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ABSTRACT

l'(search work was designed to study the appraisal ofthe Nigeria media as ar.I

ínalrtlment of eradicating corrupt practices amongst political office holders. a

«tudy ofBuhari administration anti-corruption crusade 2015-2019. The research

design/or this project is the descriptiJJe research-which enables the researcher to

gather information regarding the research problem which will serve as a means of
providing possible solutions to the problems. One hYPothesis was formulated and

tested. The population of the study consists of47 4 employees. The researcher

employed secondary source ofdata collection in order to do justice to the topic.
The objectíve o/the study i?·: lo identifj-· the role of the media as an instrument of
eradicating corrupt practices amongst political office holders; to determíne the

frequency of reports on corruption by mass media in the Nation at large; to

determine the direction in which iss'Ues ofcorr'Uption are reported in the

newspapers and also to examine the prominence given to ís:.ues ofcorruption in

media houses in the country. Among the major.findings of the work was that media

stands as an instrument oferadü..·,Jting corrupl practices amongst political office
holders. The research therefo/'e recommended that paswge of Freedom of

Information Bill by the National Assembly will guaran.tee the right to seek/or

information without inhibition and ro pubiish or broadcast news safely and

effectively. The passage of !his bill will give legal cover to the media's

contributions towards the anti-corruption campaign in the country

KeyM'ord: Nigeria Media, Corrupt Practices and Political Office !folders
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C)JAPTEROl'IE

INTRODUCTION

I)·· Ba<lqvoand to the Study
rt

=i?'?' 'lb.e destruOOve impact of corruption upon nations throughout the world is

??r ldmowledged, Corruption is perhaps the most important factor that is impeding the

.

,"i=i.¡'.
accelerated sooio-eoonomic transformation of developing or Less Developing

, Countries (LDCs) of the world. ln fact, it is recognized by development scholars that

the level of reduction in corruption has a very dírcct link to the level of economic

development of nations in the world (Agbe:-.e, 2016).

The medía and civil society groups have heen identified as important weapon

to fight the scourge of corruption worldwide. Nigeria has become a country where

the victory of wrong over right is celebrated, falsehood over the trnth and supremacy

of personal irresponsibility over fundamental values. le is a counLry where

propagating policies that fail to value human life and humanity thrives but cherishes

material possession, power and pleasures. It is a place where men and women of

honor, experience, credibility and self-conscim1sness have been cut in their prime for

daring to talk. It is a place where crooks are protected by the powers-that-be and

?
leaders are not detennined by the citizenries through votes. Without doubt, Nigeria is

..
-·?.

,,;, -\ .1',breedlnghllbitat for corruption (Smith, 2015).

':1f,,
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·"-?}11rt
.luL,QOIS}-that•om,ption is Nigeria's biggest ,ing!,.prol,leln. ltJial! .

·,·

"1JÍÍJ. weary public trust in governmon? but it has cost the government .lll1d 'lb<,

_ t?f of ?-li.geria poverty and underdevelopment. A report by Nígerla'S Economic
I ,,

?.J_ •. Ymaooial Crimes Commission in 2017revealed that the country's successive
,.,,,,-

gt.\Vetnments stole and mísu.sed about 400 billion US dollars during the last four

decades of the 20th century (Rose-Ackerman, 2018). Conuption in Nigeria led to

Squ.audering of the enonnous resources available to the nation thus becoming a factor

in the country's ailing economy, crumbling infrastructure, clanging poverty,

pauperized citizenry. moral regression, disunity, violence and crime (Smith, 2017).

Investigations into corruption in public life iu Nigeria began in 1950's when

the first panel of inquiry wa? set up to look into African Continental Bank (ACB).

The charges were that the highly revered politician abused his office by allm.,ing

public funds to be invested in the bank in which he had an interest. The allegation

proved to be a big scandal, a tour de force: that led to the instirntion of Justice

Strafford Forster - Sutton Commission of enquiry on July 24, 1956 to investigate the

above allegation. The subsequent indictment of the politician in the commission's

report(M at January 6, 2018) led him to transfer all his rights and interest in the bank

to 1he Bastem Nigeria Government (Nwankwo, 2017).

: ?

Moreover, in 2017another strong political personality in the west was drugged

?•-,Ou.rt of accountability. This led to a call for an investigation of the relationship

1

:
..

·

3.1,;:":
'., .. _,:, .... ,·.
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ôJcfctc'blo politician (then the premier of western reJ!ionJ and lheNi•:Joo?(i\t,,
('-,t Gñd Property Company, • private enterprise said to be indebted to Ute

? l}iÍ' -?government to the tune of £7,200.00. On June 20, 2018, the Federalr,,
:??ent appointed a commission to investigate the allegatioos and later the

··:{(;e?
?ion indicted the said politician in íts report. Consequently, the western

legiona! government acquired all the property owned by the National Investment and

Property Company. ln 2019, another commission of enquiry was instituted to

investigate assets of fifteen public officers in the defunct mid -western region. At the

conclusion of the panel's report, all the public officers were indicted for corruptly

enriching themselves. The panel recommended that they should forfeit such ill.gotten

wealth to the government. Corruption was one of the reasons. adduced for the mílitary

take- over of power by Major Kadunc1 Nzcogwu and collengues in 2019.

The past and present civilian governments have their O½'tl. ?hare of corruptíon

in Nigeria, Fagbadebo (2017) opined that Nigeria presents a veritable case for

understanding the connection between corruption and political malai?e, R.ibadu

?
(2019a) gave a graphic summary of the situation. He tenned the period between 2017

and 2019 "the darkest period" in Nigeria's history of com1pt regimes. The civilian

administration of 2016 - 2019 was bedevilled with profligacy, wanton waste, political
--

.. ,?-, ;llom&ety ind çoercion, disrespect for the rule of law. bare faced and free for all

·:/·?
. . ofpublic funds through white elephant projects.

?'•l¡,;c, •

:: \.¡.."
:. .. ,,\"//:?
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?)!Jf[?l
position or offices assumed a dangerous dimensíon as conl:C$tlnts• ·

t/,.?J
1.-?i as the ticket to loot and amass wealth. SpecificaJly, corruption bec:ame

:;? especia]ly during the Babangida and Abacha regimes. with hllge
-?k
,;¡'.l

.

revenues. but wasteful spending, and nothing to show in terms of physical

,"J{development.,, The culture of corruption thrnugh what Nigerians has come to know,

as settlement syndrome became part of the country's political culrure. All the positive

values for development were jettisoned. Governmental agencies that were the pilots

of socioeconomic developments were decimated. The decline in the education sector

today has its roots in this period (Nwaka. 2017).

Corruption thrives virtually in all ramifications of human endeavors in Nigeria

with the most is committed by puhlic officer:-. and highly placed people in

governance over the years. The need for the media to drum hard the beat against

corruption is paramount. The media havt! been very instrumental and at the fore of

enlightening people through campaigns and programming, news and editorial

"
j

·t:
'.F corrupt practices amongst political office holders,

.,.,, •.... ·•

.
.

contents to explain the benefits of moral ash1tcness as key to national development.

Tous1 the study seeks to find out the role of the media as an instrument of eradicating

.·_·\'

·.,/. ·
...

·

,:,:·_:?,,/:;
. .

