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Abstract

ThisstudyinvestigatestheprospectsandproblemsofpoultryrearinginIjebu-

OdeTownshipofOgunState.Thestudyemploysdescriptiveresearchsurveytype,to

investigatetheproblemsandprospectofrearingpoultryinIjebu-OdeTownshipofOgun

state.ThepopulationofthestudycomprisesallthepoultryfarmersinIjebu-Ode,as

containedinAgriculturalDevelopmentProjectUnitofIjebuDivision,OgunState.Alistof

poultry farmers was collected from the zonaloffice ofOgun State Agricultural

DevelopmentProgrammetoascertainthenumberoffarmersandfrom whichacertain

percentagewasselectedrandomly.Theresearchinstrumentforthisstudywasawell

structuredquestionnaire.Thedatafortheresearchworkwascollectedthroughtheuse

ofawellstructuredquestionnaire.Thedatafrom thequestionnairewassubjectedto

analysisusingsimplepercentagemethod.Theresultisincontrarywiththefindingby

Oladeji(2011)whofoundthatpoultryfarmingwasdominatedbymaleproducers.This

alsorevealsthatthefarmerswerekeepingbirdsforhouseholdconsumptionandas

sourceofincome.Theresultrevealedthatthemajorproblemsencounteredbypoultry

farmersintheareaofstudyarehighcostoffeeding,lackoftransportationand

insufficientfund.
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ChapterOne

1.0 Introduction

1.1      BackgroundtotheStudy

Poultrygenerallyisreferredtoalldomesticbirdsraisedbymanforthe

production ofeggs,meatand otherbenefits forhuman consumption.The

domestic birds include fowlducks,turkey,guinea fowland geese,poultry

productshavebeenfoundtohavethehighestproteinconcentrateofabout

20.5% relativeto otherssuccessofprotein(animals)and hastheshortest

productioncycleofallanimals.

Productioncycleinvolvesalltheactivitiesintherearingoflivestockfrom

dayoldtomaturity.Forexample,toachieveaten-foldincreaseinthebody

weightinrelationtoweightatbird,WilliamsonandPayne(1978)outlinedthatit

takes25daysinbroiler,48daysinpiglets,250daysincavesand170daysin

sheep.

Therearingofpigs,cattle’sandgoatshoweverrequiresextensivekind

morethanpoultrywheremoreunitsofproductioncanbeachievedfrom agiven

spacecomparedtothefarmer.Theseadvantagesareperhapsthecauseofa

higherturnoverinpoultryproductionatreasonablyshortperiodoftimeinthis

workmoreemphasisshallbemadespecificallytothedomesticfowl,whichare

themajorbirdsforcommercialandnutritionalimportanceinIjebu-OdeTownship

ofOgunState. PoultryrearinghavebeeninpracticeinIjebu-OdeTownshipfora

longtime.Thetraditionalmotivevariesfrom hobbytotheuseoffowlandeggs

asfood.Apartfrom theimportantrolesthatthefowlplayinthetraditional

workshopofdutiesinmanypartsofthestates,somecommunitiesuseitasgift

totheirneighboursinappreciationofagooddeedandasamarkofsolidarity.

Thetraditionalpoultrykeepingisgenerallysubsistenceinoutlookwithout
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theuseofmodernscientificmethods.Hencethebirdsunderthissystem are

poorlycaredforandtheyarecharacterizedbyslow growthrate,poorfeed

utilizationandlowproductivity.Thebirdsarealsoexposedtohighmortalityrate

asaresultofdiseases,pestandbadweatherconditions

However,inspiteofthepopularityofcommercialpoultrykeeping,the

subsistence and the small-scale units are stillprevalentalloverthe place

especiallyinthevillages.Althoughthecommerciallyorientedpoultryunitsare

abundantalloverthestatewithvaryingmodernscientificapproachtoproduction

poultryoutputcontinuestobeinadequatewithpricesabovethereachofthe

commonman.

Thispaperwillthereforefocusattentionontheproblemsandprospectof

rearingpoultryinIjebu-OdeTownshipofOgunstate.

1.2         StatementoftheProblem

Theultimategoalofthegovernmentorindividualsengagedinpoultry

productiontodayistoachieveahighstandardofproductionwithaview of

increasinganimalproductsfortheever-increasingpopulace.

