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ABSTRACT

This i T : ;
s study investigated the reasons for poor performance in oral English amongst form

six (8>S 111 e : i ? <
six (5>8 I11) students with 4 View (o finding the degree (o which these reasons do affect their

performance.

The ly was Syl 1 i ; . :
study was conducted i Minna, Niger State with students of Day Secondary School,

inna in Minne : : 2 . ; :
Minn Minna Local Government Area, and the student of Day Secondary Scholl Maitumbi,

Minna, also in Minna Local Government Area, Eighty (80) students were used in the sampling.

Methods used in analysing the data were by quc;lionnaire, observation and interview, Form the
result obtained from the experimental group and controlled group the research found that type of
error listed eontributed (o poor performance in oral English among 8.8 111 students.

During the investigation the responses proved that many reasons were responsible for 8.8
Il studemts performance in oral English. Finally, the study will show that there is a need to
improve performance of students in oral English, to cnable them become pood speakers of

English, and make them see oral English as enjoyable activity now and in the future.
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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION

As a stude 5 SE i : 1 S
nt of Ll]g'lSh ]ﬂl]gllﬂgﬂ | come Lo realise that Elig“ h is one of the major
languages used in moslt par Tic 1S § I b} ini Self2C
guag L part of’ Afri a. Itis so Wl(lCS| read in ils 1Sage that it has become essential
in everyda life i "l cO ries i 1 i i it i € 0l ¢
yday I many untries lﬂCILId]Ilg nger]a. it 1s the Iill'lgl.lftg i ‘mnmunicaliOiL the

language of administratj ¢
guag administration, of the law, the national press and commerce and most importantly

the language of interactions.

Indeed, without English there could present be little education above elementary level.

English is needed for communication at both the national and international levels. So if the

speaker is to understand and be understood. he must keep within generally accepted norms of
language from the point of view of prosecution and grammatical usage unless we bear this in
mind when teaching English in schools and colleges, we may defeat the very purpose for which
English is taught as a means of communication.

As a student of English Janguage performances of students in English language. Not even
me but, even some teachers of English feel the same as confirmed by the head of English
Department in Day Secondary School Minna in the course of discussion I had with him.

But, much of what has to be said applies to English language in sccondary sc.hou]:;.
However, it applies particularly to the teaching and learning of oral English. The focus would be
on the socio-cultural unfavorable effect on the desire out come of the 8.8 11l oral as a subject in

-

the Day Secondary Scheol Minna, Maitunbin, Old Airport Minna and Ahmadu Bahago all in

Minna Niger State.




The subsequent establishment of oral English standard to get a clue on oral English

fadqd The study will explore the questions of the different varieties of secondary schools

English imeHigibly, acceptance, trow and variants,

T IR | ey e e el ok ;
a S€ assessment of variables, which operate in students poor performanece in

ral English, e J
oral English. Most students unconsciously rely on their mother tongue (M.T) models for the

i = - o s
teachers, they find it difficult to teach, partly because they are not sure weather their own

speeches reflect the pronunciation norms of standard English which they are supposed to be
teaching the education who an to have some superiorily in the language fail to offer solution over
the obvious problems in oyr secondary schools. Similarly, we have the policy maker, linguistics,
the researchers e.t.c. Who find themselves in the environment where all these problems persist
yet fail to proffer solutions and also refuse to play the major roles they are supposed to play.
1.1~ STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
For quite sometime now, the issue of poor performance in oral English has been my
major greatest concern since many students in the secondary schools cannot be said to be fluent

in speaking English language. As a student of English 1 am often disappointed by this, that is

why I picked on thus topic. REASONS FOR POOR PERFORMANCE IN ORAL ENGLISH

BY S8.5 Il STUDENTS.

12 THE NEED FOR SUCH A STUDY

When we talk of "Oral English" it simply means correct English pronunciation, written

and spoken English are obviously very different skills. Writing consist of marks on paper which

make no noise and taken by the eye, while, speech is organised sound listening by ear. Do marks
L3N C

on paper help anyone to make their Bnglish sound better? The answer to this is that it cannot by

itself.




