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Coneeptual Review

24,1 Concept of Public Opinigy

Public opinion is one of the mgt frequently evok
€4 terms j

pesic level, public opinion represents People’s ool

#elive preferences on matters related to

~ government and politics, However, publig opinion

is 4 complex phenomencn, and scholars

have developed a variety of interpretations of what public opinion means. One perspective

holds that individual opinions matter;

therefore, the opinions of the majority should be
weighed more heavily than opinions of the minority when leaders make decisions. A
sonirasting view maintains that public cpinion is contralled by organized groups, government
leaders, and media elites. The opinions of those in pasitions of power or who have access to
those in power carry the most weight (saylordotorg, 2018}

Public opinion is often made concrete through questions asked on polls. Politicizns routinely

o icies. Candidat
eit public opinion polls to justify their support of o opposition 1o public policies. Candidates

. or underdogs in
h themselves as fr

st public opinion strategically to establis ‘
olitical partics use public opini
o opinion ifito news story about

jon polls to promote their
Campaigns. Interest groups and P

eports of publ
| UAlses, The mass media incorporate repe

018).
vermment and politcs (saylordotorgs Z018)

?-l-l.l Defining Public Opinion sgree on m ingle definiion of publio
e do 0o
schu]aﬂ

f < i “the plHeT and
What exactly i publio opinioa? ding or siow on defines “the public” an
Phicn, The conpept moans IfRIEE T SR
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,yernacilar, and the rapidly expanding printing Presses

erture was replaced with seculqr fiterature, noves gng
% Ll

] fie growth in reading soc

During the 15 century religious

Pamphlets. In paralle] 46 this was

ieties and clupg, At the tum of

fbrary opened in London and the public

f the century the first circulating

library became widespread and available to the
qublic (Davison, 2020),

| 2113 Public Opinion and Government

| By s very nature, the democratic process spurs ¢itiens to form opinions on a number of
| iues  Voters are called upon to choose candidates in  elections, fo
| sonsider constitutional amendments, and to approve or reject municipal taxes and other
n which the excoutive or legislature has to decide

kglslative proposals. Almost any matter o
{o make it one. The

iy become a public issue if 2 significant number of people wish
imulated of reinforced by outside agencies—a

I oltical attitudes of these persons are often st
ora guvcmmcm AgEne

y ar official.

$usading newspaper, an interest group:

Jorery Bentham (1748-1632) S8 e

oiliating the publi¢ opinion in corecting it
. com

which shall be: most favourable 10 produce
and some other thinkers believed that.

e English philosopher and econiomist

culty of the legislator as being

Opinian i g useful cheok 03 1 e
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ical cures Opinion polls indicae

0 that g gyt s
g
stem cell research. However, Viows HOrity of the pyl;

lic (56 percent)
flored mark
d]
important political constinens o4l among partioyfar gtoups who

fo
T Mmembers, White evangelical Protestants

'W stem cell research (58 Percent), arguing the py

| B 264 t0 protect human embryos, while &

7 pereent) and Catholics Supported research (63 percent) (Pew j
Research 2005).

2,116 Opinion leaders

Opinion leaders play a major role in defining popular issues and in influencing individual

opinions regarding them. Political leaders in particular can tum & relatively unknown problem

nto & national issue if they decide to call attention to it in the media. One of the ways in

which opinion leaders rally opinion and smaoth out differences among those who are in basic
agreement on a subject is by inventing symbols of coining slogans: in the woeds of US.

war [ were fighting " war 10 end all wars,"

Pres, Woodrow Wilson, the Allies in World i~
fe for democracy”; post-World War 10 relations with
al i
» figst nsed by U.S. presidential -

While aiming “to make the world s

“Cold War

ed up in the term

ciated, symbols and
55 media and social media and may

the Soviet Union were summ

1947, Onee enu
nces via the 18

slogans are frequently kept

viser Bernard Baruch in

alive and communicated to 1arge aufic eSS
inion on Y B
i e A Gpion leecet 52

certsn 310

come the comerstone of public @
- nt figures
on leadership is not confined 10 prosine! o
s loak for 94

person to whom
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" fhe debate in

(Wilsen, 2003),

the media among ;
& competing groups influenced public opimion over

. jpliowing decade. There was a massive shifl in opinion, s only

the

y 52 pereent believed that
global warming was a prablem in 2010 (Borick, Erick and Barry, 2011).

