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ABSTRACTThe research has taken a cursory study on The Role ofCSOs in the sustenance of democracy
a study of Nigeria from 199-2015. Four research questions; What are the roles of civilsociety in third world nation with particular reference to Nigeria? What are the contributions'
of Civil Society in the sustenance of democracy in Nigeria? What are the main challenges
and constraints faced by Civil Society in the sustenance andpromoting democracy and goodgovernance? How the role andperformance of civil society can be enhanced in carrying outtheir primary duties? The liberal theory of civil society was adopted as a theoreticalframework for analysis. Taking a historical perspective, relevant literatures on civil societyand democracy, the evolution of the CSOs in Nigeria, their activities during and after theMilitary era were X-rayed The research established that CSOs plays vital role and havecontributed tremendously to the sustenance of democracy in Nigeria by protesting againsttenure elongation, participation in the electoral reform, advocacy for the passage of theFreedom of leformation (FOi) bill into law, voter education and mobilization and electionmonitoring. However, CSO have not done enough and are facing a number of challenges. lnfact, while the number of registered CSO has increased good democratic governancedividends still elude the country. With massive army of unemployment, bribery andcorruption is rife with resurgence of clandestine militia,groups spread all over the country,ethno-re/igious violence and extra judicial killings are rampant. it is therefore finalized orconcluded that the civil society cannot be over emphasized in the democracy, development,economic and the upl/ftment of the principles of fundamental human rights in Nigeria inparticular and the Africa at large. The findings of the research study unveil that civil societyhad have played a critical roles and contributed immensely in the development andconsolidation of democracy in Nigeria but a lot need to be done. This is because while thenumber of registered CSO has increased, good democratic governance dividends still eludethe country. Thus, the study recommended that. the structure. activities as well as leadershipquality of CSOs must be improved and there should be a way in which CSOs could beindependent political/y and financially to carry out their activities without any externalinfluence or interference.
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CHAPTER ONE
GENERAL BACKGROUND

r
I.O

INTRODUCTION

Civil society groups in Nigeria have been indispensable actors in the democratization process
especially since the return of civil rule in 1999. A vibrant civil society is sine qua non to thesustainability of any nation 's democratic process and social development. Studies have shown
that the role of civil society groups is vital in the political, social and economic development of
African countries (Diamond, 1999; Ndegwa, 1996; Yohanness, 1997; and Gyimah-Boadi, 2004).According to Yohanness (1997), this role can be view from three dimensions. First, improving thequality of governance; second, developing the capacity of governments to apply the principles ofaccountability, transparency and openness; third, working towards gaining the commitment of allelected officials, public servants, and NGOs to good governance. In view of these, one can inferthat, civil societies have, contributed immensely to democratic consolidation and sustainabledevelopment in Nigeria. In fact, the responsibility of ensuring sustainable development rest on theshoulder of civil society. This is because; they are the agents of development in any nation. They

serve as the in tema! correctional mechanism to check and balance on the activities of government
to avoid wasteful spending, misappropriation and embezzlement of funds and help determine orprioritizes the needs of the people (African Development Forum [ ADF], 2004 ).

Civil societies have globally become active non-state agents of democratic governance saddledwith the multifaceted responsibilities of providing social welfare, economic empowerment,humanitarian services, political participation, human capital development and economic activities,
Keane (1989) and lkelegbe (2013). Besides, civil society has become important agents forengendering good democratic governance through the promotion of accountability, transparency,

rule of Jaw, curtailment of human rights abuses, and capitalist exploitation. Civil society is seenas the cumulus of voluntary, self-generating, at least partially self-supporting, and autonomousassociations different from the state, business and family and bound by a legal order or set ofshared rules that is open to the public Woods ( 1992). It is known as the third sector because it
serves as a vibrant social

intermediary between the state, business and family. Harbeson (I 993),postulated that Civil society in Africa and Nigeria in particular is a recent phenomenon that
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characterized the recent asee d f
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n ancy o neo I eral democratic mstitut1on, According to Ikelegbe

(2007), ,¡,;¡ ""foty ¡,o,;a., tho oil iliot lobno"? .. rel .. o,shlp b""°'" ili, go?mm?t,
b""""' o,tfio ""' tho ""'ple. H, obs'""" iliot =-g d?o,~;? -fally fo Afrl? "''
Nigeria cannot be consolidated or sustained without a virile and vibrant civil society.

l

Dem-y Is""" •ffiaotiw "'' •ffici?t rep""'""''" ""' doll"'Y of th, di?a.,,, of"'°'
governance to the masses. Aiyede (2003), posited that Civil society is sine qua non to democratic
governance, which explicitly is about providing social security, expanding and advocating for
economic

opportunities, rule oflaw, freedom of press, nipping in the bud ethnoreligious violence,
provision of basic infrastructural facilities, guarantee of oppositions, and a regular free and fair
election. However, to Hearn (2001), because the state represents the interest of the ruling class,
whose interest is to perpetually control the apparatus of state power and machinery of government
at all cost, the interest of the people especially in emerging democracies in Africa tend to be
disregarded, Coupled with this is the poverty of democracy in Africa which is manifest in the rising
profiles of poverty, dictatorship, human rights abuses, hunger, insecurity, endemic corruption and
bribery, environmental degradation, diseases, illiteracy, gender violence and underdevelopment
Abutudu (I 995),

As Fatton (1995) observed, the states in Africa are incapacitated and irresponsive to the wellbeing
of the people which it claims to protect ln the midst of these ad infinitum problems, the civilsociety is therefore, expected to serve as a watch dog against excesses of government and

capitalists by providing a platform for aggregating and championing the interest of the people both
in urban and rural areas to demand delivery of good governance from the government.Civil society organizations in contemporary Nigeria had considered to be active groups and in

some cases inactive in performing their primary duties or seem to have gone to slumber, Thus, the
sporadic cases of election riggings, stuffing and snatching of ballot papers and boxes, corruption,
unbridled executive

recklessness, project abandonment, neglect of rural women and incessant
hikes in prices of petroleum and school fees leading to increased school dropout, kidnapping,
banditry and general social and economic insecurity are rife and rapidly on the increase in Nigeria
while civil society watches and remain hapless.

2
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This res¡iarch work is therefore, an attempt to examine civil society ancÍ democtatic sus?ll!ability
in Nigeria fledgling democracy (1999-2015) from historical perspective. What have been .set toachieve is to assess the extent to which civil society in Africa's most populous Country-Nlgi,ria,has been able to stimulate the entrenchment of good governance, democratic sustenance andnational reconciliation since the return to democratic rule in 1999,

1.1 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
The of lack a positive effect on the role of civil societies has called to question on the sustenanceof democracy in Nigeria. Civil society groups in Nigeria have been indispensable actors in thedemocratization process especially since the return to civil rule in 1999. As agents of social changegermane for mass reorientation and mobilization, they have helped in the sustenance anddeepeningof democratic governance by providing a critical socio-economic and political servicesto Nigerians in both urban and rural areas. However, in spite of the ubiquitous nature of civilsociety in contemporary Nigeria's democratic governance, there still exist, immense lacunae in thenation's current democratic governance. The democratic system in Nigeria is riddled withcorruption, bribery, nepotism, human rights abuses, electoral frauds, godfatherism, violence,economic injustice and the rise in ethnic militia movements that tend to make mockery of Nigeriaclaim to democratic governance. Thus Therefore, this research study intends to look at the roles ofcivil societies in effectively ensuring the continuation of democracy in Nigeria (1999-2015), it willalso highlight some of the problems that could militate against the emergence of a viable civilsociety and look at how the strength of Nigeria civil society could be enhanced.

I
f

2. To examine the contributions of Civil Society in the sustenance of democracy in Nigeria.

1.2 OBJECTIVESOF THE STUDY
The research study is primarily to find the roles of Civil Society in promoting democracy, goodgovernance, peace and national reconciliation in Nigeria. Through the uses of all forms of
secondary data and document analysis. this study has the following objectives:

I. To determine the roles of civil society on the sustenance of democracy in third world nationwith particular reference to Nigeria.

3
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3, To explore the main challe?ges and constraints faced by Civil Society in the sustenance of
democracy and good governance in Nigeria.

4. To recommend the way forward and propose the conditions under which the role and
performance of civil society will be enhanced in Nigeria in particular and in third world nations in
general.

I
1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The effectiveness of civil society in easing democratic transition in Nigeria with special referenceto its consolidating role has been perceived too weak. It is therefore, timely and patient to lookinto the issues and proposed a way forward to dispute the outlined weakness. Democracy is stilllargely adjudged as the best form of government because of the freedom (bill of rights) it ensuredin any given polity.

Therefore, this research work is attempted to answer the following questions:

l. What are the roles of civil society on the sustenance of democracy in third world nation ingeneral and particularly in Nigeria?

2. What are the contributions of Civil Society in the sustenance of democracy in Nigeria?
3. What are the main challenges and constraints faced by Civil Society in the sustenance andpromoting democracy and good governance?

i
-

4. How the role and performance of civil society can be enhanced in carrying out their primaryduties?

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The significance of the study will lie in the difference; it is capable of making to the enhancementof democratic ethics in the Nigeria political system. Its premise is that civil society has a great roleto play in expanding Nigeria nascent democracy across its territorial boundaries.

4
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It will also contribute to the advanc
.

ement of
knowledge as it relates to this field of enquiries It is

hope that it will provoke further research
.

th fu ·m e nearest ture.
1.5 SCOPEOF TUE STUDy
The research Work is restr' t d t h .

.

IC e o t e geographical entity known as Nigeria from 1999 to 2015

with the analysis of the action d ·
•

f .
.

.
.

s an inactions o various c1v¡J society groups found in it. These

=fo" "'°"P' wm ho""'., srua;? from Um, ro ,;m," u,.''=""""= ,?Mds h<>we,o,

••se doe,""' m= • ., who,•• ,u,,,;'" ,?Mds, ref,?,., wm "'" b, ""? trom o•o
countries in as much as it will help to advance this research work.
1.6 LIMITATIONOF THE STUDY

i

As the case usually is, there are certain limitations the researcher will be faced with in the cause
of this study. One is in the area of finance which might have a direct consequence on the quality
of suitable materials. Apart from finance, also considering the fact that research work of this nature
are often done within a time frame, the study therefore cannot be exhaustive in its entirely.
However, it is hoped that these constraints so named will be checked mated by making the best
use of the materials that researcher have and spending more than necessary time in the research
report will be minimal, thus making the objectives and significance of the study.

1.7 HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY AREANigeria is the most populous country in Africa, it is situated between latitudes 400E and 1400N
and longitude 300E and 1400E of the Greenwich meridian. It is bounded in the west by theRepublic of Benin, on the north by the Republic ofNiger, on the north-east, by Lake Chad, on the

east by the Republic of Camero un and in the south by the Atlantic Ocean. It has a total area of 923,
768 square kilometers. It has a total of 91 O, 770 landed mass and 13,000 square kilometer waterways. It is mostly located in the tropical region. Nigeria has a population of about 206,139,580million (National Population Commission, 2020).

As one moves from the north to the south, the vegetation progressively changes from savannahl d
·

¡ a· .-:0rest TypicalJy there are two main seasons: rainy season and dry season

grass an to trop1ca r m " .

,
·

d b h h attan season The rains are heaviest in the south and thinnest in the north.

intersperse y t e arm
•

Since the l 970s desert encroachment and desertification have become a serious environmental

5
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problem to the
northernmost stat Thth b d • es. ere are about more than 300 different ethnic groups within

e oun aries ofNigeria includ' th .mg e three ma;or ones, the Hausa, Igbo and Yoruba. The ethnic,

cultural and economic Variatio
.

.
.

. ns and long years of
mtermmghng among the various groups have

combined to produce very ri h
1

.

_
.

c cu lures and art forms which form the heritage of modern Nigeria.

It rs estimated that so .
.percent of Nrgenans are Muslim, 40 percent are Christian, and that the

remaining l O percent pracf •
.

.

. .

.

rce varrous mdrgenous rehgrons. Muslrms can be found in all parts of
Nigeria, their strongest foothold is north among the Hausa and the Yoruba. Christianity is most
prevalent in the south ofNigeria.

The Nigerian state is a colonial creation. It is a product of a historical antecedent that arose out of
European adventurism with its eventual culmination in the colonization of Africa. Thus, while theEuropean explorers discovered the undeveloped estate that later became Nigeria, the missionariesestablished the presence of Europe in the area to pave the way for the eventual arrival of theEuropean traders with their aggressive trade interest. First, the European explorers, second, theEuropean Christian Missionaries and, third, the European traders played very important roles in

the chronological sequence of events that led to the colonization and creation of the Nigerian state.It was the aggressive economic interest and the contestation for the avaricious acquisition of thenatural wealth of the native peoples that encouraged the convocation of the inglorious BerlinConference of 1884-85. Arising from the Berlin Conference, the European interlopers adoptedmore carefully articulated control mechanisms to bring their effectively occupied territories undertheir control. It was at the Conference that the British got the imprimatur from the circle ofEuropean collaborators to occupy the area that later became known as Nigeria.

Nigeria was established in the late nineteenth century, starting with the Colony of Lagos in l 86 I.Subsequently, the Oil Rivers Protectorate was created in southeastern Nigeria and the Royal NigerCompany was given a charter to control what later became Northern Nigeria. By l 900, there werethe Colony and Protectorate of Southern Nigeria and the Protectorate ofNorthern Nigeria. In 1904,the Protectorate of Southern Nigeria was divided into Central and Eastern Provinces, west and eastf h R. N" Th th Northern Protectorate and the Colony and Protectorate of Southern

o t e 1ver 1ger. us, e

N. ·

d· 1914 to create modern Nigeria, largely to save the British treasury

1gena were amalgamate m
.

.

'b•1·t ¡¡ the administration of Northern Nigeria. However, despite

from direct financial respons, 1 1 Y or

6



/this purported
amalgamation, the British continued to run the two halves of the country-North

and South-as separate political d d
.

.
.

.
•

an a m1mstrative entities with little common linkage outside ofcom?on ec?nom1c infrastructure such as roads, railways and a common currency. Amalgamation1.
entailed neither ª unification of colonial policies in the two halves of the country nor thedevelopment of an integrated administration (Oyovbaire, I 983). Different systems of law and land

= tenure were developed in the two halves. The attempt to extend the Northern aristocratic systemof Indirect Rule to eastern Nigeria for fiscal and ideological reasons failed woefully, Thereafter,different systems of local governance were also developed in different parts of the country. Thegovernance of Lagos Colony, where a limited elective principle was introduced, was also differentfrom the rest of Southern Nigeria.

The Nigerian Council, including six prominent traditional rulers from the northern andsouthwestern parts of the country, was constituted in 1916, ostensibly to create a national platformfor this bifurcated colony. The counci I met rarely; in reality, the inward-looking colonialadministrative ethos and practices in both the North and the South ensured that the two halves ofthe country continued to evolve as separate entities. And the political and administrative cleavageswere further accentuated by colonial prejudice. British administrators serving in the North often
regarded Southerners as unruly savages, while those in the South regarded Northerners as ignorantand backward. Such was the "partisan" gulf between the colonial administrations of both Northernand Southern Nigeria that a standard joke among educated Nigerians in the 1930s was that the two
British administrations would have gone to war but for the presence of the Nigerian population
separating them (Afigbo, 1989) The colonial administrative staff in the North were particular/y
prone to a separatist psychology (Bell, 1989). This structural and psychological divide woven into
the very structure of the colonial state permeated the society and remains engrained in Nigerian
political life. Furthermore, the colonial policy of Indirect Rule, conducted through local chieis,
accentuated Jocalism. Lord Lugard, the deliberate architect of this bifurcated colony based on
regionalism and localism, left in 1918, bringing to an end a period in which Nigeria existed in

name only.

O ,, t "f 1·ng the peoples of the country was the Clifford Constitution of 1922
ne of the few ef.arts a um Y

,

h.
.

t the two Southern provinces and the Colony of Lagos, while at the same
w tch sought to integra e

7
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time creating more scope for the part·
•

.

1c1pation of the West d .was established to replace the ·N· .

ern-e · ucated ehte. A legislative counciliger1an Council and th L .
.t·me direct elect1·on e agos Legislative Council. For the first

1 , s were extended ts• d th
be fr

ou I e e Colony of Lagos, with the inclusion of.an electedmem r om Calabar in the s th Thou east. ough only four of the 46 members of this council wereelected the new council stim I t d
•

.
.

' u a e nat10nahst sentiments and political party formation.

By 1938, the National Youth Mov t
·emen

, representing the new educated and commercial elite ofLagos, had superseded the Nigerian National Democratic Party, formed in response to the CliffordConstitution. Both parties had "national" in their names, but this was a claim sustained more byaspiration than reality. Both represented the nascent elite of Lagos and its immediate surroundings,but claimed to speak for the "nation". The impact of the Second World War was to increase the
tempo of the social and political ferment, with ex-servicemen, organized labour and students
joining the fray. Many more parts of Southern Nigeria were thereby drawn into the "nationalist"
movement. An umbrella movement, which later became the National Council of Nigeria Citiz.ens
(NCNC), was formed in 1944 to agitate for better educational provision. Though it had the Lagoselite at its core, it was able to incorporate a few individuals from the North into its ranks, if only
for a while. The Richards Constitution of 1946 sought to respond to the postwar pressures. It
formally introduced regionalism as a premise for governance, giving a de jure foundation to an
extant reality. This regionalism also corresponded to ethnicity: with the Hausa-Fulani in Northern
Nigeria, lgbo in the Eastern Region and the Yoruba in the Western Region, the territoriality of
ethnicity was enhanced. The ethnic minorities in each region were forced to accommodate as best

they could to the rising tide of majoritarian hegemony in each region.

The MacPherson Constitution of 195 I sought to respond to Nationalist Movement that is, NCNC

criticisms of the Richards Constitution. Its lasting legacy was to further entrench regional ism in

the Nigerian state. Common economic infrastructure, particularly the marketing boards, was
·

¡· d
· more powerful incentives for ethno-regional elites to organize alongregiona 1ze

, creatmg even
·

·

t I f th marketing board surpluses. Regional Parliaments were alsoregional Imes for the con ro o e

·

·

¡ ·1· 1 pi'rations into regional institutions. A national House ofintroduced, channeling po 1 1ca as

•

¡

·

L s composed ofrepresentatives of the regional assemblies.Representatives was put m p ace m ago ,

•

h f gional and central ministries. Not only were the entireAfrican ministers were put m e arge o re

8
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administrative and fiscal
structures f• 0

governance now
formally

regioni1lized. N' ..

.
.

developed a bifurcated nationalist movement with d
.

.
.

igena also
.

. a mo em1st nationalism in the South based n

a Westernized ehte and enl' ht .

' 0.

