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ABSTRACT

For some time now, the subject of this research has been on the front burner of
public discourse throughl incisive and engaging features. This work highlighted
the great potential of Africa and urgent developmental needs of this vital geo-
political region of the Niger Delta with critical analysis of the link between
variables of ethnicity and religion as vital instrumentalities fueling the quest for
resource control. This work has also through precise and analytical inquiries
traced the historical antecedents of resource control vis-a-vis the environment as
the main cause of conflict globally and the Niger Delta situation is such a pathetic
one due to the degree of devastation done to it and the complexity of the crisis.
The work also looked at the various governmental attempts aimed at giving
solution to resource control through requisite institutional framework like the

Niger Delta Developmend Commission and the Ministry for Niger Delta.




CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION
BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

There is no denying the fact that the issue of resource control has grossly
been misconceived, misinterpreted and misrepresented in various quarters based on
the emotional and/é)r perceptional standpoint of different individuals. Through
threats and blackmail, efforts are being made to treat the phrase “Resource Control’”
as a national shibboleth and anathema,

It is important to point out that the issue of resource control should not be
misconstrued as the peculiarity of Niger Delta arca alone, but applicable to all the
states that make up the Nigerian Federation. We must acknowledge the fact that
every state in Nigeria has its own share of resources and it is the question of how
they explore and develop it. Similarly, resource control include all natural resources
whatever they may be, depEsited or located in the country. Resource control is not
the same thing with oil control (Michael, 2001).

The issue of resource control has generated so much controversy over the
years to the extent that a lot of people have been emotionally carried away in the
way they go about their agitation or condemnation of resource control. This has been
as a result of palliative measures adopted by our leaders in solving the problem of
resource control. Rather than finding a permanent solution to the problem, the
emotion of the people was or has been manipulated and become antagonistic to

resource control by the political intrigue of our leaders.




-In regard to the above, the 17 southern governors’ forum proclaims its stand
on this issue. Its communiqué at the end of the their meeting in 2001 defines
resource control as “the practice of true federalism and natural resources and in
which the federating units express their rights to primarily control the natural
resources within their borders and make a great contribution toward the maintenance
of common services of the government at the centre” (Diamond, 1983:25). This
dogma cannot be true in its entirety as the individual and not the state is the final
repository of this general will (Dafinone, 2001). These developments underscore the
national dimensions of the T.\ligﬂr Delta problems and their relevance to the corporate
existence of Nigeria. The nation is however, yet to have a clear meaning of the
concept of resource control. One of the former Governors asking for it, Chief Lucky
Igbenidion of Edo State was reported by Thursday Newspaper of April 15, 2001 to
have defined resource control thus:

“Resource control means if I as a Benin man goes to Kebbi State and finds
gold, the resource should belong to me and not the State or the Federal Government.
All T owe the Federal Government is to pay taxes and royalties. The same principle
should apply if a Kano man comes to Edo, Delta or Bayelsa and strikes oil he only

pays royalties and taxes to the State or the Federal Government™ (Michael, D 2001).

This definition departs from a commonly held notion that resource control is
the grant of power and rights to the states to exploit the oil and mineral resources
found in their domain. ‘Lucky Igbenidion’s idea smacks of individuals taking control
of the resources which if it is adopted could further compound the miseries of the

people. The country therefore is yet to know the true meaning of resource control.

—
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Resource control in today’s political lexicon refers to the appropriation of
mineral deposits found in some states by such states. By implication where such
minerals are located they become the property of that state by alienation. This is to
enable the government of these states to pursue development programmes that will
ameliorate the burdens and sufferings of the people. The demand, strange as it
seems, is the collective desire of the people. The government responded by whittling
down this demand. to accommodate its interest by virtue of Section 162 (2) of the
1999 Constitution which gives back 13 percent of the money generated from oil
resources to the various state governments, The reason for this capitulation arose not
out of sympathy or love but because of the ferociousness with which the youths in

the oil states were advancing their course.

The Niger Delta is l1ocat':3d in Southern Nigeria, a geographical framework
mainly populated by Ijaw, Urhobo, Isoko, ltsekiri, Ibibio. Ogoni, Ikovere ethnic
nationalities spreading overa total land mass of about 70,000 square kilometers. The
region is inhabited by estimated population of 20 million Nigerians in 2000

communities.

The region is said to start from North of Agboh in Delta State, southward to
palm point just below Akassa and the Nun River Benin estuary to east of the Imo
River estuary. The entire region has various types of sediments arising from the
River Niger deposits. It has the geomorphological characteristics of acrid swamps,

mangrove vegetation ands difficult terrain that posed difficult problems for

development.

]
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The area is also home to Ogonis, the [kwerres, Ekpeyes, Ogbas, Egbemas,
Engennes, and the Abuas of Ahoada division as well as the Obolos, and the Opobo
people. In addition to the Ijaws of Western Delta are the Urhobos, Isokos, Itshekiris
and part of Kwale, In the present composition, the Niger Delta covers six states of
south-south namely Akwa-lbom, Bayelsa, Cross-River, Delta, Edo and Rivers.
However, the legislation of the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) in
2000 has further expanded the frontiers of the Niger Delta to include Abia, Imo,
Akwa-Ibom, Bayelsé, Cross River, Delta, Edo, Rivers and Ondo States thus making

the political map of the Niger Dehta to comprise nine states.

The region remains pervasively poor and underdeveloped, lacking virtually
all forms of social amenities and infrastructure, including electricity, portable water,
medical facilities, road, shelter cte. the area suffers a regrettable legacy of hunger,
high and rising unemployment, communal conflict, youth restiveness and all forms

of social insecurity.

Why is the Niger Delta region criminally neglected and devoid of meaningful
development despite its immense contribution to the nation’s economy? Who owns
the natural resources. in a federating unit (as in the case of Niger Delta)? Can there be
federal polity without federating units? Why has there been over the past decades,
strong advocates for true federalism? And how workable is it? For the purpose of our
argument on resource control it should be more appropriate rather to cast our gaze
toward OPEC countries or other oil producing developing countries whose
circumstances are more suited to us here in Nigeria. In which of the OPEC countries
ar oil producing developing countries is Tesource control practiced? What are the

antecedents and lesions available to us on the relationship between the foreign

: ]
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multinational oil companies and the various oil producing developing countries? It is
also lost on the prop;)nems of resource control that requires heavy capital investment
as oil. is a function of who invests in the venture? Which of the states where oil is
found in Nigeria has the capacity to make the massive caiaital investment either

Jointly or individually to Prospect and extract the oil therein?

As a context of both our constitutional status and international law, as a
constituent of Federal Republic of Nigeria who was created by the same entity, on
what locus can the resource controls states seek to control something which neither
the constitutional status of the country, nor those of international law accords them?
On what legal platform will they derive the power to enter into joint venture
agreement with foreign multinational oil entities? For example, which multinational
oil giant will want 1o enter into concessionary agreements on oil issues with a state
or group of states that do not have any iota of sovereign power over what is to be
agreed upon? What guarantees can such oil companies have such from such states
for the protection of its operations and investments? Hypothetically, what will a
federal government that is divested of its powers on such issues is expected to do
when legal, security and other problems arise between the resource controlling states
and the multinational company or companies? Where is the nation grasping with the
incessant hostage takings by youth militia? Can’t we take a lesson from how the
Bakassi issue has turned out? What will happen to the legal status and structure of
the Nigetian Nation-al Petroleum Company (NNPC) as a sole entity recognized to
enter into agreements with foreign oil concerns for the purpose of exploiting the
nation’s oil and gas resources? Will resource control oust the power of NNPC in this

respect? Will this lead to the formation of state oil concerns and fresh IV agreements




o

between the resource controlling states and multinational oil companies? If so, what
legal recognition will be available to such agreements locally and internationally?
How then can we extricate ourselves from the tangle web of legal and constitutional

issues that will result from this? These are questions which this research work

attempts to answer most, if not all,
STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM

Given the region’s sensitive and fragile ecosystem and in spite of the vast
resources endowment, its immense potential for socio-economic growth and its
contribution to the overall development of Nigeria, it remains increasingly under
threat of rapidly deteriorating economic and environmental conditions as well as

social tension,

This research will delve into the above problem and critically analyze the deep
seated crisis in the region which significantly constitutes a barrier towards the

enthronement of genuine unity, harmony of interest and a balanced national

development.

This research will further expound the potentials in the Niger Delta and failure
of government to address these maladies and bring it under collective consensus and
firm control as it is evident that nature has done its part by freely depositing valuable
treasures as life support systems in the Niger Delta. What remains missing is that the
Nigerian Nation-State is yet to play her role to overcome, tame and nurture the harsh

environment to ensure the overall well-being of the people of Niger Delta in

particular and the nation at l'argeA




In the recent time, the Niger Delta crises have assumed serious and dangerous
dimensions, witnessing militia groups abducting foreign workers; blow up some oil
flow stations and disrupting oil business in demand for ransom for environmental
damage from oil exploration, rising unemployment and poverty in the region. This
work attempted to succinctly and in an articulate manner have an insight to these
issues and possibly proffer solutions after a critical look at various government

intervention measures through requisite institutional framework like NDDC.

.

Clamor for true federalism, merits and demerits of resource control and
overall implication (J‘f resource control toward Nigeria’s development should also be
examined. As the character of these crises manifest and potential dynamics have
challenged the very stability of the Nigerian states and the future of the country as a
corporate entity. These are indeed fundamental premises, concrete existential
problems on the basis of which this study is not only timely but also useful and

relevant.

