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ABSTRACT

This essay philosophically investigated the moral implication of child abuse in

Nigeria. Child abuse practices have become an issue to be reckoned with in our

society today, it is one of the predominant social problems which need a quick
attention so as to protect the future of our youth in this generation.

ln reaction to this, this essay aimed at examining the causes and the moral

implications as well as, its effect on Nigeria. Not only that, but the essay also

emphasized the need to provide a lasting solution using Immanuel Kant's

"categorical imperative" as a yard stick in analyzing the problem of child abuse on

the l\igcrian society.
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CHAPTER ONE

I.O INTRODUCTION

To begin with. human society is a complex environment where one can find
different level of social activities by which a society develops and operates

simultaneously although this society still faces certain difficulties in the area of

human development in one way or the other. One of the major problem that is

responsible for the setback in the development of human society is "child abuse"
but at this juncture the question to be asked is who is a child?, what is a child

abuse'>, and at what stage of human development is a person referred to as a

child9 furthermore, "A child is defined by the Convention on the Rights of the

Child (CRC) as every human being below the age of 18 yearsi The national child

welfare conceptualized a child to be anybody who is 12 years old or below. While

a child according to the Nigerian law, is any person who has not attained the age

of fourteen years.

The African Network for the Prevention and Protection against
Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) defines child abuse as the
intentional, unintentional or well intention acts that endanger the

physical, emotional, moral and the educational welfare of the
child. These acts are those morally unacceptable to the

community that may endanger the well being of the child.2

According to, "Cook and 13owles, child abuse and neglect consist of acts of

commission or omission which interferes with the chance of the children
. 1'developing to their normal potentrn :

The term child abuse is not a current issue as far as Nigeria is concerned.

Globally it is one major phenomena that has over the year been attracting the



attention of the var· .
, . .

. .10us government m the world. fhe mternatJonal humamtanan
organizations are not left out in this, and NGOs.

ln Nigeria it is just becoming a critical issues to be reckoned with in our
society. ln the past child a being abused does not know when or how he/she is

being abused. The social workers are those who have really come out with these
findings that some of ow· children are being deprived of their right to life, survival
and education. The conception of child abuse is therefore important for the
appreciation of the problem of abused children in Nigeria. This is so because, very
few people can differentiate between child and child abuse. "The conception of the

right or the child specifies that the minimum standards for well-being of children
ranging from the most basic right of surviva14 to the right of their growth into full
potential.

A child of any age, sex, religion e.te. can fall victim of abuse, if the parents
fail to sec the children as a means to an ends, in themselves but used them in

carrying out various domestic activities at home, hawking goods in the streets and

highways and also to render services that are too heavy for their age, which can

cause bone deformation and also cause alienation in terms of making these

children think that it is the hest the nature can give to them or how far they could

go in life. There are many factors that may contribute to the occurrence of child

abuse and neglect, parents may be more likely to maltreat their children if they

abuse drugs or alcohol and at the same time going through mental and emotional

disorder. Emotional abuse could come from either immediate family or extended

family and those of the same area, school and church e.t.c.

Furthermore,



The notion of ·h"ld b .
. . .

.

e i a use 111 Nigeria has remamed a neglectedtopic partly because of the often romantized notion that child abuseand neglect could t .

· •
. .

.

.

no exist 111 Afnca unfortunately. this argumentis not grounded, in fact, the argument is parÚallv based on
?rroneous notion that African society is based on the extended
lamily system where child abuse could not likely occur. Another
reason for this neglect could be due to greater emphasis which is

usua_ll? placed on the seemingly more urgent problem of nutrition
and mtection which affects the African children5

Besides, even when it is occasionally discovered it is tended to be blamed
on urbanization and this, "could encourage parents propensity towards child abuse

and neglect.6 '•evidence now shows that, some cultural practices in Nigeria could
be refetTed to as child batter/ an example of such practice are female

circumcision and malnutrition e.I.e.

I lowever, the moral implication of child abuse is of different dimension

such as dehumanization. poverty, poor health care, malnutrition, torture,

psychological trauma etc. Moreso, there is no denying the fact that the child who

is a victim of abuse by rape or modernized slavery would be affected

psychologically. The humiliatingand dehumanizing treatments they are subjected

to will delinitely leave some indelible marks on their mind. They would be

severely traumatized resulting in low self-concept, poor-self esteem and poor

interpersonal skills which suppose to enhance their chances of becoming fully

functioning members of society. Also, the social problem resulting from illiteracy

and poor orientation and socialization leads into hunger and poverty. It is poverty

that has pushed some parents into trading their children. Though it is not

·

·fi bl b t it shows the level of contempt with which we hold human life
_¡uslt 1a e, u -

especially those of our children who are vulnerable because of their inherent

powerlessness.

3



This study howeve tr se s to expose the activities of child abuse in Nigeria and
its moral implication through Immanuel Kant's categorical imperative

..

theory.
The reason for ado r .

1

.

P mg t 11s theory is to enable us underline some of the
fundamental basis b h' d 1

.e m t 1ese scenanos explicitly and implicitly.

I.I THE GENEALOGYOF CHILD ABUSE

To start with, the notion of the child abuse or subject matter did not

"command much attention until the pioneering work of Kempe and his associates

in 1962. Citizen began to set-up agencies to deal with child abuse in the society8

Historically, we cannot state the particular period when child abuse started

because it was not documented. But, the issue of child abuse is not a current issue

as far as Nigeria is concerned. The reason being that, this social problem has been

dwelling with us. '·A closer examination of the Nigerian tradition and cultural

practice would reveal extensive examples of child abuse and ncglect.9 The

practice of killing babies has been observed in Nigeria. Talbot, for example has

·'observed in Nigeria the killing of twins among the Kalabaris of southern

Nigeria
10 "the early missionaries eventually put a stop to the practice.11 Nigerian

traditional farmers and traders, are known for their trade and travel in West and

Central Africa.

¡11 the Northern Nigeria, close
ti_es

with
t?e

Arab wo:ld witnessed

I oving freely to and fro the middle-east tor trade and
peop e m

t·
· ·

h
I.

·

·1gri'mages This had created
avenu.es.

or m1gratlon t at
re 1g1ous p1

·

. . .

h d b
. to be exploited for internallonal traffickmg m woman

a egun . . 12

and children for labour and prost1tut10n.

4



ln the recent era however, due to the problem of bad leadership, corruptionand low ebb of econom ,

·

) ln some way worsened the situation.

This in turn led to a
•

. .