La ; ‘
f1guage starts through heaving by cur that's when a baby starts to talk he does thus by

hearing the sou i o imi
aring nds his mother makes and imitates her, This gifl of imitation, which gives us the

gift of speech, last for

a aye e { P 5
a number of years, It iy well known that a child of ten years old or less

than ten years can learn any |

anguage very well if he is brought up surrounded by speakers of

that language, no matter

whe he wie o . H b i
here he was bory o who his parents were, However, after this age the

ability to imitate. Per Tonias
y ate. Perfectly dismisses we 4| know (0o well that’s an adult has mueh differently in

mastering the pr 1ot ; :
g Pronounciation of another Inn;_,u.luyc. Bt in some cases some people are more

talented then s in that vie s ; .
X others in that view, they find speaking others languages as simple skills while other

eople who are : . i iy S
peop @ are not talented find it difficul( 1, comprehend another language but one question is

is, why sho is wiff AT s : . )
this, why should this gift that we all have as children digappear in later life? Why cant grown up
people pick up the characterises sound at forcign languages such as (ENGLISH) as a child ean

do?
The answer to this question is that becsuse our native language causes some

intemperance. By the time we are grown up. The

s of our own languages are so strong that

they are very difficult to be broke

i we hare fanly small number of sound

tions to form the words and sentences we

units which we put together in many

use every day.

bits. The purpose of this research is to

Unfortunately, it is meve

1 even. if they have no great talent for

make S.8 lII students improve on H

ish speakers but, at least to get as close to

language, The target is not {o speak |

¥

i

ems that lead 10 poor pronunciation and

| itas possible the research will aliso identil

x Gion shall improve oral English competence,

find ways of soiving the probients.
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similarities, : i ; i
products of our post pumary schools will perform better in their examination. And

for future usage,

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY (Aims)

Relative to t}
e ulter ne ; lon :
neglect of the area of pronunciation in our various secondary schools

today: recent investigation i : ;

ay Yestigation in oy various school today proves that 8.8 I students always
erform very low in oral Englic P .
P Y 1 oral English. And this i attribute (o their failure in English language it is the

effect that the researcher wants to find out the reasons behind the poor performance and proffer a
number of solutions to (he cases of these problems. Such attempt will provide some clues for
ensuring thal subject materials and teaching techniques are relevant to goals that are specific and
clear to the participants and cognisant of the operative variable in the teaching,
14  HYPOTHESES

These are some basic assumptions drawn from the literature review for this study of poor
performance in oral English amongst .S 111 students is because:-
. Students unconsciously rely on their mother tongue (M. T) model.

1. Unqualified teachers is on of this factors that contributes to the poor performance by

students to oral English.

1il. Poor expression contributes to our poor performance in oral English?
iv. The poor method of teaching oral English also contributes.
¥. The educationists failure to offer in our secondary schools. =

Vi, Teachers find it difficult to teach the student according lo the syllabus.
vii The status of English as a second language without adequate early training contributes to
- d » =y

the poor performance of students in oral English in secondary schools.
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1.7 DEFINATION OQF TERMS

Definition ne
o ‘ : : :
d to be made before the main explanation of things in details thus giving

the definition of terms ag follows.
a.  PERFORMANCE

This term accordi 0 chon T'he
ding to ¢ ' iti i i i
2 h 1sky's de Inition in the essentjal of grammatical l|'l€0['y. "Th

use of competenc roduce 4 s " ;
p ¢ 10 produce a massage” The behaviour govemed by the rules but not only it is

matter of chanc i ticular mas :
-3 hance which particular massage s sent also in ultrances that do oceur may be in a

pretty, poar shape, affected by "MEMORY" limitations, distributions shifls of attention and

interest and errors:-
Bi. ORAL ENGLISH

This simply means petfect English pronuhciation. It is always an organised sound, taken
in by the ear. In this case it does not simply entails complete over howling of the world standard
but ensuring that greater pronounce will be given o pronunciation because. Oral English is
neglected in the teaching of English language most English language teachers find it difficult to
teach oral English because of their own speeches reflect the pronunciation norms of standard
English in the case of (Received pronunciation) which they are supposed to be teaching with the
altitude, students and teachers alike therefore, they tend Lo ignore the oral English section of the
course book. So in this case oral English courses should be made obligated to student of

secondary schools with the order as a course and it should be separated from the general English

language in order to correct a long standing in balance in English course favour of literary