RESEARCH QUES’J‘IONSl

These are tentative questions to the problems raised above, which seek to be
addressed by this research work. These questions can be seen as follows:

(1 Whal are the root causes of conflicts in the Niger Delta area?

(2) To what extent is the issue of identity and resource control agitations responsible
for the conflicts? :

(3) Why is the Niger Delta still prone to conflicts despite the effort of the

government to develop the area? And to what extent has the movement sustained the

conflicts?




OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The general objectivle of the study includes an attempt to in-depth analysis or
the role of government, the polity, and to establish in precise term, how an
understanding of the tjial.ectics of these variables may help resolve the apparently
overwhelming constellation of the crises in the Niger Delta.

The specific objectives of the study include:

To examine the historical antecedents 1o the politics of resource control in Nigeria,
from the colonial epoch through the post colonial period which constitutes a barrier
towards the enthronement of genuine unity, harmony of interest and balance of
National Development.

To review the contemporary crisis and situate them in clear historical perspectives.
To examine the success and failures of economy in the crisis in Niger Delta with
special reference to the actions or inactions of the government, the policy, and the
attendant consequences.

RESEARCH ASSUMPTION

This is realistic expectations about the variables we attempt to discover the
correlation. However, these Research assumptions will provide a basis to develop
theories and adequate empirical evidence to proof the assumption.

1, the root causes of Niger Delta crisis lie in the history of the struggle for self
determination, local autonomy and democracy of the ethnic minorities in the region
which goes as far back as the second decade of the 20" century.

2, the creation of Nigeria by the British as there colony in 1914, consigned the
people of the Niger ‘Delta to the status of ethnic groups, which dominated political

life in what letter became western and eastern region in Nigeria. The initial reaction

i
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of the minorities was to protest against the perceived majoritarian stranglehold of the
three ethnic regional blocs created by Britain, Mustapha (2003:8).

3, the study assume that their agitators had no intention of undermining the structure
of the country or denying those states the oil proceeds, but that equity and fairness
must be the yardstick for the shearing of oil wealth.

SCOPE AND LIMITATION

This study is .however limited in scope specifically within the realm of the
Niger Delta region. It addresses the issue because of fear of its spread and intensity.
The study is also limited by time constraints as a result of the short duration of the
course. This however. does not undermine the validity and reliability of the positions

taken in this study.

Research comprising of Niger Delta region involves large numbers of human
resources to cover the administration of interviews and communication of
questionnaires. Besides, it also requires large sum of money to cover the research in

order to arrive at authentic conclusion.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The significance of this study is to have a hindrance of persistent call for
freedom for resource control. It will expose to policy makers to understand the
attitude of ordinary people to resource conirol. It is therefore the researcher’s
conviction and anticipation that the content to and conception of this wark will prove
as valuable asset to those who are charged with the responsibility of handling the
issue. This research would also go a long way in providing planners, supervisors,

administrators, etc with the role of reference and a source of valuable information.
.
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1.8 CONCEPTUAL CLARIFICAION

1, Resources, according to Ikporukpo 1998, is any source of economic wealth of a
country or anything of material value whether Natural or Commercial resources, for
example, Mineral, Land, Capital, Labour or Business enterprises. Natural Resources
are useful materials that we got from the earth naturally, e.g. Sunlight, Air, Crude

oil, Animals, Coal, Minerals, Plants, and Water among others.

2, Resource Control, is the grant of power and rights to the state to exploit the Qil
and Mineral Resources found in their domain by their state. That means where such

resources are located they become the property of that state by alienation.

According to Ake (1996), Resource Control generally involves acquiring political
power over resources and taken out of the lands and continental shelves or provide a

mechanism for the constraint of system resources.

3; Development, according to Rodney (1979), Development is the progressive and
transformation in any society to the extent that it lead to multi-dimensional processes
having radical implication on the economy, socio-political, cultural and

administrative fabrics of the society.

4; Underdevelopment, is segn as the other side of development, hence they are two

sides of a coin of development.

In the opinion of Rodney, Underdevelopment as it exist today expresses a particular
relationship of exploitation of one country by another. Usually exploitation of third
world countries by the developed countries, these unequal trade is propelled by the

by the triumph of capitalism on a global scale which continue to appropriate surplus

1
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values by depriving A fricans the benefit of their resources. Thus,

it is the
incapacitation of a society to restructure socio-political and economic activities with

a view to attain developmeqL




CHAPTER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

2.1.  INTRODUCTION

In this chapter, relevant literatures on resource control were reviewed from

books. journal articles, conferences and seminar papers. It also propounded the

relevant theory best suited for the study.,

22 THE DEBATE ON RESOURCE CONTROL
Although the politics of resource control cannot be said to be a new
phenomenon. it has become a topical issue of debate among scholars in various

conferences, summits and seminars.

AuwaluYadudu, the then legal adviser to Late General Sani Abacha believes that
states cannct control their resources, citing some countties of the world mostly

governed by monarchies to back his claim. In his view presented to the Committees

.

on Revenue Allocation and Fiscal Federalism and on Environment and Natural
Resources of the National Reforms Conference, the Legal luminary made the

following points ¢lear in relation to resource control.

(a) That any claim for absolute or any form of control, ownership, dominion or any

other proprietary claim by any state, being a component part of the federation, to

hand over mineral resources belonging to the federal government of Nigeria lacks

ituti < in Nigeria under International Law.
any legal or constitutional basis n Nigeria




b) That it is i
(b) ncorrect to assert that states in Nigerian federation have any claim
whatsoever t
0 mineral Tesources situated under inland. soil or on sezbed umder
Nigerian - i
o territorial water ang sovereignty, According to our laws and constittional

provisions, such resources belong to the federal government

(c) States both littoral and non-littoral, do benefit from a distribution of the

federation account on account of the derivation principle not by virtue or on the basis
of any claim of entitlement to. dominion or possession of natural resources fowsd on
their soil and adjacent to it but solely in obedience to an act of the National
Assembly passed within a specific objective and in furtherance of the provisions of

Section 162 of the 1999 Constitution,

(d) That the provision in the 1999 Constitution. which stipulates that in caledeting
the share of revenue accruing to them from the consolidated revenue distributed o

states, the derivation principle shall be accorded ... no less than

at by process of consensus building generated by well-meaning ?

walks of life and cvery part of the country during the 1999 Comstinmional

Conference. This language is flexible and fluid enough to be utilized Matieml

Assembly, when the need arises. Okonmah (1997). cited in Atseghbua. L. ez al.

During the First Republic, the derivation principle as applied strictly becauwse i

favored the northern and western regions and it is true it e

DOST

agitation for the deriwariom

period and the First Republic, there was & strong agitation for the derivation
' ion’ / This was Becase &

principle on the allocation of the federation’s revenues. This was we e

ing at a particular tme: the posmsr

' ; sidizin
northern and the western regions Were SUb



eastern region (which included the present

south-south zone) and that time the
source of revenue was the hard labour of the peasants, Ostheimer (1973:33).
In reaction to the change in attitude to the principle of derivation, Mbanefo (1993)
stated that “the speed at which the derivation principle paled into insignificance with
changes in both sources of revenue and allocation is purely a political power game.
Besides having history on their side, the oil producing states have based their case
for their derivation pri‘ncip]e in the negative side effect of mining activities in their
areas. What most people from the Niger Delta area are crying for is an increase in
the derivation fund. Their cry aceording to Governor Ibori is that “before the oil well
dries up, please allow this region to use the monies to diversify their economies so
that they can be sustained when in case the wells dry up” (Okonmah, 1997:33).
There is no point exploiting these natural resources and using the money in the way

that defies all accountability theories and then leave us high and dry when the well

dries up, (Okonmah, 1997).

The main cause of Niger Delta crisis includes greed and selfishness, deprivation
and poverty and “social injustice”. The simple meaning of social injustice according
to experts is that the same contribution equals to the same benefit. A person’s
“benefit” equals his or her “contribution” and no country should be given more when

it contributes less or be given less when it contributes more. That is the crux of the
matter in Niger Delta crisis.

To quote extensively from the editor of the Daily Independent whose writing on

page C4 on Friday, January 2, 2004 said:

—g_w____‘_,__m##__.f‘.._.w—_—n _-{ 14 }



“Non-; :
adherence. to universally approved safety and environmental

standards has left the Niger Delta Basin, where over 96 percent of oil
related operations take place, extensively devastated... massive land
and atmospheric pollution alongside local input in production
operations has remained abysmal as the multinationals source over 90
percent of their requirements, ranging from furniture and chemicals to
machines pumas platforms and personnel from their respective home
base in Europe and, the United States. This has hurt the Nigerian

economy greatly the same way as it stymied the drive for backward

integration and technology transfer”.

The idea is so simple and the prospects so exciting that you wonder how anybody
could possibly misunderstand it except as a deliberate act of confiscation. One found
the judgment delivered by Hon. Justice T.A. Odunowo on 16" February, 2000 in
Suit Number FHC/LCS/689/95 involving Elugushi and others Vs the Attorney
General of the Federation and others most pertinent to the issue of resource control.

He had this to say:

It must be emphasized that as of now, land is to Lagos State what oil and gas

represent to the oil producing states.

His conclusion therefore was the essential resources of Lagos State must continue

10 be controlled by that state. It cannot be different from other national resources. All

states of the federation must resource control their natural resources. It has been

documented that the plundering of the resources of the Niger Delta people and their

struggle against exploitation, environmental degradation and control of their




resources date back to the chatte] slavery era in the Sixteenth Century, (Okonta and

Douglas, 2001). This continued into the colonial era till date. However, the publicity

and tempo of the Struggle increased with the formation of the Movement for the

Survival of Ogoni People for its development.

