o

& MORAL QUEST FOR CHILD ABUSH
~IN NIGERIA: *

AN EXERCISE IN PHILOSOPHY

OLANIYAN OLAKUNLE OLANIYI
" MATRIC NO:- 060105027

-~

_”’QEPARTMENT OF ?HILOSOPHY AN’BB RELIGICUS STUDIES

FACULTY OF ARTS
* ADEKUNLE AJASIN UNIVERSITY;
AKUNGBA AKOKO; ONDO STATE

JUNE, 2010,



A MORAL QUEST FOR CHILD ABUSE IN NIGERIA: AN

EXERCISE IN PHILOSOPHY

BY

OLANIYAN OLAKUNLE OLANIYI

MATRIC NUMBER 060105027

AN ESSAY SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES, ADEKUNLE
AJASIN UNIVERSITY AKUNGBA AKOKO ONDO STATE

NIGERIA, IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF THE

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF BACHELOR OF

ARTS, B.A (HONS) PHILOSOPHY.

JUNE, 2010




CERTIFICATION

I certify that this long essay was carried out by OLANIYAN OLAKUNLE
OLANIYI with Matriculation Number: 060105027 of the Depariment of
Philosophy, Adekunle Ajasin University, Akungba Akoko, Ondo State,

SEGUN TAIWO

(Supervisor)

DR. T. ADAMOLEKUN

(H.0.D)




DEDICATION

This work is dedicated to Almighty Ged and my parents. Who have been

my greatest helper and supporter.




AKNOWLEDGEMENT

1 show my great sense of appreciation to the Alpha and Omega of my Life,

the One who saw the great man that I can be and gave me a chance (ALMIGHTY
GOD).

1 am also grateful to my supervisor Mr. Segun Taiwo who has been of
tremendous help to me during the course of my writing this essay. Thank you for
not just being a supervisor but also a mentor. [ appreciate all my lecturers, Prof.
Segun Ogungbemi, Prof. Ade Ali, Dr BM. Akinnawonu, Dr. (Mrs.) LO.
Adadevoh, Mr. S.A. Laleye, Mr. ltanrin, S.L.D, Hon O.F.O Bolarinwa (staff

adviser), Mr. Jinadu, Mr. Layi. God Bless you all for your numerous contributions.

1 must not forget my beloved parents; late Mr. E.A. Olaniyan and my
mother Mrs. E.A Olaniyan, I love you very much for being there for me. I cannot
forget your love and support towards making this dream a reality. Only God can

pay you back.

My special regards, goes to my siblings; Bro Olaposi, Bro Olayemi, Sis
Yetunde, Sis. Aina, Sis. Bose, and the baby of the house Oladayo Olaniyan. You
are all wonderful people, I cannot but be grateful to you all because without you

there would be no me. Love you all.

I thank all my friends who have made this school a home away from home;
Ronke, Frank, Sly, Mathoe, Olubanke, Yemi, Odun, Bose, Alex, Demola, Mr.
Richard, Pastor Peter, Paul tallest . It is true that friends will come and go, good
friends will leave but a dear friend cannot be forgotten. [ love you all. To all
winners campus fellowship members and to all members of Living Faith Church

Akungba Akako. 1 love you with the love of Christ till we meet again.

v




1 appreciate all authors whose ideas I borrowed in the course of writing

this long essay, more grease to your elbow.

Olaniyi Olakunle. O

June, 2010




ABSTRACT

This essay philosophically investigated the moral implication of child abuse in

Nigeria. Child abuse practices have become an issue to be reckoned with in our
society today, it is one of the predominant social problems which need a quick

attention so as to protect the future of our youth in this generation.

In reaction to this, this essay aimed al examining the causes and the moral
implications as well as, its effect on Nigeria. Not only that, but the essay also
emphasized the need to provide a lasting solution using Immanuel Kant’s
“categorical imperative” as a yard stick in analyzing the problem of child abuse on

the Nigerian society.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

To begin with, human society is a complex environment where one can find
different level of social activities by which a society develops and operates
simultaneously although this society still faces certain difficulties in the area of
human development in one way or the other. One of the major problem that is
responsible for the setback in the development of human society is “child abuse”
but at this juncture the question to be asked is who is a child?, what is a child
abuse?, and at what stage of human development is a person referred to as a
child? Furthermore, “A child is defined by the Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC) as every human being below the age of 18 years.' The national child
welfare conceptualized a child to be anybody who is 12 years old or below. While
a child according to the Nigerian law, is any person who has not attained the age
of fourteen years.

The African Network for the Prevention and Protection against
Child Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN) defines child abuse as the
intentional, unintentional or well intention acts that endanger the
physical, emotional, moral and the educational welfare of the

child. These acts are those morally unacceptable to the
community that may endanger the well being of the child.?

According to, “Cock and Bowles, child abuse and neglect consist of acts of

commission or omission which interferes with the chance of the children

: i3
developing to their normal potential.

The term child abuse is not a cutrent issue as far as Nigeria is concerned.

Globally it is one major phenomena that has over the year been attracting the




attention o i i i i
{ the various government in the world. The international humanitarian
organizations are not left out in this, and NGOs.

