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ABSTRACT
This work of the colllparative study of the early Christians with the Christians

of today is borne out of the curiosity to discover why the life of the early

• Cl11 islians are far away different from ours today. It is a comlllon knowledge

that most of our Christians today have lost their Chrislían identity.

There is a lot of criticism about the type of life Christians are living which made

some people to ask "where those Christians of the early church exceptional,

illimitable being, living lives of perfection have ceased to exist, or is it that we

Christians of today with our weakened faith are really "sub normal?".

This project has therefore been able to see that it is better for us to look back

in the life of the early church and then turn away from our evil inclination and

live as a Christian, people talk of the life of the early church as an ideal life of a

Christian.

This proJect there is written under five distinct heading:

Chapter One: Deals with the introduction of the proJect.

Chapter Two:

Chapter Three:

Chapter Four:

Deals with the review of the related literature in order to

back the necessary claims as may be observed in the

process of the work.

Attempts what the early church said, when it was purely

Jewish church, when the church left Palestine, when the

Apostles died and what the church was able to achieve.

Handles the church of today and the effect of the church

on the people.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS WITH THE
CHRISTIANS OF TODAY.

The study is concerned about the life of the early Christians in comparison

with the modern Christians. As a student of Christian religious studies, it

interests us lo know what makes a Christian.

Who is a Christian? According to Long man family Dictionary, a Christian is an

ac11·1erent of Christianity, a member of a Christian denomination especially by

baptism. He/she is a good person regardless of religion

We also said that a Christian is someone who is upright, just, loving, morally

sensitive aware of his responsibilities to society. Many non Christians posses

all these qualities, sometimes to a greater degree than wo ourselves. Well,

then? The uniqueness of Christ1an1ty. that which makes it what it really is, is

not a complex oí principles and values it is Jesus Christ The meaning of his

life, his death, his resurrection, and his living presence among us by his spirit -

these are the essence of Christianity. Now having seen whom a Christian is,

let us look at the early Christians community In its earliest phase, the

Christian movement had its centre in Jerusalem, where it took shape not as a

new religion but as a sect or grouping within the parent today of Judaism.

Presumably they were from the beginning followers of Jesus in the town and

villages of Judea and Gentile as well, of these little is known. Indeed our

knowledge even of the Jerusalem community is limited and obscured since the

Acts of the Apostle our only source of information must be real by the historian



with caution. It embodies early and authentic traditions' but at the same time it

ís written in the "creative "

style normal for Hellenistic histories and handles its

materials from the point of view of the second Christian generation, which
already tended to see the events of four or five decades before its time as

constituting a kind of golden age of the church. What is clear is that the
original communities were composed of Palestine Heroes who on the basic of

Jesus resurrection proclaimed imminent return as the fulfiller of God's
Kingdom-who lived in the anticipation of that event. They called themselves
apparently "the poor" or the saints.

The pattern of their Christian life
The discipline associated with baptism and penance, not to mention the moral
demands and ideals upheld by Christians writers from Hermas to Origen and
Tertullian, make it plain that the churches of the second and third centuries
continued to see themselves as a society somehow "set apart" governed by a

spirit other than the spirit that ruled the world at large. One primary evidence of
the life of lhe early Christians was the respect and devotion, which they
accorded to martyrdom They loved themselves to the extend of selling their
properties and used the money for the poor ones among them. They have
things in common and this made them to lack nothing They are faithful to the

teachings of the apostles, breaking of bread together. They were called "An
Apostolic community, "faithful to the teaching of the apostles" A brotherly by
community, sustamed by frequent contact and frequent meetings; A
eucharistic community, celebrating the memorial of the Lord "Until He comes",
A prayer community, first in the temple, and then more and more "in their
houses".



Such were the dominant traits by which the church was organized at thebeginning. The warmth of mutual love was the mark of their credibility. Peopleuse to say; "Look, how they love one another'" They were strict by the joy ofthese Christians, their simplicity of heart, their genuine affection. We can saytoday that their actions were consistence with teaching; they were crying tolive in accordance with a profound, simply logic: if a man does not love thebrother we can see, he cannot love God whom he has never seen (1 Jn 4, 20).
The board writing them had nothing to do with temperamental affinity orro1nantic enthusiasm The community expe1 ,c:nced internal tensions that hadto be overcome 1n the power of lhe mystery which had done away withdifferences between master and slave, male and female, Jew and Greek Norwas this community held together by a common ideology or a detailed code oflife Born of the encounter wilh someone. ii could think of itself only in terms ofa faith, that confessed lhéll someone

The group was Koinonia because first of all, it experienced a living communionwith the risen Jesus, and then with one another, proclaiming that Jesus wasLord. It was martyrion because 1t bore witness to its Lord even to the point ofmartydom. The community was also diakonia because it was based on mutualservices, particular/y the care of brethren in need We have on/y to think howthe Christians shared their possessions or Paul's collections for the poor ofJerusalem. In this perspective, all the various ministries, the diakonia werelooked upon as service rendered to this community. The first pastora/ serviceshad their origin in this early community.



