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ABSTRACT

This work of the comparative study of the early Christians with the Christians

of today is borne out of the curiosity to discover why the life of the early
Chrislians are far away different from ours today. It is a common knowledge

thal most of our Christians today have lost their Christian identity.

There is a lot of criticism about the type of life Christians are living which made
some people to ask "where those Christians of the early church exceptional,
inimitable being, living lives of perfection have ceased to exist, or is it that we

Christians of today with our weakened faith are really "sub normal?".

This project has therefore been able to see that it is better for us to look back
in the life of the early church and then turn away from our evil inclination and
live as a Christian, pecple talk of the life of the early church as an ideal life of a
Christian.

This project there is written under five distinct heading:

Chapter One: Deals with the introduction of the project.

Chapter Two: Deals with the review of the related literature in order to
back the necessary claims as may be observed in the
process of the work.

Chapter Three: Atternpts what the early church said, when it was purely
Jewish church, when the church left Palestine, when the
Apostles died and what the church was able to achieve.

Chapter Four: Handles the church of today and the effect of the church

on the people.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EARLY CHRISTIANS WITH THE
CHRISTIANS OF TODAY. '

The study is concerned about the life of the early Christians in comparisen
with the modern Christians. As a student of Christian religious studies, it

interests us to know what makes a Christian.

Who is & Christian? According to Long man family Dictionary, a Christian is an
adherent of Christianity, a member of a Christian denomination especially by

baptism. He/she is a good person regardless of religion.

We also said that a Chrislian is someone who is upright, just, loving, marally
sensitive aware of his responsibilities to society. Many non Christians posses
all these qualities, sometimes to a greater degree than we ourselves. Well,
then? The uniqueness of Christianity, that which makes it what it really is, is
not a complex of principles and values: it is Jesus Christ. The meaning of his
life, his death, his resurrection, and his living presence ameng us by his spirit -
these are the essence of Christianity. Now having seen whom a Christian is,
let us look at the early Christians community. In its earliest phase, the
Christian movement had its centre in Jerusalem, where it took shape not as a
new religion but as a sect or grouping within the parent today of Judaism.
Presumably they were from the beginning followers of Jesus in the town and
villages of Judea and Gentile as well, of these little is known. Indeed our
knowledge even of the Jerusalem community is Iimitéd and obscured since the

Acts of the Apostle our only source of information must be real by the historian
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with caution. It embodies early and authentic traditions’ but at the same time it
is written in the “creative " style normal for Hellenistic histories and handles its
materials from the point of view of the second Christian generation, which
already tended to see the events of four or.five decades before its time as
constituting a kind of golden age of the church. What is clear is that the
original communities were composed of Palestine Heroes who on the basic of
Jesus resurrection proclaimed imminent retun as the fulfiller of God's
Kingdom-who lived in the anticipation of that event. They called themselves
apparently "the poor” or the saints. ‘

The pattern of their Christian life

The discipline associated with baptism and penance, not to mention the moral
demands and ideals upheld by Christians writers from Hermas to Origen and
Tertullian, make it plain that the churches of the second and third centuries
continued to see themselves as a society somehow "set apart" governed by a
spirit other than the spirit that ruled the world at large. One primary evidence of
the life of the early Christians was the respect and devotion, which they
accorded to martyrdom. They loved themselves to the exlend of selling their
properties and used the money for the poor ones among them. They have
things in common and this made them to lack nothing. They are faithful to the
teachings of the apostles, breaking of bread together. They were called "An
Apostalic community, "faithful to the teaching of the apostles" A brotherly by
community, sustained by frequent contact and frequent meetings; A
eucharistic community, celebrating the memorial of the Lord "Until He comes",
A prayer community, first in the temple, and the}n more and more "in their

houses".




use to say: "Look, how they love one another!" They were strict by the joy of

these Christians, thejr simplicity of heart, their genuine affection, We can say

today that their actions were consistence with teaching; they were crying to

ly logic: if a man does not love the
brother we ¢an see, he canngt love God w

live in accordance with g profound, simp

hom he has never seen (1 Jn 4, 20).