studies.
Bii  Anott asure is the production by the universities and college of education of highly
nother measur

r sel: Becaus low or lack of
qualified teachers of oral English for the secondary schools lev el: Because, the




ualification in English by te. ) ;

q £l1sh by teachers of English should be rightly considered by many educationist

to be a national super periovily,

Biii  Finally, the ideajlv « o
deally standard grg| English for examination purpose should be

internationally be of Weg S e Ol el
: t Aftica English. This is pog a suggesting the survival of only oral

znglish but of the Enplish |- .
Eng nglish language students as a where in the S.8 schools curricalum However,
it should be more of indjvi L gt
dividual Practice in other words pronunciation proficiency is not just a by
rotect of more i ion. T -t o INE S
pro iduction. The QVERT manifestion is of course, performance productively

And receptively. Mere explanation wil] be given on "Oral English as its analysis in our overall
context is the crux of this work.
1.8 SCOPE

Since there are many reasons responsible for poor performance in Oral English in senior
secondary schools. This study was limited to the major reasons responsible for the poor
performance amongst form six (8.5 HI) students in Day Secondary School Minna, Day
Secondary School Maitumbi Minna, Ahmadu Babago Senior Secondary School Minna and
Government Girls Secondary School, Old Airport Minna, all in Minna Local Government Area.
1.9 LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This study is not without it's limilation thése includes the fact that both financial and time

constraints make it impossible for the rescarcher to involve all the schools in Minna Local

Government Area for the sampling of the study.




CHAPTER TWoO
THE REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

This review i« :
= lSdES]Jl 9 by cees
gned to explore varigyg relevant articles with the intent to locate what
project findings in differant places fooc. :
1t places have established as (he lactors clfecting the 'J'caching/lcarning

of oral English amonjp senior e
& Semior secondary schools (8.8 1) and their suggested remedies on the

issue.

Accordingly 1o Henry of I*Junlington (1951) in A HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH
S URY OF THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE, It is hecessary to assume tl

al the literally educated man should know smething of

the structure of his language. In addition to this; It is not enly the structure of a language that is

supposed to be known but, also the phonological aspect of a language in the sense that a man
cannot be assumed to be educateq unless he is seen through his speech competence.

Therefore, one of the major problems of learning spoken English is that users do not
seem to agree on what should be the standard English (SE). Fortunately for the learners, all the
different accents of English have a great deal in common. Il a good speaker of English language

speaks; No matter the type of accents he/she has it must be comprehended by the listener. These
general factors which we find in practically all varieties is what is referred (o as the "Common
core",

As learners of English, students are supposed to have model pronunciation, which they

have to constantly refer to. This is going Lo be taught by the teacher. According to J.O Abolade

hers have recognised that intelligible

ctal (1971) in oral English for West Africa. Most teac

$poken English is not "Caught but has to be "Taught”.

; : : Eiieli ducated
Our model which is received pronunciation (R.P) is that type of English used by educ

e Sy e that have university
atives ip Southern English. It is commonly heard m Oxford, from those tha




education. t jg
well known ang been used by the British Broadcasting Corporation (B.B.C),

Iso, it is kn i i
A Nown that R p i not a particular djaject of only one region

1 An Introduction to the pronunciation of English, It is

the accepted socjal standard of Pronunciat

According o AC Gimson (1989)

lon. Ii's particular virue is that, it is the easjest o

understand by the widest cirele of speakers of English

Before, oral Enpl; i
s nglish di
g was involved in the secondary schools curriculum. the curriculum

lanners had some aimg : o |
pla atms at the back of thejy mind which wil] help the student in and outside the

school if' being taught in the school. Those aims were as follgws.

[ Fo enable the students to be easily understood when they speaks. That is to say their
ability to communicae effectively with other people.
5) T'o make the students (o understand with ease the type of English spoken by education

native speakers and other education users of English language.

In this case. in other to make an effective communication, the students should be able to:-

a Dislinguish between significant Iinéﬂjsh sounds and produce them in appropriate
situation.

b. Understand the values of stress and innovation in English and use the appropriate ones
themselves.

. To speak in natural manner that does not irritate or bore their listeners.