1.2 THE CHURCH: -

What is the church? The church has different meaning to different people.
Some see it as a place of worship, others see it mainly as the building that had
taken them a lot of time to build. To some, it is their denomination hence they
are ready to die in strong defence of their church. We shall make an attempt
here to see exactly what the church is when we use it in reference to the Bible

teaching The nelson contemporary English Dictionary sees the church as "the

building for Christians public worship or as body of Christians.

It is to be noted that the Greek word which 1s translated to be church ís made

up of two words which means "to call out" thus it comes to mean a gathering
or assembly of what? It srnnel1rnes llleans even 1n t11e New Testament an

assembly of towns -people called out in a political meeting (Acts 19:32, 39,

41)

At least one time 1t is refers to the gathering of the Jewish people in their

assembly in the wilderness (Acts 7:38) 1t will also mean a local group of

Christians living in a certain place (
1 Cor 1 2 1 Thess 1: 1, Rev. 1: 11) The

New Testament uses lhe word the church universal to which all believers and

only believers belong. This is the same body of Christ. Charles Ryrie (1980)
sees the church as assembly. Therefore the church is an assembly of

believers in respective of where they are geographically located It is other

parts of the world as accounted in the Acts. You will be my witness from

Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and to the ends of the earth. It is to be noted
as an important issue that the church at the early stage was Catholic and

Apostle. Having seen the church as the body of Christ, and we are the
members of that body we then move to the church in Palestine.



1.3 THE CHURCH IN PALESTINE
From the beginning, the church was just a sizeable community. It lived its life

in fellowship, worship, and mutual help, receiving new members daily

Acts2:43-47. Its preaching was simple: repentance from sin, the death and

resurrection and baptism (2:29-42). Signs and wonders and the power of the

Holy Spirit, resulting in many conversions, even among the priest

accomplished this proclamation.

Hallenists and Hebrew Christians: - The steady rapid growth of the church

was marred by two sad events rn the churcl1 The record of the first Is in the

Acts 5:1-11,which is above the sin of Ananias and Sapphira; and the second,

In chapter 61-6, which records the neglect the Hellenist widows suffered from

the Hebrew Christians. The former did not affect whole Christians

community,. But the later gained the attention and concern of the 1º1 century
church. It Is important that we know that 'Hebrew· which Is only mentioned

tl1rne times in the New Testament referred to the Jews /\nd these people,

thougl1 they were Christians, had higl1 regard for Mosaic Lc1w and they lived

according to the tradition of the elders At the other end, were the Hellenists

wt10 were Jews who came out of the Dispersion with its greélter acceptance of

Greek ideas. The word Hellernsts Is derived from "Hellas" meaning Greece

fhis difference between the Palest1n1an Jews and the Hellenists extended to

tile church. There was probably an exhibition of social and racial cl1stinctions.

And this led to inequality in t11e daily distribution of food among the Christians,

which led to division 111 the fellowship.



1.4 THE OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY:

The main objective of this study is to show that the early Christian

communities were more dedicated to their religion, more closely to God than

today's Christians. They were really a bro\11erhood community.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY:

What we should benefit from this study is the authenticity of the early Christian

life, their code of conduct which was pummeled, their spirituality and their

truthful teachings which was in accordance with their master Jesus Christ

Their faith was superb

Secondly, this study will enable 0I1e to understand that we the modern

Christians have a long way to go as we have not allowed the spirit of God to

use us and work In us. Our life and Christianity is seen a? a social gathering

where everyone dresses any how. do anytt1Ing he/she I11,es In lhe name of

Christ1anIty Thal is lo say that this proJecl will help those who read 1l to know

that we are very poor In spirituality, we see our religion as denominational

religion and therefore fail to work as Christians

1 6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY:

The study is limited to Acts of the Apostle and what people contributed

towards the life of the early Christians and our own Christianity today

1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS:

The church as we have mentioned already is the body of Christ This body is

made up of multitude of believers who have become redeemed irrespective of

where they are.



