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of /hi, research work iFulani HerrJsmen Acliv;rnment Reside11t3 as

ign was used for

? pubUc thot they d,,
WI no1hing ha, been done
J¡jtributed to the citizens?

.

.

-

•-:· vu,,ermnem, one o/1he qur:stions ruked did the
cllizenJ in

_the .fO?th-We.itenr part ofMt,ena made
l?eir opinion. known about the activilies of

the Fu/am herd:.men;), lhe response fu the questwn reiiealed that 80% which represenfr
tMjorlty of the respondents agree

!hª! the citizens /11 lhe :,mrlh-weslem part ofNige_ria madetheir opinion known abow the ac11vi11,:,1 of the Fulani herdsmen, and aMther quest!/Jn a.riceddid (he Fulani
herdm:en stop their ham¡(¡i! ac:Mlies beca11.5e of Jhe peopü: 's op/rlion?

1'he_

ruporue fo this questwn revealed âwt 91!%
wl11chrcpr¡,se,us_the mq¡o1·i1yof1he

respondei?:,
disagree rhar the Fulani herdsmen .lfvp !heir harmfilf CJC/Nilles bec'tmse of the peoplesopl11{on.

Keywords: Public Opinion, Fulani Herdsmen, Ibarap,1 residt<11fa, Influcu{"e,As!>es?ment.
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?.JJ Background to the Study

f\Jblic opinion, an aggregate of the individual views, attitLJdcs, and beliefs about a particular
_IOPÍ?

expressed by a significant proportion ofa
communlty, (Davison, 2020).

The term public opinion was derived from the Frencl1 opinion publique whid1 wfls first used

in
1588 by Michel de Montaign? in the second edition {)f hi? fasays (çh. XXII). The F'rtm::h

tffllJ also appears in the 176 ! work Julil.!, or the New Helt)]se by JeJ.n-Jacques Rousseau

(KW1 and Friedri<:h, 2011).

CliAPTEa ONJt

INT11onucr10N

The emergence of public
..

opinion as a ?ígnificJ.nt force
.

'lhe !ate 17th centur't' H

in lhe polltic.il realm can be d d

.

.
. owc,e,, opinioc lrnd bees ,m,ded a; h

.

me ta

Smee far earlier. Medieval fama bl'

_, "'mg ,icg;;lac impmi.mce

pu ¡ç;1orvo.\ d fomncornmunishad

Importance from the I 'ih d

gieatleg,,I ,md social

public
. .

" an 131h ccntucb °'""''· I.atee, William Shekespea? c,\l,d

:

op1mon the "mistress of sucms" an<l Bbise Pascal thm,ght ii "°' "Ih.

t-
world'' {Daniel and Thelma 2003)

e queen of the

I .

,
.

, lnh1s treatise A E

,

n ssay Concerning Human Uaders1andiag'
John Lookcconside ·d t"

''W

? ,,,\man

",

" subject to thn:<: laws: the di1•ine Jaw, th< civil Jaw aad most import'"tly ia Looke's

:Judg.ment. the law of opinion onepu<ation.
He ,og.-ded th• 1,ue1 .a of the highesl

=¡:;a,¡,.,rlance because dislike and ill opinion
force people

to confonn in theil boh.viouc to

?

?I norms, hawever he didn't consid<r public opinion " • s,irable influoace fo,

?ents (Daniel and 'lltelma. 2003).

I-his1612 e,soyOn the o,iglo&l_..¡l'lot""ºf°""""'"
.... WilJiall) Tomplo¡¡aveane'1ly

j?llilon t>ftllo ?lltliÓ!'w?'?'.S0""5?1)¡al
""""' vosln?llf

.

"""?1hltlríÍ'#lf,
.

.· ,;:;·,it¡''-,.¿>."---ffl'l1III



'"""""" whieh subjects !)Owe, to
autho,n¡,". T

1

.

eJnp e

dtsagl'eed With the prevalent opinion
:Ífill II< buis of governmont lay in • 'Ocia I '°"'1act "'d thought that gov.mmeat was m«ely¦.:.:..?.··

toexistduetothefavourofpubJicopinion[O
·

¡

?.
• an1e and Thelma, 2003).''Ih< ¡,mquisites for the emergence of a public sph,.,, wen,

mo,oasing ie,ols of literacy

'

wlú<h was spurre<l on by the
Reformation, whkh

eneou,ag,<f iodi,tdaa!s to ce,d the Bible lntie vernacular, and the rapidly ex.pa.tiding pri11ting presses. During the 18th century religious
ruer,ture was replaced with secular literature, novels and ¡,arnphlets. In parallel to this was
the growth in reading societies and clubs. Al che rum of the cenrnry the fi?t circlllating

d ·,n London and the public librurv becam? widespread .ind av.uilflille to the
library opene

•

public (Kurt and Friedrich, 20 I l ).