212 Concept of Fulani Herdsmen Conflicts in Nigeria

Fulani Herdsmen terrorism, Herder-farmer conflicts in Nigeria have mainly involved disputes
over land tesources between mostly Muslim Fulani herders and mostly Christian farmers
across Nigeria but more devastating in the Middle Belt (North Central) since the return of

I ost recently, it has deteriorated inte terror attacks on farmers by

democracy in 1999, But m
Fulani Herdsmen - the fourth most deadly terrorist Broup in the world by the Global
en garried out \with jmpunity with n

¢ Fulanis terrorist

Terrorism Index. These attacks have be: - b
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Buhari has been criticised for turning & blind ¢
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o are, mainly Havsa
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in the northwest Nigeri® gainst fal feasons:
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a4 for his inability 1o is ople. While the
peop
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over land Tesources between mostly Mustim Fulani herders and mostly Christian farmers
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sunpested Fulani guamen gy, i
Prisal
‘he Fulani killing at jegq 141 Mok
3 Wit
inKajuru LGA of Kaduna Sy, Actording 1
Bloa

specific communities, (Premium Times 2019)

The Coalition Against Kajuru killngs steg o 18 Merch 2015

=tlod i that 130 peopls have
been killed in a series of Tevenge attacks since the Massagre announced by El-Rufai

(Tauna, 2019).

In January

2 s
2018 about 10 persons were killed in an attack and reprisal involving
herders and local farmers in Numan local council of Adamawa State (Sahara

Reporters, 2018).

In May 2018 over 400 herdsmen attacked four villages of Lamurde, Bang, Bolk,

Zumoso and Gon in Numan and Lamurde Joeal councils of Adamawa State killing 15

people (The Sun Nigeria, 201 8).
village in Demsa local government arca of

21 people were Killed by herdsmen ina

pers, 2020).

Adamawa State (Punch Newspa .
d by Muslim Fulani herdsmen (MorningStar News, 2020)
urdere

32 Christians were m
Theoretical Review

ing Theory Shaw
Agenda Setting i tgCombs 21 Donald L. Shaw in

Jthe heon 1 hat the medin s6t.
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bl 38 Way 00 much necessary, This esear

a i 2
Particular topic when there is no public

decisions phat country take the opinion

aper wi i
. - . e Paper will examine that how the public
ey and how its sriteria changs from place fo
place people.to people. The rescarch paper s tofally a work of doctrinal methiad swich drawn
up various major points about public opinion this paper is going 1o cover the major points of
~ characterization like meaning of the public opinion, process of public opinion that how the
people tend to speak, why it matters in a country, fundamental concepts like types of public
opinion its characteristics its examples and the evolution and history the paper also going to
ic opinion and mainly article 19 freedom of speech and

cover the importance of publi

expression s highlight which is rélated to this.

Publi¢ Qpinton on Public Policy! A Review and an

Paul Burstein (2003). The Tmpact of
g on public policy, asking: (1)

i opinion
This article considers the impact of public 01? <ol
E> i it has; (2) how much the jmpagct in
E : o impact of publi

(3) to what extent th o, polical paties, and el
by ; ial movement e o chansetl over
i by interest groups, social ernments 10 public uP‘“‘“‘Z‘ h"‘! ¢

(4) whother responsiveness of go¥ . ccanbe generalized. The souree

Juson i
pich 007 S0P and included in major.
in major JOU :

¢ opinion may be negated

 iSsues increases;
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up various major points about public opinion this paper is going to cover the major points of
' characterization like meaning of the public opinion, process of public opinion that how the
people tend to speak, why it matters in a country, fundamental concepts like types of public
opinion its characteristics its examples and the evolutien and history the paper also going te

sover the importance of publie opinion and mainly article 19 freedom of speech and

expression s highlight which is related to this.

Public Opinion o1t Public Policy: & Review and an

Paul Burstein (2003). The Impact of
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s opinion on public policy, asking: 1)

This articte considers the impact of pubh:h 01? i ‘
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pparent by the reyi
fﬂ[‘ flllure resear‘:hl View are
 john Asheroft, Deborah J. papje)
yiaion of the Police > Sarah V. Hart gy

OWledge made

Factors Thae Influence Publie

Police can improve public opinion by increasj i i
' ng theie fnforma) <ontacts with citizens.
czording 10 & survey of Los Angeles residorrer s
EeIES residents’ opiniong of police job performance and
officers’ demeanor, police can jnereass Tesidents’ approval of their Job performance by

participating in community meetings, increasing officers® visibility in neighborhoods, and
talking with citizens. Such informal contacts had a positive Impact on job approval ratings
wven when other factors associated with lower approvel ratings— such as residents’

perceptions that their neighborhoods are erime ridden, dangerous, and disorderly—were

present, Informal contacts with police also lessened the negative impact of residents” fotmal

i i tive). Residents with both
Mntacts with police (such as being arrested or questioned by police).

i i ith only formal contact.
'ypes of contact reported higher approval ratings than residents with only
‘ i st B es
Race i borhood characieristics or
e fmportant as neighl
and ethnicity were not found to be 2
y were ;

blic's satisfaction with pol

Jice, although race and

al contacts in determining the pU
n residents’ fgsessme!