1

. .

h_¡
•

1 .

n mcrease m socia tension, mter-et uce ashes, a deterioration of basic service juvenile delinquency.child abuse •l ·1d ,
1

'
·

.

·

.

,

.

e 11 neg ect and unemployment the proport10n of the
populal!on_ living in extreme poverty, a group described as the core
poor rose from 6 percent in 1980 to 29 percent by 199613

With the alteration of society by rapid socio-economic, development the
increase in child bearing and the collapse of extended family has led to these
abnormal interaction of the child, parents/guardians and the society. Thus, many
parents lind it difficult to meet the needs of their child and as a result engaged in
hard labour.

Since, rural areas were hardest hit, mass migration swelled the
population of major cities. As the circle continued parents and
families began to take greater risk in an attempt to escape poverty
and improve standard of living. Accepted practices such as placing
and fostering children in the homes of relatives, were turned into
money making venture for parents and the phenomena for cheap
labour through child trafficking escalated driving large number of
children in the street to work. The working condition were
hazardous and exploitative especially for those engaged in
commercial sex. 14

1.2 TYPES OF CIIILD ABUSE

This segment examines the abusive and humiliating nature of the child in

.

.1
,tbac.k it has inflicted on the socio-economic activities ofrelat10ns to t 1e se

. .
·

. B t the fundamental question to be asked is, why is child abuse
N1genan society. u

,

.

N. ··a? Who are the masterminds of this child abuse? What
on the increase m igeu ·

1

. d to have their victims? What are the inhuman and unjustare the methods cmp oye
5



conditions victims b'su jected to? These questions are germane or relevant m
discussing the child abuse p t'

. . .rae ices m N1gena.

CHILD LABOUR

The change of the society by rapid socio-economic changes, the increase in
child bearing and the collapse of extended family has led to the unusual
relationship of the child, parents/guidance's and the society thus, many parents
find it difficult to meet with the need of their child and as a result they engaged in
hard labour.

The incidence of child labour in this region continues to remain the
highest for any continent, where 49 million children are found to
be economically active ILO, 2006. as for Nigeria the focus of our
study and the most populous in Africa with 139 million
individuals, it is pertinent to mention that there exist a high
incidence of child labour rates within the country Bass say; the
world bank 2006, the most recent data indicates that about 26
percent of children aged 10-14 years in Nigeria arc engage in
economic activities in economic activity.15

Hence. the magnitude of children's labour force participation in Nigeria

serve as compelling reason to investigate the consequences of child labour for

children's social and human capital development. Child work should be

distinguished from child labour, by child work we mean:

Work in which, the primary emphasis is on learning, training or
·

¡

·

t' as such the work schedule 1s f1ex1ble, tend to besocia iza 1011
• • • •

. .

· , t ti e developing capacity of child and encourages his
1cspons1ve o 1

f d
· ·

k'i. ·

¡1·0n in appropriate aspects o ec1s1on ma mgor her pai 1c1pa . .

.¡ ·¡d labour we mean work that 1s essentially

p.rocc?s
.. By

cd11.J'urious to the physical, social, cognitive and
explo1tat1vc an m ·. 16

moral development ofa cluld.
6



However, child labour occurs when
school are being exposed to long hours

children who are suppose to be in

work in a dangerous or unhealthyenvironment with loo much respo 'b'I' ç
1

.

ns1 1 1ty 1or t mr age. The CRC focuses on childlabour.

Article (32) states that which recognizes the right of the child to beProtected fro1n e O
•

¡

· ·
•

,
.

.

c nom1c exp 01tat10n and from performmg any\\ ork that 1s likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child
cdu?ation or to be harmful to the child health or physical, mental,spmtua!, moral or social development17

The three categories of work in which these children are in the public
place such as market and the streets in cottage industries, mechanical workshops
and domestic service. Below is the case of Obiageli:

Obiageli Njoku a I O years old girl who was taken away from her
parent in the village to Enugu with the promise of enrolling her in
school at Enugu. Obiageli never got enrolled in any school. She
was constantly beaten by her madam and on one occasion her
madam used a hot knife to scratch her mouth. Her reason for doing
this was because little Obiageli ate a left over rice eaten by the
madam's husband, Obiagcli had not been given permission to eat
the rice and as such deserved hot knife across her mouth.
ANPPCAN intervened and returned the little girl back to her
parcnts.18

This scenario or case given above was the most horrific and worst

example of man's inhumanity against man. But, how can conscience which is

¡.
·

t ti ise activilies that are incompatible with moral reason. Situation
e 1v111e suppor 1,. , ·

like this make one to wonder whether if children are gifts from the Lord or a

cause.

7



CHILD BEGGING

Child begging can be regarded as a form of child labour. There are twokinds of street children ¡· d
•

.
.oun 111 Ntgena, those who Jive and work on the street

and those who guide or I d h
.

11

..ea P ys1ca y challenged adult. In the northern c1t1es

''Almajiries" are found in almost all nooks and cranies as the Koranic Education
permits Islamic tutors lo send their pupils to beg on the street.

ln the East, children of eight or nine years of age are found on the street in
trading activities. work as vendors or hawkers and head loaders. The poser is, is

there no government programme or policies in place that sees into the protection
and welfare of the street children in Nigeria? Has there not been any roles

governmc11l and the civil societies played? If there is, what are these roles?

Campaigns by civil society organization and other groups such as
!LO and UNICEF within the society so far appear to be yielding
only minimal result these efforts are fürther being frustrated by low
literacy level and the object poverty in the society.19

Government on its own part has done little to tackle the problem of child

begging or its underlying causes. A child right has to be protected because they

are leaders of tomorrow. Article 27, of the convention right of children stipulates

that children have the rights to a standard of living adequate for their mental
· ·

¡ h
·

J and social development. Thus, it is the duty and responsibilityspmtua , p ystca
•

t parent and society lo plan the future of our youngerof the governmcn .

• ·

·¡
, t do this has its moral implications such as thuggery, theft andgeneration, lat ure o

vandalism cte.

8



DOMESTIC HELP AND SERVANT

The Oxford Advance L . .earner D1ct10nary defines domestic help "asservant who works in som b d
,

.

.
_

e O Y s house, doing cleaning and other jobs20 while aservant 1s reierred to as a persa hn w o serves someone.

Slave trade was d r ·d ¡

-e me n article I of the 1926 Slavery Convention as

including "All acts inv ¡ d
·

h
· 0 ve m t e i:apture, acquisition or disposal of a personwith the intent to reduce I

·

t I

'21 •11m o s avery the-under-lymg point of slavery, slave
trade and servitude as d' ¡' t fi· e ·

, is me 10m iorced or compulsory labour 1s that, they are
forbidden irrespective of their consent of the person concerned whether his or her
relatives. In the last decade, the Nigeria nation and people have witnessed a

steady deterioration in its social, political and economic affairs this steady decline
has caused many problem.