1.l Statement of the Probleln

Public opinion, an aggregate of the
. .

,

mJ1vidual vkw?, ;lltitu<le
.

topic, expressed bv as ·r,·

s,
a,d bdds,b°"" portkol"

.
• ign1 •?ant proportion ofa c0mmunlty.

'

The researcher observed that !here haw bé"en a lot of public vlews n tJ

- .

llerdsmen in the south-westc
. . .

.

" '"""''"" of eo1?1

m par1 nf Nigeria, the put-He \'iews a.re stated b;;Jow

• Fulani herdsmen are insmiments from the Federal Go?'emment

Fulani herdsmen are subdivision ofBokoharam

• The guns with the Fulani herdsmen are supplied by the govemment

t above public opinions are to mention a few of the opinioo of tho poblic on the ,cti,ities

¡trui.n1
herdsmen in the south·- part of Nigeria,

llt, 'Cse&r<her wants to - lb< publiO opinJo!11"Í..,..,
,.. if it m-0"""°' tite Fulani

T"-'•OOlivktotia!lle?,.,.,?
•.

. ·••

- l-"'';.r,.;W-ii?:.,.,:i-i,,r'•?;;,..¡,,:;,;
..¿¡x'

'ú.i:-."'•'i/lifl



objectives of this stlldy among others arc:
To detern,;ne if the

teSpondent,
lmdenstand What public opinion

is.
? ¡, To examine if the

respondents know Who the Folan¡
hecdsmen are.

=
J. To access if the activities of the Fulani

hecdsmcc
ace peaceful ornot.4_ To evaluate if the public opinion on Foloni he.dsm,n hos influence oa thei, acti,itiesin the South.Western pan ofNigeria

, Research QuestionsJ.,

¡1

H

Do the respondents understand whm public opinion is?

2. Do the respondents know who the f-ulani '1tc>rdsrnc:n.sre?

3, Are the activities ofthe Fulani hcrdsme11 peaceful or not?

4, Does the public opinion on fulJ.ní herd,:men han! l11fluem;e {ln tbéir activities in the

South•Wcstem part ofNigeri¡¡?

l.S Significance of the Study

The following are the significance of this study:

,

lhe results or this study will educate both the state government mid the Federal government

;,.offhe opinion of the public on the at:tidties of the Fulani h?rdsmen

?'nüs
research will educate media pr!'lctitioners

on the influellce of public o_piníon on Fulaní

?'-wsmen activities in the south•westem part ofN[g:eria.

?' , ·

bodv of literature for füture researchers

!"" research will be a c0ntributio11 to the ex1stnlS ,

?g • similar topic
'

.

1



I !/
j,....roh intends to f0¢us on the

residents
oflborapa loe,¡¡ºº""""'º'""' ofOyo Stote

'·
i? and complete analysis of data

Li.mltatlon of the Study

ii• major challenges to encounter are·

7l

7 Loguage barrier: This is a challenge that occurs in a research work becinm: not all the

Ji respondents undcrst.:ind English language, which might rn:1!:.e the researcher explain to the

?ndents in a language they understand.

Unilli11goess to respon<l to question: This problem might be faced irt the course of this

ttudy. Some who arc wlth the information migh! decide r101 t0 share.

Money: Since the go\·ernment is not funding resea.l'd1, the rese;,rc.h1;:r wíll be left with no

option tlrnn to cover the arca her furtds c,m reach,

1.8 Ope
·

?

rational Definition of Terms

' Aueument· Th· s

·
.

• I IS the action or an instance ofnrnking ajlldgment é'tboutsomething

lnftueuce: Th'
,

.

rs IS füe capacity to have an ertect on the cfa1racter, development, or beha?'iour

f

of someone or something, or the effect itself

:.hhüc' Opinion: This is anaggn,gate
of the individuo! views, ,ttitudes, and beliefs ,bom,

[

particular topic, expressed
by• signifi'"'' proportion of, community.

•,k11vJH

·
·

!

'" These .,. the condition in whiclt thin8' ,,. happeo,ng
or l,eíug dooe.

