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ABSTRACT

This essay examines corruption as an impediment to the democratic development

in Nigeria. It also explain the causes and effect of corruption on the Nigerian structure

and finally examines the ways oí curbing corruption for effective democracy.
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CHAPTER ONE

I .O Corruption.

The word corruption is derived lro111 the Latin ter111

"coJTumpo" ( corru111pcrc, corruptus), literally meaning 'to rot' to decompose', to

disintegrate" or to decay"
1

• In other words, it means to loose "purity" or "integrity". In

the strict sense, corruption is understood as an act of being dishonest with a given

responsibility or duty for selfish end. ll has broadly been defined as a perversion or a

change from good to bad. Sp_ecifically, corruption or corrupt behaviour involves the

violation of established rules for personal gain and profit.

Com1ption can also be seen as
" all actions that tamper with or compromise justice and

fairness ...

"2 It is also described as the gain of money, material/ financial resources,

contract, employment, status, power anel psychological satisfaction through illegal and/ or

immoral practices such as bribery, fraud, abuse of office, robbery, electoral

malpractice

From the above conceptions, comtption is an epidemic lhat has pcrm.eatcd into the very

fabric of our society. Since it is a dishonest or an unjust act, com1ption debases the value of

human person, erodes the dignity of human persons and annihilates human freedom. The

human person is used as a "thing" an object; a means toward an end instead of being

treated as a subject, an end in himself/herself, Thus cormption distorts the moral norms,

principles or obligation of a given society. Some writers say that corruption is endemic in

all government, and that it is not peculiar to any continent, region or ethnic group. It cuts

across faith, religious denominations, and political systems, it affect both young and old,
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man and woman alike. Corruption is found in democratic and dictatorial politics; feudal,

capitalist and socialist cconomics'".4

However, com,pt practices did not begin today; the history is as old as the world.

Ancient civilization have traces oí widespread illegality and coJTuption. Thus, coJTUption

has been unbiguitous in complex societies from ancient Egypt, Israel, Rome and Greece

down to the present society. This docs not however mean that the magnitude of corruption

is equal in every society. Some countries arc more corrupt than others, it depends on the

level of civilization and as to Segun Ogungberni, "com1plio11 is part ofmodernization .. .5. It

is a global phenomenon, however, it is pandemic in Nigeria; the leaders as well as the

followers arc com1pt. Corruption incapacitates the development of any given nation or

state. ln portraying the same assertion, Olayinka Opafola Opines;

Cormprio11 de¡,recw/es the value oj honesty,
brotherhood or solidarity. altruism and
patriotism.... liesir/es ii promotes
misappropriation and/ or misapplications of
jin,ds, capital flight, anrl shortage of capital"

7

Therefore, the evil consequences of corruption are numerous; e01TUption, apart from

its effect on a given state, reduce the human person to the level of lower animals by this, I

mean, man behaves illegally and unjus!ly. (The animal part oveJTides the rational part).

Corruption brings disorderliness, anarchy and doom to a nation. Ít breaches against

commutative or social justice. ln a nutshell, corruption connotes an act of demanding,

receiving or obtaining any benefit of any kind either for oneself or any other person on the

account of anything done or nol·donc, or to be afterwards done or not done in the discharge

of one's work or duty.
7
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p THE VARIOUS TYPESOF CORRUPTION.

¢:orruption is a broad concept that cuts across wide range of interests. As such, it embraces

all facets of human life.

Thus; we shall group corruption into four groups, namely:

1.2.1 Political Corruption

Political com1ption takes place at the highest levels of political authority. It occurs

when the politicians and political decision makers who are entitled to formulate, establish

and implement laws in the !larnc of lhe people arc themselves c01n1pt. It is best understood

as the unlawful or improper use of influence power and other means to achieve one's

political ambition. lí includes dishonesty, injustice, or pa11ial behavi-our on the part of

politicians, government parastatals or employee against lhe masses. Thus, this nuance or

political com1ptio11 is simply a distortion or disorderliness of political setting of any given

nalion.8

In broad lcm1s, political corruption is an effort
to_

secure wealth or power through

illegal means for private benefit at public expense. It means the abuse of entmsted power

by political leaders for private gain, with the sole aim of increasing power or wealth. It

involves a wide range of crimes and illicit acts committed by political leaders.

"Moreover, political corruption is an abuse of political system of trust and of fue

principles that make democracy effective. Hence, political com.1ption is an obstacle to

transparency in public life. It causes the loss of faith in politics just like what we are

ctmently witnessing in Nigeria's political sphere, it bleaches tmst on politicians and

parties, and challenges the values of democracy thereby making the various institutions of

democratic government venulrablc. Thus, political com1ption is undermining democracy

3
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id good governance, subverting the forn1al processes. ll causes to the electoral and
f

lêgislativc bodies distortions by way of reducing accountability and representation in policy
and decision making to the judiciary and public administrative offices by giving rooms to

unequal provision of services.'' ·

Therefore, political corruption erodes the institutional capacity of government

procedure resources are siphoned abroad, oflícials arc hired or promoted without regard to

perfonnance. It undermines lhe legitimacy of government. The various instances of

political com1ption includes: embezzlementof funds, laking bribes, extortion, insincerity in

awarding contracts, frauds, buying and selling of elecloral votes, rigging of ballots,

thuggery cheating etc.

A practical example is the case oí the ío1111er Edo State Governor, Chief Lucky

lgbincdion who was convicted and has been standing trial in the case of money laundering

and other corrupt charges brought against commission. The Federal High Court sitting in

Enugu on Thursday. December i 8, 2008 convicted him on a one-comt charge of corruption

and was fined W3.5m."1"

Another example is tha1 of Iate Adedibu and his loyalist who unleashed mayhem on

the people in Oyo state whereby voters dare not vote against his "anointed" son Alao

Akala, as waiting thugs always lurked at the comer, armed with cutlasses and guns: cutlass

was very expensive during the 2007 election process in lbadan."11

l.2.2 Economic Corruption

Here, corruption undermines economic development of a state by generating

considerable distortions, and inefficiency. lt emerges in both private and public sectors.

Business have been known to hid for favour to any level provided the economic cost of

.?': t
. l it ,

·

_,.l-r?: ..

\..{ 'J': i\?. '. :.,,,

/



Íuch favour does not exceed the returns and the value made possible by such corrupt act. ln

?1c rublic sectors, distortions in government budgetary, plans, diversion of public

,investment into private projects, bribes, kickbacks of governments pla;1s, reduction in the

quality or government services and inl"rnslructures, Thus, economic corruption can be

defined "as the abuse or misuse of the resources of a given nation through illicit payments,

inflation profiteering."12 The v,11,ious forn1s of economic com1ption include;

(a) Adulteration of Business products

Adulteration is simrly defined as "the act of making any commodity impure by the

addition of other base ingrcdicnt."11 These extra ingredient con-upt the original fonn, nature

and quality of such products thereby rendering them ineffective when used. The negative

result may be risk of health. Adulteration of food items beverages and drugs are done

mainly with lhe aim of increasing prollts for the manufacturers or merchants, This for

instance, is most obvious in Nigeria. S,N. lwe in his "Socio-cultural issues in Nigeria",

identified one of the problems of' Nigeria as "enslavement to money anel decline in public

rnorality."14 This explains why most Nigerian businessmen go to any extent, using any

means and objects to make "quiêk 1noncy, even if it means trading on human parts.

(b) Deceit in Advertisement of Products.

Advertisement is a very important aspect of business enterprise. It is a public notice

of offering or asking for goods, scrviccs."15 Advertisement is an important part of any

business because it is lhe means by which products, services and the business itself are

presented to the public as favourable as possible."1r, Deceit on the other hand is the "action

of deliberately trying to make somebody believe something that is not true, usually so as to

get something for oneself. ..

"17
Thus, advertisement fe1tile ground for business enterprise, It
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becomes another form of ccono111ic corruption when litkc products are being advertised just
for the sake of profit maximintion. not considering the lives of the public. It can be

corrupted when businessmen falsely employ the medium as a strategic means of

"profiteering" and "accounbbility" of wealth. In this regard, advertisement can be

misleading and deceitful not only in the sense of say what is overtly false but also when it

distorts the truth by implying things that arc not so.

Economic corruption has t;1kc11 over the entire sectors in Nigeria that has to do with

money. This buttresses the charges leveled against some bank officials recently. These

people includes Berth Ebong of Union Bnnk, Sebastian Adigwe of Afribank, Okey Nwosu

oí Finbank, Erastus Akingbola of l11tc1-co11tincntal Bank and Cecilia lbru of Oceanic

International Banks. They wc1·c sacked by C.B.N on August 14, 2009 for combined

W747bn toxic loan."1' The Economic and rinancial Crimes Commission (EFCC) sealed off

sorne of the properties linked to Cecilia lbru. The EFCC had earlier seized the properties

and shares li11kcd to her i11 27 companies, including banks, oil and gas,

tclccomrnunicatio11s, aviation as well as real estates and manufacturing fim1s. The anti-graft

agency claimed that some of the properties were brought with funds belonging to Oceanic

Bank. The value of the assets and hank account is put at over W399 billion. The EFCC had

seized ] 03 choice houses and shares i11 77compa11ies in Nigeria belonging lo Jbru."19

Where will all these lcau us is a question that we all need to ponder upon.