. .
-_-, :? ;.;.·::
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J\r --:1 position or offices asswned a dangerous dimension as contcstant:S: ?
11 L.J,!fL,,

às the ticket 10 loot and amass wealth. Specifically. corruption bCCi!lQlé,,

?-"!? especially during the Babangida and Abacha regimes, with huge

'tr!t ? but wasteful spending, and nothing to show in terms of physicaJ

developments. The culture of corruption through what Nigerians has come to know,

as settlement syndrome became part of the country's political culture. All the positive

valu? for development were jettisoned. Governmental agencies that were the pilots

of socioeconomic developments were decimated. The decline in the education sector

today has its roots in this period (Nwaka, 2017).

Corruption thrives vi1tually in all ramifications ofhum¡m endeavors in Nigeria

wilh the most is committed by puhlic officers and highly plac<;1d people in

governance over the years. The need for the media to drnm hard the beat against

corruption is paramount 'Ille media have been very instrumental and at the fore of

enlightening people through campaigns and pmgramming, news and editorial

contents to explain the benefits of moral astuteness as key to national development

Thus, the study seeks to find out the role of the media 11s an instrument of eradicating
·tt

COffllpt practices alllongst political office holders,
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-j)lfi-the role of the media as an instrument of eradicating cortupt pmçt¡ocs

I f I potitlcal office holden,.

_ J t-,."ô,detennine the frequency of reports on corruption by mass media in the Nation

.¢-' •t:large

To determine the direction in which issues of conuption are reported in the

newspapers

4 To examine the prominence given to issues of corruption in media houses in the

country.

1.4 Research Questions

1 What is the role of the media a'i an instrument of eradicating comipt practices

amongst political office holder??

2 What is the frequency of reports on corruption by mass media in the Nation at

large?

What is the direction in which issues of corruption are reported in the

newspapers?

4 What fs the prominence given to issues of corruption in media houses in the

Research Hypothesis



,, .. ,,;-.·:

J.ft.•??+.: as an instrument of eradicating corrupt practices amongst poJiticaJ

·_Significance of the Study

The study will be of immense importance to both the Nigerian media and the

masses who arc of course the media consumers. The media are conventionally said to

be the watchdogs of the society who nDt only entertain but educate, enlighten and

infonn on happeníng$ near and far.

The media would hardly be informing and enlightening the public: if they do

not cover, report and broadcast daily happenings: if they do not examine and

investigate irregularities and report findings and if they do not create avenues for the

public to contribute their own opinion as part of ccrporn.te citizenship, thus helping

everybody to feel part and pareci of societal development.

To these end, the findings of this work will reveal whether the media have Men

,J

Hving up to expectations in the area of the fight against corruption by the present

.!

government.

This research will be a contribution to the body of literature in the area of

::- ?• <U an instrument of eradícating corrupt practices amongst political office



c>,¡-·,,O;<.;.
I

}f¡{?C,:6,tillgtlte e,n¡,iriw litera- for future reoea,çh in U.sí!li?· é

?,.?1

¼\!?, ?-t:: ? study will examine The Punch News Pappe, and Tribune New, Papper
1r;;t:: ...

?•
.. f- ,;?-?.-

·._

'·
:? ... ,--: _...,.-repons On the issues of corruption in Nigeria with a particular focus on theI?, ·ehannel, and prominence given to such issues. This platform is selected considering

:111*,
their nationaJ outlook, the regions in which they are published and availabílity for the

sake of ease for the researcher. The duration of the study will be the daily

pubJications of The Punch News Papper and Tribune News Papper from Mondays to

Fridays within the period of three months (Apríl to.lune, 2019).

1.8 OperationalDefinition of Terms

Media: The plural form of medium. M?Jiurn mc1ms that b; ,..-hich something is

expressed. ln this study, media is the same as mass media. The mass media are the

modem channels of mass communication used to disscmin<1te infonnation to a very

? heterogeneous large number of people,

, }
Role: A part played by the media in the fight against corruption. Corruption: It is the

act of drawing away from the right path, in the context of this study, it means

? dishonest behaviour used to achieve an aim.

).{;:?aupelgn:
Series of planned activities to gain special objectives. In this study,

I,

_-

.

[? refers to series of media activities- geared toww-ds achieving a particular

-=1\?,

,,¡J<r£¡J?•?h9=_f::jj>,')K
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··

{?Lu .... be m lhe l'onn o1 ¡,togrammes whelhu in .,,.,..._??
.dr

This refers to measures designed to eradicate, prevent or

¡{??? dishonest and fraudulent behaviour used to achieve an aim.

;;,?{(far apiast 1:orruption: It refers to measures taken to stop the use of dishonest-, r\'·
-r.=' mean& or behaviour to achieve an aim. It also includes measures taken to forestal1

':...;'F
such practices seen as corrupt.

•

,. • •co.;
•

.,,...
. .
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CllAPI'ER TWO

LITERATURE REVIEW

Conept of Corruption

According to Stople (2016), United Nations Convention against corruption

recognised rorruption as a multi-faceted, dynamic and flexible phenomenon, and

therefore does not define, but describe coITUpt practices. Corruption may not be easy

to define but, according to Tanzi (2015), it is "generally not difficult to recognize

when observed". Corrupt acts require a minimum af two indivíduah from one or

more communities, and eitltcr exchange or the promise- of an exchange of money or

services takes place; typically secret, the pact benefit? the dyi:id to the dtitriment of

everyone else.

According to Salis.u (2019), the simplest definition of corruption is that it is

the misapplication of public resources to private ends. For example, public officials

may collect bribes for issuing passports or visa, for providing permits and licenses,

for authorising passage of goods at sea/airport, for awarding contracts or for enacting

n:gulations designed to create artificial scarcity, For a very long time, corruption bus

been acknowledged as an obstacle to economic progress and democracy in Nigeria.

--?'J--;pollutes the ethical hygiene of a society (Ogbwiwezeh, 2018).Ill\ •
1''

.

':.'/
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I 1?) ao "'JlO[t<d b)' Afolalii (2017) enumerated tho """"""?i-,
¡jJ(j' 1ru:lude fee mud (known as 419), money laundering, unconventi"""1

Jfi\ .t _: trâde practices, misappropriation or diversion of funds, kickbacks,

•:and over invoicing. bribery, false declarations, abuse of office, and collectíon

Dr moral principles, and an unauthorized use of resources for private gain.

Adigun Agbaje (2015) by way of contextualizing corruption wíthín lhe

territory of public service listed such factors as pervasion of public rules and misuse

of official power for selfish motíve, and the frustration of electoral proce::.s to make

free and fair election impossible. Other fom1s of corruption to him arc the deliberate

refusal to declare one's assets on the assumption and expiration of public office and

of course using one's official status to prcn:nt the administration of justice which is

çommon by the executives (past and present) of different capacities in Nigeria,

In the word of Akinyemi (2016) c,orrnption was described as "the acquisition

of that which one (as a member of society not public official alone) is not entitled'.

Doig (ibid) in 2015 described corruprion to be any use of official position, resources
1-

or facilities for personal benefit, or possible conflict of interest between public

·\'a,,Ublwofficesand is also covered by a variety ofíntemaJ regulations
;• ....

,

10
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.-¡_d; 1.:.:... lv,o parti .. (the demander and lhe supplier) which?;'i·

_ .JÍ!?-••-bi:1lumce on the allocation of resources either immediately ot in theiV'',, iillun,;and

·@.bivolves the use or abuse of public or colleclive responsibility for private ends."