These had paved way for traffickers and criminal rings who had used the

opportunity of the crack in the Nigerian social fabric and moral decadence to

exploit the desperate and ignorance parents. Particularly, in the rural areas, to

produce for commercial trafficking. these trafficking rackceters have assumed

alarming proportions channeling huge numbers of these children to the

employment market of the major towns where there is a growing trade for this so-

called business including the international traffickers who transport some of these

children to sorne neighbouring African countries in exchange for hard currencies.

They are also imported from neighbouring West African countries into Nigeria

Id
•

b d-d labour But within Nigeria, "Roland Ogbonnaya stated that,and so mto on e ·

.
. , 1- -hild trafficking in south cast of Nigeria requires urgentthe mcreasmg rate o e

.

¡

· Abia state.22 The "UNICEF factsheet, indicated thatattention particular Y 111

9



under the age of 21 years as a minor but, allows minors to marry with parentalconsent26

ln some parts of N' •
.

h
.

1

igena, little consideration is given to girlsP
ys,c? '

P_sychological and emotional preparedness for marriage
?s sec_t,on ).4 has discussed many girls are given away in marriage111 their early to mid t Th •

.
.

. . .

- eens. e1r consent 1s hardly sought and bndepnce IS imposed, as if a commodity were being brought and sold27
In the light of the above, the question to be asked is, are these girls or

children given in marriage, human being? If they are, then their personality must
be treated with care and respect. This, Kant moral law demands it from each and
every one of us. More so, in the view of the existentialists that man although exist
in the world with others has his own life to live and his own death to die. This
shmNs man's uniqueness and individuality. Every man has his own life to live
himself. so, the issue of choosing one life partner or who to marry should be the

exclusive rights of the person involved hence, the consequences of early marriage
is health problem, higher rates of maternal and infant mortality.

CIIILD ABANDONMENT

Child abandonment is a state whereby, a parent either the father or mother
•

.

l 'Id ¡ other words, child abandonment is a situation wherebydesert his or hei e 11 • n ·

,

1
from responsibi lily to the child. Having said this, it is

parents of a child s 1y away
.

l t child abandonment can be physical, educational and
important to note he1e t1a

. _
.

.

. limiting this discussion withm the amp1t of the physicalemotlonal but we shall be
. .

'nclude not providing for food, clothmg, medical care and
abandonment and these t

supervision.

11



f<or some decades now there had been steady increase in the issue of
abandonment of the newt .

b
.

.

Y orn babies in the public places such as market and
toilets by young mothers d

.
. .ue to stigmat1zat1on, and inability of single parent e.g.

mothers to cope with their children.

Many abandoned ch1.ld1·en .

d f"II. .

1 I

.

h.
b

are pro uct o
·

1 1c1t sexua re at1ons 1pet ween teenage gi ¡ d
. .

i
r s an men. These relat10nsh1p arc usuallyorced on girls as a result of exigencies of urban living dumpingthe new born serves as many purposes, it saves the girl from being

cmharrass?d. 1l provides the opportunity for the girl to forge a new

1?elat,on?h1p with men, some with a prospect for marriage and
tmally, 1t serves as economic purpose for young mothers who have
no means of supporting the children. Child dumping has been
aggravated by lack of comprehensive adoption practices in
Nigcria28

The question is, can these so-called parents of these abandon child, be said

to have conscience at a!!9 One issue that is oí great imp011ance is that government

has to provide support for the abandoned newly born babies in the public places

and children in the hospital who had IIIV from birth. The concern here thus is not

only on the Cuture of these children but indeed that of the country.

SEXUAL ABUSE

The inappropriate sexual behaviour with a child includes fondling a

• . .
·

I

.

· tercourse incest rape. sodomy and sexual exploitation to be
child s ge111ta s, m ,

,
•

• h. Id . b tl1ese acts are committed by a person responsible for the
considered e I

a use,

,
. .

¡ 1 d to the child. Omonubi observes that sexual abuse is

care ot a child or 1e a e

rather rampant she wrote.

d, f Nigerian girl child are victims _of
incest and other

Thousan s o

b ti ev are victims of accident and
unsrokenforms of_

child
ªd?se ·I \ct by one of the men in their family2

horror bemg rape as c 11

12



I ne est remains a tab .

.

· 00 m Nigeria as no cultural basis has been found to
support the practJcc. The sex

1 b , .

.

ua a use of cluldren in )iigeria, is mainly a domestic
issue hence such, is not made to h

.t e public or being documented. The perpetrators
are people close to them That •

· is to say, the people living in the same house with
them. For example their un 1

' c es, master e.t.c. These issues had been swept under
the carpet for lung and th ,

.e parents ol the violated or molested children, would
rather choose tu settle tip ·

. " e ·
•

· e issue as a 1am!ly matter or affairs, this 1s due to the

Ps,_·chological de
·

dpress1on an stigma attached to such person involved by the

society.

But however, what the people involved do not know is, giving it publicity,
this would act as a deterrent to others who would want to engage in such a

nefarious acts better skill, such case could be reported to the appropriate

authorities for sanction. The ethical implication of these kinds of child abuse is,

emotional neglect, this refers to the deprivation i.e. lack of caring, loving and

sympathy toward people.

L3 SOCIAL CAUSATIVEFACTORS OF CHILD ABl'SE

The important of this essay is to look al the social causative factor of child

· N' .· Cl 'lei abuse covers a wide range of both physical and emotional
abuse 111 1ge1 ia. · 11

. •

d. w I li be using the conflict theory to examine these social
abuse oí chtl I en. e s 1ª

.
,

. Th flicl theory is against child abuse and blamed the
causallve tactm s. e con

.

I

, or people to have been one of the major causes of

oppression by nch over t 1e po

these social problems.
. d cliild abuse as a result of inequity and

.

h
·

st perceiveConflict t eon
d that the society is structured such that

t re They argue .
.

social struc u ·

tl an the other accordmg to marx1an
ft more 1

one group bene 1.
d

•

ated the means and the control of
. th nch ornm

perspective,
e

13



production over th
ab · b

e poor. This can b
· •

use ecause children in th'
e seen m relat10n to child

the powerful. They D th
is context are poor and exploited by

f
ur er see elem t f

·

actor to the version f
.