Inanattempttoproduceenoughpoultryproducts{meatandeggs}several

problemsandconstrainshavebeenidentified.Someoftheseproblemsinclude

finance,qualityfeeds,diseaseproblemsandpoorhousingconditionandstorage

facility

InIjebu-OdeTownship,therehadbeenretrogressioninpoultryproduction

duetoilliteracyinthemaintenanceofrecords.Hencemaintenanceofrecord

helpsthefarmertodeterminetheprocessofretrogressingnatureofthefarm.

Besides,ithelpsin making futureprojection,planning and programming in

poultryindustry.Mostfarmerseitherasaresultofilliteracy,lackoftrainingor

otherwiseareunabletokeeprecords.Theresultisthatmostextensionofficers

areunabletohelpthem outoftheirproblemsduetolackofinformation.
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1.3         PurposeoftheStudy

Thepurposeofthisstudyistoinvestigatetheprospectsandproblems

encounteredbypoultryfarmersinIjebu-OdeTownshipandsuggestsolutionsto

them.

1.4 ResearchQuestion

Thefollowingarethequestionsthestudyseekstoanswerinorderto

achievetheresearchobjectives;

1.WhatarethemajorconstraintsofpoultryfarminginIjebu-OdeTown?

2.WhatarethemajorprospectsofrearingpoultryIjebu-Ode?

1.5 SignificanceoftheStudy

Itishopedthattherecommendationbasedonthefindingsofthestudy

wouldbeoftremendousbenefittothepoultryproducers,theconsumersof

poultryfarmersalikeandthestudent’sresearchers.

Itisanticipatedthatinexperiencedpoultryfarmerscanfrom thisstudy

identifyaswellasprovidethem withthebasicinformationneededtoraiseand

managepoultrysuccessfully.Fortheconsumers,anincreaseinpoultryproducts

meansmeetingtheireggsandpoultrymeatneeds.

Itisbelievedthattheresearchfindingswouldhelpstudentswhointendto

researchinasimilartopictohaveideasonwhatthetopicisallaboutandalso

aidstudentsintheareaoffurtherstudies.

1.6         ScopeoftheStudy

ThisresearchworkwillfocusattentiontocoverIjebu-OdeTownshipin

Ogunstate.TheinformationobtainedherewillonlystrictlyapplytoIjebu-Ode

Township butmaybe generalized to otherparts ofthe state with similar

problemsandprospectsofrearingpoultry.Alsoeffortswouldbemadetocover

asmuchofthelocalgovernmentareaaspossible.
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1.7         DefinitionofTerms

Poultry: Thisistheterm usedforalldomesticatedbirdssuchaschicks,ducks,

turkey,guineafowletc.

Prospect:Aprospectis thepossibilitythatsomethingfabulouswillhappen.

Production:theactionofmakingormanufacturingfrom componentsorraw

materials,ortheprocessofbeingsomanufactured.

Problem:amatterorsituationregardedasunwelcomeorharmfulandneedingto

bedealtwithandovercome

Rearing:bringupandcarefor(achild)untiltheyarefullygrown
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ChapterTwo

LiteratureReview

2.0 Introduction

Thehistoryofpoultryspecieshasintriguedscholarsforyears.Theyhavebeen

interestedinidentifyingthewildancestorofthedomesticfowlinthediffusionofa

speciesfrom onecivilizationtoanotherandfrom oneterritorytoanotheraswellasthe

evolutionofpoultryspeciesunderdomestication.

Theword"poultry"comesfrom theMiddleEnglish"pultrie",from OldFrench

pouletrie,from pouletier,poultrydealer,from poulet,pullet.Theword"pullet"itself

comesfrom MiddleEnglishpulet,from OldFrenchpolet,bothfrom Latinpullus,ayoung

fowl,younganimalorchicken.Theword"fowl"isofGermanicorigin(cf.OldEnglish

Fugol,GermanVogel,DanishFugl).