In Nigeria it is ; : s . o
gera it is just becoming a critical issues to be reckoned with in our

society. In the past child a being abused does not know when or how hefshe is
being abused. The social workers are those who have really come out with these
findings that some of our children are being deprived of their right to life, survival
and education. The conception of child abuse is therefore important for the
appreciation of the problem of abused children in Nigeria. This is so because, very
few people can differentiate between child and child abuse. “The conception of the
right of the child specifies that the minimum standards for well-being of children
ranging from the most basic right of survival® to the right of their growth into full

potential,

A child of any age, sex, religion e.t.c. can fall victim of abuse, if the parents
fail to see the children as a means to an ends, in themselves but used them in
carrying out various domestic activities at home, hawking goods in the streets and
highways and also to render services that are too heavy for their age, which can
cause bone deformation and also cause alienation in terms of making these
children think that it is the best the nature can give to them or how far they could
go in life. There are many factors that may contribute to the occurrence of child
abuse and neglect, parents may be more likely to maltreat their children if they
abuse drugs or alcohol and at the same time going through mental and emotional

disorder. Emotional abuse could come from either immediate family or extended

family and those of the same area, school and church e.t.c.

Furthermore,




The notion of chil

;L d abuse in Nigeria has remained a neglected
topic partly becaus

Gise ¢ of the often romantized notion that child abuse
i it roundud not exist in Africa unfort!.malely:. this argument
s Es " t'e , in fact,. the argumc.m is partially based on
e otion that A.fncan society is based on the extended
amily system where child abuse could not likely occur. Another
reason for this neglect could be due to greater emphasis which is
USUallly‘ placed on the seemingly more urgent problem of nutrition
and infection which affects the African children’

Besides, even when it is occasionally discovered it is tended to be blamed

on urbanization and this, “could encourage parents propensity towards child abuse

6 H . o
and neglect.” “evidence now shows that, some cultural practices in Nigeria could

be referred to as child battery’ an example of such practice are female

circumcision and malnutrition e.t.c,

However, the moral implication of child abuse is of different dimension
such as dehumanization, poverty, poor health care, malnutrition, torture,
psychological trauma etc. Moreso, there is no denying the fact that the child who
is a victim of abuse by rape or modernized slavery would be affected
psychologically. The humiliating and dehumanizing treatments they are subjected
to will definitely leave some indelible marks on their mind. They would be
severely traumatized resulting in low self-concept, poor-self esteem and poor
interpersonal skills which suppose Lo enhance their chances of becoming fully
functioning members of society. Also, the social problem resulting from illiteracy
ntation and socialization leads into hunger and poverty. It is poverty

and poor orie

that has pushed some parenis into trading their children. Though it is not

justifiable, but it shows the level of contempt with which we hold human life

y those of our children who are vulnerable because of their inherent

especiall

powerlessness.




This study

howey Lo 5 e o
CVer sets to expose the activities of child abuse in Nigeria and

its moral implicatj / .
plication through Immanuel Kant’s categorical imperative theory.

The re; : ;
ason for adopting this theory is to enable us underline some of the

fundamental basis behind these scenarios explicitly and implicitly.

THE GENEALOGY OF CHILD ABUSE

To start with, the notion of the child abuse or subject matter did not
command much attention until the pioneering work of Kempe and his associates

in 1962. Citizen began to set-up agencies to deal with child abuse in the society®

Historically, we cannot state the particular period when child abuse started
because it was not documented. But, the issue of child abuse is not a current issue
as far as Nigeria is concerned. The reason being that, this social problem has been
dwelling with us. “A closer examination of the Nigerian tradition and cultural
practice would reveal extensive examples of child abuse and neglect.” The
practice of killing babies has been observed in Nigeria. Talbot, for example has
“observed in Nigeria the killing of twins among the Kalabaris of southern
Nigeria'® “the early missionaries eventually put a stop to the practice.! Nigerian

traditional farmers and traders, are known for their trade and travel in West and
Central Africa.

In the Northern Nigeria, close ties with the Arab world witnessed
people moving freely to and fro the middle-cast for trade and
religious pilgrimages. This had crcaled_avenues for migration that
had begun to be exploited for international trafficking in woman

)
and children for labour and prostitution.




In the rec
ent era however, due to the problem of bad leadership, corruption

and low ebb .
b ofeconomy in some way worsened the situation,

This in t A : : .
umn led to an increase in social tension, inter-ethnic

Ellibl:gesb a detfl:rxoratlon of basic service, juvenile delinquency,

abuse, child neglect and unemployment the proportion of the
population living in extreme poverty, a group described as the core
poor rose from 6 percent in 1980 to 29 percent by 1996"

With the alteration of society by rapid socio-economic, development the
increase in child bearing and the collapse of extended family has led to these
abnormal interaction of the child, parents/guardians and the society. Thus, many
parents find it difficult to meet the needs of their child and as a result engaged in

hard labour.

Since, rural areas were hardest hit, mass migration swelled the
population of major cities. As the circle continued parents and
families began to take greater risk in an attempt to escape poverty
and improve standard of living. Accepted practices such as placing
and fostering children in the homes of relatives, were turned into
money making venture for parents and the phenomena for cheap
labour through child trafficking escalated driving large number of
children in the street to work. The working condition were
hazardous and exploitative especially for those engaged in
commercial sex.'

TYPES OF CHILD ABUSE

This segment examines the abusive and humiliating nature of the child in

relations to the setback it has inflicted on the socio-economic activities of
Nigerian society. But, the fundamental question to be asked is, why is child abuse
on the increase in Nigeria? Who are the masterminds of this child abuse? What
their victims? What are the inhuman and unjust

are the methods employed to have .




conditions victimg i 1
: . subjected 19?2 These questions are germane or relevant in
discussing the child abyse Practices in Nigeria

CHILD LABOUR

The ghange of the society by rapid socio-economic changes, the increase in
SHild. bearing . the collapse of extended family has led to the unusual
relationship of the child, parents/guidance’s and the society thus, many parents

find it difficult to meet with the need of their child and as a result they engaged in
hard labour,

The incidence of child labour in this region continues to remain the
highest for any continent, where 49 million children are found to
be economically active ILO, 2006. as for Nigeria the focus of our
study and the most populous in Africa with 139 million
individuals, it is pertinent to mention that there exist a high
incidence of child labour rates within the country Bass say; the
world bank 2006, the most recent data indicates that about 26
percent of children aged 10-14 years 1I13 Nigeria are engage in
economic activities in economic activity.