Konié. (201 SJ identified two types of corruption, these are:

• Vertical conuption, which involves managers and decision makers. This is

more common in less developed countries and

• Horizontal corruption, which involves the entire official, ínfonned, and

laymen groups in the countries. Tlle two types of corruption should be

seriously addressed and eradicated if any m<;":aningful economic or political

progress is to be made.

2.1,2 The Various Dimension?/Forms of Corruption in Nigeria

Corruption can be seen in many forms or dimensions. These include:

• Political Corruption (grand);

• Bureaucratic CoITUption (petty);

Electoral Corruption;

• llribery;

11
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I•?
Political corruption takes place at the highest levels of political authority. It

occurs when the politicians ánd political decision makers, who are entitled to

formulate, establish and implement the laws in the name of the people, are

themselves corrupt It also takes place \vhen policy formulations and legislation is

tailored to benefit politícians and legislators. Political corruption is not a recent

phenomenon that pervades the Nigerian State: since the creation of modem public

administration in the country, there have been cases of otlicial misuse of resources

for personal enrichment. ·me rise of public administration and the discovery of oil are

two major events seen to have led to a litany of sordid com1pt practices in the

country. Over the years, the country has seen its wealth i.vithcred with little to show

1 in improvement of the living condition of the common man.
1

_i Bureaucratic Corruption

'i? Bureaucratic corruption occurs in the public admínistration or the;'--
·. ,;f·?ementlllion

end of politics. This kind of corruption has been branded low level

?j ? level. It is the kind of corruption the citizens encounter daily at pi.ce., lik?

12



7Jj{;?licensing ollkos, poliçe, taxing offke., oto. B?_1-.\<''t:
• U . '.:;::which í& seen as similar to corruption of need,. occurs when one

,ji't __:_.....from public sector through inappropriate procedure (Dike, 2005).

;
ElectoraJ corruption includes purchase of votes with money, promises of

\ offloc or special fàvours, coercion, intimation, and interference with freedom of?

?lecti.on. ln Nigeria, votes are bought, people arc killed or maimed in the name of
election, losers end up as winners in elections, and votes turn up in area where votes
were not cast (Dike, 2015), Between independence in 1960 and 1999, Nigería
produced only two elected governments and both \Vere overthrown in miliUU11 coups
before completing a second term in office. Nigeria's military ruled the country for

nearly 30 of its first 40 years of independence_ A successíon of military dictators

ruled Nigeria from 1966 to 1979 and from 1983 to 1999, with the exception of a

three-month period in 1993 thal saw the short-Jived cstab1islunent of a civilían

Interim National Government.

Nigeria's first post-independc11ce government, led by Prime Minister Tafawa

:maiewa. organized general and regional elections in 1964 and 1965. The polls

"1muned the government to a second term office hut were characterized by-?1

;}.?.;;;J complaints of fraud, violence and intimidation (Osaghae, 2015), Protest-··
·'

'\i.íake-.Ofthc regional elections, which in some areas had degenerated joto a

13
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I

I :?e ia CDDlpetitive rigging, led to widespread vioJCD.te and ·i?
_ f I rioting dutt claimed more than zoo lives (Anifuwose, 2017). This led t<),,of the military till 1979.

Bribery, like lying is not a value neutral wncept It has a negatívc oonnotation
iind. ís regarded by most as general!)', although not necessaríly w1iversally, \Wong. At
the very least, those who resort to bribery bear a burden of justificatíon for what they
do. Bribery is a white collar crime in which mone)1, a favour or something else of
value is promised to, given to, or taken from an individual or corporation in an

attempt to sway his or its views, opinions, or decision?. For example, if an electoral
candidate offered money in excl1ange for votes.. It would be considered a bribe.

Bribery usually requires two participants: one lo give the bribe, and one to take. In
some countries like Nigeria, the culture of corruption extends to every aspect of

public life, making it extremely difficult for indivíduals to stay in business wiiliout

resorting to bribes. Bribes may be demanded ín order for an officíal to do something
he is already paid to do. They may also be demanded in order to bypas.? laws and

fe,$1lations. Bribery is therefore, the payment, in money or kind that is taken or given

in a çorrupt relationship, These include kickbacks, gratuities, pay?otf, sweeteners,

14
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tt'- •erimina! law, fraud is the crime or offence of deliberately deceiving anotherfl_ to damage them ·USUally, to obtain property or services unjtJstly. Fraud can

n?:.complished through the aid of forged objects. In the broadest sense, a :fraud is a

f--°é.'"·•,\1\?}?
':

OOl!eption made for personal ga;n. Fraud involves some kind of trickery, ,w;ndi.and
deceit, counterfeiting, racketing, smuggling and forgery (Bayart, et al., 1997}.:j

¡ Embezzlement

Embezzlement is theft of public resources by public officials from tlie public
institution in which they are employed. In Nigeria the embezzlernent of public funds
is one of the most common ,-\'ays of economic accumulalion, perhaps, due to lack of
strict regularity systems. It Is outright theft of <..>ntrustcd funds. fl is a

mísappropriation of property.

Extortion

Extortion is money and other resource? extracted by th? use of coercion,
violence or threats to use force. It is often seen as extraction from below (Bayart, et

.;

al., 1997). ·In Nigeria ..
the police and custom officers are the main culprits. Payments??¡

?

·.

an, usually demanded by these corrupt officials: who otherwise threatens to make

•_--f?¡:c"'•-'timat • of State force in order to ;nrnct hann on innocent victims (public::?i;·l1UiJ61 eus

i)f.. \?rt driver especially).
?-?;1J t?l

·

lp_.iill•m
-?.(

1S



1},{\.....t:sn, is •• -.;.m of Po- abuse Ílllplying a bi8fi1y
J

• ''
· of state1'CSoUrces. However, this is seen as a natural human proeJMty to

Nepotisrn is a special form of favouriUsm in which office holders prefer their

of certain laws or regulations or given undue preference in the aUocation of scarce
resources (Amundsen, 2019; Girling, 2018).

2.1.3 Tb, Causes of Corruption iu Nígeria

The causes of corruption in Nigeria arc myriad and they have political and
cuJturaJ variables. These include:

• Culture and weird value :;ystem:

• Poor reward system; and

• Poor leadership

Culture and Weird Value System

rn Nigeria,. becoming corrupt is almost unavoidable, because morality is

,. relaxed in the society, and many people struggle for survival without assistance from
•::I "\.,.tfu, State. Obsession with materialism, compulsion for a shortcut to affluence,

·•?tion and approbation of iU•gotten wealth by the general public, are among

\(¡ -,0,. for the persistence of corruption in Nigeria (Nduilor, 2016). It 4os been.,

u



.if• of ll)o J:l<)J!ular, but onfottunate indices of goo4 lifi: in Nig<ria is
,II!

l
II aflluence and conspicuous consumption. Because of this, some people

,,?.fLdubious activities, including committing ritual murder for money making?3fêJ1-o?o, 2017).

The influence or pressure of 'polygamous 11ousehold' and extended family

corruption (OnaJaja. 2017). Thus, Merton (2019) acknowicdges the relationship
between culture and corruption. His means-end schema implies that com.1ption is at
times a motivated behavior responding to social pressures to violate the norms, so as
to meet the set goals and objectives of a soda! system. Com1ption is linked to the
strong family values involving intense feeling? of uhligution. l'he extended family
system, though an effoctive insfüulion for survival. also pose? a big obstacle for

development (Harrison, 20 l 7).