It is also to be apprec:ar.ec :rm ::-u-_:,-_, y;;,_? .-.Y?: ;e•;;,·:,:,_·'"" .:,•,,n;h which
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED UTERATURt

DEFINITION OF THE WORD CHRISTIAN

As the name implies, I can say that Christian signifies "Christ like" it means

bearing the identity of Christ, and this identity is baptism. Every movement of

the Holy Spirit challenges us to question ourselves as to our own co-operation

with grace and our own Christian identity. The word Christian therefore can be

defined as an adherent of Christianity a member of a Christian denomination,

especially by baptism, a good or kind person regardless of religion This

answer is obtained from the Longman family Dictionary.

Bishop G. Huyghe, L' Eglise d' Arras, 1973, says that a normal Christian or a

Christian is a changed person, a convert; he has turned away from himself so

as to adhere to Jesus of Nazarell1, who !or his sake, died and rose from the

dead He has made a personal discovery of Jesus, and acknowledged Him as

the Christ, the unique son o! the Father, the Anointed one o! the Holy Spmt.

He has found in Jesus the Saviour and Lord al all mankind

All of Christianity is contained in Acts of the Apostles chapter 2:38 i.e.

conversion, baptism, personal surrender to Christ, receiving lhe Holy Spirit

The Acts of the Apostles show us a community of Christians, disciples of

Jesus, closely bound to one another, sometimes to the point of sharing all they

had The first Christian, those three thousand converts, who on the morning of

Pentecost listened to the words of Peter and the Apostles appear in the Acts



as: An Apostolic Community, a brotherly community, A Eucharistic Community

and a prayer community

Acts-1,4-5 While at table with them, he told them not to \eave Jerusalem, but

to wait there for what the Father had promised
It is, He had said, what you

have heard me speak about John baptized with water but not many days from

now, you are going to be baptized with the Holy Spirit

One can say that the early Christians were the real witnesses to what Jesus

Christ said and did They experienced the ascension of the Lord and the

promise of the corning of the Holy Spirit was made to thern Acts1 ,6-11.

They went into hiding as Jesus Chnst told thern. With one heart, all these

101ned constantly In prayer. together with sorne women, 1nc\uding Mary the

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers Acts 1. 12-14.

These early Christians received the Holy Spirit promised \hem by Christ on

Pentecost. which enable them to be streng\t1ened the rnore and to preach to

all nations who listened \o them. \hough many did no\ believe in what they

preacl1ed

Speaking
in tongues was very prorninen\

at \hat time ol the descent, that

everybody that listened to them understood them in \helí various languages

Acts 2,5-13. The descent of t11e Holy Spirit was the beginning of the church.

Through a small community, this enables them to remain faithful to the

teacl1ing of the Apostles, to the brotherhood, to the breaking of bread and to

the prayers.
The Apostles worked many signs and miracles. They owned



e,e?lh\ng \n cornrnoo. They sold lhe\C goods aod possessons
aod d,S1<\buted

the proceeds among themse\ves according to what each one needed Ads

2,44-45 4,32-35.

Each day, with one near\, theY regularly went on tneir temple but met in their

houses íor breaking of bread·, they shared their food gladly and generously;

\\ley praised God and were looked up to by every one. Day by day tile Lord

added to the·1r community those destined to be served. Acts 2, 46-47.

ír1ese were curing the sick without charge or taking anything from tile people

íney were curing in the name oí jesus wl10 sent them to pre?Kh Acts 3, 1-1 O

They were arrested because ol lhe gospel l\,ey were preacl11ng
to people but

did not make them to \ear or stop pre;iching
the good n0ws. Peter spoke

buidly lo \l1e sanhedrine he JIv1ne tl1al lliey 1nus\ know, all o\ you and \\1e and

\\1e whole people of Israel. that 1\ Is by the name of jesus Christ the Nazarene,

whorn you crucified, and God raised from the dead, by tl1is name and by no

other that this man stands before you cured Acts 4, 1-10. íheir tnreatening

did not stop them from preaching.
Acts 4, 18-22.íhey could not think for any

way to punish them since all the people were giving g\ory to God íor what had

happened.

Under persecution
theY were courageous and continued to give g\ory to God.

Acts 4,23-31. There was also in the community oí the ear\y Christians what is

koown as fc,od, wt,\ch Aoan\as ,od Sepph\ra, end they \rnrned\etely cece\<ed

their reward which was death since they lied to the apostles, Acts. 5, 1-11.

They were arrested on many occasions. Actss 5, 17-21. They were also

summoned befare the sanhedrine, Acts5, 22-33.