"Poultry"isaterm usedforanykindofdomesticatedbird,captive-raisedforits

utility,andtraditionallythewordhasbeenusedtorefertowildfowl(Galliformes)and

waterfowl(Anseriformes)."Poultry"can be defined as domestic fowls,including

chickens,turkeys,geeseandducks,raisedfortheproductionofmeatoreggsandthe

word isalso used forthe flesh ofthese birdsused asfood.The Encyclopædia

Britannicaliststhesamebirdgroupsbutalsoincludesguineafowlandsquabs(young

pigeons).InR.D.Crawford'sPoultrybreedingandgenetics,squabsareomittedbut

Japanesequailandcommonpheasantareaddedtothelist,thelatterfrequentlybeing

bred in captivityand released into thewild.In his1848 classicbookon poultry,

Ornamentaland DomesticPoultry:TheirHistory,and Management,Edmund Dixon

includedchaptersonthepeafowl,guineafowl,muteswan,turkey,varioustypesof

geese,themuscovyduck,otherducksandalltypesofchickensincludingbantams.In

colloquialspeech,theterm "fowl"isoftenusednear-synonymouslywith"domesticated

chicken"(Gallusgallus),orwith"poultry"orevenjust"bird",andmanylanguagesdonot

distinguishbetween"poultry"and"fowl".Bothwordsarealsousedforthefleshofthese

birds.Poultrycanbedistinguishedfrom "game",definedaswildbirdsormammals

huntedforfoodorsport,awordalsousedtodescribethefleshofthesewheneaten.
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2.1 PoultryProduction

Poultryproductionintropicalcountriesisbasedonthetraditionalscavenging

system andchickensarethemostimportantpoultryspecies.Theshareoffamily

poultrytototalpoultrypopulationindevelopingcountriesingeneralandinAfricain

particularisnotwelldocumentedbutestimatedtoreach70to80% (Sonaiya1990;

Gueye1998;Sonaiyaetal1999;Gueye1998).Acriticalreview ofavailableliterature

from eightSub-Saharan African countries showed thatvillage poultryon average

accountsfor78%,rangingfrom 30to99%,ofthetotalpoultrypopulation.Thelargest

proportionofeggsandpoultrymeatinEthiopiaisproducedbythevillagesystem

(Tadelle 1996).Despite the factthatvillage poultry are more numerous than

commercialones,and provide the largestproportion ofproducts in developing

countries,littleresearchanddevelopmentworkhasbeencarriedouttocharacterize,

understandanddevelopthesystem (Cumming1992).

2.1.1 PoultryProductionSystem

Generally,therearefourpoultryproductionsystemsindevelopingcountriesand

inAfrica.Theseincludethefree-rangesystem ortraditionalvillagesystem;thebackyard

orsubsistencesystem;thesemiintensivesystem andthesmall-scaleintensivesystem

(Gueye,2000andGueye,2000a).Themostcommonproductionsystem foundinAfrica

arethefree-rangeandbackyardproductionsystems(Sonaiya,1990a;Gueye,2003)and

approximately80%ofchickenpopulationsinAfricaarerearedinthesesystems(Gueye,

1998).Thechickeninthissystem areafunctionofnaturalselection.Asaresultthe

performanceofchickensunderruralconditionsremaingenerallypoorasevidencedby

highlypronouncedbroodiness,slowgrowthrates,smallbodysizeandlowproductionof

meatandeggs(Sonaiya,2000).
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2.2. ConstraintsofPoultryIndustry

2.2.1 Socio-CulturalConstraintstoDevelopment

Asociologicalappraisalisessentialindeterminingstrategiesfordevelopment.

Technicalandeconomicappraisalsarealsonecessary,butareinsufficientontheirown.

Socio-culturalfactorscontributetothewidevarietyofresponseoflivestockkeepers

evenunderidenticaleconomicconditions.Manysocio-culturalfactorsaffectlivestock

production.Forexample,somecommunitiesbanducks,astheyarepresumeddirtyand

destructivetodrinkingwatersupplies.Somecommunitiesregardpigeonsasasignof

peaceandconcord.Insuchcommunities,thepresenceofpigeonsisregardedasa

goodomen,andtheirdeparturewouldpresagedisaster.Inothercommunities,pigeons

areregardedasanevilomen,sincetheyareusedbynativedoctorsinsinisterrituals.

Anothersocio-culturalconstrainttopoultrydevelopmentisthevalueplacedupon

poultryforuseatceremoniesandfestivalsorevenasasourceofincomeintimesof

needbutnotasasourceofdailyfoodorasaregularsourceofincome.Someregard

chickensastheirpetsorpartofthefamily,thusitisonlythearrivalofanimportant

unexpectedvisitorthatcouldallowtheiruseasfood,althoughtheycanbesoldwithout

regretandthemoneyutilized.