Poor Reward System

i

/I system is, perhaps, the poorest in the world. Workers are not paid regularly. Nigeria

,.i·l,,.is a society where national priorities are tumed upside down. Hard work is not
•, ,,":·

..
;'; -arded, but rogues are often glorified in Nigeria. The problem is not that herit:?

,::

Poor reward system and greed is also another serious factor. Nigerians' reward
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.}f
lL·la..1. or .. _lc

"PP<>t1unity is a serious problem ill a socit!ywq.,..,.

/•.Jldlievoment-oriented, but have relarively low access to economic
r?

'. ll.°l'E? as. is the case with many Nigerians. This alone could explain the reason
"·
t'llie Ujl<urge of corrupt practices ill the society. Fo, example, many civil servants·.e'.,:::-

'-,,;,,4?f'i'IV<lik
for months without getting paid (Abubaka,, 2018; Oditta, 2015). Yet, the\ aocillty expects them to be honest and productive. Many of those civil servantsí

'i
·•

working wíthout pay are parents, who are expected to train their children in schools
Without getting theír salaries. Therefore. Lipset and Lem: (2016) note that cultures
that stress economic success as an important goal but nevertheless strongly restrict
access to opponunities will have higher levels of con-uption. And these arc

detrimental to the socio-political an<l cconomk development of the nation. Those
who go through corrupt meuns 10 llchiev,:; their objectives have little or no access to

;/
·'1

opportunity structure.

Poor Leadership

Poor leadership is another major cause of corruption in Nigeria. Nigerian

administration, both pa-;t and present, usually shows an amazing creativity with the

,,,?,
;?·::.é:3?-?_,_inilitary

brigands, presided over the debauchery of the relevant social sanctions,.

li:.

culture of aiding and abetting conuptfon in the nation, These crooked _politicians and

would otherwise have been the waterloo of their thievery. Stolen resources.

18



//f hitlldtore, lell\ing only crwnbs in the 1-sury to fitl"8ce 1heir ?oí·ll[ij? 2015).
I?

_,,·?:t:? brazen irnpWUty disabled the legal, as well as the social checks, that
"
_r?- hitherto, firewalls against corrupt enrichment. This lukewarm attitude of the

f\illlicers clwcged with
enforcing the laws Gudges, police and other public ofücials)

11.4 The Role of the Media in Combating Corruption
Boadu (2012) posit that communication, undoubtedly, contributes co :iocio-

ec:onomic development. The media, with their integrative and in!t!ractive abilities,
have helped in shaping the socio-economic development of communities, countries
and the globe at large. Evidence abounds to show h.ow the convergence of
communication (a$ conveyed in mnss media rnm?nts) and political leadership has

affected the socioeconomic development especially when devdopmcnt ís viev .. ·cd as

social and material advancement or improvement in the quality of life_, self-reliance

and improved lívfog conditions.

The mass media can furnish useful infonnation to the people at largel -tly because they reach the largest section of the society directly or indirectly

'e¿?\. !II' through secondnry readership and viewership regular and intimately (Onabajo
,...

?-

.!!!, 7}. Apart from the government and the people, another party that has a major role

·¡ ;tJ in tackling rape and gender base violence in Nigeria is tho media. Mboho
-?

w

' ,.;: ..
;••iit·,·



,,
.t.ffl;:7-··

JL#:; ·lllt!llla have been known worldwide to pos>ess certain qualitlá?,":!,
ilJJi,,,t)me,. ilnperatíve if the communication is aimed at a wider and

.-?.

:r"¡¡[:t? l!lldicnce. However since tho media cannot be isolated in matters of
:it is expected that they give prominence to the issues of oorruption .

J haeu found to affect voting decisions, reproductive behaviour spfrituality poliHcaJ

']

knowledge party politics and candidate saliency (Onabajo, 2017) electoral choice and
voting stability and so on. Remarkable correlation has also been established by
Schramm (2004) and McNelly (2016) between the mass media and economic
development) in Western and Latin American countries. But can the same be said of
media with regard to corruption? In developing countrie.?, particularly in Nigeria,
have the media in any way helped in reducing corruptíon?

Qualitative, independent media reporting on conuption can play an important
role in pressurizing the government to act in public interest. Rose-Ackerman (2015)
?ealcd that by drawing the attention to behaviour that is generally perceived as

jCCf:ptable and exposing such behaviour as corrupt, media can raise public

-l'Warenes.s; activate anticonuptíon values; and generate outside pressure from the)
-,? against corruption.

.,,,,,

The, impact of media reporting on corruption can be tangible and intangible

2&-17) However, the role of the media in combating corruption becomes

20



:.·

\$?J:W_developmentin the society.

,;f'' Ahrend (2017) explained that how well media can perform its watchdog
.,,

,

function against conuption.
fundamentally, depends on a numbec of factors defined

'/

';
by the polílical, economic and legal cnvi,onmem in which the media opcrntc:however media freedom, freedom of expression, accc.ss 10 infonnation, ownership,

competition, credibility and outreach are some have heen identified as the major
façtors that determine the quality and effectiveness of inedia pcrfonnance on

corruption,

According lo Akiníeleye {2015), national development is a rapitl
transformation of political, social and economic sector.? and necessary machineries to

j_.
mobmse human and financial resources towards achieving horizontal and vertical

?tion, through availability of flexible system !hat allow for change and

McNair (2015) outlined five functions. of the mass media in an ideal

'r?- -?atic society to include informing the citizens, educating the citizens, a¡,;
':

1r:. ?u for public political discourse, to give publicity to governmental and political

21
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,,,.,

.. J..,.. lnedia """""8e on OOl'ruptlon issu,. has a positiv., eff.. t m the!1' -liwd,y resulting in an out,:ry to checkmate such ill practices in a give,¡

1:;'ttt

l;\i-= _)ijJ,
Media rele in

combating corruption can be intangible when media cov,rage
· -•? ·

-

-J>are•cy and
objectivity that will bring about !he required positive change

:
:

,

J.-:&àlutd...,elopment in the society.
:,

J;:{ Ahrend (2017) explained that how well media can perfoffil its watchdog·•·,;l"
r

function against corruption.
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mctors that determine the quality and effectivcne% of media pcrfonnance on
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.,;I
I

transfonnation of political, social illld et:onomic sector.? and necessary machineries to
mobmse human and financial resource.s towards achieving horizontal and Vertical

integration, through availability of ílexible system that allow for change and

McNair (2015) outline-O five functions of the mass media in an ideal

·alie society to include informing the citizens, educating the citizens, a

l'?.,-". bli nicai discolll"5e to give publicity to governmental and political!!Jllni-forpu CpOI '

I
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¡•ii¡µ:_;----- ?- ..

_Jjit 1--..t-,-...,.,.--.._
,··---....__

.... of ? Ó;;::,.::-,_•l:!-Yro:._
::: .i :';S:,_-:,e-::

::-:..:.:. 5=??.:: ::::::.? .:-......-.? of·.

