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A HISTORY OF THE TUWARIS CAR TRADE IN KANO METROPOLIS, 1986-2014

ABSTRACT

This research examined the historical evolution and development of the Tuwaris car trade in

Kano metropolis, from 1986-2014. The main objective of this study is to document the history of

the Tuwaris car trading in Kano. Using secondary and primary sources, in form of books,

journals, PhD thesis, M.A, B.A dissertations and oral interviews. The research identified that the

Tuwaris car trade started on a small scale and gradually expanded into a very important trade.

The research has also identified how the economic crisis in Nigeria and the introduction of the

Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) in the 1980s, led to decline in industrial production,

particularly in the automobile industry, unemployment and deteriorating living condition of

Nigerians, most especially the middle class who were forced to rely on second hand cars. It has

also been established that the trade in second hand cars attracted many people which provided

the ground for the expansion of the trade. The trade also had impacted on the social and

economic development of Kano society by providing employment opportunities, multiplier

effects which influenced other economic activities such as spare parts trade, vehicle tyres trade,

lubricants, upholstery, mechanics, as well as revenue generation to the state and local

governments. The trade also stimulated criminal economy, such as car and car accessory theft,

by providing opportunity to thieves who steal car and drive it to the neighbouring states and

countries such as Niger Republic which made it difficult to recover such car as their colours had

been changed.

NAME: TASIU ASHIRU SANI
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