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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL BACKGROUND)

10 INTRODU CTIoN

Civil societies have globally become active non-state agents of democratjc 80vernance saddled
with the multifaceted responsibilities of providing socia] welfare, economic empowerment,

humanitarian services, political participation, human capital development and economic activities,

as the cumulus of voluntary, self-generating, at least partially self«supporting, and autonomoyg
associations different from the state, business and family and bound by a legal order or set of
shared rules that js Open to the public Woods (1992). It is known as the third sector because it
serves as a vibrant social inten‘nediary between the state, business and family, Harbeson (1993),

postulated that Civi] society in Africq and Nigeria in particular is 5 recent phenomenon tha
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ith this is the poverty ofdemocracy In Africa which js manifest in the tising
profiles of poverty, dictatorship, human rights abuses, hunger, insecurity, endemic corruption and
bribery, environmenta| degradation, diseases, illiteracy, gender violence and underdevelopmem
Abutudy (1995),

while civi] society watches and remain hapless.



of democracy in Nigeria. Civil society groups in Nigeria have been indispensable actors in the
democratization Process especially since the return to civil rule in 1999, Ag agents of social change
germane for mass reorientation and mobilization, they have helped in the sustenance and
deepening of democratic governance by providing a critical socio-economic and political services
to Nigerians in both urban and rural areas, However, in spite of the ubiquitous nature of civil
society in contemporary Nigeria’s democratic governance, there still exist, immense lacunae in the
nation’s current democratic governance. The democratic system in Nigeria is riddled with
corruption, bribery, nepotism, human rights abuses, electoral frauds, godfatherism, violence,
economic injustice and the rise in ethnic militia movements that tend to make mockery of Nigeria
claim to democratic governance, Thus Therefore, this research study intends to look at the roles of
civil societies in effectively ensuring the continuation of democracy in Nigeria (1999-2015), it will
also highlight some of the problems that could militate against the emergence of a viable civil
society and look at how the strength of Nigeria civil society could be enhanced,

1.2 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
The research study fs primarily to find the roles of Civil Society in promoting democracy, good
governance, peace and national reconciliation in Nigeria. Through the uses of all forms of

secondary data and document analysis. this study has the following objectives:

L. To determine the roles of civil society on the sustenance of democracy in third world nation
with particular reference to Nigeria.

2. To examine the contributions of Civil Society in the sustenance of democracy in Nigeria.




3. To explore the main challenges ang Constraints faced by Civil Society in the Sustenance of

democracy ang 8ood governance in Nigerja,

general,

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

Therefore, this research work is attempted to answer the following questions:

1. What are the roles of civil society on the Sustenance of democracy in third world nation in

general and particularly in Nigeria?
2. What are the contributions of Cjvi] Society in the sustenance of democracy in Nigeria?

3. What are the main challenges and constraints faced by Civil Society in the sustenance and

Promoting democracy and good governance?

4. How the role and performance of civil society can be enhanced in carrying out their primary
duties?

1.4 SIGNIF ICANCE of THE STUDY
The significance of the study will lie in the difference; it is capable of making to the enhancement
of democratic ethjes in the Nigeria political system. Its premise is that ciyil society has a great role

to play in expanding Nigeria nascent democracy across its territorial boundaries.

4




L7 HISTORICAL, BACKGROUND oF THE STUDY AREA
Nigeria is the most populoys country in Africa, it is situated between latitudes 400E ang 1400N

As one moves from the north to the south, the vegetation progressively changes from savannah

8rassland to tropical rain forest, Typically, there are two main Seasons: rainy season and dry season

interspersed by the harmattan season, The rains are heaviest in the south and thinnest jn the north,

Since the 19705 desert encroachment and desertification have become a serioyg environmenta|
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Nigeria was established in the late nineteenth century, starting with the Colony of Lagos in 1861.

Subsequently, the Oj1 Rivers Protectorate was created in southeastern Nigeria and the Ro yal Niger
Company was given a charter to control what later became Northern Nigeria. By 1900, there were
the Colony and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria and the Protectorate of Northern Nigeria. In 1904,
the Protectorate of Southern Ni geria was divided into Central and Eastern Provinces, west and east
of the River Niger. Thus, the Northern Protectorate and the Colony and Protectorate of Southern
Nigeria were amalgamated in 1914 to create modern Nigeria, largely to save the British treasury

from direct financial responsibility for the administration of Northern Nigeria, However, despite



this purported amalgamation, the British continued to ryp the

al and adminjs
COmMmon economic in frastructure such as ro

two halves of the country—Naorth
trative entities with little common linkage outside of
ads,
entailed neither unification of colonial p

 and South—as separgate politic

railways and a common currency, Amalgamation

olicies in the two halves of the country nor the
development of an integrated administration (Q

yovbaire, 1983). Different systems of law and land
tenure were developed in the two halves. The

attempt to extend the Northern aristocratic system

governance of Lagos Colony, where g limited elective principle was introduced, was also different
from the rest of Southern Nigeria.

The Nigerian Council, including six prominent traditional rulers from the northern and
southwestern parts of the country, was constituted in 9] 6, ostensibly to create a natjonal platform
for this bifurcated colony. The council met rarely; in reality, the inward-looking colonial
administrative ethos and practices in both the North and the South ensured that the two halves of
the country continued to evolve as separate entities. And the political and administrative cleavages
were further accentuated by colonial prejudice. British administrators serving in the North often
regarded Southerners as unruly savages, while those in the South regarded Northerners as ignorant
and backward, Such was the “partisan” gulfbetween the colonial administrations of both Northern
and Southern Nigeria that a standard joke among educated Nigerians in the 1930s was that the two
British administrations would have gone to war but for the presence of the Nigerian population
Separating them (Afigbo, 1989) The colonial administrative staff in the North were particularly
prone to a separatist psychology (Bell, 1989). This structural and psychological divide woven into
the very structure of the colonial state permeated the society and remains engrained in Nigerian
political life. Furthermore, the colonial policy of Indirect Rule, conducted through local chiefs,
accentuated localism. Lord Lugard, the deliberate architect of this bifurcated colony based on

regionalism and localism, left in 1918, bringing to an end a period in which Nigeria existed in

name only.,

One of the few efforts at unifying the peoples of the country was the Clifford Constitution of 1922,

Wwhich sought to integrate the two Southern provinces and the Celony of Lagos, while at Biesis
E
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By 1238, the Nationa| Youth Movement, representing the new educated and commercial elite of

Lagos, had superseded the Nigerian National Democr
Constitution. Both parties had “national”

atic Party, formed in response to the Clifford
in their names, but this was a claim sustained more by
aspiration than reality, Both represented the nascent elite of Lagos and its immediate surroundings,
but claimed to speak for the “nation™. The impact of the Second World War was to increase the
tempo of the social and political ferment, with ex-servicemen, organized labour and students
joining the fray. Many more parts of Southern Nigeria were thereby drawn into the “nationalist”
movement. An umbrella movement, which later became the National Council of Nigeria Citizens
(NCNC), was formed in 1944 to agitate for better educational provision. Though it had the Lagos
elite at its core, it was able to incorporate a few individuals from the North into its ranks, if only
for a while. The Richards Constitution of 1946 sought to respond to the postwar pressures. It
formally introduced regionalism as a premise for governance, giving a de jure foundation to an
extant reality. This regionalism also correspended to ethnicity: with the Hausa-Fulani in Northern
Nigeria, Igbo in the Eastern Region and the Yoruba in the Western Region, the territoriality of
ethnicity was enhanced. The ethnic minorities in each region were forced to accommodate as best

they could to the rising tide of majoritarian hegemony in each region.

The MacPherson Constitution of 1951 sought to respond to Nationalist Movement that is, NCNC
criticisms of the Richards Constitution. Its lasting legacy was to further entrench regionalism in
the Nigerian state. Common economic infrastructure, particularly the marketing boards, was
regionalized, creating even more powerful incentives for ethno-regional elites to organize along
regional lines for the control of the marketing board surpluses. Regional Parliaments were also
iﬂtl‘oduced, channeling pelitical aspirations inte regional institutions. A na.tlona] House of
Representatives was put in place in Lagos, composed of representatives of the regional assemblies,

Afric inisters were put in charge of regional and central ministries. Not only wete the entire
an ministers



The nationalists political movement wag firmly spiit along ethno-regional lines: The Hausa-

Fulani~dominateq Northern People’s Congress (NPC)in Northern Nigeria, the Yonzba—dominated

them (Dare 1988). In each region,

trenchant criticism of Nigerian democratic practice, Nolutshungy ¢ 1990) argues that Nigerian

privileged domain by “sanctifying” the regional artifice. They developed ¢ommon notion of
democracy: “as the context within which competition was to be undertaken rather thap the issue
contested. Democracy was not championed or challenged with respect (o its content of rights, but
was the mechanism through which political power would be gained or distributed, and with it
economic power and status® What emerged from this notion of democracy was an intensely
regional and conflictual political system, led by “juggernauts™ representing the major ethnic group
of each region: Sir Ahmadu Bello for the Hausa-Fulani in Northern Nigeria, Nnamdi Azikiwe for
the Igbo in the Eastern Region and Obafemi Awolowo for the Yoruba in the Western Region. Each
elite group wanted to succeed the departing colonjal authorities, or 1o have 4 major say in the
suceessor regime; political elites, local businessmen and adminjstrators 2] had a stake in this
ompetition. Parties “were contrived for political advantage rather than a the expression of

Primordia identities and sensibilities” Nelutshungu (1990). Between 195] and 1966, the parties

clashed over a number of issues.

First, they clashed over the date for the granting of regional self-government. While the enithe

Tegions wanted an early transfer of power, the North was fearful of such z development.

Second, the regional parties clashed over the nature of the constitutional semtlement for
- : [ leaders from the

independence in 1960, A particular sticking point was the insistence of i

9




North got a built-in veto power within the fede

ration.

Third, after independence, the regional parties engaged in intense confrontation with O

over the allocation of federal projects, particularly the proposed iron and steel project that each
region coveted. In 1964, the NCNC government of the Eastern Region issued a statement bitterly
attacking its alliance partner at the federal level, the Northern-based NPC, of using “the little power

we surrendered to them to preserve a unity which does not exist” in order to direct money obtained

from oil resources in the east “our money” to carry out development projects in the North (Okeke,
1992).

Fourth, since the allocation of political seats and economic resources was based on the size of each
constituency’s population, the conduct of censuses became a highly charged affair as each region
sought to inflate its figures. Fifth, there was an incessant struggle over the criteria for the allocation
of state revenue. Which authority had the power to collect which taxes, and how federally collected
revenues were to be distributed to the composite units of the federation became issues of constant

political disputation.

Apart from these specific areas of disagreement, there was also the constant factor of the fear of
being excluded from the post-colonial settlement. This fear of being outwitted by its ethno-regional
rivals, each regional elite contributed to the escalation of ethnic and political tension. In the

process, a political system has been consolidated based on cultural plurality, elitism and communal

cleavages (Oyovbaire, 1983).

While each majority ethnic elite sought to ensure it strapglehold an iis eglof T led SSHERLES

Create a winning coalition at the center by exploiting minority grievances in the other regions. As
innin

a result, the Mid-West Region was created for ethnic minorities in 1963 out of a politically
sult, the Mid-Wes

cak i 2 Th ntinuin instab ity within the pOl tical system
akened W Omoigul 200 ) e cont g svstel
el estern chlml ( gut, L
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upled with the sustained i
_— Tesentment of many minority ethnicities

Republic in January 1966 and the emergence of milj S el -

framework so central to ethnic politica] contestation

inority grievances. The resu :
m Y& Ithas been a sustained process of state creation, from the four regions

1976, to 21 in 1987, to 30 in 199] and fi

: . 5 , nally to
36 states in 1996. During the same period, the third tier of governance in the federation, the
government authority,

of 1963, to the 12 states of 1967, to 19 states in

local
expanded from about 330 to 774. However, far from curbing ethno-

regionalism, the state creation process simply restructured it. Without their regional institutional

backbone and now split into many states, hegemonic ethno-regional elites adopted other symbols

and rituals as rallying points, leaving the tripolarity of the political system almost intact.
Meanwhile, some minority ethnic groups secured states or local governments of their own,
sometimes in an uneasy alliance with other minority groups, leading to the emergence of

“majority” minority groups in some states and local governments.

1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS
Conceptual clarification is a major requirement for any scientific or empirical research. It lay the
basis for outright understanding of major concepts that will be used, this is because concept is the

building block of any given discipline.

1.8.1 Civil Society
A whole range of social groups that seeks to operate SRR St ik e

business enterprises, labor unions, trade association, religious bodies, student organizations,
.

artistic and publication (Gold 1999).

Civil society according to Chukwuma (2005) is defined as a set e
lety acc ’

behavior situated between the state, business world and family. These include non-governmental
Organizati ivate voluntary organization, people’s organizations, civic organization,
ion, pri . - o
igi social organizations. In a similar
{zati ander, religious, and
Community based organization, cultural, g

4 iational life of citizens characterized by
: jvi ty as the associationa :
vein, [kelegbe (2013) defined civil socie

11



objective of not to capture political power or make profits but to provide and advance a

of good governance and common good of its members (Ghaus-Pasha, 2004). To Tomugﬁ‘[fe,, :
society refers to associational activity that that occurs in political space outside thestate, an
ideology that gained renewed momentum in the 1980 and 1990s as organizations and activists

struggled to challenge dictatorships and illiberal regimes.

Uwan and Yearoo (2009) civil society is defined as the set of institutions and organizations that
interface between the state, business world and the family. They further argued that civil society
is the arena of un-coerced collective actions around shared interest, values. In theory the
institutions are different from the state, business and family world though in practice, the boundary
between the state, family, market and civil society are often complex, blurred and negotiated. They
identified civil society to include Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs), Private Voluntary

Organizations (PVOs), people’s organizations, community based organizations (CBOs), civic

clubs, and trade unions.

Civil society is therefore, in this research work taken to mean the third sector, the collectivity of

business and family that is geared towards the

associational groups that is different from the state,
y social lubricants that

Promation of group goals and objectives. Civil society provides the necessar
interface between the government and the citizens especially in the promotion of good democratic

y defined and cut across social, political, economic

%Vemance. Their responsibilities are clearl

8d cultural matrix of human society.

12



1.82 Democracy
memncracy is a buzz word th m

American president, Abraham Lincoln (1863), democracy i_s-_'“ ;
people, by the people and for the people. Democracy is about the so
effective representation of the people, accountability, and rule of law, free
elections, and provisions of basic infrastructure, social security, and transparency in m g
of common wealth.

Fadakinte (2013) democracy is a form of government by mean of which citizens, through free and
open institutional arrangements are empowered to choose and remove leaders in a competitive
struggle for peoples’ vote. Diamond (1999) avers that Liberal Democracy is a representative kind
of governance in which qualified adult members of a given society elect their representatives
through a periodic free and fair election. Democracy has recently become one of the fastest
growing forms of government because of its ineluctable drive towards human freedom. It
entrenches unlimited freedom and rule of law. Ideally, as a result of this, civil scciety is a symbol

of true democracy.

