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AbstractThe
st_udy was an attetnpt to determine the assessment of tamer's forward

, extens10n service delivery in Shiroro Loca/ Government Area. 50 farmers were
. sampled in the study. A questionnaire was design for the study. The target group
were administer with questions. The specific objectives are to assess the socio-economic characteristic of farmers toward extension service delivery, toexamine the attitude of the farmers toward extension service delivery, toascertain the level of awareness of the farmers, to identify the problemmilitating against extension service delivery. ln the research study question wereformulatedand tested, the findingobtained from the study shows that extensionservice delivery is tnore adopted when extension agent participate in farming·activities. It was also observed that successful extension service need to takenotice of extension age/It because 66 % of the farmers complain of not havingregularvisit. And also th-at 64 % of the respondent do not produce trial plot forextension agent. The level of education of the respondent which 50 % hadtertiary certificate, as ll¡¡ainst 6 % who had primary certificate. It has beenrecommended that government should make provisio/:1 for extension agents allnecessary incentive to carryout their activities for successful delivery. And alsofarmer should have the zeaf to adapt to new techniqife offarming in order toimprove their standard ofproduction.
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CHAPTER ONE

Introduction

1.0 Background of the study

Agriculture has a process of all operation involve in cultivation of

land and all managelnent system in rearing of animals for the benefits of

man. Meanwhile extension is a process of Disseminating of information or a

way of educating or .issisting farming people C.J (2011?-
lwena (2006) ifüed that agricultural extension I? a term meaning the

application of scientific research and new knowledge to agricultural

practice through farmer education.

The origin of agricultural extension, it is not known where or when

the first Chinese offitials were creating agricultural policies documentary

practical knowledge and disseminating advice to farmer at least 2000 year

age the fourth generatimf is well established in same {Ountries while it has

only just begun in other places. And it seems likaly that participatory

approaches will continue to spread in the next ten yaar, it is impossible to

predict the long?term future of extension Azih, (2011 ).

In developing countries like (Nigeria) extension started as just

extension with the aim of disseminating informatioN to people who were

not privileged to taste the four wall of the classroom. Agricultural extension



In developing countries like (Nigeria) extension started as just
extension with the aim of disseminating information to people who were
not privileged to taste the four wall of the classroom. Agricultural extension
can be define as an advice and assistance given to the farmers and his

families through educational procedures on new farming method and

techniques in order to improve their production efficiency and income

bettering their level of living and up lifting the education and social

standard of the farmet. Obasi (2012).

Essential1y, agticu1tural extension service provides farmer the

scientific knowledge ?o that they could solve their problems, it is also the

primary means of change the reason for change the V,llue of the results you

can advice the process by which the arrived at ¡¡]so the uncertainty

inherent in this change it helps the farmer to learn aJ,out what alternative

that exist in fartning Sb that they can choose the a!terl)atives for themselves

Robert (2005).

It encourage the people to discuss the condition under which they

Jive, it also help to obtain a clear, insight to tl¡eir problems either

in di vid ually or collectively in order to achieve better standard of living.

However, agricultural extension as a strategy to agricultural

transformation is an attempt to bring together theories and practices of

rural development through extension service through agricultural

2



extension farmer are informed of many way of farming as well as new
techniques and econOmic possibilities that could, if adopted the useful to

them( R.G 2006), furtberrr1ore, advanced countries use extension service to
succeed in agricultural transformation have them same fact, that tend such
extension must have something to extend such technology or practices the
innovation offered must be technically or able to economically attractive
and acceptable the innovation must communicate to the farmer effectively.
If the farmer reject ctn innovation the chance are that one of the above

condition is lacking a!td not that the people are illiterate the introduction to

the farmer must be within the competence not only of the most progressive

farmer but untimely of the majority of the farming poAulation.

The developmeht of agricultural extension service in Nigeria has

closely followed, that of agriculture and rural developJllent thus, variability
and inconsistencies have been the majority hallmarks since the colonial era

to the present has been principally influenced by the interest and focus of

the government in power and /or by the Pfim,.¡¡y funding agencies

especially with respect to the externally funded · agricultural project

intervention the ineffective and inefficient parallel extension system of the

pre and immediate post-independence era remained! operation until the

establishment of the agricultural development project(ADP) supported by

the world bank(1975-1995) using the classical training and visit ( t/v).



Extension service however, midway into the implementation of the ADPs in
1991 a policy of a unified agricultural extension delivery through a single
extension agent to the ADPs to improve effectiveness and efficiency of the
extension service M.c! (2000).

Meanwhile, cettain basic principles under line the conduct of

extension worker i.e how the extension worker will gain the mind of this
rural farmers, these principle differ with respect to kind of community in

which extension education should be state where the people are extension

teaching must start at the learners level. Extension workers must gain

confidence of their alldience, people have unsatisfie? wants. An extension

worker cannot go far with people unless they want to help the situation,

therefore programme must start with felt need to the people proceed

others that are also n?eded by them.

1.1 Statement of Problelh.

Due to inadequate staffing of extension worJi¡er via the farming

population is one of the problems and it has hinderep the actualization of

the objective of the extension service.

