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INTRODUCTION

Affican communitarianism can be defined as a way of life for all African in their
respective society, communalism i the bedrock of the wonderful relationship which
exists in the traditiona] African society. it is the appreciation of communal life in
patterning the behavior of member of the society .it simply deals with the individual in
the society whereby the individual lives together as one members of the same family, it is
based on the brotherhood of all in the community, it promote communal interaction,
production and distribution of resource. There is no exclusive private ownership and use
of property, although individual may own property, they are readily made available for
others use. All individual achievement are seen as an achievement of the community, The
individual works for the common well-being of the community and draws from the
resources of the community according to his or her own needs. These simply shows that
the resources of the land are owned and controlled by all members of the community,
These would foster a close-relationship between individual and it will help in building a
strong ties among Ethnic groups in the same community. These act is further seen in the
words of iroegbu, when he assert that “Communalism as the way of life of man is being
sense to be a political animal by nature and so from communities which progressively

are; the family, town and the countries”!

African are confronted with ny-raids of challenges such as leaderships, poverty
and diseases, political instability, conflict, to mention a few, Effort are made constantly to
addressed these problem, since post colonial period to contemporary period. These effort
are largely based upon westerns ideas such as the introduction of democracy,

humanitarian support from western countries ete.

This unfortunately has not be over-all successful in ensuring peace and political
stability. The polar is, why is it that problem confronting African seem to defy solutions?

Are there ways to addressing these problem which will consequently ensure the peace of

polity?




The thesis of these work is that, A recourse to Aftican Traditional values, though,

not hook, line, and center wil] provide a panacea for most of the social-political problems
confronting African. It is against the background that these work argues for the re-
enactment of African traditional values as obtained in African communitarianism, some
scholars have argued that African past is inglorious and consequently not attractive in
contemporary world. These argument has its merit largely to an extent. These thesis does
not allocate for the cultural values where Africans exchange their kith and kins for mirror
or gun or where fellow human were used or exchange as articles rather as an end. These
study argues for the traditional values where African see others as brothers and sisters
where African are always read to render one assistance or the other to fellow Africans.
These spirit of benevolence and beneficent that characterized African communitarians

will facilitates peaceful co-existence within and without African.

The methodology used in these work is that of analysis, The work will eritically
analyzed the concept of African communitarianism and other related concept such as

socialism.

The scope of these work centers on Africa, it deals with African ways of life and

their communal living.

The relevance of this work is to addressed problem confronting the social political

status of Africans so as to turn around the economy for the benefit of all.

These research work consist of these introductory part and three other chapter.
Chapter one centers on the meaning of Aftican communitarianism while chapter two
centers on African society, the quest for social polity and in chapter three applies

communitarianism to tackle the problem affecting social and political status of African

The conclusion of these work is to see ensure that the African communitarianism

can perform a better jobs in solving the social-political problem of African.
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CHAPTER ONE

COMMUNITARIANISM IN AFRICA

Firstly, it is important and germane to understand the meaning of
communitarianism however. It s pertinent to note that communitarianism’ is synomous
to communalism, ie. another name for communitarianism is communalism.
Communalism or communitarianism is an original characteristic of traditional
Africa.Communalism is the bedrock of the wonderful relationship which exists in the
traditional African society. It is the appreciation of communal life in patterning the

behavior of members of the society.

According to Tke Odimegwu: Communalism is a way of life which is community
oriented. The family bond expand into extended family system and extends into the
communal life. “T exist because you are” communalism is not identical with
collectivism. It is a unique phenomenon that binds the community in a brotherhood of
well-being'. Iroegbu also view communalism in his own way, he assert.

Communalism as a matter of the distribution of the goods

and burden of life so that everybody could have a fair
share.?