(e) Human Trafficking/Child Abuse

Human trafficking is yet another aspect of economic com1ption. In human

trafficking, human beings are taken lo be goods and commodities that can be exchanged for

money. Human trafficking is described as "an illegal exchange and use of human being

6
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?specially children women and girls for money or profit making."2º This is what is called\

?Neo-Slavery".The United Nation protocol gave a more elaborate definition of human

\trafficking as;

llecruilmenr. tr1111spor/11tion. /nmsfer. lwrhoring. or
recei¡,t of persons hy 111e1111s of 1l1reat or use offorce orother forms of coercion, ahd11ctio11.fraud, deception,abuse c!f power. or 1111/1ea/lhy or the giving and
receiving of payments or he11eJits to achieve consent of"person or havi11g control over a11otherjor the purposeof e.r¡,loiratio11. "21

Therefore, human trarticking is a corrupt form of economy because man is treated
as an object of trade and not as a subject of trade itself According to Karl Marx, "Man is

treated as a means to an end not as an end in ilself."22 ll dehumanize and rob man of his

dignity, thus, it is exploitative. As such, it is unjust and deprives human freedom. Nature

endowed every man with certain right and freedom. But in case of human trafficking, the

rights to freedom of the individual is violated. It encourages immoral behaviour since most

of those trafficked arc usually used for immornl and sundry criminal activities such as

prostitution and consequently unwanted pregnancy which leads to abortion or child abuse

anel the rapid spread of diseases and untimely death.

Child abuse is seen as lhe misuse or violation of a child's right this includes child
labour and rape. A typical example is that of child rape in Kano police and government

officials in Northern Nigeria's city of Kano have reporteei an upsurge in incidents of child

rape and said that young girls arc now unsafe in the city. ln one incident a 70-year-old man

allegedly raped a three year old girl Suleiman Abba, Kano's deputy Police Chief said

"Child rape is becoming rampant in Kano anel we are worried that if nothing is done to stop

the problem. It will go out of hand. l11 the last six months, police in Kano recorded 54 cases,

l
. .

.

d
,,23of child rape and made 60rclatcd arrests. In some cases t 1e v1ct1ms are gang-rape .
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Experts gave a number or reasons for the phenomenon. "some men have this
superstitious belier lhut they can cure themselves oí HIV/AIDS through rape. Others
believe that they can become rich iílhcy commit this act oíirresponsibility."24 Abubakar an
Islamic Scholar said

I. I .4 Social/Attitudinal Corruption

Social corruption is associated with anarchy, distortion or disorderliness. It may
toke the form of environmental degradation or pollution. It is regarded as social
degeneration or deterioration. Thus, we can define social corruption as a disorderliness of a

given structure be il st;1lc or natural objects. A typical example of this is the case of Niger
Della. The exploration of oi I in Niger Delta has caused a lot of pollution to the land, water
and air. The federal government agreed on l 3% derivation for the havoc wrecked on the
soi I and water of the Niger Dcilans. The question we should ask here is whether this
derivative principle is enough lo compensate for lhe pollution? This is why the Niger Delta
people are clamoring for Resource Control so that they will be able to manage their
resources themselves. The people of this area arc really suffering because the water has
been polluted by oil spillage they cannot farm on their land and the

general_conditionof the

people is pathetic which calls for a quick intervention from the govemment."25 We shall
also discuss something similar which is Atlitudinal Co1ruption.

Attitudinal corruption is the same as moral corruption which is the worst form of
corruption, moral conducts arc lhe summit of every ideal state or nation. Attitudinal
com1ption leads to devastation and destruction of any society. In the true, sense, what
makes a society to be 'good' is the moral upbringing of her members. If the members ofa
society are morally corrupt, that society cannot progress politically, economically etc. For

8
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instance, the problem with Nigeria is characterized by this very unfortunate phenomenon.
ln most Nigerian educational institutions as well as in the rest of the country, cultism,

prostitution, rnpc, indecent drc?sing, robbery, assassination and other uncharitable vices
have filled up the land. Nkconye Olakpor rightly noted this ugly situation thus:

The morai crisis jácing Nigeria today is
1111¡,reccdented A sober reflection 011 the use oflhe 1wtio11 wo11!d rci•rnl 11;,11 all is 11ot well witÍ,
ti. There is, for exwnp/c, a IJl"eak down of
disc1j,li11c i11 the home, school a11d workplace.Tmditional Nigerian 1•a/11es have hee11 totallydislocated wlulc lhe 11111hridled achievement
co11scio11s11css has drfl•cn o wedge hetween the
self and lhe otltcrs Fgoism. c/an11ishness,
sc(lis/111ess, hurcwrcralic ('01ruptio11, graft ..

110w co11s1ifute the grr1111mur o( co11r!ucf and the
standunl o(morulily1(j

ln a strict sense, moral or ;ittitudinal corruption is referred to as cormption of the

conscience or corruption or consciousness a situation whereby there is anarchy, chaos and

doom in a given nation. The problem in urban cities has worsened, or created conditions
which favour moral depr;ivity e.g. the desire for employment; the wish to show wealth

through acquisition of women the flamboyant demonstration of materialism in the midst of

poverty.

1.2 The Concept Democracy

The term democracy derives from the Greek words 'demos' meaning "people and

'Kratia' meaning rulc."27 Thus, etymologically speaking, democracy has come to be

reckoned with as rule by the people, it has on this basis being credited and regarded as a

workable system of government for all and sundry, that is, democracy has come to he seen

as the government that entails the essentials needed for the day-to-day political activities of

every country. However, the basis for this is not far fetched, it owes largely to the belief

9



Lhal democracy allows for lhe participation of every one. The implication of this is that the

governance of \e slate resides' in lhe hands of the people and this is the argument

ac\vanced for ti' entrcnclm1ent oi' democracy in any given polity. The argument that brings

ahout the co en sus that is largely ascribable lo the adoption of democracy as the best kind

of govern,;nt
stems largely fro_m

the ranging debate among political philosopher and this

center ,the question: which form of political system is best compatible with a system of

g00,ovcrnancc
that cuts across every society. There arc two main forms of democracy

,;h we arc going lo analyze as follows.

L. I Direct Forms of Democracy

ln general temi "direct democracy" usually refers lo satiation where citizens partake

in making policy decision in person, without going through representative and legislatures.

The classic examples of this is the New England Town Meeting where anyone from the

town who wants to show up to debate and vote on town policy can do so. Direct democracy

proposals tend to focus on voting schemes that would allow widespread, virtually continual

voting by millions of citizcns.2'.

1.2.2 Representative Form uf Democracy

Representative democracy is a form of government founded on the principle of

elected individuals representing the people as opposed to either autocracy or direct

democracy. ln many rcprescn\alivc democracy, leaders are most commonly elected in

election by a plurality of those who arc both eligible to cast votes and actually do so. A

representative democracy that emphasizes individual liberties is called 'Liberal

democracy'. In liberal democracies, representatives are usually elected in multi-party

IO



election that are free and fair. The power of representatives in a liberal democracy is

usually cmiailcd by a constitution or other measures to balance representative power.29

Going by the delinition of democracy and the tenets of liberal democracy, are we

practicing democracy in Nigeria? lias Nigeria ever conducted any free and fair election?
Do we have anything called 'checks and balances' in Nigeria government today? Is

mafianism not taking over Nigeria democracy today? What we have presently in Nigeria is

patron-client relationship between leaders and their so called godfathers which has become

a pestilence to democracy in Nigeria. Can Nigeria politics ever be free of corruption?

ll
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CHAPTERTWO

CAUSES OF CORRUPTION AND THE NATURE OF DEMOCRÀCY IN NIGERIA

2.1 Causes of Corruption

Corruption is one or the social problems that stares humanity in the face. It is a

global problem with certain destructive tendencies in the third world countries like Nigeria.

Bu\ \he rate or corruption in ?igcria is so alarming \hat one is constrained to ask; is there

anything specifically in the nature 01· Nigerians that makes them to be so eorrnpt? There is

a common belier among people th:it poverty is one of the major causes of corruption. Here,

it is argued that there exists a great deal of poverty among Nigerians in almost every

segment of their societal \1fc, ln Nigeria today, it is just a few families that can afford three

square meals a day, wear good clothes or enjoy the basic necessities of life such as water,

good road network and c\cetricrty.1 I lcncc, everyone takes to corruption. It is in view of

these that we shall analy1.c the causes oi' corrnpüon as rollows.

2.1. I Political cause

Under the political cause? of corruption we have the following causes.

a. The origin of corruption in Nigeria: the colonial period.

Colonialism could be said to be the primary cause of com1ption in Nigeria. The

colonial masters in the rrrst place brought with them complete imposition of the foreign

ideas on the whole of Africa including Nigeria. lt alienated rich African cultural values

tradition and ideas that promote the spirit of brotherhood, hospitality and solidarity among

them. African society in it's communalistic spirit which upholds the sacredness of life and

the dignity of human person.'

14



Although. one cannot rule out the foct that traces of corruption were also found in

African society as earlier mentioned. However, the arrival of the Britons were not

favourable lo a great extent to Nigeria. It is 110\ ns ifwc arc neglecting the impact made, but

it's policy 01· "divide and rule" (indirect rule) encouraged speedily the growth of

corrupl1011. The British set about cstabilshing local chiefs, creating tribes and gave room for

tribal conilicts. The Chiefs were given room to exploit the natives, thus inculcating in them

lhe spirit or dictatorship. autocr_atic and being authoritative which is highly noticed today

among our leaders. The result today is that our leaders see themselves as superior

111,?estics. Sorne of them could go lo any length to suppress their subjects and use them as

beasts. Leadership for them is not a matter of sacrifíec or service, but a way of projecting

oneself for selfish interest.'

Another sccJ oi' corruption planted in Nigeria was that of exploitation and

embezzlement of nation's resources. In the 11st instance, the few Nigerians hired by the

colonial civil service found lhe civil service structure as an avenue for lhe exploitation of

Nigerian resources on behal í oí the imperial over-lords.' Nigerians were thoroughly

schooled in this culture of exploitation that the public service was variously described to

mean "it is not my father's job"\ so. one was not expected to be overly loyal and certainly

not protective of the entire matter or the public service business.5 The result today is that

any Nigerian who happens to be given a key as an opportunity to a mass wealth and make

himself and his family comfortable. lle docs not even see the need for accountability and

proper management or government properties.

b. The Problem of leadership in Government

1 S

/



In the words oí the l,1mo11s African Novelist, Chinua Achebe, "The trouble with

Nigeria, is simply and squarely a failure oí leadership"." It is not that Nigeria cannot rise

above lhe line of poverty. Ii is not even that Nigeria is lacking that natural and human

resources to enhance clcve\oprncnt it is jusi because oí the unwillingness or inability of

Nigerian leaders to rise lo lhe level of being responsible and the challenges of personal

example, which arc the hallmark of true leadership, thus, the problems of responsible

leadership in government".' has been the cause of high rate of corrupt practice in Nigeria.