The.e was a pos•'"' i»tcNect>00 rmm Garnal\el. which ,na,ic the apostles
te

be ,eteased acd \h\S also ga,e them \he shOOQ w\l\ \o cooli>'"' prnach\o9
\he

gcod news Acts.5, 34-42

1MY started \he m\ssioo goio9 f.om ooc p\ace \O acolhe< acd wham""""'

weo\ the people accepted '"''" CM of ,calo>>SY,
,,soy wecc stooed '9

Stephen. Ac\s 7, 55-60.
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\NH/>.1 lHE E/>.RLY CHURCH 51>,IO WHEN 11 W 1>,S PU RELY

JE\N\SH CHURCH?

roe migioal commoeilies we" composed o! Palesli"'° Jews n,,, called

t,emse1,es lhe "pooC oc ,a,Ots aod also 1mm ao e,cl, time "th• Ekkl""ªº"

ie assembl> oc chocch The eaM wmmooil, ,aw ,tsell m wrt"' oi i\S

al\egiao"' to Je,OS. as tt,e ""' •assemo!,"
oi iscael, "" eod - time

community which the Locd w,lt ,eeogoise whoo he comes io glol'/ That the,

'"' tt,emset,es simpl, as Jews as a ,eoewed 1srnel IS made cleSC b, toe faci

ths\ the, wern faithful b"th io ,11eodaoee
at th' temple aod io obedi'"" to the

law aod this bciog 11,e case, theY ¡¡,ed st peace w,th the ,et¡g,ous aothocitie'
ia

Jerusalem.

This ecmmomty had 1\S own special ios1,1unons,
which e,prnssed

its particulSC

¡deotit, It pcactired
baptism.

w,th which the esccato\ogieal
gift oi the Hol,

spicit was ,ssocisted
It gatheced ,egolsci, fac pca,ec,

mutual e,Mrtatioo, and

"b"ª""" oi p1ead' io wnic< hislº"'°s "''º oo doubt clghlly seeo the anglo oi

th• Euohansl as wall as a oommumty fe\lowst"p- meal. 11 e,prnssed
lhe fa\\h,

which defined its ideobty io e,pcessioo
I\Ke "Jesus Is th• Messiah" oc God

raised Je sus from the dead

So the p,1,stioiSO
ChcisllaoiW

oao be summsei,ed
as the mucoh was ¡ust,

,1,able oomrnuoilY
who ¡¡,ed ,ts Iii• m fel\owsh,p, wocshlp and mutua\ help,

ceoei,ioQ
new membecs

dsil, Aotsz,'3-4 I. tts pceaohiOQ
was cepeotance

\com

siO, th• death ,oo ¡e,onoction \COffi the d"d and baplism, AclSZ,29-42



?\-\APTER l?

WHAT THE EARLY CHURCH SAID WHEN IT WAS PURELY

JEWISH CHURCH?

lhe o,\g>Oal commornl\es
w"e composed

of r,1esbo\on
Jews n,ey called

themsOl<'S the "poof oc ,s,nls sod ,1so <,oro ,o eadY \\me "t,e Ekkless\,o"'

\ e assemblY oc choCCh The e2CiY c0mm,oi1Y
sow \\sell \o wrtoe oi i\S

ollegJaoce to J,soô, as the 1we ",ssemblV"
oi iscael, the eod - ¡¡me

commonilY wh\ch lhe Lo<d w,11 ,ecogoise when he comes ,n gloC/
lh'l they

sa,, 11,00,scl<SS s,roplv os Jews, as a c,,,ewod ¡scoel \s made des< bY the foci

that 1heY wees laiihlol bOII\ \O ollCO'''°'""the ,erople ,od \O obediSO°' to'"'

law ond th\s b<inQ the case, ttcev ¡¡,od at p,ace wilh the celiQ'°"' aoth"'"" >O

Jerusalem.

Th\s commooi\V had \Is own speool ios\\lotioCS,
wnioh e,pcessed

ils port\eola<

ideot\ty II pcacticed ,spl\sm, w,th wh\Ch tho esohatofogical
gil\ oi the Holy

sole\\ was ,ssoo\a<ed
II gatheced

,ogolacly Im pc,yec,
motoal e,hortaf,oo,

and

"bceokirnJ oi t,coed' \O wt(,oh ""'°'""' ha,e ,.o doobt c\ghlly seeo the ociQ\O oi

the Eocharisl es well as, cornrnocity
fe\lowsli,p

- meal. it e>P«ssed
the faith,

which deficed i\S ideol\lY \o e,pcesSiOC
l\ke "JesOS is the Mess>sh" oc God

ra"ised Jesus frorn the dead.

so the palestioian
Ct,istiaoi? cae be sornrnmiwd

es t,e ct,ocoh was ¡ost,

si<sble cornrnonilY
who ¡¡,ed its tile ic 1,11owsh,p,, Wocsli,p eod rnutost help,

,ecei,inQ ,- rnerobeCS
doily Acls2,43-47.