Hence, the magnitude of children’s labour force participation in Nigeria
serve as compelling reason to investigate the consequences of child labour for

children’s social and human capital development. Child work should be

distinguished from child labour, by child work we mean:

ki i e primary emphasis is on learning, training or

o mti‘zi]i;‘;’ ;ﬁihp the v}\iork Echedule 1% flexible, tend to b_e

responsive Lo the developing capacity of child and encourages .hls

her participation in appropriate aspects of decision @a%gng

o g .hild labour we mean work that is essentially

m;j] injurious to_the physical, social, cognitive and
‘of a child."®
6

socializa

process. By
exploitative
moral development 0




However, chj e
> child laboy oceurs when children who are suppose to be in

school are bej :
€ing exposed to long hours work in a dangerous or unhealthy

environment with too mych responsibility for their age. The CRC focuses on child

labour,

Article (32) states that which recognizes the right of the child to be
protected ljrom economic exploitation and from performing any
work t.hat is likely to be hazardous or to interfere with the child
edyt.:auon or to be harmful (o the child health or physical, mental,
spiritual, moral or social development'’

The three categories of work in which these children are in the public

place such as market and the streets in cottage industries, mechanical workshops

and domestic service. Below is the case of Obiageli:

Obiageli Njoku a 10 years old girl who was taken away from her

parent in the village to Enugu with the promise of enrolling her in

school at Enugu. Obiageli never got enrolled in any school. She

was constantly beaten by her madam and on one occasion her

madam used a hot knife to scratch her mouth. Her reason for doing

this was because little Obiageli ate a left over rice eaten by the

madam’s husband, Obiageli had not been given permission to eat

the rice and as such deserved hot knife across her mouth.

ANPPCAN intervened and returned the little girl back to her

parcmsA]8

This scenario or case given above was the most horrific and worst
example of man’s inhumanity against man. But, how can conscience which is
divine support those activities that are incompatible with moral reason. Situation

like this make one to wonder whether if children are gifts from the Lord or a

cause.




CHILD BEGGING

Child i
ild begging can pe regarded as a form of child labour. There are two
itids OF Stret ehildies e
kinds of street children found in Nigeria, those who live and work on the street

d i "
R guide or lead physically challenged adult. Tn the northern ecities

“Almajiries” are f i . y >
Jiries™ are found in almost all nooks and cranies as the Koranic Education

permits Islamic tutors to send their pupils to beg on the street.

In the East, children of eight or nine years of age are found on the street in
trading activities, work as vendors or hawkers and head loaders. The poser is, is
there no government programme or policies in place that sees into the protection
and welfare of the street children in Nigeria? Has there not been any roles
government and the civil societies played? If there is, what are these roles?

Campaigns by civil society organization and other groups such as

ILO and UNICEF within the society so far appear to be yielding

only minimal result these efforts are further being frustrated by low
literacy level and the object poverty in the society.'?

Government on its own part has done little to tackle the problem of child
begging or its underlying causes. A child right has to be protected because they
are leaders of tomorrow. Article 27, of the convention right of children stipulates
that children have the rights to a standard of living adequate for their mental

spiritual, physical and social development. Thus, it is the duty and responsibility

of the government, parent and society to plan the future of our younger

generation, failure to do this has its moral implications such as thuggery, theft and
)

vandalism etc.




DOMESTIC HELp AND SERVANT

The Oxford
e Advance Learner Dictionary defines domestic help “as
servant who ins ;
Works i Somebody’s house, doing cleaning and other jobs®® while a

servant is referred to ag a Persen who serves someone.

S : ; - :
lave trade was defined in article | of the 1926 Slavery Convention as

including “ G : S
uding “All acts iny olved in the £apture, acquisition or disposal of a person

with the intent to reduce him to slavery?' the-under-lying point of slavery, slave
trade and servitude, as distinct from forced or compulsory labour is that, they are
[orbidden irrespective of their consent of the person concerned whether his or her
relatives. In the last decade, the Nigeria nation and people have witnessed a
steady deterioration in its social, political and economic affairs this steady decline

has caused many problem.

These had paved way for traffickers and criminal rings who had used the
opportunity of the crack in the Nigerian social fabric and moral decadence to
exploit the desperate and ignorance parents. Particularly, in the rural areas, to
produce for commercial trafficking, these trafficking rackeeters have assumed
alarming proportions channeling huge numbers of these children to the
employment market of the major towns where there is a growing trade for this so-
called business including the international traffickers who transport some of these
children to some neighbouring African countries in exchange for hard currencies.
They are also imported from neighbouring West African countries into Nigeria
and sold into bonded labour. But within Nigeria, “Roland Ogbonnaya stated that,
d trafficking in south east of Nigeria requires urgent

the increasing rate of chil
The “UNICEF factsheet, indicated that

: 2
attention particularly in Abia state.




under the age of 21 years ag g

minor but, allows minors to marry with parental
consent® = iy P

In Some parts of Nigeria, litt
physical, Psychological and ¢
as section 5.4 hag discussed m
in their early to mid-teens, Th
price is imposed, as if 5 com

le consideration is given to girls
motional preparedness for marriage
any girls are given away in marriage
elr consent is hardly sought and bride
modity were being brought and sold”’

In the light of the above, the question to be asked is, are these girls or
children given in marriage, human being? If they are, then their personality must
be treated with care and respect. This, Kant moral law demands it from each and
every one of us. Moreso, in the view of the existentialists that man although exist
in the world with others has his own life to live and his own death to die. This
shows man’s unigueness and individuality. Every man has his own life to live
himself, so, the issue of choosing one life partner or who to marry should be the
exclusive rights of the persen involved hence, the consequences of early marriage

is health problem, higher rates of maternal and infant mortality.