. _en
o society as a contributing

the family gove
O mequahty 111 human society for Example

• rnment r ·
'

society foster and 1

. '. r_e
igion and other institutions of the

eg1ttm1z
·

·1

expense of other. Jo
e pnvt eges of some group at the

The contribution of social . . .

. _

mst1tut1on such as the family unemployment
poverty, religion and earl .

1

.

_

Y 11amage e.t.c are caused mainly due to alternative of

soc1etv by rapid social eco
•

d
. .

.

·

- nornic an poltt1cal changes. Various forms of child
abuse have been identif d rt· 1

·

.te pa 1cu arly, 111 the urban areas for example with the

globalization of the economy particularly the spread of G.S.M. The global

satellite mobile by foreign investor has brought about and increase in the use of

children working in the service sector of the economy as street hawkers of some

of the product of various telecommunication outfit in Nigeria.

Moreso. the pressing nature or work and other cases of life cum, the

general poor economic situation of the country. Many parents find it difficult to

meet with the need of their child. as a result they are compelled to engage in one

form of labour or the other. The question to be asked at this juncture is, is it right

for a child to contribute to the sustenance of the family? If a child can, what kind

of income generating activities should children do? Anybody who is from the

N il ? 0¡· Nigeria is íullv aware that street begging by children of school
01 1ern par, -

d .1 ·r·iage 1-5 a culture but the ulterior motive for this are due to

age an eai y mm , ,

.

· or for religious reason. Many poor families regard young
either monetary ga111s

.

· b den thus see marriage as a necessary survival strategy for

girls as an economic ur
.

_ .

• th' t marriage offers protection for theu child from the

the family. Reason 15 ª'

¡
and molestation. l\1oreso, another reason for an early

danger of sexual assau t
. .

.

1 art of Nigeria is that, marnage 1s seen as a strategy to

marriage in the northe!l P

14



avoid girls becoming p regnant before the .

people into believing th t
marriageable age. Some clerics mislead

? a.

Street begg·
·

· •
mg 15 one of the ·

religious Islamic knowled e
r?qu1rements in one's quest for

surrender their child
g · It 15 to the end that many parents

are not well versed
ren

1?nomad!c Islamic teacher most of whom

these young c111-1d. mf
t 1e Islamic religion to carry hundreds of

1en rom pia 1 1

. . .

them religious knowledge31
ce O Pace 111 the name of g1vmg

This practice appeared to have been
.

enhancing by the high level of

poverty 111 the society ªnd government's inability to provide the basic social

amenities and finding of the educational sector.

CONTAINMENT THEORY

This theory was developed by Reckless in 1950s and 1960s. it has two

reinforcing elements: an inner control system and outer control system

According to containment theorist, "it explained that the reinforcement of both

external and internal controls lead to attitude like beating, neglect32 and the use of

abusive words which constitutes various forms of child abuse.

While the other containment or external regulators represents the

structural buffers in the person's immediate social world or

environment that can hold him with bonds, they are condition

.

d ·'ti povertv deprivation, conflict and discord.33
associate WI 1 "'
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CHAPTER Two
z.O KANTIAN ETHICS

Immanuel Kant a German Ph'! h .I osop er, was one of the most importantPhilosophers of all time h d
·

, e ma e important contributions in epistemology,metaphysic and ethics. His maJ·or work ·

th' M h
·

of morals,m e 1cs are; ctap ys1csGround works of Metaphys·,cs of mo•
I e

· ·

¡·
·

1

·

I a s, nt1que o practica reason.

Kantianism is term commonly used to describe his ethical view.Kant made a significant contribution to ethical theory. Ile arrived
at discovering a general moral principle which would be absolutelyuniversal in application and completely free from the accidental
particularities of time, place or human nature. Kant's attempts was
to ascertain the nature of morality and difference between a

virtuous and a non virtuous man1

To look for a solution to this problem Kant demarcated or draw a line

between act done from a sense of duty and those that are products of mere

·

1

·

t· "le s!1a!l be discussing it within the ampit of good will and duty, andme ma Hll1S. v, . .

categorical imperative.

2.1 GOODWILL AND ITS RESULT

" hin can possibly be conceived in the world, or
According to Kant not g

.
. "?

d
.

d without qualification, except a goodwill
f. ,1

·

h can be calle gooeven out o· it, \\ 1ic
. d is the goodwill. Kant takes goodwill as

. .
.

. that the ult1mate goo
what this 1mphc5 15 '

. health and generosity are moral
. d the others hke honour,

.a moral quality an
1

•

h st· According to Kant, act10n
h odwill as the 11g e .

qualities. He takes t e go
. that can be morally evaluated. To

d ·ill are the only actions

performed from a goo \\
f m the moral law says Kant. The good

. act in respect ro
ldf goodwill 1s !o

t' 11 and not the result that shouact rorn a
. It is the ac 10

'thou! qualificatton.will is the good wi
19



be taken into
consideration. He also argued thright when it is done with ..

1

.

at we should not judge an act to beev1 motive the o
.

.

adequacy to achieve som
g odwill is not good because of itse proposed end it is ood f

.
.

.

willing i.e.it is good of itself.
' g O itself only because of its

A true moral act, moral .

,

m Kant's sense is an action carried out from asense of duty. fhc moral obli , t'
.

.

ga ion is to do what is right and acting out of respectlor the moral law. The moral s· .fí.ig111 icance of someone's action seems to vanish if
we can find out what the per ,

e ·son was ,arced to act m a certain way by external law
or threat. To preserve one's act' ·

d
¡

· ·1011 IS a uty t 1at everyone has also an immediate
inclination to do so. Every individual should protect his life and actions since

every one"s life is in conformity with duty, but from the motive of duty that is, an
action should be done either from duty or from immediate inclination, but solely
from purposes or self interest. The problem with this is that our feelings come and

go. The demands of morality arc constant. Al times a moral person must do things

he does not really feel like doing, thus Kant insists that morality must be based on

rational principles and having said this, the question to be ask is what does a duty

and inclination mean?. "A duty is what a person ought to do or obliged to do

while inclination means a feeling or tendency that makes you want to do

something.'

2.2 GOODWILL AND MOTIVE OF DUTY.

.
.

11

,

•

1partant in life and make it worth living
. K· nt "'what 1s 1ea ) m

Accordmg to ª '

.

fi 11 a good wi114 in the Ground Work of
. .

. Ieasure but actmg r01
.1s not happmess or P

.

b saying that nothing is good w!lhout
. [ Morals. he begins y .

.the Metaphysics O •
·

·u Bv this he meant first that a good will
.