Anothermajorconstrainttopoultryproductionisthehighvalueplaceduponcrop

productionratherthanlivestockproduction.Thisaffectsthewillingnesstoputmuch

time,expenseandeffortintolivestockproduction.Theftisalsoagreatconstraint.

Villagerswhohavelostalltheirpoultrytotheftmaybereluctanttofacetheexpenseof

startingagain.

Anotherconstraintisthesocialnorm thatdeterminesownershipoflivestock.

Typically,wherecropfarmingisthemen’smainactivity,keepinglivestockisperceived

asaperipheralactivityrelegatedtowomenandchildren.However,whenthenumberof

livestockincreases,menusuallytakeovertheactivity.Itshouldnotbeassumedthat

socio-culturalfactorscanbechanged.However,byincorporatingsocio-culturalfactors

intodevelopmentstrategies,theprogrammesandtechnologiesmayencounterless
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resistance.Developmentprogrammes,whichcombinelocalknowledgewithwestern

science,yieldstrategieswhichareculturallymoreacceptable.Socio-culturalfactorsare

thusnotseenasaproblem,butratherasafactortobeconsideredorusedinfindinga

solution(OlawoyeanddiDomenico,1990)(Source:Small-scalepoultryproduction...

FAO2004,E.B.Sonaiya..etal).

2.2.2 TechnicalConstraintstoDevelopment

ThemostcommonFPflocksizeofbetween5to20birdsseemstobethelimit

thatcanbekeptbyafamilywithoutspecialinputsintermsoffeeding,housingand

labor.These smallflocks scavenge sufficientfeed in the surroundings ofthe

homesteadtosurviveandtoreproduce.Anysignificantincreaseinflocksizeoften

leadstomalnutritionifnofeedsupplementisprovided.Inaddition,largerflocksizes

mustforageatgreaterdistances,whichmayinvolvedamagetoneighbors’vegetable

gardens.Anymovetofenceinorenclosethepoultrytheninvolvestheneedtoprovidea

balancedration.Largerflocksizescaneasilyariseoncemortalityisreducedthrough

vaccinationandimprovedhygiene.Flocksizecanrapidlyincreasetothepointwhere

thefeedrequirementexceedstheavailableScavengable.FeedResourceBase(SFRB)in

theareaaroundthedwelling.Atthisstage,eithersupplementaryfeedingorasemi-

intensivesystem ofmanagementisrequired.Ifbalancedfeed,day-oldhybridchickand

vaccine inputsupplies (and markets)are available and wellorganized,and then

intensivepoultrymanagementsystemsmaybeaviableoption.Therehavebeenmany

attemptstotakeshortcutstodevelopmentandtostartimmediatelywiththesemi-

intensivesystem.Source:Small-scalepoultryproduction...FAO2004,E.B.Sonaiya..et

al).

2.2.3 ChallengesFacingtheGlobalPoultryIndustryto2020.

Consequencesofanimalwelfareregulations,foodsafety,houseenvironment

andanumberofissuesrelatingtonutritionandfeedingwereidentifiedasfuture

challengestothepoultryindustrybyA.M.PenzJrandD.G.BrunoofProvimiAmerica
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LatinainBrazilinapresentationatthisyear'sAustralianPoultryScienceSymposium.

Amongthechallengesforthenextdecadearetocreatestandardizedparameters

forpoultrywelfareassessmentandrobustsystemstomonitorthoseparameters.This

istheaim oftheWelfareQualityprojectdevelopedintheEuropeanUnion,which

proposestoassessanimalwelfarefocusingonanimals,andnotonenvironmentalor

managementfactors,andusingobjectiveindicatorsthatcanbeeasilymeasuredinthe

field,accordingtofourprinciples:goodfeeding,goodhousing,goodhealthstatusand

adequatebehavior(ArnouldandButterworth,2010).

ThepoultrysiteidentifiessomemajorchallengesofGlobalpoultryindustry.Suchas;

 AnimalWelfareanditsConsequences;

Thewelfareofanimalproduction can beaccessed from two perspectives:

throughanthropomorphism,whereconsumersputthemselvesintheplaceoflivestock

andmakeconclusionsabouttheirwelfareoftenbasedinsubjectiveideas,orthrough

animalperformance.Animalsthatarerearedinpoorwelfareconditionsarenotableto

express theirmaximum genetic potential.Consumerconcerns relative to poultry

welfarearebecomingincreasinglyrelevantinthemeatmarket.