The boarg writing them hag nothing to do with

temperamental affinity or
romantic enthusiasm. The commu

nity experienced internal tensions that had
the mystery which had done away with

ve, male and female, Jew and Greek. Nor

1o be overcome in the power of

differences between master and sla

a faith, that cenfessed that someone,

The group was Koinonia becayse first of al

I, it experienceq a living communion
with the risen Jesus, and then with one g

nother, proclaiming that Jesus was
Lord. It was martyrion because it bore witness to its Lorg even to the point of
Iso diakonia because it was based on mutya
services, particularly the care of bretiren in need. We have only to think how

the Christians shared their possessions or Paul's collections for the poor of

martydom. The community was a

Jerusalem. In this perspective, all the various
looked upon as service rendered to this commun
had their origin in this early community,

ity. The first Pastoral services

anty
R ?E?Hgg: :
C.O.E




1.2 THE CHURCH: -

What is the church? The church has different meaning to different people.
Some seeitasa place of worship, others see it mainly as the building that had
taken them a lot of time to build. To some, it is their denomination hence they
are ready to die in strong defence of their church. We shall make an attempt
here to see exactly what the church is when we use it in referénce to the Bible
teaching. The nelson contemporary English Dictionary sees the church as “the

building for Christians public worship or as body of Christians.

It is to be noted that the Greek word which is translated to be church is made
up of two words which means “to call out” thus it comes to mean a gathering
or assembly of what? It sometimes means even in the New Testament an

assembly of towns —people called out in a political meeting (Acts 19:32, 39,
41)

At least one time it is refers to the gathering of the Jewish people in their
assembly in the wilderness (Acts 7:38) it will also mean a local group of
Christians living in a certain place. (1 Cor 1:2 1 Thess 1:1, Rev. 1:11). The
New Testament uses the word the church universal to which all believers and
only believers belong. This is the same body of Christ. Charles Ryrie (1980)
sees the church as assembly. Therefore the church is an assembly of
believers in respective of where they are geographically located It is other
parts of the world as accounted in the Acts. You will be my witness from
Jerusalem to Judea to Samaria and to the ends of the earth. It is to be noted
as an important issue that the church at the early stage was Catholic and
Apostle. Having seen the church as the body of Christ, and we are the
members of that body we then move to the church in Palestine.




1.3 THE CHURCH IN PALESTINE
From the beginning, the church was just a sizeable community. It lived its life
in fellowship, worship, and mutual help, receiving new members daily
Acts2:43-47. Its preaching was simple; repentance from sin, the death and
resurrection and baptism (2:29-42). Signs and wonders and the power of the

Holy Spirit, resulting in many conversions, even among the priest

accomplished this proclamation.

Hallenists and Hebrew Christians: - The steady rapid growth of the church
was marred by two sad events in the church. The record of the first is in the
Acts 5:1-11,which is above the sin of Ananias and Sapphira; and the second,
in chapter 6:1-6, which records the neglect the Hellenist widows suffered from
the Hebrew Christians. The former did not affect whole Christians
community,. But the later gained the attention and concern of the 1% century
church. It is important that we know that 'Hebrew' which is only mentioned
three times in the New Testament referred to the Jews. And these people,
though they were Christians, had high regard for Mosaic Law and they lived
according to the tradition of the elders. At the other end, were the Hellenists
who were Jews who came out of the Dispersion with its greater acceptance of
Greek ideas. The word Hellenists is derived from "Hellas" meaning Greece.
This difference between the Palestinian Jews and the Hellenists extended to
the church. There was probably an exhibition of social and racial distinctions.
And this led to inequality in the daily distribution of food among the Christians,
which led to division in the fellowship.
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14 THE OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY:
The main objective of this study is to show that the early Christian

communities were more dedicated to their religion, more closely to God than

today's Christians. They were really a brotherhood community.

1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY:

What we should benefit from this study is the authenticity of the early Christian
life, their code of conduct which was pummeled, their spirituality and their
truthful teachings which was in accordance with their master Jesus Christ.

Their faith was superb.

Secondly, this study will enable one lo understand that we the modern
Christians have a long way to go as we have not allowed the spirit of God to
use us and work in us. Our life and Christianity is seen as a social gathering
where everyone dresses any how, do anything hefshe likes In the name of
Christianity. That is to say that this project will help those who read it to know
that we are very poor in spirituality, we see our religion as denominational

religion and therefore fail to work as Christians

1.6 SCOPE OF THE STUDY:
The study is limited to Acts of the Apostie and what people contributed
towards the life of the early Christians and our own Christianity today.