In the same vein, in October, 1999 the Movement of the Survival of Ethnic

Nationality (MOSISEND) among other things demanded for the right of the Tjaw to
control their natural resources. Hence Kiama declaration among other things asserted

the right of the ljaw people to ownership and control of their lives and resources.

Kiama 1998 Declaration affirmed that:

All land and natural resources (including mineral resources within the
ljaw territory belong to Ijaw community and are the basis of our
survival. We cease to recognize all undemocratic decrees that rob our
peop]e/commﬁnitics of the right to ownership and control of our lives
and resources, which were enacted without our participated and consent
include the land use decree and the petroleum decree etc, (Kiama

Declaration, 1998:12).

The provision of the constitution is merely an aspiration of political will of the
government that lacked the basic legal condiment. Environmental protection should

be fundamental legal right of the citizens and this is applicable to developing

countries such as South Arica, Burkina Faso, India, China and others, The right to

good environment is closely associated to a right to minimum quality of life and

anything that affects health physically, emotions and means of livelihood threatens

life itself (Smith, 1998).

ST w__#_,ﬂ._ﬁ_...{ 16 }—_



After five
months of heateq debates of National Constitutional Conference

(CONFAB 2014),

> Intense lobbying, horses trading and mud’s clinging by 492,

delegates representing varioys interests across the country, the National Conference

has finally ended.

Many delegates played various roles in propagating their agenda thus, adopting all

manners of strategies to ensure that their interests were protected. The agenda that
generated heated arguments are South-South which referred as the region that lays
the golden egg, the Niger-Delta delegates were led to the conference by former
Federal Commissioner and Ijaw leader, Chief Edwin Clark. He is also the self

appointed political father of the immediate past President Goodluck Jonathan.

Clark led the South-South delegates at the conference providing them adequate
political cover, the chiel went extra mile to issue both direct and veiled threats
against what he termed “parasitic” regions who constituted themselves as cog in the

wheel of progress for their agenda (Constitutional Conference Reform 2014).

Raymond Dokpesi was at the conference under the platform of the media, but he
switched from his professional calling to become the “Chief Executor” of his Niger- [
Delta l;egions plan. Annkio Briggs is a Federal government’s delegation from Niger-

Delta who advocated for the total control of resources by the Niger-Delta with

vehemence.
Chief Victor Attar former Akwa-Ibom Governor was the Chief Diplomatic of the
1€ 1

; H manded respect as & gentleman and Pan-Nigerian even while
region. He com

advocating for the Niger-Delta.
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Feom ¥he Northern pan
part of the Country for instance, Yadudu a former Presidential
Adivisser. hemdiad the N i
Northern delegation, he defended the letters and spirit of the
QESIITON. whenever g
& cnever there was any attempt to flout it as confab rejects new

cemsnRamon. hattle shifis 1o National Assembly

23 RESPONSES

TOTHE C HALLENGES OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Imdesmanlized oo = el . g
Imdusmsulized countries and developing ones alike realize that the threat to the

SENIORNRSTE 1= 2 olobi] o . : 4 T
2 mnent 1% 2 global concern. Accordingly, the UN regional organization and

NGOs fuve sponsored surmits and conventions on the environment. The UN

spemsorad summits include the 1972 Stockholm Summit tagged UN Conference on

Eavirons &nd Development: the 1992 Rio de Janeiro Earth Summit; the Kyoto
Sumens (pronocol on the environment) 1997 and the 2002 Johannesburg Summit on
Sespmmtile Development. (Mason, 1992:34).

Folliomomgz the UN Apenda 21 adopted at the Rio Summit, the global community
s to adopt a collective action in facing the global challenge of

adztion. The United Nations Environmental Programmed

+1d Bank were to finance water projects to the tune of $300 million

P mmd WeoTi

svironment Facility (GEF). (Ikporukpo 1998).

"

4frican countries formed an African ministerial conference on
10l

w Agval 2000

Wiseria as its president. This form accords African countries the
epvizatnsnt wiln Nigend &

. i roblems. Environmental
. i n on environmental pi

1ake collective acliol
G 73 e

| for sustainable development is thus included in the agenda for
Profecmion a5 2 100! 107

e ptegration.
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However, the situation ; .
100 1n the Niger Dejyy is better explain by Ololajulo (2006:3)
who pointed out that resoyree control has become a permanent feature of the

instability in th i : :
ins ty € region leading 1o hostilities and affecting the economic well being

f the people. :
0 people. Thus, these tensions between social identities and resource control

itations T e ;
agitations are the issue thig Study examines as the possible root of the conflicts and

subsequent underdevelopment that have become part of the defining characteristics

of the life of communities in the Niger Delta region.

According to Ikporukpo (1998:15-17), the cause of the Ogoni-Andoni and the
Okrika — Ogoni inter communal conflicts are all related to the role played by
resource control agitations from colonial times to oil exploitation activities in the
area. He also noted that the policies and programmes of governments and oil
companies addresses mainly the conflicts between petroleum exploitation and

livelihood, the collapse of rural — urban leakages and the land disputes/community

crisis (Ikporukpo 1998:48). The above problems led to the establishment of some

government agencies such as Niger Delta Development Board (NDDB, 1961) The
Niger Delta River Basin Development Authority (NDBDA, 1976) The oil mineral

|
. : |
producing areas Development Commission (OMPADEC) The Niger Delta i

Development Commission (NDDC, 2000) and the Niger Delta Ministry in (2009) to %

ities in the area.
provide succor and develop the communities in ¢

24 ENVIRONMENT AND POLITICS OF RESOURCE CONTROL IN

NIGERIA . S d thei
Rio Summit of 1992, states that “indigenous pecple an their
Principle 22 of the Rio
rinciple ' environme“tal management and development
m

4y . le
communities have a vital ™©
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duly support their idemities. Culture and int, Vi
'-‘ A Interests and enable their effective
articipation in th i nl
p p [ achleveme t of Sustainable dcvelopmen[” Moreover, Principle
16 (polluter pa inci ,
(p pays principle), Encleavour’s 1o promote the internationalization of

environmental
costs and the use of €Conomic instruments, taking into account the
h e O
approach that the polluter should principle, bear the cost of pollatian, with doe

.
ard to ic interests : : .
reg public interests and without disturbing international trade and investment,

(Mason, 1992:32).

It is in response to-these UN Principles on environment that Ken SaroWiwa

prepared the Ogoni people over natural resources found in ogoni land and a
commensurate compensation by the oil multinational companies (MNCs) that have
polluted their environment and threatened their aqua-culture. The refusal by the
federal government to oblige Ogoni people their request and subsequent execution of
. =
Ken ASaroWiwa in 1995 by the Abacha government expanded the horizon of the i
|
environment and resource control agenda in Nigerian Politics. Since then the people
of Niger Delta have been clamoring for the restructuring of the country with a view

to instituting true federalism. In concrete terms this means that each state of the

natural resources found in its

-

federation will own all or substantial proportion of the

tbtiio St the rénls and royalties paid on the exploitation of such mineral
Ty, Pe

. t by the respective states in order to
: ; federal governmen
tesources is to be paid to the

i tion 1998).
assist in developing other parts of the country, (Kiama Declaration )

~ontrol: which way forward? Argues
in hi i itled Resource Con
Ayo Dumoye, in his article 1i
1 Niger Delta area
that th um for resource control by governors in the Nig
at the momentum
i following reasons:
increaseqd during the Fourth Republic because of the 10 g
ased during

. 2 = }——



The mjusti i T
( ) an i quty thaI cha acteri ed the
ce d 1ne Z dlStll

resources, particularly o revenue

b) The issue of derivas
(b) Erivation as g fundamentg] principle of revenue allocation

(C) Poor infrastructure in Nigeria, especially in the Niger Delt
a.

(d) Democratization which has made people free 1o express themselves, unlike

during the military era when syuch fundamental rights and freedom were violently

suppressed.

(e) Retaliatory measure taken by Southern states in response to the introduction of

the Sharia in some Northertt states.

(f) Systematic destruction of the ecosystem in the oil producing area, which led to

environmental degradation, pollution, acid rain and unemployment/poverty.

(g) Failure of the multinational oil companies to contribute to the socio-economic

development of the oil producing states.

(h) Activities of the unemployed youths.

(i) Resource control used as a vote catching ploy for politicians during general

elections, (Dunmoye 2002:7).

; ISM
25 RESOURCE CONTROL AND FEDERALI

jsm 1 itutional system under
‘Awolowo (1968) “federalism is a constitutional sy
According to AW .
iti ited in subjection to the
A icular territory are politically united in subj
which the people of any pa
: in all matters and for all
over them m 2
ent supreme :
tontrol, not of one governm . 3 i
: divine sphere of its own,
ch g.upreme mna
5 vernments &2
Purposes, but a number of £0
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- | t”. This is
cardinal and gives rise (o the rti £
the assertion that in a trye federal arrangement, no level
: no level o
government is subordi v en,
Q]'dl]'lalt‘ one to other. but rather al] tiEI'S Of governm

' ! t are to co-
ordinate one with another,

Notwith; ing Nigeria‘e hi
standing Nigeria's history of the 19505 has attested to the reality of

codified federalism and it wa

as the only established time of political freedom in the

country, the essential of federalism was demonstrated by a deliberate quest of all

Nigerians with intention for a transparent and unique government that would

respond to the needs of the generality without distinctive phrases.