CHILD ABANDONMENT

Child abandonment is a state whereby, a parent either the father or mother
desert his or her child. In other words, child abandonment is a situation whereby

parents of a child shy away from responsibility to the child. Having said this, it is

important to note here that child abandonment can be physical, educational and
imp

. li oy . . : v it of b
emotional but we sha 1 be limiting this discussion w. hin the .amplt rt] 1
i vidi f i g2, me ical care and

abandonment alic ese 11c 1de not prov dir 2 101 100C clothin d.

supervision.




For some d
ecades
Tow there had been steady increase in the issue of

abandonment of th "
" nilyiber babies in the public places such as market and

toilets by young n i
young mothers duye tgo stigmatization, and inability of single parent e.g.
mothers to cope with thejr children,

Many abandoned childy

en are product of illici ionshi
between teenage . p Ilicit sexual relationship

and men. These relationship are usuall
forced i g : P :
i nev\?rl]) girls as a result of exigencies of urban living dumping
e ~0::1n serves as many purposes, it saves the girl from being
e rashsc » 1L provides the opportunity for the girl to forge a new
lfe alllnn? Ip with men, some with a prospect for marriage and
mally, it serves as economic purpose for young mothers who have
no means of supporting the children. Child dumping has been
ag:gra\./ajted by lack of comprehensive adoption practices in
Nigeria®
The question is, can these so-called parents of these abandon child, be said
to have conscience at all? One issue that is of great importance is that government
has to provide support for the abandoned newly born babies in the public places
and children in the hospital who had HIV from birth. The concern here thus is not

only on the future of these children but indeed that of the country.

SEXUAL ABUSE

The inappropriate sexual behaviour with a child includes fondling a

child’s genitals, intercourse, incest, rape, sodomy and sexual exploitation to be

considered child abus

care of a child or related to th

e. these acts are committed by a person responsible for the

¢ child. Omonubi observes that sexual abuse is

rather rampant she Wrote.

child are victims of incest and other

are victims of accident and unsgoken
2

Thousands of Nigerian girl

ild abuse they ; i
E(;r::fr g;;graped as child by one of the men in their family

12




Incest remaing
S a tabog in Niper:
Eeria as no cultural basi
support the practice, The sexug] al basis has been found to

e e i abuse of children in Nigeria, is mainly a domestic
S .
» 18 ot made to the public or being documented. The perpetrators

are people close to t Lo
e 1 hem. That ig to say, the people living in the same house with
. For exam :
ple, their uncles, master e.t.c. These issues had been swept under

lh’ ~ 1 i
e carpet for long and the parents of the violated or molested children, would

rather choos ; oo ;
¢ o seltle the issue as a family matter or affairs, this is due to the

psychological depression and stigma attached to such person involved by the
society.

But however, what the people involved do not know is, giving it publicity,
this would act as a deterrent to others who would want to engage in such a
nefarious acts better skill, such case could be reported to the appropriate
authorities for sanction. The ethical implication of these kinds of child abuse is,
emotional neglect, this refers to the deprivation i.e. lack of caring, loving and

sympathy toward people.
SOCTIAL CAUSATIVE FACTORS OF CHILD ABUSE

The important of this essay is to look at the social causative factor of child

abuse in Nigeria. Child abuse covers a wide range of both physical and emotional
abuse of children. We shall be using the conflict theory to examine these social
causative factors. The conflict theory is against child abuse and blamed the
oppression by rich over the poor people to have been one of the major causes of

these social problems.

: cei 11d abuse as a result of inequity and
Cm_lﬂia theonﬁf;;;?:;igllﬂat the society is structured such that
social structure. it more than the other according to marxian
one group bc;ne rich dominated the means and the control of
perspective, the i




production gver 2

abuse because cl'ltikl]:j: Poor. This can be seen in relation to child
the powerfyl, They frucl'tllhien this context are poor and exploited by
factor to the versig T see element of society as a contributing

the family, gover ty in human society for Example,

: nment, religj S
society foster and Jegi) teligion and other institutions of the

itimi ot
expense of Gt 30 gitimize privileges of some group at the

The contributi e
ontribution of social institution such as the family unemployment

overty, religi carly :
P ¥, religion and early marriage e t.c are caused mainly due to alternative of

society by rapid social economic and political changes. Various forms of child
abuse have been identified paniculérly, in the urban areas for example with the
globalization of the economy particularly the spread of G.S.M. The global
satellite mobile by foreign investor has brought about and increase in the use of
children working, in the service sector of the economy as street hawkers of some

of the product of various telecommunication outfit in Nigeria.

Moreso, the pressing nature of work and other cases of life cum, the
general poor economic situation of the country. Many parents find it difficult to
meet with the need of their child, as a result they are compelled to engage in one
form of labour or the other. The question to be asked at this juncture is, is it right
for a child to contribute to the sustenance of the family? If a child can, what kind

of income generating activities should children do? Anybody who is from the

Northern part of Nigeria is fully aware that street begging by children of school
e and early marriage is a culture, but the ulterior motive for this are due to

age ¢ e

tary gains or for religious reason. Many poor families regard young

either mone ;
purden thus see marriage as a necessary survival strategy for

girls as an economic s
: § rotection for their chi om the
i is that, marriage offers pro
the family. Reason IS 5
| assault and molest

n part of Nigeria is that, marriage is seen as a strategy 1o

ation. Moreso, another reason for an early
danger of sexua

marriage in the norther!
14




avoid girls becomin
) . & Pregnant before the marriageable age. S lerics mislead
people into belleving that, e

Street begging is one of the re

religions Islamic b quirements in one’s quest for

surrendet their chilg edge. Tt is to the end that many parents
Ten to nomadic Islamic teacher most of whom

arc not w i :
these YO‘SSH :l?'llsded in the Islamic religion to carry hundreds of
& children from place to place in the name of giving

them religious knowledge®!
T .3 1 .
his practice appeared to have been enhancing by the high level of
poverty in the society and government’s inability to provide the basic social

amenities and finding of the educational sector.