A.C Gimson (1989) also added that. "The prime medium of English language is speech”
With these, a leaner is not expected to deal with English in its writlen form only for there is no

i Bl 9 iation. Such
estape from fhe acquisition of af Jeast the rudicnentary elements of English pronunciation

i [ time | be devoted to
uclusion implies that in any course of English a realistic amount of time shoulc
a
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Oral English lessons gre not well taken care of by the teachers. This problem is
compounded by Students whe have second language problem, which is as result
of interferene., Y the various first languiage. Anather prablem is method -of
teaching Engjis, language Particularly, oral English by some teachers thek
method is not goog Snough for an effective learning, This is because most of our
English teachers g, not have good methog of teaching most especially, in the
tion of worgs in their correct pronunciation.
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CHAPTER THREE

PROJECT METHODOLOGY

11 THE pop ULATION SAMPLE

In ll]iS I’e?C'll‘Cl"l four 4 1
=Ed > Iou 3 51 1 o) d e
I ( ) scl ools mn Mmm nlllJ]iC“ alily are selecte for the Sll.ldy The

schools were selecieq because ey have more

Population than other schools in the local

governmeut area.

-

The researcher decjde ; i
her decided (g choose this schools because, they enjoy equal benefits with

" er secondary sc 5 SR ol
other s ary schools. Such a8, provision of malerials implementation of syllabus and

supervision and availability of qualified teaching staff. The seleclion also, takes care of the

socio-cultural and socio-economic background of the students.

The schools in the population sampling includes. Day Secondary School Minna D.S.S
Maitumbi Minna, G.S.S Minna, and G.G.S.S Old airport Also in Minna Local Government area.
Thus the random sampling:-

12 TABLE

SHOWING NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN THE SECONDARY SCHOOLS UNDER

STUDY
Names of School Under Experiment Number of Students T
20 :
G.8. S Minna
\ 20
D S.S Minna
20
D.§ 3. Minna === 0
P e ieenont e 20
U.G.S S0l Airport Minna J,,//




P 13 METHOD op pur, COLLECTION

This Project Smployed three (3) major

. : techniques in the data students out of which 75
Questionnaires were Telurned 4 gy of 73 j
is

, - : ot answered. Bejow is the table showing the
" jistribution of the queslionnaires

N_O of Quest.
Distributeqd

No OiT)ucsl.
Returped

No of Quest.
Returned

Responded

No of Quest
not Returned

Day Sec. School.
Minna

Day Sec. School
Maitumbi Minng
Govt. Sec School
Minna

Govt. girl Sec 014
Airport Minna

. 14 OBSERVATION

The researcher used this tecl

inique because of its directness, for the researcher does not

ieed Lo ask questions on the respondent "behaviour” and actions but will only watch and see for
himself. And draw his own conclusions.
The reason why the researcher used observation techniques is because it helps the

generation of the first hand data. This first hand data brings out the observed phernemen on as

| ey are in their natural settings.

F 1 tionshi
urtl observ tio will de land less active Cpf)]’l for the fact that the relal p
Ut 1ermore, crva

. aintained in observational studies. This
between 5 person and his/her environment is often best maintained in

od caj e 5e ) cl su Jementar data that may interpret
1 Ima CE: ca € US C Y pr
b S€ p]a s 1t n beu d td colle PP y
many

i g d of
iz -d as the primary metho
U qualify finding obtained by other methods and also might be used a
) ing o

Gata o ; -
“collection in descriptive studies.
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i o A _ 2 T | )
alternative responses Provided by e Interview. This interview is always mare scientific than the

| pthers.
D UNSTRUCTURAL lNTERVIEW

It is another methog of interview which is flexible in (his case the respondents are
encouraged to express theijr I‘eeiing freely and the order of the questions could be attend at their
P vill to suit the responden; This is also possible to exceed initial questions following un-
anticipated clues. In this fescarch the rescarcher intends to use the unstructured interview to

enable him have unrestricieq aceess (o varielies of data
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CHAPTER FOUR
A e
NALYs1s AND I’RESENTATION OF RESE

RCH RESULT
RESULT Oor INTERV[E

W CONDUCTE]
The research Posed some questions 1o (he

participants in order to arouse their interest

ing them the assage e
Passage to reaqd. Only forty-five (45%) percent of them could express

lemselves in answeriny i : :
d £ the questions, The resy]t shows that majotity of the students lacked the
flair for English language,