:,ti.J.11 a.,...men, 1'ho,8 .,. ? « ,oml-tt_,¡;cpul,!ti
people who"' ? II



: jJ Coueptual Review

Ci!Anea l'Wo
LITER,\ TL'RE n.""VIEW

•
:rJ,J Concept of Public Opinion

r
Publíc opinion is one of the most fi

, .

re-quentfy evoked terms in
.

t,as1c level, public opinion represents peo le' .

American politics. At the most

go,·ernment and politics Ho -

p s collect1ye preferences on matte? relakd to
.

WC\'Cr, public Opiniori is a compJex h

have developed a varietv of inte .

P cnomenon, and aholar,;
- rpretJ.Jions of what Pl!blk: o

..

holds that indlvidu ¡

· .

pmion means. One perspective
fl opinions matter; !h<êrcfore, lhe opinion, of the majorily :Jiould be

weighed more heavil.\ tha · ·'n opm1011s of thL: minority when leaders make decisíons A

contrasting view maintains thal public opinion is co11trolkd by organized gTllups, government

leaders, and media elitl"S. The opinions of those in po?itio11? tlfpower or who have access ttl

lhose in power carry lhe mos! wcigl11 (SJ.ylordotor¡;:,2il1S)

Public opinion ís often made concrete through q¡1estions asked on poUs. Polit1cians routinely

cite public opinion polls to justiÍ)' their support of or opposition to public policies. Candidates

use public opinion strategically to establish 1hemselves c1s front-run11ers or underdogs ln

Campaigns. Interest groups and political p.irties use public. opinion po!ls to promote their

<:auscs. The mass media incorp0rote rc:pons
of publíc opinion into news story about

Covemment and politics (saylordotorg,
2018)
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or d0es count the

most--individuals, groups, or

élubfic opinion, an aggregate of the
individual vi""· anitude,, and beliefs about a pa<tioutu''!opie, expressed by a

significant
Proponion of •

oommuuity Some $Oho!," Ire" t,,,w,gate as a synthesis of the Views of all o, a cenaio >egment of wciety; °'"'" roganl it"?
1 collection of many dilfoing or

opposing ,iews Wrdiog in l918, tho Amerio?o

r

/ ,cciologist Charles Horton Cooley emphasiz,d public opioion as a process ofio1ornot;,n sadmulual influence rather than a state of broad ¡¡greé'rnent. 111c Amerlcan political &:ienti.?tV.O,
Kty defined pub líe opinion in 196 I a?

find it pmdent to heed." Subsi;:quent ;1dvance.s in ?tatistical and demographíc an.ilysi? led by

lhe 1990s to an understanding of public opinion .is the collective vkw of a defined

p:,pulacion, such as a parlicular demograpl1ic or ethnic grnup (Davison, 2020)

Tbe influence of public o inio
.

force
,

p n is not restricted to potltks and ?le
.

m many other spheres suei , .
I

cttom, It ;, a pos.rfül

d"

•
t as°" toro, fasltioa, 1;1er,ture ,cd li

open mg, aod markctin d

. .

" ,rts, coos.mer

The
,

g an publ,c rclat>ons (D"ison, 2020).

aggregation of the
· •· ,

,•

?

views ot mdi"dttalS ia soei et• The idee ofpohr
..

'l'ostem r
,

" opirnoa hosroots ¡0

?'

po titea! thought that go back to the ,ighteeoth ecotury ,1t,ou h t

_

4'1cl:earlicr .

.

-

• g reated,deru;go

¡,

and can even be found m the works ot Plato ,od Aristotle. Th .
_

?

·--

?
<Oil Is derived from the coo«pt ofl'opinioa publiqtte populari,cd by Rousseau (Sean,

-- i
=

rY81$ continue to be divided on a p!OCise
detinition of tho concept Tmclitional definitions

?bik opinion had streStf'd th? ?.
of

oliteS..
and those

b<St.
intimncd in ...,?ty. The

;-.oíloienlilit??•!lleeol1Y,...oü,llt?i..1oajll0tilio1tt;onin
llttlllplri<al ... •-?,,

??l!tt1llli1?11

i ?

\'

1'!:':

,'_,



lOOS about whose Opinion sho U1d or d0es
co-unt the(saylordotorg, 2018).

most-individuais, groups, cir

;fpbfü; opinion, an aggregate of the
individuc1f views .