1.7  DEFINITION OF TERMS:
The church as we have mentioned already is the body of Christ. This body is

made up of multitude of believers who have become redeemed irrespective of

where they are.
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It is to be noted that the first early church outreach brought many people to the
church. The number on the first hot serman Jolivered by Peter led 3.000 souls

to Christ. (Acts 2:41) Similarly, the second ovangelistic outreach led to the

salvation of 5,000 souls

Furthermore, we saw the word Hellensts thal was detived from "Hellas®

meaning Greece. We saw hat the Palestinan Jew and the Hellenisls

extended to the church, and there was axhibition of social and racial distinction

between them.
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CHAPTER TWO

__________————__,_———__—_—_'—_____—'

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

DEFINITION OF THE WORD CHRISTIAN

As the name implies, | can say that Christian signifi
ism. Every movement of

es "Christ like! it means

pearing the identity of Christ, and this identity is bapt
the Holy Spirit challenges us to question ourselves as to our own co-operation
with grace and our own Christian identity. The wort

defined as an adnerent of Christianity @ member 0
erson regardless of religion. This

d Christian therefore can be

f a Christian denomination,

especially by baptism, a good or kind p
answer is obtained from the Longman family Dictionary.

Rishop G. Huyghe, L' Eglise d' Arras, 1973, says that a normal Christian or a

n, a convert; he has turned away from himself so

Christian is @ changed perso
th, who for his sake, died and rose from the

as to adhere o Jesus of Nazare

dead. He has made a personal discovery
Father, the anointed one of the Holy Spirt.

of Jesus, and acknowledged Him as

the Christ, the unique son of the

He has found in Jesus ihe Saviour and Lord of all mankind.

Al of Christianity is contained in Acts of the Apostles chapter 2:38 ie.

n, baptism, personal surrender to Christ, receiving the Holy Spirit

conversio
The Acts of the Apostles show us a community of Christians, disciples of

osely bound to oneé another, some
housand converts, who on the morning of

Jasus, ¢l times to the point of sharing all they

had. The first Christian, those three t

ost listened to the words of Peter and the Apostles appear in the Acts

Pentec
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as: An Apostolic Community, @ protherty community, A Eucharistic Community

and a prayer community.

Acts-1,4-5. While at table with them, he told them not to leave Jerusalem, put
to wait there for what the Father had promised. 1t is, He had said, what you
have heard me speak about John baptized with water but not many days from

now, you are going to be baptized with the Holy Spirit.

One can say that the early Christians were ihe real witnesses to what Jesus

Christ said and did. They experienced the ascension
o them Acts? B-11.

promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit was made t

of the Lord and the

They went into hiding as Jesus Christ told them. With one heart, all these
joined constantly in prayer, together with some women, including Mary the

mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. Acts 1, 12-14.
oly Spirit promised them by Christ on

Christians received the H
{hened the more and to preach to

These early
t which enable them to be streng

Pentecos
all nations who listened to tnem, though many did not believe in what they

preached_

gpeakind in tongues was very prominent at that time of the descent, that

everypody that fistened 10 them understood the
Acls 2.5-13. The descent of the Holy Spirit was the beginning of the chureh.

m in their various languages

mmunity, this enables them 10 remain fathful o the

es, to the protherhood, to the pbreaking of pread and to
ns and miracles. They owned

Through 2 gmall co

teaching of the Apostl
posties worked many sid

the prayers. The A
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ssions and distributed

n common. They sold their goods and posse
h one needed Acts

everything i
s according 10 what eac

the proceeds among themselve
2,44-45 4,32-35.

ey regularly went on their temple put met in their
d: they shared their food gladly and generously‘,
y one. Day py day the Lord

Acts 2, A6-47.

Each day, with one heart, th
houses for preaking of brea
they praised God and were

added to their community those

looked up 1o by ever
destined to be served.

m the people.
Acts 3, 1-10.

& sick without charge of taking anything fro

These were curing th
sent them t0 preach

They were curing in the name of Jesus who

ted because of the gospel they were preachmg to people put
preaching the good new

| of you and the and

They were ares
& them to fear or stop 5. Peter spoke
2l they must know, al

sanhedrine he divine h
g Christ the Nazarene,

did not mak
poldiy o the
| that it is DY the name of Jesu

the whole people of Israel,

u crucified, and God raised from the dead, py this name and by no
pefore you cured. Acts 4, 1-10. Their threatening
Acts 4, 18-22 They could not think for any

ng glory to God for what had

whom Yo
other that this man stands

did not stop them from preaching.

way to pun‘tsh {hem since all the peop'e were givi

happened_

us and continued to give glory to God.

re was also in the community of the early Christians what is

hira, and they immediately received
es, Acts. 54-11.