CONTAINMENT THEORY

This theory was developed by Reckless in 1950s and 1960s. it has two
reinforcing elements: an  inner control system and outer control system
According to containment theorist, “it explained that the reinforcement of both

external and internal controls lead to attitude like beating, neg,lf:0132 and the use of

abusive words which constitutes various forms of child abuse.

While the other containment or external regulators represents the

| buffers in the person’s immediate social world or

can hold him with bonds, they are condition

structura

environment that

; : 33
deprivation, conflict and discord.

associated with poverty,
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CHAPTER Twq
KANTIAN ETHICS

Immanuel Kant a G

frman Philosophe :
Philosophers of ] Pher, was one of the most important

time, h :
¢ made important contributions in epistemology,

metaphysic and ethj : :
phy ethics. His majer work in ethics are; Metaphysics of morals,

d .
Ground works of Metaphysics of morals, Critique of practical reason.

Kantianism is term commonly
Kant made a significant contr

at discovering a general moral
universal

Y used to describe his ethical view.
ibution to ethical theory. He arrived
; enet principle which would be absolutely
. in application and completely free from the accidental
particularities of time, place or human nature. Kant's attempts was
to ascertain the nature of morality and difference between a
virtuous and a nen virtuous man'

To look for a solution to this problem Kant demarcated or draw a line
between act done from a sense of duty and those that are products of mere
inclinations. We shall be discussing it within the ampit of good will and duty, and

categorical imperative.

2.1 GOODWILL AND ITS RESULT

According to Kant “nothing can possibly be conceived in the world, or

h can be called good without qualification, except a goodwill”

goodwill. Kant takes goodwill as

even out of it, whic ‘
s is that, the ultimate good is the

what this implic ‘
lity and the others like honour, health and generosity arc moral
a moral quality dwill as the highest According to Kant, action

st ; the goo
saifias. TE B o only actions that can be morally evaluated. To

. dwill are th
performed from a g0° ¢ in respect from the moral law says Kant. The good
is to ac :

e gOOdwm s the action and not the result that should

ut qualiﬁcation. It i

will is the good witho -




be taken into consideration, p, |
. He alg

right when it is done with evil m
adequacy to achieve some Propos 18 not good because of its

i) M ed end, it i ;
willing i.e.it is good of itself. > 1U1s good of itself only because of its

A true moral
act i .
sense of duty. Th > moral in Kane's sense is an action carried out from a
iy moral obligation js tq do what is right and acting out of respect

for the moral law. The mapg] significance of som

we can find out what the Person was foreed to

cone’s action seems to vanish if

actin a certain way by external law
o threal. To preserve one’s action is a duty that everyone has also an immediate
inclination to do so. Every individual should protect his life and actions since
cvery one’s life is in conformity with duty, but from the motive of duty that is, an
action should be done either from duty or [rom immediate inclination, but solely
from purposes of self interest. The problem with this is that our feelings come and
go. The demands of morality are constant. At times a moral person must do things
he does not really feel like doing, thus Kant insists that morality must be based on
rational principles and having said this, the question to be ask is what does a duty
and inclination mean?. “A duty is what a person ought to do or obliged to do

while inclination means a feeling or tendency that makes you want to do

o
something.

22 GOODWILL AND MOTIVE OF DUTY.
wyyhat is really important in life and make it worth living

ding to Kant,
- cting from a good will* in the Ground Work of

is not happiness or pleasure but a .
{ Morals, he begins b
1 but 2 good will. By
good, and second, tha

y saying that nothing is good without
the Metaphysics ©
qualification or Jimitatior
me or the highest

this he meant first that a good will

t it is good in itself that is,

is the supre
20




Kant says that it is {he rational wij|

o Kant claj :
the dutiful will, one that will for e claims that, in humans the good will is

sake of :
hand, is not wholly good, it ; uty, the will of humans, on the other

S no :
! determineq solely by reason and the moral law

Passion and appetites and these may always prompt
ty. An action is dutifu] only

but it is also affecteq by the
us to act against our dy,

if it has the idea of duty as its

sole motives, “K; ; :
Kant says that there are three kinds of action which are not done

from duty and therefore not from a good will and hence lack true moral worth.®

(1) Actions recognized (perceived, known) as contrary to duty...about these the
question does not even arise whether they could have been done for the sake

of duty is as much as they are directly opposed to it.
Action which in fact accord with duty, yet for which we have no immediate
bt
inclination, but performing them impelled us to do so by some other
inclination.
(3)  Actions which accord with dufy and the subject has in addition an

. 6
immediate inclination (to do them).

or Kant, the motive of duty is not a rational judgment, “Kant says that
I Kant,

Moreover, | :
i ? inst ‘probabilism’.” What concern
E ‘mpnscience’ is to warn us agains
one of the tasks of ‘conscien
t that inclinations may Jead t | |
as such not necessary opposed but alien to morality.
are

in a certain way by the pure idea of duty

o actions which are contrary to duty.
Kant is not jus
Inclinations and feelings

; av be led to act g
oo P LR re and in accordance with my inclination.

i asul
and still act g]ad]y ancl V\lﬂ] Ple




Acting from duty May not be 1q ¢
X

mere turgid ritual,

1.3 CATEGORICAL IMPERATIVFg
There are, according to Kani Basieall

e two ki : :
hypothetical imperative and a Categorical e S
i

‘ . imperative. The for :
practical necessity of g Possible action g5 a et

: . means to something else or o an end,
For example if you want to become a phi

losopher then you must and practice

hil . The e
philosophy. The moral law for him ig a calegorical imperatives. It applies to all

en as rati £ ing freewill, -
men ational beings Possessing freewill. The categorical imperative implores us

to perform an action without regards to the consequences or effects.