Communitarianism has some advantage that help shape the life of human firstly,
communitarianism  promote social justice through reciprocity, protection and

responsibility, secondly, communitarianism look to the experience of community for

moral guidance and promise. It support social justice as an important way to build




community,

not out of compassion or benevolence some other advantages of
communitarianism are stateqd below, they include; communitarian cthos is about
meeting our obligation as responsible parent, children, citizens, officials and economic
actors. These obligation are eased by love and supported by love, but they arise and

persist even where love ig absent or hard to sustain,

It also stress inclusion as an element in secking social justice, it seek to provide
full employments for both working age and jobless underclass, it promote domestic
disarmament as most democracies have. It is also pertinent to note that
communitarianism protect the rights of the individual best and lastly, It strive for
equality of opportunity, some of the advantage of communitarianism also has striking
similarities with the socialism, where the mean of production are owned and operated
by the state. The government play an active role. Socialism promote economic
stability, it promote absence of monopoly. In the society, basic needs of the people are

met, these basic needs include water supply, education, health social security etc. *

Communitarianism is rooted in philosophy, it is a philosophy that etphasizes
the connection between the individual and the community, while the community may be
a family unit, it is usually understood in the wider sense of interaction between a
community of people in a geographical location or who have a shared history or
interest. Communitarian philosophy is derived from the assumption that individuality is

a product of community relationship rather than only individual (traits’.

Communitarianism in philosophy is the concept of positive rights, which are rights of




Buarantees to certain things. These may include state subsidized education, state

subsidized housing, a sage and clean environment, universal healthcare and even & right

1o a job with a concomitant obligation of the government or individual to provide one®.

With al] these definition, I shall defined what African Communitarianism is, it

is Important to note that African Communitarianism can also be equéted with African
Communalism. Accordi ng to Tke Odimegwu, Egbeke Aja defined Africa communalism,

he quoted that: Hoas

.
R

African communalism as the existential life of fie
traditional African which is founded on the belief that all
human being are members of one family of human kind. It
presupposes that while the family is the unit of an African
community, everyone in that community is his brother’s
and sister’s keepers.’

Tke Odimegwu also sees Aftican communalism as the mode of Life of the
traditional Afiicans characterized by humane living, we mean a way of life;
emphatically central upon human interest and values. It manifest a mode of living
evidently, characterized by empathy, consideration for others and deep compassion for

: : 8
human life. Above all, it stresses oneness and unity of purpose.

They way of life among African is simply religious in native, where as every

ones is his own brothers or sisters keeper.

Iroegbu assert that communalism is of various principle, they are belongingness,

Bqual substantive liberty, integrity, respect and solidarity, communalism as a way of




, Julius Nyerere, Egbeke Aja also gave their

own contribution on African Communitariansim '

Placide tempels argued that there are laws governing the laws of vital causality
such that these law affect every member of the community. The type of relationship that
exists in the human community has direct link with this conception of reality which has
help guide the life of the individual and the community bringing a closer relationship
among them.''].S, Mbiti, popularize the beliefs of Africans which he expressed as “T

am because we are and since we are therefore I am”

These concepts was derived from the Cartesian expression of personal identity is
based on social interaction.>The life of the individual, his well-being, his lot in life, is
not seperable from the community in which he lives, i.e. to say that the individual is an
important member of the community, it is the individual that forms the community not
the community that forms the individual. Leopold Senghor adopted the ideas of
Tempels, he argued that Affican has a natural feeling of oneness with the object of
knowledge. It is this natural feelings of oneness that brought about close companionship
among the individuals, African reason is by embrace, however. According to Tke
Odimegwu, Senghor argued that from God through man down to the grain of sand, man

. 13
who is at the centre of the universe

ig seen to play the role as a person,




Nkrumah sees co e
Mmunalism as the alicestor of modern socialism, he posit that;

The Spirit of communalism is worthy of emulation and it is
a spirit that {g crystallized in its humanism and its

reconmh]afon of individual advancement with group
welfare.