However, the enactment of this extension service policies were

bedevilled with in adequate, irregular and untimely release of the

extension service in Nigeria as worse the transformation of agricultural

th· oblem still exist in extension service? If they still exist thensector, 1s pr

4



there are question to be answered on how and what the extension service
has developed our agticultural sector.

Meanwhile, could it be that these problem are still there because of

unfriendly policy environment, compounded by policy somersault and poor
to no incentive provided for the agricultural sector or could it be that the

management of the public agricultural extension service that is character
by a top-down supply dtiven extension system compounded by serious

structural organizatidll and management are corrupt.

As a result of all these the research question given below need to be

answered.

1. What are the socio-economic characteristic of tqe respondent?

2. What is the attitude of the respondent toward extension service

delivery?

3. What is the level of awareness of the respm1dent in extension service

delivery?

4. How does extension service identify the problem militating against

extension service delivery?

1.2 Objectives of the Study

The main objective of this topic is to assess the farmers toward

extension service delivery in the study area.



1.2.0 Specific Objectives

l. To examine the socio-economic characteristic of the respondent
2. To examine the attitude of the respondent toward extension.
3. To ascertain the lev?I of awareness off the respondent.
4. To identify the problem militating against extension service delivery.
S. To recommend possible solution to extension service delivery.
1.3 Scope of the Study

The assessment of extension service in agriculture is to bridge the

gap between researcht!rs and the farmer in the sense that it act as the rural

vacuum filler wfiere there extension service is the coptact and alternatives
that exist in farming, so that they can make best choices for themselves.

It also helps the farmer in solving problem of resources management,
for example it shows the farmer the advantage of and disadvantage of

shifting, Continuous cropping, crop rotation and bus!¡ burn. It creates idea

from the researchers to the farmers problems coul<t be solved, they also

assist the in modern agricultural production by lnelping the farmer make

good choice of land, labour and capital so as to meet the nation food needs

through the educational programme so to help the farmer to make decision

on how to produce or distribute their product at a reasonable price but

they are not engage in the actual implementatio11 of marketing and

distribution for the farmer and also provide decision in the area. It assist

6



government and foreign experts that help in feasibility studies to the
stakeholder involved In agrícult 1

. .ura production m the area and supervision

monitoring and evaluatin th ...
g e act1v1t1es of extension service in the area of

research study.

1.4 Significance of the Study

Extension servic ·

th d 1·e In e e 1very of agriculture there is a necessity to

address the problem of agriculture in the state with a particular reference

to Shiroro local government which will aim at the use of democratic

method in educating t:'1e farmer technology of agr(cult\]ral production.

Kuta is abundantly blessed with a good clirr¡atic condition and a

fertile land for agricultural activiti,es that are very much untapped, to

neglect this study this study have find out appropriate solution which will

amount one who live by the riverside and still complain oftaste of water so,

that emulate the adôption of innovation whicfl helps in studying and

solving the rural problems of extension servicEt delivery in agricultural

practises.

Meanwhile, extension service delivery in agriculture is base on

making good communication to the farmer that are involved in agricultural

activities that will enhance national development an the study of

assessment of farmer toward extension service delivery particularly

Sh. 1 1 rnment area this mood for stress research work is merit
1roro oca gove

7



able as a solution derived stress from like other researchers will be of great
impact to the standard of living of farmers.

1.5 Definitionof Term

Agriculture: Can be define as act of cultivation of land and keeping/rearing
of animal for man use.

Extension: It is a way of extending or additional part or period of time; it is

also a way of passing iflformation to the extent beyond the reach.

Delivery:It is the way and manner in which information is pass through
Extension agent: is an educator, and information provider, a needs

assessor, a problem sdlving source for farmers.

8



CHAPTERTWO
2.0 LiteratureRevil!w

Agriculture extensio
11

n genera y means the application of scientific
research and new knowledge to agricultural practise through farmer

education. The field of extension now encompasses a wider range of

communication and learning aca·v1·t1·es ·

d ,orgam:¡e 1or rural people by

educators from different discipline including agricult4re, marketing, health

and business Iwena, (2006). Robert L Heath (2005) defines agricultural
extension as a series of embedded communicative Intervention that are

meant among other gtials to develop and or induce innovation which help

to resolve farmer problematic situation. Auta, S.] (20()4). Define extension

service as the essence of facilitating inter play anel nurture synergies within

a total information sysrem involving agricultural research, agricultural

education and a vast complex of information pravidi11g business. Dafwang

(2006), sited that agritulfural extension service Is to assist farmer to help

them identify their production problems which become aware to the

opportunities for improvement and also it i? organised exchange of

information and the deliberate transfer of skills. Adegboye (2004). Define

extension service as a system or a service wbich assists farm people

through educational procedure in improving farming method and

h . . •

sing production efficiency and income for betteringtee mque m mcrea

9



their standard of livin d ¡·r .
.g an

I ting social educational standard. Kolawale
(2009). Define agricultural t .