Democracy is about effective and efficient representation and delivery of the dividends of good
governance to the masses. It is a political system providing for the participation of citizens in
political decision making often by the representatives of governing bodies (Giddens 2001).
However, Schumpeter, (1967) posits that the democratic method is that institutional arrangement
which realizes the common good by making the people themselves decide who are to assemble in

order to carry out its will. And this generalization of the term has prompted imam (1991) 1@

conceptualize democracy as the people’s right to participate fully in the discussions and decision

on the issues that affect them and take control over their lives. T

difficult to be claimed in today s Nigerian democratic environment because the right to participate
involved in the democratic process that

his right may however be very

fully in decisions is contradictory with the right to be

13



Nigeria today, is ‘
a3 a system of government re

Jiberty, freedom of speech ang mqg_mwf

3 A

1.83 Democracy Sustenance:

A state of affairs in which none of the major political actors, i
institutions, considers that there is no alternative to democratic processes
political institutions has a claim to the action of democratically elected decision

Sustenance as in consolidation is the process by which democracy becomes so broadly m
profoundly legitimate among its citizens that it is very unlikely to break down. It involves,
behavioral and institutional changes that normalize democratic politics and narrow its uncertainty.
This normalization requires the expansion of citizen access, development of democratic citizenship
and culture, broadening of leadership recruitment and training, enhancement ofnational integrative
instruments and other functions that civil society performs. However, most of all, and most
urgently, it requires political institutionalization. Thus, democracy ean best be sustained when we
have a good reason to believe that it is capable of withstanding pressure or shocks without
abandoning the electoral process or the political freedom on which it depends, including those of

dissent and opposition. Moreover, this will require a depth of institutionalization reaching beyond

the electoral process itself. Lay Diamond (1995).

From these, however, a variety of different criteria has been proposed in the literature in order to
identify a sustained democracy when we see one. Democracy is consolidated when a government
fair contest is defeated in a subsequent election and accepts
not winning office that matters, but losing it and

owerful players, and their social backers,

that has itself been elected in a free and

the result. The point of this criterion is that, it is

accepting the verdict, because this demonstrates that p

are prepared to put respect for the rules of the game above the con
urs a simple Jongevity or generation

other hand, the second option favo ; ‘
are sufficient t© judge a democracy consolidated, even without a

tinuation of their power. On the

test. Twenty years say, of

Tegular competitive elections
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change of ruling party, since habituation to th
c

e el
method for appoInting rulers unthinkapje cetoral process would make any alternative

ge and becom, i a5
commitment to democratic norms, P ety prinsipled

but Whe . kel )
oral 0 the major political players recognize sufficient
ctoral

procedures and subsequently see that their interest in

ing to the rules of i
kcepm.g the game outweighs the Costs to them of their being undermined. The
foregoing has demonstrated that the sustainabi

common interest in establishing ele

lity of democracy is a product of many factors or
N Horioins <o ;

: © one condition on its own will be either necessary or sufficient
but an accumulation of facilitating conditions can be expected to enhance the prospects for the

conditions operating together.

survival of electoral democracy. The project is clearly more difficult in some circumstances than
others, and faces much more formidable obstacles in some countries than others. It is a task in the

social sciences to identify these circumstances and subject them to comparative analysis.

It is unequivocally glaring to discern the fact that the concept of democratic sustenance has the
problems of homonymity (one word meaning many things). For the purpose of this research work
however, democratic sustenance means the capacity of the polity to nurture and consolidate
democracy over a very long time spell with little or no threat to the abortion of democratic

experiment and disintegrative elements in whatever form and pretense (J. Linz 1990).



LITERATURE RE
i .VIEW AND THEQ, =
1,0 INTRODUCTION RETICAL FRAMEWORK

jemocratic governance, telecommunicat; Process of globalization, a growing of
y ieations and economie integration. Together with this, interest
Despite of all the increasing interests of

: ey plex and difficult to define. The task of
defining the concept, identifying CS’s essential features and designing a strategy to assess its state

in the role of CS also has been growing in recen years

the role of CS, the very concept of CS s seen a com

i, in tself, & complex: and potentially controversial process (Ficramonti & Heinrich, 2007). Civil
society can mean different thing to different people depending on what kind of democratic society
one has in mind and taking into account the specific political and cultural context in which it
operates. More so, the interest of international organizations. international civil society
organizations, development and donor agencies in the support and funding of civil society
organizations (CSOs) in the third world, was part of efforts to scale down and divest roles from
the failing post-colonial states, to strengthen private sector driven development initiatives, promote
participatory development efforts and particularly deconstruct state centralized and top down

development.

Civil saciety has become across the world, the non-state emergent agent for providing critical
social welfare, social services, humanitarian services, socioeconomic empowerment, political
participation, human capital development and productive economic activities. But more
imponam]y! it has become the popular agent for instituting accountability, transparency and good

Jads ramzd effects of market forces and
govemance, restraining state abuses, resisting the untamed

2013)

strengthening public scrutiny (Keane 1989 and Ikelegbe

e g vion in relation to critical areas of human
In fact, the dj . f the civil society formation m
, the r of efforts of the c :
diversity o 10 zovernance at local, national and

and national existence, have made it look like it 15 C&T ) :
; 1al ills and the generation of sustainable development.

brace CS with high hopes and

IMernational levels, the resolution of socie
. e tended o em
The intemational community and govemments pREe

- sost-colonial states and contributing
Potentialities as capable of redressing the character & the post

o
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jally to sustainable d
bstﬂ-l'ma“y evelo
dening rights and freedom s C80s are seen as facilitating d
proa 8, Stre ilitating divergent voices
onsensus building and empowerin Petening collive decision making Pafﬁipaﬁon and
g ordinary people, The CS formati ,
that is involvement is seen as legltlmlzlng of polj e

ICies and processes,

11 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

iety (CS ot
civil society (CS) is both an organizational structure and an analytical tool for the analysis of

iti de ol
e a].]d veloprent R e e entity, its precise content and boundary is contested. As
an analytical framework, its relevance and potency is also contested. Civil Society (CS) is the

associational life of citizens characterized by common interests, civil and public purposes, and
voluntary collective and autonomous actions (Grindle, 1996 and Ikelegbe, 2001). It comprises self,
autonomous and non-state associations that are voluntarily constituted, self-generating, self-
supporting and self-governing (Ikelegbe, 2005). It is those associations that enable citizens to
participate voluntarily, freely and openly within the public realm, and operate and function
independent of and outside state and corporate power, though relating to them. [t comprises
clusters of diverse and overlapping non-governmental institutions through which collective and
shared wills and interests are articulated, projected and defended. It is the organized socio-political
and economic life of citizens and communities, for the mobilization of actions and engagements
in relation to their needs, interests, existence and survival. The civil society organization (CSO) is

the major non-state structure by which people relate to themselves and throu gh which they relate

to the state and socio-political purposes.

According to Temitope (2015), the concept of civil society is extensive and generally falls into

three broad functional categories: first, a8 an alternative t0 the state; second, as a supporter or ally

10 the state; and third, as a counterbalance 10 the state and its policies. Civil society to him, is

s a result, requires his

plied to posteolonial developing nations like Nigeria Specifically, the unique clrumstances

torical and contextual amplification when
Uniquely Western in origin and, &

ing colonization, its quests fi
S"rmlmding Nigeria’s traditional societies befor and durllng ‘ quests for
"deperld d the ch teristics of the period following independence provide context for
ence, and the charac
ic governance.
dtscussmg how CSOs may be used to foster democratic &
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¢ earlier stated the historical opjg;
3 8 BIns of the oncept of civi] sggi
g L 1l society stem from Western ideas of

; ivil Society: H; :
and Sunil K. (2001), present a comp] Society: History and Possibilitics, Sudipta K.

ation of stygd;
o Studies that addresses the manner in which a post-
© especially in e
iyt ‘ m
institutions of “all spheres of socia] life... outside Sl

the jurisdiction of the State. Besides the civil
4 o S0
he compilation also explores the room for these new
radical democratic aspirations,”

communist society interacts with

development of the post-communist society

associational movements as a vehicle for

Acconding to Kaviraj and Khilnani (2001), contemporary discussions of civil society visa-vis Third
World societies would best correspond to the 19th-century early industrialization period in
Western societies. On this assumption, Khilnani (2001), addresses the developmental context of
civil societies, placing both geographic spaces on an equal footing rooted in the “reorganization of

their societies around the power of the modern State” and defining associated developmental
metrics and standards.

In Africa in particular, the failure of many modem states to materialize has created a situation
where some governments are unable to project influence, capability, or capacity beyond their
immediate geographic (office) spaces. In this context, civil society is usually externally funded
and primarily a service delivery agent. In Africa, civil-society entities tend to be backed by foreign
aid and fill the void that inefficient states leave in meeting the basic needs of their citizenry and

alleviating crippling poverty. In this role, CSOs literally fulfill the function of the state; hence,

becoming an alternative for providing public good.

According to Paulos M. (2006), this observation goes hand in hand with the prevailing mission of

Most non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to improve the stunted development-centric needs

o people; e.g., health, education, and welfare.
or in the gOVer!
y Gimilarly, Guillermo O’Donnell posits that a

il soei nance equation—what some researchers
Civi society is considered to be 8 key sect

“nsider the fifth pillar of open demoera®

“nsolidated democracy has both horizontal an
s that improve the

d vertical accountability because it has gone

thr, representative functions of democratic
Ough the institutional reform
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and thejr 1
eir lmkages to social groups, reducing

flegislatures and local governments, gng i capacity and public accountability
Ing civil society,
steven Friedman (2010), argues that organized giyi] quci
: Societ
srengthening democracy because it encourages the organj ’
; anizati
he cautions ag g 2

is a tool for consolidating and

and participation of citizens, but

ainst limiting that participati
e bg participation solely to CSOs. Friedman alludes to the pitfall of
assuming © represented through the civil-society paradigm only. Acknowledging

e T i e b iy e

. Y as a Western concept that provides a viable tool for
Afticans. He asserts that organizing to promote citizen demands is not necessarily oppositional
toward the state. He frames civil society as a multifaceted tool that can be molded to represent any
heterogeneous society in working with the state or contesting political powers. In this paradigm,
civil society can fall prey to cooptation by the state. But it can also be used to project the value of
heterogeneity and nationalism and to knit together the diverse interests active in public life.
Evidence of this type of CSO was common during transitions between military and civilian
regimes during the turbulent years of the 1980s and 1990s, New civilian authorities often created
unions, truth and commission agencies, anti-graft commissions, and other agencies with the
premise of creating space for civil-state dialogue, action, and development. In almost all cases,
these agencies are eventually coopted into the patronage stream.

Civil society can also serve as a pure critic of the state. It can function as an oppositional watchdog

that slants toward presenting & counterpoint to state actions. While this third perspective

oceasionally has undertones of the previous perspective,
oritarian construct. In this context, Stephen N.

it primarily centers on the capabilities

and eapacity of civil society within the modern auth

{1996), is among those who argue that CSOs, including NGOs, are charged with opposing
“undemocratic governments and furthering and sustaining democracy.” In this respect, the role of
g « void left by the state. Studies by Naomi C., Harbeson .

Gvil society is beyond filling the servic

&4 Bratton M, (1994) and (2003) respectivel
' I
F080s s deivedh ge Writing mostly in the 1990s, these analysts look beyond the role of
0 drive change.
Sivil ate transitions fro

y, promote this argument that the primary function
L]

m authoritarian rule. They contend that civil
society during the immedi
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ety 15 charged with not sett]ip, :
. tent possible fr it half-formeq demos
ex om s :
urthest 2 grassrootg level to 5 B ful;%, but rather, with pushing to the
» Ully oppositional party s
ystem.

pspreviousty mentioned, theorists such g Mont
esquieu

tyrannical authoritarian d; -
1o counter 1an dictums, Aq
. 4 counte

qonsiders the prevalence of nondemocratic regimes "Point, writing in 2003, Howard Wiarda
n su!

. b-Sah : ‘
o “limit, co-opt, weaken, or destroy all civil saciety gr aran Africa and how those regimes
0

i : ups that the; ,,
e presents a fairly gloomy picture of civi] society’s a e e

bility to ; i
and argues that the form of civil Y to make gains on behalf of citizens

societ ;
e r Y that emerges under authoritarian regimes is one of
worporatism” or state-owned civil society,

The concept of civil society is not new in Nigeria political lexicon, a lot of scholars, social, political
and economic has written so much about it and its perceived role.

Mutan (2003), sees civil society as a wide range of association and other organized collections
capable of articulating the interest of their members, molding and constraining state power.
According to him, their demand provides input for the democratic political process which at times
is aggregated by political parties. Their approval or disapproved of what goes on in government
contributes to accountability. He further postulates that a count which is well endowed in this
respect is well positioned to democracy and ensuring good governance. It is in this same vain that

aweak civil society is often used and explained as the failure of democratization.

Gold (1999), sees civil society as a wwhole range of socially groups that seeks to operate

independents of the state and the communist party”” such as private business enterprises, labor

i iei i izations, artistic as
Wions, trade unions professional association, religious podies, student organizations,
>

s i of the state but as
Pblications, His interference is that civil societies are not only independent

‘ ; i st th

terest group they push forward their demand which confra: 5 whole, hence, he
b asa h 5

Hords, it might be for a particular class interest or the interest of the society

at of the government. In order

P though, sometimes, these terms are use inter

ifferan: (T oty
fentiate civil soci ociational & = 4 o
Fhikil e {heir demands than civil society.

: ific in
hangeab'}’- Associational groups are more spect
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- ond (1995) viewed civil societ
v :on, self-supporting, aut ¥ 35 that realm of Organiz
on, Sell- , au € social i :
peratl X : Onomaus from, Hrars e ocial life that is voluntary, self-
grared sules. Thus, civil society is an iﬂtErmediary ound by a legal order and a set of

entit :
Y standing between the private sphere and

i at it involye

« ig distinct from society i
ae, it 15 oclety in general, i -
pubﬁc sphere to EXpress and hold state officia|g AR § Citizens acting collectivity in the
able.

He lists the characteristics of civil societies ag follows:

LA .organlzed e check against the excesses of government, human-rights

siolations, and abuse of the rule of law and monitors the application of constitutional provisi

7. |t increases the participation and the skills of all the vari i l'Ona PTO\.“S!C‘)HSA
) various segments of a society and instills a

sense of tolerance, thrift, hard work, moderation, and compromise among the various competing

parties in the society.

3.1t serves as an alternative to political parties and can offer a refuge for those who are shut out

from their rights due to non-membership in given political parties.

4 It serves to enhance the bargaining power of intetest groups and provides inclusive mechanisms

for them.

5.1t has a role in mitigating the excesses of fundamentalist extremists and maximalists who tend

to have a very narrow view of life, in the context of either/or. It thus also provides other alternatives

for negotiation within a multifaceted society.