' attitudes, arid beliefs about a particularllifÍ", expressed by a
significant

Prnponion of
a

commuo,ity. Some SCholm !ft,t "'t aggrc-gate as a synthesis of the views of all3'
·

orª certain segment of society; others regard it a.?_; a collection of many diffe,ing o,
opposing clews. Welting in 1918, the Amen"'-",OOíologístCharles Horton Cooley emphasized p11blic opinion as a prncess ofimc:raction and

mutual influence rather than a state ofbro.Jd agre<.:'ment. Th? American politlc:al sc:ienti?tv.o.
Key defined publk opinion in 196 i as "oplr1ions l1eld by ?ri vate- per?ons which grwemtnL::nts
find ii prudent ro heed.'' Subsequent 11dvancc.:? in stafoticJ! ílnd denrngraphic analysis led by

die 1990s ro an under,1anding of pllblic opi11i0n Js tht- <:o[lec-.rive vkw of a defmed

populalion, such as a p,mkular dcmographíc or oethnic group (Davison, 2020),

1be irlfluence of pub)'•
.

h., opinion is nor restrJCted t

!bree in many othc, ,phms such

o polilics m,d ekxtions. It is a powed,I

IJ)<ndin

'
as'"''""', fashico, literntme m,d th

g, and mn,kcting and public rel,tions (O"•iso" "(120'

, arts, coas.mee

.'

The aggcegation of the v . . .

,
•

¡.

iiW

,cws ofmd,v,duals ;,society The idesofp,hlicc
..

•.
e,t,m political th

pm,on h,srno? ia

t¡,.,

ought that go back to the eighteenth 0e,rucv ,Ith h

: •
k wlier and

.

,, ocg related ideo, go

,,

can even be found ,n the wo,k.s of Pwto ,nd Aristotle Th

-f!>Won is de
.

· ' """ p,blic

¡

Cived from the concept ofl'opinion publique popula,i,cd by Ro ..

•.

usscau(Sean,

e¡,\,
? continue to be divided on a preciso

definition of lhe concept Tnulition? definitions

?ic opinion had -ood tb• illfluen<O
ofelitff ,nd tho&O best informed in -,,;,ty.Tho

? of S¢ieDôlil> IQIIWI' ? 1" ""'wll' ¡wcDlloll! ,....,- lcdto • p,<>lit;,n,?on ¡.

Z'::""'."?
?-?

· ·· · ·
·

..
•·

··

.. ;iw.!J!!ll1IIH

?
\:•



oftoo shape opinion,_ For
CXanipic_ "'°Ple Who hold attitUdcs sltoogly m fam, of

equality support P•blic
Policie,

designed to limit
discrimination io holl$ing and

opinion can be defined most
generically as the S>m of many infüid.,,J opiaioa,. More

.

ofpubHc opinion place g,eat°' weight co indioidoal, majo,ity, gm,p, 0' elite

?ficnotionsS
onsidering policy decisions.--:,piion when e

f.

fi.1,1.l
Briel History of Public Opinion

f·
1

•'Tbe emergence of public opinion as a sigrllficant force ir1 the politka! realn1 CE.n be dated to
l

? .ibl late 17th century; howe,,·er, opinion had been ri:garded as hti.víng singular imporranc.-e
:·

1Jl]Ce far earlier. Medieval fama publica or vox ct f:ut1.1 cummunis h¡¡d great legal and social

:importance from the 12th and 13th cenlmles ortw(1rd. Later, \\'illiam Sh.;kespean: ça}]ed

public opinion the "rnislress of success'' und ffü1is1o Pílsç¡¡I thought it was "tf1c queen üfthe

:..td''.

l?bis treatise, An Essay Concerning !fuman Underst,mdingc,John Locke considered that

? was subject to three laws: the- di\'íne law, th? civil law and most importantly· in Locke's

?ent. the Jaw of opinion or reputation. He regarded the latter as of the highest

=-- .. ?-

be
. .

d •¡¡
· · /on:< pe-opie

to confonn in their beluwiour to

?WI.CO cause d1shke an I opinion
?<

'd ublic opinion as a suitable influence for

norms, however he didn't cons1 er P

ents.

f aovernrnent.
William 1-emple gave an eatly

1672 ossay On the Original and Natute 0

inion He observed
that "when vast fl.UITiben of

·on otthc importan"" ofpubliC op

?.,mi>f..,.,ii,il,ifl!Olbr<e•f•...,¡¡.



,r
f:J"'+

!If ...,_,,om 1ay
•

iOJ--"'
due to lhe fa

Ill '"'ela!?
-

VOUrofp¡¡bJ'
IIOd•"c-·•

?. .
•

"'OJ>ln'
-Iha!