.ex ens1on service as a system of out of school
education for rural people to teach people so as to increase their
knowledge toward makirtg better use of new idea and technique in farming.
Vientiane (2006) define extension service as the process of enabling
change in an individual communities and industries involved in the

primary industry sector and in natural resource management.

Obiuaku (2000) deílne agricultural extensicin service as a strategy for

agricultural transforrtlation through which the farmer can learn the reason

for change, the result that can be achieved and the process of the change

and also, Obiora C.J (2001) define agriculture extension service as an

organisation set up by government , commercial organization or group

individual to disseminate information to local farmer i.e agricultural

extension is an information type of education given til farmers so that they

can improve their method of production and marking. Adeleye(2002)

define extension service as the process through the farmer can learn the

reason for changing the value of new ideas on farming.

2.1 Development t>f Extension in Niger State.

. •

¡ d elopment of the agricultural i,xtension services inThe h1stonca ev

.

1 ¡ f llowed that of agriculture aqd development; thusNiger state has e ose Y 0

.
• t 1·es have been the major hallmark since thevariability and mconsis enc

10



colonial era to the pre e t d h b . .s n an as een prmctpally influenced by the
interest and focus of the government in power and or by the primary
funding agencies especially with respect to the externally funded
agricultural project Intervention. However, the ineffective and inefficient
parallel extension system of the pre and immediate post independence era,
remained operational llntil the establishment of the agricultural
development project (ADPs) supported by the World Bank (1975-1995)
using the classical training and visit (T and V) extension system. Midway
into the implementaUon of the farmer for the improve effectiveness and

efficiency of the extension service. Meanwhile, because of the historical

development of the extension system or service the crop sector remain

dominate even till th? present, but notably however, the policy failed to

effectively address irtstitutional arrangement, coordjnation collaboration

leadership and funding fot Niger state public agricultural extension service

which still remains the dominant service for the majority of Niger state

small-scale farmers. Neither did the system clearly ¡¡ddress the roles and

responsibilities of the various stakeholders in agricutturalextension until

the enactment of the 2007 National agricultural policy by the Dr,mau'za

Aliyu Babagida administration.

The 2007 agricultural policy was perhaps tha first to address the

·

f bl' · Jtural extension service in Niger state with particularissues o pu 1c agr1cu

11



reference to the roles and responsibilities of the various tiers of
government and the private. The new policy thrust was premised on the
fact that 'self

sufficiency in food production (as propounded by the 1999
policy) was too limit?d ih scope. The policy objectives must be transcend
self-sufficiency to CO\ler food security, agricultural policy assigned roles and
responsibilities to the different tiers of government and private sector.
Although agricultural extension service is on the concurrent list of the
constitution, the federal government to-date has always taken the

responsibility for a Itlajot portion of the funding policy formulation and

direction and whiles the state and local government agricultural

development project (ADPs), are the primary agencies responsible for

public extension delivrryat the grassroots nationwide. The quality of staff

and the resources of the local government authorities are much that their

participation in agricultural extension delivery has onlY been very minimal,

unlike the provision.

However, according to Adegboye the benefits of extension service

d l. re to be realized through a re-organized extension ande 1very we

•

It ral extension system that integrate which operaterevitalized agricu u

t ·ning and farm visit and ensure two-wayextension workers rai

e mers and research
,

an effective farm inputcommunication between ,ar

.

h te through a network of farmer servicedistribution system whic opera

12
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centres(FSC) to ensure th t
1

.ª supp ymg the needed farm inputs are reliable
and are in close proxirn·ty t th .

1 o e1r farm produce exacuation as well as cost
effective farm input di trlb .

.

s utrnn. A rigorous monitoring and management
syStem that provides heeded management system or information to ensure
that error in one project are not perpetuated there, or in another extension
service delivery, it is a joint responsibility for both st,lkeholders in project
formulation and especially implementation and arrangement which has

grassroots agricultural ptogramme primarily as a state responsibility.

Arokoyo, Madukwe (2009).

2.2 Roles ofExteniion Service Delivery

The extension service delivery bridges the gap between the

researchers and the farmers in the sense that it act as the rural vacuum

filter where the extension agents are the contact man and alternative that

exist in farming so that they can make best choice for themselves and only

places of meeting the farmer farm. Akisami (2000) s?ys, extension service

delivery helps farmet in solving problem of resource management.

However extension wótker also takes new ideas from the researcher to the

farmer to solve or problems are also bringing farmers to the notice of the

researcher. The role of extension service delivery also concern with the

t: d h. 1 d wi'th his family and home, their health, nutrition,armer an 1s an

•

1

•

f ? mily income child care, problem arising povertyeducat10n p annmg o ,a •

13



between farmer and the g · •
•overnment adm1mstratrnn for agriculture. He alsoformulate and organize fa h. h

.rmer w 1c assist to create healthy and improvedrural farmers community, he implement and pilot activities on appropriatelocal technology and also collection and analysis of relevant information
C.J(2013)

2.4 Method of Disseminating New Techniques to Farmer
Method as there is no 'best' extension method nor a 'one size fits all' a

mix of both traditional (ptint assorted extension publication and electronic,

radio, Tv and traditional ICTs) and modern tools method (mobile phone

and internet) will be employed to meet the various need of the method can

be subdivided into (3) three classes.