? ...,._ ,.,¡¡ <lir,,-"1;, c;f'.=.:,, '"-" :e-., :; =.e,:?=" :::a''•""-"' ?li.: ,r<>cl,,:,¡

flan by lhe writ.L-r'?, tdit,w,. and p:hJi:::":.e:-s :be;, rçad

Furthermore, !.he medía mJt only influence what we rhink about but influences

r: fJe way we think about thtrrL This is achieved through framing. Framing is a,,

J ( ,nwfuated form of agenda setting theory developed by McCombs and Ghanem
. :,/If,.·
,.

'

.. ?.? :·:<'(2019).
Mccombs argues that agenda-setting operates at two levels: the object JeveJ

·:?
th, lttributc feveJ. Conventional agenda-setting focuses at the object level and

?-lll 1 1 how media coverage influem::es the priority assigned to issues. The mcdii

\i.i1.18ll III how 10 think about some issues. Media do this by infl-cing second
-=:?:?
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,(":>ll1Jribbtes ?- They toll us wbic& •!tribotes arc imponant and wliidl-·?-not. This is done by the media through seJection. emphasis, exclusion andf _.,J.;vu of is.iues.

FnunÍllg theory.

Framing goes beyond the presentation of salient issues but includes how the
isves are presented. Framing substantially affC:ct:, how the public perceives news and
events (Peng 2018), According to Entman (2017) funning is the selection of some
aspects of a perceived realit}' and make them more salient in a communicatíon text,l

1
in. such a way as to promote a partkular problem definition, causal interprclation,
moral evaluation, and treatment recommendation for the item described. Frames

provide a mode of organization for journalists who report news events and the public
who consume the ne,vs. News reponing styles and conventions such as space and

tune allocation, headline size, pla.cr.:ment or positioning of news stories, use of

quotations are strategies used by journalists and editors to increase or reduce the

salience of a news report.

ModernizationTheory

One of the theories of corruption is the modernization theory. In the word of

tington (lOIS). one of the theorist of modernization cited by Adefu!u (2017) he

ill _ ::-ved that: the process of economic and political development in modernizing

,

ual'ty political instability and corruption which may beI ·'1'.., tends to breed meq 1 '

23



.!? ln ,-. of tite use of Pllblic powers to achieve privale ?
? 11Í1J Worked after the (1955) Baod11ng Conference of the Non-Align,,¡!,C--??--. modernization theorists explained that: the causes, scale and incidence

L--!1'!""1 and corrupt practices in pre-colonial African states in tonns of the logic
'e'

/Íl.'patrimonialism, neo
patrimonialism, prebendalism, and patro-clientelism and the

·,,diein proposition common to all these theories of cooption centers on lhe view that
., .. ?,,-

' .

? extractive corruption in African (and elsewhere in developing countc,es) ts one of the
,:,.

---?

unsalutary consequences of grafting modem political structure and processes onL
,,i

indigenous socio political structures which function on the basis of old vulucs and

obligation (ibid).

2.3 Empirical Framework

An empirical study carried out by Suphachol Suphacha!asai, (Suphachalasai,

2005), found strong evidence that competition in the media has a significant impact

on the reduction of coITUption, and competition can even be a stronger detcm1inant

than freedom of expression, The assumption of Suphachalasai's model is that profit-

?-f; c:onuption news, and the higher the probability that a corrupt bureaucrat will be
-

,.'1¡µ1-l.by media. Suphachalasai's study also found that greater freedom and

_ ¡;I.ion in the media industry might also have an indirect effect on corruption ·by
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'.i'."

-Jl'?-t's behaviour and
affecting its decisions on the rub ami

II IIL tbat
ultintately detennine the level of corruption. Consistent with:

..... :-:ts empirical evidence, Tell and The News magazines have been in the'.Il? of reporting corruptíon in Nigeria. Many of the daily newspaper are fond of
•

corrupt act Perpetrated by those they perceive, as enemies while corruption
·>e::t-:--eues involving the close allied of their owner are not reported in the dailies.-?

J:;

Dü:.:e (2015) and Bolu (2016) rightly noted thal, there is an increase in the_.

? ooverage of corruption articles. by the rued ia but articles are concentrated more on the
inside pages of newspapers and space allotment ro corruption articlc:s. 11tis is

indicative of the fact that majority of these articles occupied one-quarter page oftbc
newspapers. This however dissents from the findings of this study in part as this

study indicate that there are issues of corruption reported on the front pages

constituted 80 (20%) items by the selected dallies within the period under study.

In a related study on the evafuation of press coverage of children's and

.j women's right, conducted by Nwodu and Ezeoke- (2013) empirical findings reveal
I

k that 87.4% of the stories on women's and children's rights were found in the

-<-b-?-:. • fth ewspapers leaving insignificant 9.2% and 3.4% respectively for.. '

i!llide pages o en
..

\iL. ·

d b k es This simply implies that while not enough coverage was·"1"fi-otJtan ac pag •

to the issues, the little coverage on the issues found were not accorded the

they deserve. Positioníog the bulk of the stories on women's and

2S

.. "·<.::. :-: .-:., .. j?,->,',



CIIAPTER THREE

METHODOLOGY

]be research design for this project is the descriptive research which enables
-:Í. :R8eJleher to gather int ·

.

•.

- · ·

0nnation regardmg the research problem which will

•'?(·tolfte as a means of provide possible solutions to the problems
'.1 ,:::.

·3-.2 Populationof the study

The population of this study ,viii cover on the issues of rntn1plion in Nigeria
with a particular focus on the channel, and prominence given to such issues in which

the researcher has decided to use Ijebu North Local government .?taff 474

3.3 Sample Size

Sample size dcterrnina!ion is the act of choosing the number of observations

or repJicates to include in a statistical s.ample. The .?ample size is an important foarure

of any empirical study in which the goal ¡,- to make inferences ahout a population

&om a sample. The sample size of this research is 474 of Ijebu North local

Sampling Technique

Sampling techniques involves the selection of a number of study Wlits front a

f study population which is 217 ljebu north local government staffs. This

work wiU make use of simple random. To ensure the determination of

27
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l? su.e 111e. Slatistica1 fi>J:.;
·

.. -
rmula derived by Taro Yamani will be

ill/
J 'The fommlastares thus:

'C'""Mazgin of Error

J=Constant

474

1+474 (0.05)2

The opinions and views will be .?amp!ed from Ijebu North Local Government

staff.

3.S Research Instrument

217 staff

A research instrument is any device constructed for rCCl.)rding of measuring

.,i
?-

data. It is the means for generating pertinent information to be used for solving the
Ill

··/,??: :-rtsearch problems. Questionnaires will be designed and this will be used as the

Validity of instrumentand Reliability of the instrument

. 'Ibe validity of measuring instrument has been defined as the extent to which

00 it reflects true differences among individual on the characteristic that we
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1-

- íll'? tllan """-1 or random errors. Reliability is the de¡¡ree lo
e

_Jiq'
?

-l. hlatrumont Produce<j outcomes when it is repeated. Reliability of
,i,Jíl

f'{? is based oc the statistical tool employe<j for data aoalysis.
11 'I '

1bia research work will make use of primary und secondary data while the
.?

fnttrumeot for data collection is questionnaire was used as research instrument for:?