Thereisapositivecorrelationbetweenthestrictnessofwelfarelegislationand

incomeofthecitizensofacountryandconsequentlytheirpurchasingpower(vanHorne

andAchterbosch,2008).Theseconcernsareevident,particularlyintheEuropeanUnion,

andexamplesareDirectives1999/74/ECand2007/43/EG,whichestablishedtheban

onconventionalcagesforcommercialeggproductionafter2012,andmaximum broiler

density,respectively.

Amongthechallengesforthenextdecadearetocreatestandardisedparameters

forpoultrywelfareassessmentandrobustsystemstomonitorthoseparameters.This

istheaim oftheWelfareQualityprojectdevelopedintheEuropeanUnion,which

proposestoassessanimalwelfarefocusingonanimals,andnotonenvironmentalor

managementfactors,andusingobjectiveindicatorsthatcanbeeasilymeasuredinthe

field,accordingtofourprinciples:goodfeeding,goodhousing,goodhealthstatusand
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adequatebehaviour(ArnouldandButterworth,2010).

 FoodSafety;

Foodcontaminationbypathogensisthemainconcernofconsumers(IFC,2010).

Supplyingthisdemandforsaferfoodrequirestransparencyandcommitmentbyallthe

partiesinvolvedintheprocessoffoodproduction,includinggovernments.Eachstepof

thefoodsupplychainwillbeincreasinglycontrolled,withemphasisonriskmonitoring

through preventiveand correctiveactions(analysisand monitoring criticalcontrol

points).Thisrequirescarefulselectionofinputsuppliers,focusingonproductquality

andnotprice,whichrequiresevaluationandmaintenanceplans,understandingthe

processandthematerialsusedbysuppliers,andtechnicalknowledgeonphysical,

chemical,andmicrobiologicalrisks.

Inthefeedmillsduringthenextdecades,automationwillincrease,withlower

exposureofworkerstooperationalrisks,andmoreemphasiswillbeplacedoncritical

controlpoints,whichwillbemonitoredjustintime,andonreal-timetraceability.Andree

andSchwaegele(2010),whoparticipatedinthedevelopmentofaprojecttoanalyze

existing orpotentialvulnerablepointsinfood productionchains,said thelossof

informationoroftraceabilityisthemainriskfactorfortheentranceofcontaminants

into theprocessofanimalfeed production.Giving properattentionto thesenew

requirementsisofgreatimportanceforthepoultryindustry,particularlyconsideringthe

exportingcountries,whichmustcomplywiththeincreasingdemandsoftheimporters.

Healthmonitoringoftheflocksisandwillbecomeincreasinglyimportant,not

onlytopreventfoodbornediseasebutalsotoavoidperformancelossesandtoensure

bird welfare.Compliance with health programmers’(cleaning and disinfection,

vaccination,pestcontrol,diseasemonitoring),immediatenotificationandrecordof

abnormalsituations,healthmonitoringprogrammesandmeasuresforinfectioncontrol

anderadicationmustbeputinplace,particularlyinascenario wheretheuseof

antimicrobialcompoundsisincreasinglyrestricted.
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 Environment;

Thermalcomfortinsidepoultryfacilitiesisessential,asunfavourableenvironmental

conditionssignificantlyaffectproduction.Bothexcessivecoldandheatmaycause

production losses and impairbird health and welfare and,in extreme situations,

increase bird morbidityand/ormortality.The evolution oftechnologyand ofthe

knowledge on thermoregulation physiologyand behaviourwillreduce mistakes in

poultryhousedesignandinbirdmanagementthatcancausethermaldiscomfort.The

developmentofinformationtechnologyallowsnew techniquesinthestudyofbroiler

thermalcomfort,suchastheuseofreal-timeimageanalysisusingvideocameras,

image-acquisition hardware,and imageanalysing software programmes to acquire,

processandevaluateinformation(Mouraetal.,2010).

Interestingly,insidebroilerhouses,80percentoftheheatisnotproducedbylampsor

brooding systems butby the birds themselves.Properevaluation ofthis heat

productionmayallow creatingmechanismsfortheutilisationofthisenergy,which

couldbetranslatedinsignificantcostsavings.