1. Individualmethod

2. Group method

3_ Mass media method

2.4.0 Individual method

d home visit aimed at direct contact betweenThis includes fatm an '

agents. The purpose j5 to give advice orfarmers and the extension

ft and home problem in order to succeed.assistance on a wide range O arm

f I
. teer leader or administers to arrangeh !stance o vo unIt may require t e ass

.

1 u·on with org;mizii,tion, and important
1 Pubhc re ameeting so as deve op

. .

f d. seminatipg ideas ali!d mformatJon. .

¡ ethod o isindividuals .E.g individua m

15



includes; home of farmer, office or farm, telephone call, result
demonstratioM and correspondence. However, it gives and obtains
information that will b f 1

e use u to farmers and researcher, and also more
attention is given to tihe individual farmers than any other method.
Meanwhile, it is hinder by f .1me consuming method and also the extension
agent and not reaches out to many farmers.

2·4·1 Group Method/ Agriculture Show

The group method involves the working together with groups of

farmers under the sllpervision of the extensio!'I workers, group method

include; symposia, lectures, debates, group discussion, excursion, field trips

and ·agriculture show. Agriculture show is usualiy organized by the

government and comJ)anles to demonstrate or exhibit farm produce from

improved agricultural practice, agriculture show provides forum for

interaction between and within farmers and l)lailtlfacturers. It is also

effective in stimulating farmers interest to adopt new farm or techniques or

improved practices, it also provides avenue for sale of agricultural produce.

H th d Side of agricultural show is that enable extensionowever, e goo

h t t many farmers at a time, it ;ilso save energy andworkers to reac ou o ,

, .
· 'de of it is some members of the group may easilytime while the negative s1

discourage other.

16



2.4.2 Mass Media

Mass media involve the d. .
.

.isseminat1on of information through specialmedia of communicatio11 to the farmer. The method is used to create
awareness and intetest inn t .he new ideas and technique among the
majority of the farmers ln

.1
. at 1er words, this method enables many people

to know about the rte
1

.w nnovat1on mass media include the use of radio,
television, newspaper, films show, pamphlet, banner, handbills and
handout. Mass media is subdivided into (2) two types which are; electronic
media and print media. lwena (2006)

2.4.2.0 The use OfIC'rs in extension service

In agricultural extension service JCT usage is spreading rapidly and

changing the way of doing business across all sector of the economy

including agriculture the world over. It is actually tha new form of literacy

and very soon any person who is not able to COl)?idered an illiterate,

stakeholder therefore get set for the mainstreaming of ICT in agriculture

like in all shares of !i'le will lead to higher operation¡¡! efficiencies because

it will enhance faster, cheaper and sustainable communication-the

hallmark of a good extension system a critical succes? factor for the much

d
· •

¡ l
tension service delivery because of its everes1red agncu tura ex

·
. .

· !tura] extension is changing from the narrow
increasing importance agncu

I transfer to the loroader concept of
concept of farming techno ogy

17



knowledge transfer or who! .

e enterprise, covering not only technology but

entrepreneurship, climate and environment.

Agricultural extension service has a long history in Niger state and
has passed different phases evolution. !CT has been adopted at varying
levels-through vans spreading audio/video message, radio and television
broadcasts and more recently web and mobile telephone based platforms.

Traditionally extension delivery as largely been seen as a social service

initiated and funded by government, development partners or community

service unit of large bl!si11esses basically for technology transfer to farmers,

although there are potkets of commercially motivated efforts through some

forms of farmer service to support specific manufacturing supply chain or

sale of input stand-alone commercial extension service are almost no

existed. The use of !CT in agriculture has generally íollowed this not for

profit pattern, and attempts to commercialize. JCT ii;¡ agriculture have not

been encourage or at best treated with nonchalance. Somf public sector

and development partner advocates of the not for profit approach have

d h t erclal extension and ICT services exploits 'poor farmer'
argue t a comm

h.1 d t of such commercial service argue that the publicw I e a voca es

I t Partner managers of not for profit extension and !CT
sector/deve opmen

. b t· and grant seekers main)y fw their own survival
pro¡ects are su ven 10n

. . d th ro¡·ect administration ?over to get comfortable
always h1dmg un er e P

18



packages at the expense of th e same farmers, To appreciate the importance
of a sustainable JCT,.,, ti,.. ª orm we need to understand the knowledge of the
value chain co

lncept et us consider knowledge as tested and certified
information th t lª · can J(! used for scientiíic or evidence based decision

making information beco¡
1

1 dnes mow e ge only after it has passed through a

validation mill consisting of a number. Madukwe, Micheal (2008).