According to Kant we should build our action on the categorical
imperatives which Kant regards as the supreme moral principle. Kant’s criteria of
universalizing maxim captures some of our everyday moral intuition. Everything
in nature works in accordance with laws since reason is required in order to derive
actions [rom laws. “if reascn infallibly determines the will, then in the case of

. S 8 3
such being actions which are recognized to be objectively”. The conception of an

ve principle so far as this principle is necessitating for a will is called

objecti
imperative. Hence there is only a single categorical imperative which is act only
on tt vim which “you wish the maxim of your action to become a universal
n the ma> 3

F law i iversality therefore the person who acts
law’. The essential character of law 1 universality p
o he universality of his or her principle. Bach individual
to the 5 :
e could will to be a univ

s claim that only maxim of the actions that

from duty attends ersal law. The following

should act on maxim that h
ome the truth of hi
of the example he &
of our own happines

example bring B ave was from suicide, helping others,
Some

and [[‘léll

have moral worth. s. But we shall give only one

the honest shop keepets
22




example here. Kant citeq an exam
P

le With

in ti i a !

in time of distress. According (g p; ™an who intengs committing suicide
im

- : Such mg, "
of my action really become a Univerg 1 should asc himself can the maxim
a

11
aW of natyre? But this maxim is this:

From self love

ove T make ; inci
continuance threateng molrter:\?iljitrlmc{ple iy ei
an It premises pleasure, The onl
) Y

further question tg aqp : ;

become universal xzivk cl? ‘z:[all]tf;l:eerltth'ls P i
system of nature by whose la“-r 1hc§s then seen at once that a
function is to stimulate the fi ?/er'y some feeling whose
o " € furtherance of life should actually
lel-oy life would contradict itself ang consequently could not
SllelST as a system of nature hence his maxim cannot hold as a
universal law of nature and this therefore entirely opposed to the

supreme principle of all duty”,'°
The question is, can this principle of self love becomes a universal law?
For Kant, the maxim of this action is not universalizable thus suicide is to be

condemned because it involves inconsistency.

Kant gave a formulation of the categorical imperative thus “Act as to treat
humanity whether in thine own person or in that of any other, in every case as an

end with all, never as means only."" or simply put, “do to others as you would

have them do unto you.” This means that every individual has an inirinsic worth,

humanity with dignity. Kant explicitly claims that we should

that we should treat
d not merely as a means (o some end. The

treat ourselves with respect an :
hat we have moral dutie -

ity and warth of my own personhood and treat it
gni

ery individual. If there is a categorical

s to ourselves and not just others.
implication of this 1s U

That is, I should respect the di

g ndS € ‘
S : Jillg a Valuc that fIaﬂSCe Vi : J | i : .
1 i t form an cLive pnnclp eof th i
. i or Wlll, it mus l
1 erative for human : b : it
V hiCh is HECCSSHJ’II)’ al’ld En or eve one be
pﬁ n 01‘ t] 1at W ¥ d
X exi‘;ts as an & 1d in 1S If.
£ fse

principle is rational nature
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In the principle
person that is absol

are required 1o regard each persoy as mat

eting absolutely. i :
: in the
circumstances can a Person cease to matter ¥ sense that in no

Child abuse is dchumanizing in all it ways and by all standard. The

perpetrators of this Act use the theory postulated by Niccolo Machiavelli in his
book “The prince” which says that “the ends justify the means” meaning that any
means, ways used or employed to achieving one’s aim is justifiable once one
succeeds at the ends. This theory however, supports getting Rich Quick Syndrome
by any means. That is, even if human beings were to be sold like chicken and

cattle it is permitted provided the “ends” which is to get money is realized.

The poser is, are human beings articles (means) or an end in themselves?

This however, goes against the theory of Immanuel Kant’s categorical imperative
2 B8
which “requires us to treat human beings (including ourselves) as ends and never

hat is to say, all beings or individuals deserve respect be it
g b b

only as means at all' t
and a teenager even fet
ed is for every individual t
d love. If this is done or gi

us and infant. The only way respect

an adult, adolescent + o Hiingelf Sloh Mo

for PRISOH £all be achiev ven to individual there

: vz s an
treating humanity 11 kindnes

i ciety at large.
eace and tranqul € 50

Jity in thi
will be tolerance p




ife, whe i
hen there 1S no equality in (he

Y at large, Peaple tend 1

all means of immorg] acl angd o
cri

80 violent, indulge in
disobedient. Th

lity? The Oxford
status, advantage et ¢ 2 the fact of being equal in Heht,

moreso, equality ;
+ Cquality can pe referred 1o as & state of b

equal in quantity, size, value, opportunity e 1
LC.

There are certain pring; i
certain principles or rights that are equal 1o everybody for

example equality before the Jaw ity :
W, equality before god, equality to worship e.t.c.
These laws or principles ir sources i T
principles have thei Sources in the state constitution, convention,
charter and the natural law or rights. But, the fact is nature itseif does not endow
us or everybody equal and also the society. Having said this, equality for person is

guaranteed under the following sections in the 1999 constitution of the federal

republic of Nigeria. Section 33(1)

Every person has a right to life and no one shall be deprived
intentionally of his life, save in execution of the sentence of a court
' minal offence of which he has been found guilty

in respect of a cri
in Nigeria’.