Another Aftican philosopher, Tulius Nyerere in his essay “ujamaa, the basis of
African socialism argued that the African society was socialist because it is based on the
principle of family hood which seem to be synonymous with communalism. Nyerere
see socialism as an attitude of the mind marked by people, caring for the welfare of one
another, but even with the attitude of caring, everybody was a worker.7 The
community is able to achieve a sense of security for its members as well as universal
hospitality on which all the members could depend". The most important part of the
economic life of the community is the distribution of wealth, Egbeke Aja, an African

scholar gave his own position, he argued that;

African which is founded on the belief that all human
beings are members of one family of human kind. Tt is the
traditional communalism of the existential life of the
traditional concern for persons and their well-being. It pre-
supposes that while the family is the unit of an African
community, everyone in that community is his brother’s or

o 1
sister’s keeper.

These position rendered by Egbeke preaches equality. The Igbo understanding

of communalism seems to be the bedrock of the wonderful relationship which exist in

the traditional African society. According to Ike Odimegwu, Nze argued that;




Communalism 45

a democratic System is fraternal in the
ers are linked through blood, and is
raditiona| religious practices, essentially
e for the Community and not strictly for

Sustained by the ¢
and primarily dog,
the individugl 17

How is such plausible, the fundamental question raised against such definition

rendeted by Nze ig that,if such practices is done for the community and not the

individual, then what forms the community? Is it not the individual?

African communaljsm is based on man, the man in these state is a communal

being that has a foot in these physical world and also the spiritual world'®

The law of non-contradiction state that one cannot be here or there, it either you
are here or there. The interaction of force in the Igbo conception has an intimate kind of
ontological relationship. According to Ike Odimegwu, temple holds that “the world of
forces is held like a spider’s web of which no single thread can be caused to vibrate
without shaking the whole net-work.'*Death is constructed to be a terrible happening
but death is viewed differently by the Africans. According to Wilson Muoha Maina,

magesa State that there are fire phrase of ethical concern that promote moral living in

the community, these five phrase are;

a. Religion
b. Mystery of life and death

¢. Domestic and social virtues

d. Sex and sexuality




€. Forms of sle-jdentity'g

b i 3 i
MBmbers ot 4 Affican Community inclyde the living and the living dead, the ancestors

from this conception of life i community, Bujo writes that;

Not only does Wwhat happens 1o the living concern them but

Our attitudes ang acts can strengthen or diminish the life of
the dead 2

Onyewuenyi stated that “when a man dies, his biological or physical life as wel]
as his spiritual and mental life cease but the force in him which provide him with

consciousness remaip?!

These is problematic, because whep 8 man die, the whole of him cease to exist,
so if the consciousness remain in him afier death, such a consciousness, is it a physical

one or a spiritual one?

Individual in African Communalism

Individuality is the principle of distinction and identity in existence realities, it {s
the uniqueness of the proper existence of the subsistent existent man as a subsisting
entity is an individual, but he is an individual whose uniqueness and identity are to be
exercised within the community %, since it is impossible for a community to exist

without individual, it is also impossible for a community to exist without the individual,
s

according to the Odimegwu, Maritain observes that;

. S tate of universality, which
ividuality is opposed to the s
iﬁic:;;g;:‘ve};n thep gn'nd. It designates that concrete state of




ni in divisi .

:v;llitghm]d) n lelSl_On, tequired by existence, in virtue of

e every actuality or Possibly existing nature can posit
Sellin existence ag distinet from other being.

The individual composed of mattep and these matter differs from one another,
According to Ike Odimegw, Bogliolo observes that “it is matter alone, which makes
possible a multiplicity of identical forms that are individually different in the manner

that Peter is not P aul, even if they are twins 2, 1 therefore hold that two individual of

the same essence cannot have the same thinking or character.

The communalism in African thought-pattemn is tied to the idea of the
community, the community is constituted of 3 group of people who together experience
reciprocity of awareness. Dickson hold that communalism is a characteristic features
that defines “Africanness” the personal life is the communal life and the communal life

is the personal life.

African is confronted with ny-raid of challenges such as leadership, poverty,
disease, political instability, conflict, to mention these few, Effort are constantly made
to addresses these problem, since post colonial period to contemporary period. These

effort are largely based upon western ideas such as the introduction of democracy,

humanitarian support from western countries etc.