Federalism as practiced in Nigeria today is a far cry frem what true federalism
represents. As the nation awakens to the realities of its ethnic, religious, political
diversities and corporate existence, the structure of her federalist claims has to be
revisited and refocused. True federalism in other opinions promotes accelerated
economic development, it unifies and binds people together, it triggers intellectual

dialogue and provokes a healthy rivalry in revenue generation. Federalism as

practiced today is likened to a lion chasing an antelope anid squeezing out life from it

(the lion represents the federal govemment). This present strueme: bas psHdged

itself a ctopus firmly gripping the federating units with its poisonous clutch and
S an o G

constantly dictating its destiny.

independence practiccd rationalistic federalism. The country was
Nigeria at indep! .
. Each region uperatcd independently without undue
grouped into reglons.
inubu’s argument of true fiscal
interf; d hindrance from the top. Bola Tioy
ericrence an 1 - it
i : oht direction. He argued that it is
f ical issues” series step in a right
ederalism is his “critic S




ch of the 36 states in Nigeri.
each e 36 states in Nigeria should be empowered (by a federal constitution) o

e charge of thei
take ge of their resources and pay taxes and other fiscal obligations to the

government at the centre (Adebis;. 1998).

x

ntortunately. the devolution of powers, political and fiscal which started in

1954 continued in the 1960 Constitution and affirmed in the Republican Constitution

of 1963 with some amendments by the founding fathers of the Nigerian Federalism
had its provisions violently suspended in part and amended by the military coupes in
1966. (Asobie 1998:26-28). Though none of the pre-military governance constitution
could qualify as “original act of the people of Nigeria” ASobie, (1998:22) the
distortions and damage to the constitutional provisions by subsequent authoritarian

military administrative fiats through the instruments ol oo and- el St

created serious tension among the nationalities. classes and social groups in Nigeria.

From the foregoing. Wwe €an se¢ that Nigeria is a federation by name but a
feudal empire in practice or 4 unitary system in RS -']_3}[ 3 power-o fthl;
e titmmional coup 'clat the central go\.cmmem is given authority to appropriate a
the revenme from the juicy TESOUrCes in the country which it in turn dispenses to the
E ts according 10 criteria which are blatantly unfair (Darah,
States and local governmen ¢ foudal rather than fiscal federalism that
y 0

2001), ft is this political econ®™
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run sustainable Programmes

“Nigeri i

; f sy gerans are getting tired of 4] these emotional

efence of moribun, itative f;

4 and exploitatjye federal systerm that only leads to the ignob
eads to the ignoble

situation where the rest of X
1 of the country will pe €xpected to catch cold each time the
ederal government sneeze .
fi g 1E€ZES out some toxic air, If Nigeria was not a fraudulent
lism and a jack
federal Jack booth of dcmncracy. the issue of resource control would have

been long settled either through a national conference or the proper interpretation or

areview of constitution (Asobie, 1998:29-36)

2.6 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

We are concerned with the search for democratic theory and the philosophical
undertones behind such theory. Theory refers (o a set of paradigmatic, postulations,
and propositions propounded to explain a given phenomenon. It is by no means
possible to exhaust all the academic theories propounded on the struggle for resource

control. Against this backgtound we shall consider and analyze a particular theory

and situate its relevance 1o our study. The theory we shall focus on is the Frustration

Aggression Theory.

The rationale behind the adoption of the above theory is not farfetched. This is
e rationale be E

3 sscription and prescription of
owing to the fact that the theory accommodates both deseription P p
o the
i i is is in line with the
th - the Niger Delta which is our focal peint. This is in
e developments in the NIg ' .
:ons of various dimensions.
discontent and long term of neglect that breed tensions
ntent and long

o e




361 FRUSTRATION AGGRESSION THEOR
FORY

from achieving a goal. their frustration js f;
s on s likely to typn 1 :
O aggression, (Gurr 1970:35-
37). The closer you ge 1
37 YOU BeL 10 goal, the greater the excitement and expectation of the

pleasures. Thus the closer You are, the more frustrated you get by being held back.

There was some evidence Supporting this hypothesis. Doob and Sears (1939)

reported that when participants were asked to imagine f; tustrating and non-frustrating

situations. they generally felt angry in the frustrating situations. This hypothesis was

attached because it failed to account for Justified and unjustified frustration, Other
critics pointed to environmental cues to aggression. such as Berkowitz's (1962)
aggression effect. Aggressive action is a behavior aimed at causing either physical or
psvchological pain: Aronson et “al (1997) as aggression is an emotional reaction and
it is very hard to measure. The most common way aggression is measured in lab

studies is by asking people to give electric shocks. Other ways include getting them

Fo oy @ h a button to
1o punch a doll. to verbally rate how aggressive they felt, or to punc ul

er. these are subjective and people have different
their aggression on a scale. However, Thc )
/ ies as to what causes
i ) sion. There arc however many theories
Perspectives of aggression. ..
i : eople and youth militants
1 ively vis-d-vis the reaction of the peop
People to act apgressively VK i
i 14 region. When we are blocked from
Bl listic realm of the Niger Delta reglo
Violently in pluralistic et ion
ation can then lead to aggression,
ation, Frustration
chievi - 1ogds to frustratio
achieving our goals this leads . foms
ea
isplaced an
n be disp

Sometimes this frustration ¢& r when we are

it is I‘lBXPCCted’ o
Sed when it 1
dc 5 ¢ e an be 1 cred 3

Pression. Frustration




pearer to our goal when it i blockeg, y
> You gre s
hing in fn ; Ore likely to et angry
for pushing ont of yoy if you an g 2TV at someone
) e

seored in fhe
Quene i v %
queue- 2 ¢ that if you are both in the

262 RELATIVE DEPRIVATION

e perception of air dispar;
The percep an unfair disparity between ones sityagi
) 3 Stluation and that of others

when people feel that they deserve
\ ¢ more than they have got. thi
\ a s can lead to

Wession. his dOL’S not alwavs ha per in tt = you
I I n the poorest areas. as i
S 5 mlght expect,

as it is about what people feel they deserve, It oceurs when people compare what

they have to what others around them have. It

also

improving and expectations are rising but are not met (Jo

According to Rummel (200Q8). Relative Deprivation is defin

perception
of discrepancy among themselves, it assumes some criterion of the jusiness or
faimess of what is due.

12] change and

In social science, Relative Deprivation theory 1s

e in other to

' . . 2 take acti
movements according to which people take ac

n thist others possess

i ities. status. ot ™
acquire something, for instance. opportunities. std
o ‘ritics claim ve Deprivation
and which they believe they should have too. LTl
Y erme rently do not
\ joint moveren ¥
theory does not explain why S0m< people jomnt @

benefit them directly (BerkowitZ L

263 CUE AROUSAL THEORY

i does mot mecessarily
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h frustratie?

cpmullus 1o spark the

According to this theory. althot acianed
s he L
ad 10 aggression. There neses &
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if someone then laughed g y

Greene 1982).

Cue Arousal theory in the

s predisposition tows i :
s owards violent actions. Contexqua] factors co
0rs come in to play and

¢ an individual interprets the wi.. ..
how Interprets the Sttuational cues a1 hand best presdicts Whahil s
: edicts whether this

athlete wills exhibits aggression,

Frustration causes an increase in arousal but aggression only occurs if there are

socially acceptable cues present. For xxample. frustration by blocking of goal

increase arousal, anger and present of aggressive cues (Berkowitz 1969),

264 EXCITATION TRANSFER THEORY

This theory suggests that arousal [rom one situation can be transferred to

another situation. For example, a number of participants were provoked by verbal

ey e

abuse. Half then went and did some exercise and half d

e clectric shocks to the peop
participants then had the chance 10 gIVC electric: shacks B

5

8= <

: - o shocks than the ol
abused. The people that did the exercise gave more shocks than ©

3 o (pansferred into aggression. (Bryant
. . orcise was trans

showed that the arousal from the CXCrEE

and Miron, 2003:31-59).

mption that excitation respomses

... hased on the assy o

itati > is hased ¢

E nsfer theory -

b ly by what emotions the brain assigns o
Yy ‘. 3 v

sted onl}

e ambiguous and are differentt
them,
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1) excited emotional reaction, The — i
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265 SOCIAL LEARNING THE(Ry

If a child is rewarded for being ypw

= eETCSSIVe that behavigr ig IS ivests

i = -S s hilea — i

weinforced and is more likely to he repeated. For example. 4 ehilg mits: anunt it
. act s avohierr i

and the second child gives up his oy, The first child has been rewardesi)
) : Deen rewardesi oo Huer

violence. so will probably bg violent again in the future, (Bandura 1971

Social Learning theory. most recently Walter Micheal utiding on the werid oo

Rotter and Bandura (1971) frame the determinants of human hehavior in 1atiésin

situations in terms of “person variables™ This includes compet

v i b e

expectations, subject values, self regulation and plans

Social learning theory has its roots in the behaviorist notlon

i i i arming. particularly as shaped by remioress
behavior as being determined by learning. |

. -y \bert 1071:593), Tluss. Seocd
the form of reward and punishment. (Bandura and
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:86). |
1956 Normally commit, (Smiep

ity as an instrument for eXtracting d
capac 20oods ;

despite the modemization proce
Processes and the various stages of
Ot development
n plural

societies. All these have the; i
e their socig] and cultyrg]
contexts. Hene,
; ¢, as Hyden

198394) ints out, e 2 i
( po each Llhﬂlca”y }JJUIHI COUHLI‘)’ would d vV
need to device strategii
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or checks and balances 2signe € I m
nicity (and indeed other

hlrﬂl (eﬂdeﬂci C i
pl €s) rather than 1gnore or S\"n“CE‘p them under the carpet because o their
i

insensitivity.