To a great extent, the greater percentage oí the problems in Nigeria today is as a

result of incompetent, insincere and inc1Tccl1vc leaders. For most Nigerians, the reason for

contesting for any political post is 1101 serve the motherland, but rather an avenue to acquire

wealth ami riches.

Karl Maier also towing lhe sarne path as Achebe, laid a big portion of blame to the

leaders as given rise to the problem or Nigeria. He writes:

/11 Nigerw lhe h/ame Jór ils /us/ ge11eralio11 falls
s1¡1111relv 011 lhe shoulder o( ii 's peoples leaders,

corrupt 1111/i1111y d1c1a1ors and their civilian
accomplices i11 who over lhe past 1111arter of a

ce11111ry have h11mhled II once proud 11atio11 through
out rig/rf i11compete11cewul greud.

8

'.'Ji geria, oftc1; called "(ji ant of A frica', is no doubt, the largest black nation on Earth

with abundant natural and human resources. Yet, this acclaimed giant of a developing

nation ahs refused to develop. I)
1s becoming increasingly clear that at the root of stunted

growth, social, economic and political misery is being caused by failure of leadership.

Nigeria has experienced both of lhe so-called leaders in the regimes was able to handle the

situation of the country. There have been series of instable government resulting from

countcrcoups, antagonism. dictatorship anarchism and manipulations in order to secure
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I:
political scats in government A 1

·

11Y cader that comes into power comes with new policies
f,•

f.
r

¡

and ideas. There is lack or cot r · ·

1 mu1ty 111 the whole governmental system. Nigeria is yet to

experience democratically elected government where the needs of the masses will be

focused on. There is ·m unst·1\ I

· · · ·

' , 1 e government 111 the present d1spensat10n owmg to the fact

that the present ruling party People's Democratic Party (PDP), the president and his ruling

cabincnts arc not 111ak111g any positive headway towards achieving a responsible,

government. In the last two elections (2003, 2007), it was characterized with rigging,

thuggery and hijacking of ballot boxes, li-aud, violence, loss of lives and so on in most part

oí the country.'' Mos\ or the gov.crnors, and other contestants did all they could to maintain

the second term.

ln a nutshell, a critical examination of \he situation of our political leaders shows

that there is an irresponsible act of governance in the whole process. It has contributed to

the growth of' corruption characterized by cmbczzlcmcnt, kickbacks on contracts, rigging of

election results, instability in political structure coups and cou11terco11ps ctc.10

C. Political god-fathcrism

Political god-fatherisrn is yet another strong phenomenon that has encouraged the

growth of corruption in the country. According to Edward Awugosi, "the nation (Nigeria)

is faced with yet another (cc(hing problem of political god- fatherism which like a

hamiattan fire, is fast\y spreading to every state of the 11ation at the expense of our hard

earned dcmocracy".11

The situation of politics is based on money being spent and not on the ground of

A . suit any individual who is campaigning for political office has to be

competence. s " re ·
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financially buoyant. Jn order 10 ·icl
.

1

.
. .' lleve 11s own poht1cal goal, he must surrender his will to

the consent of political god-í: 11

. /\ .d 1c1 s. n agreement 1s to be reached on paying a certain
amount lo the political s¡ionsor(s) 1

1

.w 1c11 vote, into power. Failure to comply wmTants an
immediate petition and all·ick ag-11·1,st ¡

·

121
e t 11s government

An cxam¡Jlc of this is tl1c N·1
.·

l ¡ ¡ ¡· ¡

·

h' ¡

·

¡ I

·

gc11a11 s y cc patron?c 1cnt re at1011s 1p w 11c 1 near y
truncated Nigerian democrncy in .lune I O'\ 2003. A self? confessed godfather, Uba

employed thugs and Nigerian police to abduct his gouson, Chris Ngige, who was lhe

elected governor of Anambra st;lc. Onwumcrc reported that, Ngige's sin was his refusal to

allow Uba lo nominate all political appointees, take lhe largest share of state's allocation,
and instantly pay him a sum 01· N2.5billion; the claimed cost of installing Ngige as

governor. Their loyalists embarked 011 a baltlc oí "iron" and "steel". The stale became a

war z.one, innocent lives were lost, houses were set ablaze, and Anambra state became

ungovernable for weeks. lt was not a case of two fighting, but a desperate godfather (Uba

and his troops consuming everything at their reach when it became clear that his

rnveslment was gone down the dram. The only solution the federal government proffered

was the threat to declare a state ofc111crgcncy in the state_l.1

This factor has caused the problem of unstable government and itTesponsible

I l I· ·

Ni·gcri··¡ The truth rc111ains that, in Nigeria politics, before one is qualified toca( ers 11p 111 <.

I tive ¡,ost the dc111amls of these hidden men must be adhered to. Mostcontest for any e cc · '

Cx•1·sts tension and clashes among the political godfathers of the differentafien, there

·

.

1- innocent Nigerians died in the cause of these conflict.
parties. In such situa !Oil, "

2.1-2 Economic Cause

. f U employment in the Countrya. High Rate o 11 •
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l

ln Nigeria today, there .;r .' e niany Jobless people roaming the streets. Most of them
have good qualification, •ind ..

•· ' "1 e capable of being productive in lhe labour services. As a

res u It of frustration, some O 1· ti .icsc young rncn and women engage themselves in c01Tupt

practices such as prostitution r I l .
.

' 011c1 Y, internet fraud (Yahoo. fraud) and so on, in order to

survive. Corruption therefore b,
I

, ccomcs l 1c only means of survival in order to make ends

meet al lhe end of the day.

Every human bci,w by 1ntur I

• ·

t 1 \ I

· ·

" ' e 1,1s o wor, anc 1c given employment 111 order to earn

his living. I 1· he is capable of working. The slate, on the other hand, has the duty to promote

man's temporal welfare and also provide the proper earthly conditions in which every

citizens capable of working will be free to work in order to earn his livelihood. Let us look

at the number of graduates Nigeria is producing yearly and yet there is no job opportunity.

According to W. Soyinka. "we have graduates who have graduated for four, live years who

do not even have where to lay the heads lct alone securing jobs.
14 The struggle now

becomes the survival or the !ittcsl which leads lo bribery, ext011ion and godfathcrism. Yet

those who arc already 111to the service do not want to retire for young graduates to come in.

However, the Nigerian government is yet to realize a full dream in the labour

system

.

-1¡ .1111 cm¡1]O,1ncnts an<l work decently for a living. The limitationon
Where her citizens w, g, ,

.
.

. ¡· ] igh number of comi pt practice in the nation.
this no\e has given IOOlll or 1

2.1.3 Religious Cause
.

1-11dcJicn<lence,
there has been series of religion crisis in Nigeria

Since the time oi

Cl
. t . 15 The problem has been so aggravated that in 1987,

between the Muslims ª11d lliS I.Ii e•

es of continuous religions war which have claimed

d "bo11t the conscquenc
being womc u
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ilves ami properties, the fed ..
1c1,1 govcrn111cnt t bl.

I
cs a 1s 1ed a National Advisory Committee on

Religion Affairs
(NACRA) Ie iargcd with the responsibility of making necessary

rcco111111cndatio11and seeking .11PP5si 1 e ways lo harmonize the religions cultural interests
and mutual co-existence bctwe

11 Cl
.

_en 1c mst1ans and the Muslims.15
l listorically. Islamic rcligi, .. .

. . ,,,,
'11 Cdine 11110 Nigeria about 11 century to Kcnen Bonrn

d. I 411'an 111 t 1c I century to the Hausa land. By the 17'" century, Islam was already a state

religion in the north bcc·,use ti e - ¡,. . .

1

- • Jr
- ' ·

1 Ill eis dcccpte, to rule according to its tenets. 'However,
despite this show or devotion, the rulers were syncrctic. This lapsed particularly among

Sarki in Hausa land, led the ambitious reformer Sheikh Usman Dan Fodio to seize power in

1804. Between 18 I O and 1817, Shchu established a Muslim administrative system based on

lhe Sharia, lladcth and Su111u This was the system, which Lord Lugard later adopted and

called indirect rule. Given lhe paucity 01· personnel and finance at his disposal, Lugard

expediently involved the Muslim leadership in the British colonial government. In brief,

this pointer out how the Muslims have dominated the Nigerian government in political

affairs and considered themselves as champion leaders of this nation.17

However, Christianity bcg:111 actively in Nigeria in 1842 with the an-ival in badagry

r
• · -

f ti \'cslcrn mission society (WMS) and the church missionary societyo 1111ss1onancs o 1c ' , ·-·

,1
.·• ·

• M
·

s1·011 f'cillowcd soon a1lcr ami within a short period, the southern(CMS). OtherC111st111a is.

, , . b. I

- .. of 1111ssionarics activities. Christian mission advance into
part of the country w,1s d cc 11vc

.

t -ucccssful because the colonial administration was
Northern Nigerian was not 00 s

. , re 110 restrictions, the mission established themselves
protective of Islam. Where tbeie "e

Such as education, health care, orphanage and old
wcl fare servicesfast by providing

people's homes.
11
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From the above
assertion, one ,

__ . , _ .
could sec clearly that the d1v1s1on of N1gena mtoNorth and South had it's own rcr ,- .igion foundation. ln a way, this has influence the politicalturmoils in the country. This diver··¡- .

·

. .
.

.

·

.

81 lc,it1011 oí rchg1ons groups 111 Nigeria has encouragedthe speedy growth of corni11ti<
·

N. ·lll
111 igcna. In lhe first place, the two religions are foreign

to the land of Nigeria They ha
l

-

I

·
· ·

· · · ·

' ·

.
• ve 11oug it their d1stmct doctrines, which have mdoctr111ated

the rich pari of Nigerian tru<litiuil religion.