1.?ite• for lhe

!On,
?t

e- "
,

was

emergence of a

_,.only

?.)i'.'

spumd on by the R

public Sph

? ·..

efonnation

ere were in

/Ii?..
,:

_lar, and the rapid!

, Which enc

""'"'º8 levei
.

'

.
,

. . •. .

y cxpandin .

ouraged indili

' of htoraoy

?.· ....... WllS replaced with

g printing pre,

dual, to ,c,d the

=: fil wth in
.

seculac litemntre

se,. Duri,g the 18th

Blhl, ;,

- gro
read mg societies

, novels and pa h

cenrury religiou?

'

and club

mp lets ln

I
...,, opened in Lo11don a

s At the tum of th

. parallel to this was

.

nd the public
.

e cento,y th,

p,blte(Davison, 2020).

ltb,a,y became wide,

fast ciroolating

pread and available to the

11.IJPublic Opinion and G O\'ernment

By its very nature, rhe dcrnoc
.

.

rat1cpro-:esss ,
,.

mue:s. Voters

pl.Ih C'.1t1:r.ens lo form opi
.

arc called upon t

moos on a omnbe, of

..,ider eonstitu1io11al amendments d

o choose coodidat,s in elcctioos, to

.

ktslative pmposal
.

. .
ao to appr,ve oc ,eject m,midpal t,xcs '"

-'
s .. .\!most any matter

.
.

d other

? '"Y beco

on sh,ch lhe """'1" º' legislatu" h

=i
me a public issue •r

. . .

"to decide

.•· por.

1 • s,gn11<cant
oomber of people wisb

.

t
tt1cal attitudes of Ih

to make " º"'· The

.=,..,..
.se pe,sons '" often stimulatedonemfo.,;ed by out 'de

.

dtng news a e

.

" agenc,es-a

p p r, an interest group, or a government agellcy or official.
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?Jqlllltyof ladivldualOpinion,

opinion çan be viewed as the col] ,

echen of individual
opinions, whe:re all opinions

/f,;lltllff, equal treatment regardles:; of
h h:, - - - w et er the Individuais

expressing them are

i :_,tc,dgeable
about an issue or not. Thus, publíc oplnio11 is the aggregation of preferences

? tfpcwle from all segments of society. The use of public opinion polls to gauge what people

Ill thinking underlies this \'iew. By asking questions of a sample of ?«)ple who are

representative of lhe l;S population, pollster? contend they can assess the American public's

mood. People who favor this perspective on public opinion believe that government officials

1' &hould take into ac..:01.mts both maj0rity :md minority views when nmking policy (Glynn,

Susan, Garrett, and Robert 1999) cited in (¡\'1. Libraries, 2013).

1.1.1.5 Majorit)' Opinion

?: ?,.

Another perspe l', - .

e 1, e maintains that public opinion is the oplnion held b)' the mosl people on

an issue. In a democracy, the opinions of the rnajor:ty are the ones that should count the most

and should guide government
Jeadets' decision making. Th• opinions of the mino<ity "" tes,

ÚllJJOrtant than those of rhe majorí?•- This view of public opinion is cm,sorear w;th th• idoa

of Popular election in that evefl' citi.en ¡5
entitled to an opinion-in

essenco a vote-on a

Pllnícular issue, policy. or !cadet· !ri the end, th• position
that is rakon by the most peoplo-in

"words, the position
that rocoív05

th• mo? vorw-1• th• on< 1hat should be •doi>""' by

icymakors.



-.ebiJ-.lbr ......
.'" laokin¡ to

?itr--wrenJioaWithüte· ?u...?.
""'•of¡,,,,,,¡din

""°""1io!m.&,

.,..uoaJ cures, Opinion 1'011s ind•

g funding !br,..., oell -
icated that ama' .

to

it,m çell research. However .
JOtity of the public (s•

•

VICWSdiffered
"'percent)

irdportant political constitu .

markedly among P8rticular groups who
enc:1es for

members Wb'

·r sleID cen research (58

. lte evangelical Protestants

·'

:_
-

-

percent), arguing the need to rote

?? Protestants {69 percent} and C
.

P cthumanembry0&,wbile

:::e,

- athohcs supported research (63 ) (Pe

r.a,,aroh2005).

pment w
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Opinion leaders phi.y a major role in defining püpular im1es and in influencing individual

opinions regarding them. Political leaders in particular can tum a relatively Wlkno'>'rn problem

inlO a na1ional issue if they decide 10 i:all c11t,ntíon to it in the media One of the ways in

which opinion leadi:rs rally opinion and smooth out difforcnces among thos? who are in basfo
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e enunciated, symbols
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op g obal warming (Wilson, 2005).