.
.

ig enment ideals, and a more traditional nationalism in the North,

based on Islamic
traditionalism and aristocratic symbolism.

iii

The nationalists' political movement was firmly split along ethno-regionaJ Jines: The Hausa-
Fulani-dominatedNorthern People's Congress (NPC) in Northern Nigeña, the

Yoruba-dominated
Action Group (AG) in the Western Region and the increasingly lgbo-dominated NCNc in the
Eastern Region. ln federations, political parties have the important responsibility of building
bridges, but these parties not only reflected the extant cleavages, they helped to shape and intensify
them (Dare 1988). In each region, ethnic minorities were increasingly discriminated against. In a
trenchant criticism of Nigerian democratic practice, Nolutshungu (1990) argues that Nigerianregional elites who developed within the contours of each region sought to maintain theirprivileged domain by "sanctifying" the regional artifice. They developed a common notion ofdemocracy: "as the context within which competition was to be undertaken rather than the issuecontested. Democracy was not championed or challenged with respect to its content of rights, butwas the mechanism through which political power would be gained or distributed, and with iteconomic power and status" What emerged from this notion of democracy was an intenselyregional and conflictual political system, led by ''.juggernauts" representing the major ethnic groupof each region; Sir Ahmadu Bello for the Hausa-Fulani in Northern \igeria, \·na·ndi Azikiwe forthe lgbo in the Eastern Region and Obafemi Awolowo for the Yoruba in the Western Region. Eachelite group wanted to succeed the departing colonial authorities, or to ha,. e a major say in the·

l't'caJ elites local businessmen and administrator, ?jj had a stake in this

successor regime; po 1 1
,

· ·

p
· " re contrived for political advantage rather than as the expression of

compet1t1on. art1es we
·

d' 'd
· ·

d si'bi'lities" Nolutshungu (1990). Between l \15 l and 19'5<5. the parties

Pnmor 1al I entitles an sen

clashed over a number of issues.

F.
h d te for the granting of regional self-govemmt':l' Wí:ile the Southern

1rst, they clashed overt e a

.
.

.

" f er the North was fearful of such a ?e·,e,spment.
regions wanted an early trans,er o pow •

. .
,

•

l h d over the nature of the cc,m!Jt:::: :r.a1 settlement for
Second the regional parties e as e

.

•
..

·

'

. ·

k' g point was the insisten(;(: ,,f rt?,'.r.a1 leader; from the
independence in J 960. A particular Slic m

9



Northern Nigeria at the 1958 constituf
Iiona conference that half

independence Parliament must be conced d t h
of the ? in the pnJpQae,Ie o t e Northern Region on the basis .

more than half of the national population A
that ít CXlbtlinld

. s a result of the adoption of this constituti . .

parliamentary representation was determined b
.

Ollll principle.
. .

Y regional quota, and not actual 'rotes .

North got a butlt-m veto power within the federation.
woo, the

Third, after independence, the regional parties engaged in intense confrontation with each ther
over the allocation of federal projects, particularly the proposed iron and steel project that °.ch
region coveted. In 1964, the NCNC government of the Eastern Region issued a statement bitterly
attacking its alliance partner at the federal level, the Northern-based NPC, ofusing "the little power
we surrendered to them to preserve a unity which does not exist" in order to direct money obtained
from oil resources in the east "our money" to carry out development projects in the North (Okeke,
1992).

Fourth, since the allocation ofpolítícal seats and economic resources was based on the size of each

constituency's population, the conduct of censuses became a highly charged affair as each region
sought to inflate its figures. Fifth, there was an incessant struggle over the criteria for the allocation

of state revenue. Which authority had the power to collect which taxes. and how federally collected

revenues were to be distributed to the composite units of the federation became issues of constant

política] disputation.

Apart from these specific areas of disagreement, there was also the constant factor of the fear of

being excluded from the post-colonial settlement. This fear of being outwitted by its ethno-regional
·

I h
·

I )'t contri'buted to the escalation of ethnic and political tension. ln thenva s, eac reg10na e I e

, ,

h b consolidated based on cultural plurality, elitism and communal
process, a poht1cal system as een

cleavages (Oyovbaire, 1983).

. ht t sure its stranglehold on its region, it also sought to
While each majority ethnic eltte soug O en ~

. .

b Joiting minority grievances m the other regions. As
create a winning coalition at the center Y exp

. . .

. d for ethnic minorities m 1963 out of a poht1cal ly
a res u It, the Mid- West Reg10n was create

. . . . . .

.
.

2 The continuing instability w1thm the political system.
Weakened Western Region (Omo1gUt, 200 ).

IO
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oupled with the sustained resentment of .
.

e

. .
many mmonty ethnicities, led to the collapse. of the FirstRepublic m January 1966 and the emergence of military rule.

Many military regimes have sought t
.

0 restructure the country by dismantling the regionalframework so central to ethmc political contestation E 1- •t
c.-

. xp 1c1 euorts were also made to addressminority grievances. The result has been a sustained process of state creation, from the four regionsof 1963, to the 12 states of 1967, to 19 states in 1976, to 21 in 1987, to 30 in 1991 and finally to
36 states in 1996. During the same period, the third tier of governance in the federation, the local
government authority, expanded from about 330 to 774. However, far from curbing ethno-
regionalism, the state creation process simply restructured it. Without their regional institutional
backbone and now split into many states, hegemonic ethno-regional elites adopted other symbols
and rituals as rallying points. leaving the tripolarity of the political system almost intact.

Meanwhile, sorne minority ethnic groups secured states or local governments of their own,
sometimes in an uneasy alliance with other minority groups, leading to the emergence of

"majority" minority groups in some states and local governments.

1.8 DEFINITION OF TERMS

Conceptual clarification is a major requirement for any scientific or empirical research. It lay the

basis for outright understanding of major concepts that will be used, this is because concept is the

building block of any given discipline.

1.8.1 Civil Society
.

. th I seeks to operate independently of the state such as pnvateA whole range of social groups ª
. .

. •

.
.

. trade association, religious bodies, student organizat10ns,busmess enterprises, labor unmns,

artistic and publication (Gold 1999).

005) is defined as a set of institutions, organization and
C. ·1

.

d' to Chukwuma, (21v1 society accor mg
d d f; •¡y These include non-governmental

.
.

h state, business worl an ami .

. . .behavior situated between t e
. le's organizations, civic organization,

organization, peop
organization, private voluntary

I'
.

s and social organizations. In a similar
.

. cultural gender, re 1g1ou '

.community based organization,
'

iational life of citizens charactenzed by.

·¡ ociety as the assoc
vein, lkelegbe (2013) defined civi s

11
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fear of intimidation from the cen\'1'4' gll'.\'étnlh_ en_"_.__

·

• _
,

. ;;:.. .
---=

"' ·'"' ,;;;?•:t
:

-
.

.,.

esides, civil society is also defined as the arena outside .or'ttte :f'âr¡¡,
--•

ere people associate to advance common interest. The essence tiht. • _

-

• _ _
. -· •. ,< • c¡c)

interest of a group of people with a common socio-economic, political or Cliltl.lral.U.?? .
, , ?.

·

objective of not to capture political power or make profits but to provide and adVAQ?Jhói··<?
-

,· ,,

of good governance and common good of its members (Ghaus-Pasha,20o4). To Tocqu.v!Ue,eil,tt\:\_

:?

society refers to associational activity that that occurs in political space outside th.e state, art

·

ideology that gained renewed momentum in the 1980 and 1990s as organizations and actlvist:s

struggled to challenge dictatorships and illiberal regimes.

ii

!

Uwan and Yearoo (2009) civil society is defined as the set of institutions and organizations that

interface between the state, business world and the family. They further argued that civil society

is the arena of un-coerced collective actions around shared interest, values. In theory the

institutions are different from the state, business and family world though in practice, the boundary

between the state, family, market and civil society are often complex, blurred and negotiated. They

identified civil society to include Nongovernmental Organizations (NGOs), Private Voluntary

Organizations (PVOs), people's organizations, community based organizations (CBOs), civic

clubs, and trade unions.

Civil society is therefore, in this research work taken to mean the third sector, the collectivity of

associational groups that is different from the state, business and family that is geared towards the

promotion of group goals and objectives. Civil society provides the necessary social lubricants
th?t

interface between the government and the citizens especially in the promotion of good
democrat'.c

governance. Their responsibilities are clearly defined and cut across social, political, economic

and cultural matrix of human society.

12
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emocracy is a buzz VM'll ?:JWca:• ?
xplairts why some autocratic hígÜne$'bm,

in fact, the most promiscuous Word in -world affiüts
· ·

•·•

.
_ .•?.· \ . _

American president, Abraham Lincoln (1863), demoêrâey is a..
·

. •· _

people, by the people and fur the people. Democracy is a)>o?t the • : :.
···

effective representation of the people, accountability, and rule of law, .; ....

elections, and provisions of basic i? social security, and transpal'IIICJ •••·

1.s.2 Democracy

of common wealth.

J

Fadakinte (2013) democracy is a form of government by mean of which citi:zens, throughtieeand

open institutional arrangements are empowered to choose and remove leaders in a competitiw

struggle for peoples' vote. Diamond ( I 999) avers that Liberal Democracy is a representative kind

of governance in which qualified adult members of a given society elect their representatives

through a periodic free and fair election. Democracy has recently become one of the fam,st

growing forms of government because of its ineluctable drive towards human freedom. It

entrenches unlimited freedom and rule of law. Ideally, as a result of this, civil society is a S}mbol

of true democracy.

Democracy is about effective and efficient representation and delivery of the dividends of good

governance to the masses. It is a political system providing for the participation of citizens in

political decision making often by the representatives of governing bodies (Giddens 2001).

However, Schumpeter, ( 1967) posits that the democratic method is that institutional arrangement

which realizes the common good by making the people themselves decide who are ro assemble in

order to carry out its will. And this generalization of the term has prompted imam ( 1991) to

conceptualize democracy as the people's right to participate fully in the discussi= and decision

on the issues that affect them and take control over their lives. This right ma) howe,? be very

difficult to be claimed in today's Nigerian democratic environment because the right 10 participate

fully in decisions is contradiÇtOry with the right to be involved in the democrsric process that

13
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1.8.3 Democracy Sustenance:
·\:.:·?. _

A state of affairs in which none of the major political actor$', p?.¡f?:-r _

institutions, considers that there is no alternative to democr.tic 1)1.'0QCJ_.,.:?fil\?I _ _

political institutions has a claim to the action of democratically elected deciston .;?11
'"?-

Sustenance as in consolidation is the process by which democracy becomes so brt:1.illy-?i,·??---
profoundly legitimate among its citizens that it is very unlikely to break down. It Involve&,

behavioral and institutional changes that normalize democratic politics and narrow its uncertainty.

This normalization requires the expansion of citizen access, development of democratic citizenship

and culture, broadening ofleadership recruitment and training, enhancementofnational integrative

instruments and other functions that civil society performs. However, most of all, and most

urgently, it requires political institutionalization. Thus, democracy can best be sustained when we

have a good reason to believe that it is capable of withstanding pressure or shocks without

abandoning the electoral process or the political freedom on which it depends, including those of

dissent and opposition. Moreover, this will require a depth of institutionalization reaching beyond

the electoral process itself. Lay Diamond (1995).

From these, however, a variety of different criteria has been proposed in the literature in order to

identify a sustained democracy when we see one. Democracy is consolidated when a government

that has itself been elected in a free and fair contest is defeated in a subsequent election and accepts

th
1

·

f h' 't 1•0n is that it is not winning office that matters, but losing it and
e resu t. The pomt o t 1s crt er ,

• , th' demonstrates that powerful players, and their social backers,

acceptmg the verdict, because is

h 1
fthe game above the continuation of their power. On the

are prepared to put respect for t e ru es 0

.

·

mple longevity or generation test. Twenty years say, of
other hand, the second option favours a s1

.
.

ffi
·

t to judge a democracy consolidated, even without a

regular competitive elections are su icten

14



[lange of ruling party, since habituation to the
e electoral ptnod for appointing rulers unthinkabl

rocess would make any alternative
me e.

Apart from these two criteria, democracies e
.

merge and become sustained, not out of any principled
commitment to democratic nonns, but when h

.
. .

.t e major polttical players recognize sufficient
mmon interest in establishing elector 1 dco a prece ures and subsequently see that their interest in

keeping to the rules of the game outweighs the costs to them of their being undermined. The
foregoing has demonStrated that the sustainability of democracy is a product of many factors or
conditions operating together. No one condition on its own will be either necessary or sufficient

but an accumulation of facilitating conditions can be expected to enhance the prospects for the

survival of electoral democracy. The project is clearly more difficult in some circumstances than

others, and faces much more formidable obstacles in some countries than others. It is a task in the

social sciences to identify these circumstances and subject them to comparative analysis.

It is unequivocally glaring to discern the fact that the concept of democratic sustenance has the

problems ofhomonymity (one word meaning many things). For the purpose of this research work

however, democratic sustenance means the capacity of the polity to nurture and consolidate

d I t·ime spell with little or no threat to the abortion of democratic
emocracy over a very ong

· · ·

1

·

h tever form and pretense (J. Linz 1990).
experiment and d1smtegrat1ve e ements 111 w a
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CIIAPnRTWoLITERATURE RE.VIEWAND·

TBE01trn
l,O INTRODUCTION CAL FRAMEWORK

over the past decade the world has witnessed dram
.

.
•

.

ª alie expansion in the size seo and c acit
of civil society (CS). The expansion of CS is aided b

' pe, ap Y

.
Y the pl'OCess of globali1.ation, a growing of

democratic governance, telecommunications and . .
.

_

econonuc integration. Together with this, interest
in the role of CS also has been growing in recent .

- Years. Despne of all the increasing interests of
the role of CS, the very concept of CS is seen as complex and difficult to define. The task of
defining the concept, identifying CS's essential features d des'

.
•an tgmng a strategy to assess its state

is, in itself, a complex and potentially controversial process (Fioramonti & Heinrich, 2007). Civil
society can mean different thing to different people depending on \\hat kind of democratic society
one has in mind and taking into account the specific political and cultural context in which it

operates. More so, the interest of international organizations, international civil society

organizations, development and donor agencies in the suppon and funding of civil society

organizations (CSOs) in the third world, was pan of effons to scale dom1 and divest roles from

the failing post-colonial states, to strengthen prívate sector dri,en de,elopment initiatives, promote

participatory development efforts and particularly deconstruct state centralized and top down

development.

C. ·1
·

h b ss the world the non-state emern:ent aeent for providing critical
1v1 society as ecome aero ,

- -

·

h ani·tan'an services socioeconomic empowerment, politicalsocial welfare, social services, um ·

· • •
·

1 d I
ent and producri,e economic activities. But more

part1c1pat1on, human capita eve opm
·

1
t for institutin!! a.ccoimtability, transparency and good

important I y. it has become the pop u ar a gen -

·

·

in the untamed effects of market forces and
governance, restraining state abuses, resist g

. 1989 and Ikelegbe 2úi3J
strengthening public scrutmy (Keane

. .
.

. fi afrm in relation to critical areas of human
ln? h

· ·

f fli rts of the c1v1I soc1et? onn -·

act, t e d1vers1ty o e o
. , _ . ·? anee at local national and

an
.

. ade it look like it ts cenua: ts: go, ,rn '

d national existence, have m
, r,n of sustainable development.·

. ietal ills and the genera.L
international levels, the resolution of soc

. ded :;: embrace cs with high hopes and
Th

·
•

d , vemments ha\ e ten
e international commun1ty an go

_

th
_ •c,Ionial states and contributing

. haracter 01 e ¡:•D><-<e?

Potentialities as capable of redressmg thc e
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bstantially
to sustainable develop

su ment. The eso
·

'ght d
s are

·

broadening
ri s an freedoms, strengtheni

seen as facilitating divergent voices,

b 'Jd' d
ng collective d

• .
.

consensus
m mg an empowering ardina

ectSion makmg, participation and

,

ry people. The CS fi
•

that its involvement 1s seen as legitimiz' .

.
.

ormat1on has become so important
mg of policies and processes.

2,1 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Civil society (CS) is both an organization I tª s ructure and an analytical tool for the analysis of

politics and development. As a structural enft ·
.

1 Y, its precise content and boundary is contested. As

an analytical framework, its relevance and pote
·

1ncy 1s a so contested. Civil Society (CS) is the

associational life of citizens characterized by commo
·

t t
·

·¡ d bl' dn m eres s, c1v1 an pu 1c purposes, an

voluntary collective and autonomous actions (Grindle, 1996 and Ikelegbe, 2001 ). It comprises self,

autonomous and non-state associations that are voluntarily constituted, self-generating, self-

supporting and self-governing (lkelegbe, 2005). It is those associations that enable citizens to

participate voluntarily, freely and openly within the public realm, and operate and function

independent of and outside state and corporate power, though relating to them. It comprises

clusters of diverse and overlapping non-governmental institutions through which collective and

shared wills and interests are articulated, projected and defended. It is the organized socio-political

and economic life of citizens and communities, for the mobilization of actions and engagements

in relation to their needs, interests, existence and survival. The civil society organization (CSO) is

the major non-state structure by which people relate to themselves and through which they relate

to the state and socio-political purposes.

A
• . h epi of civil society is extensive and generally falls into

ccordmg to Tem1tope (2015), t e cone

th
. fi an alternative to the state; second, as a supporter or ally

ree broad functional categories: 1rst, as

I
I the state and its policies. Civil society to him, is

to the state; and third, as a counterba anee O
• .

.
1

ires historical and contextual amphficat1on when

uniquely Western in origin and, as a resu I, requ
.

. .

l.k Nigeria Specifically, the unique circumstances

applied to ostcolonial developing nations I
e

·

.
. . .

p
.

.

b fore and durmg colomzatton, its quests for

surroundi N' .
•

t ditional soc1et1es e

.

ng 1gena s ra
·od following independence provide context for

1ndependence and the characteristics of the pen

.

'

democratic governance.

discussing how esos may be used to foster
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As earlier stated the historical or· .

.

igms of the cone t o
. .

.

transforming
the Pºst·Communist soc· et

ep f civil society stem from Western ideas of

.

I y. In Civil Societ .
.

and Sumi K. (2001 ), present a com •¡
.

Y· History and Possibilities, Sudipta K.

.
. .

p1 ation of studies th
communist society interacts with th ta

at addresses the manner in which a post-
e s te

especially in t

institutions of "all spheres of social J'f¡
•

errns of the development of autonomous
1 e ... outside the

·
·

d'
.

development of the post-commun· t
.

Juris ictton of the State. Besides the civil
ts society, the compilation ais

Sociational movements as h' 1

° explores the room for these new
as a ve te e for " d' 1

ra tea democratic aspirations."
iii

¦

i According to Kaviraj and Khilnani (200 ¡) e
.

•
on temporary discussions of civil society visà-vis Third

World societies would best correspond hto t e 19th-century early industrialization period in

Western societies. On this assumption Kh'I ·

(,
I nam 200 I), addresses the developmental context of

civil societies placing both geographic s
· • • •

' paces on an equal footing rooted m the "reorganization of

their societies around the power of the modern State" and defining associated developmental

metrics and standards.

ln Africa in particular, the failure of ?any modern states to materialize has created a situation

where some governments are unable to project influence, capability, or capacity beyond their

immediate geographic (office) spaces. In this context, civil society is usually externally funded

and primarily a service delivery agent. In Africa, civil-society entities tend to be backed by foreign

aid and fill the void that inefficient states leave in meeting the basic needs of their citizenry and

alleviating crippling poverty. In this role, CSOs literally fulfill the function of the state; hence,

becoming an alternative for providing public good.

According to Paulos M. (Z006), this observation goes hand in hand with the prevailing mission of

rnost
•

t· (NGOs) to improve the stunted development-centric needs

non-governmental orgamza ions

of people; e.g., health, education, and welfare.