2.4.2.1 Radio and Television

The introduction of the state wide world bank-funded agricultural

development projects (1 g86-l 990) marked a watershed in the use of JCT in

extension delivery ill Niger state with the exter11al support all the ADPs

were able to establish well-equipped, development support communication

unit which had printing, video, and Tv / radío recording facílítíes. Most of

the state established vídeo/ Tv viewing centre as well as provide free

airtime for the radio and Tv farm broadcast for the ADPs the ADPs also

took advantage of the free air waves of the radio and Tv station in their

states. The outfit of the ADPs reached their highest development under the

t. 1

· !tura! technology support project w?jch was the second/na 10na agricu

last phase. (1991-1996) of the World Bank assistance to the ADPs, virtually

Produce and aired radio and Tv agricultural programs.all of them

. k compounded with the withdrawal of the World Bank
Broadcasting nenvor
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value chain co ¡ncept et us consider knowledge as tested and certified
information th t bª can S used for scientific or evidence based decision

making information be tn
¡

1
co es mow edge only after it has passed through a

validation mill consisting of a number. Madukwe, Micheal (2008).

2.4.2.1 Radio and Television

The introduction of the state wide world bank-funded agricultural

development projects (1 g86-l 990) marked a wa?rshed in the use of JCT in

extension delivery ill Niger state with the exterrial support all the ADPs

were able to establish well-equipped, development support communication

unit which had printing, video, and Tv / radio recording facilities. Most of

the state established video/ Tv viewing centre as well as provide free

airtime for the radio and Tv farm broadcast for the ADPs the ADPs also

took advantage of the free air waves of the radio al\d Tv station in their

states. The outfit of the ADPs reached their highest development under the

•

1

· ]tura! technology support project which was the second/nattona agncu

last phase. (1991-1996) of the World Bank assistance to the ADPs, virtually

Produce and aired radio and Tv agricultural programs.all of them

. k compounded with the withdrawal of the World Bank
Broadcasting networ

19



support, the frequency of both th e ADPs radio and Tv program which helpin show and demonstr t' .ª mg agricultural activities.
It helps in fatm

broadcasting programs with English and other
language to enhance exten .

.swn service delivery to the farmers. It as
facilitate agricultural actVf

1

.

1 1 Ies w uch support extension service delivery in
Niger state.

2.5 Adoption of hlnovationBy The Target Group
Agricultural research organisation normally brings news innovation

to the farmer througl1 extension agents. The adoption of innovation or new

ideas and techniques in agriculture is not always autpmatic depending on

several factors; the ràte of adoption of a particular ir¡novation varies with

individuals. However, these factors affect the affect tl¡e rate of adoption of

innovation. The level of education, the more educ¡¡ted a· farmer is, the

higher time for an illiterate farmer to accept new Jdeas in farming the

·

d f h " r most farmers that develop positive attitude towardsatt1tu e o t e ,arme

. . ]·kely to succeed than those that do not respondnew mnovatwn are more 1

.

1 t t and also play a vital .role which experienceat all. The farmer financia 5 ª us

ever willing to a<;cept and experiment
has shown that wealthy farmers are

oor or peasant farmers.
on new farming technique than very p

f demonstration plot is very important
Meanwhile, result 0

t the acceptance i¥Jd adoption of
d ne will promo e

particularly if it is a goo 0
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the innovation but when th e result is not good one farmer will abandon thewhole idea concernirtg the .

.

mnovatton. Ad t· f
.

. .op ton ° mnovatton 1s categories
of farmer based adoption and in .

.novatton agncultural research organization
of extension officers USllally categories farmer according to the rate of
adoption of new inrt rova ton, these categories include; innovators, early
adopters, late adoptets and never adopters.

Innovator

Innovators are fartner who introduces changes or new ideas, of

farming into new area; sl!ch ideas may reach the innovator through the

extension agent, mass media or they might have seen it done in another

place. The proportion of such people are usually very $11all, they may suffer

some losses due to inexperience or' error during the cause of doing their

work as a result of these reason they require encouragement. Azih (2001)

Early Adopters

These group of adopters are second group that come in immediately

. th percentage of early adopter? may be high or low,after the mnovator, e

t
·

¡ w (say 10% or below) It shows that the new
however if the percen age 15 0

d d also the new idea has to be practised
idea was not uniformly accepte '

an

le and an easy one. ;\uta, S.) (2010)
by some of the farmers was ª samp
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Later Adopters

The late adopters are the third group of farmers that can accept new
ideas and techniques i? most cases the number or percentage of late
adopters is usually very high, reasons for high number of Iate adopters is

because, they may be illiterate farmers and poor communication system
also account for high numbers of late adopters, and also cultural and

traditional belief system do slow down the adoption of new ideas, if the

result of the new technique is not significantly better than the existing

method the people drag their feet. Ojo B(2012)

Never Adopters
The never ado¡Jters is the last group of far1J1er that will never accept

nor adopt the new irtnovation. This group of far¡ners no matter how best

·11 try to convince there will never change theirthe extension agents WI

.

erty and conservatism are the majormind, high level of llltteracy pov

nwillingness to adopt new innovation. Iwenareasons for these farmers u

(2012).
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CHAPTER THREE
Research Methodology