 FeedFormulation;

Outofthetrendscurrentlyobservedandthatwilldefinehow nutritionistsare

goingtoformulatedietsinthenext10yearsistheincreasingcostofrawmaterialsand

the pressures to reduce feed costs and nutrientenvironmentalexcretion willbe

emphasized.Thesefactorswillcausedietstobeformulatedmoreaccurately,avoiding

largesafetymargins.Thebiofuelindustrywillcompeteforraw materialsusedfor

animalfeeding,andwillrequiretheutilizationofitsbyproducts.Inthiscase,knowledge

oftheanalysisofthenutritionalcontentanddigestibilityofthesematerials,whichare

notyetstandardised,asin thecaseofdistillersdried grain solubles(DDGS),for

exampleintheUS,shouldbedeveloped.

In this context,enzymes willbe increasingly used,as they improve ingredient

digestibilityand nutrientabsorption (Cowan etal.,1996),as wellas reduce the

detrimentaleffectsofanti-nutritionalfactors,therebyallowinghigherflexibilityinthe

useoffeedstuffsaswellasreducingfeedcosts(Ferket,2009)andpollutantexcretion
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inanimalwaste(Penz-JrandBruno,2010).

Higheremphasiswillalsobeplacedonanti-nutritionalfactorsthatchangeenergyand

nutrientavailabilityforbroilers,usingparticlesizeanddietprocessingtomaximize

nutrientsupply.Betterpolluting,expansionandextrusionprocesses,amongothers,will

bedeveloped,intermsofphysicalaspects(temperature,moisture,andpressure,time)

andtheireffectsonnutrientutilization(Ferket,2009).

Skinner-Nobletetal.(2005)observedthatpelletingimproveseffectivedietary

energyvaluebychangingthebehaviourofbroilers,whichincludeshigherfeedintakeof

birdsfedpelletedfeed.Methodologiestoevaluatetheimpactofheatstressduringcorn

(Métayeretal.,2009)andsoybeanmealdrying(Helmbrechtetal.,2010)ontheir

nutritionalqualityarecurrentlyavailable.Cornparticlesizeanddensitymayalsoresult

indifferentnutrientdigestibility,andshouldbebetterevaluated.Hetlandetal.(2002)

observedhigherstarchdigestibilityinbroilersfedwholewheatgrainascomparedto

thosefedgroundwheat.Parsonsetal.(2006)concludedthathigherparticlesizes

promotealinearincreaseinthefeedefficiencyofbroilers.Figueiredoetal.(2009)

observedthatcorndensityisdirectlyrelatedtoitsmetabolisableenergycontent.

Asto proteinnutrition,new syntheticamino acids,producedatcompetitive

prices,willbecomecommerciallyavailable.Inadditiontoloweringfeedcosts,thiswill

alsoreducenitrogenexcretionintheenvironment(Nahm,2002).Researchonthenext

limitingaminoacidsafterthreoninewillbeextremelyimportant,andtheirrequirements

willhavetobeevaluatednotonlyrelativetolysine,butalsoastominimum intakeand

impactoftheiruseunderpracticalbroilerproductionconditions(Kidd,2009).For

instance,theuseofvalineforbroilers,whosebeneficialeffectsweredemonstratedby

Corzoetal.(2009),isbecomingareality.

Energyisusuallythemostexpensivenutritionalcomponentofpoultrydiets.

Therefore,ahigherefficiencyinitsutilizationwillresultinlowerfeedcost.Oneofthe

strategiestobeconsideredisformulatingdietsnotonlytakesintoaccountafeedstuff’s

metabolisableenergybutalsoitsnetenergydefinedasmetabolisableenergyminus
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energylossduetoheatincrement,thatis,theenergythatiseffectivelyusedfor

production.Thisstrategymayallowreducingfeedcostandnutrientexcretion(Mohen

etal.,2005)anditiscurrentlybeingdiscussedinAustraliabythePoultryCooperative

ResearchCentre(Clements,2010).

Theutilizationoftracemineralswillbedeterminedbyabetterunderstandingof

theirinteractionwiththeimmunesystem,aswellasonthequalityoftheirsources,

preventingfinalproductcontaminationwithresidues.Inaddition,furtherresearchon

thedifferencesbetweenorganicandinorganicsourcesisalsoneeded.