C'
·1

. t
· the governance equation-what some researchers

,v, society is considered to be a key sec or 10
,

.

co
· Similarly Guillermo O Donnell posits that a

nsider the fifth pillar of open democracy.
'

.

e .

.

1
d vertical accountability because 1t has gone

onsolidated democracy has both honzonta an
.

.

th
the representative

functions of democratic

rough the institutional reforms that improve
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I

¡¡

I

overnance by strengthening political .

.

g
.

.

h
Parties and their r

fragtnentation
m t e Party system enhan

. mkages to social groups, reducing
,

c1ng the autono .

of legislatures
and local governments and

.
.

mous capacity and public accountability
,

mv1gorating civil society.

Steven Friedman (201 O), argues that .

organized civil societ
.

1

" . .

d

gthening democracy be .
Y 1s a too 1or consolidating an

stren cause It encourages th . .

.
.

t 1.
. .

e orgamzat10n and participation of citizens, but

he cautions agams 1m1t1ng that participaf
. .

ion solely to CSOs. Friedman alludes to the pitfall of

assuming that c1t1zens can be represented th h h
. .

roug t e civil-society paradigm only. Acknowledging
the benefits of civil society in helping ed ucate and coalesce citizenship and nationalism, Daniel

Hammett (20l4) presents civil society as a Western concept that provides a viable tool for

Africans. He asserts that organizing to promote citizen demands is not necessarily oppositional

toward the state. He frames civil society as a multifaceted tool that can be molded to represent any

heterogeneous society in working with the state or contesting political powers. In this paradigm,

civil society can fall prey to cooptation by the state. But it can also be used to project the value of

heterogeneity and nationalism and to knit together the diverse interests active in public life.

Evidence of this type of CSO was common during transitions between military and civilian

regimes during the turbulent years of the 1980s and 1990s. New civilian authorities often created

unions, truth and commission agencies, anti-graft commissions, and other agencies with the

premise of creating space for civil-state dialogue, action, and development. ln almost all cases,

these agencies are eventually coopted into the patronage stream.

C.
· • 'ti of the state. It can function as an oppositional watchdog

1v1l society can also serve as a pure en e
. . . .

h
. t oint to state actions. While this third perspective

t at slants toward presentmg a coun erp ...

.

·

perspective,
it primarily centers on the capab1ht1es

occas1onally has undertones of the previous .

.
.

d authoritarian construct. ln this context, Stephen N.

and capacity of civil society w1thm the mo em
. .

CSO ·ncluding NGOs, are charged with opposmg
U 996), is among those who argue that s, 1

,, •

d t ining democracy. In this respect, the role of

"undemocratic governments and furthering an sus ª
.

.

H b J

.
.

.

1 ft b the state. Studies by Naomi C., ar eson .

civil · .

d fill' the service void e Y

society 1s beyon I mg h' argument that the primary function

and )
es ectively, promote t is

Bratton M. (1994) and (2003 r P
. 990s these analysts look beyond the role of

ofc
. . mostly m the I ,

SOs is to drive change. Wntmg
th ritarian rule. They contend that civil

civ1·1
.

.
sitions from au 0

society durmg the immediate tran
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·etY
is charged with not settling?

soei
.

,or
half-formed

rthest extent possible from a grass democracies but th
fa roots level to

' ra er, with pushing to the
-

a mature, full ..
Y oppositional party system.

As previously
mentioned, theorists such as

.

I

.
.

Montesquieu advoc ted . .

10 counter tyranmca authontar1an dictu
ª that c1v1l society was necessary

ms. As a counte .

considers
the prevalence of nondemocrat' .

.

rpomt, writing in 2003, Howard Wiarda
ic regimes m sub-Sah .

so "limit, co-opt, weaken, or destroy all .

.1
.

aran Africa and how those regimes
c1v1 society groups that h

He presents a fairly gloomy picture f
. .

.

t ey cannot themselves control."
0 c1v1l society's abT .

d argues that the form of ·

.1
.

1 ity to make gams on behalf of citizens
an civ1 society that eme

.

rges under authoritarian regimes is one of

"corporatism" or state-owned civil society.

The concept of civil society is not new in N' ·

¡·
• .

igena po ttlcal lexicon, a lot of scholars, social, political

and economic has written so much about it and its perceived role.

Mutan (2003), sees civil society as a wide range of association and other organized collections

capable of articulating the interest of their members, molding and constraining state power.

According to him, their demand provides input for the democratic political process which at times

is aggregated by political parties. Their approval or disapproved of what goes on in government

contributes to accountability. He further postulates that a count which is well endowed in this

respect is well positioned to democracy and ensuring good governance. It is in this same vain that

a weak civi I society is often used and explained as the failure of democratization.

Gold (1999)
•

·t
·

t ''whole range of socially groups that seeks to operate
,

sees c1v1 soc1e y as a

1nde d f d h mun'ist party" such as private business enterprises, labor
pen ents o the state an t e com

u

·
•

· eligious bodies student organizations, artistic as

nions, trade unions professional association, r
'

·
•

'

.

.
•

·
· are not only independent of the state but as

pubhcat1ons. His interference 1s that civil societies
.

d h. h contrast that of the government. ln order

Interest group they push forward their deman w ic

th 'nterest of the society as a whole, hence, he

Words
¡

·
•

I
I

ss interest or e 1

, t might be for a part1cu ar e a
t' these terms are use inter

dif!i
.

1 oup though, some ,mes,

erentiate civil society from associat,ona gr
.

.

d d than cívil society.

chan 5 eci fie m th elf eman s

geably. Associational groups are more P
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I

I
; . {llond (1995), viewed civil society
• pia

as that real

oeneration,
self-supporting, autonomous fr

m of organize social life that is I

e,· • •
•

om the state
vo untary, self-

hared
rules. Thus, c1v1l society is an int .

and bound by a legal order d f
s

errnediary e t·

an a set o

· d'
·

t fr
·

n tty stand'

state,
it is istmc om society in general .

.
.

mg between the private sphere and
'

m that 1t mvolv ..

blic sphere to express and hold state offi
.

es citizens acting collectivity in the

pu
icials accountable.

,1e lists the characteristics of civil societi ,,
fl

es as ,ollows:

1
An organized civil society serves as a ch k

.

·

ec agamst the f
.

excesses o government, human-rights

violations, and abuse of the rule of law and m 't . .

. . .

om ors the application of constitutional provisions.

2. It increases the part1c1pat1on and the skills of all th
.

.

e various segments of a society and instills a

sense of tolerance, thnft, hard work, moderation and
,

.
.

, compromise among the vanous competing

parties
in the society.

3. It serves as an alternative to political parties and can offer a refuge for those who are shut out

from their rights due to non-membership in given political parties.

4. It serves to enhance the bargaining power of interest groups and provides inclusive mechanisms

for them.

5. It has a role in mitigating the excesses of fundamentalist extremists and maximalists who tend

to have a very narrow view of life, in the context of either/or. It thus also provides other alternatives

for negotiation within a multifaceted society.

Diamond again distinguished further the difference between civil society from other society in

oen ¡ Th' d'
· ·

h. e t ·s basically "interest" it is defined interest that makes member

e era . 1s 1stmgu1s mg ,ac or 1

'

t ¡¡
• .

¡·

•

th Is aims and objectives. This interest in some cases runs

o act co ect1vely m actua 1zmg e goa ,

l.
•

b I on the other hand among ciYil society group, they do

courage to government (state) po 1c1es, u

try to find a common ground to act.

· He further describes functions of civil

ln doing this. Diamond says they exchange informatJOn.
. . .

·
.

d' the basis for the 1Jm1tat1onof state power.

societ1
.

h includes provi mg
.

m a democracy setup, t ese
.

• late aa;rregate and present their

It f l't' cal parties
to art1cu • == -

is supposed to supplement the role O P0 1
1

interest.



bare (2000), conceptualized civil . •·

oye Y
'

. . society as cons. .

vernment
group s act1v1ty organized to p

.

Ist111g basically of non-state and non-
go .

.

ursue definite .

h 05tively
hst some of them m the Nia •

issue and interests; he went on to
=

ei a
. . .

..ena context. The .

= .

1
and ethntc assoc1ations, the variou

Y include the following among other
tnba

s non-
government

erous occupational practices such as h .

groups, professional interest group of
num P armac1sts nurse d d

.

•

tors journalists, youth and stud
' s, an entist, media practitioners,

propne
, ent groups chur h

.

t· s human rights d . .

' e es, mosques and related ecclesiastical
organiza

ton , an c1v1l society l'b .
.

. . .

1 ert1es bodies groups, the environment
, nvironmentahst)

and s1mllar nature oriented ad
\C

• •
•

vocacy groups, organization for the preservation
d advancement of trad1t10nal institutions d

1an an va ues, labor and trade union market associations,
, ers and gender-based groups even mTt t d

•
. . •

,arm ' 1 I an an v10lence-prone association m his view

constitute part of civil society in Nigeria. He like the others, made a distinction between civil

society groups which are democratic inclined and focused, and those which are not so inclined and

motivated. This is because there are some civil society groups that are legally registered and many

others which operated openly without legal accreditation, and are outside the law and norms of

snciety. Looking at the pluralistic and complexity of Nigeria as a society. The activism of civil

society as a collectivity of new social formations has to grapple with the pluralism of the Nigeria

corporate society.

Therefore, Oyeybare (2000), concluded that the full value of civil society in relations to
t?e

I 'f
·

·1 ociety has time to grow and develop and 1s

sustenance of democracy can be related on Y I civi 5

able to transcend its own contradiction.

. ore interest in what differentiates a civil
Cchendu (2000) in his analysis of civil society was m

. f
..

1,

.
.

·¡s modern expresswn the concept o c1v1

s

·
•

t te to him, m 1

ociety from the political society or s ª '

. ent to pre-political and extra
, . relationship of governm

society aids the understanding of their
. .

1

and the consequences that flow
. . ce t of poht1ca space

.

Political associations it addresses the con P
bl' e sphere can be distinguished

\In
.

.

'

• • . state. The idea that a pu J

•

en ll 1s differentiated as 1t 1s m modern
. h has important roles to plays m

fro . . .exist in a policy eac
. . .

Ill a civil society and that while both co
t I to the concept of clVll society.

r
s which are cen ra

.

p

ornoting the welfare of individual and group
, W tern Europe and North Amenca and

l'h
11

evolved m es

ese ideas in his views had only gradua y
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?ot bellll fülly integrated into th·

·

.

have
"

·

e Political. e

d of civil society rooted in th .
• .

ulture ?
¡he

hell
e notion of"natund

He walt further to stress that
law".

Th
central hypothesis been that man

.

e
•

is not by nature ordered

himself
toward society, promoted by self-int

towards society rather he orders

.

.

erest. These could

by
the social contact theonsts Thomas Hobb

be seen from the view expressed

.
.

es, John Locks and

2000). Despite the divergent views ofth h

Jeais Jacques Rousseau (Uchendu,
ese se alars as to the o

..

can be noted that the desire of man to I'
ngm of the state, a common ground

tve a much more organized life wh

b much more assured gravitate th
ere the common goal can

e
em towards r h'eac mg agreement to ensure this.

Thus, the philosophical state emerged. Strauss(! 972) b .1d.
. .

.

,
UI mg on this. remmds us that the "desire

of self-preservation is a passion, a powerful passion that k
·

If
· · • ·

ma es ttse the basts of c1v1I society". In

other words, Strauss makes natural law a sufficient basis for all rights and duties in society and

derives man's civil duties from the right of self-preservation.

¦

!

Civil society therefore, refers to the space for collective action around shared interests, purposes

and values, generally distinct from government and commercial ti.,r-pr0Iit actors. Civil society

includes charities, development NGOs, community groups, women·; 0rganizations, faith-based

organizations. professional associations, trade unions, social movements. coalitions and advocacy

groups. However civil society is not homogeneous and the boundaries t-etween civil society and

govcrnmc11t or civil society and commercial actors can be blurred. There is certainly no one 'civil

soci?tv' vi"\" d
·

·¡
·

t t rs need to contend with similar issues ,,frepresentativeness and

.
, ,, an c1v1 soc1e yac o

legitinri, h
.

h
entatives and advocates. Despite its complexity and

, cy as t ose of ot er repres

hetcr ,

• .
. f

.

•¡ 1·ety voices is essential t,' gi,·e expression to the

ngcnc1ty, the 111clus1on o c1v1 soc

inar, 1-
h rd Civil societv actürs ,:r. e:u'iance the participation

?111ª 11cd and those who often are not ea ·

·

of e, .

. d in policy decision-m.iking.
\

111111t1nllies in the provision of services an

ln· .
.

1
As such it is t,._,¡h J f0nn 0i rule and a model

Its siniplest form democracy is rule by the peop e.
. .

.

of . .

. I/ethnic integrattc1n .mJ ,:,:,,nom1c development.

P011t1cal
. .

h I towards nat1ona . . .
.

-\ ·

organization c anne dures for exen:ising ;1.'ld ltmitmg the exercise

. , a forn f .
. h isrns and proce

,

1 o rule 1t consists ofmec an
del of politi,:.il ,,rg.anization. it contains a

o¡ P0\\ .
.

.

d texts. As a mo
er 1n historically determine con
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of core principles that place Val
,0011,er . • •

. ue on human life and d' .

oistns for their reahzat1on as a united ignity and in rnany éltsê . ets
• p1ecba

group (Kuna, 2005) A .

.

. .. s s

. of power
and a model of politics that in narr

· s such, democracy reprefents a

ror01
ow terms confers on c'ti

1•1ücal decisions by majority rule
1 zens the right to directly

ia1<e po
•

¡¡owever,
Schumpeter, ( 1967) posits that the democratic method is that institut' I1ona arrangement

which
realizes the

c?mm?n
good by making the people themselves decide who are to assemble in

d to carry out its will. And this gene r t' f
or er ra iza ion o the term has prompted imam (1991) to

conceptualize democracy as the people's right to participate fully in the discussions and decision

00 the issues that affect them and take control over their lives. This right may however be very

ditlicult to be claimed in today's Nigerian democratic environment because the right to participate

fully in decisions is contradictory with the right to be involved in the democratic process that

brought the governance itself. This means that the choices of the masses are not truly the

representation of the people at the government. The practice of democracy as mentioned earlier in

Nigeria today, is supposed to be in line with the view point ofEnemuo (1999) who sees democracy

ilS a system of government referring to political situation that is characterized by qualities of

liberty, freedom of speech and freedom of action.

Nigeria's brand of democratic governance is like what Diamond (2002) refers to as electoral

authoritarianism i.e. a 'pseudo democracy' in which political pluralism has not been completely

closed off, rather, multiple parties are allowed to contest elections that are held at regular

. .
.

d d'd t are not allowed full freedom
constitutional intervals but in which oppos1t1on parties an can 1 ª es

.

F I democratic institutions like multiparty
to

campaign and given a fair chance to Will, orma
.

d sometimes soften the reality of

elections and parliament exists precisely to obscure an
. . . .

a
na true form of rule, they are a leg1t1m1z111g

Ulhoritarian domination (Diamond, 2002). Rather thª
•t nd the

fa . from the international communi Y ª

Çades with which to purchase some acceptance
b f generic problems

dom
. . .

. f the ethnic groups. A num er o

estic constituency and internal division °
.

. N'
. The most urgent and

0bstr d national unity ill igena.
uct the consolidation of democracy an

f the rule of law. No greater

Perva
.

f ency in the decay o

sive problem is the weakness and requ
.

.
. that supposed to encourage

Ptoble . .
. .

I leaders and mst1tut1ons
Ill alienates citizens from their pohtica . •¡ and economic development

%tion
. .

.

I
stability, national uni y

al
integration and undermines pohtica
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s endemic corruption on the Part f
t\lali

gros o
goverrunent and ..

.

Is up and down the bureaucratic hierar h
political party leaders, judges and

¡f¡c1a e Y, The more d
,0

likely it is to be accompanied b
en emic the problem of corruption,I t1te

more y other serious d fi
.

,

. drug trafficking, criminal v· ¡

e ic,enc1es in the rule of law like,.
ugghng, io ence, personar t'sill

d s in national inte t'
tza ion of power human rights abuses, and

. tereste nes gra ion. Democracdistn
.

•
Y goes beyond elections, hence, the people

Id be seen to be involved m the decision makiihoU ng process of government.

·

the term "the common people" d •

Another
1s

emocracy 1s class recognizing terms, and the term the

people
refers to the common people as distinguished from kings and so on. Equality too should be

noted.
The equality of rights and privileges (political, social and legal) among citizens is crucial

or the true definition of democracy to have a genuine democracy, there must be first and foremost

areal equality of citizenship.

ffl

'.Ii]
r¡
Ii
i'i

Urofsky (2006), noted eleven ( 11) root principles of democratic government, these are:-

1.
Constitution

2. Democratic election

3. Federalism

4. Rule of law

i. An independent judiciary
6. Power of the president
l. Roles of civil society group
8. Roles of a free media

9. Public right to knowledge
10.

IL

Protecting minority right

Civilian control of the military
.

. ble existence of civil
that an md1spensa

B ill quickly
note

.
,

.

role to ensure that all
iSed on the above postulations

one w
. This is because it s their

so,¡
. ocratlC state.

ety 1s a precursor to a truly dem
th01

. chievable.e

PTJnciples of democracy areª
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0 space
for civil society º?

....?? r?4
f11 t

•

th
, •lfi......:....

(her coun nes, ere 1s little O .

-• IS Qne of. . .
..

111e

o
r no?. .

. its greatest ros .

.

.

.

sO

? rrnation ofnon-govemmenta1organ· •

. . 1llill lie eMt soei ty

P

.

pects. Unhke m

¡Ile
O

• •
12ationsor •

.

e to organize itselfthrough

1
0 little or no restncttons on hot.1:_

Civil
SOOtetyorgan,

.

are
as

. •

"1118 of Pllblic llleeti
•zallons or coalitions. There

_
"1 statutes that enhance c1v1l society en

ngs. Additionally th
1

rece,, •
gagellleQtor .

.
.

, ere are a so some

.

the country. For mstance, prior to th
P&rtic1pation in the anti-conupt' d

1n
•

e enactment of .

ion crusa e

dgetarY
process m the country was non- . .

the Fiscal Responsibility Act 2007, the
bU

• •
Part1c1patory and .

,
1 public

monitoring of budget irnplernentaf
secretive. There were no mechanisms

io
ion. ln the absenc f

the Fiscal Responsibility Act mad rad'

e O ª general access to information
law,

e 1cal p
· ·

rov1S1ons for access t
·

f.
• ·

h

h budget process Section 48 (I) .

0 m ormat1on wit regard

to t
e

· provides that th F
. .

e ederal Government shall ensure that the

fiscal and financial affairs are conducted in a Iran
.

. .

sparent manner and accordingly ensure full and

timely disclosure and wide publication of all transacti d d
.. . . .

ons an ec1s10ns mvolvmg public revenues

and expenditures and their implications for its finances (IJADS 2017).