' eftective data colJection to show the frequency of reports, direction of reports and
? prominence to obtain reliable and valid infonnation, and 10 ensure prompt analysis of
: the data that will be collected

3.8 Method of Data Analysis

All the responses to the questionmlires will be scored and collated. Data

resulted from scoring of the instrument will he subjccred to :.tatis.tical anaJysis thc1.t

can pennit the resting of the hypothesis formulated. fllc regrc,;sion statistical method

of analysis will be used in testing the hypothesis.
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CIIAPTER FOOR
DATA

PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

:•·ii,;, chapter, all the data «>llected from lhe questionnaire are presented and?ed
.,

?- -

Questionnaire Distribution and ColJection·?·
l jÑÜmberofquest1onna1rcd1stnbuted

¡217

?
·,

Numberofquestrnnna1reretneved/computod /15- --.

J

,?':"her
of quest,onna,re not

retnevedicomput::-r==
Table 4.1 Gender or Respondents

i
,) Valid Female I 03
I

I

Ii
I:,

::\L Total

¡
202

•·?: field swvey2020 .

..:?

tat ion that I 03 respondents are female representingIJu,t above table shows a represen

, while 99 respondents representing 49, l % are male in\1(,% of the entire population

Male

I
Frequency

I
Percent

99

50.9

49.I

I

JOO.O

!Valid

Percent
¡cumulative

-

Percent

50,9

¡
100.0

50.9

49,] 100.0
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¡valid

I
Cumulative

I
Frequency Percent Percent Percent
61 28.I 28.1 28.!

43 19.8 47.9 47.9
??

' 29 and above 98 45.!

I
100 l00.0

___

Total

_ l?o2 jw?_

JOO.O JSource: field survey 2020.

1he above table shov,·s that 61 respondents reprc:seming 28.1 % are between the ages

of18-23, 43 respondents re_prcseming 19.8?0 arc bet\veen the age of24-28, while 98

respondents representing 45.l % arc benveen the ages of 29 and above.

Tibie 4.1.3 Marital Status of Respondents

r IFrequency I
Valid

I
Cumulative I

Percent Percent Percent

79 36.4 36.4 36.4

Married 138 63.6 100 too.o

j100.0 100.0

___J



1.!t"
JIL." 111at· 11 ,__, __

,-, --?~-
l'eJlkaenting SO% ore single ànd ol&iJ 11

)Ili' """"-ting S0-.4, are manied.
1:M Educatton Qua"fi .

··;\
·

u Icafioq of Res:pondeqts

I
Frequency IPcccent¡ValidI

Cumulaiivel
Percent Pereent

59 27.2 27.2 27.2

83 27.7 93.2
193.2M".SC OR EQUIV AUNT 60 27.6 100.0 JOO.O

Total

¡
202

11?0 JOO.O _JL-
Source: field sU!Vey 2020.

The table shows that 59 respDndents n:prc:;emin_g 27 .2% have obtained NDINCE, 83

respondents representíng 27.7% have obtained 13.SCIHND while 60 respondents

representing 27.6% have obtained M.sc or Equivalent

Table 4.1.5 Length of Service of Respondents

IFrequency Percent

Below 5 years 21 61.7

18-23 years 13 38.2

Total ¡34 jwo.o

ir1
- field survey 2020.

32

I
Valid

Percent

Cumulative

IPercent

61.7 61._7
_

38.2

j100.0

79.4



_:;;;?-li ?
l'eJ>r<oentiog· 61.7% have spent O.S - iJ¡niu~13? .

.

·

._
l"CJ)tescntmg 38.2% have spent 6? 10 years in service.f.L«ii ne tb.edia by virtue of

conununleatioq should be the frontIn 'radlcatfng corrupt Practices amongst political office holders

Valid

I
Cumulative

-,Frequency Percent Percent Percent

99 45.6 45.6 45.6

Agree 49 22.5 68.1 68.1
·?

?

Strongly Disagree 54 24.8 JOO.O

I
)()OO1·:·

I

Total

¡
100.0¡ L 202

1100.0J
I ___JSource: field survey 2020.

J
Table shows that 15 respondent" representing 44. l % strongly agree that the media by

t: virtue of communication should be the front runner in eradicating corrupt prnctices
'?-

.. ?,. IDJ.ongst political office holders, 16 respondents representing 47.1% follow suit by

;:!:., ,aN:eing. 3 respondents representing 8,8% strongly disagree



IPen:entIVaHd¡cumulativl
Frequency Percent '

e Percent

51 23.5 23.5 23.5

73 33.6 57,1 57.]
Undecided

26 11.9 69.1. ?'
¡?, 69.1

'(f
Strongly Disagree 23 10,6 79.7 79.7

1 Disagree 29 13.3

I
1000 100.0

,.

LTotal 202

j
100.0 100.0

_JI

Source; field survey 2020.

Table shows that 51 respondents representing 23.5% strongly ugrce that TV is the

most efficient mass media instrument to eradicating corrupt practices amongst

politicar, 73 respondents representing 33.6 agree, 26 respondents representing 11.9%

strongly disagree while 29



11,0:

?lllldla.i,oa1,¡be given •ta.tonomolll right ia dJaelb.ina'fkqa:
.rclaUng to eorrupt Pfactices amongst politic.aJ office holders

Valid

ICumu?Fn:quency Percent Percent Percent

51 23.5 23.5 23.5
Agree 49 22.5 46 73.5
Undecided

53 24.4 70.4¡'.
70.4·••

'!

Strongly Disagree 37 17.1 87.5 87.5

"f Disagree 12 5.5 100.0 JOO.OI

L Total

I

202

¡
100.0

i
JOO.O

__JSource: field survey 2020,

f
The table shows that 51 respondents repre?enting 23.5 strongly agree that mass

;¡_
ll)edia should be given autonomous right in dissemination of information relating tn

.J> eotrupt practices amongst political office holders, 49 respondents representing 22.5%
-!---=Ji

,,-.:?
...

:j¡ree, 53 respondent representing 24.4% is undecided, 37 respondents representing
;

·; ;:!%Strongly Disagree while 12 respondent representing 5.5% disagree.



1/tMaq -• •••uld OlakeI :_. relJorts on corruption a t:tatly routineI,;.

Frequency Percent

Agree

Undecided

49

51

49

22.5

23.s

,?
;,,:""\:

j!¡t
::;r. Total 20" 100 O1'tL 1_~ 1_.

! Source: field survey 2020::?
-- -

- -

} The table shows that 49 respon<lent rep,csent;ng 22.5% strnngly agree that mass,·

22.5

Strongly Disagree 53 24,4

Valid

¡cumaJalPercent Percent

22.5 22.5

46 46

68.5 68.5

I
1000

rº-?100.0

· .media should make reports on corruptíon a daily routine, 51 respondent representingu
-?

23,5% agree, 53 respondent representing 24.4% are undecided while 49 respondent



)!:U •• lbedfa •hou]d <reate .

1f li.--
ªª tnterv1ew to ser li tiny ror political

Valid

Percent

?;:;------
Frequency Percent ICumu?Percent

:

Agree 49 22.5 22.5 22.5
Undecided 51 23.5 46 46

Strongly Disagree 49 22.5 68.5 68.5t Disagree 53 24.4 IOO.O

I
!000

(eL Total 202 100.0 100.0

_J1f ,Soun:e: field survey 2020.
·'

.,dJ.
Ttble analysis shows that 49 respondent representing 22.5% strongly agree that mass

,'i,....:,;,

,..;.:,:trmdia should create an íntcrviev.1 to s-cmtiny for political offictl holders, 51'·?.
'?t representing 23.5% agree, 49 respondent reprcs.enting 22.5% are

. --??d. 53 respondent representing 24.4% strongly disagree while 53 respondent

""
'

.•
,· ,:., .-.c..