¢ i ive of
The constitution states it clearly that, people of all ages irrespective

|aw thus have equal right 0 exist. This right is violated
aw

their age is equal before the

dren for money rituals, suicide and usistitiohle i et
ren for

by act of killing of chil

: d (c) states:
Seation 34 (a) (byand { ! f his person, and

Ev v espect for the dignity o
indi idual is E«ﬂliﬂcd to resp ct
ery 111

according-




o person shall b :
a) ﬁ( Person il hf Subjc‘cted 1o to
o rson shall bL held in sjqy e or Mhuman op 4
Crs 8 e . . ;
¢) Nop all be requireq Derfonicglr:lcci]e and cBrading reatmepts:
“4.0r compysq,
Ty laboyr?

The constitution here

Makes g to understap

ry indiyi o L]
e il " dual is entigleq ¢, tespect Gt
the law s against all formg of inhy his person. Thus,

since everyone is equal eve d that everybody is
1 e i qual and

man tiealmen{ by Cn as S[a\'e[r and
: ‘ man such
force . y* y Y !
d ﬂb g prives ]’IOEPESOO

the opportunity of exercising his freedom such a5 g1,
very,

| servitude, colonization
el.c.

Furthermore, section (35) (1) says, “every person shall be entitled to his

personal liberty and no person shall be deprived of such liberty”. The constitution
here guarantees the right to happiness, privacy and freedom to all and sundry. But
the question is, is it the case in Nigeria? Can the Nigerian child be said to have
freedom of their own? If they do have the rights of their own as it is being

provided for by the constitution, do they understand their right? Are they mature
to take decision that pertains to their life?

However, these rights can be violated by any action that constitutes an
A : ‘ives another person of the
obstacle to the happiness of another man or that deprives an p

her freedom The recognition of the inherent
he .

opportunity of exercising his or

lienable rights of all member of the human family

dignity and of the equal and ina
is the foundation of freedom, .
ghts of 1948, Artic

 free, at least!
Jaw or de

nd peace in the world. The Universal
e a

le (26) states that: “ev
n the elementary and fundamental

Justie eryone has right

Declaration of Human Ri
cree which prevent anybody

ticle (25) (ii) states that:

0 education. Education shall b

- n
Stages.” This rights is violated by @
quiring edue

aCﬁOﬂ!
ation. Morests arf

(especially children) from a¢
7ir




nti ;

ttled o Special care ang assistance. All
: edlock . \
is thus the duty of 8OVernmen; ¢, »shall enjoy the same social benefits” It

attention are gjvep 10 their e _ensure that specig] right and privileges or
Welfare wigy, all principles, the question one is forced to

ask is, why doeg hi 1 :
e S PEISISt or exist?, and why inequality? Child abuse

exist, as a result of i i
Nequality we fing around us and that i why the issue of child
abuse cannot be eradicated byt can
, €A

only be reduceq to the nearest minimum, The

Koran where map was put on a higher pedestal. This hastore e TR

gender inequality among the children of people. Naturally, some people and
countries are blessed or gifted over others. This explains why children are also
being abuse in the developed countries of the world. One major problem that is
responsible to this sethack is the development of human society. This led most
parents and families to began to take greater risks in an attempt to escape poverty
and improve standard of living. For this reason, equality between different

categories of people among various countries of the world cannot be attained,

While from the angle of the society, inequality is brought about due to social
inequality and structure, tradition or patriarchal system. It is a common facts that
parents that live under low economic standards or with a low income are unable to

aren :

i g d and quaiity education for their children so as to make them become
prOVl(]e (0]0] - ‘
ood in future It can also be COllCIleed that children who have parent with

- < d with hig
high standards of living an tandards of living have higher tendencies of being
ow standd

h income have low tendencies of being

abusive while those with I

iachal system is a kind of
- cocio-economic status. The patria v
abusive due to their so

P me individual over others.
n rights on so.
wed certal

s 0
System whereby tradition best
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illiteracy, particularly

would help in reducip

further,

follow:

(6)

of giving equal

" ostatus in the society, Also

O eradicate the high level of
an ildr
mong our children and parents, If this can be achieved, it

in i 0 i
€ In equality 10 bares minimum. More so special attention

B [T Wi i
least in the Society when shearing resources. Commenting

Kant gives six different formulations of the categorical imperative, are as

Act only on that maxim through which you can at the same time will that
it should become a universal law.

Again | am never to act otherwise than so that my maxim should become a
universal law.

Act as if the maxim of your action were to become your will a universal
law of nature. .

So act as to use humanity both in your own person a.nd in the person of
every other, always at the same t'imc as an end, never smplyka_s a me_a}ns. 1
So act that your will can regard itself at the same time as making universa

aw through its maxin. . e
lSdW t as %f you were always through your maxims a law making member
oactasify

) S of ends. ! : :
= um]\-g}lsabl k?fﬁjs?ing on some of those formulations according to, its
But, we shall be di

relevance to the issue at hand.

According to Kant
same time will that
if

principle Kant argued that 1

their parent of promis

im through which you can at the
“Act only ofl that maxim g - I
a universal law®. According to a rational

: ome .
it should bec kill children for rituals, tell lies to

everybody Were to
them in school whereas
29

they never see the four

ing to put




wall of school,

e = ife d
Sifuien ¢ ‘ "l mpossible no matter the

er, rationally “wil]

will be solf-defeating.