The Fiscal Responsibility Act is also innovative in that it empowers Nigerians to enforce the

rrovisions of the Act through appropriate judicial orders. By section 51 of the Act, every Nigerian

;hall have the legal capacity to enforce the provisions of the Act by obtaining prerogative orders

,r other remedies at the Federal High Court, ,..,;thout having to show any special or particular

interest. This provision is significant in overcoming the usual problem posed by the doctrine of

!êeus standi in the enforcement of public laws. However, one of the limitations of the Fiscal

Respons'b'l't A
•

th
•

• fthe "act that Nigeria is a federation, its provisions do not to a

1 1 1 y ct 1s at, m view o "

:31ge extent apply to State and Local Governments (UADS 2º 17)-

''E..• MPIRICAL LITERA TURES

.

. d ut when they are subjected to the

., ilJD·
• • better fash1one o

,t cases critical po ]icy dec1s10ns are
Th

.

ssues like the power exercised

•1,ibl . .

. .
.

s (John,
2012). us, I

•

e of c1v1l society debates and cnt1c1sm
. bl' alicies are subJected, debates

,,
ih

.
.

.

ms to which pu ic p

.
e electorate via the ballot box, cnt1c1s

cademicians, public opinions, have

'<.,.i•ct
. camments by a

h
. ' out by individuals and organiz.ations, f

.

·1 society is to limit and control t e

ti, ic role o c1v1

,:nents of eso .

tl Th first and most bas
.

.

g and authoritative state. But

,·.
m uence. e we1I-funct1onm

·'-er of h
cv needs a

t e state. Of course, any democra •
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countrY
is emerging frorn d? ..

. .

.

-

e?t:rand restrain the power of political t diotat.Qrslrlp, it á:lso needs t ti
ºº'

'

· -l'J·? etft,
0 md ways to check

· g"'te officials.

'

. ·a has ratified both the United N f
·

¡,¡,gen •

a 10ns Conventi .
.

f ·can
Union Convention Against Corrupt'

on Against Corruption (UNCAC) and the

? rt
• • •

ton. These internar . .

¡,¡·
ería to ensure the part1c1pat10n of civil so

.
.

tonal treaties impose obligation on

,g.
1

5 provides·

ctety in the fight again5t corruption. The UNCAC in

Af(IC
e ,

'

'

L.

,.
"Each state party shall, in accordance with the fu d

- . .

n amental principles of its legal system, develop

and implement or mamtam effective, coordinat d
. . ..

.
.

e ant1-corrupt1on poltc1es that promote the

Participation
of society and reflect the principles of the 1 fl

.

rue o aw, proper management ofpubltc

aftàirs and public property, integrity, transparency and accountability".

TI1e UNCAC, in Article 13, provides for; "the engagement of civil society in the anti-corruption

programme". Section 22 of the 1999 constitution provides; "The press, radio, television and other

agencies of the mass media shall at all times be free to uphold the fundamental objectives contained

in this Chapter and uphold the responsibility and accountability of the Government to the people".

CSOs have played vital roles in the enthronement of democracy as well as, the consolidation of

democracy in Nigeria. Many of these groups like Campaign for Democracy (CD), Centre for

Democracy and Development (CDD), Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CDHR) and

C' ·¡ L.

· trumental in the restoration of civil rule. It would, be

1v1 1berties Organizations (CLO) were ms . .

· ·th the Nigeria Labor Congress, which 1s

recalled, that between 1993 and ! 999, in collaboration wt
.

? ght the Nigerian military to a standstill. They

another civil society organization, these groups
ou

h h

. d' strikes and protest mare es across t e

mobilized d k r, r civil d1sobe ience,
stu ents and wor ers O

•

1
k few were able to make

tou
. d maimed while some uc Y

ntry. Many in their ranks were killed an
2007. Omode and Bakare, 2014).

1ooct
. e· ·1 Society Index, •

the1r escape into exile (CIVJCUS
¡Vt

2007) attempted to insert an elongation

f.x.pr . , d
. ·stration (1999- .

es1dentOlusegun Obasanjo s a mint . fiice However, protest against the

tlause
.

. tinuous stay m o .

.
.

in the constitution to ensure his con
.

·¡ S ciety Coalition against Third Term

lenure .

. the National
C1v1 o

elongation bid was champ10ned by
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ff) steered by Bamidele Aturu Wh
ACP.

0
challen&ed Pr

i?
·s immoral, corrupt, divisive, insult'

esident Obasanio that th "th' d

nda
1

·

1ng, an evid .

. , e 1r term

i!e_•a•I uncertainty
and, of course, it is

Unconstituu·

ence of failure, capable of creating a

= ,1111.,.. .
.

onal. ..
"

(S I'
= I"

·etY organizations that participated
.

th'
a ,u and Mohammed, 2007). Other

¡vil
soei

.

Ih is protest are· p
'

anization, Catholic Bishops' Cohfi
' eoples Problems and Solutions

-ypS)
org erence of Ni eria . . .

1

former governor and factional cha'
g ªnd individuals like Prof. Wole

)Ojinka,
irrnan of the Alliance for D . . .

P f Ropo Sekoni Dr Joseph 01 d k
emocracy (AD), eh1ef8Is1

.\I. nde,
ro .

' a o un, Solom OI
.

a

d d Bakare 2014)
on ufelo and Adeola Odusanya among

(orne
e an ,

?her

,1decision
by the Nigerian government to halt a hefty fuel subsidy on January I, 2012 prompted

one of the largest ªnd moSt coordinated protests in Nigeria's history. Activists líke Femi Falana,

Olisa Agbakoba, Festus Okoye and several others resoundingly rejected the action (Jibunoh,

:012). ln addition to these are various other protests led by various esos in Lagos, Kaduna, Abuja,

Kaduna, Kano and other parts of the country. Some of these protesters were mobilized by a group

bio11? as Nigeria Unite Against Subsidy Removal led by Dino Melaye (current Senator, APC

Kogi State), who was later arrested.

One of the unforgettable efforts of the CSOs in the consolidation of Nigeria's democracy was the

,

.

U
· Electoral Reform Committee (ERC)

unflinching support they gave to the Justice wais
. y

,

d esos submitted tones of memoranda

i:,augurated on August 28, 2007 by late President ar ª ua.

,.

.

.
. break the chain of her electoral debacle.

vthe ERC offering suggest10ns on how N1gena can

drawn from the civi I society groups. They

1ndeed, significant number of the 22 member ERC was
h

. elections as well as charted t e way

I,¡ d
, f N'

·

's previous
'pe 1n analyzing the challenges O igena

.
. esos were there in good

tnv . .
. al reform public heanngs,

ard. During the const1tut10nal and elector
k for elections that Nigeria

::mb
.

d a better legal framewor
·

ers to present memoranda. This le to
.

1
•n ensuring the credibility of

,ine I
ed a promment

ro e I

ntly has (Ojo, 20 \I). In addition, esos P ay
.

5 voter education using both

::,tw·
. embarked on vigorou

ide]y acclaimed 2011 elections. F1rSt, they esos deployed
thousands of

,,,
. sorne other

'ttaf ·
· mpaigns. 2014)

nional and social media for their ca
(Omede and Bakare, ·

:\s,rv h lectora! process • k G' Is in the

'

.

ers to follow through and report on t e e

dia protest
over Chibo ir

·,a:1ona1
rx1ANS) led a rne

.

•

n of Yobe State

,. Association of Nigerian Students\" . with National Umo

··<r ,,. . 11aborat1on
<v]4 ft e líl co

ª er a stakeholder's conferenc
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dents
in Damaturu. The A?ademic Staff .

Stu .
.

.

Union ofll-.......__

k'"ork of Civil Society Organisati'
......__., Sdlool T¡-..,__ • .. __ ..,_ . .,._._

?e•"
ons, een-- -

._...... .. m .......... -

h
.

.. ...... brtbnnati

.

n of po\ytec mes and many oth
on Tedlllolnov Academic

??""

\)nlO

er esos and NGOs
....., , ........

bducted
Chibok Girls. Africa Arise for Ch

expresses their grievance over lhe

a

ange, another eso

.,•,ory over the rescue of one of the Ch'bok .

• ? appeciation to lhe

!lll 1..-
1 girls and ¡ca ls for Nigerians to be optimistic (AAC

??

.

p_ecentlY,
a similar removal of fuel subsidy b p "d

.

. .

Y rest ent Buhan was welcomed -,.ith a ven· scarce

protest,
although the Ntgena Labour Congress (NLC) h

.
.

•

. .

as been upnght about 1t. The protest was

rare due to the hope maJonty has on the current ad
· • .

.

mm1stra11on compared to the past administration.

ln fact, some CSOs hke stand Up Nigeria (SUN) led by Comrade Philip Agbese announce their

total support of it with activists like Dino Melaye 1·n attendanc .. ,.
· the

e. ""º proto:,,<CU against same

issue last administration (lkenna, 2016).

Another CSO, The Centre for Social Justice, Equity and Transparency (CESJET) commended the

Federal Government's decision to remove fuel subsidy, emphasizing that it \\ill put a lasting end

to the incessant fuel crises in the country. CESJET frowned at the continuation of s?ing o,er 1

Trillion Naira by the government over fuel subsidy (lkenna. 2016). :-O lore so. The Coalition of Civil

Society Against Corrupt Persons in Nigeria has berated ?igeria Labc:r Congress o,er protestS

against removal of subsidy, saying it shows they are out of tune ,,ith the thinking and yearnings

ofNigerians, their President, Linus Ejiogo said (Jkenna, 2016).

I
ii Two different groups stormed the National Assembly recently to demand an end te 0ngcing budget

impasse. The protesters said the standoff between federal Ja\\makers and the executive was puning

thecountr ,

. h Id The first group identified themsel,es as ?igerians lnited

Y s economic progress on o .

for Pro
.

d by Solomon Adodo and the vther gr0UP Citizens

gresstve Change (NUPC) was convene

United for Peace and Stability (CUPS) was convened by Bunmi Awoyemi ¡Ogundipe. ::0161.

Cso
ts or izations to beecme rn,cre nurnercus.

5 can therefore foster and support grassroo
gan . .

. .

.

.

si2eab1
.

sroots cont.aets enable CSOs 10 prc•".X .:nucal

e, resourceful and self-reliant. Also, gras 17

· he
-

inform
.

, .b te to earlv warning s?stem>-
?? i, t c0?1

ation on potential crisis and thus contri u
•
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ffective
argument. Typically, CSOs .....

e

require less finan
.

therefore
are more cost effective, an attri.b.

.
.

c1al inputs than government agencies and

. eso
Ute that is imp rt

.

r\d countries. s can be more re
O ant m financially constrained third

,¡¡o
sourceful and

·

.

(he identification and resolution of d I

innovative as they involve local communities

Ul

eve opment prob\
.

sustainable,
and more compatible with co .

ems which are more cost effective, rnore

mmumty values and norms.

.-
1

.!).·:.:-?-?\/-..

Civil society encompasses the expertise d

.

1
d"

.

an networks needed to address issues of common

concern, inc u mg corruption. Most of the
. .

corruption m a society involves two principal actors

the government
and the private sector e· ·¡

. . .

'

• IV! society 1s typically the major victim. As power

devolves from the centre to local authorit'
• .

ies, opportumt1es for corruption shift downwards towards

new actors who are in more direct contact with civil society. This means that the ability of civil

society to monitor, detect and reverse the activities of the public officials in their midst is enhanced

by proximity and familiarity with local issues. Indeed, this may be the training ground needed to

gain
the experience and confidence necessary for action at the national level. It is also important

to note that civil society can be a part of the solution or a part of the problem. This is because in

normal situations, every society gets the type of government it deserves. The attitude of civil

society to corruption may also influence the attitude of government officials and the private sector

to it. The converse is also true. Sometimes, if government
does not respond to public concerns,

civil society can, and will, organize to defend its essential interest. The real role of civil society

must be to claim and defend its own core values, and not leave this integral function to those in

power (Ninamani, 2016).

2.3 THEORETICAL FREMEWORK

T
·

"d f liberal theory of civil society in order to undertake a

his research work will employ the I ea O
•

.
.

· •

.

·

s and inactions, their relat10nsh1ps as well as the

critical study of the civil societies, their action .
.

.

.

d ustenance of democracy m Nigeria. Therefore, on

influences they have in the development
an s

.

.

dopted as a framework theory of analysis.

the course of this research work, liberal theory isª

I • of civil society is highly imperative in a

Libe . .
. Ids that the existence

ral theory of c1v1l society ho litY tolerance, accountability and progress.

dem
.

. tes freedom, equa '

ocrat1c society because it promo .
.

e qua non to democracy. As a political

Libe .

. ideology
and is sm

rahsm is a negation to autocratic

30



·de0lo&Y•
liberalism espo.uses citizet1:'s . . ··• .

1

?otnof ·
•

•· ..
,

(fadal<lnte
2º 13) ·

IISSop1at,on, expression, thought among others

'fo the liberals, civil society is crucial in an .

.

y democratic natio . .

because
1t promotes unrestricted freedom

n, especially ma multi-ethnic society

.
.

, tolerance, and .

. .

• .,0ciation which 1s germane for b '\d' .

equity, freedom of expression and

..,.,
UI mg a VIOient t1 .

•

·delines and legal provisions r,

ree democratic society. By providing

gu1

or openness and fre ..

Wered to participate in g

edom, citizens are better informed and

empo
ovemance. The survi ¡

,

d

va of these hberal tenets inhibits the emergence

of dictators an attenuates democratic culture w· .

.

· 1thm the above perspectives, civil society stands

as an alternative way to aggregating social r
·

• po 1tical and economic forces outside the state which

help to monitor, observer and gauge govern ¡·
•

ment po 1c1es and programs on the citizens and to

articulate the views and interests of people outside the arena of ¡·1· ¡ 'd t h t

·

po 1 1ca com or o t e govemmen .

Liberalism which emerged with the fall of feudalism and the triumph of capitalism is

contemporarily been advance guarded by liberal institutions like the United Nations Organizations,

(UNO), International Monetary Fund, (IMF), World Bank(WB) African Union, (AU) among

others. These agencies believe that the existence of civil society helps to deepen democracy by

promoting accountability, transparency and prudence in governance. In fact, western donor

organizations like IMF and WB have made the establishment and promotion of virile civil society

as a prerequisite for granting foreign development assistance to developing countries of Africa and

Asia.
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RESEACBME. 'I'IIO])OLOGY

3•0 {ÑTRODUCTION

N[ethodology
is defined as a series ofch .

01ces: choices abo .

choices
about how to analyze the info .

ut what information and data to gather,

rmation and data th t

hoices. It is also defined as a syste f
a you gather and other methodological

e

ma ic way to solve a bl
.

'
.

arch is to be carried out E
.

II

pro em. It is a science' of studying how

rese
• ssent1a y, the proced b

.

'b' 1

. .

ures Y which researchers go about their work

of descri mg, exp ammg and predicting hP enomena are called research methodology (Kothari,

2012). The research strategy used in a co d t d
.

n uc e study 1s usually shaped by the research method.

The research method is generally chosen with the research
·

d b'
· ·

·

daims an o aectives m mm .

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN

The study adopts a combination of historical design and qualitative method of analysis. These

obviously requires the reliance on secondary data for analysis. The justification for choosing the

historical design was informed by the need to interpret past trends of events or facts in order to

gain clearer perspective of the present happenings in the democratic setting. Moreover, historical

records and textual information is required for secondary data analysis.

3.2 POPULATION AND SAMPLE SIZE

This research study was conducted in Nigeria between 1999 to 2015. The sampled population were

drawn f h
,

.
.

. th t e 1·n existence during the period stated and the historical

rom t e c1v1l societies a wer

an ¡

· .
.

.
.

• th sustenance ofNigerian democracy. Secondary sources

a ys1s ofthe1r act10ns and macuons m e

of .

.
. h work in answering the research questions and other

gathering data is employed m this researc .

I

I
is and critical review of both hard and soft copy

re evant analysis. This is based on content ana ys

of
.

azines and textbooks etc.

related materials, literatures, Journals,
mag
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3 ¡vl:E'fllOD
OF DATA COLLI.e

:J.

TION

<1'\,e studY adopted a secondary 80
I"

\ll'ce of data

. ais, magazines, textbook
COliCtJtion through h

.

¡ourn

s, government h'

t e review of Literature from

A d
. .

W1tep

"'ªterials.
s a escnpttve research it e I

apers, unpublished works and Int t

"'
' mp oys ah' .

eme

contribution
of CSOs to the democratizat'

1stor1cal style in looking at the evolution and

ion process in Ni ,

study
adopted content analysis as a meth d. ,

gena, especially from 1999-2015. The

.
.

o m analyzing the d t

analysis
technique 1s to ascertain wheth

ª ªcollected.The adoption of content

er data from doeu

raised by the research.
mentary sources support the questions

?I
I

3.4 RESEARCH INSTRUMENT

The research instrument used for this stud w d
. . .

Y as ocument analysis. This instrument was designed

to obtain secondary data from the sampl d I
·

e popu ahon based on the objectives and research

questions of the study.

3.5 METHOD OF DATA ANALYSIS

Collection and analysis of documents has been the most important part of this research process.

This research study has a broader understanding, particularly of the selected research questions,

especially in regards to contextual factors relevant for CS0s in Nigeria. Most of the data used for

this analysis is documents derived from secondary sources. As pointed out by Bryman, such

information can be very important for researchers conducting case studies of organizations and

using methods such as participant observation or qualitative
interviews (Bryman, 2008). Analyzed

documents include textbooks, joumals, reports, research papers, master thesis presentations
etc.
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PRESENTATION
CBAPTEa FOUR
ANDANA

,ot\llTRODUCTION

.

LUSIS OF THE FIN
•·

DINGS

There
is acute paucity of literature es .

· • .

' pecial\y quantita ·

development
of clVII society organization in N' . .tive

and statistical data on the growth and

. d t
.

d 'fy

igena smce ind

atternpt
is ma e o 1 ent1 and chronicle th .

ependence. However, in this study,

.

t' d I
.

e maJor changes d
. .. .

. .

organiza
ions eve opment m various I'

.

an contmu1t1es m c!Vll society

.

po 1t1ca\ phases ofN' . .

research
work bnefly reflected on civil .

.

igenan history. As a result of this, this

society durmg the col
.

I

successive post-independence civilian an
. .

oma era and focused more on how

d military administrat' d
·

, •

P10grams
impinged on civil 80

•
•

10º an regimes pohc1es and

c1ety orgamzations d
.

.

an interrogated the commitments of civil

society to the sustenance of democracy pea b 'Id'
'

ce ui mg and national development.

4.1 EVOLUTION OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN NIGERIA

The emergence of civil society part' I I

·

h d
·

·

1cu ar y mt e emocratlc process 1s a twentieth century

social phenomenon in Nigeria. Although some scholars have argued that civil society existed in

pre-colonial Nigeria, it remains unknown how and what roles they played in precolonial

development especially with regards to slavery and traditional dictatorship. According to Rodney,

European colonialism was a watershed in the annals of African history. It provided vent that gave

fillip to the growth of social consciousness among Africans which in tum culminated to the

formation of associational groups that served as watchdog to the colonial government (Aiyede

2003). However, according to Ikelegbe (2013), during the colonial epoch in Nigeria, associational

groups like the Nigerian Student Association (NAN), Egbe Omo Oduduwa,Jamatu Arewa, Nigeria

Trade and Labour Unions, Tin Miners Association of Nigeria, Association of Nigerian Coal

Worker M ¡· Ch
.