Descriptionof the Study Area

Shiroro local government area was formerly the then Chanchaga
Local Government wher It h d .e ea quarter was m Kuta, Shiroro then got her

3.0

3.1

autonomy of Government f F drom ·e eral Government in 1976, Kuta is the
central town of Shiroro local government, it is located north-east from the

capital city Minna, Sltiroro local government has the total population of

235,665 census, (2006) and the majority of whom ara speaking Gbagyi and

which most of them are Muslim in religion. However the dominant

occupation of the peo)1le is farming and other handcr¡¡ft. Thk!s there is civil

servant, Shiroro local government has suitable veget¡¡tion for agricultural

with a climate condition that is favourable for cereaj crop and other fruit

crops. For example rice. Yam, sugarcane, guinea corn, majze, millet and

f ·t stJch as mango guava cashew and others. Kuta incowpea nu crops , •

Sh. ¡ I ent is dominantly known for large production yam in1roro oca governm

Niger state.

3.1 Sampling Procedure Sample Size

d extension service delivery, a

Assessment of farmers towar

t Area in Niger State. However to
case study· of Shiroro Local Governmen
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actualized this research work to obtain d
. . .

ata for the research the towns are
d1v1ded mto five groups A 8

'
' C, D and E. Thus:

.

Selected
y,i1iJli:1a:::g?e:---:G-:---r-o-up_/_u_n_i_tKuta

A
Gwada 8

Zumba:;------..!::c'--
Erena;-------?0?--
Gunu

E

Each of the village fa rmers were been selected randomly which will

response to interviewand questionnaire.

3.2 Sampling procedure

This study adopt sampling random sampling technique where five

village were purposely selected because of this predominance nature of

famers in this areas farmers were randomly selected from each village

using sampling frame which will be established through the assistance of

the village head.

The number of respondent sampled from each village depend on their

• • •

h rtion to the total. 50 respondent were sampled
relative size m t e propo ..

?

Group Pop_l!lation_

?--?A??----- 15

5

Selected
Kuta

Gwada B 10

Zumba e
5

Erena D 15

_c;unu
E ?o
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3.3 Methodof Data Collation
The data use for this study Were obtained from primary andsecondary sources l)rimary data were collected h ht roug interviewschedule.

The secondary data Were from publish information such as text books,bulleting, news papers, magazine, formal conference papers.
The informatioh solicited for this study ware. The socio economic

characteristics of farmer, the attitude of the respondept, level of awareness
and problem militating.
3.4 Method of Datif Analysis

for data analysis !!UCh as mean, mode,
Only descriptive statistic is use

frequency.
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4.0 Result and Discussion

CHAPTER FOUR

In this chapter it is con cerned With the presentation of analysis andinterpretation of the data collection.

4.1.0 Socio-economic character· t·IS IC of respondents
These include age sex t

.

.
•

, ma ena! status, occupation, and the level of
education.

4.1.1 Age of the Respondents

Age is the lengtfi of an existence of a person extending from birth to

death. (Merriam, 2006) it is the time of the life at which some particularly

quality, arises or rest. The commonest system of agriculture in Nigeria is

subsistence farming, in which the quality of labor dependent on age.

Table 1: Age of the Respondents

Age (yrs) Frequency Percentage (%)

7 14
16-20

19 38
21-25

10 20
26-30

14 28

30andabove,?------ssmoi?
Total

-
Source: field work 2014

.

.

·ty of_ farmers in Sh1roro LGA
k Shows that ma¡on

Th'
.

h wor .

1s researc
21_25 years which

age group of between

were young and within the

- 100

Were between productive
.

. that they
re 8º' This 1mphes

.presents 3 1?-

f tension serVIces.
Ove the delivery o ex

.
•

h uldimprProductive age wh1c co
26



4,1.2 Sex of the respondents
In any subsistence agr· 1tcu ture p .

ractice, the number of male andfemale is a very important fact hor t at determined the si24 production.
-

Sex

Male?--?-----? Percentage (%)Female 39
78?-

-?---------.'.:.11?--------?22Total
50?----------=-:::__ _:100

Source field survey, 2014
Table 2. Shows that 78% of the respondents were !Jlale with 39 persons
and 11 persons were female which represent 22%. This however, implies
the male folks were fitlly ih engage in farming than th? female folks.

4.1.3 Marital status t>fthe respondents

The marital status of the farmer has a vital role in agricultural

production.

Table 3: Marital Status of the Respondent?.

_status
Single
Merited

---Frequency
30
20

-
?_Total

Source: Field Work 2014·
60o/¡ were single as

ntage of the farmer o

eater perceTable 5 shows gr
men were more

.

d It shows that yo1.1ng
against 40% who were marne .

Youth are active in
tudy area.