.
. but a good w1 . ,

. . .

qualification or hmitatwn
d d that it is good m itself that 1s,

d an secon ,

h" best goo ,
'

is the supreme or the ig
20



good regardless of its
tendency t

_

_

0 produce result which on independent grounds
indornsm or otherwise may be d .eemed desirable. What then is the good will?Kant says that it is the rational 'li K -

·

•

v. 1
· ant claims that, in humans the good will 1sthe dutiful will, one that will for the sake of duty, the will of humans, on the otherhand, is not wholly good, it is not determined solely by reason and the moral lawbut it is also affected by the passion and appetites and these may always promptus to act against our duty. An action is dutiful only if it has the idea of duty as itssole motives, ·'Kant says that there are three kinds of action which are not done

from duty and therefore not from a good will and hence lack true moral worth.5

(!)

(2)

Actions recognized (perceived, known) as contrary to duty ... about these the
question docs not even arise whether they could have been done for the sake
or duty is as much as they are directly opposed to it.

.

. f .

¡

·

-h we have no immediateAction which in fact accord with duty, yet o, w iic
.

1 d t do so by sorne otherinclination, but performing them impel e us o

inclination.

and the subject has in addition an.

h. 'h accord with duty(3) Actions w 1c

6

immediate inclination (to do them).

.
.

ot a rational judgment, "Kant says thattive oi duty ,s n
Moreover. for Kant. the mo

. t. robabilism'.1 What concern. . ,

is to warn us agams p
one of the tasks of ·consc1cncc

, d to actions which are contrary to duty..
.

s may lea
.K

.

.

t
J.

ust that inclination
·v opposed but alien to morality.

ant 1s no
ch not necessai,

.

_ . d feelings are as SU
.

way bv the pure idea of duty
Inclmat10ns an

d to act in acertam •

_ . .l mav be le
d ce with my mclmat10n.According to Kant, •

.
. Jeasure and in accor an

dl ·md with P
and still act gla Y '
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Acting from duty may not l
. .

ie to exhibit lhemere turgid nlual. greatest verse for Iifie but 'th
. .

, ne1 er 1s 1t a

2.3 CATEGORICAL IMPERATIVES.

There are. accordin t Kg o ant, basically two k' d
.

.

hypothetical imperative a
1

.

m s of 1mperat1ve namely, ane a catcgoncal
•

l _, _

unperative. The former represent thepractica necessity of a possible action as
.·

.
.

.

' ª means to something else or to an end.l or example 1f you want to b
.

.

ecome ª philosopher then you must and practicephilosophy. fhc moral law for hi .

. _
_

.

m is a categoncal 1mperat1ves. It applies to all
men as rational beings possessing free ,¡¡ ·r¡ . . . .\\I - 1e categorical 1mperat1ve implores us
to perform an action wi1hout regards to lhe consequences or effects.

According to Kant we should build our action on the categorical

imperatives which Kant regards as the supreme moral principle. Kant's criteria of

universalizing maxim captllres some oi' our everyday moral intuition. Everything

in nature works in accordance with laws since reason is required in order to derive

actions from laws. ""if reason infallibly determines the will, then in the case of

such being actions which arc recognized to be objectively8. The conception of an

· ·

I
¡·ar as this principle is necessitating for a will is called

objective pnnc1p e so ,

• .

¡

, .. ·.
1

, a single categorical imperative which is act only
1111perat1ve. llencc t 1erc 1s on)

.
. ..

, .
.- ·h the maxim of your action to become a universal

on the maxim which )OU 1'15

. •. . flaw is universality therefore the person who acts
law9. The essenllal chaiactcI O

. • • • •

.

J't f his or her pnnc1ple. Each md1v1dual
th universa I Y 0

from dutv attends to e
.J

ld ,11 to be a universal law. The following
• that he cou WI

should act on maxun
_

1

. th·it only maxim of the actions that
.

. he truth of 111s e aim ,
.

example brmg home t

I ave was from suicide, helpmg others,
f the example ic g,

have moral worth. Some O

1 piness. But we shall give only one

r and that of our own rnp
the honest shop keepe '
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example here. Kant cite ,san exam
1

.

in time of distress. Ac, ·d·

p e With a man wh .

. .

coi 1ng to him s

O mtends committing suicide
oi my action really bee .

' Lich man should ask h"orne a universal law
imself can the maxim

of nature? Bt1t th" .

From self ¡

· is maxim is this:
.

ove I make it .

contmuance threate my principle to si rt
, ns mo • 10 en m ¡-¡¡ ·r ·

further qucsli
re evil than it p

. Y 1 e 1 its

b, , .

on to ask is Wheth . re1:11ses pleasure. The onl
e come um versal law ¡·

er tlus pnnciple of self I
y

sy t f
O nature It

·

1

ove can
.

s cm o nature by who
I

. is I ien seen at once that a

function is to stimulate t?e nª?v
the very some feeling whose

destroy life would contra/ t ?1th,erance
of life should actuallv

subsist as a S)•ste,111 f
ic itse f and consequentlv could 110'¡

.

· o nature h h". .

·

umversal law of nature and thisence
is

max1_m cannot hold as a

supreme principle of all duty".
10

therefore entll"ely opposed to the

The question is can this .· ,·
1 f

.

' pi tnctp e O self love becomes a universal law?
For Kant. the maxim of this action is not universalizable thus suicide is to be

condemned because it involves inconsistency.

Kant gave a formulation of the categorical imperative thus "Act as to treat

humanity whether in thine own person or in that of any other, in every case as an

end with all. never as means only.11 or simply put, "do to others as you would

have them do unto you." This means that every individual has an intrinsic worth,

that we should treat humanity with dignity. Kant explicitly claims that we should

treat ourselves with respect and not merely as a means to some end. The

·
• •

• •
·

¡ t v have moral duties to ourselves and not just others.

1111pl!cat10n of this 1s tia \ e

h d. ·t)·' and worth of mv own personhood and treat it

That is, I should respect t e igm •

. .

d every individual. If there 1s a categoncal
as having a value that transcen 5

. •
•

. f 1 an objective pnnc1ple of the will form the
.

.

.
. f .

l ian will, it must orn
1rnperatn•c 01 rnn

. .1, and end for every one because it is

l
•

¡ 1s necessan )

conception of that w uc 1
.

.

.. ts as an end 111 itself.

principle is rational nature exis
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J,0

CHAPTER 'fH"

RF:E
APPLICATION OF l<ANT•s CATEGoABUSE RICAL

IMPERATIVETO CHILD

ln the principle of respect for persons wh .
.