•

(F ·th based) organizations
helped to stimulated and galvanize

s, us 1m and nsttan at

calle t' e
. d

. ? civil society in Nigeria. He further surmised that, with

e ive ,orce that \aid the foun atwn 1or

col
· .

od
• and attendant social dislocations provided a new

omahsm new social exchange m ernism

plat'

'

.' . h' h catalyzed
the formation of communal, traditional,

,orm of consciousness and ag1tat1on
w ic .

.

.
.

c
l

t and decolomzat1on period 1s regarded as the

u tura! and other rou s The nationa\ÍSt
rnovemen .

.

. .

·
·

·

g p ·
· of independence

to Nigeria by Great Bntam

in1ttal gold
.

.

.

ty With the granting
en age of c1v1l sacie t d as expected of any democratic

on th

Htical leaders attemP e ,

e 1st October J 960, the emergent po fe culture by providing
a virile space for

state

nt of demacra
1

'to deepen the growth and developrne

ii
ii
•
I

i
•
-
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. ,,1stence of civil society oroa,.· .

·

1....
· .,...,tzations but

d by Military interventio ·
.

tbe efforts of th .

1lle

nm
N1gerianp·t·

.
.

e poat-mdependent leaders were
o 1t1cs in 1966

• (Ikelegbe 2013).

us
from 1966 to 1979, Nigeria was

I
'

under successiv ..

.

tatorial
and anti-civil society. Although

e military regimes that were highly

·

very few existed d
· •

d confrontational despite military ¡ t'
.

.

unng this era, they were very vocal

n 1m1dat1on With

.

· tions many local civil .

· support from international civil society

ge.n1za
, society organization

• . .

. .

1
M b f

..
1

.

s m Nigeria began to agitate for the return to

·

yihan ru e. em ers o c1v1 society groups
.

.
.

organized mass campaigns and encouraged strike

tions. With their support, the then militar h d

.

.

Y ea of state, General Olusegun Obasanjo, returned

?igena to a democratic government following the election of Alhaji Shehu Shagari as President

ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria in late 1979 (lkelegbe 2001). Sahagari's administration also

known as the Second Republic ( 1979-1983) was characterized by the resurgence and proliferation

of civil society organizations. CSO helped to expose some corrupt politicians while others were

engaged
in mass socio-political mobilization. In spite of the success of democratization processes

in Nigeria during President Shehu Shagari's administration, the military in a coup d'état led by

General Muhammad Buhari, again struck on the 31st December 1983 thereby terminating the

second republic.

Buhari hurriedly banned all political parties and associations including public gatherings, jailed

• •

d

·

d ress freedom Unfortunately, Buhari regime

some politicians and human act1v1sts an stymie P
·

h' B Babangidatoppled him in I 985.General

only lasted for less than three years as General !bra im ·

.
. .

.
. th history of civil society movement m Nigeria for

Ibrahim Bangida's regime marked a turning m e .

.

. mbrated. Firstly, the military regime of Ibrahim B.

several reasons which shall be potgnantlY
adu

.

• th h·story of post-colonial
. ilitary regime, ever m e 1

Babangida ( 1985-1993) was the longe St 1ªstmg rn

ti r the growth and development of

N'
.

.

. d
.

mrnense challenge o

' tgena. This unsavory scenario create I

d 11 k'nds of political or public gatherings,

e·
·

b ida banne a 1

IVtl society. Through military fiat, Ba ang
d tes For instance members of the

im
.

.
. civil society a vaca .

'

Pnsoned human rights activists ªnd
.

. ide protest of December 1987 had

Ni
.

I
after their nauonw . .

genan Labour Congress, (NLC) short Y
N' rian Medical Association, (NMA),

m
Members

of the ige .

any of its union leaders imprisoned. .

·¡ threats and attacks. Besides, the regime

A
. UU) faced s1m1 ar

cademic Staff Union of University (AS
the Structural Adjustment Program (SAP) as

ado
·

• o\icieS
of

Ption of the neoliberal economic P

;;;

=
I

I
¦

I
i
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¡11ended
by the International Mon
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etary Fund (IMF) and W
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,.,
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. .
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po O c1V1l society activism as many

ii"".

ro nous economic \'

-,.t<d
to Ih• _.,hm<m ,nd m

.

po "Y· In &et, th< polki" of SA,

cU\tnl

ass1ve unemployment in co
.

•n prices
of basic food items in th 'd

untty coupled with astronomic

rise
I

e m1 st of a dep
·

1 d
•

I
d I 995)

recia e national currency value lLee 2007

and
¡,.butu

u, •

I
I
I
I
I

\
I•
•..
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A5sociation.
Nigerian Navy Officers' w· . .

.

.
. •

ives Associat10n, Nigerian Police Officers Wives

Association.
Pnson olfo.:crs' wives Assoc· t'

. .
.

ia 1º11 and others. Although these associations did help

.

prov1dmg
cconom1c welfare sen,· .

IO
ices to their members, they failed to advocate for

dernocratization.
In collaboration with the A

. .
.

. N f t
ssociation for Better N1gena, (AB ), a ron

organization
fórmcd hy \BB ui lies, they criticized lhe electoral commission and MKO Abiola. the

acclaimed
winner "r thc June 12 1993 presidential election and advocated for the outright

cancellation nfthc ck<.:tion results (Fatton 1995, Osaghae \997, Diamond 1999).

B: 1989. \Wll vocal human rights civil society organizations were formed. These include the

(c•mmittcc for thc I J•?k11·,c "I I I u man Rights (CDI \R) forrPed with the mandate to free political

:: , -?er- ?nd <
1 ·, 1 I I .1f,,,t1 IV;< 1rganization (CLO) saddled" ith the responsibilities of human rights
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))

I;

· _,.,a,..:J u,m,nitmcnh and rubl1c pninounccm,:nts
or Cieneral

, ·

_ r·,• urn the natiun t<1 ci, ii rule. CD] lR and CLO merged lo fr,nn

.·. ,¡, the 1111ssi<>n t,, articulate hnli,tic p,,\itícal agenda that ,,ill

.. ,'. '.'.¡\\end '-,,\I' and te• champi,•n a c,,m,mrn course for all

. :,,,, _r:,c\ 1( u, 1rr,rr.·,n-e\, rr,:,, iJed the r,nal pu,h that k,l w

,.,--,:> [hrahim ffob?;iJa 111 llJY?. H,me,er. the exit ,,t the

r 1:na.t c..1., il ?,--;,_!e?> ?r-:•up::, had clamored fr1r. Thi-; \\a.;,

0_ •.· ·.,:-, r,r-,,.urncd
·,.:r.•1er A the June 12 I'll/> pre,iJenti,11

__ -, , .au:,n;a, (, , c,mment I l'\.G I
headed b, Ch1d' 1.rnc,t

r .-?.> .-..--,ân\ '.'°'.'?
_J.;:'.l"',•::,...:Li(? gr,:1up::- and man: \\t'IH t(1 (\lllr\

:.. =.' - ..
,

. .
,

e;· .. ·,.,:_ "';,·,fa tc,:kral h1,!h c,,uri in I .1,:," th,11

::,.. -;
_:-;_,..:.'.'t...:

·.·':,: ü-1?· m..ir __ :?t',? L'I \b111b -.Jh1u\d ht.:



l¡ucination
of civil society oro:an·· •

bª

· ., •zations arrests
.

and prodemocracy
activists.

'
• Imprisonment and hanging of human rights

During
the military regime of late G .eneral Sam Abach . . .

pemocratic
Coalition, (NADECO)

a, m Nigeria, (1993-1998), the National
was an amalgamation

Prodemocracy
groups that organized m

.

of principal civil society and

assive protests t d
"

ammes during the fourth bl'
0 e,end the democratic transition

progr
repu 1c 1999 (Fatt 19on 95, Osaghae 1997 and Diamond 1999).
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4.2 CATEGORIZATIONOF CIVIL SOCIETY ORG ANIZATIONS IN NIGERIA

Different types of civil society organizations (CSO )
. .

. .

s exist m contemporary N1gena. Although

establishing quantitatively, the exact number of esos 1·n mod N'
· •

d'ffi It d th
·

em 1gena 1s 1 1cu ue to etr

diverse nature and paucity of data. However as lkelegbe ar d ·t
·

t t
·

d
, gue ,

1 1s easy o ca egonze an

dimension the various CSOs in Nigeria using some criteria ( tkelegbe 2013).

lkelegbe categorized CSOs in Nigeria into five. These include; primary or primordial groups,

secondary associations, grass-root organizations, issued based groups and Non-Governmental

Organization. Primary or primordial groups are usually socio-cultural, ethnic, and religious and

ethnic based. Examples of associations within this group are Afenifere, OhanezeNdi lgbo, Arewa

Consultative Forum and !jaw Youth Movement. The era of military dictatorship in Nigeria, they

helped to mobilize its people and take a decision on a given state policy (Ikelegbe 2013).

The secondary or middle level associations are socio-economic, professionally and labour based

groups. Also inclusive in this category are business groups including the organized private sector

assoc1·a1· S 'fi 1

• lude Manufacturer Association of Nigeria (MAN), National

ions. pec1 1c examp es me

Asso
· · . .

d (NANS)
and Women in Nigeria (WIN), Market Women

c1at1on of N1genan Stu ents ,

Asso· • d W men Advancement Forum (WAF). ln addition, the

ciat1on of Nigeria (MW AN), an °
. .

.
.

. .

num
.

. N' ria Medical Association, N1gena Bar Assoc1at1on

erous professional associations hke ige

(NB

•
• Labour Congress (NLC), Academic Staff Union of

A), Trade Union Congress (TUC) Nigeria

\Jn· . . .

.

. f J rnalists (NUJ) also fall under the secondary or

lversities (ASUU) and Nigeria Union ° ou
.

.

11\idd

' Grass-root based esos include Community Based

le level CSOs in Nigeria (lkelegbe
zoi3)-

.
.

(CDA) and Age Grades

0rg
.

1
ment Assoc1at1on

an1zations (CBO), Community Deve op
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ociations.
Ikelegbe also noted

ASS
that al so

.

reation,
development support and

include diverse local as
. .

reC
mutual supp

soctations of survival

?
rnprise

advocacy groups, gend
ort groups. Issue ba ed

'

co
er, Youth

s groups on the other hand
- · Exampl fCS ernpowerm

associattons.
es o Os within th'

ent, environmental d
.

1s
category

groups an nghts

(SWAAN),
Journalist Against Aid (JAAIDS

are; Society for Women and AIDS in Africa
). (lkelegbe 2013).

The most diverse and complex strand of C .
.SOs m Nigeria i th

(NGO)
sector. With over 10,000 in the 19

.

s e Non-Governmental Organization
90s, It has leapfro d

NGOs can be sub-categorized into adv
gge to over 30,000 in the 2000s.

ocacy organizations public

organizations,
social service and Welf: . .

' awareness and communications
are organizations, human ca ital dev I

.

research, humanitarian assistance and peac b "Id"

P e opment, action

.
,

. .
.

.

e ui ing groups. Examples of groups within this arena

111 N1gena include, Academic Associate for peace work, peace and Development Organization

Women Health Research Centre, Environmental R' ht P
. ,

'

1g roJect, Campaign for Democracy and

Human Rights (CDHR). (lkelegbe 2013).

4.3 CIVIL SOCIETYAND DEMOCRATIC SUSTENANCE

Civil society is sine qua non with liberal democracy. As a social force, civil society organizations

have multiplicity of role to play within any democratic society. Gaus-Pash (2005), argued that

ciYil society help to deepen good governance by providing certain basic services which the state

and private sector may be unable to provide. These she identified as advocacy, mass mobilization,

monitoring of state performance and accountability. Aisha further observed virile civil society

promote good democratic governance through public policy and advocacy, regulation and

monitoring of state performance and the action and behavior of public officials and by building

social cap·¡ I d bl"
. .

t 'dentify and articulate their values, beliefs, civic norms, and

1 a an ena mg c1t1zens o 1

democ
•

.

. . . ticular constituencies especially the vulnerable and
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.
.
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.
, te more fully in politics and public affairs, by

Ina ized section of masses, to participa ..

deve\

. f their own and other communities (Gaus-Pash

opment work to improve the wellbeing 0

2004¡,

C .·
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ratic society a1e

? .

iety organizations in a democ
d t' As a third sector, they are critical

0nit01¡
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iculation of
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stªte budgets b .
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y ensuring that such budgets either

(hat the implementation f .

e and gender d T
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O national budg t
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e · he essence of this is to also
·

h
·

h
·

¡

e is tran

ministries
m w ic capita and recurrent expend'

sparent while advocacy to agencies and

b't f I f
itures were b d

= Within
the am 1 0 ru e O law, civil society

.

u geted for are judiciously utilized.

.

organizations a t
.

_ fcorrupt10n by people entrusted with
re O discover and make public, cases

o government authorit .
.

advise government appropriately in bud .

Y tn budget implementation and to also

get designs at the
. . .

dvocacy and monitoring of actions a d b h
.

tmttal stage. Through consistent

a

n e av1or ofpubli ffi
.

I

••

d pen
the growth and consolidaf f

e O tetas, ctvtl society organizations
ee

ton o democratic cult b
. . .

h. h ft ¡

•

ure Y ntppmg m the bud bureaucratic red

tapes
w te o en cu mmate to waste of stat

.

e resources and unscrupulous attitudes of public

officers. Besides, through this means effic' •
.

, tency m democrattc governance is maintained

(Osaghae1997 and Diamond 1999).

Democracy is about equality and eliminationof discriminations irrespective of race, class or ethno-

religious or cultural affiliations. In this perspective, lkelegbe (2007) asserts that civil society

organizations ensure that there are adequate constitutional provisions that promote equity and to

also monitor and advocate for its implementation and practice in a democratic nation. It is expected

that civil society stimulate good democratic governance by promoting equity in all ramifications

especially by reporting cases of discriminations to the public. Furthermore, they help to reform

victims of racial, ethnic or cultural discriminations by rendering instant psychological and socio-

ei.:onomic stop-gap measures. For instance, civil society organizations are critical in protecting

victim of 'd I
k

•

R d 1·n ¡ 994 and in Nigeria during the Nigerian civil war of

genoct a attac s m wan a

l967-l97Q
.

•¡ S
·

ty Organizations helped to provide victims with relief

. In these cases, C1v1 ocie

mat
·

¡

.

.1

• water and medical support among others. In fact,

ena s such as beds food items, tot etnes, '

Le

'

t' policies of reconstruction, reconciliation and

e (2007) posited that post-civil war govemmen
s

.

.
.

reh b'¡•
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.

d t by civil society organ1zat1ons.
ª

1 1tat1on in Nigeria were greatly carne ou
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, 't of unity, trust, love and catnet..... ,

;!'!'tri • •

-? 1!$UaU .
.

. •

.

tY
over a period of time. 'Yassbcu11;ed and b •·it b

So"¡e
ui Y members of a civil

¡des,
members of civil society prov'd .

aes
t e a Virile platfo

nsensus
building and value cum intere t d. .

.

rm for galvanizing group trust through
co s 1str1bution Fuk

P
h have poignantly articulated in the' .

· uyama, Diamond, Bratton and Gaus-
as ,

ir respective studies , .

trol enhance the development of
how assoc1at1onal groups outside state

con common trust, identity and . .
. .

I douse conflicts and eliminate d' . .
.

spmt de corps kmd of attitudes
tha 1scr1mmation and

· • .
.

. . .
lnJUStlce which usually stimulate intra and

inter group hostlhttes and reduce democratic co I'd
.

.nso 1 ahon espec1ally in a pluralistic society.

Human development, economic transformai' d
•

ton, an equitable allocation of public projects to

reflect the national character of the federating units in a pluralt'st·,c d t·
·

t h bemocra 1c soc1e y ave ecome

contentious issues in emerging democracies in Africa and Asia. Piqued by poverty and feeling of

injustice, people in some parts of Nigeria, for instance, had resorted to violence confrontations

often leading to loss of lives and destruction of government projects. Therefore, civil society

organizations provide preemptive cushion that neutralizes tendencies of injustice in the distribution

of national projects like Federal school, National stadia, companies and other state treasures by

advocating and setting parameters for the location of state projects to reflect equity and fairness

especially in the minds of the people of the federating units or constituent groups (Fukuyama 201 I

and Diamond 1999).

!!! Mercy (20 ¡ 2) in her study poignantly identified the interconnecting web between civil society

¦
a d d

.
. t overall development in a civil state. Specifically,

= n emocrat1c sustenance which help to promo e

h

and consolidation of participatory governance
-

5
e averred that civil society enhance the suStenance

.
. .

thr
. cam aign finance monitormg, election tribunal

ough voter education, election observation, ?. . t ·ustice public interest
))]o

· tlict mitigation, access o J ,

nitoring, electoral reform advocacy, con
I

arch and documentation in
t· ?u?ª?

igation, budget tracking, constituency outreac '

1helll r eª tc areas of democracy and governanc
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d'fferent facets of the society and
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tic governance.
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e for good demacra
ational group no doubt represent recip
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e they are ready-made mechan·
cbiiJlg'

tsm for curtaT
of public thrust (Mercy 2012)

1 Ing and monitori .

3buse
· ng executive recklessness and

4 goLE OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE
4,

. SUSTENANc
The

civil society groups have largely b
E OF DEMOCRACYIN NIGERIA

.
. .

een affected by the nat . . . , .

independence.
Accordmg to (C1v1l Societ I d

ure and pohttcs of N1gena since

.

y n ex, 2007) after th . .

of the civil society groups majorly shifted 10
.

'

.

e civil war of 1967-1970, the role

preservmg nation I

•
•

l\abi!itation and reconstruction W'th .

ª umty, nattonal reconciliation,
ii re

•
1 increase

·

-1in o1 revenue emphas. h. ft d t h

development of infrastructures and provision of .
.

' is s I e o t e

. .
. .

social services. From early 1979 up to the end of

the m1htary era, the role of the CIVIi society gro d
-

ups ª apts to modem challenges of managing an
ii

ailing economy through Structural AdJ·ustm 1 pen rogramme (SAP), Rationalization,
•

Nationalization and with the rel f durn o emocracy; Privatization, Poverty alleviation,

_ empowerment etc.

Also, before the advent of the fourth republic, CSOs played vital role in the enthronement and

consolidation of democracy in Nigeria. Many of the groups like Campaign for Democracy,

NADECO, Committee for the Defense of Human Rights (CDHR) and Civil Liberty Organization

were instrumental in the restoration of civil rule in Nigeria. It would be recalled that between 1993

and 1999, in collaboration with the Nigeria Labour Congress, which is another civil society

organization, these groups fought the Nigerian military to a standstill. They mobilized students

and workers for civil disobedience, strikes and protest marches across the country. (CIVICUS

Civil Society Index, 2007).

Fro h h th ole of civil society in the democratization process
mt e foregoing, it can be deduced t at e r

in};¡
. k 2014 include:

· gena according to Omode and Ba are,

1
•

•
• ocratic principles and values.

·

Opposing authoritarian ªnd undem
• th application of human

2
.

1
tandards and advancmg e

·

Establishing human rights lega s

rights norms through high teSt cases.
1
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.
. .

1
form through eg

Promoting legal and Judicia
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Providing legal assistance to
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al litigation.
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6.

1.

8,

9.

10.

11.

Advancing the application of .

.

I International leg I

.