.
· the s

involved in extension serVIce in

50

Percentage(%)
60
40

100

arried men.
extension service than m
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Table 4: Occupauo
?----º-º_r_theRespondentsOccupation

Tradingg::-----...!F?r?e:5q?u!_!:e?nrcy:r___ __:===¿;;i;:ri=Civil servant 7 Percentage(%)
·

Non of the above 14 14
29 28Total

?;;;;=====-?---------?58?-õurce: field wor 2 14 50
100

Table 4 shows 14% wer .

e Into trading h. 5w ite 8% the respondents,ere only into farming. This implies th f .at amers without any occupation
,m participant fully ih extension service delivery.
,1.5 Level of education of the respondents

The education qualification of the farmer affects there capacity and

·oduct the level of education ensures the quality of skills knowledge,

1derstanding and ettitude towards adopting new insulation and

chnology.

Table 6· Educatfonaf Level of the ResponcJents.?.

Frequency Percentage (%)Education
6--

3
Primary certificate

4422
Secondary certificate

50
25

Tertiary certificate
100-- 50

Total
-----
Jtce: field work 2014
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..
':?
:i
I

;,d tertiary mtificate. As aga;nst 6% Who had onJy P'1nm,y '"''""''4.2.1 Attitude of the
respondenttoward extension serviceAttitude is the different approach in which the farmers react whentechnique is revealed to them. It implies that the gap between the

new

h ·nstitute and the farmer toward accepting extension service.

researc 1

Table 7: Attitude of the Respondent.

_

Statement
- -

--

?-:--II ---;i
-

.

n a ents in your v1 ag .

-

1 Do you have extens10 g
.

n agents?

•

.

t of the extens102. Do you feel the
unpe_c the technique extension3. Do you see changes m

agents bring to you?
have regular visit of4. As a farmer do you

extension agents?
adapt to extensionS. As a farmer for you

service early?
trial plot for. roduce6. Do your village P

ts7
. in

the exte11sion agen ·

d for incentivedeman7. Do extension agents
your village?

----

Table 5 shows that farrnerinvolvein ext .

.ens1on service
delivery 50%

?
014Source: field work 2

Yes

33(66%)
37 (74 %)

3p (72%)

17 (34%)

24 (48%)

18 (36%)

9 (18%)

50

No
17 (34%)
13(26%)

14 (28%)

33 (66%)

26 (52%)

32 (64%)

41 (82%)

100

. service. extenswn
rs engage m

f the [arme

egularly. Alsohat 66% o

"sit them r
Table 7, shows t

nt dn not'"
ent Th;,t extension age

t for 11xtension agdelivery complain tha
'd trial pio

not provi e64% of the farmer do
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implies that extension service deliveries were not
effectively delivered, thisstand to effect agricultural production.

4.3.1 Level of Awareness of the Respondent
Awareness is the level at which extension service passes information

or dissemination of information. The awareness plays a vital role in
disseminating of new ideas of farming using the local languages of the
farmer for effective usage.

Table 8: Level of Awareness of the Respondent.

Frequency Percentage(%)Awareness

70Yes 35

2412No

6Undecided 3

10050Total

r

-{

k 2014
.

Source: field wor

l O service as agamst7oo/c are aware of extens o
h ws that o

.

The table s O

.

This implies that extens10n
of extension service.

ot aware24% who are n

of farming .
. ation technique

1
d"issemmagents are proper Y

•

n. f Informat10
f Disseminatmg o

.
. the area receive

4.3.2 Ways o

•on services m
ften extens1

Shows how oThe table
?<
•·
i' information.
I'
??
ii)
•
I 30



Table9·Wa. y of Informingth R

Means (ways) ? espondents.

Frequency _

Tv
an,?d¡--r;:.-:a:-::d,;-¡0---:st:---t-.

-? Percentage(%)
a ton

_!,'
19

Newspaper

Hand bills

38

Personal contatt

Cell phone calls

poster and banner

Undecided

Total

Source: field survey,2014.

20 40

11

so

22

100

Table 9 revealed that 40% of the farmers in the study area have

information through personnel contact, while 38% have information

through Tv and radió station. This implies the respondents would respond

quickly to extension services. Since the agent cqme? to them face to face

and also participant in farming activities.

4.4.1 Problems of Extension Services

Problems are the constraints faced by extension service. It enables

h
.

. h oblems of extension service encounter. These

t e famer to 1dent1ty t e pr

h from involving in the delivery of extension

problems discourage t em

. ff t the production
of activities.

service. This will however e ec
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=

Table 10: Constraint ofExte .

ns1on Services:
Problems

FreguencInadequate staff Y

Inadequate funding
Unstable goverrtment Policies
Farmersignorahce

9

10
12
19

Total
Source: field work, 21114

50

Percentage(%)
18
20
24
38

100

Table 10 shows that 38% and 24% of the respondents says that

famer's ignorance and unstable government potices are the major

problems; while 20% and 18% says the inadequate fu11ding and staffing are

the extension services delive1y problems.
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CHAPTERFIVE
Summary· Con

1

.

' e us1on and R ecommendation
Summaty of the M .

a1or Finding
The research work w .as earned out to interpret the activities of

extension service in Shiroro 1
1 Goca overnment Area of Niger state.