This unfortunately has not be over-all successfully in ensuring peace and

political stability, The polar is why is it that the problem confronting Africa seem to




defy solution? Are there ways to addressing thege

problem which will consequently

ensure the peace of polity?

affecting African societies, some of these problems are corruption, leadership problems,

globalization, Poverty and fooqd insecurities. The nyraids of problem like corruption was

addressed by Lawal, he stated that;

Corruption exist throughout the world, in developed and
countries alike, in recent vears there have been significant
Increase in the attention paid to corruption in parts of (1)
series of high level corruption case in industrial countries
and (2) due to an increasing awareness of the costs of
corruption throughout the world and (3) due to the political
and  economic changes which many countries are
undergoing corruption in Africa is a development issues
Affican countries cannot bear the cost of corruption which
impedes development and minimizes the ability of
government to reduce poverty efficiently addressing
corruption in African countries has become a developed
impearable **

Khan (1996) defined corruption in his own way, he defined it as an act which deviated
from the formal rules of conduct governing the actions of someone n a position of

public authority because of private-regarding-motives such as wealth, power.

In Nigeria, several cases of corruption has been known in terms of public officer
holder accumulating a huge amount of money into their own private accounts, such acts
is an istic acts and such public officer holder use these medium to boost their statys

€gois

- iety, commanding respect from all side because of the political power he now
1 the society, ¢

acquire.




mainly on the ground of morality, 23

The problem of food insecurity affects the social political status of the Africans.

It is important for one 1 understand what g]) people, at most times have physical and

£Conomic access to nsufficient, harmful and un-nutritious food that does not meet their

need for an active healthy life, Angela Mwaniki quoted that;

Unstable social and political environment that preclude
sustainable economie growth, war and civil strive, macro-
economic imbalance in trade, natural resources constraints,
poor human resource base, gender inequality, inadequate
education, poor health, natural disasters such as floods and
locus infestation and the absence of good governance. All
these factors contribute to either insufficient access to food
by household and individual®®.

When the economy of a country is gradually regressing, it affects the people,
insufficient food could lead to death and these would lead to one attacking the other,
these act could lead to Thomas Hobbes State of nature, thus Mwaniki argued that;

The root cause of food insecurity in developzigig countries is
the inability of people to gain access to food

The problem of globalization also posed a greater threat to social political status
of Africa. Mwaniki defined globalization in his own word, he see globalization as a
ica,
that allows countries to benefit from capital flows, technology transfer,
concepts that a 7

27
,market in the long term

cheaper imports and larger exports




Globalization algq b ; .
elign disease and Infection, disease such ag malaria and Hiv/Ajds
not only reduce the . .
e Wailable to agriculture ang household food acquisition

butalso increase the burden of household jp, acquiring food?®

B i Bipraly associated with the problem of leadership. The resources of the

African s so much that our leader use thege resources to take good care of themselves

and their loved-ones, some mismanaged thege fesources, these led Otieno to assert that;

Resources in Africa if wel] managed are capable of
providing for its entjre population, hence the potential for a
more stable environment, however, it is well documented
that stolen wealth from Aftican often end up in bank
abroad, be it money by political elites (the case of Mobutu
of Zaire, Abacha of Nigeria, and Moi of Kenya, just to
mention a few or the recent Kibaki regime Anglo-leasing
scandal ;n Kenya) they still end up in bank in the western
capital %,

Communalism can only be used to tackle the problem confronting African

societies. It will be analysed in the next chapter.
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CHAPTER Tw(

The valye of . .
fa decent Society are in many ways the values of the family units

which is why helping 1o re-established 8ood family and community life should be a

central objectives of government policy. A society is

comprises of different face and tribe, for Afrigan they lived a life of communal living
the individual living in the community has their freewi]] and the role of the community
is to guide these freedom for individuals to provide them with the necessary securities

as well as to maintain order’,

The society is mainly consisting of individual and has the responsibility of
providing welfare for its people since the community itself is like a society. The
individual must know the reason of being in a society African is a society of itself, a

society that is inhabited by black people according to Ike Odimegwu, Blyden argued
that;

African is the home of all black peo_ple a.nq the2 habitation
of this home is an essential part of being African™.

o i W ri erson is from his own
Jomo Kenyatta on his contribution of who an African p
3

ich i d on the harmony and
nat d that the land is the soul of the people which is based on etk
ure, argued tha

£ life i.e. it is the land that serves as a means of survival
Stability of the African’s mode of life 1.¢.