Under persecution they were courageo!

Acts 4,23-31. The!
which Ananias and Sapp
e they lied 1o the apost
21. They were also

known as fraud,
their reward which was death sinc
They were arresled on many occasions. Actss 5, 17

Actsb, 22-33.

summoned pefore the sanhedring,




made the aposties to

ntervention from Gamaliel. which
tinue pfeachmg the

50 gave them the strong will to con

There was 2 positive i
eleased and this al

be 1
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Qoo
and wheré ever they

place 1o another
d eg

goingd from one
man

out of jealousy, y were stone

They started the mission
pted them.

went the people acce
Stephen. Acts.?, 55-60.
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CHAPTER THREE
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ere. Peter and John were in

philip. AS they were coming
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st event through nis visit 10
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utside Jerusalem.

the gospel o]
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peter,
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AD. 70. They then lost their identity as true Jews. Boer {1976) slates that In
palestine sent message o the Synagogues

communicated from their
g Christians faith,

AD. 84, the Jewish leaders in

every where {hat the Christians Jews should be &X-
assemblies. To remain a Jew, one had fo reject th
tin the Old Testament, whose saviour

consequently, the church that has its roo!
hose holy pbook JEWS,

was a Jew, whose founding apostles Were all Jews. W

had written, became a fellowship of Gentiles.

nued to spread all over the

33 \When allthe apostles died, the church conty
d permanent offices.

s today. There are femporary an
early church, there were also
gave other |eadership i the
they were

country till it reached U

Beside the apostle, elders and deacons in the

en with special gifts who
astors and evangelist
-ch but, like the apostle, were in
eachers. As this

men and some wor

church, such were prophets, teachers, P

associated with a particular chu

ravelling prophets and t

ce. The Didache nelped b
ere not replaced. Believers with special gifts

hority of the pishop and peﬁormed only
\der and deacen pecame permar\em;
tagether they formed the

generally not

general servi
died (as with the aposties), they W

came move and more under the aut

service. The office of bishops €

local
lities and authority, and

each had its OWO responsibl
nhe church.

continuing govemment of t

Father — At ihe end of the first century and during the first
roup of Christians writings appeared
in the early church. Their authors a1e known s the Apostolic Fathers. They
ame because the church regarded them as disciples of the
aposties. The fat ether with the place and date of their
ni of Rome AD 95, Ignatius of Antioch 110-117, Polycarp of
of Alexandria 130, Hermas of Rome100

34 The Apastolic

half of the second century, a significant 9

were given this N
hers in guestion, tog

writing are cleme

Snuyrma 117118, Barnabas, probab\y
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and Papias of Hierapolis in Phyrygia 140. Including in the writings of these
fathers is a handbook of Christian instruction entitled the teaching of the

twelve Apostie better known as the Didache or teaching, pernaps written in

Syria about A.D 100.

The letters of clement and Polycarp are somewhat similar. They were both
written to churches in which there was trouble. A group in the Corinthian
church had rebelled against the slders and deposed them. Glement wrote from
n of office to the deposed elders, and for unity

was jealousy and disharmony in the church, and

Rome to plead for the restoratiol

in the church. in Philipi, there

Polycarp wrote from Symrna to help restore the lost unity.

er of Ignatius 1s the unity of the church and the

The central theme of the lett
authority of the pishops. Examples of their advice are “pay attention to the

bishop and the board of elders and deacon
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CHAPTER FOUR

THE CHURCH TODAY: -

We have spent some time reflecting on the early Christians though, we know

well enough that the ideal was never fully realized by
today, after twenty centuries during
rces, we

them. Now we have 10

take a realistic look at Christianity as lived
our prigrimage back to the sou

which Gospel has been preached. In
Iso the madern church of

saw that the early Christians were converts. So @

today. We have been worshipping so many gods before the missionaries

brought us Christianity. Again as the early Christians churches suffered from

the hands of the Jews SO do those who brought Christianity to US — suffered

some even died as a result of it.