1t of officers’ demeanor. The media

“’micit,v did seem to play 8 role i

uDyY
¥ 2l found to ABOUT THIS ST

public epinion of the
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s chpler SXPIAInS the methoq o research
3 I€S]

8, populstion of studs,

sampling

 pehnique/sample, instrumentation 85 well as the yay;q;

fshnig 4 validity ang reliabitity of the instrument i
sed. It also stated the method of data collection and methoq i i
I . . od of analyzing the datg, Since this

- sudy is aimed at finding out the effe of listening on socialization and edutainment amang
: ents in tertiary institutions, using Abraham Adesanya Polytechic and Olabisi Onabanjo

University students as a study,
Indoing this, the survey method is used to investigate the research problem.

31 Research Design

Research design is the plan or blue print which specifies how datarelatingta & given problem
should be collected and analyzed or the procedural outhine for the conduct of any given
immgﬂ”ﬂn (Nwaorgu, 1991). It is also the frame werk o pian for a stody that is used in
mpbell 1998).

 eollciing and analyzing a set of data (Ca

J 3 f data.
| Therefore, suryey will be used for collectior of

tion can be explained 85 8 €O
= geristics that

forth with have common
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informat

0n regarding the Froup.

In respect to this study, the re; !
: sea) i
d: reher employs a simple random sampls
mpling technique

selecting the sample. Therefore, o
| relore, aut of the total population of this stu ty (using Monkey
4 ~ gurvey sample calculator at 95% confidence I ko carche:
lence leve] and 5% margi
gin of ermor), the res T

lomly selects a sample size of two hundred and sever 5| s
rand | S ftwo hundred and scven (207) respondent
.

34 Research Instrument
The research instrument used for this study is the questionnaire. A questionnairs is @ data

eollection tool which uses various quesiions 1o achieve the research objectives (Madueme

peliefs attitude, jdeas, practices, views and other

2010). It is used to ascertain facts, opinion,
asi 2012). The ques

the background of the respondent while sectio

1 issues under revie

(ionnaire is divided into two sestions.

demographic information (Obi

n B contains

Section A contains guestions on

w. The guestions asked

ght on he topica!

is on. assessment of the influence of public

Questions that will beam mare I

y with emphss
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of Nigeria.

es in the sou

9inion on Fulani herd:

ment

carch 1nstr

Validity and Reliability Of Res



| 47METHOD OF DATA ANALYsIg

he method of data and information analysis iy this stody is a simple percentage analysis.

~ Thedormula to be used is shown below:

Number of response =100 %

Total number of respondents 1




41 Data Presentation and Analysis

Researcher's Field Survey, 2021

The above table shows that 27% of the respondents are male,

implies that majority of the respondents are female.

Table 4.1.2 Age
Age

i T8-28years

40years and above

Frequency

Researcher’s Field Surveys 2021
- The above table shows that 58%
28% are 20-39, while 14% 272 407

of the 1e5pOnSeS
ars and abOYE:

PERSONAL DATA ANALYSIS
Table 4.1.1 Gender
G Frequency —W|
Male 35 —~
Female 52 e
Total 207 100%

while 73% are female, This

Percentage
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Researcher's Field Survey, 2021

The above table shows that 27% of the respondents are male,

implies that majority of the respondents are female.

Table 4.1.2 Age
Age

i T8-28years

40years and above

Frequency

Researcher’s Field Surveys 2021
- The above table shows that 58%
28% are 20-39, while 14% 272 407

of the 1e5pOnSeS
ars and abOYE:

PERSONAL DATA ANALYSIS
Table 4.1.1 Gender
G Frequency —W|
Male 35 —~
Female 52 e
Total 207 100%

while 73% are female, This

Percentage




.mll‘l"i Field Survey, 2021

SE table shows th: % of
mihl'ﬂ’ﬂ ‘_“A at 55% of the respondents are single, while 450

* hisimplies that majority of the Tespondents are single, M i
Table 4.1.4: Academic Qualification

e e
ie qualificati [ No ol Bem——
i e qualification No. of. Respondents Percentage
‘ SSCE e —
000 0 0" 3%
ND/NCE T o
HND/BSC 97 7%
POSTGRADUATE [} 0%
Total 207 100%

Researcher's Ficld Survey, 2021
The above table shows that 33% of
Rolders, and 47% are HND/BSC ho

s " majority of the respondents arc HND/BSC holders.
e word public opinion before?