Its pceach\ng
was cepeotaoce

team

sio, the death aod cesucectiOC
1,orn lhe dead aod baptism, Acfs2,29-42



J.2 WheO the ct.occh tell patestioe, lhe gospel begso to spcead
Philip was

"id to h"' gooe to sornacie and he p1eached
thete Petet sod John weco ic

the wosequeot sent them ,ospoct1<0Q
li? wock of Phiftp As they wece corn,og

back Jecosstern, they pceached
io rnaoY ,itiagos atoog the way. LStec Philip

was catted to GS'' m southe<O port of Pafestioe and thete h• met ao ofticiat

fmrn tho court at the queoo of Ethiopia He was a Jewish prnsetyte
who was

converted and baptized tnrough Philip Ministry Acts 8.

Patee went to the wost eod pceached
,o JopP' sod caes"'" He tearnt the

foll meeoiog of the peatecosl e,eal thrnogh his ,isit to thCSº ptaces thal the

Gootites too could become ChtistioOS Act 104448 This was why tae had to

baptized corne\ius.

li was the ohoCCh m Jeeossfern
that seemed to be ,opeNtSiog the pceochicQ

of

the gospel ootsido Jecusatem WheO the chotch heacd [hat lf-e gospel had

atceady ceached Mtioch, sacoebas was seot thet• Late, ao, it had to 0eeide

tt,e fate of the Geot,tes ,o the couocit of Je<osatern Acts 15 Thcough Philip,

pelee, John and othetS weeo t;a1dwockiog
,o the wocls of the spcead of the

gospel, the chocch did not pmgcess 10 Palest,ne. ThtS was pcopecbly
b"ªº"'

the chotch h"e became stnclly a Hebcew chotch Hellenist ChcistiaOS cefused

to go back to Jerusalem alter the persecution.

Th• HebceW ct;acsctec of J,cosalern choCCh became so stcooQ that e,eo Pelee

oo ao occasion feeced to eat wilh Geotiles ChtistiaOS ,o I\OtiOCh wt;eo brnlhCS"

from tile church in Jerusa\em
came to visit tnere. (Ga\.2·."\ "\-14).

to A.D, 66, the ChCistiaos migcstod frnm Jecosalem to Pella, a Gentile city

,ccoss the JoC°" and they rnmaioed thee• uotil aftec the fall of Jecusslern in



A.D 70. They then \ost their identity as true Jews. Boer (1976) slates that in

A.D. 84, the Jewish leaders in Palestine sent message to the Synagogues

every where that the Christians Jews should be ex-communicated
from their

assemblies. To remain a Jew, one had to reject the Christians faith,

consequently, the church that has its root in the Old Testament, whose saviour

was a Jew, whose founding apostles were all Jews Whose holy book Jews,

had written, became a fellowship of Gentiles.

3.3 When all the apostles died, the church continued lo spread all over the

country till it reached us today_ There are temporary and permanent
offices.

Beside the apostle, elders and deacons in t\,e early church, tnere were also

men and some women with special gilts who gave other leadership in the

church, such were prophets. teachers, Pastors and evangelist they were

generally not associated with a particular chu,ch but, like the apostle, were in

general service. The Oidache helped travelling prophets and teachers. As this

died (as with the apostles), they were not replaced Be\ievers with special gifts

came move and more under the authonty of the bishop and pertormed only

\ocal service. The office of bishops elder and deacon became permanent;

each had its own responsibililies
and authonty, and together they formed the

continuing government
of the church.

3.4 The Apostolic Father - At the end oi the lirst century and during the first

half oi the second century, a signilícant group of Ch[1slians writings appeared

In the early church. Their authors ,11 e known as the Apostolic Fathers. They

were given this name because the church regarded them as disciples of the

apostles.
The fathers in question. together with the place and dale of their

writing are clement of Rome A.D 95, Ignatius of Antioch 110-117, Polycarp of

snuyrna 117-118, Barnaba:;, probably of Alexandria 130, Hermas of Rome'\00



and Papias of Hierapolis in Phyrygia 140 including in the writings of these

fathers is a handbook of Christian instruction entitled the teaching of the

twelve Apostle better known as the Oidache or teaching, perhaps written in

Syria about A.D 100.

The letters of clement and Polycarp are somewhat similar They were both

written to churches in which there was trouble. A group 1n the Corinthian

church had rebelled against the elders and deposed them. Clement wrote from

Rome to plead for the restoration of office to the deposed elders, and for unity

in the church. In Phi\ipi, there was jealousy and disharmony in the church, and

Po\ycarp wrote from Symrna to help restore the lost unity.