Nigerian aw. ª instruments on human rights in

Working with government and th . .

e1r institutions tothat address the rights of poor d
promote laws, policies and practicesan exclud d" d

·
e communitiesVoters e ucat1on on electoral .

.

·

. .
.

prmc1ples and guidelinesTrammgof election observers a d
.

·

n monitors elect' t ·b
. .

fi d
, ion ri unal momtormg and electoralre orm a vocacy.

Peace building and Conflict miti t' .

. . .

ga ion, promoting access to justice, public interest
ht1gat1on, budget tracking constitu' ency outreaches as well as research and
documentation in thematic areas of democ dracy an governance
The promotion and the defense of the constitution and rule of Jaw.

Thus, the first and most basic role of civil society in any political setting is to limit and control the

power of the state. Of course, any democracy needs a well-functioning and authoritative state. But

11ilen a country is emerging from decades of dictatorship, it also needs to find ways to check,

monitor, and restrain the power of political leaders and state officials. This is why according to

Adele (200 I) the role of civil society groups can be enumerated as follows:

I. They serve as watchdog to check the excess of government and expose, curtail violations

f h
·

h b f the constitution they also exercise control over democratic
o uman rig ts, a use o ,

political institutions.
. .

1 art' in stimulating political participation, increasing
2. They supported the role ofpoht1ca P ,es

. .
.

.

preciations of the obhgat1on of democratic
political efficacy and skills and promottng ap

. . .

. rtant role of political parties stimulatmg
· • • ( g the more 1mpoc1t12ens in a democratic set 111 ,

•

1

.

mplemented by the
. . h more visible ,f such ro e is co

Political participation will be mue
.

1 the case of Nigeria, it has been
. e have in the society. n

Vanous civil society group that w
h arious political parties and profess

.
.

.

skeptical about t e v

observed that an average N 1gena 15

f !fish interest. .

membership of it because o se I

f such democratic attnbutes as

l.
.

. for the development o

.
.

They provide a crucial arena
for opposing v1e\vpomts .

.

e and respect .

tolerance willingness to comprom1s
n the handicappedand representation

4.

'

has wome '

They help traditionally excluded group sue

of their interest.
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They thus widen the political 8

'

5.
.

.

pace by generatin
poht1cal

outlook and tolerance. g ª more expensive and sophisticated

6
Civil society organization helps in th .·

.
. .

.

e recru, ltnent and t
·

·

. .
.

technical admm1strattve skills d
rammg of new poltttcal leaders man normative

transparency, responsiveness and incl .

stªndards of public accountability,
us1veness.

7_
They are important channels

ii
i

of information d' ·
.

. . 1ssemmatton and thus help citizen in
collect1vely pursumg and defending th

· •

eir interests and values.
8 Civil society organization when en a d

.
·

g ge m election monitoring enhances voter's
confidence and affirms credibility b

•

Y exposmg electoral fraud and other undemocratic
activities.

11 Thus, civil society organizations have played vital roles in the enthronement of democracy as well
::

as, the consolidation of democracy in Nigeria. Many of these groups like Campaign for Democracy
-

(CD), Centre for Democracy and Development (CDD), Committee for the Defense of Human

Rights (CDHR) and Civi I Liberties Organizations (CLO) were instrumental in the restoration of

civil rule. (CIVICUS Civil Society Index, 2007).

ln most cases critical policy decisions are better fashioned out when they are subjected to the

crucible of civil society debates and criticisms. Thus, John (2012) posited that issues like the power
.

d
.

h b li t box criticisms to which public policies are subjected,
exercise by the electorate vm t e a o ,

· · comments by academicians, public opinions,
debates carried out by individuals and organizations,

have elements of CSO influence.

CIVIL SOCIETY IN THE SUSTENANCE OF
4·5 THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF

DtMocRAcyIN NIGERIA
. ernance as highlighted by scholars
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'
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kinte 2013. This section identifies som
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?
also

· tgerla
dernocracy

\¡vilsociety·

.

·

·

.

even In the midst of the proliferation

.1

ocietY organizations in Nigeria hav .

Ci"'
s

e since 1999 tried

. dividends
of democracy to the citize

to advocate for the delivery of certain

bl?c

ns. Through ubl'

h esos monitor the performan
P ic protests, consultations and media

¡esearc

'

ces of elected representat'

certain national or local dev 1

•

ives and demands response from

mei11
on

e opment 1ssu (Mes ercy 2012). For instance since 1999 the

C
ntre for Democracy and Development (CDD) h

.

' '

e

.

as played immense roles in civic engagements,

search
and documentations. Also, it has .

ed
.

?
orgamz seminars and symposium for elected

representatives,
political parties and members of th bl'

.
.

e pu 1c on several issues bordering on

democracy
and development. Thus, civil society had contributed in the democratic development

in Nigeria through the following:

The Third Term Agenda Struggle

Ex-President Olusegun Obasanjo 's administration (1999-2007) anempted to insert an elongation

clause in the constitution to ensure his continuous stay in office. This issue is however

controversial due to the fact that the President did not make any categorical statement on his

= 11illingness or otherwise to go for another term, but actions and utterances of his aides without

;; rebuff from him indicated his willingness to have an extension I Saliu and ?tuhammad, 2007¡.

These included the purported circulation of a strange document by Prof. Je? Gana, the then

Special Adviser on Political Affairs to the President, at the ?l'RC ,?arimal Political Reform

Conference); Open support for third term by the PDP national chairrr.3..'1. Dr .. -\hmadu Ali and other

party stalwart h
. t onents of third tel1'1 bv the a::, e..--:-..":1a:t: ¡:o..rrported attempt

s; s arp reactions o opp
- -

?bribe th N
. bl th ·1 sue among others (Anif:,.,;:-;.te. :,:(,6 loov.u, 2006 and

e at1onal Assem y over e s

¾thibong, 2005,).

The di
1
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.

.
.

.

.

tloque
I

'd t 's mindset w3S . ?-=.::.,.? ?:: .. -\pnl 8, 2006¡

nt
Y gave insight into what the PreSl en

_

.
.

.

.
_

Large¡.
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.
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nists o t et IT 'd
, ..

. -\? .... ..- -,me memb<:r·

''tudect .

.

. the Vice Pres1 ent. ,. "? ----?-"" · '

::"1,
Prominent political actors including .

• .... , ,_ v ••-mad ?007¡
,

''t PDp
.
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-

' other political parties and civil 5
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rotest against the tenure elong t· ..

uch p
a Ion bid b th .

.

Of5 S
·

t e I'
·

Y e c1v1I soc· .

. al Civil ocie y oa 1t1on against Third T
iety ts the one championed by the

?,uon
enn CNACATT

rnittee
Chairman ofNACATT,challenged p .

). Bamidele Aturu, the Steering
COf!l

• . •
•

resident Obasa
.

h " .

1
corrupt, d1v1S1ve, insulting an 'd

nJo t at the third term agenda is

ii!lroora'
d f

. .

' ev1 ence of failure capable of . . .

rt intY an ,
o course, 1t 1s unconstitut'

1

"
' creating a poht1cal

ooce
a tona .. . (Vanguard J

. organizations
that participated in th.

' anuary 05, 2006). Other civil

¡0c1etY
ts protest are· Peo ¡ p

.

1·00 Catholic Bishops' Con"
' Pes roblems and Solutions (PPS)

,aniza 1 , ,erence of Niger· d
. . .

Ofo
•

•

1ª an md1v1duals like Prof. Wole Soyinka,
er governor

and factional chairman of the All' ,,
fori11

.

tance ,or Democracy (AD), Chief Bisi Akande,

prof. Ropo Sekont, Dr Joseph Oladokun, Solomon Olufi 1 d Ade o an eola Odusanya among other

nñe pUNCH, March 12, 2006). The Centre for Legislative Stud1'es (CLS) 1l'" ,
a non-governmenta

organisation,
invited stakeholders on March 26 2006 at the I t 1- 1 p e

,

, n erna tona ress entre m Ogba,

Lagos
to analyse the propriety of the agenda in line with the public hearing of the National

Assembly Joint Committee on the Review of the 1999 Constitution, this afforded Nigerians

another opportunity to X-ray the issue once more.

The stakeholders, who came from the media. human rights community and politics, concluded that

1hethird term agenda is an ill wind that will blow nobody any good and that the public hearing on

lbe constitution amendment was a sham (The Punch, April 7, 2006). All these and many more

¡rotests from the civil society groups paved way for the senate arm of the National Assembly on

Wednesday May 16, 2006 to threw out, in its entirety, a bill seeking 116 amendments/alterations

of the 1999 Constitution of Nigeria which sought a three-term maximum of 4 years each for the

President and the Governors as opposed to a two-term of 4 years each prescribed by the

Constitution (see http://www.socialistworld.net/doc/2335).

lhe Fuel
Subsidy Removal Struggle

Actecis• b h It hefty fuel subsidy on January I, 2012 prompted
10n

Y the Nigerian government to a ª

une of
. Ni eria ,5 history. The removal of the fuel

the largest and most coordinated proteStS
m g

f h r annual budget
l¼bsict .

. d' g more than 25 percent o e

i with th
· t was spen m

,

e claim that Governmen
.

1 b unions and civil society
n

the
fue otiations with the a our

,:

1

subsidy and disregarded of the neg
.

.

th price of fuel, transportation
1Ptect N

.
.

. ediate mcrease 1n e
,

(,ct

at1ona] commotion witnessed by imm
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fDod 1 1 of the subsidy W ic

· he abrupt nature of the remova
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'tivit)' by a government that is out fpsi
o touch With th

:Nigerian
people was welcomed by tens Ofth

e economic struggles of the majority of

b ·ct E ousands ofN·
oval

of the su si Y· ven before the remo al .

igerians with protest against the

Ok
v of the subsid . .

akoba
Festus oye and several oth .

Y, activists like Femi Palana Olisa
•"" ' er actJVists h

,

w .

h d'
, eld a meet' .

h
, 'des

wh1c resoun mgly rejected th
mg wit President Jonathan and

b1S

ai ' e planned removal
rnber 2011 (Sahara Reporters 20! I) 1

of fuel subsidy on Saturday 10th

oece

'
· n Lagos prote

nvened by the Save Nigeria G , .

' sters massed at Ojota for a rally that

y¡llS
co roup. Musicians m

·

li addressed the huge ero d
' ovie stars and leaders of civil society

,rnups
a w as they denoun d hr· ce t e government's attempt at creating

tiardship
for the people. Part of the plan, as explained b

.
.

. .

Y Femi Palana, a lawyer, 1s to occupy the

Gani Fawehmm1 Park, venue of the protest until th
.

• e government backs down on the policy. In

Abuja,
the federal capital, Abdulwaheed Omar president ofth N'

.

L b C NLC
.,

• e 1ger1a a our ongress,
;

led a rainbow coalition of civil society groups and trade uni'ons t d f f"
•

1 b ho e y o 11c1a an on t e protest
-

(Adewuyi,2012).

This action on the part of the civil society in the removal of the fuel subsidy was not limited to the

shore of the country, the protests by Nigerian in Diaspora were held in major cities around the

world such as UK, Canada, USA, Ghana, South Africa and other countries (Social Development

Integrated Centre [SDIC], 2012). After one week of protests over the removal of fuel subsidy by

the federal government, which crippled economic and social activities in Nigeria, the Nigeria

labour Congress, NLC, and Trade Union Congress, TUC, suspended the nationwide strike on

\!onday 23rd January 2012. The decision of the two main trade unions to suspend the strike came

iusta ?ew h ft p 'd G di k Jonathan announced an immediate reduction in the price
· ours a er res1 ent oo uc

Dffuel from N 141 to N97 per litre. The labour leaders, however, explained that one of the major

gains f h 'k ass rallies shutdown, debates and street protests,
0

t e protest was that through the stn es, m '

.

\ige
·

b t ken for granted and that sovereignty belongs
rians demonstrated clearly that they cannot e ª

ti1h em¡ (Ajaero, 2012).

1\ . h
: lso came with a very scarce protest,

e

recen ti
.

d b President Bu a11 a

,¡
h

Y removal of fuel subs1 Y Y
.

ht b ut it. The protest was rare due
t

ough .
. LC) has been upng a o

.
.

,

the N1gena Labour Congress (N
d t the past administration. In fact,

,¡he ho
. istration compare o

'r
Pe majority has on the current admm

h'l' Agbese announce their total

•Jlile e b Comrade P I ip
Sos like Stand Up Nigeria (SUN) led y
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1 fit with activists like Dino Mel .

port
o aye in attendanc

,úP
·nistration (Ikenna, 2016).

e, who protested against the same issue

1astadi111

csO, The Centre for Social Justice Eq
.

¡\llother

' uity and Trans
1

1
Government's

decision to remove fu 1

.

parency (CESJET) commended the

f dera

e subsidy emph
• .

e

. ant fuel crises in the countr CE
' asizmg that it will put a lasting end

the incess
Y· SJET frowned t h

·

10

h

a t e continuation of spending over l

..
0 Naira by t e government over fuel subsid

111111°
•

• •

Y (Ikenna, 2016). More so, The Coalitionof Civil

·et Against Corrupt Persons m Nigeria has bera . .

soei
Y

• •

ted Nigeria Labour Congress over protests

.

st removal of subsidy, saying it shows the ar .

again
.

. . ..

Y e out of tune with the thinking and yearnings

ofNigerians,
their President, Lmus EJ1ogo said (lkenna, 2016).

Tlie freedom oflnformation Act 20 I I

The passage
of a Freedom of Information law is a victory for Nigerian democracy. A law that

stipulated
that all institutions spending public funds will have to be open about their operations

and expenditure while citizens will have the right to access information about such activities. The

f.0.1 bill was first submitted to Nigeria 's 4th National Assembly in 1999 when the country

1emmed to democracy but did not make much progress. It returned to the legislative chambers in

·,\e 5th National Assembly in 2003 and was passed in the first quarter of 2007 by both chambers.

Ho11e1er. President Olusegun Obasanjo vetoed it. lt returned to both chambers of the 6th National

\;sembly in 2007 and was finally passed on 24 May 2011. (Sunday Trust, 5th June 2011 ).

\ ?his,uccess is chiefly attributed to the relentless efforts of the coalition of Nigerian civil society

\ ?,ups who have long worked and advocated for the passage of the F.O.! Bill under the leadership

\
s;, Right to Kaow Mo,oment (RKMl, Medi• Rights Agend• (MRA) md the Opeo Society

\

;,ll!ce Initiative (OSJI). The significance of the inclusive joint worki?gs.oftheCS?s
is captured

·¡
the

11 d

.
•

g of the Fo I B111 into law 1s the clearest

,
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·
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. king together to influence public policy and
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ation ever of the power of c1v1l society wor .

I

r ?
. h ple In the same vein, the Associate Legal

1,1,,
e orm in making government work for t e peo

·

,,
.

. ·.1;_,r.
0 . .

. .
. li (20l l) submitted that: The new law will

:-,.
Pen Society Justice l111t1at1ve, Maxwe

h gen of information

.,,nd\\ e

.
. eria Now we can use t e oxy

· hange how government works in Nig ·

\
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d kJ!Owledge
to breathe life into 0,

an

.,ovemance. It will

rrust,
5th June 2011).

no longer be business as usual." (Sunday

rne poctrine ofNecessity Clause 20l0

esos also rose to the occasion to demand for the r
..

the Acting p 'd
ecogmtion of the then Vice President Goodluck

Jonathan
as

res, ent when late Pre 'd

S d. A b'

st ent Umaru Musa Yar'adua was indisposed and

\lllS away to au I ra ta on medical treat b
1

•
•

ment etween November 2009 and March 2010. Civil

.

hts 0rgamzattons such as the Save Ni e
·

G
ng

.

. .

g na roup and Enough is Enough Group actually seized

\e initiative, mob1ltzed and marched on th N
•

11

e ational Assembly to demand for a resolution that

·n give due recognition to vice pre 'd t
• .

WI
SI en as acting president. This led to the adoption of the now

popular
"Doctrine of Necessity" by the National Assembly on February 9, 2010 (Ojo, 2011). The

Senate based its resolution to declare Jonathan as the Acting President on the Doctrine of

Necessity. According to the Senate President, David Mark;

A rigid and inflexible interpretation will not only stifle the spil'it and intendment of the

Constitution, but will also qfji-o,11 the doctrine of necessity. The doctrine of necessity

requires that we do what is necessary when faced with a situation that was not

contemplated by the Constitution. And that is precisely what we have done today. In doing

so, we have as well maintained the sanctity of our Constitution as the ultimate law of the

land (Oyesina, 201 O).

lt is uncontested that the history of Nigerian democracy with regard to the doctrine cannot be

completed without recourse to the input of the esos.

The Electoral Reform Act 2007

One of the unforgettable efforts of the esos in the consolidation of Nigeria 's democracy was the

unflinching support they gave to the Justice Uwais Electoral Reform Committee (ERC)

inaugurated on August 28, 2007 by late President Yar'adua. esos submitted tones of memoranda

ta lhe ERC
.

. h N. ria can break the chain of her electoral debacle.

- offenng suggest10ns on ow ,ge

Indeed
. . b ERe was drawn from the civil society groups. They

• significant number of the 22 mem er

helped
•

.
. , previous

elections as well as charted the way

in analyzing the challenges of N1gena 5
.

fol'\\a d
.

1
? rm public hearings, esos were there in good

r
· Dunng the constitutional and electora re O

.. .

nulTlb

le al framework for elections that Nigeria

ers to present memoranda. This led to a better g

turre
1nt

Y has (Ojo, 2011).
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tributions
ofCSOs in eiectionee .

.

'file
con

rmg activir

·es of advocacy to mobilize the citize
ies cannot be overemphasized Th b k d

.seri
ns and en

. ey em ar e

º'' .

•

h courag th

r registration
exercises t at preceded th .

1

.

e em, to actively participate in the

10te .
.

e e ect1ons. Co .

stic
Election Observatmn Groups (th

ming together under the umbrella-

- 00me
•

e group wh' h
.

? (TMG),
Federat10n of Muslim W

ic mcluded the Transition Monitoring

orouP

omen Assoc. .

·toriog Team (LMT), Women Envi
iation of Nigeria (FOMWAN), Labour

1,1001

ronmental Progra

tability (MULAC), Centre for D

mme (WEP), Muslim League for

Accoun
emocracy and O 1

•

ation (CLO) Alliance for Cr d'bl .

eve opment (COD); Civil Liberties

0rgan1s

,
e I e Elections, Citizens Forum for Constitutional Reform

cFCR)
and the Electoral Reform Network (ERN)·

,

(

.

, deployed approximately 50,000 trained

\ection
monitors throughout the country during th 2007

. .

e

e general election (Akmboye and

Ol runtoba, 2007). ln addition, CSOs played
.

o

a promment role in ensuring the credibility of the

·delv acclaimed 2011 elections. First they e b k d
,

111 •

,
m ar e on vigorous voter education using both the

traditional
and social media for their campaigns. Some other esos deployed thousands of

observers to follow through and report on the electoral process.