Participants wer, : e
I ere also asked (o reaq 4 passage, bul only forly percent (40%) of the total

pumber of the students under this study could read (he Passage correctly. They were also asked

questions on their extra morg] activities, equally they were asked wither they had been use to

doing many domestics chore before and after school hours. Sevenly percent (70%) of them
answered on the positive, especially the girls among the participants,

The students were also asked by the researcher the lype of aclivities they do occupy
themselves with at home. Their response hinted on the fact some do engage themselves in
domestic work like taking care of their younger ones, cooking, laundering work, others said they
do engage themselves with hawking and other activities.

The researcher also asked the participant who can express himself in English how others

b ’ " 3 078 o ¢ was that they do admire and
do feel about them while interesting? Five percent (5%) respons

en li inter: ith them.
feel like speaking like him. Other responses were that they do nol even like to interact with

st o A refore, an evidence that
Because of their non-chalant attitude over spoken English (S.E). It is therefo

i / rer ¢ speak. Consequently,
teir fe dents do scorn or atimes make jest of them whenever they sp
OW students do s

s postyre discourage, them.




; : Wheither English |
ommunicatj i ]
e - ;UOH N ang Outside ;0 classroom their: answers were gy the negatjve They
plained tly, e
- LI : - o cared aboy the importancc of English language in their lives
n this Tegard, jf jq their 1oy ianguagcs they use for communic

‘ ation, however h i
eXIEME Case whep they spe e

ak with (e,

fellow students whq do not underst
language employeq. Even then ¢

and the local

L h fron {hejy local languages into pidgin
English. This is boung affect thej, Performance i, oral Englisf
al English,

The students were also aske :
also asked wheithey there wag any penalty for student found speaking

macular withi c A S
vernacula n the schog| Premises. Theiy TESPONSes were oy the negative, This is e o

e [CE 0 o g 7
mnety percent (90%) of the Student grammatically handicapped_ This is also another reason for

theit poor performance in o4 English.

Furthermore, the researcher asked (he student on whether they had specific time for the
leaming of oral English, Their answers were on the negative, However, they complained that
much time is not allowed for it on the time table.

They were also asked if they had available texthooks on oral English. It was explained
et they had not seen one of such books in their schools. They only confined that the only
available material for oral English is English reader, where some oral English drills are reated.

The rescarcher was also made to know some literary clubs. They were only known for

b f involve themselves in
their existence not for the required impacl on thebcurrmslum T'hey do not involve t

¢ ilerary activities do
Ny inter schy ol debate quiz and drama He was made to known that these li ¥
4 0 ate, ;

4 ey I b:."ond Minna [OWI]Shjp, o
o invite experts in gl
A ! i l]]l)l']il]b(l I.I]ﬂi the SCI'IUOI does/mot invile CX]
"ot that tl e students co i [ sh
| Y I’ﬂlll}’
| (&3 i the do depend S01€!
| : e i - tl ii-,pcspunses were also that
1 I oe, ‘\,J} €N g Sk by the reseal cher th




4 on tl eir 8 > .
. il S0ns in ther OldS, the mpact
cl 616} les I 0 W 1 of resource

students. personnel had not been felt by the

In fact ;
. the Tesearcher agked the partici o
0 : ; pants if at all they do involves themselves in the
neWsPAPEIS reading, |igiepn
1in ‘adi
£ 1o radio Programmes and waltching of (elevision may be the
educallve programme and
4 e : i,
Ctwork news: Ihirty percent (30%) response were on the positive
while seventy percept (709%) re
o) responded negatively. Thus the essential aspect of current affairs

that develops language flajrg js ot maximally exploiled

In c’ld[l]’ti()n it i 1 ]\] \ C valch CICVIS
> S hol a k Q act 1 & yan
La ki v fac ll'lili I'Gil(llllg newspaper, v alel iﬂg of televisior and

listening to radio progry i
& programme wi|| greatly enhance the speech proficiency of these students in

most of ther e ;
fact, iem that responded negatively come from the homes that do not have access to all

these media.