Table 4.1.5: Have you heard th
Percentage
of, Respondents _
‘
1

cad e Word public opinion

f the respondents are in ssce holders, 20% are ND/NCE
Iders, while none is postgraduate. This implies that

dents have

n S
r:;wm's e e o 012



e above tble shows that §7%,
¢ ] ofthe respondents have not. T
gpinion is.

of the res
e Pandents know wheg puptic opinion is, while 13%
Implies that majority of the fespondents know what publi
Ic

{ Table 4.1.7: Public opinien is the same as propagand

WWW
Agree P [ e o

Strongly Agree | 22 1%

Disagree ] 44 21%

Strongly Disagree ¢ o

Total 207 e

Researcher's F urvey, 2021 S

ik The thove table shows that 68% of the respondents 951, 11% of the respondents strongly

while none strongly disagree. This implies that

~ #gmee, and 21% of the respondents disagres
1 e 1 he saime as propaganda.

3 i opinion is
Majority of the respondents agree that Public opinion is

2
able 4,1.8; Do you know who Fulani L
Percentage

o

o, of. Respondents

e
e



| The above table shows that 72% of the Fespondents agree, 6%
"

‘ 3 of the respondents strongl:
ageee, and 22% Of the respondents disagree, whi -

' le none strongly disagree. This imptics that
majority of the respondents agree that Fulani herdsmen ar¢ Hausas.

Table 4.1.10: Fulani herdsmen graze on people’s farms

Response No. of. Respondents | Percentage “
Agree 177 | 86%

Strongly Agree 3t _'—__L_
= 0%

Disagree

L D
Strongly Disagree

I
ey e |
i Total F,/W/J/

Ly |
. Researcher’s Field Survey, 2021

Ly
14% of the respondents strong]

respondents ABTES: i i
it strongly disagree- This implies that majority of the
eg nor i

ple’s farms.

T sbove table shows that 86
| ®ee, while none neither disagre e
* T®pondenis agree that Fulani herdsie?! gz

owners
4.1.11; Fulani herdsmen Kill f074



- Agre

e

Sirongly Disagree

The above table shows that 729% of the Tespondents agree, 6

‘ % of the respondents strongl
agres, and 22% of the respondents disagree, whil .

' © none strongly disagree. This implies that
majority of the respondents agree that Fulani herdsmen are [ausas.

Table 4.1.10: Fulani herdsmen graze on people's farms

Response No. of. Respondents Percentage
Agree 177 86%
Strongly Agree 3¢ Q_Lg
e | 0%
Disagree & 0"/:
oSS S e e
' Di 3 0
Total
! e
AR Researcher’s Field Survey, 2021
A pondents AETEC: ¥ of e IR R
Tl - f the Tes| ’ - oo
= %"'». | The above table shows that 86% of the This implies that majority of the

e strongly disegres:
&ree, while none neither disagrees 19 ple’s ns.

Pondents agree that Fulani herd

cmen graze o1 P




0V bl mm 87% of the !
. while PORE er disagre agree, {39
5 nor strongly gy 7 of the respondens,

MW lent Herdstien i oy Owners THS iy it msfoity oFthe

Wu.ll: S T apologize whey they
¥ Make  mistae?

" Researcher’s Field Survey, 2021

The above table shows that all the respondents disagrees that Pulanl herdsmen apologizs

when they make a mistake.

Table 4.1.13: Are the activities of the Fulani herdsmen peaceful?

Response , Respondents Percentage
- ——
| 0

Yes

Researcher’s Field Survey, 2021

the respondents disagrees that the activities of the Fulani

The above table shows that all

herdsmen are peaceful.
ed their parmful ¢

~ Table 4.1.14: Have the Fulani herdsmen stopp 5
| No. of: Respondent —

e

fivities?