Out of sheer anger and disguise. the people of Niger Delta felt that they are
been neglected and deservé more than they got which led to frustration and then

aggression in relation to relative deprivation theory. They compare what they have to

what other people especially the north have around them, This is as a result of
palliative measures taking by our Jcaders in solving the problem of resource o
Th : . have heen manipulated into misplaced
¢ emotions of the pcnplc were or have
X yONiS 9 t: - =
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CL delegate to the Abuja march from the Niger Delta

ESaNed 3 90 Suhi amy ogr e 3 3
Sthm amy Jonger 1o the situation where Nigerian states rob Paul to

Tisrpam =

o

n of the Niger Delta people is based on the premise that

he introduction of the full Islamic Legal System in some

on the “will of the people™ then there should be no outrage on

control as it is also based on the “will of the people” in

ium. According to Dr. Peter Odili, “the reason for the agitation

ble them 1o providing lasting infrastructural facilities in which sustainable

y

f

mpowerment of the people can be anchored and that it is a ery for

Justice, egquity, and simply put a cry for the people everywhere.

.

Lastly. one of the position is that rather than proffer a lasting solution to issue
of resource control, the federal government has failed to pay in the full the meager
13% revenue guaranteed in the constitution i.e. instead of obeying the constitution

. ; < :
and Paying the money owed to the oil states, President Obasanjo’s government wert
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g1 METHODOLOGY AMD Backaromm
OF

s THE
AREA STUDY

3.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter deals with the methodology adopted in this study and political
economy of Nigeria. The chapter therefore analyses the trends, issues, and general
patterns of post indepcnd'em Nigeria as an impelling foundation upon which
pluralistic tendencies as an anathema toward national unity inevitably emerged. It
also examines the organic link between class formation, ethnic conflict, and

regionalism. as intervening variables in the politics of resource control.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This refers to method used in data collection. This is a critical analysis which

i i r es Wi g is ' ks, magazines,
relies mainly on secondary sources with content analysis of textboo g

journals (most specifically newspapers) to obtain information and scholarly view on

theoretical perspectives of the crisis in the Niger Delta.

.’

, METHODS OF DATA COLLECTION

The data were inductively coded and manually analyzed, taking into
e da

i ;. The study employed
ideration the historical nature of the topic of study. The y emp
considera S
1 - magazines, News
ces of data with content analysis of text books, magi
secondary sour ‘
: oo -
d holarly views on theoretical perspectives methods of data
i 1s and s¢
papets, journd

collections.

S

_W,,.._M,A,{ 33 }—r—__,—mW__H-




METHODS OF DATA ANALYSs

This is analysis of th
€ causes i
. causes of conflicts that mostly lead to violence. The
data collected were inductive coded and man
ual

- lly analyzed base on secondary
sources and they were i
Y Were subjected largely to inductive and descriptive analysis

providing a narrative account of the phenomenon

THE NIGERIAN NATION

Located between latitude 420° and 14° North, and between longitudes 320°
and 143° East, Nigeria’s geographical space is 923,768 square kilometers and thus
according to Awolowo (1968:295), becomes the ninth largest country in the world
with the combined sizes of France, Belgium and United Kingdom or according to
Nelson (1982:12) the sizes of Texas, Louisiana, and Mississippi combined. Nigeria's
coastline stretches a space of over 700 kilometers while the coastal area of the
Northern limits covers & distance of about 1.040 kilometers. The east to west
distance is about 1,120 kilometers. The current statistics puts Nigeria as the most
populous country in Africa with an estimated population of over 180 million people

and the abode of virtually all black race in Africa.

i i family has now evolved over centuries of
Nigeria’s ancient three language y

Vi istorica i i egi i Te recent
1 i es in d]iferent gﬁOglﬂplllCa] regions, 1r to a mo

i ist | experlenc S 1 t

diverse h

i ations and cultures. This mixed bag of original
neity of nations an

and complex heteroge i
different langueges and exclusive localities wrapped together as Nigeria
nations with differe .
i 47:47). This

ibed as @ geographical expression (Awolowo, 19 )

has been descrl




overdrawn cliché has cong
Nuously beep redressed through soc;
socializatio,

strategies. and processes (Otite, 197, :300) T

The validity of Aw conce; 1 T taly
3 Awolowo’ i
0 S cont Pt applies to othe countries such as Ital

Dudley. 1973) and i
( y also 10 Belgium (Kane, 1980:22) which has been on the verge of
oving fr itary i i
moving Irom unitary to a regionalized Structure as a result of confrontations between

Flemish and Waloon primbrdial natmnalism(1968:237)- This is seen by analytical

scholars as an overdrawn perspective of socio-culturally artificiality.

BACKGROUND STUDY OF NIGER DELTA

History reminds us that Niger Delta as a region predates Nigeria’s emergence
as a British colony by at least a decade. Britain’s Niger Delta protectorate were
already well established by the middle 1880s and the late 1890s before further
British interest to the formation of southern Nigeria in 1990. In the decades before
Second World War, many Niger Delta communities have their own local leaders

isti is CIMSE in service of their people while serving the British.
who distinguished themselyes in service P

Only as a result of Arthur Richard reforms of 1946 that regional representation
nly S :

becomes important in British colonial arrangements. The people’s experiences with

he treacherous British policies served them well and the leaders who emerged to
the

represent them in the late 1940s.

; - i lta. It was agitation by the ljaw
eri bounds in the Niger De
Some experience @ | s
les League that led to the creation by the British of Rivers province in
Rivers Peoples g |
d during this p'cri@d that the Niger Delta Congress was founded
1947. It was here atl 2 | :
uality - vantaged people o
Harold Dapp2 Biriye to fight equality for the disadvantag
by the young Haro 3
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pimself s head while before he wag gef;
Cated

2 on the [t dav 1
iti : Y, hi i
known in the political history of Nigeria a5 A 18 Tebellion became
welve-

day revolution.

s OF THE CONFLICT I 1y wig g D
. ELTA

their roots in the di o . oy
scovery of oil, exploitation, and exploration and production

activities by the oil multi nationals in the late 19505, The Niger Delta, a lush of

mangrove swamps. rainforests and swampland is the site of rich oil and natural gas
reserves in Nigeria. Oil accounts for about 90% of Nigerian exports and more than
80% of government revenue. Despite being the richest geo-political region in terms

of natural resource endowment, the Niger Delta potential for sustainable

development however remains unfulfilled and is now increasingly threatened by

environmental devastation and worsening economic conditions.

Incidental to and indeed compounding this ccological devastation is the

political marginalization and total oppression of the people. In spite of the enormous
otiad to live in pristine conditions in
. el , peaple continue
wealth accrued from their land, the pe
= i nd schools. The late
the ab f electricity, pipe borme Wateh hospital, housing &
€ absence of electricity, o
Ken SaroWiwa summed it up by describing
. - o en -
environmentalist and minority crusader.

his 500,000 Ogo
e irlmrrlalional]’ZEl

. pcople in the Niger Delta to have been
i

the pitiable situation of tion of the Ogoni case 1990

d extinction- Th

consigned to slavery an Delta’s P
Niger D€

light.

e e
committed a global audience into

S
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disease and poverty flourished.

As a result of neo- s
neo-colonization, that effect the continued marginalization

impacted on Niger Delta’s, more so the south-south by the over lordship of the
federal government with culprits such as the majority ethnic groups who have been
subjected to perpetual poverty and progressively they have also compelled the area
to swamps and tagged it as pambits of extra-plant beings as circumstances has
contaminated the Nigerian States. The federal management has destined the south-
south to a systematic circumstantial termination including the communities where

the oils are located, which are syndromes of cxeessive dictatorial government

system.

.

The relentless exploita

tion of natural resources of the area without due

compensation for the environmental hazards it has occasioned, has g;ven ns:v to
i in de { ransom) aimed at seeking

youth restiveness (of recent hostage takings n demand © - |

tedress for over forty five ¥ears of neglect and deprivation. The Niger Dfﬂ:

ent A classical oxample of how ecologic:

environmental problems pres y cnmonmcma[ o
rces

Marginalization, depletion G - hat Dr. Hassan Adamu, former Minister

- this reason B4

culminated into crisis. It 18 fo

{ 38 Y=




environment by the oil busipeg
S and the peg
; ple felt

that the Nigeri

; : ian

shown itself to be incapable of inlel‘vening : g government has
0 prote

¢t them,

There €xXists a 10[ of di 1d¢ bt’(‘)vepn the . i
v - ng Dehd people. In fact d
1ger 1V1s10ns

between the Niger Delt seri ers. Th
g 4 are as serious ag those between them and outsiders.
. These

intra-Delta antagonisms e e antipathi
in gomsms embrace antipathies like Tjaw versus Itsekiri, Ttsekiri versus

‘ 2 5 L
Urhobo. Ogoni versus Okrikaete, these antagonisms have been made worse by the

presence of oil and the discriminatory and environmental depredatory activities of

multinational oil companies in the area as the environmental problems become more
severe, aggravated. and prolonged. they caused societal instability, civil strife and
eventual turmoil. Since the end of the 1980s and the beginning of 1990s, the Niger

Delta has been a hot bed of communal conflicts. The inter-ethnic conflict became

setious as an aftermath of the annulment of June 12. Inter ethnic conflict. also occur

for instance between the Nembe/Kalabari. Okpona/Brass ete which were

communities of Jjaw extraction. The conflicts were fuelled by the harassment of out
¢ h surveillance, arrests and
i ; ,overnment  througl
spoken community leaders by g

detention,

oduced to {he crisis with the oil companies
T

" a1 1

. cl’]S]On was 1m

By 1998, a new dim ; hostage taking and demands for ransoms
f host:

: - argels O

and their contractors becoming hereas the conflict in

. or Delta area, where

the Niger

¥ - ook over

hy the belhgerent yOuthS that t e conﬁiCtS in Delta State between the

rod[}]larsn

the Niger Delta is often over i
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S

{ 39 }”fﬁ’fﬂ




village to Ogidigben, an Ttsekiri

: . is, which
has claimed many lives inCluding those of solg
Oldie;

Crupts now and again,
5 T, policemen and ojl
. company
rsonnel. The Niger isis i
o ger Delta erisis is not only a national problems; it is a alobal
; it is a glol

problem that deserves serioug attention. The world has long seen Nigeri

igena as a non-

stable economy and a sinkhole that could swallow their investment

The United Nations Environmental Programmed (UNEP) report of June 1999

provided an overview of environmental conditions, resources and conilicts. It gave a
proposition that a growing trend in international and intra-national conflict appears
to be linked to the deteriorating environmental conditions and resources. The most
common elements around which conflicts can crupt are water flow, diversion,

Stalinization. floods. and pollution. Resource depletion issues like deforestation, soil

erosion. desertification. flooding and pollution commonly cause indirect

international or indirect intra-national conflict The report went forth to reveal that
e 1 cars that the vast majority of

from empirical evidence acrToss all categories, it appears ¢ Lt

3 el Joping nations.

environmentally related conflicts e i deveIOPTE

; ver access to Tesource
disputes and violence €0 erupt ©

The notion that dispu
1 access to land and

ve been fought ove
i wars have
rnational
appears common place. Inte e

he link petween env

; h . indeed t
Water since biblical times, inde ccades. Their causes and effects are

nized for d

cog
Outbreak of conflicts have beer ¢




society. In other words, conflict ig gy nfulfy f e
CLis driven by unfiy] lled needs th le b
¢ people be it in

o v official neole 4
- ke by officia neglect, Persecution and depig) of human rights, i itivi
ATOVO S, insensitivity

0l 0iSm  as 3 i ‘
r e 1l S ar gance of power on the side of Some
5 we as arrogan =} W leaders. These

ignificantly contribute . .
s & bute to the escalation of a conflict,

THE PROBLEMATIQUE ABOUT RESOURCE CONTROL

Demand for more equitable and privilege treatment by the oil producing
minorities of the Niger Delta, as well as struggle by them and other minorities to

redress power imbalances in the country which made them internally colonized

people are not new. The Niger Delta communities have been protesting the injustices

peacefully for decades and they have been in the vanguard focusing on the “national

question” as a problem notwithstanding the Ogoni uprising from the early 1990s and
iwa i ] 1995 by the then
the consequent execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa in November 10, ¥

Jjaw communities consequent upon the Kiama

military junta, the military invasion of - .
A : £ 1998 to 1999 marked the new interesting

i 1o Odi Direct Action ©
Declaration, and the. Odi e g5, 5

interface in expanding the horizon of the PY
: A4Y
Nigeria. Mustapha. A. R- (2003:14) 5
. federal government and the
flict do not ;volve only the fe
ies i & i i of the
Th parties in the e arily, the grievances

- tionals.

.1 oltinationd
Niger Delta’s but also the oil M ol
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Niger Delta’s have involveq thr,
€ closely iy,
ter

related pyy r
- firstly that all laws relating to o expl analytically distinet fssyes
Orati

The conflict has there
herefore been made complex and worse by the goal-blocking

aviors™ practi r the pars
beh practiced by the parties. The government continues to marginalize the

people militarizing the area, suppressing intellectualism e.g. the killing of Isaac

Boro, Ken Saro-Wiwa, Professor Claude Ake and kidnapping of expatriate oil

company workers and demand of ransom, and repeated invasion and blockading of
oil installations. In 1993 for instance. it is claimed that the operations and activities
of Shell were disrupted by ‘about a hundred communal disturbances, leading to the

loss of some 12 mission barrels of crude oil worth about 369 billion naira.

The companies despite all these continue to invest into oil exploration in the

Niger Delta and have at most times been linked to equipping the federal military for

the militarization of the Niger Delta. In all, the government wants to continuously

W—— il companics have refused to pack up
Maintain the region for revenu¢ put poses. the 0 D
: 7 them by civil groups due
from th ion in spite of her several ultimatums given 1o y
e region in s 3 _
s ] sion and the Niger Delta
to hey derive in the oil husiness 11 the regi
4 its the
he huge profits they 4 in their demand for development,
gaanC

more or " .
v . These goa]-blockmg behaviors

People have now .
for a long 10

: m
something that has been denied the fict prevention mechanisms.
lea h to be desired and havejeopﬂrdized e

Ve much to be des




Furthermore,

lhe Whole =
conflict has
been COMpoundeq
of the people. The p ¥ the cultura] patterns

CC pl acr T
S 9
ple C()IlSldEI theli la 1d to )€ Sac; ed_ fo L 15 the source of thej

by refusal to accept ch;

context behavior,

1IC UNDERP —
STRATEGIC UNDERF INN[N(JS ABOUT THE CRISIS TN Tog T,

Agreed that the devastation of the environment is the key factor in the

x Niger Delta in Niperia larte o
comple g elta in Nigeria, let’s consider underdevelopment as a source of

tension. This tension may be managed by appropriate institutional structures, which

avert degeneration into conflict. but without economic growth there can be no
generalized access to health education. and other elements of social well-being. The
employment policies of the oil companies too are lopsided with the Niger Delta
youths always denied. Moreover the less people benefit from the system, the less

interest it has in the survival of the system. Basically, profits or satisfaction derived

from a functioning economy or system create an interest in avoiding conflict, which

c the tensi -ven the latler process
will prove morc c()s‘lly than managcmcm of the tension even 1l pi

. Jise, The people of Niger Delta presently living in the dark
fequire some coOmpromist. |
y technology and have therefore felt that

3 P a

. eonce of modern de
stone ages in the presence © ) '
ge P [ {heir resources. The issue of resource

i > lo
! , Jemanding & contre
€nough is enough by demanding It is about the development of the
e Ct ear. R
control today goes far beyond what we can h f 2
D + seria comes from. Th
th of Nigena
i ere 1he weal
i toeria, Where
most backward area in Niger i
outhern
ation with other 8 .
elta governments in collabor nment. The judicial option ofithe
VE! i

] go
. th the Teder?
Currently in judicial logla™ =B




U{lﬂd level. i i
or IHSIHHCC. N most of lhe hOSl Communit;
F Ul'llthS,

. ; . oil companies like
Shell locations lies part in the migqye of villages, in
- - > In Iront and back gardens that
ay a part S ibili
shoul ) particular responsibility on Shell o be absolutely cautious in its

ions. Envi ivists opj
operati ronmental activists opined that the Company remains negligent and

R S Baro- Wiwa in championing the cause outrightly and clearly put in this

way. that “the Niger Delta. one of the richest areas on earth is today a fragile

ecosystem. He wonders why rich oil companies with abundance of knowledge and
material resources available to them should treat the area with such callous
indifference™. He constdered the loss of the Niger River Delta a loss to all mankind

and therefore regards Shell’s despoliation of the area as a crime to all humanity.

Despite his laving his life for the cause of the Niger Delta in general and his Ogoni

i inati e
people in particular. successive governments, the oil multinationals and th

n arc a f i sustai CV options
iﬂtﬁlna['“ 1 nili-.q are & 11 vet to fashion out :.ustdmable dL\ﬁlOplnent p
ional com €3 3

) i gi ch Report on
f i b‘].l\ of he LOP]C Ul‘ he Niger Delta region (RES port
the survivabpiiit} iy cal

Conflict and Integration. 2002:83)-

d equity, faimess,
A : 7 he people deman
Ths of the Niger Delta issu¢ 18 that the P : :
- o i rom whom so
- +ion on the basis ©
ibution of the wealth of nation
d justice in the distributio e
m i e amoun

1d be returned: quite som b
much s taken, so much shou - cal significant development has been
1p

put no 1€€

i jon
has been earned from this &!




c N 3, .
To address the problems f Sy '&er Delta for development.
nNimenta]

degrada =
infrastructural developmen;' stat lion, unemployment and
5 € govemments of

this regj

S gion are askj

control inspite of the 130, allocatio . re asking for resource
Oon the

: principle of deriyag :
producing states. etivation to the oil

Under Nigeria's law. o; ]
; > 0il wealth which is the bone of contention in the conflict
ic

belongs to the feder: —— .
2 eral government, and in a critical analysis, the laws were never

made with the consent of the people of Niger Delta and other minorities even though

the preamble of the constitution reads as follows:

“We the people of the Federal Republic of Nigeria having and

solemnly resolved to live in unity and harmony... provide for a

constitution for the purpose of promating the good government

and welfare. of all persons in the country. on the principles of

freedom, equality. justice and for the purpose of consalidating
the unity of our people. do herehy make, enact and give
A. = 98:27) cited from the
ourselves to the constitution Asobic, (1998:27) cite

1999. constitution page L

an i 0 v nce and
d quall[y. g od governal

sured ecedom

nsur fr

s has not € = :
§ = ot ger Della. The theory of equitable

le of the Ni

Promoted the welfare of the PECP | regions and

{ al
y al development ©
teonomy development stipulated 7 ol




elta ang its peaple, The region is the
most underdeveloped in the Country,

Be that as it may, the situatiop n the N

ger Deltg involves g
o and survival by
relevan

struggle for
Y the varigyg actors with;




41. INTRODUCTION

Nigeria's plural context which ig ;
eXt which g mheremly conflictual ing the
, be general

characteristics of several plura] societies, has g y

. ) . WL attention fo. two major
phenomena, which is ethnicity and class a5 critical areas of analysis. Perspectives
based on these analyses have flourished bug without producing monocausal
explanations of Nigeria's socio-political problems, especially in the areas of national
integration and economic development. The best insight in the Nigerian context have
been shed by bringing cthn{cit}' and class into some form of dialectical relationship,
while emphasizing the significance of other salient variables such as religion and

socio-spatial properties as well.