Moreover, the cause of the endless religions crisis in Nigeria has been the
actcccdcnt or the Islamic Sharia

La,?· and its strong declaration in the Northern state. The

Sharia is the Islamic lcg,1' code. The l <J7<J constitution recognized the validity of Sharia in

lhe north, and provided il,r a line oi' appeal. Provision íor a Sharia appeal court was also

111a,Jc in the constitution or l <JS<J_ The report or the 1994/95 constitutional conferences

made reference toil loo.'''

Today, the "v!uslim li111damcntalists have attempted to enforce on Nigeria as the

practice of the Sharia. They have cníorccd the Christians particularly those living in the

northern states to practices Sharia law. The result has become endless crisis, teJTorists

attack and wars among the native. At different points in time, there have been various

incidents in which the Muslim and the Christians in Nigeria have engaged in conflicts.

Corrupt practices of di ífcrcnl kinds have merged as a result oí the controversy of the two

l.
·

A . ¡·- tl e •oti,itless numbers of Nigerians who have died in the cause of the
re 1g1ons. part 10111 1 e

. .
-

1 1 ·11·0118 of naira arc being destroyed in each of the crisis. What a

crisis, properties wort 1 11 1 •

pity'

A practical example of this religions crisis is the issue ofBoko Haram. Boko Haram

is a liHle-known Jslarnist sect while attacked a police station in Nigeria's Northern state of
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Bauchi on 2<> July 21JO<J Tl ,
.

. ie 1nc1dent
I

Ie, lo a four-day ar1ncd. _

_ struggle between statesccunty forces and nie1nhcrs r
1

. _
, o

I 1c militant 'r -

g oup, spreadmg to three other states YoheKano ,ind Borno and lcavin, . _

'

g ,ls r11any as 80() people dead. The militant attacks which
followed lhe arrest of several r

.

0
1 ls members h.,

1 1

-
.

.· 'ige e, mamly police stations, government
building and churches in the 1,,ur .1, 1

_s '1 cs. l3oko Haram, which roughly translates as 'Western
cducat1on is a sin', rejects Western inll· uences and val 11cs and seeks to overthrow the
redera! government. The sect appears lo be an outlet for young often

unemployed people to express diss·itisl't •t'
-

1 1

_ "'· · ' · 'e 1011 w111 t 1e establs1he111nt.

2.1.4 Social Cause

The lntlucncc of fordgn Nations

educated, but

Corruption continues tu thrives strongly in the country due to the influence of the

developed nations of Europe and i\mcrica Nigerian leaders have been greatly iníluenced by

the Western ideologies and policies. Most or our leaders have built mansions, factories and

have hidden billions or dollars in lorcign banks. They have helped lo develop the Western

World, leaving behind our nation Nigeria. The president, ministers and governors have

-
21

made so many 1nc!cfinablc trips to Europe and Amenea.

Strongly indoctrinated by the western ideology, Nigerians have been politically

. .
- -

1

, t ly the white man could guarantee the decision that is gooddeceived 11110 bcl1cv1ng t 1.1 on

,

I· 1 1 is inhabitable· only the white man's continent is
for them; only the white man s '11' '

inllucncc, most or Nigerian leaders are used indirectly in
secured. With such a kind oi·

d '·,s 'saboteurs' in perpetuating the unjust
I I They arc use

building the Western wor' - -

I
I They arc used as negative tools to hold in

.
. of the native anc •

oppression and cxplo1tation
_ _ _ 22

. . 111ic development Ill N1gena.
r 111,cal ccono

constant check the pace O po '

.

¡-
,

·

i ..... .

·:
! '1...,,? ,,:_:¡., ?'

, ..., ,J. ..--:r{,::;;' r

,_ [,;ir(¡?: ?
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The Multiplicity of ldcofl}oj
1.,., cs or lhe Nation

Also, due lo lhe
l1L11ne;.ous

ideologies, li
.

icrc is lack or continuity even in ourgovernment. Each rcg1n1c that colncs int .

.

0 power
1111mcdiatcly abandons the old plans or1.tlcs or the 11ast ·101111·1

·

l' 11s rators ·111 I l
.

' '
J\'\ngs out its own imaginative ideas or plansincoherently. For instance. during lhe B· l ·

.

.'11,mg1da's adn11nislration, he came with stmctural
adjustment progran11nc (SAP), Directorate for good roads and rural infrastructures with
billions of naira spent lc1r this very Jluriiosc. 01

·

1asa11Jo also came up with new ideologies to
curb corruption Independent Corrupt Practices Commission (ICPC) Economic and
Financial Crimes Commissions (EFC'C).'' Also, Yar'adua presently has come up with his 7

points agenda. In actual sense, our leaders have been bringing out good plans, but the

problems is lack of implc111cnlatio11. l·"or instance, the issue ofrebranding Nigeria. What the

Nigerian leaders need is an ideology that will be unique in handling our problems. ensuring

a continuity in governmental runctions and a healthy growth towards sustainability in

ccono111ie and political spheres.

2,2 Effects of Corruption in Nigeria Slrudurc

I

.

5 become a cankcrworm that has eaten deep into the
It is no doubt tlwt corrupl1on i,1

·am¡iant that is seen as a normal way of life for.
•

l It Ins become so 1, '
fabric of Nigerian socie Y· '

_

,

d the Nigerian structure adversely that amidst
.

I

.
' . extent has aflcclcthe people. This to a algc ·

.

l the economy is very bad because of
. . ic liavc in th1s coun ry,

I

.

¡ ¡ 1

.. d resou1ccs 11t le ne l ant na Lil'
•

f !l e we shall analyzei the followers. ln view o 1cs
. 'l ti the leaders ant

corrupt pract1ccs oi 10 1

. _.. structure as follows:
the effects of corruption in NlgCJl,l
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2.2.I Economic Structure

Corruption has so , _

pc1111cated our economic and .

extent that, people arc on .

' business structure today to theen scared or irodI llcls that arc tn d
.

.
.

most of these products . .

a e 111 Nigeria. This is because
,u e

ad_u Iterated hcC'1t1 ¡·
' se O the quest for fit k'producers do not v·ilu

1

.
pro I ma mg. Some

• e 1u1na11 lile all 1

.
' '

I icy arc interested
. .

111 is money. A practical examplewas that of a cough syrup "M ,. _ ,,y I ick111 which recently cla1·111ed the lives of so manychildren who used ii. It w·is ht ,1 1.
'·

' e Y l iscovcrcd th·it .1 I· . .
' '

e ,rngeious che1rncal was mixed with
lhe content of the syrup all in th, , e .e quest ,or quick money."

Also, expressive or corruption is ti ic many cases of Nigerian business tycoons
importing fake ami expired product into the country. In most cases, lhe goods smuggled in
are adulterated. As ª result. so many Nigerians have suffered tetTible sickness and others

have died due to these 1·akc and expired products such as foods, drinks, and drugs etc. ¡11

the course oi' ti111c, the Nigeria government has set up different control agencies such as;

Standard Organization of' Nigeria (SON), National Drug and Law Enforcement Agency

(NDLEA), National Agency íor Food Drug Administration and Control (Ni\FDAC). These

agencies arc working but Jacks suílicicnt enforcement personnel and needed materials to

I I I d
e It .

2; The N igc1ü business world is still being characterized with
appre iene t 1c e,au c1 s. '

t r ¡1co¡ilc what matters in business is making money and it
corrupt persons. For these se o ·

. .

.1

e . ti 11 there is no ethnical consideration in business
docs not matlcr how this is mat e 101 ici '

. d' ity 1·ustice and the promotion of brotherhood.
. ., ,,tforhuninn ign '·

cntcrpnscs such as lhe 1 '-'spec .

2.2.2 Political Structure
.

. ..
, ,ame and a beehive of evil people. The truth

.
· 1olit1cs 1s a dut) g

For most N1genans, I

. . .

Tl
·

Nigerian pohttcs 1s geared towards
· corrupt. 115

1s that Nigerian political structurc is

24
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:icq11iríng wealth and not in ti ,ic sense o¡· .
.

.

.
.

P,llnot1c service lo th .

.

people. 13cío1e clcct1ons, poliC .·.
e nation as bcheved by most1c1,1ns can go t 0 any extent t

political ambitions. Ourin? 11

.

0 secure power and achieve their, 1C (1111c O¡ ti
.

ic1r
can1paign rallies mane . .

arc bribed with money or other ?
.

' Y 1s chsplayed, people
oot! Items and others a

.
.'re paid heavily to assassinate theirfollow man. lí politician (in Nigeria) arc lo b_.b11 e each other or lhe pub] ic in order to be

elected to office, it will l Jc reasonable to assume ti
I

.
· 1at I 1ey will try to recoup the amount

they spent, and any system tlnt'1s .. .
'

· COIi upt will break down. -26 This explains why politics
111 Nigeria is a matter ol·"do" or"¡- ,,

¡·¡·l ic •1 air characterized by violent attacks, hatred, greed
nml injustice.

ln 111ost situations Nigerian politics is based 011 tribal identity. Political parties are

fo1111cd based on this conception for the Hausa, :in lgbo 111:111 is not qualified to be elected to

any political post. It is also applicable with lhe Yoruba man and vice versa. The minority

tribes' political rights arc being denied. It has aggravntcd com1pt practices in politics in

Nigeria ¡0 the extent that politics 1s no more a matter of moral competence but tribal

variations. As rightly observed by /\lhaji Shchu Musa Yar'Adua"

!?. 1hc firs/ rc¡mhlic lo tl,e second republic,
I om

.

¡ ¡ If vou were a
,arlics ii-ere rcgio1111!fv wsc,.

.

· I .I
. ' . . r. r cx11111plc, li/Ill you are 110I a mem ,e,

1101 !hu nci • .1°
. . , , as a bctravcr of lhe

. NPN rou we,e seen ..