In the build up to the April 2015 elections in Nigeria, the civil society sector wa:, involved in all

the stages of preparations, voting and collations, declarations of election results. According to

lkechukwu (20 l 5), A situation Room, a coalition of 60 local civil society organizations were

invo!Yed in the minute by minute observation and monitoring and analysis of trends and events of

ihe 2015 Presidential election. Following the challenges that besieged the Independent National

£1,ctoral Commission (INEC) during the Presidential election in some parts of Nigeria, the

Situation Room noted thus;
·

b h
· b·¡· ,JI.NEC to deploy its officials and election materials on

... 1s unaccepta le, t e ma 1 1ty o

·
t o,Jpo/ls officials and materials did not reach

tune to allow for timely commencemen
...

.

.
.

. Th' delayed accreditation and votmg and led to

significant number of poll opening.
is

.

.

.
.

. /aces situation room wt shes to draw urgent

continuation ofpoll till late mto ltght m many P .

e/y·(I) /ate commencement of electwns;

atrention to three critical areas ofchallenges, nam '

.

. _

.

ji manee of secur1tv agencies and u5e oj

(2J challenges with accreditation process; (J) per or ·

socia/ media (lkechukwu, 2015).
.

. 'v'I societ, helps to deepen

.
. .

.
.

. nd identtficat1ons,
c1 i

.

,e,.
this process of critical cnttcism a

.

d fi ts with civil society in >.;1gcna

'"Jtratization one of the maJor
e ec

processes. However,
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1
í

?
I l .

I
¡¡
¦

aemoctaeris their elitístnature ••
• 1v1ostof the e

- usually located in urban SOs Wíth interest
·

,... centres Whil th .

m governance or democracy issue
· ·straf

e e few m ¡adm1111
,ve savvy to entrench and

rura areas lack the necessary financial andpromote g d00
governance.

4,6 ANALYSIS OF THE ROLES AND
NIGERIA CONTRIBUTIONS OF CIVIL SOCIETY IN

The concept of CS Os is predicated O th 'dn e I ea that citizens ar th
I

. .

However, across the globe the d
. .

.

e e core e ement of the organization.
' a rnm1strative structu f h

d
·

en cadre that are ab! t .

re O t ese organizations is primarily an elitt'-nv e o organize around .

.

a set of mterests such as human rights women's
rights, educatton, and budget transparenc A .

.

'
·

y. ccordmg to liberal democratic theory these varied
interests lead to a proliferation of different i t b

'

n erest- ased CSOs (Okafor, 2007). The ensuing
competition among the CSOs should le d t • • •a o mass mob1hzat1on and some form of government
response.

!!!
--

ln Nigeria, NGOs and CSOs are numerous, yet limited mass mobilization around interests mcuns
-

the state does not respond to the masses or the elites that run the organizations. The reasons for
- this are varied and problematic as articulated in the research published in 2007 by Professor Obi om

Chinedu Okafor. The study looks at the composition, structure, and geopolitical locations of the

range ofNGO/CSO categories that exist in Nigeria civil/political rights NGOs, social/economic

rights NGOs, gender-focused NGOs, and minority/environmental rights NGOs and conclusions

are extrapolated across the general NGO/CSO population in Nigeria. For example, most Nigcriun

eso b d(. L r AbuJ'a) Yet because most of the Nigerian population is rural,
s are urban ase m agos o ·

h
.. . ..

h assroots level is limited. Another issue is the personalistic
t e ab1hty to gam leg1t1macy at t e gr

, ,,
. .

· most are externally funded and locally
·

managed ns

nature of most CSO/NGO admm1strat10ns,
.

· which would potentially broaden the influence and
opposed to funding through membership

t Pulation As a result, Okafor concludes that
le ·r

•
· ith the grassroo s po ·

g, 1macy of the orgamzatwn w
.

11 d (with few effective internal checks) by u

Virt II GO ·n practice, contro e

ua y all of these N s are, 1

.

d b ) of his/her organization. Without u

.

h O a ( or und1spute oss

Powerful founder/CEO, who IS t e g
. over their organizations largely

CEOs usually reign
Powerful membership, such founder/

1
excluded from their real ranks the wry

u
. Having thus large y

nconstrained by the local commumty.
ant to advance.

Po
1

• .
. hose interests they w

Pu at1on of average N1genans w

i

i
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Okafor further concludes that the .

Prunaryd •
.

ed t1
• river forth ..of the associat und1ng flow, e

Personahst1c default is to maintain control

Other factors that seem to dilute th fii .e e
ectiveness ofth .

urban bias of most CSOs, which le d .
.

e entire NGO/CSO community include thea s to
s1gn1ficant

Iesos leading up to and since th 199
neg ect of rural areas, and the proliferation ofe 9

democratic rui h' h
· that the growth of NGO (

e, w IC has proved somewhat detrimentalm s many of which ar .

b. t' and the ti t1 •1

e very transient because they lack structure and0 ?ec 1ves re ore a1 within a short t' fi .
. . . " 1me rame). Ultimately, Okafor concludes that the(mamly mtentwnal) exclusion of the v •

.ast maJonty of Nigerians [rural and urban] fromparticipation in the structure and gove f hmanee o t ese NGOs/CSOs helps explain the limited natureof success that these groups have had in
engendering the transformation" and grassrootsmobilization that would engage the state.

Corruption which has been defined as the abuse of public office for private gain; dishonesty for
personal gain, dishonest for exploitation of power for personal gain, depravity and extreme
immorality and also as the manipulation of conditions to attain exclusive benefits to individuals or
groups at the cost of social benefits is rife in Nigeria fourth republic democracy (Uwen and Yearoo
2009, Adeyemi 20 I 2).

P l·t· J

· ·

II t the state and local Government levels are rife but CSO have noto 1 1ca corruptwn especia y a

be •

f¡ h' ace Civil society has not been able to legally confronten able to actively con ront t 1s men •

. •

1·
·

t' s What is common in Nigeria is mere criticisms andcorrupt politicians through citizen 1t1ga ton ·

d ·nes More worrisome is the fact that some localcomments on pages of newspapers an magazi ·

.
..

.
.

.

rand corruption cases, staged public protests againstC1v1J Society Organizations have m certam g

h
? 0 f.

h untry For instance, t e ,ormer overnor oth ·

d' 'duals mt e co ·e prosecution of high profile Ill IVI
. between J 999 to 2006 was neverB . was the executive governorayelsea state, DSP Alames1gha who

. UK Although he dubiously maneuvered the
ch

11
• arrested m the .ª enged by any CSO until he was

.
. . h"mself in female attire, he had never

UR.
i eria by d1sgu1smg I

. .Metropolitan police and ran to N g
d state pardon by the immediate past

b .

.

h as later grante a

. .

een tried since his return, m fact, e w
f ner governor of oil-nch Delta State,

Similarly, the on
.President ofN' .

Good luck Jonathan.
d f money laundering and abuse ot1gena,

was accuse o
l¡¡ni . .

•¡

· London,es lbori, who is currently m Jal m
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public thrust in Nigeria.
However Wh .

.
' en Nigeria law fc

agency- Economic and
Financial C

.
en orcement agents particularly, the antigraftrones Comm¡ .

(E
Prosecute him in Nigeria memb f

ssion FCC), made attempts to arrest and
• ers o the law enfcand clannish association the 1. orcement agents were confronted by his tribal

Jaw Youth Move
.

EFCC officials in violent fr .

ment (IYM) resisted and engaged the police and
con

ontations claimi h .ng t at their son had not done any wrong (Adeyemi
2012).

i

=

ii

Many Federal and state legislators Min·' isters, Local Government chairmen had in several occasion
been indicted for corruption For in t N" ·

·

s anee, 1geria had about seven Senate Presidents impeached
between 1999 and 2007. Their imp h

.

eac ments were based on corruption cases. Also, the first
female speaker of the House of

Representatives in Nigeria was impeached on ground of corruption.
There were also, cases of grand legislative corruption involving the Hon. Herman Hembebordering on mismanagement of pension and stock exchange funds. Others were the senatorNicholas Yahaya, and Hon. Elumelu rural electrification scandal and more recently, the petroleumsubsidy scandal numerous number of eso in Nigeria between this era of turmoil, none of themopenly condemned the act through advocacy or legal means. James lbori, moved freely and evenattempted to contest the 2007 presidential election until he was miraculously arrested, tried and¡¡ imprisoned in London by the Metropolitan police, in UK (Adeyemi 2012).

The inability of elected representatives to deliver on campaign promises despite receiving jumbo
I

·

p
·

t nee in 20 JO the former Central Bank of Nigeria Governor,

sa anes and allowances. or ms a
, ,

S
·

•

h N"
·

spent over 25% of its annual budget on the National
anus1 Lamido lamented t at 1gena

• •

f h "tizens lived in abject poverty. (Vanguard Newspaper,
Assembly alone while the rnaJonty o t e ci

f b·11 that had been passed by the National Assembly in

Dec. 4th, 20 I O). Besides, the number O 1 5

.
.. mmensurate with the salaries and allowances

Nigeria since 1999 up to 2015 is not many way co

spent on them.

. f corruption and abuse of public trust
ln .

.
.

been excessive cases o

.

the N1gena oll sector, there have

N" ·a annual crude oil production average
b

litical class. igenY
managers of the industry and the po

f which 68, 66(bct) is flared monthly
7

. .

b ·e as per year o

. .

IO million barrels with 2.36 tr1Jl1on cu I g

t s Nigeria lost $72 b1l11on to gasJly. In monetary erm ,

representingabout 823.92 billion (bet) annua

f
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flare (Ogbo 2011). More
Worrisom .

'

e IS the Poor co
.

• Port ? W .,,¡ ¾! l<ad m,to,, """ f N, ge,¡, f""' re•••im loo,toJ

'
Una.

Established .

h .

445,000 barrels, however, none f h
.

Wit an insta/Jed daily production
capacity of

0 t e

refineries is
1

.
.

mill<m of"-J,of "fi"'df,
1 & P"'<m Y

lim,hoomg. I•-, Nigoi, Import,

ue
0111 other countr"

.

h 'kes and
scarcity of fu ¡

•

N· . Jes at
exorbitant prices. This has led to incessant

1

em???
.

transport fairs
(Shedrack 20

l S). attendant increase in household commodities and
Although oil has been the

mainstay of th
.

e
economy since

1970s, the revenues generated have not

been judiciously utilized due to co f F •rrup 10n. or
instance, between / 970 to 2005, oil contributed

$391.6 billion to
government and the fo ·

h ·

•

·
·

reign exc ange earnings from 01/ between this period was

- • ov.,. '593.6 billioo (Ogbo 20, I J. fo ,pi" or,,00 ho,, ""'"""• "'"?"""'Y h& ""'

grown nor the standard of living of Nigerians improved
significant/y.Th, lack of lrao,p,re,c y aad e,i•eoeo of ohm'"" laws io th, ""'°' lia,, ""'"" "'" e, fo,

-••ioo of 00,n,plio,. Fo, io•aooe, '"'"'" 1999 aod 2007, PresidM/ Olo,eg,o Oh=o)o

mid reo oil blook, wilhoot prop e, biddiog Pmeom ,o bi, poli heal allies Md b"''º"'' "'°"i""
This is mad, possible bee,,,. of I"""

ofoaosp.,,,,y, •?º""'"'ili<y ••d Ih, o,is,,.., of ?,b,i,
,.., io the sectoe. Fo, i°"'""• lhe pe<roloom iodost,y Ad of 1969 gi,es lhe

moboriiy io alloea,0

"" block, io N;g,,;, to ih, mioioe, ofpe/roleom who;,""'"·.,, "'?•mble • lhe P•osi<l?,

!his OXp/afos why ,fo? ;M,peod??, b;ddio, proee? Md fül=iioo of oil block, had beco

abused by the executive, and bedeviled by corruption (Ogbo 20l l).
l

·

t reported that a former president of Nigeria awarded a$

o
2004, a Sooih Afrfoo, based oow pcm

.

.

·
.

.

·

to his wife's hair dresser (Business Times, October

1

b1JJ1on oil block in the Niger Delta region
.

.

f Petroleum Resources, (DPR), Mohammad Aliyu

31, 2004). Also ;" 2007, ihe ,ctmg D•=toco
.

.

'

b rs on the cases of corruptron m the awards and

&be ••mor b,foc, ihe Nal/oo,f Assembly m= e

.
.

.

.

sitive and sharp practices m the or/ sector and that

Sales f
·¡ bl k h "

h are cases of msen
0 01 oc st at t ere

,

·ng He further declared· we can on/v

ev .

.

k allocation were m1ss1 .

,

-

"'
""'°"""tdoe om? t, oo Oi I bloc '

fib doc='"''" (Og be, 20 // ) . Th e probe

giv

t find some O e

e
What we have, because we canno

2003 paid $210 million as signature bonus

p

ct· ??m?
"'' "'° d;""'ereddmtShe/1 Pk ha m

f$ I mmioo =• roíleOlod io "" =mds

to
th

. .

but only the sum o

e

Federa/ Government of Nigeria
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I
I
;¡

I
I
?
-

eatlier in 2003, the sum of $2 5
•¡¡-

:

•
• IU¡ ion Was Paid for OPL .

.

years before It was receipted on J
1 257, by vintage or! but was spent five

u Y 8, 2008.

In terms of public
re-orientations and O

••

rganizations (CSOs) in N' .

p htical
enlightenment and civic education, civil society

o

igeria have not perfith·rty-six (36) states d h
ormed Well, Nigeria is a populous country with

I an t e Federal Ca ital .

.P
territory, Abu1a and further sub divided into seven

hundred and seventy-four (774) Local G
. ovemment Areas, With over 200 millionpeople, less than

30% of these are literate While over 75¾ •

.0 resides tn rural areas lacking access to basic social
amenities. Although majority ofNige ·

d
• •rians are om1c1le in rural areas, well-funded and articulate

eso which can educate the masses and d
·

·

•

.

con uct c1v1c education are m¡yorly based in urban centers
mainly the PCT and in states and local government capitals. The effects of this elitist character of
CSO could be gleaned in the

staggering proportions of invalid or blank votes, ethnoreligious
violence, and electoral fraud (Shedrack, 2015).

Worthy of note is the issue of invalid/ blank votes that had characterized successive presidentialelections in Nigeria since 1999. For instance, in 1999 presidential election, a total of57,938,945registered voters, the voter turnout was 30,280,052 while invalid/ blank votes stood at 29,848,441.Similarly, in the April 2003 presidential election, a total of 60,823,022 people were registeredwhile voter turnout was 42,0 J 8735 and invalid/blank votes was 2,538,246. In addition, in the April2007 presidential election, registered voters were 61,567,036 while invalid vote was over 8%. In2011, invalid and blank votes were 1,259,506 (Vanguard Newspaper, April, 23 201 I).

I
i

Th
·

.

I 'd 1 ·n contemporary democratic experience ofNigeria amidst

e high preponderance of mva I vo es 1

d b linked to the passive and drifting role of civil society
lltultiplicity of civil society groups ha een

. . . .

Maiority of the invalid votes are from rural areas where
groups and electoral ump1res m N1gena. "

. . .. .

Cl sely related to this 1s the issue of electoral frauds
there are h ·gh t f verty and 1ll1teracy. 01 raes O po

·nee the return to civil rule in 29th May 1999.
Which h d

I d N' ·
, nascent democracy sia

P ague igeria s

,, .

I devoid of excessive frauds, mainly because
A.I h

·

because ,air Y
t

OUgh the 1999 presidential election
7 marred by irregularities. There were

it

f 2003 and 200 wasWas midwife by the military that O

ffi of balJot papers, under age voting,
nu

hin and stu mgfl1erous cases of ballot box snatc g

h.. king of electoral materials by political
in¡¡ •

I officials, and 11acfl1idation of voters, attack of electora
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-·!tl)ugs among other electoral malt1-

-

easances. What did . .
.]¡¡¡ppened? Why should all th civil society group do as all these anomaliesese oecur amidst ch d.presidential election, the late pr .d

ara es of CSOs? In fact, after the 2007es, ent Umaru Mbrought him to power was r' d
usa Yar'adua acknowledged that the election thatigge but promised tes of stolen mandates 1 ,._

.
.

0 carry out electoral refonns. There were high
cas

. n ,act, c1v1l
society .

.
.

'th .

. organizations which observed and monitored the
elect10ns WI copious evidences of el t

.
ec oral malpractice could not go to court to challenge any of

the results. For instance, following the 2007 .
.

. governorship election in Nigeria, election results wereupturned m Kog1, Sokoto, Edo Ba el o' Y sa, gun and Ondo state by the court on the grounds ofelectoral frauds (Shederack 20 J 5).

I
•

I

Furthermore, since the returned of civilian rule in
I 999, the ethnic militia groups have negativelyaffected the delivery and pursuit of the dividends of good governance to the people. incontemporary Nigeria, ethnic militia groups like Odua Peoples' Congress, Movement for theActualization of the Sovereign State of Biafra, Egbesu Boys, Ombatse, Niger Delta VolunteerForce, Arewa People's Congress and other clandestine socio-cultural associational groups have bythe manifestation of its activities hindered democracy. Although these groups from liberal

perspective, are classified as Civil Society Organization but their incessant use of force and
violence which have led to loss of lives and property in different parts of Nigeria work against
democracy in Nigeria (Ikelegbe, 2013).

I
i

-

i

V ·

·¡ society groups in Nigeria have stymied the growth and
aaseh (20 I 4) argued that some c1v1

.
.

. • ·

H poignantly pointed out that the OPC was mvolved mconsolidation of democracy m N1gena. e

.

t Hausas in Lagos state in 2009, Danladi and Hembathe killing of police officers and mnocen

State North central Nigeria observed that while(2015) using the Ombatse militia in Nasarawa '

. .
.• • ·

a result of state failure and weak ct vil society,!her ·
·

h liferation of milttias ase are mcrease m t e pro
, difficult. This view was corroborated byco r .

. .
'

t democracy will be verynso
1datmg N1gena s nascen

. blem to nation building and democraticises that a ma1or prothat of Agbu (20 I I) whose study surm
.

d t' 'ties of ethnic militia groups. Danladi.
,

. .
.

.

is the nse an ac 1v1

. .
.

consohdat1on in post-m1htary Nigena
I ted activities ofm1htant socio-cultural

. with the unregu a

. .
,

and Tanko (2015) had further opmed that
state the pursuit and realization ot

batse in Nasarawa '

. . . . ,
associational groups, particularly the Om

. The advocated for the cnmmal1zat1on ot
. feasible, Y

sustainable development will be not being
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.

urnbatse by the govenunent and the Puni hm•
• 8 ent of promoters of such violent prone association in

N1gena.

I
I

Ombatse was for instance
responsible for ht e death of

seventy-eight (78) members of the Nigeria
security operatives comprising of the p r0 ice and State Security services personnel who were on
their lawful assignment at Alakio viii ·

Nagem asarawa state in 2013. Similarly, during this fracas,
about twenty innocent citizens Were killed and police vehicles destroyed. Since 20 I 3, Ombatsehad been involved in communal clashes with other non-Eggon ethnic tribes in Nasarawa stateincluding the arrest and torture of Fulani pastoralists. Since the resurgence ofümbatse militancy,civil society organizations in Latia and other parts of Nigeria have not made any frantic effortstoward mediating advocating for criminalization ofOmbatse. Moreover, with copious evidencesof grave human right abuse been perpetrated by Ombatse, no civil society has dared file a law suitagainst Ombatse either in Nigeria or the International criminal court. Although, the promoters orsponsors of the Ombatse had been identified by government of Nasarawa state, civil libertyorganizations have not advocated for sanction or prosecution of indicted members. (Danladi andTanko 2015)

S

·

I "tal
·

th great component of civil society which has globally been acknowledged
ocia cap1 1s ano er

. .
• · ·

emotion of cooperation, trust, friendship and solidarity among
as been critical and 1mperat1ve m pr

d h t ial capital is that common spirit of unity, trust, love and
members. Fukuyama observe t ª soc

.
.