Most of the students have shown that eighty percent (80%) of them come from illiterates
homes. Therefore, they do not have ample opportunity to communicate in English language
especially in their homes. That everybody around them communicate in the native language
(NL). This affects their language competence while twenty percent (20%) come from literates

hiomes it is mostly of these group that were able o express themselves [reely in English

language.

o

The student were asked if they had laboratory where speech work is practiced Ninety

Five percent (95%) of then were composed because they had not heard of a language laboratory

i d that fri ir literate parents.
in the school, While five percent (5%) that had some idea heard that from their literate pa
{udents non-participation in speech do

. 3 1 the s
The absence of language laboratory the school and

fect them greatly.




!he re: 'cher t
Searge (o)
| er fr m hisg question {Ul]lld out t}

at only forty five percent (459
resomMmended tex thyoq g this shown (hg ] L
a

1,

ajorj 10 e
f i i ° l l Jority of the Sludenls had not E,nglish textbook. Thi
search ana Y8ls 1as g 10Wn that ]H(‘,k Or tex d d
e t lbOOk'i a y
£ mong lllCSCS students could r i
reall Impede

fheir acatemic progregy especially in field of English |
‘ anguage,
42 ANALYSIS ANp PRESE L
RESENTA1T 10N OoF THEIR OBSERVATION RESULTS
The researcher # |
cher obseryed that only very few students uged Englis}
s ish as

et a medium of
communication in their clasges

and on the play; :
¢ playing ground. Most of them communicate in their

anguage competence. Another gbsepyariarn. :
languag other observation g that even some teachers do communicate with the

students in their MT especially in tinyes on errand

The researcher ¢ erve c
her also observed that the school does not have well equipped library and

language laboratory. The importance of these cannot be over emphasized in the educational

development of the students, The availability of language laboratory will enhance the

performance of students and teachers alike in their oral English proficiency.
Also an observation was made that oral English syllabus was not available in the school.
The recent findings have shown that the absence of syllabus on oral English had made majority

of the students failed Senior Secondary School Certificate Examination (S.S.C.E.) especially

English language.
Another observation is that the school does not sec it deem necessary 1o tnvite experts in

» 2 : tance of th
Bglih language in otder to enlighten students on the subject. In fact, the importance of the

: N il o e over emphasized.
esource personnel in English cannot be over emphd

2 ai ' = i aching the
I haS ﬂISO b b ed [ha[ a]tcrnaiin is not 'l]WdyS paic (0] oral Eng]lsh €ac g2
een observ t |
e Qd d lation
d 1uch tl i c jods she ved that most teacher use trans
4 {h() whi 1 tE'IChCl' use dLll'ing Enghsh P Il hov |
d

20
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yocabulary developmem this oral competence and the students

Also, in my Observagigy :
1L was gl reve

als that the stude H i
IO R at the students had vague ideas about

diﬁ“ercnlialc bctwcen

. ! SOung
sounds in a language whicly

I'or phonemes, These are abstract set of
allow yg (4 differeny;

h ate meaning in the actual sound we say and
ear.

In this regard, 4
s there gpe
Ie many Consonants that are problematic 1o the students eg In

Hausa group seventeen participant oy of tw ici
venty participants were pronouncing consonants (F)
P) for instance in course of
as (P} for Instance in course of . ing "Fany"
Pronouncing "fFangy they pronounced it as "Panta", Similarly to
: Yoruba group eightee " them i
ihie 4 Eroup cighteen of them glsq misplaced the consonant (Z) as (S) which is in the

course of pronouncing of "Zagia

they pronounced it as “Saria". Like wise, in the group of the

Ibgo's Sixteen participants out of twenty participants confused (L) for (1) this could be in term of

ronouncing "Rice" they said "Lice".
p Lice .

The researcher finally observed the students difficulties in sapra-segmentals which
ivelved the use of stress, rhylhm and intonation for instance forty (40%) student out of eight
(80) participants were unable to get a clear system of stressed and unstressed syllable. In word.

a4 sar svsle s¢ stress while fifieen (15) were havin
Twenty-five (25) do not have a clear system on sentence stress while fi (15) g

problem with the emphatic stress.