.

of the
.

. .

.
v mint 1111d !'OIi were 1101 111

N I lfru11we1c11 io •

d ,jiart I...
.

. .

,y ·011 are also accuse o t ,e

;tction (ircJI/J) or UI 1 ·
·1

same thing ..

17

tire oí Nigerian political system. Persons are being
This Jrcscnts the unjust struc L

l

. ey influences the masses. In most
how yolll 111011

ompclcncc but on
.voted not based on e

.

d many vices are committed.
It

.

ngged an so ,

." d election resu is

cases, ballot boxes arc seize '

2.2.3 Social Structure
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In any given society
.1- \\ lcrc there ..

IS llloraf d

inNªI standard. such a soei ct\'
.

. _ cgcncration, moral d .
.

- 15 d1
ast1cal!v _

.
ecay or v1olahon of

.
.

- •ílcct? H .

,n tllis sense. Nigeria is broadly arr-.
.

cncc, lis social structures is affect dc,tctf not
.

.
e

.
Jllst Ill lhe e .

also its very social structmc Ir -

I

conom,c or political structure but.is icen arr-
,

cct by this unf
observation or the slate or .

ortunate phenomenon. A critical
111!r;1stn1cturc in our institutions of leam1·n g, hospitals,administrative sccn:tariats pul ¡-

.
. , IC cnrpnration

ck;irly the deteriorating ,md

and organ· 1-iza ions and so on, will show
dilapid,1tino shtc tlf N"

.

. .

"' '

igcna. There are poor road net-work
systems. clcctnc1ty. pi pc-borne \\ater su¡nl , , _

_

I ) • commu111cat1on

Disheartening enough
network, air lines and so on.

1s that. hill ions or ,r
·

.

l
.

:m• lo iudgclcd annually for these, yet. they are

being diverted lü private pockets_:, The worst f 1
, arcas o t 1cse scence are the western and

eastern parts of lhe country. The condition or Niger Delta people for instance quite

lamentable. This is where thc greater part of oil revenue comes, yet, the people lack

sunicicnl basic amenities like. water supply, electricity, shelter food and so on. The federal

government is not doing anything practical to lhe plight of these people despite the

movement made by thc people and the out enes for alleviation.29 The outcome of the

. .1- . t till hanging. These has remarkably shown the that
amnesty for the l\1gcr-Dclla 1111 ll,ln IS S " e

.
.

¡ dcciying and crumbling.
the Nigeria social structure ts ah cat Y ' ~

2.2.4 Religion Structures
as impostors and false prophets,

also In religions structures

CorruJJlion has come
1

·

, in order _to enrich themselves. I 1s not a

. fí lied our counlr)
evangelists and healers have 1

.

h them and make money from

I
but a Jllcdium to sip on

·
·

the peop e,
b dmatter of faith builchng 111

. fit making. It has een use
( rpnse for pro

b•1sincss en e

111c a '·
dlhein. Today, religion has beco

ower, fame, honor an so on.
. social status, p

.
. .

, ,aJth. pron1ot111gas a 111eans of acquiring \?C

26



tm,·n-halls hills:.1?c
;>rcad1crs. Pasto .rs.

self-proclaimed

·:: lhe nJnie f0 religion. defrauding;l\
;;:· :,;2-ú"'? ... y, ·J., .·· ' ,ns of robbers. instead of
? ..... ,:c•,rr:1rn'-? -

1,.::- mirac t:? such as creating

Dllnd to see and 50 many
?- ....

2¡?Jilg us.:J as a social clubs for

·

.:-?,. :- :.:\:::s ?::-:J 0:ht>r kYies are being asked from

???::.: :(' ?:3;---.:?. i? in ?h¡? church: sah"aiíon is being

::s', :f·c :?'c'éder of a church is the proprietor

?-:.: iº :0 some prayer h0uses to see

:·?-2. ('0:-:::;ultaiion fe-e befor? Lhe main

:.:·:·:--.: c:::..:rchcs we ha\·e 1t seems the more

.

despite the rich human
-< -.'"_,.l;:-\·elopcd nat10n ?

,_ra: ., e •
- -

. I The cankerworm
. º oversratemen

.

.
. ;. ro, an

.. ,:i:n. ,, .

. in all facets of
f this nanon

,] ,.,¡nent 0
¡_.,,,.._<.}i!\·? Of

j[1L.;.¡,._•



life. ll has made many lo believe 111•1" Nigeria is a dead country and a hopeless nation.(Corruption ahs caused li
1

. . . .
. .

.

·ie 'ccc1y ,111d dcrcl1cl1on w1lh1n the mfrastructurc of governmentantl the society in physical, social ,111d human terms. Co1rnption has caused the downfall ofthis nation. Tl ·ic vanous institutions such as schools, hospitals business centers,organization
cor1Jm--111on oífí •A

I

· ·

?
'

•

, ices an, so on nrc d1lap1clated. The money allocated for such
projects are most often being cmhczzlcd.

Chinua Achebe, in his novel "No Longer at Ease" described this ugly situation this
phrase almost found on the lips of all "everybody is doing it"_.12 This happens in both public
and private places. In adminislrnlivc offices, our lop officers practice frauds. cheating or
stcnling of funds.

As one travels on i\igcria high ways, there arc frequent police check points and
barricades. They arc not concerned wilh checking arms anel smuggled goods but only and
travelers. Nigeria is gradually becoming another "Sodom and Gomorrah". Corrupt
practices are considered nornrnl ways of life. Crimes arc being celebrated as banquets.
There is a com pl ele failure in the practice of law in our law courts. The problems of the

power holding and insuí/icicnt power supply still remains a perennial problems in this

country: the roads arc bad causing high rate of accident. Indeed, Nigeria is completely the

verge oflotal collapsc.'·1

b. Political Instability

I t. . 1., ¡lisuuslinu state of this nation right from the time of independentThe e mo 1c a1 u º · º

.

I ·1u,ition that has presented the unstable nature.of our governmenthas been the abnorni.i si

II I

· hile The Nigerian political stmcture is not built on aand the failed democracy a t 11s w .

tllllS, the various instances of political turmoil, anarchy anel chaossolid foundation nnd
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I

liuringelections among the native tribes. Democracy is also yet to be actualized in its full

?reamsince parlics lormcd during clcc\ornl process arc rather motivated by the strong

c;factors of cultural variations/trib;il ddTcrcnccs ami other individual motives such as the

:south-south, south-west, north and middle belts, which arc the true hall marks guiding

politics in Nigeria.'' 111 the course of history, we have experienced both the military and

civilian government yet. none of these have made great impact that will really move the

nation lo a positive end. This
is_ because of the instability In our political system from the

formalion of political parti?s lo the very act of governance.
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CllAl'TER TIU ,·
.

coRRUPTION AND DEMoc '

{U,,
RM y. Tl,

. IE NIGERIAN "X
3,0 Introduction

1', AMPLE

In this chapter, attcnt .ion w1 II be focused
.

. on the notion oftl : .

r,lat1on to corrupt 1011 i 11 N ¡",. .

ie en sis of democracy in

"c11,1. i\lso in I
. l 1c la1tc1 pan of tl

.

I

I. l
· .

115 e 1a•1tcr we sli·ill ¡

w:1vs o curi111g corru¡iti 1-

•
.

.

1
• , ana 'f7.C

' L on llt Demo ..Cl ,till'. irns1c11ancc in Ni . ..
. .

. . .

gci ia. which will focus mainly

on the ethical 1111plicallon uf corru t

'

p ion un dc·111ocracy.

3.1 Economic Perspective

a. Embezzlementof National Resources

Some Nigerian leaders. no doubt, sec public offices as a place to amass wealth and

not a place f'or patriotic service lo the nalion. Many of thc111 sic.al the nation's funds and

slashes them 111 lorcign banks. l'coplc struggle, light. kill in order to get to Lhe top and eat

out or the "national cake" The leaders c111bcn.lc money meant for Lhe development of the

country thereby leaving the country dry, poor and stagnant without any economical or

socia\ dcvelopmcnt.1 This problem hinders true liberal democracy whereby everyone sees

himself or herscli' as being cornpclclll 10 lead not because of the interest to lead but the

•

.. In the repor! ui ven by the World Bank, it was discovered

mtcrcst 111 the government 1noncy. " ·

.

1
t ·l money discovered in foreign banks, Nigerian leaders

lhat the greatest percentage
o1 90 e,

f A fnc,111 leaders.'
were the highest among the rest 0

.

1
numbers of Nigeria politician, businessmen and top

One can then imagine tic

. . ,
¡

·H1d stashed ii in foreign banks. This amount of

officers who have stolen the n,iuon s lull( ' ·

l

uid help to alleviate the situation. Yet,

constant y \VO

money if invested 111 this country
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]'11gcrw with a populatiot _,
,

l oi ,1hout 12() .

.

1111111011 e,
-

bot1nt1ful natural resources
ltltmuc to live in a

.

,_ than any oth - A..
'bJeet pove,iy amidst the

e, - Inc·

h, The Prohlcms of \ ,

.tn country.
, ccountahility

Another raetor wl
.

1
' ltc l shows lhe w . -

,
,

..

'

-

c.tk structure or N,· _.

,1ccount,1b1\it1. 7 he nici \· 1.

ge11an Democracy ¡ 1 1 f
1 d 1ty nf S

'
,

S ac < o

- , on1c
pco11 I

.

e is that public offí .

Jllül1CY, leaders cat fr"cl\
I

ices ate places to make

-..

..

' íllll L\ll qucstio1rnh\y l'rom ti .

.

le 11 casurc that
. -

of the stale without ·icem t· 1 .1.

' ts meant for the good

' ,n ,111 ily_ The , .
-

- y cmb,11 k on foreign tri ,s ti

lhe nation's rumls without , ,
.

_

? 1
iat arc undefinable using

g1\ cn adequate account.

Interestingly, the l'cllcral oovcrnt"' ncnl makes budgets with bill' f1011s o nalra yearly.