Diamond again distinguished further the difference between civil society from other society in

general. This distinguishing factor is basically wsnterest”, it is defined interest that makes member

W ect collectively in actualizing the goals, aims and objectives. This interest In some cases runs

turage to government (state) policies, but on the other hand among civil society group, they do

%10 find a common ground to act.

information. He further describes functions of civil
ange

prcwiding the basi

panies to articulat

I doing this, Diamond says they exch

s for the limitation of state power.
Society in a democracy setups these includes

Sl <. ageregate and present their
Wis supposed to supplement the role of politicd
im&:rESL



.| and ethnic associations, the vari
jribel : : 10US nop- Bovernment gro :
pumerous occupational pracices such g pharmacj Ups, professional interest group of
acists

j i nur, : . %

groprictOtS: journalists, youth and student o Chs : ses, and dentist, media practitioners,
. . y Churches
oganizations, human rights and ciyil society liberti :
" 168

(environmentalist) and simil

mosques and related ecclesiastical

bodies groups, the environment

ar nature oriente
o et d adv0cacy groups, organization for the preservation
and advancement of traditional institutions and val

d it ues, labor and trade union market associations,
famers and gender-based groups, even militant and violence-prone association in his view

«anstitute part of civil society in Nigeria. He like the others, made a distinction between civil
society groups which are democratic inclined and focused, and those which are not so inclined and
motivated. This is because there are some civil society groups that are legally registered and many
others which operated openly without legal accreditation, and are outside the law and norms of
saciety. Looking at the pluralistic and complexity of Nigeria as a society. The activism of civil
society as a collectivity of new social formations has to grapple with the pluralism of the Nigeria

corporate society.

Therefore, Oyeybare (2000), concluded that the full value of civil society in relations to the
sustenance of democracy can be related only if civil society has time to grow and develop and is

@ble to transcend its own contradiction.

Uthendy (2000), in his analysis of civil society was more interest in what differentiates a civil

soin i i e concept of civil
Suiety from the political society o states 0 hirn, in its modern expression th p

< onshi -political and extra
ety aids the understanding of their relationship of government to pre-p

iti and the consequences that flow
litical asociations, it addresses the conoept of political space

he idea thata public sphere can be distinguished

¥en itis differentiated as it is in modern state. T '
o-exist in @ policy ea

s which are central t
ed in Western Europe

k ch has important roles to plays in
M a ciyi] society and that while both €

pmmmi”g the welfare of individual and group:
hESe

o the concept of civil society.
and North America and

i ]
1eas in his views had only gradually evolv
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ture wor S
4 h‘::-mde. He went further to stress that

he central hypothesis been that man ig py by naty
ature

himself toward society, promoted by self- ordered towards society rather he orders

interest, The:
pythe social contact theorists Thomas Hobbes se could be seen from the view expressed

John Locks and Jeans Jacques Rousseau (Uchendu
2000). Despite the divergent views of these schol S ( ’
ars as to the origin of the state, a

, a common ground

d that the desir :
can be note ¢ of man to live a much more organized life where the common goal can
be much more assured gravitate them towards reaching agreement to ensure thi

nsure this.

Thus, the philosophical state emerged. Strauss (1972), building on this. reminds us that the “desire
of self-preservation is a passion, a powerful passion that makes itself the basis of civil society” In
other words, Strauss makes natural law a sufficient basis for all rights and duties in society and

derives man’s civil duties from the right of self-preservation.

Civil society therefore, refers to the space for collective action around shared interests, purposes
and values, generally distinet from government and commereial for-profit actors. Civil society
includes charities, development NGOs, community groups, Women's organizations, faith-based
arganizations, professional associations, trade unions, social movements. coalitions and advocacy
groups, However civil saciety is not homogeneous and the boundaries between civil society and

government or civil society and commercial actors can be blurred. There is certainly no one civil

society’ view, and civil society actors need to contend with similar issues of representativeness and

legitimacy as those of other representatives and advocates. Despite 1 complexity and

. i i ial to give e i t
hetcm-‘lc"k‘il\’ the inclusion of civil society voices 18 essential to give expression to the
: e i s can enhanc icipation
marginalized and those who often are not heard. Civil society actors can enhance the partic pat
ey ¥ i : oy decision-making.
“Fcommunities in the provision of services and in policy

e by the people- As such it is both a form of rule and a model
e by

Nits g .
Ssimplest form democracy 18 U ' .

5 b 2 nd economic development.
onal/ethnic integration and =ca o

o0 pol

itical organization channel towards natl
ms and pro
Asam

A cedures for exercising and limiting the exercise
A8 a ¢ . ! .
form of rule jt consists of mechanis

odel of political organization, it contains a
ntexts.

ne i
Power in historically determined €0
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ore principles th
bt of © }:1 . p g at place valye op human life ang g;
-.ms for their realizatio ; ignit i !
pechaniS™S " 8 8 united group (Kuna, 209s) Agn Y #nd i many oases sy
il of powver and a model of politics tha i Sikrroen + £33 such, democracy represents

isi s Srms coy o !
e politice! decisions by majority ryle, nfers on citizens the right to disncty

1 .
owevers Schumpeter, (1967) posits that the democratic method is that institutional
nal arrangement

i i omm A
shich ealizes the common good by making the people themselves decide who are to assemble |
€ 1n

adr 10 €31 out its will. And this generalization of the term has prompted imam (1991)
8]

wnceptualize democracy as the peaple’s right to participate fully in the discussions and decision
o the issues that affect them and take control over their lives. This right may however be very
difficult to be claimed in today’s Nigerian democratic environment because the right to participate
fully in decisions is contradictory with the right to be involved in the democratic process that
bought the governance itself. This means that the choices of the masses are not truly the
representation of the people at the government. The practice of democracy as mentioned earlier in
Nigeria taday, is supposed to be in line with the view point of Enemuo (1999) who sees democracy
wa system of government referring to political situation that is characterized by qualities of

liberty, freedom of speech and freedom of action.

Nigeria’s brand of democratic governance is like what Diamond (2002) refers to as electoral
authoritarianism i.e. a ‘pseudo democracy’ in which political pluralism has not been completely
tlosed off, rather, multiple parties are allowed to contest elections that are held at regular

tonstitutional intervals but in which opposition parties and candidates are not allowed full freedom
| democratic institutions like multiparty

© campaign and given a fair chance to win, Forma ‘
soften the reality of

tctions and parliament exists precisely © obscure and sometimes

itimizin
Whoritarian domination (Diamond, 2002). Rather than a true form of rule, they are a legitimizing

i i ommunity and the
fa‘;ades with which to purchase some acceptance from the international ¢ ; ¥y
oups. A number of generic problems

d(]me 1 IR . h 'c i.
slic consti i division of the ethnic &
stituency and internal in Nigeria, The most urgent and

® i it
et the consolidation of democracy and national unity

i, i eca
s problem is the weakness and frequency 1n the d .
aders and institution

y of the rule of law. No greater

s that supposed to encourage

pf()ble [

ah iti i al le -
Wi ity national unity and economic development
1Y»

"alia i . ‘
"l integration and undermines political stabil
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guggling: drug trafficking, crimina| Violence, per,
3 on;

dgsinterestedness in national integration B
) Crag

gould be seen 0 be involved in the decision makin

alizati
Zation of power human rights abuses, and

Y Boes beyond elections, hence, the people
B process of government,

is the term “the comm ,
snother 18 th on people” democracy is class recognizing terms, and the term th
o the comm W ’ y
psopie refers t on people as distinguished from kings and so on, Equality too should be

wted. The equality of rights and privileges (political, social and legal) among citizens is crucial

orthe e Aeheu Ofdemocmcy to have a genuine democracy, there must be first and foremost
2real equality of citizenship.

Urofsky (2006), noted eleven (1 1) root principles of democratic government, these are:-

I, Constitution

=1

Democratic election

3. Federalism

4 Ruleoflaw

5. Anindependent judiciary
6. Power of the president
Roles of civil society group
Roles of a free media
Public right to knowledge
Protecting minority right

Civilian control of the military

no indi ble existence 0 civil
ickl te that an indispensal
1l qulc y f

Bageg .
on the above postulations one W!
i ¢ state. This is because

it’'s their role to ensur¢ that all
Wejagy, d
% is a precursor to a truly democratl

B i i .
Se Principles of democracy are achlevable-
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i, he Fiscal Responsibility Act made radical p

rovisions for access to informati i

: rmation with regard

S5, i

(o the budget process. Section 48 (1) provides that the Federa] Government shall ensure that th
at the

fical and financial affairs are conducted in a transparent manner and accordingly ensure full and
mely disclosure and wide publication of all transactions and decisions involving public revenues
ndexpenditures and their implications for its finances (IJADS 2017)

The Fiscal Responsibility Act is also innovative in that it empowers Nigerians to enforce the
movisions of the Act through appropriate judicial orders. By section 51 of the Act, every Nigerian
dull have the legal capacity to enforce the provisions of the Act by obtaining prerogative orders
« other remedies at the Federal High Court, without having to show any special or particular
erest, This provision is significant in overcoming the usual problem posed by the doctrine of
locus standi in the enforcement of public 1aws. However, one of the limitations of the Fiscal
Responsibility Act is that, in view of the fact that Nigeriaisa federation, its provisions do not to a

lge extent apply to State and Local Governments (UADS 2017).

,
“'EMPIRICAL LITERATURES

petter fashioned out when they are subjected to the
e

(John, 2012) Thu

s to which public
ments by acade :

. le of civil society is to limit and control the

ic 10

a weli-ﬁlﬂmionin

In
N moe v . isi .
st cases critical policy decisions aré s, issues like the power exercised

:m:ible of civil society debates and criticisms policies are subjected, debates
B electorate via the ballot boX; criticism micians, public opir{ars; e
jqied Ut by individuals and organization™ i
:fj""fntg of CSO influence. The first and most bas g and authoritative state. But
" 0 the gtate. OF course, any demoeTaeY nee
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o country is emerging from decades gf g, |
J des of _dmtaters‘hjp it also neeg
5 . , it alsy S to find ways i
aders and state officials, P!

it and restrain the power of politica

; atified both the Uni ‘ .
Niger® bk United Nationg Convention A gai
gainst Corruption (UNCAC)

jficen Union Convention Against Corruption, These inte and the
Nigeria 10 ensure the participation of civil society in e fi ational treaties impose obligation on
1

yticle 5 provides; ght against corruption. The UNCAC, in

shall, i i
pach state party .n af:cordance with the fundamental principles of its legal system, develop
ad implement Or maintain effective, coordinated anti-corruption policies that promote the

’ aicipation of soctety and reflect the principles of the rule of law, proper management of public
Jfhiirs and public property, integrity, transparency and accountability”.

Tie UNCAC, in Article 13, provides for; “the engagement of civil society in the anti-corruption
pogramme”. Section 22 of the 1999 constitution provides; “The press, radio, television and other
sgencies of the mass media shall at all times be free to uphold the fundamental objectives contained

inthis Chapter and uphold the responsibility and accountability of the Government to the people”.

0805 have played vital roles in the enthronement of democracy as well as, the consolidation of
democracy in Nigeria. Many of these groups like Campaign for Democracy (CD), Centre for

Democracy and Development (CDD), Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CDHR) and

Ciil Liberties Organizations (CLO) were instrumental in the restoration of civil rule. It would, be

tealled, that between 1993 and 1999, in collaboration with the Nigeria Labor Congress, which is

ioeri ili dstill. Th
other civil society organization, these groups fought the Nigenan military to a standstl ey

i i test marches across the
Mobilized students and workers for civil disobedience: strikes and pro

“untry, Many in their ranks were Killed and ™

9 their escape into exile (CIVICUS Civil So¢

aimed while some lucky few were able to make

ety Index, 3007; Omode and Bakare, 2014).

: ttempted t0 insert an elongation
AePregi . gdministration (1999-2007) attemp ‘

it Ol QRS ¥ . However, protest against the
inua

o stay in offic
Use e is continuous
in the constitution to ensure his SOEEE
Natt
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e
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g ivi

Een J 05 lmmoral, corrupt, divisive insult; “nged President 0Ob

3v - 'y ] ln " %

o neertainty and, of course, it is yp, & AN evidence of gy asanjo that the "third term
Constitutig ailure, capable of creating a

nal,,

. sociew organizations that Participated |  (Saliu ang
in this prote Mohammed, 2007). Other

[ Solom
et (()mede and Bakare, 2014) on Olufelo and Adeola Odusanya among

| cision by the Nigerian government to halt a hefty fuel subsi

el :11 ];:-g:st z;nd most coordinated protests in Nigeria‘s: :;Tj onfianuary s 53
e - ry. Activists like Femi F
e i i/a .and several others resoundingly rejected the action (JibTZZ:’
e . rious other protests led by various CSOs in Lagos, Kad j ,
txduna, Kano and other parts of the country. Some of these protesters were mob;liz!:du::’aAgtl)'zJUal;

fnown as Ni i i i i Y ¥
£ Tl Un] gﬂ] st S 1 S'l.d Remo\'a] 1ed by Dino Melaye (cur ent S
eria te A n lh enator, APC

fogi State), who was later arrested.

(ne of th i
o e unforgettable efforts of the CSOs in the consolidation of Nigeria ‘s democracy was the
Inflinchi
. ing support they gave to the Justice Uwais Electoral Reform Committee (ERC)
inay

qurated on August 28, 2007 by |ate President Yar‘adua. CSOs submitted tones of memoranda

i Lhe E o ] .
RC offering suggestions on how Nigeria can break the chain of her electoral debacle.

}ﬁdeed b
Significant number of the 22 member ERC was drawn from the civil society groups. They

f Nigeria ‘s previous clections as well as charted the way

h&{pe ; .
4 in analyzing the challenges ©
¢ hearings, CSOs were there in good

;«'f\\-ard_ During the constitutional and electoral reform publi
:mbers to present memoranda. This led to a better legal framework for elections that Nigeria
:Inrrenﬂ}* has (Ojo, 2011). In addition, CSOs played 2 prominent role in ensuring the credibility of
harked on vigorous voter education using both

IIijdel ] i
"l acclaimed 2011 elections. First, they em
¢ other CSOs deployed thousands of

Som
cess (Omede and Bakare, 2014).

¢ Chibok Girls in the
{ Yobe State

a
'Uﬂdi{‘
ion ; ’ o :
3 al and social media for thelf campaigns:

irverg
Y 1o follow through and report On the electoral pro
(NANS) Jed a media protest ovel

"Mal Associats
ssociation of Nigerian Students
[laborati

JEarz . |
on with National Union ©

14
al i
fier a stakeholder’s conference in co

28

E——



guden®® AR Academic Staft Union of Secon
j Ne ork of Civil Society Organisations, Centre for mﬁﬂr School Teachers in Bauchi State
m o
guion °f Polytechnics and many other C$Os and NGOs ation Technology, Academic Staff
expresses their grievance over the

bok Girls. Africa Ari
shdue ucted Chi a Arise for Chan
ge, another CSO, expressed
appreciation 0 the

ety over the rescue of one of the Chibo
i ;6) k girls and calls for Nigerians to be optimistic (AAC,
2018)-

qenly,  simitar removal of el subsidy by President Bubari was welcomed with 2 ve scarce
W avery

protests although the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) has been upright about it The prot

est was
redue to the hope majority has on the current administration compared to the past administration.