Similarly, the student also found it difficult in intonation pattern for the fact that English
ilarly,

jati -ovided by : 1. the importance of
Would sound monotonous with out the variation provided by the rhythm, porta
1 chi f English language. For instance, the
Monation should ot be over emphasized in the teaching of English languag
L ey
is referr : 1) and the rising
oy is referred to as tune (
tudents found it difficult to use the falling tone, which is rele

21




tune that is referred to as tune (I} This made them unable to make use of the right intonation for

a particular word, It resulted into the problem of lack of pitch of rhythm,

More so, the researcher also observed that the general attainment of the candidates of the

school in 8.5.C.E is very poor. This is obvious in the English language result as shown below.

And also the summary of the analysis of the data presented in the chapter.

TABLE

43 SUMMARY OF $.8.C.E RESULT FOR ELEVEN YEARS

No of | No with m Pass
Students | Distinction | Credit
383 - 1 356 |

Failure | Absentees | With held

313 2 295

3




CHAPTER FIVE

PROBLEMS
s RECOMMENDATION, SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

This study has 1}
1€ pu 3 e ¢
Purpose of enumerating those factors that could be responsible for the

i poor performance in oral Enel: 3
English among .8 111 students. The problems have been identified in

chapter four based on the |
he i |
€ resulls obtained from {he observation and interview conducted. The

reSearChEI 's iIﬂ.EﬂliOH I e | 0 8} il vhich will be followed b)
el [ isc
1S t dlSLUSS these I roblems wi i il o 3

recommendation, summary and conclusion

5.1 IDENTIFIED FACTORS
(1)  Lack of qualified teachers,

2) The non-availability of the recommendation syllabus and the problem of syllabus

implementation in the schools.

(3) Poor teaching method of oral English.

(4) Imparting errors by teachers on students.

(5) Teachers avoidance of oral English aspect of English language in their teaching.

(6) Teachers not attaching much imporlance to spoken English as a medium of

communication.
(7)  The speech problem among the students.
.(8)  The students poor foundation of English language.

9 Frequent transfer of teaching staff.

(10) Lack of proficiency in usage of English language among students.

(11) Graduates from other fields of education using teaching as a stepping stone.




GENERAFL DISCUSSION ON THE PROBLEMS

LACK oF U e -
ALIFIED TEACHERS: The low education attainment of large number

ol secondary sel
100! teacher % e
! teachers means that English is introduced to students by those

teachers who a1,
0 are least . ;
sk chpable o i Many a times teachers do not have sufficient

command of the | for i
anguage for effective teaching. They greatly depend on the textbooks

and pay little attention to oral English.

THE
E AVAILABILITY OF RECOMMENDED SYLLABUS AND THE PROBLEM

OF SYLLABUS IMPLEMENTATION IN THE

SCHOOL: In the school observed.

they d S E a0 5 )
¥ o nat have a recommended syllabus by the federal ministry of education for clear-

cut guidelines. The 1y 5 : )
guidelines. The problem of non-availability and non-implementation of the

recommended syllabus is a clear signal (o students poor performance in oral English.

POOR TEACHING METHOD OF ORAL ENGLISH: Most teachers a times find it

difficult to teach, partly because they are not sure wheither their own speeches reflect the
pronunciation norms of standard English (S.I) which they are supposed to be teaching.
This makes them adopt wrong teaching method in this case misleading the students.

IMPARING ERROS BY TEACHERS TO STUDENTS: The researcher's observation

soon revealed that most teachers are incompetent in the profession due Lo poor training,
With such weakness they become poor performers in the language and can be hardly
expected to be capable of impairing required knowledge to the students.

F ORAL ENGLISH ASPECTS OF ENGLISH

TEACHERS AVOIDAMCE O

Chis is er observali he researcher
TR TEACHING: This is another observation by t
LANGUAGE IN THEIR TEA
hicl led that most teachers do avoid the teaching of oral English aspect of English
which reveale 2

(hat involves practical activities for the

art from the ideal situation

language. They dep
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(11)
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1L,

observed (ha Slol i«
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2 o SOMRTULL L SN senimne

in English, Thig js always due (o oy Ceachiing mustivod o e Gamits
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classroom where students

e severi (T

e e ol
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teaching. The problem is compoundet when me
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FiePping stone coniributes adversely to low quality of teaching and learning English
language,

53 SUGGETION

The importance of teaching oral English cannot be over emphasised. That is why the
researcher decided 1o Pick it as an area of study. There is the need to turn qut our students as
£ood speakers of English language, They should be capable of speaking proficiently, understand
and be undersiood, They should also be able (o adhere (o (he generally accepted norms of
English from the point of view of pronunciation and grammatical usage,

The study has shown that many factors ‘are responsible to students poor performance in
oral English from the light of the above. However, many slrategies on the part of every one
concerned are very hecessary for the realization of (his objective for this the following
suggestion are made:-

Jiz There should be more periods for English lessons on the school time - table, A minimum
of two periods of oral English lessons per week is hereby suggested.