.

I

·

b ' at IS mvolved 1s a valuation ofperson l iat 1s a solute as opposed l _

1

.

.

.

' 0 ie ative or relational. We must know that weare required to regard each person as m· 1

.

.

_ª tcnng absolutely, 111 the sense that in nocircumstances can a person cease to matter.

Child abuse is
dehumanizing in all it ways and by all standard. The

perpetrators of this Act use the theory postulated by Niccolo Machiavelli in his
book "The prince" which says that "lhe ends justify the means" meaning that any
means, ways used or employed to achieving one's aim is justifiable once one

succeeds at the ends. This theory however, supports getting Rich Quick Syndrome

by any means. That is, even if human beings were to be sold like chicken and

cattle it is permilled provided the ''ends'' which is to get money is realized.

_ b,· , tic!es (means) or an end in themselves?The poser 1s, arc human emgs ar
_ , _

.

I h, . o[ Immanuel Kant's categoncal 1mperat1veThis however 0oes agamSl tic l eory
· ' º

b
.

('ncluding ourselves) as ends and never
·I

,

I

., , .

. us to treat human cmgs I

.

11¡ 11c 1 n:qu11 cs
.

.

.

d' 'd ais deserve respect be 1t
,

II beings 01 m ivi u

only as means at all I that is 10 say, a

, d 'nfant. The only way respect
, d teenager even a fetus an I

an adult, adolescent an ª
.

d' ·dual 10 see himself such a way as
.

d
,

for cvcrv in iv1
for person can be achieve is •

,
,

d or given to individual there
d love. If tl11s is one

.
. kindness an

treating human1ty 111

•
,

.
,

, the society at large.
, , , and tranquil1t) m

will be tolerance peace
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.1.I
£QUALITY FOR PERSON

Equality is important in ,

II
.

. .

a
sphere of life, wh. .farndy. commun1t1cs and the so

. en there is no equalitv in the. . ciety at large, peo le .

.
all means of 1mmoral act and .

.

P tend to go vrnlent, indulge in
.

. .
.

crinimal
activities h

-

.
.

disobedient. I he fundamental .

t at might result mto civilquestion here is what is ,
.

')Advance Learners Dictiona d " equality. The Oxfordry e11ncs equality "
h r

.

2
as t e iact of bcmg equal in rightstatus, advantage c.t.c. moreso, cgualit e· .

.

'

.
,

.
Y an be ieterred to as a state of beingequal 111 quantny, size, value, opportunit ty e .. c.

There arc certain principles or rights that are equal to everybody for
example equality before the law, equality before god, equality to worship e.t.c.
These laws or principles have their sources in the state constitution, convention,
charter and the natural law or rights. But. the fact is nature itself does not endow
us or everybody equal and also the society. I laving said this. equality for person is

guaranteed under the l'ol lowing sections in the l 999 constitution of the federal

republic of Nigeria. Section 33( I)

.

h I' f and 110 one shall be deprivedEvery person has a ng 1

t?
1 e '

•

!'the sentence ofa court•

1

•

I"fi ave in execution ointentionally oi 11s I c. s
.

·

1_ lii·cli lie ha· s been found guilty• · ·

,

¡ Jícnce o w -in respect o I a crnrnna 0

in Nigeria'.
I

, t people of all ages in-espective of
- ,

. .

t· tes it clearly tia ,

. .
I he constitut10n 5 ª

.

h t exi·st This right 1s violateduai ng t O ·

. he law thus have eq
.their age is equal be lore 1

.

.

'de and unjustifiable abort10n.
.

.
. f . money ntuals, su!CI

by act of killing ot children °1

Section 34 (a) (b) and (e) states:

d' it)' of his person, and
eel for the ign

entitled to resp
Every individual is

according-

26



al No person shall be subi'c t
I

.
e ed tot

b) No person s iall be held
i ·J·

011ure or to• hh
n s

avery
in uman d,·) No person s al I be requi·r d

or
scrvitud

or e grading treat" e to perfi e and ments;orm forced or
compulsory labour4

The constitution here n
11a ,es u

1
.

. s o
understand thsince everyone 1s equal every ind' .d .

at
everybody is equal and1v1 uai is entitled t

the law is against all forms of .

h

O respect of his person. Thus,m tunan treatment b
forced labour. The right here is violated b

Y man such as slavery and
.

.
y any act that deprives another fthe opporlu111ty oi cx1.:rcising his f1· d

person o
· ee om such as si ·

ave?, servitude, colonizatione.t.c.

Furthermore, section (35) (I) sa}'S "c\•crv h II b
·

·'
• , person s a e entitled to his

personal liberty and no person shall be deprived of such liberty'. The constitution
here guarantees the right to happiness, privacy and freedom to all and sundry. But

the question is, is it the case in Nigeria'! Can the Nigerian child be said to have

freedom or their own? If they do have the rights of their own as it is being

provided for by the constitution, do they understand their right'1 Are they mature

to take decision that pertains to their life?

I

.·
1 t ·an be violated by any action that constitutes an

I low ever_ t 1csc 11g 1 s e

.

11 at deprives another person of the
b

•
. r another man 01 1

o staclc to the happrncss O
. .

f h ·nh t
c. d m The recogn1t1011 o t e I eren

. ,
.

.

. his or her ii ee o .

oppo11u111ty ol exercising ·

1

. ber of the human family
.

.

. lienablc rights of al mem
d1gnitv and of the equal and ma ' ?

.

ti e world. The Universal
.

,

, .

.
. ·ustice and peace m ,

.

IS the foundation of treedom, J
. t s that: "everyone has nght

.

I 948 Article (26) sta e

Declaration of Human Rights ot '

. the elementary and fundamental

b free, at ]eaSt 111
. an bodto education. Education shall e

. law or decree which prevent Y Y

. d b)1 an actJOl1,
.

(Z5) (ii) states that:
stages.7 This rights is vJOlate

. Morcso, article-
.

. ducauon.
(

. cqumng
e

especially children) trorn ª
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"motherhood and childh d00 are entitled to •children, whether born •

_ special care and assistance. Allin o1 out of Wedlock h li .

7
is thus the duty of ' s ª enJoy the same social benefits Itgovernment to ensure that .

I

.

h
.attention arc give 1 h

.

.

·

spec,a ng t and privileges orn o t eu welfare With li .
.

k
-

h d ª pnnciples. the question one is forced to
as 1s, w y oes child abuse still .

.

·

.