I fact, SO CSOs like Stand Up Nigeria (SUN) led by Comrade Philip Agbese announce their
jota support of it with activists like Dino Melaye in attendance, who prot i

issue last administration (Tkenna, 2016).

against the same

Anothet CSO, The Centre for Social Justice, Equity and Transparency (CESJET) commended the
Federal Government’s decision to remove fuel subsidy, emphasizing that it will put a lasting end
wofhe incessant fuel crises in the country. CESIET frowned at the continuation of spending Over i
Trillion Naira by the government Over fuel subsidy (Ikenna, 2016). More so. The Coalition of Civil
Society Against Corrupt Persons in Nigeria has berated Nigeria Labour Congress over protests
against removal of subsidy, saying it shows they are out of tune with the thinking and yearnings

of Nigerians, their President, Linus Ejiogo said (Tkenna. 2016).

Two different groups stormed the National Assembly  recently 10 demand an end to 0NgA! ing budget
impasse. The protesters said the standoff between federal lawmakers and the execulive was pufting

e country’s economic progress 00 hold. The first grouP identified themszlves as Nigerians United
for Progressive Change (NUPC) was convened bY

United for Peace and Stability (CUPS) W& convene

Solomon Adodo and the other group Citizens

d by Bunmi Awovemi (Ogundipe. 2016).

izati ome morT numercus,
TS0 can therefore foster and support grassroots organizations 1o become M

i
~2eable‘ resourceful, and gelf-reliant. Also, grassroo

A g . There
us contributé to early warning Systems

ts contacts enable CS0s ©© provide critical
is the cost

LT
ation on potential crisis and th
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CSOs requ;
cquire less fj ;
e sfore are more cost Effecti_ve, B Wi g Inancial inputs than government agencies and
¢ that is important | '
portant in financiall i i
y constrained third

ountries. CSOs can be m
wor\d ¢ Ore reso ;
urceful and innovative as they involve local communi i
unities

4o identification and resolutio m

it . ; : 1 of development problems which i

sustamable, and more compatible with community yal d e e
ues and norms.

i spciety encompasses .
iyl ¢ g 0 the expertise and networks needed to address issues of common

o, including corru tion. :
Lo : Most of the corruption in a society involves two principal actors,

ment and t| i o
the gover™ he private sector. Civil society is typically the major victim. As power

om the ce o
Jevolves from the & nire to local authorities, opportunities for corruption shift downwards towards

new actors who are in more direct contact with civil society. This means that the ability of eivil
society to monitor, detect and reverse the activities of the public officials in their midst is enhanced
by proximity and familiarity with local issues. Indeed, this may be the training ground needed to
gain the experience and confidence necessary for action at the national level. It is also important
to note that civil society can be a part of the solution or a part of the problem. This is because in
normal situations, every society gets the type of government it deserves. The attitude of civil
society to corruption may also influence the attitude of government officials and the private sector
{0 it. The converse is also true. Sometimes, if government does not respond to public concerns,
aivil society can, and will, organize to defend its essential interest. The real role of civil society

must be to claim and defend its own core values, and not leave this integral function to those in

power (Ninamant, 2016).

23 THEORETICAL FREMEWORK L
This research work will employ the idea of liberal theory of civil society 11 order to undertake a
critical study of the civil societies, their actions and inactions, their relationships as well as the

d sustenance of democracy in Nigeria. Therefore, on

influences they have in the developme“t an i —
the course of this research work, liberal theory 18 adopted as 2 framework theory nalysis.

that the existence of civil society is highly imperative in a
al

Libey o :
e society 1 i equality, tolerance, accountability and progress.

democgar:
0C : i es i
ratic society because It promot ne qua non 1o democracy. ASa political

i " e d is st
Uberalism ig a negation to autocratic ideology an
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3 cologys liberalism espouses citizen’

8 freedom
' . €edom of assgeigtinn wu
] _(Fadaklﬂt"' 2013). SOCiation, expression, thought among others

Tjthe “ el’alS, Ci\“ll Society iS Cr ucial .l.“ an Y democ at] ti-ethnic SOClet’
b 13 ic nation Especiﬂlly il’l i i i
: 3 a muitt

: » it promotes unrestri

b hich i toted freedom, tolerance, and equity, freed
sation Which is germane T oo , freedom of expression and

as50 for building a violent free democratic society. By providing

ideines and legal provisions for openness and freedom, citizens are better informed and
empowered to participate in governance. The survival of these!liberal tene::in::ic‘; t:ec:::r eir::e
of dictators and attenuates democratic culture, Within the above perspectives, civil society siands
gs en altenative way to aggregating social, political and economic forces outside the state which
help to monitor, observer and gauge government policies and programs on the citizens and to

 uticulate the views and interests of people outside the arena of political corridor to the government.

Liberalism which emerged with the fall of feudalism and the triumph of capitalism is
contemporarily been advance guarded by liberal institutions like the United Nations Organizations,
(UNO), International Monetary Fund, (IMF), World Bank(WB) African Union, (AU) among
others. These agencies believe that the existence of civil society helps to deepen democracy by
governance. In fact, western donor

promoting accountability, transparency and prudence in

organizations like IMF and WB have made the establishment and promotion of virile civil society

asa prerequisite for granting foreign development assistance to developing countries of Africa and

Asia,

31



RES CHAPTER Tapgy,

,INTRODUCTION

MethodoIOEY is defined as a series of choices: choices about what informati

choices about how to analyze the information and data that you ;lmma:on E gaﬂ.m’
choices- It is also defined as a systematic way to solve a problem glt i: ; ?:Ci::h:f n;eihzd('ﬂog}:j
sesearch is t0 be carried out, Essentially, the procedures by whict'l researcherscgo :b:ul: t:::rg wotk

of describing, explaining and predicting phenomena are called research methodology (Kothari,

2012). The research strategy used in a conducted study is usually shaped by the research method.

The research method is generally chosen with the research aims and objectives in mind.

3 RESEARCH DESIGN

The study adopts a combination of historical design and qualitative method of analysis. These
obviously requires the reliance on secondary data for analysis. The justification for choosing the
historical design was informed by the need to interpret past irends of events or facts in order to
gain clearer perspective of the present happenings in the democratic seiting. Moreover, historical

records and textual information is required for secondary data analysis.

32POPULATION AND SAMPLE SIZE

d in Nigeria between 1999 to 2015. The sampled population were

This research study was conducte

{ were in existence during the period stated and the historical

drawn from the civil societies tha ) ¥
analysis of their actions an d inactions in the gustenance of Nigerian democracy. Secoln ary sources
of gathering data is employe 4 in this research work in answering the research que:s;\onf1 a\m:t other
; 4 i i and soft co
televant analysis. This is based on content analysis and critical review of both har Py
' i nd textbooks etc.
of related materials, literatures, journals, magazines ®
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P METHOD OF DATA COLLECTI()N
e sudy adopted a

s&COTldNS Source of dat& Cﬁllectlon ﬂlmugh the revie
i azZINes extbOO 5 g »
1 t kS oV e“l“lent Wll_ltﬂ pﬂpﬁs

unpublished works and Internet

style in looking at the evolution and

aterials: As a descriptive research, it employs 4 i
. istorical
pution of CSOs to the dem Shon
conit) Ocratization process in Nigeria, especially from 1999 —2015. Th
J om = . The

adopted content analysis !
sudy 40P Ysis as a method in analyzing the data collected. The adoption of content

sis technique is to ascertai
il 4 ain whether data from documentary sources support the questions

aised by the research.

14 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT

The research instrument used for this study was document analysis. This instrument was designed
{0 obtain secondary data from the sampled population based on the objectives and research

questions of the study.

35METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

Collection and analysis of documents has been the most important part of this research process.
This research study has a broader understanding, particularly of the selected research questions,
especially in regards to contextual factors relevant for CSOs in Nigeria. Most of the data used for

this analysis is documents derived from secondary sources. As pointed out by Bryman, such

information can be very important for researchers conducting case studies of organizations and

using methods such as participant observation of qualitative interviews (Bryman, 2008). Analyzed

documents include textbooks, journ als, reports, research papers, master thesis presentations etc.
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40 ﬁqTRODUCTION OF THE FINDINGS

There ;5 acute paucity of literature, especially quani
ivi ; itative ot
development of civil society organization in Nigeria si and statistical data on the growth and
, Biwer, since i ale
gempt 15 made to identify and chronicle th ce independence. However, in this study,
; € major changes and e s :
izations development in vari - and continuities in civil society
orgal e 1ous political phases of Nigerian history. As a result of this, this
ch work briefly reflecte i ; x 5
b i t-i dy d on civil society during the colonial era and focused more on how
ve post-indepen o
successt 'P - p fm.cl:e civilian and military administration and regimes policies and
fograms 1MPINEe on civil societ: st /
i i g £d y organizations and interrogated the commitments of civil
ety to the sustenance o b .
society emocracy, peace building and national development.

41 EVOLUTION OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN NIGERIA

The emergence of civil society particularly in the democratic process is a twentieth century
social phenomenon in Nigeria. Although some scholars have argued that civil society existed in
pre-colonial Nigeria, it remains unknown how and what roles they played in precolonial
development especially with regards to slavery and traditional dictatorship. According to Rodney,
European colonialism was a watershed in the annals of African history. It provided vent that gave
fillip to the growth of social consciousness among Africans which in turn culminated to the

formation of associational groups that served as watchdog to the colonial government (Aiyede

2003). However, according t0 Ikelegbe (2013), during the colonial epoch in Nigeria, associational

groups like the Nigerian Student Association (NAN), Egbe Omo Oduduwa, Jamatu Arewd, Nigeria
Trade and Labour Unions, Tin Miners Association of . ‘
Workers, Muslim and Christian (Faith based) organizations helped to stimulated and galvanize

wllective force that laid the foundation for civil society 1

Nigeria, Association of Nigerian Coal

1 Nigeria. He further surmised that, with

.1 diglocations provided a new
colonialism, new social exchang® modernism and attendant social dislo p
3 >

which catalyzed
d decoionization period is regarded as the

S e the formation of communal, traditional,
orm of conseiousness and agitat!

: . nt an
Altural and other groups. The nationalist moverne

: i to Nigeria by Great Britain
i ting of independence
ociety With the graf g

init; _
* gt age of civil s ed, as expected of any democratic

tical jeaders attempt

; viding a virile space for
N dd velopment of democratic culture by providing
+10 deepen the growth and ¢

™ the st October 1960, the emerg™ poli
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L, fiom 1966 10 1979,

Nigeria
.+ oo d anti-civil soci Was under successive mili !
igatorial and a1 i-civil society. Although very fe ilitary regimes that were highly
- i 4 W existed during thi
i frontatlonal despite mili vodate uring this era, they were ver vocal
. d con ; p ilitary intimidation, With support from int y Vil -1y ,
L nizations, many local civil soci o, international civil society
organZ y il society organizations in Nigeria began to agitate for the refurn to
! e for the return

_itian ule. Members of civil soci i
il ciety groups organized mass campaigns and encouraged strike

i ith their o
gmons. with their support, the then military head of state, General Olusegun Obasanjo, returned

Nigeria to 2 democratic government following the election of Alhaji Shehu Shagari as President
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in late 1979 (Ikelegbe 2001). Sahagari’s administration also
known as the Second Republic (1979-1983) was characterized by the resurgence and proliferation

ofeivil society organizations. CSO helped to expose some corrupt politicians while others were

engaged in mass socio-political mobilization. In spite of the success of democratization processes
in Nigeria during President Shehu Shagari’s administration, the military in a coup d’état led by
General Muhammad Buhari, again struck on the 31st December 1983 (hereby terminating the

second republic.

Buhari hurriedly banned all political parties and associations including public gatherings, jailed

some politicians and human activists and stymied press freedom. Unfortunately, Buhari regime

only lasted for less than three years as General Ibrahim B. Babangida toppled him in 1985.General

Tbrahim Bangida’s regime marked & turning in th . .
brated. Firstly, the military regime of Ibrahim B.

e history of civil society movement in Nigeria for

several reasons which shall be poignantly adum

Babangid y he longestlasting ™
b ] e challeng® for the growth and development of

litary regime, ever in the history of past-colonial

Nigeria, Thi : d jmmens
. rio create L ] )
ey anned all kinds of political or public gatherings,

tivi| society. Through military fiat, Babangida b :
nd civil society advocates.

after their naﬁonwide protest of December 1987 had

ortly Medical Association, (NMA),

i r instance, members of the
L 1 . .
Morisoned human rights activists #

Nigerian Labour Congress, (NLC) sh
m : i
2y of its union leaders imprlsoned.