Kant’s “Act as if i
: e m; d W
: axim of yoyp action were to become through v ill
a universal law of natype? po - o Al
requires us to consider whether the maxims of our

action, universalized could be consistent with e

mpirical fact of the natural world

13, if what we have in mind tallies with the existing
law, natural right then, according,

in which we have (o act. That

lo Kant has a moral worth, But, if it does not
conform on the other hand, it is nothing other than a mere inclination,

Kant’s “so act as to humanity both in your own person and the person of
every other always at the time as an end. never simply as a means' otherwise

known as the moral law.

This means that every individual has an intrinsic worth, that we should treat

humanity with dignity and respect. This formulation of Kant requires us to
universalize our conception as a rational being and treat other human beings
cings. (the golden rule). If only we can abide by this

likewise as rational b ‘
‘ ¢ central in this formulation and Kant

: s, equality i

formulation of Kant. Thus, ; .

€ w e respective of an

’ ed to appreciate the dignity of every man 1resp Y

L § i pect owed to person does not depend upon our
“res

other consideration. These, e
having affection or any particular concert
aving affec | |
£ Kant “So act that your will can regard itself as
on of Kant =2

.12 ' e
i nt requires us
I law through its maxim ~ Ka q

In the fifth formulatl

ing universa
; rime as making
the same tim £ it were D

as 1
n our oWh 30

iversal law and at the same time can
i

in everything o




become a genera] |4y, He Points gy -
the law or principle of Morg] T

himself and otherg Withoy bej

law is, “do to other

1
ably lead 1o Very unequal distribution
l Is becayge Wwealth, powe

not equally

T and we]| being are
distributed in the sociat

Yy and thar jg one of th
Stealing ¢ t ¢,

people involve ip child Irafﬁcking,
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CHAPTER poyp

40 FOLICY RECOMpn Ao

This €ssay, hag Tried 1q Cvalyate the

fioveis could be Controfleq, G danger mvolved in chilg abuse and

d. i 5 :
abuse jg Considered 45 5 Crime against humanity

the following feeommendations shaj pe
adequately.

and sin to religion, o, this reagon

proffered to tackle the Problemg

maintains that “mora] development and the citizens of any natign are the pre-
requisites for the development of that nation', Although, knowledge of ethics is
not a sufficient guarantee for the moral correctness or rightness of the citizens of

any nation. But it has the potential of changing and re-defining perception in g

positive manner, This would help in shaping the general attitudes of people and

hence, affects their understanding of what social infrastructures are,
duct themselves, respect others and how best to utilize available facilities for
conduct thems )

the way to

thei benefit and that of the nations. Thus, there is need to re-articulate and re-
eir own ben . 3 o
ional values. Some of the way this can be done is by organizing
define our nationa 8.

ialized education should also be provided for parents, policy:
workshops and specializ [ authorities at all level of the community. School
onal a

makers, religious and traditi

such Vah]C§ nto
hers s ldb p p ’ to imnculcate

trators at d £acne: hou € pro el“ tlall]ed O IHIC)

t i

Id be incorporated into other disciplines

: ics shou ;
ein, ethics : : :
our children. In the same Ve, course or subject on its own and taught by
a
e or as

as biology, health scienc i




experienced Matureq teacherg

the leaders of tomorrgy, t

ey can be usefu) to themselves and to the nation ag well.

Moreover, parents who are not educated should try and acquire certain skills for

self-reliance. that, they may be able to take thejr children to school, pay their schoo]
fees and cater for other responsibilities,

The government “must take reasonable legislative and other mzeasures such

control of pornographic films and literature circulating in the country”. “Religioys

im i demn and punish same wherever
[ - | immorality but con
bodies must not pamper sexua ty

ad by le and discourage situationg
it i iced” They must lead by examp
and whenever it is noticed".

that perpetrate such vices.
body or an establishment that would be
ate 4

Government should cre :
F conduct be
responsible for this. The code of con

governmen lic elected office holders

: caria was created to serve the pub i :
federa] ernment of Nigerl lates their conducts though, this is a goo
or regi

aurea agencies which was set-up by the

i alE or civil servants,
and ¢ivil servants to check on-elected office holders

: ended to n
idea but it can as well be ext o




There is the neeq to brj
Tl 3 1
from the grassroor n"lg i FE the people, most especially the people
SSTO0ts,  Thj ,
his can b done by exploring possibilities for the

development of
Commuynit y
Mty media greater decentralization of The media would

bring communities and p,

edia Organizati
1on closer toget i
latter to relate 1o Togal gether, making it easier 1o the

3

Nigeria will be ameliorated and today’s cynics may find
sufficient ground to support the policy and thereby, provides the needed catalyst to

realize the set aims and objectives of the gavernment,

CONCLUSION

By and large, in this essay, attempts had been made to explain what child
abuse is, causes and how it can be eradicated. In the same vein, through Immanuel
Kant categorical imperative, this research was able to underline some of the basis
behind this scenario. Explicit and implicit reasons were dug out; arising from this,

moral effects of different dimension such as dehumanization, torture, untimely
3 s

death, psychological trauma among others featured out.

The a.O] P OgreSS will be diﬁlcu]t to achieve and sustai without a
I
: illitcracy and this must be followed by

. : rty and
; ive against pove A g
concerted dr g to empower citizens towards shouldering theig

measures specially designed .
s, There is need for seriou
where children of school a

s national re-orientation with the emphasis
e ge are begging on the street.
on the northern states

35




Special attention j5 be given tg e Worst off in the society when sharing
reducing inequality in the society,

Funhermore, our advice

resources this woyg help in

10 everyone ig that we shoulg always remember the
applying Kant’s Categorical j
we should treat humanily as «

principle of morality b, mperative which implies that

ends” ang not as zi"‘mcems” in whatever we do
whether as 5 person of a5 , grou

P of individuals being saddled with the

responsibilities of making policies that concerns ug of that have to do with the

children of Nigeria, thyg the moral Jaw demands this from each and every one of

us.
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