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ABSTRACT
Ramadan is a very important month to Muslims all over the world because of the obligatory fasting
and other religious activities ordained to them there in, which attract huge reward to whoever observed
them accordingly. This fact has continued to arouse the emotion of Arabic poets across the ages since
the advent of Islam. Yoruba Arabic scholars have also participated actively in documenting their
feelings and experience towards Ramadan and its activities, but their works are yet to attract the
interest of researchers. This research therefore concentrates on the description of Ramadan, Laylatul-
Qadir and fare-well to the month in the Arabic poetry composed by selected Arabic scholars of
Yorubaland from 1980 to 2010. The objectives of this study were to: (i) identify poems on Ramadan in
Arabic poetry in Yorubaland; (ii) examine the contents of selected poems in conformity with
injunctions of the Qur’an and Traditions of the Prophet; (iii) provide detailed content analysis of
selected poems; (iv) evaluate selected poems to ascertain their level of conformity with Arabic rhetoric
and access their conformity with Arabic prosody; and (v) evaluate the conformity of the selected
poems with the grammatical rules in Arabic and the conformity of the dictions selected with the topic.
The methodologies adopted were historical and analytical. With the historical method the biography of
poets, whose works were selected were documented, while the analytical method was used for
exploring twenty poems composed by selected seventeen poets. The parameters adopted were lexical,
rhetoric, prosodic and a syntactic analysis for literary appraisal.
The findings of the study were that:

i. twenty long poems were identified and composed by seventeen poets on Ramadan and its
activities, out of thirty five;

ii. the poets were greatly influenced by the Qur’an and prophetic traditions;

ii. the detail analysis of the content of the selected poems revealed that Yoruba poets of

Ramadan covered the area of welcoming the month of Ramadan(A¢-Tarhib bi Ramadan),
its description and reward, the description of the night of majesty and its significant in
people’s life (Wasfu-Lailatul-Qadr) fare-well to Ramadan (Taodi’ Ramadan and it
culture in Yorubaland;

iv. the selected poems are of high standard and conform with the prosodic rules to a large
extent in Arabic as well as rhetoric norms. However, a view of them deviated slightly
from the prosodic rules; and

V. most of the poems selected are in conformity with the rules of Arabic grammar except a
few cases. Moreover, the selection of words by most of the poets was appropriate to a
large extent.

This study concluded that the poetic texts particularly in Islamic poems on Ramadan served as a
testimony to poetic competence of Yoruba Arabic scholars. The work therefore, recommended that
these kind of poems should be compiled as an anthology for the benefits of the scholars and translated
into major world languages.
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