A 4 -
tademic Staff Union of University (A

embers 0

f the Nigerian
d nd attacks. Besides, the regime
sul) face!

gimilar threats &
Adjustmsnt Program (SAP) as
Hopiion of the neoliberal economic po]icies 0
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ended by the International Monetary

‘ﬁem : of Ni Fund (IMF) and Word Bank el

dsoCl al woes gerians and this increased the t b e
s ose to challenge R empo of civil society activism as many

us economic policy. b
ne retrenchm y. In fact, the policies of SAP
cu\mlﬂ ated 10 the - chment and massive unemployment in country coupled with
s of basic ood ite
in price ms in the midst of a depreciated national currency value (Lee 2007

astronamic
gse 10

i Aputuds 1995).

pother corollary issue 10 the above was the anti-democratic posture of Tbrahim Babangida,

Paﬂ‘l.;ulady in his lack of interest in the transition process. Although he did set up the transition

pachinerys he oscillated between dictatorship and democracy. This reached it apogee with the

aiment of the June 12 1993 presidential election that was described by poth local and

ternational observers as the fairest and freest election ever conducted in Africa and Was
pmdanmed to have been won by a Yoruba business mogul, MKO Mushood Abiola (Fattan 1995,
(saghae 1997 and Diamond 1999)- In addition, Babangida suspended all judicial deliberations
relating to the clection results and abolished the electoral commission. This act of autocracy was
«ndemned by all civil society and prodemocracy groups in Nigeria. Consequently, <! e
organizations organized massive nation-wide protests which almost prought the CO‘-‘“U‘ e
standstill, He setup @ public bureat to work in collaboration with few Civil sociery
w tour the country and gather the opinion and inputs of Nigerians o0 the SHrUCt™ - r‘j""‘
Program. At the end of the nationwide teur and consultation, Ve 27,000 _:sg
gthered. The regime also created the Directorate of social mobilization (OSM)- P

. public ¢
Mass Mobilization, Social Justice and Economic Recovery (MAMSER) and 2

. of civl jc eduE
Commission (PCC) these institutions were saddled with the responsnbllm

g on of ublic <™
Mass mobilization, economic and social justices and aggregﬂu B

natitug
Situtional mechanisms Wer® created 25

@ ; o
nrontational approach of the civil society &0

AP, wivesC
A 1980s agsocial - F
fsing from the economic and social hardshiP® - fi associati 3l growps = assist, eit
il to form & & - o
111\ary and paramilitary agenctes in &gerlﬁ beg? 508 Nigeria® Agmy il
Yo (AT =
“Mbers especially those in need: this P! 5
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iatl Nigerian N .
AS;@ClaUOﬂ. LT avy Offi . .

siation, Prison Gifesre i ¢ers” Wives Association, Nigerian Police Officers Wives
AssO , Pris €IS’ wives Associati

1ation and oth . .
PE \ ers. Although these associations did help

_aroviding economic wellar ;
in pr £ welfare services to their members. they failed to ad v

cratization.  In collaborati . , they failed to advocate T
demo! : ) llaboration with the Association for Better Nigeria, (ABN). 2 front

ization forme by 1B allies d .
organ y IBB allies, they criticized the electoral commission and MKO Abiola, the

“the June i "
‘ . . 12 1993 presidential election and advoeated for the outright
aancellation of the clection results (Fatton 1995, Osaghae 1997 Diamond 1999)

acclaimed winner ol

By 1989, two vocal human rights civil society organizations were formed. These include the

Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CDHR) formed with the mandate to free political

ssoners and Cluil Liberties Organization (CLO) saddled with the responsibilities of human rights

proEction ol treedorn and advancement of the rule of law. According to Fatton, Osaghae
-2 Dizmond, CLIO snd € (JHE treated cases of people detained through opprobrious military
sporees. [ 1990 sing increased commitments and public pronouncements of General
SR pEE T Sl e EieERNaRs ceturn the nation 1o ¢ivil rule. CDHR and CLO merged (o form
gy o T JAlAERS ¢ 13 with the mission 1o articulate holistic political agenda that will
s = S W B UWPEERE PFER vrat will end SAP and 10 champion a common course for all
sam meybh PR PLaEE srrough Mmass mobilization.
o i o™ i s P DETIGRIAEY (CDy immensely provided the final push that led to

riz-erzl lbrahim Babangida in 1993. However. the exit of the

= . i me T BUELAR that civil sociely groups had clamored for. This was

winner of the June 12 1993 presidential

, prodemocracy groups and many wentto court

. tad 1o the ruling of @ federal high court in Lagos that

com) Bpd jeclared that the mandate of Abiola should be
) - oy Fruition a5 Genaral Sani Abacha, the only military
+ . pr fromechiet Ernest Shonekan after three month

- prendous militan dictatorship characterized wit



ol prodcmom‘acy activists. s
gl

puring the military regime of late General San; Abagh
cha,

pemocratic Coalition, (NADECO) w, in Nigeria, (1993-1998), the National
a5 an amalgamation of principal civil society and

mocracy groups that organi :
3 mes during the fourth gﬂnlze-d massive protests to defend the demoeratic transition
progr republic 1999 (Fatton 1995, Osaghae 1997 and Diamond 1999).

43 CATEGORIZATION OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN NIGERIA

pifferent types of civil society crganizations (CSOs) exist in contemporary Nigeria. Although
establishing quantitatively, the exact number of CSOs in modern Nigeria is difficult due to their
diverse nature and paucity of data. However, as lkelegbe argued, it is easy to categorize and

dimension the various CSOs in Nigeria using some criteria ( Ikelegbe 2013).

Tkelegbe categorized CSOs in Nigeria into five. These include; primary or primordial groups,
secondary associations, grass-root organizations, issued based groups and Non-Governmental
Organization. Primary ot primordial groups are usually socio-cultural, ethnic, and religious and
ethnic based. Examples of associations within this group are Afenifere, Ohaneze Ndi Igbo, Arewa
Consultative Forum and ljaw Youth Movement. The era of military dictatorship in Nigeria, they

helped to mobilize its people and take a decision on 2 given state policy (ikelegbe 2013).

The secondary or middle level associations are socio-economic, professionally and labour based

goups, Also inclusive in this category are business groups including the organized private sector
sssociations. Specific examples include Manufacturer Association of Nigeria (MAN), National

Association of Nigerian Students (NANS), and Women in Nigeria (WIN), Market Women

Assoclation of Nigeria (MW AN), and ‘Women Advancement Forum (WAF). In addition, the
Mmerous professional associations |ike Nigeri
(NBA), Trade Union Congress (TUC) Nigeria L
Umv‘érsities (ASUU), and Nigeria Union of Jo

Mddle leve] CSOs in Nigeria (Tkelegbe 2013). G ¥
ment Association

a Medical Association, Nigeria Bar Association

abour Congress (NLC). Academic Staff Union of

urnalists (NUJ) alse fall under the secondary or

rass-root pased CSOs include Community Based

Organizmio 4 Develop (CDA) and Age Grades
ns (CBO), Communl y
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ations. Tkelegbe also note
- I ¢t also gy di
fecreation! development support ang Mutya| fverse local associations of survival

support
f o advocacy Eroups, gender ks 8TOUpS. Issue haged groups on the other hand
ations. Examples of CSOs withiy this

(SWAAN), Journalist Against Aid (JA AID

emPOUVel'me envir oups and ”ghts
nt, p
3 Ironmental gr

cate; s Soci
Bory are; Society for Women and AIDS in Africa
S). {Tkelegbe 2013).

The most diverse and complex strand of C§0g in Nigeria is ¢
50) sector. With over 10,000 in th : 15 the Non-Governmental Organization
J be sub-categori (; N the 1990s, it has leapfrogged to over 30,000 in the 2000s
e sub-categori i . s ;
NGOS. Ca‘.] ial ; Z.e R organizations, public awareness and communications
rgizations, social service and Welfare organizations, human capital development, action
research, humanttarian assistance and peace building groups. Examples of groups within this arena
in Nigerla include; Academic Associate for Peace work, peace and Development Organization

women Health Research Centre, Environmental Right Project, Campaign for Democracy and
Human Rights (CDHR). (Ikelegbe 2013).

43 CIVIL SOCIETY AND DEMOCRATIC SUSTENANCE

Civil society is sine qua non with liberal democracy. As a social force, civil society organizations
have multiplicity of role to play within any democratic society. Gaus-Pash (2005), argued that
¢ivil saciety help to deepen good governance by providing certain basic services which the state
and private sector may be unable to provide. These she identified as advocacy, mass mebilization,

monitoring of state performance and accountability. Aisha further observed virile civil society

fremote good democratic governance through public policy and advocacy, regulation and

Monitoring of state performance and the action and behavior of public officials and by building

i i i ivic norms, and

0tia] capital and enabling citizens 10 identify and articulate their values, beliefs, civic n
femocratic f by mobilizing particular constituencies especially the vulnerable and
practices, ...bYy : iti d public affairs, b
i = fully in politics and p , by
Marging|; : articipate more
ized section of masses, 1@ P ————
i ommunities (Gaus-Pash

i!&\ftlopmem k to improve the wellbeing of their own and other ¢
work to impr

1004)_

5 cxpected to engage in the design,

ic society ar
atic ing. As a third sector, they are critical

Civyy
Society organizations in @ democr
’ ojects and budget
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jbric

ants and observers in state mﬁﬂ‘fulation of
T st
gite federal, state and local levels gre el ate by

udget .

‘ s EEts by ensuring that such budgets either

angure that the implementation of nationa] budget i ¢ " gendered. The essence of this is to also
e : S tr :

minismes in which capital and fecurrent expe eRPEEI e adyocacy to agencies and

. nditures w,
thhl" the ambit of rule of laW, civil society cre budgeted for are judiciousiy Uiilized:

: Organizatio ;
f corruption by people entrusted with gove NS are to discover and make public, cases

Tnment authority ; . )
gdvise government appropriately in budg ty in budget implementation and to also

et designs at the initi

s € Initial :

vocaCy and monitoring of actions and behavior of public offici l! i
icials

) , civil society organizations
owth and ¢ i : e
Jeepen the gr onsolidation of democratic culture by nipping in the bud bureaucratic red

ich often culmi
apes which ulminate to waste of state resources and unscrupulous attitudes of public

officers. Besides, through this means, efficiency in democratic governance is maintained
(0saghae1997 and Diamond 1999).

Democracy is about equality and elimination of discriminations irrespective of race, class or ethno-
wligious or cultural affiliations. In this perspective, Ikelegbe (2007) asserts that civil society
urganizations ensure that there are adequate constitutional provisions that promote equity and to
slso monitor and advocate for its implementation and practice in a democratic nation. It is expected
that civil society stimulate good democratic governance by promoting equity in all ramifications
especially by reporting cases of discriminations t© the public. Furthermore, they help to reform
ultural discriminations by rendering instant psychological and socio-

Victims of racial, ethnic or ¢

#onomic stop-gap measures. For instance, civil society otganizations are critical in protecting

vietim of genocidal attacks in Rwanda in 1994 and in Nigeria during the Nigerian civil war of

19671970, I these cases, Civil Society Organizations helped to provide victims with relief

i hers. In fact,
Materials such as beds. food items, toiletries, water, and medical support among others

govemment’s policie
d out by civil society or.

s of reconstruction, reconciliation and

Lee (200 i ivil war
12007) posited that post-civi aniaation.

i 3 A .
abilitation in Nigeria were greatly carre

i acy because it promotes
Wiy (301 1y avers that Civil society 52 8" for liberal democrac
. avers tha
N bui!di al is another gr

by j and imperatiy
yama observed ¢

eat component of civil society which has

"g of social capital Spgiel wop~ e in promotion of cooperation, trust,

¥ been acknowledged as been critica 1t social capital s that —

fisn et
"hip ang solidarity among members. Fuku

40




‘spirit of unity trust: love and camgpagey;

i : Usually assoniae
jociety ovet 8 pEticdiaig ¥ associateq and built by members of a civil

.1.c members of civil socief . s
peilo® o ¥ Provide a virily platform £, 5,
onsensus building and value cum interest distyi, I galvanizing group trust through

uti ;
tion. Fukuyame, Diamond, Bratton and Gaus-

ve poignantly articulated i : .
pash, have POIE din their respectiye studies how associational gr tside stat
Oups outsige state
identity and spirit de corps kind of attitudes

hostilities andissd d injustice which usually stimulate intra and
inter group nos reduce democratic consolidation especially in a pluralistic society.

(ontrol enhance the development of common trust

uat douse conflicts and eliminate diserimination an

fuman development, economic transformation, and equitable allocation of public projects to
reflect the national character of the federating units in a pluralistic democratic society have become
contentious issues in emerging democracies in Africa and Asia, Piqued by poverty and feeling of
injustice, people in some parts of Nigeria, for instance, had resorted to violence confrontations
often leading to loss of lives and destruction of government projects. Therefore, civil society
organizations provide preemptive cushion that neutralizes tendencies of injustice in the distribution
of national projects like Federal school, National stadia, companies and other state treasures by
advocating and setting parameters for the location of state projects to reflect equity and fairness

especially in the minds of the people of the federating units or constituent groups (Fukuyama 2011
ad Diamond 1999).
Merey (2012) in her study poignantly identified the interconnecting web between civil society

velo
ddemocratic sustenance which help to promote overall de .p :
ustenance and consolidation of

ment in a civil state. Specifically,

participatory governance

SheﬁVeI‘I‘ed W . h

tl enhance the s _ : :

o 1. campaign finance monitoring, election tribunal
;

trough i tio
v i observa 0 pes
80 voter education, election mitigation, access to justice, public interest

Monitorj ict
omtormg, electoral reform advocacy, confl

entation in
as research and docum

ches, as well

ncy outred

litigaes .
h%anon, budget tracking, constitue
[

Matic areas of democracy and governance.

facets of the society and

p across different .
ce. As agents of social
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g, they are ready-made mechanien, g,
U]

g . rtailin T
hus? of public thrust (Mercy 2012), i Monitoring executive recklessness and

OF CIVIL SOCIE
i ROLE : : TY IN THE SUSTENANCE OF DEMOC
Tt t oups RAC
gt civil society BYOUPS have largely been gfecyeg by the nature and poii an; s
olitics of Nigeria since

. According t ivi i
ndependence g to (Civil Society Ingex, 2007), after the civil war of 1967
- : - 5 wal =
fthe civil society groups majorly shified 1o Preserving national uni £ 1970, the role
nal unity,

g . . national reconciliation
chabilitation and reconstruction. With increase in ojl rey ;
enue,

: emphasis shifted to the
sevelopment of infrastructures and provision of social services. From early 1979 up to the end of
e military era, the role of the civil society groups adapts to modern challenges of managing an

ding economy  through  Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP), Rationalization,

Ngtionalization and with the return of democracy; Privatization, Poverty alleviation,
empowerment ete,

Also, before the advent of the fourth republic, CSOs played vital role in the enthronement and
consolidation of democracy in Nigeria. Many of the groups like Campaign for Democracy,
NADECO, Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CDHR) and Civil Liberty Organization
were instrumental in the restoration of civil rule in Nigeria. It would be recalled that between 1993

ad 1999, in collaboration with the Nigeria Labour Goteress, Which 15 gncther civil, sosicty

Organization, these groups fought the Nigerian military to a standstill. They mobilized students

and workers for civil disobedience, strikes and protest marches across the country. (CIVICUS

Civil Society Index, 2007).

From the foregoing, it can be deduced that the role of civil society in¥hyp dermatBHZHIION PrOCEss

in Nigeria according to Omode and Bakare, 2014 include:

] cratic principles and values.

, i mo
Opposing authoritarian and unde s and advancing the application of human
i

2 Establishing human rights legal sta

rights norms through high test o h legislative advocacy-
3, Promoting legal and judicial reform througd - mmitiesan Lo,
4 . . isadvantaged PErsOn™ T

Providing legal assistance t© i pstitutional litigation.

col
Supporting the govemmem through
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Nigerian law.
g, Working with government gng gy, ;-

: stituti
that address the rights of POOF and ex Ons to promote laws, policies and practices
c

luded Communities,

. Voters™ education on electoral pringi
NCiples and gyjidel;
Buidelines,

9. Training of election observers ang o

nitors, election tr; o
reform advocacy. » clection tribunal monitoring and electoral

10.  Peace building and Confljct mitigation, promoti
) m

v, e a i g i
litigation, budget tracking, g access to justice, public interest

consti
d i - nsttuency outreaches as well as research and
ocumnentation in thematic areas of demﬂcracy and governance

1. The promotion and the defense of the constitution and rule of law

Thus, the first and most basic role of civil society in any political setting is to limit and control the
power of the state. Of course, any democracy needs a well-functioning and authoritative state. But
when a country is emerging from decades of dictatorship, it also needs to find ways to check,

monitor, and restrain the power of political leaders and state officials. This is why according to

Adele (2001) the role of civil society groups can be enumerated as follows:
I. They serve as watchdog to check the excess of government and expose, curtail violations
of human rights, abuse of the constitution, they also exercise control over democratic

political institutions.