,? 1llt debate in the media among competing grou s i
'

_

p nfluenced public opinion over the

(elloWing decade, There ws1s. a massive shifl in opinion, as only 52 pero...'nt believed that

_globe( wanning was a problem in 2010 (Borick, Erick arid Barty, 201 l).

2.1.l Concept of Fulani Herdsmen Conflicts in Nig<'ria

Fulani Herdsmen terrorism. Herder"farmer ,onllkts in >:'ib?ria have mainly involved disput¡:s

over land resources bi:-tween mostly \lu?!im Fulani herderS and mostly Cllristian furrn1.,-rs

?s Nigeria but rnc,re Jevaslílting in t!v: \.!iddle Belt('forth Central) slilce the return of

dtmocracy in 1999. But most recently, it has deteriorated into terror atta,:;:ks on fannen by

Fulani Herdsmen - the fourth most deadly terrorist group in the world by the Global

; terrorism Index. These attacks have: been carr[ed out with impunity with no Fulanls terrorist

Thi:c Nigerian president Muhammadu

ftsted by the Nigerian government
till date,
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farmer-herder violence has killed

¡'!?Çr¡:,?-19,000 people and displaced
hundreds of

thousands more. It follow«! a '"'"d in

I)-!,,.
.•. ,,.' •::_i:

··,"Lii,!J,¥.>
, i, ? of farmec-herder conílics thro,ghoot , f th

: _

mue
o

e western Sahel, due to an::{ ? of agricultu,íst population and cultivated laed at the exp,ns, of """"<lands;jicriorating environmental conditions, desertification and soil degrad.itlon;population
pewdl; breakdown in trnJitionat conflict re,;ohnion mecha11isms of land and wat?r disputes?
IN proliferation of small ctnn.s end crime in rural areas. Insecurity a?d violence ha.ve led

aaoy populations lt? create self-ddt'nçe forc.:s ;md ?thnic and tribal militias,. which have

mgaged in further violence. The majorit)· of farmer-herder c!ashes ha\'e CK:curred betweçn

.

exacerbating ethno religious hostilities {IPIMuslim Fulani herr.lsmcn ,mr.l Chrbtmn farmers, .

OlobalObservatory, 2015} .

lU.1.1 Land conflicts

..
.i C..flicsbem

,:?

·een formers and herders cafl be understood as 11 problem l)Í access to land. The

i,l,¡;.,,·
·ft

mg of th-: 21st century witnes:>ed an expnnsion
of the agriculturist population a11d its

ttt,qi.ed land at the expense of pasturelands
in the Middle Belt In an elretid)' pollticelly

! ·1 . .;t? region, it has never •lw•)'S been possible
10

,sc<rtain a legal dtlo 10 land ro, ,very

li ·-c. J\s a resul? traashurn .. "" route• of 1terd<n
w<fO no longer .,.;Jable, o,pocíally in a

I? of globo! warming (SiJnirO.
2018),
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,;:,.,.-;i·.•Íõ- ..... ,?·



,001,íir t Mvironmentst
COl!d!tion,, "'1ertiri .

'.

,..

.

!Cltionanc1son de
·

.? b Northern Nigeria to than . Nation have led Fulmñ?-?_,'-

• •

ge their
b'af!shuniance routes. Aj'? pomts in the Middle Belt

became
cs

.

"'°" '° PB-<tmeland
''"'

·

•
sent,aJ for

herdsmen travelling from the[tS: l,li.lll-oftbe
country. It 1s often assumed that climate

h
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e

ange is the driver of the oonflict but?J-??:;,;•\i•, '¡,,.studysuggest that climate
change does n 1
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automatically cause the conflict, but it has
· · ·<- .. ; -1 _,,.---

-
·

changed the herders' mio-r .f's'!',":; L_ ?: __ b'" ton
pattern.R.eg1on.svulnerable to climate

dlaF{Northem Regíons) experience les<; fürmer-herdet confü;t ll!ld less intense fa.TTiler-

llddet' fighting. It is argued that identity differentials between fanning and herding groups

IIIICd to be consideri:d in the explanation of lhe: mechanísm of the climate cllan¡,>c-fonner-

kn.ierconflict ncxu? (fd11rcsource World. 2013).

1U.l.3 Regional conflicts in Jos and K:i:duna

The farmer/herder contlkts nave been t:iklng pia.ce in regions which have been LJnstable since

dr 2000s. Urban conflicts in Jos and Kadtma have been particular!}' violent and, despite

=[ violent clashes \\.'ith ihe authorities, ¡heir causes have never been addressi::d politically.