•·

._
-,_ :,

•

•.

•
-?,

_. e .·
.

.
•

--?;
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¡Í"t.11 Nallonal TV Rad·t 10 •nd ot.her Mau Inedia ehannel should bel -

:-coc1

I

Frequency IPecc,nt ¡Valid I
Cumulative

IPecccnt Percent

51 23.5 23.5 23.5
Agree 49 22.5 46 73.5

Undecided 53 24.4 70.4 70.4

Strongly Disagree 37 17.1 87.5 87.5

Disagree 12

I:?:º
100.0 JOO.O

L Total

I202

I100.0

Sou.roe: field survey 2020. __J

lhe table shows that 51 respondent representing 51.5% strongly agree that national



I :,u.u 1 .. u., or corn,
":. Ption should not be .

11 ·¡•?version reporte-d I.a the newspapers

Valid Cumulai;ve

IFrequency Percent Percent Percent

51 23.5 23.5 23.5
Agree

73 33.6 57.1 57.1

-? Undecided 26 119 69.I
·-Y 69.1

1r Strongly Disagree 23 10.6 79.7 79.7¡.

-,,.,-

"í. Total 29 13.3

11000IIOOO__J
._.

e 202 IDO.O 100.0
I

[ Souroc: field survey 2020.

/Table shows that 51 respondent representing 23.5% strongly agree that issues of

?? .... Jillg 23.5% agree, 3 respondent representing 8.8% are undecided while s

:f??t? representing 23.5% strongly disagree.
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.Jl.l3 lnues or co
: t. rtuptton

sh.ouJd

JÍII: Í pl'Oblems relating 10 .

corruption

he reported towards solving

I VaJid

CumuliFrequency Percent Percent Percl'lnt

49 22.5 22.S 22.5
---

Agree 5! 2)5 46
-'?

46:i·

If Undecided 49 22.S 68.5 68.5

(; Strongly Disagree 53 24.4 100.0 JOO.O{

t°LToml
202 100.0 IDO.O

__JI
I

1
¡.!·

: k>urce: field survey 2020
.t
).l '!be table shows that 49 respondent representing 22.5% strongly agree that issues of

., ;=·\ tomq:,tion should be reported towards solving national problems relating tu

are undecided while 49 respondent representing 22.5% strongly disagree,
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Col'ruptto.a reporta sh ou)d hot be painted nor coated tothe image of the country

IF,equency
Valid Cumulative

IPercent Percent Percent

63 31.1 31.2 31.2

.,, Agree 49 22.5
?-' 22.5 53.5

?· Undecided 53 24.4 24.4
"¡:

Stro I ff
78.1

_ {, ng y 1sagree 37

ri
17.1 100,5

.tLTotal 1202 100.0 100.0

__J:i
..

Source: field survey 2020.

,·. 'Ille table shows that 51 respondents repres.cnting 23.5 strongly agree th.at mass

S3 respondent representing 24.4% is undecided, 37 respondents representing

rrr Strongly Disagree whi1e I 2 respondent representing 5.5% disagree,



(it.ts r..ues or eorru .·

Ption are to be
.

1'illedli h
gnren greater prominence in the

:·

- • ouses In the country

Agree

Valid Cumulative

IFrequency Percent Percem Percent
SJ 25.2 25.2 25.2

53 26.2 26.2 51.4
Undecided 49

Strongly Disagree 49 243 243

Total

j
202 JOO.O

11
oo.o

I
: fieJd survey 2020. ----------J

e shows that 51 respondent representing 25.2% strongly agree that Issues of

24.3 24.3 75.7

JOO.O



¡'i:_

.Ai, n ... •hoqld b .
?

.

·

e
spec1aJ pro

¡¡t¡,líeiue. G- gr•n11 on corruption in mass
:11

•

,
... tbe country

Valid Cumulative

IFrequency . Percent Percent Percent
63 ]J.2 31.2 31.2

Agree 71 35.1 35.1 66.3
Undecided 33

116.3
16.37, 82.6

"
Strongly Disagree 35 17.4 17.4 100.0

fb.,::surveylOl0.13411000 11000 _J
?:fl:bte shows that 63 respondent reprt"senting 31.2% strongly agree that there should

,t· special programs on corruption in mass media houses in the country, 7 ¡

ts representing 35.1% agree. 33 respondent representing 16.3% is

while 35 respondents representing 17.3% strongly Disagree.

,Q : -?----
' .:•·_ ,- ,;:•'.'



.}l"!l-16 There •honrd b .•·,· e special
•¡

;Iii.;.. •• prognnns on corruption in mass
I'

I - ln lhe country

Valid

Frequency Percent

63 31.2

Agree 71 35.J

Undecided 33

116.3
·,,

íi Strongly Disagree 35 '17.4

¡
100.0

Percent

31.2

35.J

16.3

:<¡L Toral

134
j ,:ohurce: field survey 2020.

?
.

:?{"flble
shows that 63 respondent representing 31.2% strongly agree that there should

i•, special programs on corruption in mass media houses in the country, 71
;•.='·

17.4

I100.0

t '·?

Cumulative

Percent

31.2

663

82.6

I00.0

_J

ts representing 35.1% agree, 33 respondent representing 16.3% ís

.

'

,-?
;-

:,., ·.-
·

·

.. ::- .. ''•• .-,-···-'·.,•



11i,u:11Proeram,.
_;_·

o
corruption Nigeria should be held Weak-kneed

I Valid Cumulativ

rFrequency Percent Percent
e Percent

51
23.5 23.5 23.-5--

Agree
73 33.6 57.l 57.[

... Undecided
26 ll.9..,_ 69.l 69.1ji

Strongly Disagree 23• 10.6 79.7 79.7..

IL
Disagree 29 13.3 JOO.o lOO.O

'.

Total

¡
202 lOO.D !00.D ?;

1161.ne: field survey 2020.

?'Ible
shows that S 1 respondents representing 23.5% strongly agree that Programs on

ti.on Nigeria should be held Weak-kneed, 73 respondents representing 33.6

.,-. 26 respondents representing I 1.9% are undecided, 23 respondents

strongly disagree while 29 respondents representing 13.3%
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,II •not•!andaa&JJ.}; •
. Instrument of

eradicating CotTUpt practkes am""8>'J :..,_ holder,
,t .. _'? stands as an

instrument of .
.t?

eradicating corrupt practices amongst política!holders

·

"J,

•?Model
Summary

- '

Adjusted

?]_-?·Model
R R Square Square

-?·- l .953' .909 .906
? ;, I, Predictors: (Constant), Media

Research Findings

:f:
\£.
•·

,4'theAnaJysis of Varümce (ANOVA) results are shown in table as follows

The findings on table indicate that the R square value (Coefficient of determination)
14 O, 909 which indicate the independent variables (mcdi11) explain 90.9% of the

¡MeanSquare IF [
Sig. I

151?381319.690LJ



l),Àfedia

ip

-u0 on table show that the regression model is significant and • fit tuthe media on
C0111Jpt practices. This is shown by the P-value (Sig.) of

i,:
which is less than 0.05 at 95% confidence Jevel.