The Gospel amond us as in the early church, we see the atmosphere of the

gospel. A community where peple listen and are listened to, in our own church

today, the opposite i3 ihe case. People do not listen fo the gospel they are
carried away from the things of the world. We see in them the community of
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truth and lo
ove. Your friend can bring to your death. The

each other, there is not truth and !
one you trust is the one to sell you.
the same person who will take yeu

the body and plood of Christ together and at the

periphery.- We share
ment on ourselves. Our church of today is full of

the service of God as found among the early

The person who is worshiping with you is
to court. We pray together but our own

prayer is

same time receiving judge

alism and dedication in
y lived by example but we today we want to show

hich is a sign of pride which led to the

materi
Christi
that we know more tha
jon of our first parents.

an is not there. The
n them, W

destruct




me branches that looked
diminishing everywhere,
are confronted with @
put of quality. What then,

The word of secularization has shaken the irees; sO
green and luxuriant are broken: religious practice is
especially among the youth. Everywhere we

phenomenon, which is a matter, not only @ quantity,
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A recent study among the Catholics of France revealed some starting facts: of

the 95% of the persons who want churches, the great majority never enter

them: 80% have their children baptized, but more than half have no knowledge

of Jesus Christ; two thirds do not believe in the resurrection.

If we compare the life of the early Christians with that of many today who areé
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n the renewal of the church. T
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but when practised by Christians Christianity it can have Christian orientation,
but how are we united as Christians?

BUT ANY DIVISION TODAY?
History has it that any other church broke away from the Catholic Church,
which Christ founded. He could not have prayed that all might be one and at
the same time favour the existence of many Christians groups fighting against
each other. There is no doubt that teday Christians are divided, though Paul

tried to oppose this as we have seen in the Bible.

The Church has also tried o stop any propagation of different doctrines while

all profess or belong to Christ

Some Christians though they accept Jesus as the point of reference refuse to
accept the visible head of the Church and this means already another
organisational structure. 15 peter has losl his place for them. Some do not
see how God, Jesus and Man should have human mother. Some answer non-
_ denominational Churches as if Christ preached non-denominationally. Some
Christians build their Churches only to make money and answer different

names. All that is needed Is to add different or new adjectives to other existing

ones and new Christians emerge

me of the churches or group of Christians some people can
lives. Some Christians prefer to have no standing edifice

Even in so
obscurely lose their
saying that whenever two or more people are gathered in Christ's name, he is
there. It is enough t
statements against oth

same time read the Bib

o mount a microphone somewhere and makes polemic
ers. Some condemn what they call tradition but at the
le from which they guote and forget that the Bible is a
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written tradition of an oral méssage. Many Christians groups do not mind the
number of wives some of their members can keep arguing that Christ did not
precisely state the number of wives one can cope with. Some Christians do
not believe in hell and preach only about heaven and God's mercy for this
group, everybody goes to heaven, all their members being the first to be there.
For some Christians if you do not belong to their denomination of their special
Gnostic group you are an outcast and an infidel and a sinner to be avoided.
You cannot be employed unless you belong to their denomination. The
political rivalry shows this very openly Sectionalism helps to destroy
Christianity among us Christians of today

Many Christians are too conscious of their place of origin and this guarantees
a lot of disunity, crisis and dichotomy. A husband and a wife may belong to
different denominations and may find it almost impossible to harmonize their
activities for the good of their home. Hence even among Christians, some
discourage a mixed marriage between people of different religious groups.
Many Christians of today claim many visions given to them in a private
revelation a knowledge, which can also be called a type of Gnosticism or the

result of it.

There is no end to this type of story. By this we do not mean to say that our

Christians of today have no peace at all or have interaction among

themselves.

The Christians love is also shown among many Christian groups. There is also

some solidarity manifested by Christians especially in the Northern Nigeria,

vhen the Moslem confronted many of the Christians whose churches were

jusnt. There was no question of denominations here. An author describing

survival was the issue said in an article: "the
cted when

jow people rea
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Christians in the world, said: “as with the wagon train, when survival was the
first priority there was little time for internal strife and division; when the threat
from the outside lessened, relationship, sometimes jeading to conflicts of
personality and power struggles, took the centre stage. In other words, our
Christians of today often forget what is more important, the living of the Gospel

unity even if it is not a unisim, and emphasizing their differences.