,.
..

: I. :Conflicts might not have been addressed adequately
because traditional authorities havo not

··•ful-;',, ..
?f:.:,)_jj-·herifulíil!ing their role in colonial-era settlements {Last, 2007).
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Solving the crisis
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',i? Muhamn,adu BuJiari tried to create Rural °"2ing An, (RUGA)

_::

His oposal wos met with fle,ce criticism (Sahara R,pone?, 2019).
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'r pr

Llst of Attacks by Fulani Herd?men
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rs are often enable to provide exact numbe,s of casoamea

??•·.;::,-.:_-':
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f tta ks N'ígerian and for?tgn Journalists
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gom, Borne ru<d Nimb? F,ugu Stat<

• In April ".1018 F

.

- Ltlam gunmen allegedly killed 19

.
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p<-0ple dunng an ,11,ck on the

'rds they burnt doze-ns of nearby homts.

• In June .,018- '
over 200 people

were killed and so houses were b

.
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1.1mt m clashes

etween f:

•
.

armers and fu!am cattle herders in Plateau Slate (www.bbc.com ZOlS).

• In July 2018, a clash erupted between
the rui.ni ,:ttlors and the Yru,dang""

.

.
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m Lau Local Government
Are• ofTa,aba

Stat<,About 73 people
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villages were razed. (ThisdaYlivc,
2018}
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llli>ckby Adara,..,__, of

'i· .. l'ulmi killing at least 14!
P<o¡,i< With 65

missing, The - look placeIll l(ajuru LOA ofKaduna State.
According to, governo, the motiv, wa, to destroyspccífic communities. (Premium Times, 2019).

The Coalition Against Kajuru killit1gs stated on IS March2019 tílat 130 IJ('ople have
,

ed by El-Rufai
been killed in a series of re\'enge attacks since th-.i massacre anno1mc

(!'auna, 20 I 9).
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:?•• forms public opinion.
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2J Empirical Rc\"iew

• Cale d, Horne (2006).The structure and significan.:c of publk opinion in non-

democratic contexts.

This project addresses two direct but to-date unexamined questions:
Do dome..,;.tlc !tll.diences

kl non-democratic ct?nte.xts, where public o-pinion
should not matter for po\ieym!lking,

develop structured preferences
toward government policies

noncthele$S? If so, can these

Jirefercnces e\'er influence policymaking
in setting5 where go-.remrn?ts are not ob?'ious.ly
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Pofict: can improve public opinion by [ncreasing their informal ccntacts with citizens.
Act,ording lO a survey of Los Angeles residents' opinic111s of police job performance and

officers' demeanor. police can increase residents' approval of their job performance by
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Ill respect to this study, the researcher
employs a simple random sampling technique in

,Plecling the sample. Therefore. ou1 of the total population of this study (u?ing Monkey

-Survey sample calculator at 95% confidence level and 5% margin of error), the researcher

randomly selects a !;ample size of tv.,0 hundred and sewn {207) respondents.
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U Data Presentation and Analysis

ffllSONAL DATA ANALYSIS

taMe,U.l Gender

Sex Frequency Percentage

Male 55 27%

Female 152 73%

Tolal 201 100%

llttearther's Field Sun·cy, 2021
-

The above table c,ho\\'s that 27% of the respondents are male, while 73% are fomale. This

implies that major[()· of the respondent5; are fernak.

Table 4.1.2 Age
-

Age
?uency Perceoblgc 7
-----? 58%

_e
_

18-28ycars
57

28¾

29-39yca.rs

? Jt ?
-- ---? ?

40years and above J-00%

-
Total

20"7 -----------"
:?rcber's °Field SurVe}', 2021 between the age bracket of 18-28.

{ The a.hove table shows that S8% of the respondents
are

}J%11J029-39, wbíle t4%al<4oyears••dabovt,
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-- ; o.of.Respondents

SSCE
I

70

Percentage

NDINCE
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,---40
JJ%

HNDiBSC
-

1·
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20%

47%

POSTGRADl.'XIT- j _

Total 1 20i

O%

100%

llesartber's Fidd Sun·ey, 2021

lhe lbo\'C' tabk s)h?w, that 33?-Q ofthl! respondents are in ssce hollkrs. 20% are ND/NCE

llolders, and 47% ar? H'.'-íDíBSC holders, while none is a postgradL1ate. This implies that

majority of the n::spl'rlJents are HND/BSC ?olders

':::::J

T1bk 4.1.5: Ha\·e you beard tbeword public opiniofl before?