The spedfic ob¡· t' fec ive O the study is to determine the socio-

5.0

5.1

economic characteristic of the farming population, to assess the attitude of

farmers towards extension services, to indentify the level of awareness of

the farmers, on extellsion services and also to ;¡scertain the problems of

extension service deli\>'ery in the study area. The rese;¡rch has four research

question stated. The first question, what are the socio-economic

characteristics of the farmers, the second, what are the attitude of the

<
d ¡ se?"ce the third what is thB level of awareness of

,amers towar extens on • .. ,

th .
• vi·ce the fourth, how do !tXtension identify the

e farmers m extens1tm ser ,

. t nsion service delivery,
problems militating agamst ex e

h FIFTY (50) respondents was chosen. A

A random sample of t e

d
" data collection data were analyzed using

questionnaire was use ,or

. centage table.
frequency distributton, per

. .

. h t farmer inv()!ve smgle with about
d 'dent1fy t ª

The result of the stu Y 1

•

d ts were within the productive
Respon en

60% a sample in the studY area.
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age limit 21-25 years. This .

.

might implies that .

¡nvolved in agricultutal .
.

.

increase of production
act1v1t1es is hi hg . It also revealed that 78% of the

respondents were male wh· h .Ic Wtll have hi h .

g production than the women
folks.

It also revealed that about 580 .

Yo were Into farming alone without any
other source of income.

Further work, it reve I d tl ba e 1at a out 50% had tertiary certification.

All farmer in the study area says that, the extension agent do not visit them

regularly. Aboctt 66% and also 64% do not provide trial plot for the

extension agent to carty out agricultural activities. Th(! problems militating

against extension ser\rices were 38% and 24% of the respondents say

farmer's ignorance atld unstable government policies the problems of

extension services.

f h espondents are aware of extension service as
However, 70% ó t e r ·

the means of

i
f.

t and it revealed that tltrough
against 24% that are no ,

o1. through Tv and radio
personnel contact. While 38 ,?

h S the relationship between the

percentage table s ow

t and research tnstitutes.
tension agen s

(respondents) and the ex

stations. The

farmers
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5.2 Conclusion

1. Based on the finding of th'1s study,
extension service delivery .

_in Sh1roro

positively in agriculttira] "rod .r uct1on.

2.

3.

4.

5.

i.

6.

Most of the réspot'ldents wer .

h'e wit m the productive age of 21-25

year.

Most of the resi:>ondent involve were singles.

Most of the respondent were predominately far¡ners.

Extension service were most especially facad with problems of

unstable goverttment polices and also farmers ignorance towards

adopting new technique of farming.

Extension service delivery to be effectively bee11 disseminate through

personnel contact for effective usage.

5.3 Recommendation

l.

Assessment of farmers toward

Local Government has yielded

h e to accept and learn from the extension
Famers should have t e urg

agents.

2.

3.

4.

uld adopt a sense of belonging among the
Extension agents sho

.
.

f new innovat10n ha bnngs.
f f effective usage o

armers or
. Id employ more staff to enhance the

their side shou
Government on

. nution of res?arch.
vice and the ms l

activities of the ser
d ate policss that will suit the

Id provide
a equ

Government shou
f the co1'}straint of extension

t r since it is one o

agricultural sec 0

service delivery,
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S. More awareness should be created by regular visit of the farmer totriage the gap between the institute of research and the farmers.

7
i

I
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APPENDIX I

Questionnaire

Agricultural science,

Department,

Niger state college of,

Education,

Minna, Niger State.

Dear respondent,

The rese?ilrchers are final year student of about named

institution currently researching on assessrnent of farmer toward

extension services delivery. Case sh1dy of Shi roro )Locijl Government area.

We therefore, solicit for your response to the under listed question

your response will be solely for agricultural purpQse apd nothing more.

Thanks

Yours faithfully

Usman Umar Nakuta

)aja Japhet

MargetYemi John

Habiba Abdulwahad

Hassana. D. Ndako

Sikirat Shittu

Jkpi Linda Hassana

JummlaComfort Zaki
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Appendix ii

Section A

1.

2.

3.

4.

s.

Age (a) 16-20 (b) 21-25 (c) 26-30 (d) 30 and above.

Sex M/F

Marital status. {a) Married (b) single

Occupation (a) trade (b) civil servant (c) non of the above

Level of education (a) primary certificate (b) secondary certificate (c)

tertiary certificate.

Section B
Yes No

Mark either yes or Ito in the box

1. Do you have extension agent in your village?

2. Do you fell the impact of the extension agent?

3. Do you see chartges in the technique of farming

an extension agent bring to you?

4. As farmer do you have regular visit of extension agent?

s. As a famer do you adopt to extension agent early?

6. Do your village provide trial for the extension agent?

7, Do extension agent demand for incentive in your village?

39

11



Section e

l
'
1,

I

As farmer are you aware of the extension services in your locality? YES/NO.
If yes through which means. (a) Tv and radio station. (b) newspapers (c)
handbills (d) personal contact (e) cell phone for poster and banners.

Section D

As a farmer which of this problems militate against extension service

in your locality? (a) inadequate staff (b) inadequate funding (e) unstable

policies of government ( d) famer ignorance toward new ideas.
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