Also. monthly revenue allnc,1t1ons arc shared to slates in billions yet tl1c1·c ·,s
.

·

,
· no instance

where the accounl is rendered tn ti "
1 I'.le pu' ,e on how these monies are being spent. Lack of

.?ccountability in any arca of lif'c shows irresponsibility and it will 1 ds ow own any fonn or

licvclopmcnl and hinders true liberal democracy,1

3.2 Political Perspective

It is different for Nigerian to practice a true democratic government that is free from

lhe 1ntcrvc11t1on of lhe military that 1s d1ctatonal or tyrannical, let's go down memory lane,

forty-nine years of independence no doubt, has brought to force some rnflcctions on both

\he life and future of Nigeria. While it can be argued that the country has made some

de'll 1-

·

·¡ _
I 1 tic ,·,id to have created problems for lhe people of the country

4

10cra te ga1 ns, 1
co u ( "'

·

ilc would avrcc that what has happened in the last forty-

¡ lowcvcr. very many pcç,¡
"

I
as an attempt at democracy and not democracy itself.

111111: years could best be describe<

Olugbenga Isaac has this to say:

_

I ¡¡at/on /¡as recorded pertaüiing
to

Whatever genii
t ¡e.

I lot o(pains,
because Nigerians

democracy came w1t I 11
.
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hav111¡:;heen Ir I
.

fi .

-

.

eMer hke serf- ¡ ,,,
.
near/v tl11rtv \'ca., ,

.
,1

J_\ the 1//ilitary overlords
cT(lf//\'

·
· - I.\ ran hore/u .

I,S ' /II len111· r,r·
· ·' ,\Ce t ,e mue!, /0111 /, .

- llliJ>rov, . ecns a matter oí fac¡ s

·

,

1

.

<men/ 111 their dai/y live ,.5
, ,

on1? icl,eved Iha! nothin' . _s.g h,1s changed except that democracyrather than solve their J1ro\ 11 ems created rnorc miseries
enmeshed in corruption ,rnd 1

. 1,. ·!
.

.c.i, eis 1111 dysfunction.

Nígcría after mnc years or· wobhli '
,

I r
.

.ng <Ill<
u111hl111g democracy 1s at best bed-ridden.

She has refused to walk and worl . .
.

_1
<, ,ls C,lC 1 step she intends to take is amputated by the

for them. For one, the nation is

monstrous corruptible tendencies ti. t 1• ,
,

,
. ,

· 1•1 l,l\ e cont111ucd to dwarf her aspiration and fortunes.

Looking into Nigeria's rutnre is like peeping 111to horoscope of disaster. We foresee a

fragmented Nigeria 1fthc 1n¡11st1ces in lhe land arc not redressed. Imagine a nation of about

120 1111llin11 people wilhou\ a cons\1\u\1011prc¡x,rcd by them except the one handed down by

their military tormentors, there h;tvc been strident calls for a constitutional review but those

who profess to love Nigeria mor? than Nigerians have refused to heed the calls."

r\1c cL11Tcnl experience in Nigeria's dubbed Dcrnoçracy has given the country away

as,., l1'1tion of instahilitv. /\s noted hv Olughenga Isaac: it is evident that the nation cannot

continue to be 111 a posi1,on to rcprcsc11I 1\l.,.ica in any global institution, because the

altcntion is now shi fling towards south /\ frica, and recently Ghana where there is relative

.

1 .,1 ,11t".7 Since Nigeria politics is not lree from military
peace ,md economic L cv e opmc

I- 1
I

-

biJJ •rnd huw to lead the nation successfully towards a

intervention, the problcnis O cae c,s '

.

leaders have been indoctrinated with the policies of military.
full prominent. Our civilian

,
•

1

·

, more than diclatorial or tyrannical rule dressed in
Thus, our present government " not ung

the elegant plumage of democracy.

that: "This Psyche of military corruption and

S, ·1 ·I GO Ozumb,1 noted
\111\ al y, J. .

. . .

. into our democratic polity thereby_!_?:!,:?
negative legacy m

autocracv has found 1ts way
_

-

? \ ¡:,,/ :· •

.

\Ã??,Z'c':)\\??? l
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I

i
=

our body polity"." The res It .

, u today ,s that N'' . .

igcna is al the risk ofb i ¡ d
· ·

Clvi!Í'm dis11c,1s•il· 1

eng rue even m this
, . , 1011 iy lhe ..

, T .

111 i\ary-c,vilians" wh· .
.

. .

ich 1s a sad commentary on progressive

leadership 111 our de mocr,1tic sct!ing. Civilians Ih
I

.
. .

.

oug 1 a,c rulmg the present dispensation.

Yet. lhe policy of rule is r:i\l , .

.1.
.ic, 1111 ,t,1ry oncntcd.

3.3 Curbing Corruption for D .

emocrat1c Sustenance

The "Transparency lnlcnntio1nl" .' ' (Tl) has back-listed Nigeria as one or the most

corrupt country in the worlu '' . ..
.

· COI l upt1011 has become an household name for public

officers. a way of lile for most ¡ico ¡ 1 1

.

· P e o I 1c extent thal legislating against it is tantamount

to dcprivmg sorne pco¡1le the I t r .·
1

·

1o s o c1111c 1mg t 1cmscl ves from the common purse. This

part of lhe essay will focus on ways or minimizing corruption and it's effect of Democracy.

3.3.1 Ethical outlook

Ethics is a traditional branch or philosophy which stud_ie,s the oughlness of human

actions."' Elh1cs anel rnoral here will be used lo mean lhe sarne things. That is,

interchangeably. Mornlily is the consciousness that certain ways of behaviour and certain

kinds of actions arc wrong and should he avoided. While some other form of behaviour and

other kinds of action should be encouraged. Again, we say morality is the awareness that

good done are encouraged. This awmcness is natural because it is a part of rationality,

which is an essential clements of human nature. Hence, we come to the realization that the

l. 1

. to be in accordance with the act considered as good. Man is a

way we ought to 1vc 1,1s

.
. l I

!cl seek the interest of the general society.

moral bemg and the1 e 1y s iou

t. we cm deduce that man must be a moral, not only is man

From the above asccr ion, '

.

.
.

1 but he is also by nature a social being who cannot but live in

by nature, a rat1onal am 111'1 '

1

· iable to live in society or who has needs because he

the society. To Aristotle, "he w 10 is u, '
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is sufficient of hinise!r- n1ust be cith er a hc,1st
foun<lalio11 or the snci"ly,

.

or ª god? Thus man by nature is the
? !·ver• y organi,cd socict is ..

its foundat1on, -

I

.
.

y · st1 uctures out of moral principles as.in, lo live
111 any society 1111 ili, -

.
- -

t l . "
I

.

•
1

cs .in implicit undertaking, a social contract
o o )Sc1-vc l 11s moral principles. Hence, inimora\ acts arc anti-societal, destroying the
foundntion or the society. Tl ic lesson from this is I

-
- - - -

-

t iat conupt practices m Nigeria are anti-
socict,tl, ,111l1thetical, anel immoral According lo Omorcgbe,
bound to face ir we remove 1

.,

1.
•

1101 ,1 lly lrom democracy-

there are problems, we are

i1n in1111urcd soc·ict1· ¡,.,.al. , 'k -
.

.

socic/\' lt'c 111,
•

.?
.•

\o .\oc' SoClety hy un unmoral

r I

.
'

.

(_ WI {/ .\OC/Cf.\.' fU.'r/11('(/fed wi//¡ corruption
1

IS
/01/eS/\',

/ruud_ selfishness ti/I{/ o/her immoral acts ... :If(/ C0/11/{rr IS sick 1/1()/"(/I/J•, r( Ci/II 011/¡, /,e rnre through
a moral rcgcncn1lion.11

We can lilus assert that once we lake away morality from democratic government,

we do not have a government anymore but all that we arc left with is a gang of criminals

and treasury looters.

The value of democracy includes freedom, fairness, equality, justice, rule of law

etc. ami this in turn serves as the criteria for measuring how closely knitted a state is with

democratic ideals. Nigeria democratic practice contradicts the dictates of democracy. With

the ushering in 01· democratic government in Nigeria after several failed attempts in 1999,

the expectations were nlc e1ml well spelt oul, and they include better well being of the

people. Concepts such as housing scheme, healthcare services, provision of basic amenities

such as good roads, water, ,111cl electricity, provision of employment, food and clothing,

better salaries schemes, freedom from oppression, accelerated development, to mention a

few were expected of the government.
These cxpcctallons owed to the abundant natural

, _._ ¡. , as such, the general bclicí is that were democracy given
and human resources Nigel I.I lclS. "
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the clwncc to thrive, Nigcn,i \\'OJJld pass as one 01· the most developed nations in the

J
world.12

? Similarly, this iindvcntl .

:'
· '

Y ncccss,latcd the expectations of millions of Nigerians that

finally dc111ocracy would I
1ca, Nigeria 10 the ¡1ro111·1sc l,·111,l. This expectation by Nigerians

owes largely to the general belier ti. . .. ,
. . .l.it dc111nc1 .icy entails the pn11c1plcs that actually help in

socict,il dcvclop111cn1. I lowcvcr. llllr cxpcricnc.c runs counter lo this expectation because of

the level or corruption in Nigcri,1.

3.3.2 Conscientization anel l\fo?al 1<'.ducation

Nigeria is a nation with rn,my though1fül men and women of good conscience a

large number of talented people. Most of' these people have contributed immensely in

developing the Wcslcrn INorld. Yet. our country remains underdeveloped. Why is it that all

these patriots make lilt le m no impact 011 the lile ol'our nation? Why is it that the good men

and women a111ong us seems so helpless aboul our ugly situation while the worst people,

full oí v1 le energy continue to take control oí our land'/

Like I( warne Nkrumah. we need "conscicnsism" like Plato, we need moral

education, like Immanuel l(ant. Nigerian cducaiccl elites must wake up from their do¡,,•111atic

slumber 1' To handle the confrontational problem bordering our lamL In the words of

Chinua Achebe

,If/ ¡/,ose enlightened anel 1/ioughtfitl Nigerians who
'

.