Response

Yes

No. of, Re?pondents
Pen:entage

]80
87'%
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,;-<>,21Í2t----------.'.•:"'?%'.___-?•• field Survey, 2021
...
? ]beat,ove tables.hows that 87% of the respondents know what public Opinion is, while l3¾r

¡{lhe respondents have nm. This impli<s that m,jodty of the «sponden" know "'1mtp,bl?
"!)inion is.

fole 4.1. 7: PubliC' 011inion is the same as propaganda

Response
·--

I

Agree

Strongly Agr..:c

Disagree

Strongly Disngret:

---T-otal-?
Raearcher•s FiclcJS--u-n--,-y,'2c;;,02;-;1---

141

44

207

Percentage

68%

11%

21%

0%

100%

a ree 11% of the respondents strongly? above tabk shows that 68% of the
respond?nt.s !e s:rongly di">Rgree. This implies that

? and 21%, of the respondents disagree,
w?1'.e n?sthe same as propaganda.

•

h t Public op1mon
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'Ibo above table shows thal 72% of the respondents agree, 6% of !lie re?ondents strongly? and 22% of lht: respondents disagree, while none strongly disagree. This implies that
mejority of the respondc1m agree that Fulani herdsme11 are Hausas.

Table 4.1,10: Fulani herdsmen graze on people's farms

Response

Agree

Strongly Agree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree
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Percentage
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14%

0%

0%

Total
'

-¡;¡¡.rcber's Fleld Survey, 2021

14% of tho respondo,ts strongly

'¾ of the respondents
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1be above table shows that 72% of the respondents agree, 6% of the respo11dents strongly
ape, and 22% of lhe respondents dis.1gree, ,vhile none strongly disagree. This implie? that

majority of the respc,mkms agret" that Fulani herd?rnen are Jlausas.

Table U.IO: Fulani ht"rdsmcn graze on people's í1ums

·-¡ No.of. Respc,ndeuts PercentageResponse
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'Ille above table sh1.-•ws that 80% of the respondents llgree, while 20% of the respondents

dise,grte• This implies that nrnjority of the respondents agree that the citizens in !lie south~

flStCffl part of ?i!;criJ made their opinion known abo?t the activities of the Fulani herdsmen.

able 4.1.16: Did th-e Fulani herdsmen stop their harmful activities becau9e of the

people'& opinion?
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carrying out a research on "Assessment of
S 11tclnfluence of Public Opínion on FULAl\1 Herdsmen Activities. in the South-

Western part of Nigeria''. This questionnaire is designed to assist in the attainment of the

atjecti-Ycs of the rese,1r-::h.

[ mall be very grateful if you could he-Ip to fill the attached questionnaire. I assure you that

?er infonnaticin giwn will strictly be med for academic purpose and treated with
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Adcyinka Esther

IICTION A: BIOGRAPHIC DETAILS

Instruction: Ple.ase tkk () the appropr\:l.te response

I.Sn: Male
( )

Female ( )

1 JtJ.'. 9 _,,e¡1rs ( )40andabove(
)

l.Ag, 18-28
(

-
' '

,I
.

Married( )Other>()
lMaritalStatus:Single()

m,.'D/BSC( )Postgraduate{ l

(
¡ND/NCE(

)

'. ·•.Academic Qualification:
s.s.c.E

·:

iucvEr?s
· illc.noN B: PSYCJ!OGRAI' .

¡on before?
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.-[ ]No[ I
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=. 9.Po11ni
herdsmen are Hausas.

!
AP [ ] Strongly agree [ ] Disagree

[ ] Strongly disagree
( ]

lO. Fulani herdsmen graze on people's fanns.

Agree[ ] Strongly agree f ] Disagree[ JSttongtydis.,.1gree[ J

li.Fulani herdsmen l.:ill farm owners

Agree { ] Strongly :igrl':,: ¡ J Disagree [ ] Strongly disagree [ l

12. Do Fulani hcrdsmr:11 apologize wl1en they make a mistake?

Yes( ]No[ J

13.Are the activities of the Fulani herdsmen pe,1tefül?

Yes[ ]No( J

..

dtheirharmfü1actr,'1ties?
14.Have the Fulani herdsmen sroppe

-.,
Ye, [ }

No
[ I

.
. ade their opinion known about the

f1'/tger1am??
.

. .
, oth-western pari
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•f, l
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