2 They supported the role of political parties in stimulating politic
promoting appreciations of the obligation of democratic

al participation, increasing

political efficacy and skills and _ )
more important role of political parties stimulating

citizens in a democratic setting, the :
o visible if such role is complemented by the

Political participation will be much mor
: igeria, it has b
Various civil society group that we have in the society. In the case of Nigeria, it has been

ivil society group -« skeptical about the various political parties and profess
iss

observed that an average Nigeria
erest.

elopment of such democratic attributes as
\i

Membership of it because of selfish int

They provide a crucial arena for the de
e and respe

p suchas womé!

i ot for opposing viewpoints.
Wlerance, willin gness to compromis s e o -
" They help traditionally excluded 8rY
f thejr Tr—
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They thus widen the politig i ,
A by generqs;

political outlook and tolerance, N8 2 more expengive ang sophisticated

g, Civil society organization hejpg i, the re

i er

Uitment i
and training of new political leaders in
IMative

technical administrative skjjjs il
no
{ransparency, responsiveness ang inclusiven standards of public accountability,
ess,

They are important channe ] .
i Is of information dissemination and thus help citizen in
Civil society ol tomts and values,
ivil soci reanizat .
8. ; y org 1on when engaged in election monitoring enhances votet’s
confi

collectively pursuing and defending thejy interests

dence and affirm s '
. s credibility by €Xposing electoral fraud and other undemocratic
activities,

Thus,civil society organizations have played vital roles in the enthronement of democracy as well
s the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria. Many of these groups like Campaign for Democracy
(CD), Centre for Democracy and Development (CDD), Committee for the Defense of Human
Rights (CDHR) and Civil Liberties Organizations (CLO) were instrumental in the restoration of
aivil rule. (CIVICUS Civil Society Index, 2007).

In most cases critical policy decisions are better fashioned out when they are subjected to the
wucible of civil society debates and criticisms. Thus, John (2012) posited that issues like the power

wercised by the electorate via the ballot box, criticisms to which public policies are subjected,

tebates carried out by individuals and organizations, comments by academicians, public opinions,

bave clements of CSO influence.

S THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY I THE SUSTENANCE OF

YEMOCRACY IN NIGERIA

Wl g ocrati
- Saciety’s contribution in the sustenance of dem

sitizatio
ement, SEM ] i
: legislative advocacy, promation of inter

¢ 1997, Diamond 1999, Mercy 2012,

s in Nigeria and their contributions

¢ governance as highlighted by scholars

i n, election monitoring, media watch,
Soly g e 5
Ve round advocacy, civic engag ;

omic Services

T art,1986, Osag
¢th others (Baryar
nic peace, among civil society grouP

g y
¥l tracking, provision of socio-econ
gl ;
inte 2013. This section identifies some
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ines some of the threaf Ty
4ls0 52‘.31“ 13 10 Nigeria dem e .
i society: racy even in the midst of the proliferation

: anizations in Nigeri :
i i 8 Nigeria have since 1999 tried 1o advocate for the del

s of deroemEy 2 or the delivery of certain
pasio dividen s Y o the citizens, Through public protests, consultations and medi
: monitor the pe . il ey
[eseﬂf"'h’ CSOs performances of elected representatives and demands response from

. X l .
e on ceriaIn national or local development issues (Mercy 2012). For instance, since 1999, the
cantre fOT Democracy and Development (CDD) has played immense roles in civic engagements,

,esearch and documentations. Also, it has organized seminars and symposium for elected
presentalivess political parties and members of the public on several issues bordering on

 dmocracy and development. Thus, civil society had contributed in the democratic development
inNigeriathrough the following:

The Third Term Agenda Struggle

| fyPresident Olusegun Obasanjo ‘s administration (1999-2007) attempted to insert an elongation
duse in the constitution to ensure his continuous stay in office. This issue is however
mitroversial due to the fact that the President did not make an¥ categorical statement on his
wlingness or otherwise to go for another term, but actions and utterances of his aides without
rhuff from him indicated his willingness to have an extension (Saliu and Muhammad, 2007).
These included the purported circulation of a strange document by Prof. Jerry Gana, the then

$pecial Adviser on Political Affairs to the President, at the NPRC (National Political Reform

CQ”fel'em:e); Open support for third term by the PDP national chairman. Dr. Ahmadu Ali and other

Py stalwarts; sharp reactions to opponents of third term by the =¥ ernment: purported attempt
Bbribe the National Assembly over the issu® among others (Anifowoshe, 2006 1down, 2006 and

Ak
rch\bong, 2005,).

: snp-chind term forum in Abujs
The disclosure by the Vice President Atiku Abubakar at an an ja

Hogueny «g mindset Was Saterday Sem. April 8, 2006)

y T . he Presidem ) )
gave insight into what t . different facets of the Nigeran society. This

rpals y =
Uy, antagonists of the third term bid cuts 8"

i .
i), |ud|ng the Vi

Udeg ce President. Aziku Abubsicer. some members
v . -
4, Prominent political actors inc

vil society ©f

P ganizations Salie & \Meshammad, 2007)
OP. other political parties and ci
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{ against the tenure . :
il prote's g s elongation bid by the civil society ;
aﬁoﬂal civil S.ome y Coalition againgt Third Thiy Ritirs y is thfa one championed by the
itee Chairman of NACATT, challengeq Phastiant ). Bamidele Atury, the Steering

: ol corrupt, divisive, insulting, ap evidence of basanjo that the "fhird term agenda is
im0t : of failure, capable : a
; i ol of ¢
ﬂncﬂmmty and, of course, it is unconstitutiong], v Ve, Tanusy . r;g;;g ; political
’ y U, . Other civil
st

u;,anization, Catholic Bishops' Conference of Niger

izations that partici in thi
qelety organtza participated in this prote are; Peoples Problems and Soluti (PPS)
utions

ia and individuals like Prof Wole Soyi
) - ; yinka,
et governor and factional chairman of the Alliance for Democracy (AD), Chief Bisi Akande

3. Ropo Sekoni, Dr Joseph Oladokun, Solomon Olufelo and Adeola Odusanya among other
e pUNCH, March 12, 2006). The Centre for Legislative Studies (CLS), a non-governmental
U;ganisﬂﬁ““’ invited stakeholders on March 26, 2006 at the International Press Centre in Ogba,

[agos tO analyse the propriety of the agenda in line with the public hearing of the National

Assembly Joint Committee on the Review of the 1999 Constitution, this afforded Nigerians

aother opportunity to X-ray the issue once more.

The stakeholders, who came from the media, human rights community and politics, concluded that
thethird term agenda is an ill wind that will blow nobody any good and that the public hearing on
e constitution amendment was a sham (The Punch, April 7, 2006). All these and many more
motests from the civil society groups paved way for the senate arm of the National Assembly on
Wednesday May 16, 2006 to threw out, in its entirety, a bill seeking 116 amendments/alterations

ihe 1999 Constitution of Nigeria which sought a three-term maximum of 4 years each for the

President and the Governors as opposed to a two-term of 4 years ecach prescribed by the

C""St'ltulion (see http://www.socialistworld,net/doc12335).

Te Fug| Subsidy Removal Struggle

. i 1, 2012 prompted
Mecision Vot |t a hefty fuel subsidy on January %,

't ent to halt a heity
s, ok Nigeria ‘s history. The removal of the fuel

e of i ;
= i rotests m
largest and most coordinated p \han 25 percent of her rwal budgst

pending more

Ubsigy -
% With the claim that Government was S
otiations with the labou

W r unions and civil society
e fe subsidy and disregarded of the ne&

diate increase in the price of fuel, HEsparalan
i

i i seen by some as act of
0 The g £ the removal of the subsidy which was
rupt nature O
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ngiti"“y by & government that ig o of toue
K: Nige]'lan People was WelCOmed by teng

. :
of thoug Economio struggles of the majority of
ol of the subsidy. Even before e an

ds of Nigeriang wi
i of Nigerians with protest against the
E e Okoye and scngm g e he Subsidy, activists like Femi Falana, Olisa
: 1515, held a meeting wi

g with President Jonathan and
Moval of fuel subsidy on Saturday 10th
Protesters massed at Ojota for a rally that

8, movie stars and leaders of civil societ
ups all addressed the huge crowd as they denounceq the go ok
vern

. sides, which resoundingly rejected the planned r,
€

pecemoer 2011 (Sahara Reporters, 2011), 1, Lagos

A convened by the Save Nigeria Group, Musician,

, ment's attempt at creating
yrdship for the people. Part of the plan, as explained by Femi Falana, a lawyer, is to occupy the

Gani Fawehinmi Park, venue of the protest, until the government backs down o the policy. In
Abi, the federal capital, Abdulwaheed Omar, president of the Nigeria Labour Congress, NLC

el a rainbow coalition of civil society groups and trade unions to defy official ban on the protest
(Adewuyi, 2012).

Thisaction on the part of the civil society in the removal of the fuel subsidy was not limited to the
sore of the country, the protests by Nigerian in Diaspora were held in major cities around the
world such as UK, Canada, USA, Ghana, South Africa and other countries (Social Development
egrated Centre [SDIC], 2012). After one week of protests over the removal of fuel subsidy by
e federal government, which crippled economic and social activities in Nigeria, the Nigeria
labour Congress, NLC, and Trade Union Congress, TUC, suspended the nationwide strike on
Monday 231 January 2012. The decision of the two main trade unions to suspend the strike came

ista ey hours after President Goodluck Jonathan announced an immediate reduction in the price

Wfie] from N141 to N97 per litre. The labour |eaders, however, explained that one of the major

¥ of the protest was that through the strikes, mass rallies, shutdown, debate '
cannot be taken for granted and that sovereignty belongs

s and street protests,

Mo
"etians demonstrated clearly that they
ly
Yeml (Ajaero, 2012),
: i carce protest,
he Reently rery | of fuel subsidy by President Buhari also came with a very s p
oval of fuel su

EILO Ul rig
U8h the Nipert s (NLC) has been up
igeria Labour Congress (N on compared to the past

ip Agbese announce their total

ht about it. The protest was rare due
UJ m administration. n fact,
iy j inistrat
i - ajority has on the current administr

e ) Comrade Phil
CSog like Stand Up Nigeria (SUN) led by
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Sfit with activists like Dino Melaye in at i
' endance,

0
o dministration (Tkenna, 2016). Who protested against the same issue
ot

The Centre for Social Justi :

et ¢s0, S ustice, Equity and Transparency (CESJET d th
ol Government's decision to remove fije] subsidy | e
e 3

T emphasizing that it will i d
; fuel crises in the co e
= i untry. CESJET frowned at the continuation of spending over 1

3 i he government ;
lion Nair.a by the & i Hk °_"ef fuel subsidy (kenna, 2016). More so, The Caalition of Civil
goelety Against Corrupt Fersons in Nigeria has berated Nigeria Labour Congress over protests

st removal of SUb%‘dY’ saying it shows they are out of tune with the thinking and yearnings
iNigerians: their President, Linus Ejiogo said (lkenna, 2016).

he Freedom of Information Act 2011
The passage of a Freedom of Information law is a victory for Nigerian democracy. A law that

dipolated that all institutions spending public funds will have to be open about their operations

ndexpenditure while citizens will have the right to access information about such activities. The

| 01 bill was first submitted to Nigeria ‘s 4th National Assembly in 1999 when the country

| . s i ;
I‘ cumed to democracy but did not make much progress. It returned to the legislative chambers in

| e Sth National Assembly in 2003 and was passed in the first quarter of 2007 by both chambers.
J ;
| However, President Olusegun Obasanjo vetoed it. It returned to both chambers of the 6th National

|

\ isembly in 2007 and was finally passed on 24 May 2011. (Sunday Trust, 5th June 2011).
|

\

T suecess is chiefly attributed to the relentless efforts of the coalition of Nigerian civil society

\ s who have long worked and advocated for the passage of the F.0.1 Bill under the leadership
| e Right to Know Movement (RKM), Media Rights Agenda (MRA) and the Open Society
‘9 e Initiative (OSJI). The si gnificance of the inclusive joint workings of the CSOs is captured
"% vnts of Eetaen (201 that, the signing of e £ B suttag 1 e e

. i i ether to influence public policy and
|, "Sration ever of the power of civil society working 08
i

y p p i jate Lﬁgal
) i [“ak n (6] or he e0 le. ]n the same veln, the Associa
\ﬁ”;r " L l g g Vemment WOrk f

gy

- : . "The new law will
™ Open Society Justice Initiative, Maxwell (2011) submitted that e ne

en of information
“dly ch i Nigeria. Now We can use the OXYB
¥ change how government works 1
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i inowledge to breathe life into governance, 1
L It wi
Trusts 5th June 2011). Will no longer be business as usual." (Sunday

The Doctrine of Necessity Clause 2010

o rose o the occasion
e y as the Acting Presid MR recognition of the then Vice President Goodluck
jonatha ey ent vErhcn late President Umaru Musa Yar‘adua was indisposed and
was away to Saudi Arabia on medical treatment between November 2009 and March 2010 Civil

.+« organizations such as the § igeri ;
fights OT& ave Nigeria Group and Enough is Enough Group actually seized

ihe initiatives mobilized and marched on the National Assembly to demand for a resol

will giv

ution that
¢ due recognition to vice president as acting president, This led to the adoption of the now

popular «Doctrine of Necessity” by the National Assembly on February 9,2010 (Qjo, 2011)- The

Senate based its resolution to declare Jonathan as the Acting President on the Doctrine of

Necessity. According to the Senate President, David Mark;

A rigid and inflexible interpretation will not only stifle the spirit and intendment of the

Constitution, but will also affront the doctrine of necessity. The doctrine of necessity
requires that we do what is necessary when faced with a situation that was ot
contemplated by the Constitution. And that is precisely what we have done today. In doing
so. we have as well maintained the sanctity of our Constitution ds the ultimate law of the
Jand (Oyesina, 2010).
Itis uncontested that the history of Nigerian democracy with regard to the doctrine cannot be
completed without recourse to the input of the CSOs.
The Electoral Reform Act 2007
One of the unforgettable efforts of the CSOs in the consolidation of Nigeria ‘s democracy was the
wflinching support they gave to the Justice Uwais Electoral Reform Committee (ERC)
ihaugurated on August 28, 2007 by late President yar‘adua. CSOs submitted tones of memoranda
how Nigeria can break the chain of her electoral debacle.