_
_

persist or cx1s1?, and why inequality? Child abuseexist, as a result of mequali!y w fi d
' e m around us and that is why the issue of childabuse cannot be eradicated but

, can only be reduced to the nearest minimum. Thesecond question can be answ d frere
I om two aspects, the nature and the society. Theformer can be traced to the creation story from the book of Genesis in Bible and inKoran where man was put on a higher pedestal. This has created a vacuum forgender inequality among the children or people. Naturally, some people andcountries are blessed or gifted over others. This explains why children are also

being abuse in the developed countries of the world. One major problem that is

responsible to this setback is the development of human society. This led most
parents and families to began to take greater risks in an attempt to escape poverty
and improve standard of living. For this reason, equality between different

·

¡· 1 ,nong various countries of the world cannot be attained.categories o peop e a

.

l I 1. the society inequality is brought about due to socialWhde from t 1c ang e O · •

d.
. atriarchal system. It is a common facts thatinequality and structure, tra 111011 or P

.
.

t dards or with a low mcome are unable toarents that live under low economics an
fl

.

f their children so as to make them become'd - d d quality educat10n orprov, e goo an
I d d that children who have parent with.

- . It can also be cone u e
good leaders 111 futUI c.

.

h
.

. 1c have low tendencies of being.

,· and with h1g mcon
.

.
high standards of h \ mg

_ f living have higher tendencies of bemgiith low standaids o
. .

.
abusive while those v.

Th patriachal system 1s a kmd of
. -conomic status. e

abusive due to their socio-e
.

rights on some individual over others.
. .

n bestowed certam
svstem whereby trnditto

"
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By this inequality is created am
.

. . .
ong People.

Having said all this however, it is the
duty and

respons1btl1t1cs of govern
. ment to produce equal opportunities to stop or

reduce these social menaces. First d
·an loremost government must add more law

that would guarantee for th
1·

e egua ny of persons in terms of giving equal
op1Jorlunitics to cverybodv ir· t' .

.
•

, iespec 1vc of then· status 111 the society. Alsogovernment is lo ensure that, tenets of the rule of law should be strictly adhere to.Concerted drive is to be made by government to eradicate the high level ofilliteracy. particularly among our children and parents. If this can be achieved, itwould help in reducing in equality to barest minimum. More so special attentionshould be given lo the least in the society when shearing resources. Commentingfurther, Kant gives six different formulations of the categorical imperative, are as
lcillow:

(I) Act only on that maxim through which you can at the same time will that
it should become a universal law.

.

·

h Id become a(2) A?ain l am never to act otherwise than so that my maxims ou
universal law.

, .

,
. to become yom will a universal(3) Act as if the maxim oi your action \\CIC

.

law or nature.
.

b tl in your own person and in the person ofS ) act as to use humanity o
1.

. . n end never simply as a means.
( 4) (

h, same t1111e as a
,

. -

I
every other, alway_s

at t
e_ , d itself at the same time as makmg umversa(5) So act that your will can iegar

.

b

· xim
·

]aw makmg mem er
law through its ma, .

, , through your maxims a
. , as if you were al,\ays

. .

(6) So act .. , ...
J kingdom of ends.

f th se formulations accordmg to, itsin a un1ve1sa
_

,

g on some o o
li b discussmBut, we sha e

,
.

sue at hand.relevance to the IS,

.

h which you can at the
1 t maxim throug

!y on t ia
.

.
, . t' al

,
t '·Act on

,8 Accordmg to ,t ra 10n
, ·ding to Kan

niversal !av. .

Ac1,;01
. should become a u

·11 hildren for rituals, tell lies to
. will that it

d , were to ki e

fi

same lime
·r evervbo }

they never see the ourued that 1 "

. hool whereasPrinciple Kant arg
I them in se

. · · to pu
Of prom1srng zgtheir parent



wall of school, commit sui ··ct. c1 e etc. life WouJ .

.situation wc find ourselves W .

d be 1mposs1ble no matter the
,

.

,

. e Will
never, rational! " . "

.
.

.

and pro1111sc breaking b. Y will that telling hes tellingecome
entrenched h' .

.
. et ical maxun. This is so becausegoverned by !Je telling and pron

.

,

b . .· .1Ise
rcakmg w!II be worse for it Such law thus

will be self-defeating. ·

Kant's"Actasif'thcmaxim f .0 your action were to become through your willa universal law of naturc9 requires us to consider whether the maxims of ouraction, universalized could be consistent with empirical fact of the natural worldin which we have to act. That is, if what we have in mind tallies with the existinglaw, natural right then, according, to Kant has a moral worth. But, if it does not
con form on the other hand, it is nothing other than a mere inclination.

Kant's --so act as to humanity both in your own person and the person of
lü h

.

l '·it tl1e' t1'n1e as an end. never simply as a means ot erwiseevery other a ways

known as the moral law.

individual has an intrinsic worth, that we should treatThis means that every
,

.1•1
.

s formulation of Kant requires us to. -

1 l'gnitv and respect. 11hurnamty wit 1 l I "

.

.

,

I being and treat other human beings()li¡. conception as a iationa
.

universalize
1 ) If only we can abide by this.

(the golden rue ·

likewise as rational bcmgs.
I

.

this formulation and Kant
ality is centra m

formulation of Kant. Thus, equ,
.

. f . very man in-espective of anyiate the d1gmty o e

emphasizes the need to apprcc
d to person does not depend upon our

·'respect owe
.

· These.
.

111
other co11s1deratwn.

. for individua ·

•

lai· concell1
part1cu

'
ha"ing affection or any "

-1¡ can regard itself as

' '

t that vour w1,, t "So ac •

.¡ation of Kan
. 12 Kant reqmres us to act

· ·

¡
form u

· maximln the f¡!t 1

, through its
.. iversal la\\

d at the same time can. , rnlong un
· rsal law anthe same t111w as 11

'fit were urnve
.

h' on our own as I
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orne a genera/ law. He Points out
i th •

.

b<t

" ' s "" foo," ''""" u,., w, m,,. llii, k or

law or principle of moral law a th .
.