13




search of person hood i Aftican settin
g,

F :
Undamenty) question are being raised such as
(a) could there be ap Africap Person? (®)

. s there an Afrjean person? (c) what/who is the
Affica person? (d) what g, the def;

ining element characteristic or attributes of the
African personality??

An African ¢ ity i M.
Ommunity is made Up te individual huyman being who communicate

with each other. These Communication s present i all areas of daily liying*.

For black African, it is not the Cartesjan “cogito ergo sum” (T think, therefore [

am) this can clarify in the common Affican maxim “I am, because we are and since we

are, therefore I am™

Human beings are social being born into families, groups, tribes, clans, towns,
cities or countries. In an African context, there is no individuality without the saciety.
Bujo argued that “African way of acting and thinking has a similar solidarity with his o
ber tribal community which brings about personal freedom to the individual jtself""

The quest for stable polity is vital for all African societies it is pettinent to
understand what polity means. According to Encyclopedia, it defined polity as the form

of government of a social organization; a politically organized unif; shrewd or crafts

ther organized community or
2 s 0 mean a state or o
management of public affair, it can als

body,




authority to judge between them,

Roussea’s have a different view about these, he believed the society that change the

man, he stated that:

The idea of that natural man is that man is gom_i by nature,
if he is wicked, it is because bad upbringing and

environment have corrupted him.

Man according te Roussea, has no blame as a result of his action, it is pertinent
10 note that man has an egoistic character in him, man always strike to attain power Ov‘_sr
Bis fellov man, It is when government is formed, that man make law to ensure that he is
N table polity.

PTOtecling s oeapietn d the govemmem is in charge of a s




The ultimate objectiye of all socieies
ar

universal character sugg

objective typically includes:

i Political equality

ii. Social justice

1l Human dignity including freedom of conscience

iv. Freedom from wants, disease and exploitation

V. Equal opportunities and

Vi, High and growing per capital incomes equitably distributed

Different societies attach different weights and prioties to these objective, but it

ievi that
is largely in the political and economic means adopted for achieving these ends tha

inci itions the system must satisfy are
Societies in ensuring a stable polity, the principal conditions the sy

i itions
i It must drawn on the bet of Africa traditi

ew and rapidly changing circumstances and
on

ii, It must be adaptable t




1i1.

the toolg

of aminority at the expense of the needs of the majori
T

of specia| iptcrest, creating desire

ty.

nation as a whole with the hope that ultimately the same spirit can be extended 1o ever

larger area. It implies a mutua) responsibilities by sacieties and its members to do with
the very best for each other with the full knowledge and understanding that if saciety
prosper its members will share in that prosperity and that societies cannot stay firm

without the support of others members.

The state has an obligation to ensure equal opportunities to all its citizen,
eliminate exploitation and discrimination and provide needed social service such as
: i Inity i inks in establishing a

Education, medical care and social security. Unity is a strong link: I3

; e.
stable polity which other countries can emulate

i rnment i.e the people in the
I lusion, a society must be in charge of a goves
n conclusion,
ve peace

i so as to li
0clety must follow the rules and regulation
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“matter of the distribution

ofthe goods and burden of life so that everybody could haye a fair share”. Egbeke Aja

defined African communitarianism ag the existential life of the traditional African
which is founded on the belief that all human being are members of one family in
mman kind. It simply means that individual living in the communal setting share the

life of the community itself, their culture and tradition help them to preserve the unity

that exist among them.
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