!
v the ERC offering suggestions On

e, significant number of the 272 member ERC was drawn from the civil society groups. They

tlped iy analyzing the challenges of Nigeria g prevlous elections as well as charted the way

! : in good
Mward During the constitutional and electoral reform public hearings, CS0s were there in goo
ny

Mhers tq present memoranda. This led to 2 better legal

ty
Tently hag (Ojo, 2011).

framework for elections that Nigeria
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wmributions of CSOs in f:lectigneerihg activiti
: itieg

e cann
s of advocacy to mobilize the citizens ang B Ot be overemphasized. They embarked

L e : courg g
rre,glstranon exercises that preceded the s ge them, to actively participate in the
ns,

stic Election Observation Groups (the S 0 Coming together under the umbrella-
Wwhi

G), Federation of Musli
o0 ™ ) sim Women Association of Nigeria (FOMWAN), Labo
, Labour

e LMT ;
yonitorinE Team (LMT), Women Environmenta] Programme (WEP :
AccOm.l»[ability (MULAC), Centre for ), Muslim League for

ch included the Transition Monitoring

Democracy and

: Development (CDD); Civil Liberti
L A : - ; Civil Liberties
Drgamsanon (CLO), lliance for Credible Elections, Citizens Forum for Constitutional Reform

(CECR) and the Electoral Reform Network (ERN); deployed approximately 50,000 trained
ection monitors throughout the country during the 2007 general election (Al;inboye and
(loruntobas 2007). In addition, CSOs played a prominent role in ensuring the credibility of the
idely aeclaimed 2011 elections. First, they embarked on vigorous voter education using both the

qdiional and social media for their campaigns. Some other CSOs deployed thousands of
dhservers to follow through and report on the electoral process.

Inthe build up to the April 2015 elections in Nigeria, the civil society sector was involved in all
e siages of preparations, voting and collations, declarations of election results. According to
fechukwu (2015), A situation Room, a coalition of 60 local civil society organizations were
valved in the minute by minute observation and monitoring and analysis of trends and events of
#2015 Presidential election. Following the challenges that besieged the Independent National
| Hettoral Commission (INEC) during the Presidential election in some parts of Nigeria, the
| Suation Room noted thus;
of INEC to deploy its officials and election materials on

...Is unacceptable, the inability

L i _.officials and materials did not reach
| time io allow for timely commencement of polls...off

1 significant number of poll opening. This delayed accreditation and voting and led to

i ituation
continuation of poll till late into light in many places situati :
nges namely; (1) late commencement of elections;

room wishes to draw urgent

‘ ltentio iaal areds o challe . ‘
‘1- 2 e ' 2 50 (3) performance ofsecuriry agencies and use of
! ) challenges with accreditation Proves™

| ocial media (Thechukwit 2015).
|

g d society helps to deepen
Mgh . v ide
| 4 & this process of critical criticism and

ntifications: civil
it ior defects with civil society in Nigeria
Mergte, - :
e However, one€ of the maj
processes. IO )
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rights, education, and budget transparency. According to fiber

) al democratic theory, these varied
interests lead to a proliferation of different 5

= interest-based CSOs {(Okafor, 2007). The ensuing
competition among the CSOs should lead to mass mobilization and some form of government

response.

In Nigeria, NGOs and C80s are numerous, yet limited mass mobilization around interests means
the state does not respond to the masses or the elites that run the organizations. The reasons for
this are varied and problematic as articulated in the research published in 2007 by Professor Obiora
Chinedu Okafor. The study locks at the composition, structure, and geopolitical locations of the
range of NGO/CSO categories that exist in Nigeria civil/political rights NGOs, social/economic
rights NGOs, gender-focused NGOs, and minority/environmental rights NGOs and conclusions
are extrapolated across the general NGO/CSO population in Nigeria. For example, most Nigerian

C80s are urban based (in Lagos or Abuja). Yet because most of the Nigerian population is rural,

the ability to gain legitimacy at the grassroots level is limited. Another issue is the personalistic

mature of most CSO/NGO administrations, most are externally funded and locally “managed” as
. 4 I'
%posed to funding through membership which would potenti
ion. As a

legitimacy of the organization with the grassroots population

i ith few effe
Virtually a]| of these NGOs are, in practice, controlled (Wi .
(or undisputed boss) of his/h
heir organizations largely

ally broaden the influence and
result, Okafor concludes that
ctive internal checks) by a
er organization. Without a

Powerf, ho is the Oga
ul founder/CEQ, Wi £Os usually reign over t

po : der/C
N gthuslargelyexeluded fro

m their real ranks the very

i il lelig S i hey want to advance.
‘ ¢

Ppuletion of average Nigerians whose interests the¥
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(ther factors that seem tq dilute the &

ffectiv, :
€Ness of the entjre NGO/Ccs0 community include the
S to signif;

urban bias of' most CSQs, Wwhich Jeag.
Y icant P
CSOs leading up to and since the 1999 democrati l.lleglem AR Ne
ic rule,

in that the growth of NGOg (many of which
objectives and therefore faj| Wwithin a shopt ti

which has proved somewhat detrimental

(mainly intentional) “exclusion of the vast

Corruption which has been defined as the abuse of public office for private gain; dishonesty for
personal gain, dishonest for exploitation of power for personal gain, depravity and extreme
immorality and also as the manipulation of conditions to attain exclusive benefits to individuals or
groups at the cost of social benefits is rife in Nigeria fourth republic democracy (Uwen and Yearoo
2009, Adeyemi 2012).

Political corruption especially at the state and local Government levels are rife but CSO have not
been able to actively confront this menace. Civil society has not been al?le to 1ega-l].y confront
corrupt politicians through citizen litigations. What is common in Nigfarla 18 mere criticisms and
‘omments on pages of newspapers and magazines. Mort? worrisome is the 1:;:.1 that some lr?cai
Civil Society Organizations have in certain grand corruption cas.es, Stage(ihpufalc l:i“nge:f:;"(:f
the Prosecution of high profile individuals in the country. For instance, the form

Ba : ho was the executive governor between 1999 to 2006 was never
Velsea state, DSP Alamesigha w i the UK. Although he dubiously maneuvered the
in "

challenged by any CSO until he was arrested disguising himself in female attire, he had never
< oria by disgu , .
UK Metropolitan police and ran to A granted a state putin by themmedinie: past

. . s later s :
been tried since his return, in fact, he wa the former governor of oil-rich Delta State,
y’

! imilarl
Pesident of Nigeria, Goodluck Jonathan. Simii2

don, was accused of money laundering and abuse of
i1 in London,
Jall n

] F
Meg Ibori, who is currently in
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. ublic thrust in Ni eria. i

publlc geria, OWever, wher nr: i

| ; ' : When Nigeri, law enforcement i :
agency- Economic gng Financig) . "' agents particularly, the anti
prosecute him in Nigeria

rural electrification scandal and more recently, the petroleum
subsidy scandal fiumerous number of CSQ i Nigeria between this erg of turmoil, none of them
openly condemned the act through advocacy or legal means, James Ibori, moved freely and even
attempted to contest the 2007 presidential election unti] he was miraculously arrested, tried and
imprisoned in London by the Metropolitan police, in UK (Adeyemi 2012),

The inability of elected representatives to deliver on campaign promises despite receiving jumbo
salaries and allowances. For instance, in 2010, the former Central Bank of Nigeria Governor,

Sanusj Lamido lamented that Nigeria spent over 25% of its annual budget on the National

Assembly alone while the majority of the citizens lived in . .
Dec 4th 2010) Besides, the number of bills that had been passed by the National Assembly in

abject poverty. (Vanguard Newspaper,

Nigeri i 1999 up to 2015 is not in any way commensurate with the salaries and allowances
a since up to

*Pent on thepm,

the Nj there have been excessive cases of corruption and abuse of public trust
¢ Nigeria oi] sector, ther sy e e
by 1y & d the political class. Nigeria annual crude oil p " “g
s . e ich 68, 66(bct) is flared month y
"0 Willion el with 2,36 tillion cubie gis per year of whi
arrels w :

f‘ep 1 monetary terms, Nigeria lost $72 bﬂ[iou to gas
ti“ ﬂb()u 823.92 bl‘”l’()l] (bct) ann ”y. :
g %
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flare (Ogbo 201 1), More Worr
at Port Harcourr, Warr 1, ang Ka ung, f)or Comatoge State of Nigerig four refinerjeg located
445,000 barrels, hOW@VBI‘, None e. = lisheq ith an instaljeq daily Productjon Capacity of
e Inerjeg ; _ i
millions of bary, elsofr, efineq fue] 0 o fesently ﬁmcfionmg. Insteaq, Nigeria imports
i

hikes and Scarcity of fue] j, i

fla witp attendan; ; : o7
transport fairs (Shedrag), 2015y, i householg commodities ang

Thig €Xplaing why sj
abuseq by the executive, and bedeviled by corruption (Ogba 201 1),

In 2004 a South African based new print reported that a former presiden; of Nigerig awarded 3 §

7 . : -3 L ] & d
Tillion oil block in the Niger Delta region to his wife’s hajr
3, 2004), Also, in 2007, the acting Director of Petroleum Reso

the case:
Sabo testified before the National Assembly members on : i

i itive and sharp pra
Sales of oj] blocks that “there are cases of insensitive

: issi furth declared: we can

& mpory Nt documents on oil blocks allocation were missing. He fur e; 2011). The prop,
: " (e 0, 2011), € probe
8ive What 1o have, because we cannot find some of the documents™ (Og ) p

i 10 million as g 2nature bonyg
Py also g d that Shell Plc had in December 2003 paid $210 m flected i the records
il 1 € rec S.
0 he o f Nigeria but only the sum of $1 million was reflec
€derq) Government o 1ge

resser (Businesg Times, October
urces, (DPR), Mohammad Aliyy
s of corruption in the aWards ang
0il sector ang that

only
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 Earlier in 2003, the SUmofgy s .o
; before it i "lion g Paid for opy. 55, by vintage oil byt t fi
years before it wag Teceipteq on July g 2008 » 0¥ Vintage oil but wag spent five

In terms of public Te-Orientay; e
oy ot Politicy] eI"nghtem'mmt and civig education, civil society

ha i
Ve N0t performeg Well. Nigeria js o Populous country with
dera] Capita) territory, Abuja

organizations (CS0g) iy Nigeria
thirty-six (36) stateg and the Fe

d furt ivided int
R herod and seventy-four 774) and further sub divide into seven

violence, and electoral fraug (Shedrack, 2015),

Worthy of note is the issue of invalid/ blank votes that had characterized successive presidentia|
elections in Nigeria since 1999, For instance, in 1999 presidential election, a tota] of 57,938,945
registered voters, the voter turnout was 30,280,052 while invalid/ blank votes stood at 29,848,441,
Similarly, in the April 2003 presidential election, a total of 60,823,022 people were registered
Wwhile voter turnout was 42,018735 and invalid/blank votes was 2,538,246. In addition, i the April

2007 presidential election, registered voters were 61,567,036 while invalid vote was over 89, [,

2011, invalid and blank votes were 1,259,506 (Vanguard Newspaper, April, 23 2011),

The high preponderance of invalid votes in contemporary dem‘f““‘ﬁc e"?cf_ie"ce OfNi‘o’.erl"a am.i dst
mum'plicity of civil society groups had been linked to !he'paSSTve and drifting role o;“cml society
8roups an4 electoral umpires in Nigeria. Majority of the invalid \‘fofest:re. ﬁ:::fu::;r:? ::;;:
there pe high rates of poverty and illiteracy. CIGS‘?.IY related to th':O]SCiv: ':-:e 2ot [;ay &

Whick had plagued Nigeria’s nascent democracy S:mce the;e:)ul::xcessjve i becaus;
Although the 1999 presidential election because fairly devor TR ———
s miguige by the military that of 2003 and 2007 was m

nder age voting,
my hing and stuffing of ballot papers, u o i g
i erHeE d hijacking of electoral materials by political
an

S . ials
Inllmldaﬂon of voters, attack of electoral officials,
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e

gs among other electorg) malfeasances What dig
¢ 1d civj] g

 pappened? Why shoy d ap) s e ociety group da as al] these anomalies
ids

charades of CS0s?  In fact, after the 2007
S Yar'adyg acknowledged that the election that

the results. For instance, folouw:
owing the 2007 Bovernorship election i Nigeria, election results were

red in Kogi, S
uptu 81, Sokoto, Edo, Bayelsa, Ogun and Ongq State by the court on the grounds of

electoral frauds (Shederack 2015).

Actualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra, Egbesu Boys, Ombatse, Niger Delta Volunteer
Force, Arewa People’s Congress and other clandestine socio-cultural associational groups have by
the manifestation of jts activities hindered democracy. Although these groups from liberal
petspective, are classified as Civil Society Organization but their incessant use of force and
violence which have led to loss of lives and property in different parts of Nigeria work against

democracy in Nigeria (Ikelegbe, 2013).

Vaaseh (2014) argued that some civil society groups in Nigeria have stymied the growth and
“onsolidation of democracy in Nigeria. He poignantly pointed out thal the OPC wa's involved in
the killing of police officers and innocent Hausas in Lagos state in 2.009" D:nladl dan: Her:}ga
(2015) using the Ombatse militia in Nasarawa State, North central Tlgerlﬂdo Serl‘(fe' t'lﬁt W :f,e
there are increase in the proliferation of militias as & resulf o StamT? uvrza:vn w:ejor:;\l;;r:(:::b:
“onsolidating Nigeria’s nascent democracy will be v 1 dlf:‘c”t’ natl[son building and democratic
that of Agbu (2011) whose study surmises that a major problem

jviti ethnic militia groups. Danladi
nsolidation t-military Nigeria is the rise and activities of 2
ation in post-mili

: hat with the unregulated activities of militant sacio—cultura{
¢ Taﬂkﬁ iyl Opﬂwd - Nasarawa state, the pursuit and realization of

2 e in
ﬂssnmationa] groups, particularly the Ombats

. cated for the criminalization of
Ntaingg, 1l be not being feasible. They advo
‘able development will be
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by the goVernmeny
and the unj
Punishment Of promoters of such violent Prone association in

- Ombatse

2013, Similarly, during this fracas,

killed and pojice vehicles destroyed. Since 2013, Ombatse
shes with other non-Egp
including the arrest and tortyre of Fu]

about twenty innocent citizens were

d been involved in COmmuna o g
ha | cla on ethnic tribes in Nasarawa state

anj Pastoralists, Since the resurgence of Ombatse militancy,
civil society organizations in Lafia and other parts of Nigerj

a have not made any frantic efforts
toward mediating advocating for criminalization of Ombatse

. Moreover, with copious evidences
of grave human right abuse been Perpetrated by Ombatse, no gjvil society has dared file a law suit

against Ombatse either in Nigeria or the Internationa] criminal court. Although, the promoters or
sponsors of the Ombatse had been identified by government of Nasatawa state, civil liberty
organizations have not advocated for sanction or prosecution of indicted members. (Danladi and
Tanko 2015)