2. School library and language laboratories should be made available in all secondary

schools. These fountains of knowledge will enable students have assess to more books

and knowledge. They should be adequately equipped with relevant facilities which will

inturn improve their speaking abilities.

3 Oral English should be taught as a separate subject in the curriculum.
i i increasi cir salary so that they will
teachers by increasing their sa
4 Government should motivate |
discharge their duties effectively.
3 1 hoals board should make it a sort of compulsion that spoken English be
. The secondary schoo E

S @ achers.
he orde. i ] ide :lassroom by students a1 €
r o de and out s de the ¢ e and
2 f'the da}' bOl]l mn 8l 18,

27
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5.4

Teachers shoyld motivate thejr student when they are Irying in terms, of spoken English
by ehcouraging them with correct prounciation,

There Sho”!d be provision of oral English (exthooks for the students usage by the
Governmen.

The school ﬂ[*thurily should make iy compulsory for every student to be bonafied and
Active participant of at least one ol the literary clubs in ihe schoo]. Especiaily the debate
and drama club.

The teachers should spell gyt penalties for and siudeng found speaking any vernacular
within the school premises. Excepl English language,

The schaol authority should cultjvate the wadition of inviting experts in English language
at least six (6) times in a term in order lo refresh the students memories on the importance
of English language, world over.,

Curriculum planners, teachers, students and (he school authorities should put into
consideration the different reasons mentioned which affect general performance in oral
English by the students. Finally, if some or all the suggestions made in this project are
implemented, such problem shall be reduced to the barest minimum.

RECOMMEMDATION

This project recommended that we must proceed in stages [rom simple (o complex. This

is for the fact that students cannot be expected to learn at once all that obtains in oral English.
for the fact the .

Until the suggestion made above are putting into practices

55

" .5 in oral English.
dgainst the general performances in oral Eng

SUMMARY

ow the rcasons or factors that militates

Tl i unity o sh
he researcher has used this Oppmlumty
The research was meant to gel the clue on oral

28
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iy applies particular the teachi
learning of or oral English, 1y o, I ly to eaching and
5 ers

almost g])

the factors (hat are re i
e sponsible for the poor
performance of ora English among §.g [y

Students,
56 CONCLUSION

This researc vl

B s {reated some of (he problems affecting the students performance
in oral Engli o
in oral English and has proffered some solutions 1o {he problems. This research work will help
105 Liovsminent leachers, curticulum planners, students ang parents to identify the reasons for
poor performance in oral English and (o make use of the recommended solutions listed in the

work in order to improve students performances in oral English.
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Name of Student: e
ame of Schog]; e e
Class of Student: - S s i

e e e

——— -.._._..____.._..._..,_._..__
e e e

Instruction; In attempt to answer the

; uestions tj i th
question e.g. Are yor, 5 Nigetioosis questions tick the appropriate box below the

Yes el Yes tick the boy
[ [Nt
1. Do you have available text inoral English?  Yes No
==

2. How many oral English lessons do You have in a week?

Once Twice Thrice Others

[e] [i—ta) |
3. Is there any penalty for speaking vernacular in class? IYZBSZI IN__%'___I

4, How often do you listen to the English services of the B.B.C & V.0.A?

Rarely Sometimes Often
[ =] )
5. Do you have a language laboratory in your School?  Yes No
6. Are your parent’s literate? Yes No
7 If yes for (6), what is your father’s qualification?
Degree Others
Grade [IVWASC ~ NCE/OND o
[fesa] —
: i Yes No
8. Do you like oral English? —
ish Classes?
< 1t oral English
" Junior Sec. Sch. Senior Sec. Sch.
: Higher Primary
Primary —
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