The central theme of the letter of Ignatius is the unity of the churcl1 and the

authority of the bishops. Examples of their advice are "pay attention to the

bishop and the board of elders and deacon



CHAPTER FOUR

THE CHURCH TODAY;__:

We have spent some time re!\ecting on the early Christians t11ough, we know

well enough that the ideal was never fully realized by them Now we have to

take a realistic look at Christianity as lived today, after twenty centuries during

which Gospel has been preached In our prignmage back to the sources, we

saw that the early Christians were converts So also the modern church of

today. We have been worshipping so many gods before t11e m1ss1onanes

b?ought us Christianity. Again as the early Christians churches suffered from

the hands of the Jews so do those who brought Christianity lo us - suffered

some even died as a result of it.

The Gospel among us as in the early c\,urch, we see the atmosphere of the

gospel. A community where peple listen and are listened to, in our own church

today, the opposite 1s the case People do not listen to the gospel they are

carried away from the things of the world We see in them the community of

truth and love, willingness to duty, but today church is used as forum to fight

each other, there is not truth and love. Your friend can bring to your death. The

one you trust is the one to sell you The person who is worshiping with you is

the same person who will take you to court We pray together but our own

prayer is periphery.
We share the body and blood of Christ together and at the

same time receiving judgement
on ourselves. Our church of today is full of

materialism and dedication in the service of God as found among the early

Christian is not there. They lived by example but we today we want to show

that we know more than them, which is a sign of pride which led to the

destruction of our first parents



The word of secularization has shaken the trees· some branches that looked

green and luxuriant are broken, religious practice is diminishing everywhere,

especially among the youth. Everywhere we are confronted wiih a

phenomenon, which is a matter, not only a quantity, but of quality What then,

at the \eve\ of a faith as it is actually lived. is the "quality" of Christianity?

A recent study among the Catholics of France revealed some starting facts: of

the 95% of the persons who want churches, the great majority never enter

them; 80% have their ch·11dren baptized, but more than half have no knowledge

of Jesus Christ·, two thirds do not believe 1n the resurrection

If we compare the life of the early Christians with that of many today who are

Christians 1n name only, the contrast 1s strictly And this poses the most radica\

problem of al\ in the renewal of the church The council was a Pastoral council,

that is 1\ aimed at adapting the church both within and without to the needs of

the times. It presupposed
as a basic hypothesis that the church was made up

of authentic Christians or at \east, those trying to be so. Now the facts coupe

us to question the validity of the presupposition Again when we speak of

Christian of whom and of what we are speaking? This 1s painful question

because what we are asking is1 Do Christians in general today believe with a

personal dedicated and genuine faith?

The idea of breaking of bread from house to house had existed among our

people even before the advent of Christianity. Even non-Christians feast in the

house of their neighbours
Therefore, it was not a special sign belonging only

to the Christians as we read in Acts 2,42-7 It is rather a custom of our people
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but when practised by Christians Christianity it can have Christian orientation,

but how are we united as Christians?

BUT ANY DIVISION TODAY?

History has it that any other church broke away from the Catholic Church,

which Christ founded. He could not have prayed that all might be one and at

the same time favour the existence of many Christians groups fighting against

each other. There is no doubt that today Christians are divided, though Paul

tried to oppose this as we have seen in the Bible.

The Church has also tned to stop any propagation of different doctrines wl1ile

all profess or belong to Christ

Some Chrit;t1ans tl1ough they accept Jesus as the point of reference refuse to

accept t11e visible head of the Church a11d this means already another

organisational structure. 1st Peter has lost his place for them Some do not

see how God, Jesus and Man should have human mother Some answer non-

- denominational Churches as if Christ preached non-denominationally. Some

Christians build their Churches only to make money and answer different

names. All that is needed is to add different or new adjectives to other existing

ones and new Christians emerge

Even in some of the churches or group of Christians some people can

obscurely lose their lives Some Christians prefer to have no standing edifice

saying that whenever two or more people are gathered in Christ's name, he is

there. II is enough to mount a microphone somewhere and makes polemic

statements against others. Some condemn what they call tradition but at the

same time read the Bible from which they quote and forget that the Bible is a



written tradition of an oral message Many Christians groups do not mind the

number of wives some of their members can keep arguing that Christ did not

precisely state the number of wives one can cope with. Some Christians do

not believe in hell and preach only about heaven and God's mercy for this

group, everybody goes to heaven, all their members being the first to be there

For some Christians if you do not belong to their denomination or their special

Gnostic group you are an outcast and an infidel and a sinner to be avoided.

You cannot be employed unless you belong to their denomination The

political rivalry shows this very openly Sectionalism helps to destroy

Christianity among us Christians of today

Many Christians are too co11sc1ous of their place of origin and this guarantees

a lot of disunity, crisis and dichotomy A husband and a wife may belong to

different denominations and may find it almost impossible to harmonize t11e1r

activities for the good of \heir home Hence even among Cl1ristians, some

discourage a mixed marriage between people of different religious groups.