.• ¡.•

I'
L.

•._:.__
-? (Constant)

r
Unstandardized

Coefficients

Standardized

Coefficient:,;

B Std. Error

.074 .143

-í Medi•

j 993

I
056

?cnt Variable: Corrupt practices?.·ai:?rcb Findings

Beta

.953

518

17.880

7
Sig .

. 608

·:°_J

findings on table indicate that media significantly relates positively (B=.074)

Fn>m the above analysis the null hypothesis is rejected and the alternative

l"J.íl.,e·;= is accepted which indicates that; media stands as an instn.iment of

'1?)L¡; corrupt practices amongst political office holders



CílAp¡,lRFJvt
Y,

CoNCLUSJON AND
RECOIII.MENDATIONSry

.

'l1'1is study .!Unls at a raisin .
.

.
PP g N1gena mecha as an instrument of eradicatingál¡.i practices

amongst political office holders, To achieve the object of theWork, the researcher postulated functiona.J hypotheses and obtained useful
,
.iiida through primary and

secondary source,, and adm;nistered questionnllires on the
·-::,; taDJple staff, Funher, the data was collected, analyzed and validated by the use of
!

: ,......!ages and regression statistical tools,

Other secondary objectives guided the collection of primary data. A revicv" of
existing literature on the subject was presented in chapter two. This review explored
inpartaat issues relating to the concept of corruption. Beside the :.econdary data, a

primary data was gathered through the use of questionnaire..? from the sampled
-? ·,;,population selected for this study. A total of 217 respondents contributed to the'@'.

,Ji,,diog¡ of this study,

Drawing from the preceding chapters, results of the findíngs shO\ved that

. .., stands as lll1 instrument of eradicating corrupt practíces wnong:¡t political

111"..L ®lders. Infonnationgathered from 1he findings reveals that the media by
-

. . ld be the front runner in eradicating corrupt practices::,it l!ODUllumcatton shou

?
Jilcewise mass media should be gi'Vffl autoname-w;:I µitical office holdors

..

'

.·:, :;'•iii·
1•

·•·wl'!l
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_111· í? of int..,..,
.. ( .

¾I
relating to conup1 practi<es aunong,i Polltroal,1111

e

1be roJe of the media is cri
.

.

, tica1 Ill efforts against comiption. As a result, there
., .

be careful
structuring of lhe

relationship between anti-corruption offidals and,
.. ,

..

,-'lllmany <ases, !here mu,t also be efforts to develop or enhance the capabilities of the
'

a:edia to ensure tbat they can function effectively as recipients of infonnation about
tm?Uption, appraise such information in an índependent manner, use it meaningfully
as the basis of further communications and disscminale it to the general public. In
addition to independence anJ credibility, critical functions of the joumali.?tic media
include their ability to digest and render detailed technical matcriah accessible to the

general population. This is. ess.ential to general awareness raising and public

education, but also entails a high degree of responsibility and the exercise of

discretion, since it necessarily involves editorial or "gatekceping" exercises, in which

iba liledia must decide which infonnation to report and which to leave out ThereforeJ.
?-Jib research work concludes that the media house is very mu.<.t important towards

Recommendations

edia is essential to enable it to assess GovernmentThe autonomyof the m

. •

ly and to ensure its reports are erodible to thecritically and ob¡eouve

""



Ili'• "'11o1e. Th
,

· Us,
Go.en.nen, - '1rith the media lllUSI l;c.Jílil.:._ Ille¡, must not Co •

----. .. tnpronuse the essential autonomy of the media.,.1 J? or in Pllblic P•?- .
·

- ? .... 1-'ttons. A1so critical to autonomy and objectivity is- ...I _J;?? of media ow
nersb;p from Government or political factions or, if this is

. .

<nauring th•t there is • diverse media to represent a full range of political
"": j¡pn¡DII. Similarly, the

staffing of individual media should be multi-partisan, ifi ·,

po1S1'ble.

For the media to assess
antí-corruption efforts critically and independentlythey must possess adequate technical, legal, economic and other expertise. In many

cases, other sources, such as retained professional or academic experts, can
supplement the knmvledge of general media reporters. l'raining, awareness-raising
and technical briefing of media personnel in anrí-corruption effrnts maJ' also be

uaetW.

Passage of Freedom of Jnfonnation Bíll by the National Assembly will

IUBnmtee the right to seek for infonnation without inhibi1ion and to publish or

.??-'1'madca.st news safely and effectively. The po1ssage of this bill will give legal cover to

•1ltmcdia's contributions towards the anti-corruption campaign in the country.

The media should be encouraged to develop and enforce adequate standards of
.

1 competence and their objectívity.t.:c.:l.reglll'ding their profess1ona

t especially private owners should be explicitOwners of media houses mos

.

0 the latter w ould make good use of their,interests to their editors s

49



Íllllll lbei, role, in tho •
.

_, ..

.

society mcluding that of ftgh:ting -againstany o1her
Ptactic:es reJa .ted to it Also they should enabie theirto perfonn their duties

effectively so that they would avoid anyH?-=:= of
accepting gifts, envelo

. ))es, fare or any other support that would•ç with their free
reporting.

Medja presentations should clearly distinguish between factual and fictional
q
·. · •

¡íügrammes and between news
reporting, which ceports fac½ and analysis or editorialI'

f çammentary, Which comments on facts.

The media should be able to reach as much of the population as pos?iblc.
Where that involves use ?f public resources, for example to enable coverage of
mnote areas, there should be controls in place to ensure that the Government cannot
withhold such resoun:es to cxen influence on the media. The media not only raises

public awareness by disseminating infonnation regarding the misuse of public pmver,
but it can influence civil society to support Govemment anti•corruption initiatives.

Moreover½ journalists, editors and newspaper o¼-ners can take on an active role

; C:,¡ainst corruption by facilitating public debate on the need to introduce aiiti.

'I' 1,_tl 11

It is essential to raise awareness on the part of the media of the causes, costs,

.

f ption in their count!)', as well as to explain the on.'J=,_ types and locations o corro

d
·

nst corruption. Furthermore, journalists shouldlfüf dbi1s of all stakehol ers agm

1::' _ _ _

•t Government activities, and informod about the
.

ill I how to evaluate and moru or

1'
50



? of ?Ption work in the region and at thelevel. If
iOUrnalists an, to

coinpare the validity of the policies of their'~,.:__.,.¡ With Other, and to report on them in the proper perspective, such__ -j infortnation is
essential_ Internal

diversity and pluralism within th•community also
develop, a

capability whereby the media can report on:?on in their own profession.

Media training should also focus on building an effective information
I

'

lêtwork, That includes
informing journalists about governmental and non-

pemmental institutions active in the field of anticoITUption, about specific areas of
n,sponsibility, contact addresses and all other available inforrnation. If pos?iblc,
nipreseotatives of those institUlions should be chosen to infonnjoumalists about their
work, both the successes and the failur?s. Creating a continuing and interactive

exchange of ideas \\.'ill contribute towards hui I ding trust, and that should ultimately

f guarantee unbiased reporting and encourage Government institutions to ensure an

i cpen infonnation policy. Moreover, training in investigative journalism as area of

,,:tpecialisation
is imperative for joumalíst in the war against corruption.

S1
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