¡
..

¡ 111 / ¡11 doí/\· w1g11ish º','
acco1111I of

ou_r\\'ff/1'5 f /Cl/ l( ( · "

b
·. I I

, .r. ,-manee as
ª.

na/toll must esw·
)lf{!f(' IC{ J)l/.1º . . _ [ --- r, .

I
.

1
¡/¡e ¡u//no/lC 11c11011 o( prose ytung .,01

f/¡cll/SC )'(.\? u ·

. .
/4

¡
· .¡¡¡,ed ¡,o/,/1cnl values.

dcccnl ª"' en
1

-

id and moral education will help our leaders including
[n this regard. a gooc' sou1 '

.
.

¡· the fact that. we all must put hands together to work for

every Nigerians to be consc1ous o

I
d lion will teach Nigerians to develop self-confidence,

t. ?rae= .

the progress of the ac ion.
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I
i

have faith in lhcmsclvcs and ,

1,
·

,1 so 11ron10tc th ,e moral norms of ou ,
, ,

10 understand that we ar, , ,

r society, This will help us
e cquc1l to peon Jc r,, o other r·1ccs of k'

,

' man mel anel that we have every
potential we need to develop our nation ílnd move i

,
.

t to cl greater height other countries of
Europe and America.

Conscicntizat1011 is rcfcrr"ll' to the act of b
·

· r ,

c111g 111 ,ormcd with the value systems

problems anel the possibilities of s I

·

· 0 vmg these problems through a personal rcílectivc anel

conscious cífcct.1' ln his essa Co , ·, ·,
, ,Y, nscic11s1s111, Kwamc Nkrumah argued for a ph1losoph1cal

Conscicnsism as being important for !\frican liberation from the menace of colonialism and

imperialism which have caused both the economic and political subjugations.tr,

Co11sc1ensism, he argued presents a theory ror consideration of últernativc choices

necessary for ;\fncan dcvclopcmcnt.t1 Our leaders must be disciplined, vision oriented

sclllcss, reformatory, proactive ami effective lc,r the development and progress of this

nation.

In the words oi' R.S. Peters, one or the famous. philosophers, "Our educational

I. I t "'ICticd life situation." It should be "wholistic" rather than
system should he app 1c, o pt, ,

,

I

·

l I t 1 read ·md write only. Education of this kind is

acquiring certificates or 1crng aJ e l '
?

.
,

, ,

.

¡· soincthing valuable and no one can correctly be said to be
dcscnbc,1 as the inculcation °

r ti bcttcr"i'' Our leaders must achieve personal
educated except he has changed or ic

,

1
I copie through mutual dialogue. They must be

I

, ountcr wit 1 t 1e P
liberation, and persona enc ·

, , and their duties to serve them,
, f ti e suffcnng masses'

conscious of the plight O 1
• •

3.3.3 Liberal democracy
, ,

,

. , ·,
. free ·rnd fair hberal democracy 111 N1gena

I' icnts (o cnswc a ''

One of the strongest e en
,

,
• We must have responsible leaders of

, ,1 of thts natton.
is to change the leadership S(Y e
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•-

national consciousness. ¡,>lit t(¡
·1 ·I

.'e lleve ti.
.

. . . . .

11s
target, it must .

Wh.il ,,e have Pl cscntly 111 Ni , , .-
.

.

be from free and fair election.
gc,,.i ,s contr· •

.

'11Y lo this. w ti
within it fraudulent activilics

e 1nd out that JNEC has embodied
in Nigcna suei . . .

.

. . .

1 .is mampulation of r ¡
,

· • .

strcan1l111lllg of politic·il ¡n,·t·
eSu ts, rn,1ss1ve nggmg,

. ' ' ics and otl .
.ie, ant1-sociehl ' 20

.
.

'
1 ices. It thus becomes problematic

,md undc111ocrat1c for an

such unprecedented acts r ¡·o 111,1 iciousness. íJut that cx¡1l,·1·111s and capture the so-called

electoral commission t 0 actually facilitate and involve itself in

Nigerian democracy.

In a workshop in i\buia. on civil soei ·t I·¡·
.

.
· e Y mo 11 1z.a\1on towards 2009, orgamzed by

the ll.S based National Drnrncrat,c Institution (NDI), lhe American Ambassador to

Nigeria, Mr. John Campbell reminded Nigerian political leaders that "free and fair

elections arc a pre-requisite lor tbc respect a country earns in the comity ofnalions".21 The

ability lo conduct rrcc and fair election is one of the biggest challenges Nigeria has to

contend with. The truth remains. corruption !ms caten deep into the fabric of Nigeria. ln

order to 1111111111izc 1t, sincere, co1111nittcd, purposeful and effective leaders must be put in

place.

3.3,4 Ct·eation of _joh opportunities

N
· .- .

s who roam aroun<l the streets jobless. The government
There arc so many ,gcll .in

. f!I ,ntion by creating more job opportunities. Those who
should expand the labour force O ic '

· I id supported to engage in business, farming
cannot secure jobs sh ou Id be encourage( ª1 ,

¡
on li brings great discouragement to see

I
·¡¡ (icvclo11mcnl am so .

handcrafts, arts and s <1

. k"irning facilities and yet graduate with
hool without propel '

students struggle through se
.

.
.

.
·

¡
use people will op\ for countnes where

.

1
·ain in N1gena )eca

Joins. This has caused bra1t1-l 1'

they can secure jobs.
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Likewise, our lc,idcrs should cn1bracc incrit rather than favouritism
. used inc!Tcct1 vcncss in hoth 11r

" t,
1

.

I

i
c.i ·

Iv.¡ e an, public sectors. The government should a soI d1vcrs1i'y our economy r,ithcr than
depending solely on petroleum as the only source ofi income l'or the nation. One or the problc1ns in Nigeria has been the unjust treatments and

poor rcnumcr,l\ion 01· wurkcrs. i'hcrcforc, hoth f'cdcral and state government should see lo
it that the Nigerian workers arc justly paid and regularly too. This will help lo reduce lhe

rate oí stealing and dcl'rauding ol'nation's i'unds .

which has

3.3.5 A call for pragmatic leader.,

The term "pr;1gmatisrn
..

¡? co· ,_

n

. 111ecl 110111 lhe Greek word "pragma" meaning

"act1n11... It wc1s lirst used in the I <J1h • ,
.

,

· • .

cc.ntlll) 111 thc /\menean philosophy of which 11 major

proponc11ts were Charles 1'1crcc, William .lrn11cs ,111d John ÜC'"ªY Pr 1·
.

· "?. . agma 1sm 1s

understood as the workability uscfulnc'ss or ¡,1
.. 1ct1c·ihili·1v 0¡·

·

¡.. .

¡·
·

.
? • ,

_
ll c,1s, po 1c1cs, proposal or

claims.''

A pragmatic leader 1s one who is conscious of the needs of his people whom he

governs. ! le 1s conscious or Ins duly ID serve ,mel applies his policies, ideas or plans into

praetic,11 results. This has posed a challenge lo concerned Nigerians who remain hidden

among the evil people who me misleading this country to doom. lt has also posted

challenge 10 some or our politicians who called our ears with promises that remain

unfulfilled after being elected. This challenge goes to the entire masses of Nigeria who

follows shadows dttnng campaigns because they arc being bribed. A pragmatic leader is

d l
..

¡
•rncnt who wants to server rather than being served. A

one who secs bcyon cm JCí'.Z e

.

.

l

,
1

ves his country without meaning it. He is one according to

pragmatic leader who say ic 0

, b I the happiness as well being of his country and all its

Achebe "who cares deeply .t ou
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!

11copic14
Patriotism is an cii .

.

·

1011011 or
1 ove directed b , ..

will always demand the hi1.;hest ,

y d critical intelligence, A true patriot' ·

S(,indards O¡· 1

•

lis
country d

and from 1115 people.
an accept nothing but the best for

True patriotism is possible only 1w ien the peop 1
1

.
. .

I

.

e w 10 rule and those under their
111a111tain111g t 1e dispensation un 1

.
.

l c1 which the nation live . . . .

. . .

s. flus w11l, Ill turn, only happen if
the 11at1on 1s ruled Justly if'thc \ If:, ve .ire of all the

1
lJcop e rather that he advantage of the few

becomes the comer-stone of pu\ilic policy. This kinds of leader will help foster democratic

development.

3.3,6 Individual Participation

ln ;111 attempt to curb corruption, all hands mus\ be on deck, that is everybody both

young and old, this government and the governed must participate effectively and

contribute their quota toward democratic sustenance of the country. Also. it shall be

wclco111c development i I the necessary authorities and all the people in position of trust will

being to enforce policies and discipline starting from individual families to all the entire

r·;ic\s of life: 111 the fall1ily, parents ;is well ,1s all adults should be try to live by example they

.

¡

.

·

ti ir children. lfthe parents are corrupt, it lakes the grace
should try and mculcatc va ne ll1 1c

•.

li ti trend because most children see their parent as

of God for the children not to 10 ow ,e

,
., "1 . ropcls us to discuss some very important points

their role model. The issue of' (Jüll icie p

.l
111 curbing corruption.

. N. i·i namely Islam and Christianity have

religions groups 111 iger º

The Muslims and Christians should work

. . ,· . rivals into this country.

hc1ng at war smcc tlwir .ir
1

. Tl ey should imbibe the good
. e among themse ves. 1

. tua! co-ex1stcnc
for dialogue love and mu '

.

, treme absolutism in their religion
re-examine

their ex .

. . ght to be,
value of what rehg1on ou

The two foreign
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¡

I

conception of doctrinal differ cnccs and ti
-

,

-
-

iey should think .

without <1bsolut111g its particuhr
of the ultimate reality of religion

'

cxprcssions.21
It has been noted ti .