Social capital is another great component of civil society which has globally been acknowledged
as been critical and imperative in promotion of cooperation, trust, friendship and solidarity among
members. Fukuyama observed that social capital is that common spirit of unity, trust, love and
‘amaraderie usually associated and built by members of a civil s.oc1ie1y o-ver a period of time
(FUkuyama 2011) For instance, members of a socio-cu.lttfra] assolmatr.ons like the Iga?a Cultural
ad Development Association(ICDA), Christians ASSO.CIat.IOH of Nigeria (CA:),:Iu:lm; tLeague
Of\I\ngm'a(MLN), Federation of Muslim Women in Nigeria (FORWAN), and other tend to trust

and cherish : ; yama noted is imperative in b iilding
anof v i time. This trust, Fuku
¢herish one another over a period of

i in a multi-ethnic liberal democratic state.
my hesion € peclally in amul
Utug] Peace tranquility and cohesi S

ined since the emergence of the
With; th tic landscape, this has not been sustain g Er
" the Nigeria’s democra : isunity among member o
- Nigeria are immense internal crack and d y g .
Ourth Tepublic. This is because, there | associational groups in Nigeria. for instance, there is
Itural ass

Nost ivi ¥ eciall s : 1 i embers of political
o Clvi] society groups esp ycu L t and identification with m e p
T0blep, in CAN ult of its rec

as a res|
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"'p fes in Nigetia. This hag Made some oy,
, art r
* gjmilarly, the onslaught of Islami i

‘ : IC terrorigt group, Boko Haram i Nigeri i i
Muslims and non-Muslims i Nigeria hg, am in Nigeria, which has killed many

1stian bodies i Nigeria to break away from CAN.

s ¢
organizations in Nigeria, in RO ‘ Created a high sense of suspicious among Muslim
fulorum of modern Nigeria ang t’h- ;mptmn has negatively affected the sociocultural and political

18 has been responsib) ;
: L & for th . . ¥ .
violence in Nigeria (Fukuyama, 29 1). e sl

However,

in an attem o
Pt to checkmate the activities of the CS0s in Nigeria, the International Center
for Not-

for-Profit Law (ICNL) published in December 2014, an assessment of NGO/CSO

guidelines in Nigeria. Of note, the 1999 and 2010 modifications to the Nigerian Constitution

continue to guarantee the freedom to freely form associations that serve in a watchdog capacity
for state policies. The ICNL assessment discusses the 2014 federal initiative to create a series of
pending CSO/NGO legislative actions primarily focused on regulating the aceeptance and
utilization of financial contributions from donor agencies. Nigerian NGOs/CSOs are primarily
externally funded, meaning the proposed bill has the potential to curtail CSO/NGO functionality
in Nigeria (ICNL, 2014).

The proposed bill also introduces the first attempt by the federal government to engage with and
find CSO efforts in Nigeria. The ICNL describes the bill as follows: The creation of a “Cjvil
Society Regulatory Commission (CSRC),” which would be “peopled by civil society activists
and... free from undue State’s interference that will regulate the conduct and activities of civil

society organizations in Nigeria,” with the following functions:

l. Registering CSOs in Nigeria;

2. Sanctioning CSOs that abuse the ethics o rules
. t-

3. Proposing that grants be made avai lable by the Nat:

of the Commission; and

onal Assembly to CSOs.

s “Civil Society Grants/Fund”
The Conference report proposed that wstatutory funds to be known y

m ivi i ivities, in order to
an i bly for civil society activities,

4 il P i h National Assel

a“y a proprlated by the

es, act as checks against impunity by

- watchdog rol
Strengthen HEGRy BLEse e s society. The Fund/Grant shall be

: d accountable
State “ctors, and ito enthreric A B MG ed on after the 2015 elections. As

oy ted to be vot
Manageq by the CSRC. The proposed bill is expecte
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contradictions within th
€ mem i ¢
during the period of €ngage; bership make it difficult to agree on common positions
efficiency and makes the asin-mnt With the state. Such inherent divisiveness weakens
Clation §
® (ageiete Fanding § vulnerable to penetration by government agents.
Mast Nigerian prodemocracy CSOs are donor.

dependent and the focus of foreign donors

on democracy in Nigerj
geria have expanded from supporting pro-democracy organizations to

include the su T
pport for democratic Institutions like the legislature, judiciary and other

democratic instituti i
Institutions. This fiscal factor has also reduced the activities and impacts of
some prodemocracy CSOs in contemporary Nigeria.

. Government Patronage

Most often, the Nigerian private media, under the umbrella of the Nigerian Union of
Journalist (NUJ), rely heavily on government patronage (advertisement) for survival and
their independence has been seriously compromised for this reason. There have also been
claims that the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) leadership compromised with government
in the 2012 and 2015 strike/mass protests against the withdrawal of subsidy on petroleum
products.

. Lack of internal democtacy

The lack of internal democracy in most of the Nigerian CSOs makes it difficult for
members of these organizations to learn democratic values/norms within their

organization. Thus, they cannot adequately inculcate this principle to citizens.

. Lack of Skills for CSOs
nizations are also faced with lack of capacity in terms of knowledge,

skills and methods of advocacy It is expected that any organizations that wish to engage
ills and m ?

the state must be well equippe

The civil society orgal

J with superior knowledge and articulation of stronger

ints. This is still absent in many of the eivil society organizations in Nigetia (Ojo, 201 1).
points. This is still &

- Corruption and Personal Enrichment .
ations of corruption,

o outright embezz!
1 the CSOs ‘mora

ssociating with th

ranging from lack of transparency in the
There have been accus ement/conversion of foreign donations to
il ot donor‘f‘-mds t : | right to engage the state. It also hinders
i e
personal use. This tends to wed

and value from &

em. The impact of their advocacy for

people of integrity
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clean hands.
* 8. Lack of State Support anq Partnership-
The relationship between CS0s and the

. state is largel i ici
tension. For the most part, state officja] o i

§ have viewed CSOs as competitors of power,

influence, and legiti i 3
) gitimacy in the public sphere rather than as development partners.

‘ 48 STRENGTHENING THE ROLE AND PERFORMANCE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN
NIGERIA

In order to for the democratization process in Nigeria to be sustained and dividends of good

democratic governance delivered to people, civil society need to be propetly repositioned and
strengthened. Strengthening civil society is therefore imperative so that they can improve upon the
current poor existing structures of CSQ. Thus, the role and performance of civil society can be

enhanced by adopting the following measures:

On the Poor Funding

Poor funding has been a major problem sapping the vitality of civil society in Nigeria and Africa
in general (Diamond 1999, Mercy 2012 and Fadakinte 2013). Majority of the civil society
organizations in Nigeria depend largely on external source usually foreign donor agencies to

finance their activities. In fact, virtually all the donor agencies have vested interest in certain arcas

of the nation and thus, money released for projects does not in many cases reflect the pressing

needs of the people instead the donor goals and objectives stands clear. As a result, adequate

e oty in Nigeri Id be m
Constitutional provision on funding of civil society in Nigeria shou

achieved by creating a consolidated or national trust fund integrated in the national bl,jd‘ _
Nigeria can apply for fund annually. When this is done, it

ade. This could be

get where

Tegistered civil society organizations in o :
4 . their
Will help red dependency of Nigeria civil society on external donor agencies with their
P-reduce aver i f he who pays the piper
Stringent con ditionality and narrow interest. As the common saying o pay jall]
1

! ined in Nigeria.
dictatgg the tune syndrome is not good as currently obtal
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_' The Urban and Elitist Nature of CSOin Nigeri
‘ ‘ ria.
Civil society organizations are greatly hi

; et oncerned with human rights, women
owerment, poverty reduction. civ; o
emp » P Y ction, civic education i located or headquartered in rural areas instead

of urban centers. Closely related to the above is the issue of elitism of CSO, There is need for the

integration of rural dwellers in civil society to actively participate in advocacy. This will help give

them a sense of belonging in the civil society advocacy and engagement and coupled with the fact
that most of the sensitive information needed for addressing the problems usually identified by

CSO are domiciled with the people who are invalved in the problem.

The Leadership Issues in the CSOs.

The issue of quality and responsive leadership is one that affects the entire polity of Nigeria and
not just the civil society alone. However, from the past twenty years of unbroken democratic
experience, it is clear that poor leadership is one of the banes of civil society in Nigeria. Some of
the leaders of trade and labor unions in Nigeria had at critical moments abandoned their
responsibilities of monitoring the activities of the state. Many had even ventured into active politics

and are serving as state governors, ministers, senators and chairmen of local government councils.

As Fadakinte (2013) observed, Comrade Adam Oshiomole, served as the president of Nigerian
or of Edo state. Professor Pat Utomi, who
residential election in 2003 and 2007,

Labor Congress, (NLC), later served as the govern

founded the Value for Leadership Center in Lagos contest P o
Pastor Tunde Bakare. established the Save Nigeria Foundation but contested the 2010 presidential

. tion Co
Slection as a deputy to Muhammad Buhari under the defunct AC : - _
puty of civil society in Nigeria have limited their

ngress of Nigeria party.

The implicati by leaders
implication of the penchant ¥ (itude of the masses toward the third sector in

Performance and reduced the pereeption and at
Ni%eria.

ially from venturing into politics

One o ot fthe leadersofCSO, especiall) )
tthe ways to curtail this attitude 0 ¢ civil societs advocates and members. Such
ning © i

Is . o rai
O €stablish centers for training and ret
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% rch institutes within the country where lecturers
» Mentor an,
d educate members and leaders of civil society

in nitty-gr 3
ey e dynamic and trajectories of the third sector.

Mance and empower them wi

3 ; Sipht th requisite skills to contribute t
‘democratic governance in Nigeria, In, 5 ddition q ¢ ute to
3

if this is done, it will help inculcate the ideology

and philosophy of civil society activism ingo the members

The Corruption and Bribery in the CSQs,

Corruption and bribery is endemic as well as an enemy within. It is a canker worm that has eaten
deep in the fabric of the country and had stunted growth in all sectors, It has been the primary
reason behind the country difficulties in developing fast. The cancerous nature of corruption makes
it difficult for any part of the Nigeria polity to be immune from it. Although, there are fewer cases
of corruption in the third sector in Nigeria, there are reports of mismanagement of funds meant for

development by students and labor unions in contemporary Nigeria (Acemoghi, 2000).

For instance, the Nigeria Labor congress in Nigeria since March 2015 has been embroiled in
corruption and crisis leading to break ups and parallel leadership of the union. According to Peter
Okwori, the Christain Association of Nigeria, (CAN) top leaders have recently been involved in

party politics, manifest in their public support and collaboration with corrupt individuals in the

society. Also, the National Association of Nigerian Students (NANS) an umbrella body

comprising of all students in Nigeria, both home and abroad was involved in the endorsement of

political aspirants during the build-up to the 2015 general election. NANS executives at the state

and foca] Jevels also endorsed certain politicians at the state level. This scenario portends grave

y 1 class, these
or civil societ F W] he cor ])t nature of the state and po itical

fi st “.h

. ITSL,

i i i -opted by the
&forementioned lab trade, religious and student unions easily get bribed and c;) op 2 l v "
G i econ wit
’ es in overnance. Y,
State thereby reducing their level of activism and watchdog reles in g
itici civil so
financial inducements from the politicians: 1hesead
e ets
$ering of booty thereby creating division and le

iy ' and final
el o re-orientation
#0Ups in light of this quagmire is through £ in Nigerie

ciety groups get embroiled in crisis over
sis. Strengthening these civil society

ncial support from donor agencies

P e Of
and Proper media monitoring of the activities
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¢ Nigeria Bar Association, (NBA), ang Nigeria Unijon of Journalists, (NUJ), should collaborate
render free legal services and me

: i s try.
dia Coverage to other Civil society groups within the country
mning unjyst government

policies and program but file law
gainst government in fulfillment of their ro]
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1 prdject work was mainly based of
. on the statement which focused on the rol ivi tety i
amosretic sustenance. A study of Nigeria, 1999 e role of civil sostety in

2015, Chapter one of this hi :
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ok giscussed the general introduction or explanation on C'lv?l , of this historical research
il society,
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: MTC sustenance in Nigeria and the history of the study area (Nigeria) was made
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| The chapter two of this study deals with the analysis o

especially

£the literature review of the research topic.

The chapter also discussed about the theoretical approach used in further discussing the topics Of

in answering the questions posed in this research as well as the empirical literatures used in this

‘ research work.

Chapter three of this study is about the methodology applied in doing this research work followed
by research design and how data collection and analysis is organized. The chapter also explained
the designation and the instrument used in collecting dat@.

Chapter four is the most important part of the whole research work and mainly about
comprehensive analysis, discussion of research findings and the main research questions and
related questions arise throughout the research process. The chapter begins by making a critical

analysis of the evolution and categorization of CS0s in Nigeria, their roles and contributions as

well as the challenges and constraints faced by civil societies in Nigeria. Thus, measures were

provided through which their roles could be enhanced-

The chapter five is the last chapter and summarizes the cores of what has been discussed and found

; the end of the research, 18
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multi ethnic and religious soci
S8 ike Ni
ociety like Nigeria by being an arena for all groups to debate

and express different inte
res
B o wi t open.ly. Democracy is not stable if people with similar
glous associate each other, Many SCOs in Nigeria are staffed with

same religious or ethnic indicati
group indicating that pluralism is clearly lacking Therefore CS

should improve to be an are
na for pluralistic di
background. pluralistic discourse- regardless of ethnic and religious

Civil Society Organizati
#5 y Organizations should reorganize themselves to be more coordinated and

collaborative forc
es that could have significant impact on government decision-making

process. However, they clearly lack coordinated effort or strategy with fragmented in goals

and operations with each pursuing their own interest without taking propet consultation of

communication with others. There should be a call for nationwide civil society conference
where representative could come up with a more coordinated platform with proper strategy
to further agendas more to do with national level rather than small scale ethnic line of
communal line impact. Such {nitiative can create 4 mechanism, which could potentially
empower CSOs across the country through technical guides related to rules and

orgamzatlonal skills.
#u There are civil societies with ambitious & ooals and strong will to democratization and peace,

however structurally weak and incapable of organizing well, Such organizations need

supporis in every means through clear guidelines that special attention should be given to
them. Because they ar¢ incapable of advertising their agendas to the world or online market
as these organizations are often led by people based in rural' ar'ea. T.heyl s?ould be
strengthened an dfi nanced SO that impact generated by CS actors inside Nigeria 18 equally

distributed and palanced. : ‘ ,
more viable and pragmatic role in demoeratic

3 i i lays
#< Tn order to ensure hat civil society P .
in Nigeria especially in the future: ernphasis Must pe geared toward Proper
overnance in Ni . .
gf ance in o £ o ineir OVEr dependence on foreign donors often with skewed
unding of CSO t0 reduc

interests. Also, the trainin

s, advocates, and non-

mocrattc system in Nigeria.

members is highly mlpf:l‘aﬁ\’ al «h the state. Being

Y bFinally, civil society | the government.

independent from the staté doesh puilding py acting as gxamples

Rather the role of C3 isto be part of




de by democratic princiy
ab!(%el 5; e T ol ?tlﬂc1ples i g supplementary to state’s implementation of what the
people desire. 1n coing o, CSO will contribute very positive role in promoting democracy

and good governance in Nigeria.
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