This dissipates energy. A group of Indians missionaries in India speaking
against Christian division said "we believe that the challenge of the present
hour... calls us to mourn our Past divisions and turn to our Lord Jesus Christ to

seek in Him, the unity of the body expressed in one visible church.

We can say this, we have Ihe hig task of Christianizing the whole world-go

make disciples that is Christians of all nations Christ said.

We have been occupied with revising the structure of the church at many
levels. This was necessary, and the enterprise is far from completion.

However, today the very foundations of the faith are questioned. And yet the

church has meaning only in Christ.

people‘s faith is being shaken to its very foundations. They have to

Many
again the heart of the Christian message. We have

discover

"Sacramemaiized” on a large scal
tent of this deficiency can affect a whole continent, but we see the

e We have not sufficiently "avangelized"

and the ex
same problem whenever Christians do not live by the logic of their faith. Our
left-wing, righ
the challenge ©

condemn our f

t-wing controversies pale peside this crisis. We are faced with
£ finding again what really makes a Christian. Our task is not to
llowmen, but without weakenings, to uphold the Christians
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deal. We must preach the authentic Gospel in its entirity and reveal to the
yorld the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, as well as what God asks of
hose who bear witness to his name before the waorld. We must help Christians
o become continually more aware of their faith and live it on a more personal

evel.

viany must be helped 1o exchange a sociological Christianity for a full and
jctive life of faith. Christianity for a full and active life of faith Christianity which
ve have inherited, which has its foundation mainly in the family and education
nust mature into a Christianity of choice, based on a persona{ decision and
smbraced with the consciousness. As Tertullian has said. "Fianne, non

jascuntur”, "Christians become S0, they are not born".
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CHAPTER FIVE

< observed that the life of the early Christians had a lot of st

s a condition for being a Christian
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ed by the church, ap

ntil the present day.

for the
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We noticed that the early Christians were converts

As a result of this point we

d that the early Christian baptism

have

rch began its life in Jerusalem, it was

uided it in the powet and wisdom of

t with which the church
ds, districts. parishes,

was born.
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{need to centralize the church authority. The growh of the church was rapid
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L . sai that it is bad to segregate because Christ came for everybody.
e élso observed that the aposties oceupy the high post in the hierarchy
That is to say that the followers of Christ should be the head and not the tail.

The environment they worked: - Culturally they were Jews but politically

dominated by the Rome. Jews take the fallowers of Christ @s social disturbers

i_hat was why they warned them not to speak in the name of Jesus. The

Romans wants 10 establish their faith. The Jews are still expecting their

Messiah why at the same time preaching ihe Missiah. The apostles were

persecuted, imprisoned at times but the did not give up. The environment was

the type that opposes their teaching.

In conclusion, we can say that the early church showed us the way to life but

in our own time {he reverse is the case. Before there was only one church but

sion in the chureh, many churches have sprung up- There is no unit

due to divi
the leaders of the churches seen not

among the Christians. A good number of
lead by the spirit. Today everyone claim 10 pe lead by the gpirit. Some are
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r{.'_‘,-hr‘l.sti.an Association of Nigeria (CAN) which is an umbrella holding the
g stane together should try to teach unity among the various churches in the

country.

Ghurch teachings, doctrine and liturgy should have to do with the cuttural
pattern of the people. Despite all the negative aspect of our today's Way of

life, the Christians of today have achieved a lot.

The church in Africa and moreso in Nigeria today have experienced a new era

of Evangelisation. This is because today, African nations are constantly

challenged by new realities of political, economic, social, cultural and religious
y to an era of independent

import. The period of colonialism has given wa
of their countries

African nations. With African leaders directing the destinies

and the wind of change blowing from nation to nation. The Christian churches

In order 1o survive therefore, and to face
e urgent need for her to adopt more
finds herself in the church today

are not unaffected by this change.
the challenges fgcing the church there is th

suitable strategies for the situation that she
claiming the good news to every nooks and

has engaged herself in pro
of the church today is 1o make sure that

crannies of the world. In fact, the goal
py the year 2000, the whole world will be more Christian than now. Qur

the transformation of men through convert both the

church today is trying in
ctivities in which they

individual and collective conscien
nally their lives and

ce of people, all their a

engage and fi their environment.

e busy in shaping and puilding: up the faith of

in fact our Christian churches ar

here is increase of faith now than before.

their members. T
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There is @S0 @ list of materials committed while doing this work which
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