11•1 one or ti ..le c,111scs of corruption is -
. .

should find ways 0¡· .111 .·. .

poverty: N1genan leaders
'

c,1at1ng \lOV \er Y by c1ssistin, •
.

facilities. Schol
¡

·

g people with low-mtcrest credit
. ars 11p scheme should ·ilso l' . le put in place for students whose parents cannot

afford to send to school 2'•
G , _

· O\ crnmcnt should ·

put 111 place basic amenities for the well
being o.fall. Until these basic needs arc 111

• .ct foi an average Nigerians, there will be no ways

of minimizing corruption.

To win the war agains\ corruption, adherence to ethical standards in decision-

making must be the foundation of the notion policies. Everybody must cultivate the "I can"

alliludc and pul everything together (moral and value) in order to fight and win he war on

com1ption. Hence, for Nigerians to reap full benefit of a democratic government, there is

need to fight corrnption. And if this democracy we are clamouring for is anything to by, we

must fight it tooth and nail. lt is the role of !NEC, !CPC and EFCC to combat corruption.

These office should be effectively managed without seeing some people as above the law.27

This will bring about democratic suStcnancc in the country.

tly in los is a typical example of how people can be

This crisis going on prescn
· "

5 a weapon to cause chaos in the society in as much

ignorant. Religion should not be seen ª '

.

·e is freedom of association everyone should be

as one of the fundamental right? 01 a ci izcn "

.

¡

,/
¡

sees ri aht without fear of victim1zation.
. -

.
.

,

. up which ,e, s ,e "

tree \o join any rcl1g1ons gio
. .

.

. l lcms Nigeria 1s currently facmg because
-

. f the greatest pi o,

Religions discriminat1on 15 one O
.

· , ·owth of such place will be stagnant.
. the economic g1

anywhere this crisis is happenmg,
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i

What do we expect f·I 0111
someone

I

, .

w iose
frustration which can le· d

.

,l to social vices.
K:1rl Marx ;issci·t

1
' e, that

properties I bias een destroyed other than

en mes 1..:.rows .

masscs.-'K For him, these

e • 0111 01 poverty and unjust treatment of the
arc product , r .

J capitalism mel i

Therefore it is the "sociêl
' ls attendant class inequality

u fabric" th· t 1

·

.i s iould be dealt with . . ..

the declaration of Karl M·ir .
.

'ªther than md1v1dual criminal
( x 111 lhts regard arc;

l'1111is/1111rn1 111 Ii . _
, Ii.\ ICftlll'd I I

111ca11s ci1l1er of' ,¡-
' · ws >een defended as a

riaht hure :
("1/é

lorat'.ng or intimidating. Now what., w11 lo pr11r11·!, ?
1111rm1du1io11.or other'>

,

.

, me,_-
or ume/ioration or.

dee,/ - .

'fl ,

.

· .... "' //,c, e "º' " 11ecessi/1,' f'or

I .

I

;
1 {

_

e c//ng li/WI/ (tn ulten1/1011 of the svs!cm that
i; ea< s rTtmcs, instewl of glorif_\1i11g t/?e hwz!sman who

c?xcrutcs
a

,l</t
of' criminal to make room for lhe supply

of 11eu-1 011c/~
·

!'he
.submission

of
Mar?

above is that we should reflect on criminality and thus

construct ,l theory that is cap,1blc of addressing the cause of crimes with a view to

eradicating crimes. W1tllllul crimes there \VIII be no criminals and without criminal the

institution 01· pun1sl1111c111 11 ill be useless. Some people are being pu111shed ll11JUStly,

innocent soul die daily in detention whereby lhe real criminals are out there enjoying there

freedom and ill-gotten wealth. I low long arc we going lo continue with these when we

want a corrupt free dcrnocrncy·!

1
hini/hcrsclf as a citizen of this great nation should strive in

Everybody w 10 secs

.

. - ipl 1,racticc because it is little drops of waler that make a

l11S/hcr own little way to stop coi ir

mighty occrn1.
__ tion and stop looking around for ways of acquiring

We should stand and fíg\;t
con up

A Cl .1· stians and Muslims, we should fight for a

of others. 5 · 11

wealth al the detriment
. "' ]ves all in the name of religion. Teachers and

.
.

. d ofkil11ng omse
reduction of corruption lllstca
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lecturers should stop
vicli111i1.ing sludcnls. and student should see their lecturers as theirrole model lhcrcby discouraging cultis111 and lcrroris111. There must he understanding ª11d

I•:
co-operat1on among Nigerians lo create an enabling environment that will ensure adequatesecurity for everybody

i
?

44



. REFERENCES
, Faiola, The History 0, N' .

.

-r ? igena (Wcsport· G

rir
, reenwoodpress, 1999), 52.

..

ee Internet
Encyclopedia/WWW

, .google com/"P 1·¡· 1 C:L.
· 0 1 ica orruption", 12 October, 2009.

¡¡;,r. Mamadu, Corruption in T'h L .

• e eaders/11p Str t ,r .,. .

, uc ure 01 ,,1genan Polity. (Theomadex
tentures, Lagos, 2006), 56.

.

1o. Isaac, "The Eagle" Hope p bl' . .

¡

u tcation, Ibadan, Nigeria 2009), 14.

;. O. Isaac, "The Eagle", 15.

;. O. Isaac, "The Eagle", 15

7• G.O Ozumba, Restructing the Nigerian Leadership through Philosophical Enterprise,

{naugural Lecture, St. Joseph's Major Seminary, lkot-Ekpene, Akwa-Ibom State, March,

2005.

8· Joel Austine, International View in tell Megazine (Lagos) Feb. 20, 2006, 2.

9·
J. Omoregbe, Ethics: A Systematic Study (Lagos: Joja Press Limited, 1993), 5.

1º·
J. Omoregbe, Ethics: A Systematic Study, 12.

IL A. Fagothey, Right and Reason (California: Cv Mosby Company, 1963), 391.

12·
J. Omoregbe, Ethics: A Systematic Study, 12.

13· T. Mamadu, corruption in The Leadership Structure o/Nigerian Polity. 59

14 C b T.'he Trouble with Nigeria (Enugu: Fourth Dimension Publishing Co. Ltd),·

. Ache e,

1983.

15. K.
.

•
. Philosophy and Ideology for Decolonization, Monthly

Nkrumah; Co11sciens1sm.

review Press, New York, 1970, 70.

.
.

. h 1 hy and Ideologyfor Decolonization, 71.
16·

K. Nkrumah; Consc1ens1sm. P 1 osop

lji
.

(London· Panaf, 1970), 84.
17·

K. Nkrumah, Class Struggle in A nea, '

45



IB, R.S. Peters (ed), The Concept o" Ed .

., ucatwn, (London Routledge & Kegan Paul, 1976),
3.

19 R.S. Peters (ed), The Concept of Education, 3_

2º· T. Mamadu, Corruption in the Leadership Structure of Nigerian Polity; 60.!
I

21. The Vanguard (Lagos) Nov. 16, 2005, 33.

! .
22· T. Mamadu, Corruption in the Leadership Structure of Nigerian Polity; 60.

23.
J. Omoregbe, Ethics: A Systematic Study, 12.

24· C. Achebe, The Trouble with Nigeria, 7

25. T. Mamadu, Corruption in the Leadership Structure of Nigerian Polity; 60.

26 T. Mamadu, Corruption in the Leadership Stmcture of Nigerian Polity; 60

27· O. Isaac, "The Eagle", 48.

2s.
J. Omoregbe, Ethics: A Systematic Study, 13.

29.
J. Omoregbe, Ethics: A Systematic Study, 14.

46



j
CHAPTER FOUR

UMMARYAND CONCLUSION

.1 Summary

r In this essay, attempts have be
I en made to d

·

3
esign a system of understanding

, , corruption as it affects Nigerian D
?-

emocracy, and to search if the concept of corruption
-' could serve as a problem to tho N. .

igenan democratic culture. In chapter one for instance,

attempt was made in defining th t
.

e erm corruplJon and democracy and to rigorously

scrutinize the types of corrupt' d
· · ·ion an its history m Nigerian right from the pre-colonial

period. This chapter also clarifies tl t f d
· · · · ·

1e ypes o emocracy there 1s. This clanficat10n 1s

though expedient as such to aid our understandingof the subsequent parts of the essay, and

consequently points out if democracy is the best fonn of government.

Chapter two specifically discusses the causes of corruption and the nature of

democracy in Nigeria. This was done by highlighting and analyzing the cause of ineffective

democracy which is as a result of corruption. Similarly, this chapter also discuss the effects

of corruption on the strnctures of Nigeria which range from political, economic, social and

religion strncture.

I t k f the third chapter sought to situate corruption and democracy

The centra as o

. .
.

. t The need arose from the conviction that corruption cannot be

w1thm the N1genan contex •

.
. cture in the sense that it has being in existence right from

eradicated from the N1genan stru

ti 'tically analyze ways of curbing corruption for

the onset. This chapter there ore en

•

¡ tlook and liberal democracy. Consequently, the

democratic sustenance thrºugh etbica ou

Ption is an impediment on Nigeria democratic

strate that corru
.

chapter was able to demon
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opment. The chapter proposes that .

. with the urgen f b'
_

cy o cur mg corruption in Nigeria,
will be a way forward in Nigerian's d .

f·
emocratic development.

p:onclusion
=

i ln our discussion so far we h d
.

• ave emonstrated how to make an ideal democratic
'•

;t..,ernment in Nigeria. In order to ach· th' h
·

·

-1'·•
1eve 1s t ere 1s need for the system to awaken Its

::onsciousness, by. minimizing the issue of corruption within the context of the Nigerian

l · b h'
»tates.

This cannot e ac 1eved without the participation of everybody. The research essay

i

' . .

\tias revealed the evil behind the concepts of corruption in the Nigerian democratic tradition

1

¡'which serves as an hindrance to Nigerian democratic development.

In conclusion, it is a clear understandingon this note that corruption is an aberration

to the contemporary Nigeria democratic development; hence, it should be minimized.
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