Many Christians of today claim many visions given to them in a private

revelation a knowledge, which can also be called a type of Gnosticism or the

result of it.

There is no end to this type of story. By this we do not mean to say that our

Christians of today have no peace at all or have interaction among

themselves.

The Christians love is also shown among many Christian groups. There is also

;orne solidarity manifested by Christians especially in the Northern Nigeria,

when the Moslem confronted many of the Christians whose churches were

>1.rmt. There was no question of denominations here. An author describing

iow people reacted when survival was the issue said in an article: "the
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Christians in the world, said: "as with the wagon train, when survival was the

first priority there was little time for internal strife and division; when the threat

from the outside lessened, relationship, sometimes leading to conflicts of

personality and power struggles, took the centre stage. In other words, our

Christians of today often forget what is more important, the living of the Gospel

unity even if it is not a unisim, and emphasizing their differences.

This diss·1pates energy. A group of Indians m1ss1onanes in India speaking

against Christian division said: "we believe that the challenge of the present

hour ... calls us to mourn our Past divisions and turn to our Lord Jesus Christ to

seek in Him, the unity of the body expressed 111 one visible church

We can say this, we have t11e big task of Christianizing the whole world-go

make disciples that is Chnslians of all nations Christ said

We have been occupied will1 revising the structure of the church at many

levels. This was necessary, and the enterprise is far from completion.

However, today the very foundations of the faith are questioned. And yet the

church has meaning only in Christ

Many people's faith is being shaken to its very foundations. They have to

discover again the heart of the Christian message. We have

"Sacramentalized" on a large scale We have not sufficiently "evangelized"

and the extent of this deficiency can affect a whole continent, but we see the

same problem whenever Christians do not live by the logic of their faith. Our

left-wing, right-wing controversies pale beside this crisis. We are faced with

the challenge of finding again whé1t really makes a Christian. Our task is not to

condemn our fellowmen, but without weakenings, to uphold the Christians



deal. We must preach the authentic Gospel in its enlirity and reveal to the

NOrld the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, as well as what God asks of

•hose who bear witness to his name before the world. We must help Christians

.o become continually more aware of their faith and live it on a more personal

evel.

\/!any must be helped lo exchange a sociological Christianity for a full and

1ctíve life of faith. Christianity for a lull and active life of faith Christianity which

ve have inherited, which has its foundation 111ainly in the family and education

nust mature into a Cl1rist1arnty of choice, bélsed on a personal decision and

imbraced with the consciousness. As Tertullian has said. "Fianne. non

1ascuntur", "Christians become so, they are not bom"



5.1 Observa\ion and recom dmen al1ons \ha\ are seen to be necessary for lhe

Christians of today in the society

ÇHAPTER FIVE

It is oLlserved that \he lile of \he early Christians 11ad a lol o! s1, 111if1cance on

the CliriStian churchl,S We noticed \l1a\ t11e early Chris\lans were co1we1·1s

because non of them was born a Christian As a resul\ of this point we have

seen trial wi\11 Chns\ Chns\1a111ly started Emd lha\ the early Christian bc1pt1sn1

was a coml1tion for being a Chnst1an

Mode of government:- When the Cl1urcl1 bGgan its life in Jerusalem. tl was

governed by a council of apostles, who guided it in lhe power ond wisdom of

the holy spirit Thal was the government
with which the church was born.

The1·e were no elders. no deacons, no bishops, no synods. distncts. parishes,

boards, councils, assemblies or delegates

Governmental structure and administrative organization developed when the

need for these arose. A good example of this was the appointment of the

seven to take care of the need of the Hellenist widows reported in tl1e Acts 6

They were selleded by the church, appointed and ordained by the apostles to

meet a specific need This of\lce of elders came into being in tl1e church,

which remained until the present day.

we also observed 1n the early church the tendency of having a leader. When

a community is governed
by a committee or board of council there ·1s always a

tendency for one in the governing group to be come the leader. Th·1s was

e,pe"a\ly i,ue ¡0 the eacly ct;ucch because oi ii ciccumstaocos with ,especl to

d
•

·

t t· ersecution
and the rise of heresy for administration, there was

a m1n1s ra 10n, p
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need to centralize the church h

.

.

au\ ority. The growth al the church was rap,d

, many areas, discipline and t h.eac mg needed to be well supervised,
there

,ere many poor to care for a d thn ere was the for correspondence between the

:hurch both near and distance

\ is a common knowledge in the early Chris\1ans that most al t\1ere social lile

s based on common sharing oi resources together so that non will be 1n need.