!ht

s '
Pn,c,p¡, which e, e,y lcgi s Im= for

himself ,nd othe,, Wilh""'
hei,g fmced lo obey lliem. A, '>ampt, ,r these moral

1,w is, "d, to othc, What Yoo wo,[d haw th""' do,, ""10 '"''" telti.,g Ii?, kiltiog

e.It ''""' most of th, lows ore foo,d ¡" llie
COosti1"tio,, K"'' is ,rrg1,,. ? ID

obey them Md '<I dt,tifolly so os to tre,1 °'"'Y'""' Wom00 aad ehildre, q?IJy
li we stick to oegm i '< • i gh Is, we Wit I Preditffih I Y ,;,d to wry m,eq,ru ilisITih,ti""
of wealth, power and Well being. !Lis because wealth, power and well being are

IIY distributed in the
society, and that is one of the major reason why

not cqua

I

.

volve in child
trafficking, stealing e.t.c.

pcop e Ill
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4.0 CHAPTER FOURPOLJcy
RECOMMJ'No' ATION

This essay, has t
.

dne to evaluate the d .
how it could be

controlled . anger involved in child abuse and
. Child abuse is co 'd .

and sin to religion F . .
nsi ered as a cnme against humanity

· 01 this
reason, the foll .

.
proffered to tackle h .

owing recommendations shall be
t e problems

adequately.
A

knowledge of cthi ·

f .
.

.
cs IS O utmoSt importance here. This is because, for a

nation to be considered as developed the provision of social infrastructure is not all
that is required. Contrary to the opinion wrongly held by many people there has to
be concomitant development of the physical being and, most importantly the moralattitude of the individuals that makes-up a society or a nation hence, J.I Omoregbemaintains that ··moral development and the citizens of any nation are the pre-requisites for the development of that nation 1. Although, knowledge of ethics isnot a sufücient guarantee for the moral correctness or rightness of the citizens of

any nation. But it has the potential of changing and re-defining perception in a
't• 'fhi's would help in shaping the general attitudes of people and

pos1 1ve manner.
-

·

.

d l nding of what social infrastructures are, the way to
hence, affects the11 un ers a

th rs and how best to utilize available facilities forconduct themselves, respect O e

_

f he nations. Thus, there is need lo re-articulate and re-their own benefit and that O t

.
. ..f the way this can be done 1s by organizingd fi -

.

al values. Some oe me ou1 natwn
.

.

1 be provided for parents, policy
. .

d educat10n should a so
Workshops and specialJze

. .

t ¡¡ level of the community. Schoolditional authont1cs a a
makers, religious and tra

erlv trained to inculcate such values into-h rs should be prop "

.
.

. . .

administrators and teac e

b
•

corporated mto other d1sc1plmesin ethics should e m
our children. In the same ve ,

subject on its own and taught bya course or
h science or asas biology, healt
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experienced matured te hac ers. Child' .h l d
¡· s rights have t b

t e ea ers o
tomorrow th . 0 e protected because they are

us, I( should be t
need to cater for their need

no ed that Part of a child's right is the
s so that they Will d .

adjusted mature adult. ft is ti eve/op mto a confident and well-
. le duty and

responsib Tsociety to plan the ¡·u¡ .

f I Ity of parents, government and
uie o our y ounger generation Eve

·

ensure that his child .

.
· ry Parent or guardian shall

01 Wai d atlends and
l

.d h comp etes primary school education and

secon ary se ool
education. An .

.

. y pai ent or guardian who has the care or custody of
a child who has completed his b·

.

.asic cducatwn should endeavour to send the child
to a college of education pol t h

·

·
• Y ec nic and

Umversity and where the child is unable
to go to school due some cogent reason the child shall be encouraged to learn
appropriate trade and the employer of the child shall provide the necessities for thelearning uf the trade. Similarly. the child is to be trained to acquire cenain skills forself-reliance so that they can be uscfuJ to themselves anel to the nation as well.Moreover, parents who are not educated should try and acquire certain skills forsel!:reliance. that, they may be able to take their children to school, pay their schoolfees and cater for other responsibilities.

t
" ust take reasonable legislative and other measures such

The govcrnmen m
.

. fil d literature circulating in the country2. "Religious
control of pornographic I ms an

.

.

.

J immorality but condemn and purnsh same wherever
bodies must not pampei sexua

.
.

.
1

t ¡

. d bv example and discourage situatwns
. . .

d· The)' mus ca J
and whenever 11 1s notJce ·

that perpetrate such vices.

n establishment that would beId create a body or aGovernment shou

agencies which was set-up by the_ duct beaurearesponsible for this. The code ot con

the public elected office holders
,

ated to servef N' eria was ere

h h this is a good
federal government o ig

1 tes their conducts t oug '

heckrnate or regu a

ff¡ holders or civil servants.
and civil servants to e

t non-elected o ice
.

b extended oidea but it can as well e
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There is the need to bring ti , d'1c me 1a closer to the people, most especially the people
from the grassroots This cai b d b .

-6-1.
·

e th

·

1 e one y exploring poss1 i 1t1es 1or edevelopment of
community media greater decentralization of The media wouldbring communities and media organization closer together, making it easier to thelatter to relate to local concerns and problems and provide opportunities forgrassroots participation This would require the licensing of community radiostations and the training of 111cdia professionals in participatory programmingmethods. It is hoped that when these suggestions are religiously implemented, theissue of child abuse in Nigeria will be ameliorated and today's cynics may findsuflicient ground to support the policy and thereby, provides the needed catalyst torealize the set aims and objectives of the government.

.u CONCLUSION

i·n this essay, attempts had been made to explain what childBy and large,

In the same vein, through Immanuel
.

d how it can be eradicated.abuse is, causes an
.

. . h vas able to underline some of the basis..
1 imperative. this rcsearc \

.

Kant catcgonca
. . . . were dug out; arising from this,

. .

Ex licit and 1mpl1c1t reasonshchind this sccnano. · P

.

h as dehumanization, torture, untimelyf d'ffercnt dimension suemoral effects o I

thers featured out..

I trauma among odeath, psychologica
.

d sustain without awill be difficult to achieve an
The major progress

d this must be followed byd illiteracy an.

ns! poverty an
. ·.

s to\vards shouldering their
Concerted drive agat

t zen.

o empower c1 i

. .Peciallv designed t
.

I re-orientation with the emphasis
measures s ,

·

ous nat1ona
. .

.

·

s need for sen

b ing on the street.
. .b.lities. I here I

f ·chool age are egg
respons1 t

hildren o s
where e

on the northern states
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Special attention is to be given to the worst off in the society when sharing
resources this Would help in

reducing 1·n ¡·1
·

th ·egua I y 1n e society.
furthermore, our advice to everyone is that we should always remember the

principle of morality by applying Kant's categorical imperative which implies that
we should treat

humanity as "ends" and not as a "im;ans" in whatever we dowhether as a person of as a group of individuals }_1:ing saddled with theresponsibilities of making policies that conce?ns us or that have to do with thechildren of Nigeria, thus the moral law demands this from each and every one ofus.
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