42.DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

arious societies in the areas where the call for

From a social perspective, the v

arguably the most factionalized within the
are 2 J

resource control is emanating e
iz litical history of the area
; . of the social and po
¢ study of t

Nigeri ili his classi ) i
gerian milieu. In ne late Kenneth Dike attributed this to

: lioe Jta. t
tifled “Trade and Politics in the NIE¢! o

gtive influence

or the centuries; which cumulatively
5 oV

the impact of foreign neg orks and structures in the various

£ social net¥

e of perpetual social and political
tate

: ic 0

helped to destroy the socil fabric
L . inas
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ferment, Michael (2001)- _
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Societa] conflj
1ct
g AN : . With Powerfy] individuals o
aither singly or in alliance wigy oy vals, city states,
Wagi

Mg Perpetug]

= 5 i wars against
gver trading rights for such jiemq 28 Tiquor, o gainst one another
» Slaveg,

| | » Palm oil and second
pand clothes from Europe. From Jaja of Opobo to Ki
e

ng of Akassa to nana of

of Bakana. Smith 1. O. (199g),

Today,

the situation is no different. ;] bearing communities and those who
were platforms flow stations, and pipelines of oil companies run through are
perpetually at war over who get what from the oil multinationals and their service
companics. Communities routinely fight over who owns what land and who should
control lucrative contracts, employment and empowerment opportunities that come
from oil companies. Only recently. two neighboring kindred communities in one of

the states at the forefront of the resource control issue Jaid waste to one another

killing local government officials and a pregnant woman on account of which of the

communiti n the land earmarked for oil drilling by a prominent multinational
unities ow

company operating in the area.

ad inter group crises that cover the whole of
ar

In this deadly cocktail of intra

|d fittingly be the oil that would fuel more
wou

the Niger Delta. resource control

Jling field warse than anywhere else in Africa
t kallin

ises turning the area into 0N¢ vas |
which had to !
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Wi .
How well a nation Performs 1odqy
€conom;

depends i some ways, £ i cally, politically, ang socially

1 ity B T e i ‘
ingenuity of the United States started with the creativity, boldness and vision of its

founding fathers as reflected in their ability to craft an enduring constitution and a
working definition of federalism for the world. As Nelson Rockefeller notes in “the
future of federalism™. federalism is a government by which a sovereign people, for
their greater progress and protection, yield a portion of their sovercignty to a

political system that has more than one centre sovercign power, energy and

. ; e or levels of sove the power
creativity... and no one of those centres or levels of government has p o

destroy another Asobie, 2. 1998).

wanrques innovations and support and
iti - 1oeal gystemn encourages MU
In addition, the federal syste
and prevents excesses, and it invites
4

@courages diversity of thoughts and beliefs

: ' affecting the people. This
inventjve | dership to work toward solution to problems & 2
niive ership to .
ea p : ers between the national, state and local
n of pow!

balance is achieved though the VISt ties atall

soral ecutive authori
o iydicial and €%
Jegislative: J

goveﬂﬁnems Sohe separatiorl i rm to its basic

g with the S

- ted to confo
I ystem 13 expec
®¥els and any nation toyin -
y natio g
dasa fru
®ets withoyt which it would 1ot pe regarde




The major drawbacyq
F‘ variables in their tend
-Nigcﬂa- the extreme ethn

nfdmjcity lures writers an

iy Nerpretationg given to the
) S Monge
i ausa] “Xplanationg of the problems
Ism jp Nigerig, a5 well as gyrep,
4 :
Mierpreterg into feeling g,

connected with nationa] integration_ €Conomig g
CVy

e explained in terms of ethnicity,

gth and ubiquity

at every Problem in Nigeria

elopment and related cases must

Likewiga
1kewise scholars especially those who are

ions including protests. rofe - i
relations g p TOLS. corruption, wealth and materialism and even

ethmicity as a plural tendency are given class explanations

The history of extractive mineral production. which today is limited to oil and

gas. presents & study on the one hand. in extreme frustration on the part of those in
whose land and territorial waters such minerals are found. and on the other hand,
aggravation on the part of legitimate exploiters. [ sav legitimate because there has
been a lot of illegal mining and large scale theft of our oil and solid minerals. It
occurred to me that there could be an acceptable solution.

Vigeri > military tested the new oil
ined 255 10 power in Nigeria. the military te
The military gained access
weal b idati ir arip on power. They
‘od ways of consolidating their grip
th and quickly devised W&

hceeds On eXcess materialism. The
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The northern governgrg have ref,

Clused

0

3 ) Jjoin issues i :
counterparts in their quest for Tesource ¢q W st
ntrol, Th

¢ former

BB Al ModuSherit as o governor of Borno State,
ganst calls 1
or resou; s :
embody . Ice control — I caution

Ali Sharif w, i
warned. His position on this matter clearly

shows he is bereft of good ers i Ontro|
il und standing and insights on what Tesource ¢ 1
ntrol and

federahsm (8} 38 . he W ors argue that the
frue fTer his state. In 1dCl. nost of the northe governors
g f

are lacking in resources amd im
plored the i
south not to be selfish with the oil God
deposited in their soil since the constitution of Nigeria did not favour their claims

and demands.

When communities in the volatile region were not in conflict with oil

multinationals over land rights or compensation for environmental damage, they

were in dispute with government over more aceess 1o oil wealth, or locked in
conflict with one another over claims to ownership of areas where Al GEiesaE
&ompanying benefits are sited. But with the Niger Delta Development
t up to redress ihe decades of neglect suffered by the oil

 Commission (NDDC) s¢
nt has also been

oo fell, the povernme
Tegion, finally gearing up [0 make its impact fe
, i '
i in the regiofn.
: o ilitary presence 1
Mplementing a policy of strengthening 1S military 7

€ T rotection of troops — & 1
Nige Delta are under the P!
¥ cilities in the N1 ities and militants
g the d'sm n ry communl!
0 i ris by ang

1 : 5 3 f oil expo ‘ -
I t ending the dl pting pment set up in Octoberapr851demla1
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I
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mdciefmmed by the result of oi] industry Operati
SITY operations. 0j] k i
- | s. Oil keeps the factories of the
” ; ¢s working and Provides the revenues. which
s. which enable oil
exporters to execute ambitious national and economic devel 1
velopment plans. The

march of progress would be retarded and life itself
ife itself would be unbearable if the world
was deprived of oil. That is why oil has become the concern of eovernment. a vital
ingredient of their politics and a crucial factor in political and diplomatic strategies
gies.

0il has been given the image of a big business ruled by naked politics and

dominated by ruthless men who are sensitive to nothing clse other than their profit. \
) o p Wy
Y
. i
'7‘\
As a result of various factors and because oil companies did and do make {
lempting targets, many uggricvccl youths in the Delta resort to direct action to extract
= . ada oil © werties for their
o o : B .« They invade oil company prope .
compensation for their pcn.uwd Joses. They |
e eyil companies typically negotiate release ¢
ived hc : ; jown facilitics. (il companies P i
Rrceived hostage and shut ¢ e
il

; avi o vouths™ modest
. 1 alative case by paying the you
Of captured pcrwnncl and propertics with relative & p
l s of companies to pay
; he willingness ¢
tnsom, This strategy creates & “moral pazard™ T

. This strategy  iness leading © s
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e i this luc
Tsom  stimulates  1mitators ol dtoa general sense of anarchy
ouths and 104
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hOld U Ansom. AS the 1
me fi

ipspired and soon followed suit. TSt gangs, others were

43, ECONOMIC IMPLICATION OF RESOURCE con
- TROL

The political imrigues involved in the issues of resource control has beclouded
the senses of our leaders to the economic implication and the merit of resource
control for instance. studies and scientific finding have shown that in the next 10 to
20 years time. oil will cease to be relevant in the global economy. The question here
s that what will be fate of Nigerian economy then? Will Nigeria wait until this iy

happens before diversifying and reducing the over dependence on oil as now. This Vi

can be achicved through finding a Jasting solution to the problem of resource control.

That is to encourage agriculture which will bring hack our groundnut pyramids,
|
boo: eloping i ¢ploit our
w5 well as developing ideas to exp!
5t cocoa fz 5 d pal roduce. ¢te. 45 we
a farms. and palm p

¢ country for export in order to Liji
iapped mineral resources that

lives across th
oy and enhance development.
¥nerate more fi Ci},-l'l exchange 10 boost our economy and €

re foreign €
. hESOURCE CONTROL
. R NAL {ON OF RESOUR
4. CONSTITUTIONAL S
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Section 1 of the Minera] Ordinanc
e

Act of 1945
solonial office. stipulated that “the eny; Promulgated by the British
entire property and land in Nigeria and of all
(V)

fvers. streams. and water source, throughout Nigeris -
o N1gena is and shall be rested in the

m‘n_ (British Colonial GO\’emmcn“

At independence in 1960 i
. the
e founding fathers who assumed the rulership of
west d = o el H
sothern. western and  southern regions respectively drastically amended this
shaoxious ordinance. They agree 1o fashion the 1963 republican constitution in such
& manner that it legitimized the regions control of not less than 50% of all revenue

accruing from the mineral and natural resources within their territories.
.