41.15¢ Did the citizens iy
sbout the activities of " !
he Part
Fuland gy LR et i

=T

“
“ Persealnge
B

) 021 100%

© fhe above table shows that 80

Wcher’a Field Survey, 2

% of the
2 respondents whil the respondents
: . m’P”N lhar e agree, while 20%
disagree. Th majority Te: - ot
D;Ni : jor| Y of the spDndr:nts agree that the citize: e g: ;
iem Nigeria made their opini 7 .
western part g e their opinion known about the activitics of the Ful I'h;dsm
€ Fulani 3

shle 4.1.16: Did the Fulani
he Fulani herdsmen stop their harmful activities because of the

people’s opinion?
R
Response | No. of. Respondents Percentage
Yes I 20 10%
T 90%
Total

Researcher’s Field Survey, 2021

whilo 90% of the tespondents
that the Fulani herdsmen stop

The above table shows that 20% of the respondents AE1E
" disagree, This implics that major disagres
their harmful activities because of

Findings

y of the respondents

he people’s opiTion:

41 Summary of Research
what public opinion 87}

ats understand

the pesponde
Table 418 reveals that 87%

wht pubti® Lol

" Research Question One (D0
1 which represents that

queslic‘n‘

Table 4.1.6 answers this
- Majority of the respondents know

plani perdsmcn are?)



y '!'hm(.&ngh%

OFthe Fajang . ;
Mh"a""“ﬁﬂeﬂmrmm

13 answers this question, Tabl
; 113 reveq gy
g activities of the Fulani herdsmen 5, : % 8l the respondents di
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- f the questions ask i it
q sked did the Citizens in the sou, West,
M part of Nigeria made their

jnion known about t vities of the I
7 } © activities of thy Fulani herdsmen? the
h 7 ésponse to the question

ealed that 80% which re) jori
” Dpresents majority of the Tespondents agree that the citizens in the

estel art of Nigeri o
sout-western part of Nigeria made their opinion known about the activites of the Fulai

berdsmen, and another question a: i ulan]

q sked did the Fulani herdsmen stop their harmful activities
because of the people’s opinion? The response to this question tevealed that 90% which
represents the majority of the respondents disagree that the Fulani herdsmen stop their

harmful activities because of the people’s opinion.

53  Recommendations

Based on the findings, the following tecommendations were made:

ini aple concermng 8 nafional issue 85
Government should listen to the opinion of the peop!
i1l Jeave the citizens with no
govemment’s silence will give 1he herders more pOWer and will leave
in the nation
option but to retaliate which might cause uproar (A ¢
i o wider reach and frequency.
Wi should ochio the opinion of 1€ PP e
Media should echo the OP'

studies
Suggestons for Furte? it et on ol

public opinio
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| jama final year student of the aboye institution <arrying outa h
i k. Df P b ] s research on
| e Infl ublic Opinion o0 FULAN] Hergsme Activities in the South-

Western part of Nigeria®, Thi O
i - 1 Questionnaire is designed to assist in the attainment of the
gbjectives of the research. -

i 2

“Assessment of

Jshill be very grateful if you could help to fill the attached questionnaire. I sssure you that
whatever information given will strictly be used for academic purpose and treated with
utmost confidentiality.

Thaks.

Adeyinka Esther

| SECTION A: BIOGRAPHIC DETAILS

Iistruction: Please tick ( ) the appropriste responss

R 1. Sex: Male () Female ( )

 2Age 18-28 ( )29-39 years ( ydoand shate (1

] : Others ()
3. Marital Status: Single ( ) married ()

o HNDNCEL DB i
s.C.

4. Academic Qualification: S.

: 5
RAPHIC pETAIL
| ®CTion p: pSYCHOG . inion pefore?

Have you heard the word public P

INo[ ] ,
jon 87
you know what publls P

[ INof



‘. §, Fulani herdsmen are Hausas,
Agree [ ] Strongly agree [ ] Digg,

gree | ISlTungl) disagrec [ |
[ 10, Fulani herdsmen graze on Peaple’s farms,
Agee [ ]Strongly agree [ ] Disagree [ ] Strongiy disagres] ]
{1, Fulani herdsmen kiil farm owners,
Agree [ ] Strongly agree [ ] Disagree [ ] Strongly disagree [ ]
12. Do Fulani herdsmen apologize when they make a mistake?
Yes[ INo[ ]

13, Are the activities of the Fulani herdsmen peaceful?

Yes| INo[ )

i ] activities?
1. Have the Fulani herdsmen stopped el harmiu] asty

) !‘[ INo[ ] 1a made thel opinion known. about the
‘ Did the ‘Nigeria el
cif] th-western part of
itizens in the sou

of the Fulani herdsmen?

- o
g Wugc\gfibtpeoph’s.nmm.

frhamie!
the Fulani herdsmen S0P theit

activities

L oy )