.

d built by members of a civil society over a penod of time
camaraderie usually associated an

. .
.

b fa socio-cultural assoc1at1ons like the !gala Cultural(Fukuyama 2011) For instance, mem ers O

• •

.Ch
.

fans Association ofN1gena (CAN), Muslim League
d D A

·

tion(ICDA), ns 1

an evelopment ssocia
. . .

(FOR w AN) and other tend to trustM I. Women m Nigeria ,

fN· ·

F d fon of us ,m0

1gena(MLN), e era 1

• h' t t Fukuyama noted is imperative in building
.

d oftime. T ts rus'and cherish one another overª peno
.

. !ti-ethnic liberal democratic state.h ion especially m a mumutual peace, tranquilíty and co es

!
i
I

b n sustained since the emergence of the
.

. ca e, this has not ee

.

Within the Nigeria's democratic lands P
.

1 crack and disunity among member ot·mmense mtema
.

fourth republic. This is because, there are 1

. .

1 groups in Nigeria. for instance, there 1s. ral associat1ona
. . ....

lllost civil society groups especially cultu
d identification with members ot polit1?al. cent alignment anProblem in CAN as a result of its re
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•

!
•

·•

parties
in Nigeria. This has mad e some Christian bod· .

.
.

similarly, the onslaught oflslam· t .

ies m Nigeria to break away from CAN.
1 e erro ri st grou 8

Muslims and non-Muslims in N' .

P, oko Haram in Nigeria, which has killed manyigena has creat d h
•

anizations in Nigeria i fi
e ª igh sense of suspicious among Muslimorg . n act, corruption h .

ful m of modern Nt' .

.

as
negatively affected the sociocultural and politicalcru geria and this has b .

. N' .

(F k
een responsible for the high spate ofintra and inter-ethnicviolence m 1gena u uyarna, 201 I).

However, in an attempt to checkmat th · · •e e act1v1t1esof the CSOs in Nigeria, the International Center
for Not-for-Profit Law (ICNL) published in December 2014, an assessment of NGO/CSO
guidelines in Nigeria. Of note, the 1999 and 20 I O modifications to the Nigerian Constitution
continue to guarantee the freedom to freely form associations that serve in a watchdog capacity
for state policies. The ICNL assessment discusses the 2014 federal initiative to create a series of
pending CSO/NGO legislative actions primarily focused on regulating the acceptance and
utilization of financial contributions from donor agencies. Nigerian NGOs/CSOs are primarily
externally funded, meaning the proposed bill has the potential to curtail CSO/NGO functionality
in Nigeria (ICNL, 2014).

I

ii
=

The proposed bill also introduces the first attempt by the federal government to engage with and

fund eso efforts in Nigeria. The ICNL describes the bill as follows: The creation of a "Civil

S

·
• ·

(CSRC)" which would be "peopled by civil society activistsoc1ety Regulatory Comm1ss1on ,

,
• " ce that will regulate the conduct and activities of civiland ... free from undue State s mteneren

.
. . ,, 'th the following functions:

society organizations in N1gena, WI

l. Registering CSOs in Nigeria;
.

d. rules of the Commission; an
2.

Sanctioning esos that abuse the ethics or
.

I A bl 'to esos
·¡ ble by the Nattona ssem ) .

3-
Proposing that grants be made avai ª

d t be known as "Civil Society Grants/Fund"
Th d h t "statutory fun 5 0

e Conference report propose t a

bl for civil society activities, in order to
b N tional Assem Ye

annually appropriated by the a

. hd roles, act as checks against impunity by
their watc og

strengthen the ability of esos to perform
ble society. The Fund/Grant shall be

S ·ust and accounta
.tate

actors, and to enthrone an open, J

be voted on after the 2015 elec11ons. As
']I is expected

to
lllanaged by the eSRC. The proposed bi

¦
•
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contradictions within the
membership make 't d'ffi

during the period of en
1

1 icult to agree on common positions
gagement with th .

efficiency and make th .
.

e stªte. Such mherent divisiveness weakens
s e assoc1at1ons vul bl

3. Inadequate Funding
nera e to penetration by government agents.

Most Nigerian prodemocracy eso
.

.

s are donor-dependentand the focus of foreign donors
on democracy m Nigeria have expanded from supporting pro-democracy organizations to
include the support for dem f

.
. .ocra tc ms1Itut1ons like the legislature, judiciary and other

democratic institutions Thi fi
1

"
· s isca ,actor has also reduced the activities and impacts of

some prodemocracy esos in contemporary Nigeria.
4. Government Patronage

Most often, the Nigerian private media, under the umbrella of the Nigerian Union of

Journalist (NUJ), rely heavily on government patronage (advertisement) for survival and

their independence has been seriously compromised for this reason. There have also been

claims that the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) leadership compromised with government

in the 2012 and 2015 strike/mass protests against the withdrawal of subsidy on petroleum

products.

5. Lack of internal democracy

The lack of internal democracy in most of the Nigerian CSOs makes it difficult for

members of these organizations to learn democratic values/norms within their

. . Th th cannot adequately inculcate this principle to citizens.
organization. us, ey

6. Lack of Skills for CSOs
.

• tso faced with lack of capacity in terms of knowledge,
The civil society organizations are ª

I
·

pected that any organizations that wish to engage
skills and methods of advocacy. t is ex

. .

.

d with superior knowledge and art1culat1on of stronger

the state must be weII eqmppe .
. . . .

f h
·

·1 society organizat10ns m N 1geria (OJO, 20 I I).
.

many O t e c1v1

points. This is still absent in

e . d P al Enrichment
orrupt10n an erson

. •ng from lack of transparency in the
.

s of corruption, rangi
There have been accusation

1
nt/conversion of foreign donations to

t
.

ght embezz eme

utilization of donor-funds to ou n
1 'ght to engage the state. It also hinders

the esos 'mora n
.

personal use. This tends to weaken
.

. with them. The impact of their advocacy for

from associating
people of integrity and value

I
¦
I

7.I
?

I--
•
-
a;;

I
!!

I
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ii change is also limited, becaus 't .

I h d
e I ls stated that he who comes to equity must come withe e!lll !Ill s.

Lack of State Support and Partn h'ers 1p
The relationship between eso s and the state is largely characterized by suspicion andtension. For the most part tat m

·

•
s e o 1c1als have viewed esos as competitors of power,influence, !llld legitimacy in th bl' he pu 1c sp ere rather than as development partners.

4,8 STRENGTHENING THE ROLE AND PERFORMANCEOF CIVIL SOCIETY IN
NIGERIA
In order to for the democratization process in Nigeria to be sustained and dividends of good
democratic governance delivered to people, civil society need to be properly repositioned and

strengthened. Strengthening civil society is therefore imperative so that they can improve upon the

current poor existing structures of eso. Thus, the role and performance of civil society can lie

enhanced by adopting the following measures:

On the Poor Funding

Poor funding has been a major problem sapping the vitality of civil society in Nigeria and Ali-kit
·

1 (D' d ¡999 Mercy 2012 and Fadakinte 2013). Majority of the civil socktym genera iamon
,

· • • · ·

d 1
¡ on external source usually foreign donor agencies 1<1organ1zattons m N1gena depen arge Y

. . .

•

li li the donor agencies have vested mterest m certam arc•:isfinance their activities. In fact, vtrtua Y a
.

d f¡ ·ects does not in many cases reflect the prcss111f:of the nation and thus money release or proJ
'

1 d objectives stands clear. As a result, adequnlL-
needs of the people instead the donor goa s an

.

, . 'et in Nigeria should be made. This could b,·
.

.

I
. .

funding of civil soei yconst1tut1ona prov1s10n on
d

. ted in the national budget wlwr,·
.

.
.

d r national trust fun mtegra
achieved by creating a consohdate O

•
•

1 for fund annually. When this is don,·. ii
.

.
.

ns in N tgena can app y
registered civil society orgamzatio

. external donor agencies with their
. fNi ería civil soCiety on

.
Will help reduce over dependency O g

man saying of he who pays the pqw,
.

w interest. As the com
strmgent conditionality and narro

I
btained in Nigeria.

d' d as current y o
1ctates the tune syndrome is not goo
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'fije Urban and Elitist Nature of eso .
.

.

.
. .

.
mN1gena.

Cívil society organizations are great! .

Y highly concentr t d
·

educated elites as members Th• h

ª e m urban centers with high number of
. is as led to high rate f ·1

.

among the rural poor. The effect f h

s O I literacy and poor democratic culture
s o t ese can be seen

.

h
.

and ethno-religious cum com
I

mt e Slaggermg proportion of invalid votes
muna clashes in different art . .

. .

to de-urbanize civil society i N' .

P s ofN1gena. a way out ofth1s ruse 1s

n igena by ensurin th e
t

g at SO concerned with human rights women
empowermen , poverty reduction civic ed t'

.

'

' uca ion IS located or headquartered in rural areas instead
of urban centers. Closely related to the ab •

.

.

ove IS the issue of elitism ofCSO. There is need for the
integration of rural dwellers in civil societ ·

..

Y to actively part1c1pate in advocacy. This will help give
them a sense of belonging in the civil ·

dsociety a vocacy and engagement and coupled with the fact
that most of the sensitive information n d d

e dd ·

ee e ,or a ressmg the problems usually identified by
CSO are domiciled with the people who are involved in the problem.

The Leadership Issues in the CSOs.

The issue of quality and responsive leadership is one that affects the entire polity of Nigeria and

not just the civil society alone. However, from the past twenty years of unbroken democratic

experience, it is clear that poor leadership is one of the banes of civil society in Nigeria. Some of
-

the leaders of trade and labor unions in Nigeria had at critical moments abandoned their

responsibilities of monitoring the activities of the state. Many had even ventured into active politics

and are serving as state governors, ministers, senators and chairmen oflocal government councils.

As Fadak.inte (2013) observed, Comrade Adam Oshiomole, served as the president of Nigerian

Labor Congress, (NLC), later served as the governor of Eda state. Professor Pat Utomi, who

founded the Value for Leadership Center in Lagos contest Presidential election in 2003 and 2007.

Past T
.

h d h S ve Nigeria Foundation but contested the 20 I O presidential
or unde Bakare, establis e t e a

ele t' d 8 h
·

under the defunct Action Congress of Nigeria party.
e ion as a deputy to Muhamma u an

. . . . . .

Th
•

1
d of civil societv m N1gena have limited their

e implication of the penchant by ea ers ·

. .

Pert
.

d attitude of the masses toward the third sector in

0rmance and reduced the perception an

Nigeria.

O fCSO especial!: from venturing into politics
ne ofth .

.
.

d fthe leaders o '

.

e ways to curtail this att1tu e O
••

1
ociet, advocates and members. Such

is to aining of c1v1 s •

estªblish centers for training and retr
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¡,-.r,,

li@Jnay be affiliated to univer ·r.

.
• • .

s1 tes or research instit . .

if e1v1I society experts can teach
utes withm the country where lecturers

.

. ..
.

, mentor and ed t

[;¡U'ds makmg them understand •
.

.

uca e members and leaders of civil societym nttty-gntty the d n
·

.

•¡(swill also improve their perfo
Y amic and traJectories of the third sector.

·.. .

rmance and empower th .

h
. . .

ocratic governance in Nig
•

In . .

em wit requ1s1te skills to contribute to
eria. addttton, ifthi .

. .
.

d philosophy of civil society
. .

.

s is done, tt will help inculcate the ideology
activism mto the members.

The Corruption and Bribery in the esos.

Corruption and bribery is endemic as well as an enemy within. It is a canker worm that has eaten

deep in the fabric of the country and h d t d
·

a s unte growth m all sectors. It has been the primary
reason behind the country difficulties in d 1

· "
heve opmg ,ast. T e cancerous nature of corruption makes

it difficult for any part of the Nigeria polity to be immune from it. Although, there are fewer cases

of corruption in the third sector in Nigeria, there are reports of mismanagement of funds meant for

development by students and labor unions in contemporary Nigeria (Acemoghi, 2000).

For instance, the Nigeria Labor congress in Nigeria since March 2015 has been embroiled in

corruption and crisis leading to break ups and parallel leadership of the union. According to Peter

Okwori, the Christain Association ofNigeria, (CAN) top leaders have recently been involved in

party politics, manifest in their public support and collaboration with corrupt individuals in the

society. Also, the National Association of Nigerian Students (NANS) an umbrella body

com
· ·

f li d t
· N' rt'a both home and abroad was involved in the endorsement of

pnsmg o a stll en s m 1ge ,

l.·
¡

,
.

b 'Id to the 2015 general election. NANS executives at the state
po ttICa aspirants durmg the ut -up

·

¡ ·1·

·

ans at the state level. This scenario portends grave
and local levels also endorsed certam po I ict

. t nature of the state and political class, these

danger for civil society. First, with the corrup
.

d t nions easily get bnbed and co-opted by the

aforeme t' d ¡ b t d religious and stu en u

n 10ne a ors, ra e, roles in governance. Secondly, with

state th .
.

I
I

f activism and watchdog
ereby reducing their eve O

,
.

.

1 roups get embroiled in crisis over

fin
.

•

..• ns these c1v1l soc1e y g

I anc1al mducements from the pohttcia '

.
,

is Strengthening these civil society

I
sh

.
. . . and leadership ens .

.

I

anng of booty thereby creating divtSion
.

d financial support from donor agencies

gr .
• h e-orientat10n

an

oups m light of this quagmire 15 throug r
. Ni eria.

B.nd 'vities ofCSO tn g

Proper media monitoring of the act!

?
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¡;·

?Nigeria Bar Association, CNBA), and Nigeria Union of Journalists, (NUJ), should collaborate
··dtender free legal services and media coverage to other Civil society groups within the country .

. e NBA should apart from
condemning unjust government policies and program but file law

··jts against government in fulfillment of their role of citizen litigation and advocacy. Furthermore,
.

NUJ should intensify effort in rural cum advocacy journalism to help bring news and special
"the

. ·

d cratic
·mentaries from rural areas that may not be financially new worthy in the cap1taltst emadoeu

..
-
-
..
!!

i
i
?
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RECOMMENDATIONS

f
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lf3S project
work was mainly based h

,.
.

.

on t e statement which f<

It""°"'" """""'"'' A swdy of N'
,

orn,ol °" th< mleof ci,il sociOY lo

·.

,gena, 1999-2015. Ch
. ,

,
.

_,,,.,1-edth, genorel introdoct'

,_ ooo of fu,s '""""'1 ,._,

,

ion or explanation on civil
.

? ,...,._ in Nig,,i, Md ,

=""'• demoo,oy"" ,s ?li "

the history of the study area (N'
,

,

,.¡¡hP"'irnl,rnforeno<o
to th t' f

•gen•) w" mode, e,peo,•llY

·.

e ,me rame of the study, I 999-2015

'{'he chapter two of this study deals with the 1

.
.

·

.

ana ys,s of the literature review ofthe research topic.

'{'he chapter also discussed about the theoreti ¡

.

ca approach used m further discussing the topics or

in answering the questions posed in this research as w \l th
.. •

·
·

e as e empmcal literatures used m this

research work.

Chapter three of this study is about the methodology applied in doing this research work followed

by "'?"h design ,nd how d,t• collection .,d .,,lysi, is ocg.,i,,d, Th• ,hapM ,!so e<plaioed

lhe designation and the instrument used in collecting data.

Chop\o< f°"' is "" most important P"rt of fue wool, """'h wo<k aod motoly ,bo"'

_h.,si« anofysi,, d\S<Us,ion of re,;e&•h fmdior;; ,od tl< maio "'""" ,="º" ""'

-d qoestioos ,rise (h,ooghOot th•"""°' P'°""' Th•,,.,., b<gios by m,kiog • ""''"

?lysi, of the .,,0Mioo and c,1,goriwtioo
of eso, in Nigeria, th<i< mios .,d cootrlbotioos "

?u" the ohall•nges and con«aioS facod by ,;,,ii societies 1' Nigeria. Thos, m"'""' ••"

provided through which their roles could be enhanced.

Th h

. h
d ummarizes

the cores of what has been discussed and found

e c apter five 1s the last c apter an s

·

h

d tions were made and at the end of the research, is

mt e research work. Also some recommen
ª

reference list of the materials consulted.

5·2 CONCLUSION b n critical agents of change and participants
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ountability, freedom of speech, 65



multi ethrtic and religious s
.

.

.

oc1ety like Nigeria b b
.

and express different intere t

Y emg an arena for all groups to debate

s openly. Democ
.

interest, identity and relig'
.

racy is not stable if people with similar

ious associate each other M . .
.

.

sa111e religious or eth
•

. .

· any SCOs m Nigeria are staffed with

me group md1cating th t 1

. .

should improve t b

ª P uraltsm 1s clearly lacking. Therefore CS

o e an arena for pl urali f d's IC 1scourse- regardless of ethnic and religious

background.

13 Civil Society Organizations should
.

7

reorganize themselves to be more coordinated and

collaborative forces that could h
· · •

ave significant impact on government decision-making

process. However they clearly la k d'
·

·

'

e coor mated effort or strategy with fragmented m goals

and operations with each pursuing th
· ·

·
·

·

eir own interest without takmg proper consultation or

communication with others. There should be a call for nationwide civil society conference

where representative could come up with a more coordinated platform with proper strategy

to further agendas more to do with national level rather than small scale ethnic line or

communal line impact. Such initiative can create a mechanism, which could potentially

empower esos across the country through technical guides related to rules and

organizational
skills.

f 4. There are civil societies with ambitious goals and strong will to democratization and peace,

however structurally weak and incapable of organizing well. Such organizations need

· through clear guidelines
that special attention should be given to

supports m every means
· ble of advertising their agendas to the world or online market

them. Because they are mcapa

.
• ft ¡ d by people

based in rural area. They should be

as these orgamzat1ons
are o en e

h
. act generated by CS actors inside Nigeria is equally

strengthened and financed so t at imp

distributed and balanced.
.

.

.

.

1

re viable and pragmatlc
role m democratic

i.;- I d
th t civil society p ays mo

r n or er to ensure a
.

basis must be geared toward proper

.
.

.

l\y m the future, emp

governance in Nigeria especia foreign donors often with skewed

. ver dependence
on

funding of eso to reduce their O

•

•

•1 ciety leaders, advocates, and non-

.

.
. d retraining

of civ1 so
.

.

interests. Also, the trammg an
.

h d mocratic system in Nigeria.

.

.

. d ermanemt
e e

.

.

members is highly imperative
an g

. position
with the state. Bemg

. I in tension
or op

.¡ 6 Finally, civil society is not snnP y
esos are always to attack the government.

't mean that
. I

.

independent from the state doesn ts in nation building by act mg as exainp e,

art of change agen

Rather the role of CS is to be P

I
I
I

i
Ill
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abide by democratic principles and a supplementary to state's implementation of what the

people desire. ln doing so, CSO will contribute very positive role in promoting democracy

and good governance in Nigeria.
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