Ne also observed in their r r
·

1

·

e 1g1ous eve\ there togetherness
1n prayer despite

he fac\ tha\ the are fol\owin J

·

h
·

·

g ew1s \11ne \able of going to the synagogue
and

he breaking of bread \\,ey still confess Jesus Chris\ as Lord irrespective of

heir Jewish \aw We noticed that the apostles organised themselves and

JCCUPY \he (irst place

fhe have respect al elders and \ha\ was why they placed elders as head in the

:hurches they founded The looked at themselves as brothers and sisters

3nd they communion together.

fhe early community was led by the sp1nt This was the massage Jesus gave

them before His ascension so any decision they made is through the Holy

Spicit Wheo Philip met the Eth,c,piao t,eo<h it was the spicit that mede him lo

go. lhe spicil ·set e peel toe me reol aed Baceabas loe the wock. which I ha,e

called them', \he cooodl et Je,usa\ern is the ieediog s?cit e,eo Pete, grnog to

the"°º" of cocleoos was Iead bY the holy spicil We also obseneó the"'''

Chcis\ieos c0rnrnon epP<',ch ,e sertliog oi disputes t,etweeo Helieoisl

lo lhe social ¡,fe of the eeM Chtis\iaOS
we ooticed that the cornrnooilY is foe the

Jews TheY do not celete to the Geotiles the\ was why the ques\<0oed
Pelee

wheo he goes to the house of coc1enus But Pelee Ms to ctecilY them. To this
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we can say that it is bad to s egregale because ChíIsl carne !or everybody.

We also observed that lhe a tipos es occupy lhe high post in the hierarchy

That is to say that lhe follo ¡ ewers o hnst should be lhe head and not the tail

The environment they work ct· ee .
· ulturally they were Jews but politically

dominated by the Rome Jews take the iollowers oi Christ as social disturbers

that was why they warned them not to speak in the name of Jesus. The

Romans wants to establish their ia1lh. The Jews are still expecting their

Messiah why at the sarne time preaching the Missiah The apostles were

persecuted. imprisoned al times bul the did not give up The environment was

the type that opposes the,r teach,ng

In conclusion. we can say that the early church sl1owed us the way to lile but

in our own time the reverse 1s the case Before there was only one churc\1 but

due lo div1s1on In the church. many churcl1es have sprung up Tl1ere is no unit

among the Christians A good number o! the leaders oi the churches seen not

lead by the spirit. Today everyone claim to be lead by the spirit. Sorne are

school drop out with little or no knowledge oi what the church 1s, the continue

to miss-teach their unsuspecting followers. Something must be done here, i.e

by the way of improving on the economy o! the nation so that most youths

could have son1eth1ng to do instead tJeco1ning pastors overnight Those who

feel they have the vocation should go to seminary school for more knowledge

We noticed the orderliness oi l\1e early ministers but today we llave v1si\Jle

misbehavior of the mirnster These may be as a result of how they were

brought up. For this reason the Bishops and the proprietors of those parishes

or churches should endeavour
to give adequate warning and tra1t11ng to those

· · h
·

f II wship. The churcl1 should be united We think t11at t\1e

m1n1sters and t e1r e o



Christian Association of Nigena (CAN) which is an umbrella holding the

Christians together should tr t 1

" ·

•

·

Y o eac,, unity among the vanous churches 1n the

country.

Church teachings, doctrine and liturgy should have to do with the cultural

pattern of the people. Despite all the negative aspect of our today's way of

life, the Christians of today have achieved a lot

The church in Africa and moreso in Nigeria today have experienced a new era

of Evangelisation. This is because today, African nations are constantly

challenged by new realities of political, economic, social, cultural and religious

import. The period of colonialism has given way to an era of independent

African nations. With African \eaders directing the destinies of their countries

and the wind of change blowing from nation to naflon. The Christian churches

are not unaffected by this change. In order lo survive therefore, and to face

the cha\\enges facing the church there is the urgent need for her to adopt more

suitable strategies for the situation that she finds herself in the church today

has engaged herself in proc\a1m1ng
the good news to every nooks and

crannies of the world. In fact, the goal of the church today is to make sure that

by the year 2000, the whole world will be more Christian than now. Our

church today is trying in the transformation
of men through convert both the

individual and collective conscience of people, all their activities in which they

engage and finally their lives and their environment

In fact our Christian churches are busy in shaping and bui\ding up the faith of

their members. There is increase of faith now than before.



Treated a\\ the observation and recommendation
that are

seen to be necessary \or the Christians oi today in the

society.

There is a\so a list of rnateria\s committed whi\e doing this work which

u\timate\y
form the bibliography.

Chapter Five:
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