This arrangement has changed during Gowon regime. Political expediency

necessitated the splitting of former 3 regions into 12 states. at the same time crude
petroleum (oil) became the mainstay of the cconomy. These developments facilitate
the commandeering of the ast natural resources of the southern minorities by the 3
Major ethnic groups. Gow on regime maostly Jominated by Hausa and Yoruba after
' e 50% derivation policy entered into by e

te defear of Biafra’s abolished th

naClCd Decr

tut i :ded in parts that

o N0.9 of 1972 which provided 1 P

Constinyti e e

ion. The regime © | i

g Is in their mmmental shelves are abrog
inerals :

e as well as royalties,

“the rights of the regions of t

! e
Ownership and titled of the territord
' g froms O ®
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Lo ﬁl}m seaward
W 0 1 State dre vested i'n lhe fe
f Ih deral

o constitutional principle is bageq o 120 EOVemment and toqgy
© derivation formu
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mﬂg\wzFimﬂy. if a state and Tegion are allowed th
| ¢ control of their resources under

'mewerk of true federalism, yoyu will found
) nd that you do not have to really

develop the region for the states at the s

© Same pace. States that are naturally endowed
will be free to tap their own resources. Those that are not so well endowed will be
more creative and show more initiative to seck alternative source of survival. This
will create competition and gives room for rapid development in other words if
esource control becomes the rule. states which have been complacent will being to

make genuine efforts to develop {heir awn resource in order to contribute to national

development and growth of our economy. Secondly. over dependence on oil is a

. s ] : -
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outh east too because we all

have TesOUrces in our vario
1S zones. All they need to do is to exploit their territories

and they will find resource that will sustain them and which they will enj
enjoy.

The demerits of resource control on the other hand may be that if the federal
g R 1 stripped of its ownership and control rights, in favour of states, it
won’t be long before communities, families, and individuals in area within the state
begin to demand for ownership and control right too and this may lead to chaos,
anarchy. and civil disorder. Secondly, if resource control is achieved, the resources
will be under the control of new governors, some of them who have spent the last
seven (7) years dazzling their hapless citizenry in garish ostentation some governors
may end up using the resources of the state themselves against political opponents

and become a highly sophisticated international gangsters.

Thirdly, resource control will lead to 3 situation where states with vast

i o5 1 T vi in l‘aslructures in their areas and fo
Q. ~gOUICES 0 pro ide 1 T
resources may use their 1€

! ses dry and thereby creating lopsided
their own benefit, Jeaving states without resources ry

hly, Nigeria is the largest federation in the African continent that
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other nations. The day We w Nigeria in jeopatdy as any

; ing 1
mark the beginning ©f puthng
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51. SUMMARY

The discourse i i i
. on T.hlls topic politics of resource control within the Nigerian
plural nation state espoused the impact of these pluralistic variables. Principally
ethnicity, religion and regionalism on the integration/unity process in the country’s
body polity. This workr attempts in examining the intervening variables. The size of
the state, character of the ruling class and the nature of their ethnic relations —as

they have been operating in the plural context vis-a-vis the call for resource control,

in respect of these disturbing realities one can hardly talk about, successful revenue

allocation formula and final solution to the issue of resource control.

Despite the prevailing formidable constraints presented by internal political

environment, the call for resource control still {hrives; this is owing to the

democratization processes which accorded preater freedom 0 the people coupled

; : i thi
with the d ing intensity of the crisis in the Niger Delta region.The debate on the
eepen
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Jtans. Ownership is not the i
1'© question, The debate i like w,
- i | € need the money and it
“oncept. We need 1o hxghlight
the conse,
quences of oil and gas

itation and ex \ i
c;pk)l‘ ploratmn on ou . :
and people. It is

‘ 150 i

lenge is to redress th e

S e damage, the NDDC cannot address. [t
58. It is in the interest of

Nigeria for the damage to Niger Delta to be e
€ssed.

As Nigeri iti
geria awakencd polmcally. each state demand more co 1 ]
ntrol over the

uses of its resources, income and planni
ning o i
g on the basis of developmental needs gave
rise to the principle of derivation, however, accelerating uneven development and
disunity were the direct consequences of the intensive and extensive use of the

derivation formula. Derivation was essentially a destabilizing principle (Philip,

1996:153). However. the under pinning agenda today is resource control. The
clamour is for adequate compensation, a cry for the redistribution of revenue

allocation formula and nothing more based on the philosophy of equity and justice.

Resource control and true federalism debate may in fact by symptomatic of

i - > - ocere leaders with narrow interest
even deeper malaise. a fixation on the part of nsin

that negates their very oath of office. At the bottom of it all is the reluctance to part,

2 i ino the years of
compounded with a culture of arbitrariness that we acquired during Y
ed wi €

52. CONCLUSION

[ the most significant causes of social
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overall political and economic developme
nt of

the countr
i in Ni Y. It
{he ethnic problem in Nigeria is indeeq - has been argued that
nat

poliﬁcai economy approach, this study

lace .
‘ places much emphasis on the manipulative
iendencies of the elite and the

ruling class :

g class towards satisfying their age long interests
‘ " o o > VA sile a3 H
4 the expense of the vast. silent majority of Nigerians thus constituting obstacle to

meaningful solution to the resource control dilemma

It is ironic that Nigeria is yet to feel the outcome of resolutions at the United
Nations earth summit which took place in Rio de Janeiro about half a century ago.
The federal government seen not to have fully understood the implications of being
unjust to any part of the country especially by depriving the citizenry of their God
given wealth. The effect of oil explorations and exploitation are everywhere in
evidence in the Niger Delta Marine life is virtually extinct, indigenous occupational
industries are comatose. Erosion is 2 widespread menace pollution of the very

est in everything from the fishing

’ : . neople mani
sources of life for the ordinary people ™

equipment to the drinking watcer.
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quantum terms. Such interventions sho
S uld however be hal i
anced side by side the
larger Interest of not creating conditions for unhealthy regjonal dichotomies in term
y €S 1In S
of wealth and dcveinpmen} in the country. Oil is a national patrimony which all

collectively as Nigerians own and for which defence many have fought and died.

53 RECOMMENDATIONS

The issue of resource control is an inherent pluralistic realm has become an
p

intractable problem partly because few attempts have tackled the basis for its

survival, that is. the destruction of those areas of incentives which are manipulated to

sustain the phenomenon. Awarc of this problem. various Nigeria governments have

endeavoured to solve the problcm while at the same time inadvertently encouraging

af Wi elf in trying to both
its salience. Thus Nigeria has more of less been at war with hers trying
E ; s Nig

s Fioais di snces, re“‘lonﬂlism and
discourage and implicitly ehcourage ethnicity. religious differen g
re and implictth ‘
men ry i s < at this research
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The oil and gas companies should engyp,
£ i
P : sure the Integrity of their pipelines and in
; ge. the best j ry
i St industry 1echnol(>gy should be emp] d
es ‘0‘ P v mployed to affect
mediation. In addit il ¢
ion. the oil and £as companies shoulg undertake urgent |
gent remova

of toxie, widespread gas throughout the Niger Dejtg

In addressing the environmental challenges facing the Niger Delta region,
adequately. it would advisable to start from the rural communities, which constitute
over 70 percent of the regions total population and harbours most of the oil wells.
All the problems associated with oil and gas exploration, ranging from
epvironmental degmdaliou.‘loss of farm land and marine life are solely borne by the
rural dwellers. The oil and gas industries should cither alone or in partnership with
the oil producing companics embarked upon small and medium scale industries.

Such industries should be based on raw materials sources from the local area.

The much needed political will should be cultivated to develop the Niger

. iees i the region.
Delta with a view to addressing various crises in the reg

. reviewed and strict compliance

Th : imnmcllml laws hould be Tevi
e existing ¢nv - ‘ .
. jnitiated by industries for
ot programmes
iti ayelopment P

should be .ed. In addition. dev . -
il he people from conception to completion s0
volve the P

their host communitics should M

ainable
that the development may b sustain?




oil which degenerated into varieties of conflj Cing sole dependence on
& iCts.

The federal and state
ove G
governments ang private investors (foreign and local)
0C:

d set up industries arou
shoul nd the commodities and raw materials obtainabl
obtainable in the

wrea such as rice. fish. sharp sand i :
i el industries etc of particular interest are the 1
¢ the rice

Peremabiri - .
fields of Peremabirilsampou in Bayelsa State which are capable of supplying the

w entire West African sub-region.

One of the biggest challenges facing the Niger Delta people and its leaders
lies in designing appropriate political and economic framework that would ensure
the protection of local communitics. The Niger Delta states must come together and
pull their resources together for regional development. Investments in mutually
beneficial infrastructure such as railways. communications and agro-allied industries ;

with special emphasis on fishing. farming and manufacturing will be ideal. f

Finally, Communal ( onflicts. Sacial Identity and Resource Control agitations

ation. injustice. uneven distribution of

in the Niger Delta are products of exploit d |
i iew ienificance of crude ;

commg lth and litical marginalization fn view of the sig

on wealth and pell
& f the Federal

. 1 enue and N developmmtal goals 0

o1l eco : conal Teve |

e { the Niger Delta Regiont should develop

a

peace and Stability in the Region in
&

el t th
Government of Nigeria, it 1 importan

 well brin
for justice aid equity- This may well

Particular and Nigeria in Gen°r™"
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