2.2.4 ConstraintsofPoultryProductioninNigeria

2.3 ProspectsofPoultryProduction

Sincethe1960s,theglobalproductionofpoultrymeathasbeengrowingfaster

thanthatofanyothermeatinbothdevelopedanddevelopingcountries.Thisgrowth

pattern can be expected to continue because ofthe inherentefficiencyin feed

conversion1 and the lower production costs associated with intensive poultry

production.Suchproductionefficiencyisparticularlybeneficialtodevelopingcountries,

which tend to havelimited agriculturalresourcesbutburgeoning,and often poor,

populations.Decliningpoultrypricesandincreasingincomeshavebeenattributedto

increasesinpercapitapoultryconsumption,whichissensitivetobothpriceandincome

changes(Taha2003).Thesignificantgrowthinpoultry(especiallybroilerchicken)

productionandconsumptioninthedevelopingcountrieshasimportantimplicationsfor

theglobaltradingofallmeatproducts,aswellasfeedsandrelatedinputs(Landesetal.

2004;Taha2003).

Inspiteofitsmanyadvantagesandthepositivemarketoutlook,theworldbroiler

sectorfaces increasing challenges (Shane 2004).One ofthese is the increasing

consumerconcernsoverfoodsafety,animalwelfare,productquality,andenvironmental

issuesassociatedwithindustrializedpoultryproductionsystems.Inaddition,thereis

globalcompetition,intensifiedbyincreasingtradeliberalizationandgrowingconsumer
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choices.

Theincreasingglobalcompetitionisofparticularconcernformanysmallbroiler

producersinthedevelopingcountries,suchasthePhilippines,becausetheirproduction

andmarketingsystemsarenotyetdevelopedornotasefficient.(Hui-ShungChang,

2015).

2.3.1 PoultryFarming-StatusandProspectsinNigeria

Poultryrepresentsanimportantsub-sectorintheNigeriaagriculture.Poultryas

industryisalsoofhigheconomicvalueforthecountry.Poultryproductsincludingeggs

andmeatconstituteasignificantshareintheglobalfoodindustry.Crumbledeggswith

breadiscommoneatenforbreakfastinvariouspartsofNigeria.Poultryproductsare

alsoknownforhavinghighnutritionalcontent.InNigeria,poultryisanintegratedpartof

thesmallholderproductionsystemsandplaysasignificantroleinpovertyalleviation.

Globallypoultryisknowntohaveasignificantpotentialtogenerateincomefor

households.Poultrycan beboth an incomeearnerforhouseholdsforhousehold

farmersandasourceofforeignexchange.

Many developing and developed countries have integrated poultry in their

economy.Evidencesshow thatin2007nearly145,615farmswereproducingpoultry

andpoultryproductsinUnitedStatesofAmerica.AccordingtotheUnitedNations

estimationchickenpopulationinworldhasreachedsixteenbillion.Thefiguresfrom the

GlobalLivestockProductionandHealthAtlasfor2004showthatChinahasthehighest

poultrypopulationof3,860,000,000,UnitedStatesissecondwith1,970,000,000,while

Indonesia,BrazilandIndiahave1,200,000,000,1,100,000,000,and648,830,000chickens

respectively.Mexico,Russiaandjapanalsofollowthelist.Poultryproductionhashigh

socio-economicvalueandvitalespeciallyforthosewhoarelandlessandwhodonot

owncattle,sheep,orgoats.

InSub-SaharanAfricancountrieshouseholdlevelpoultryconstituted78percent

oftheoverallpoultryproductionin1996.InNigeriamuchoftheeggsandchickenmeat

isproducedbyhouseholdfarmers.Thehighincreaseinconsumers’demandforpoultry
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productsmainlyinurbanareaswillhavemajorimplicationsonthepricesofthe

productswhichobviouslyisimportantforthoseengagedinthesectorChickencanbe

raised insituationswithlimited feed and housing resources.Chickensare‘waste

converters’:they‘convert’ascavengedfeedresourcebaseintoanimalprotein.Theyare

thereforebyfarthemostimportantspeciesforgeneratingincomeforruralfamilies.

Poultry down and feathers have also found multiple household uses and

importantlynumeroustradeopportunities,whilepoultrymanureisusedassoilandfarm

pond fertilizer, hence contributing to increased crop and fish yields, and

commercialization.Poultrymanureisespeciallyimportanttosmallscalefarmerswho

havedifficultyofaccessingandaffordingfertilizers,aswellasthosesmallscale

farmerswhowishtomakethebestpossibleuseofallthenaturalresourcesfoundand

availableontheirfarms.

2.4 ImportanceofPoultryandPoultryProducts

Poultryplayssignificantroleinhumaneconomythroughprovisionoffoodwhile

alsocreatingwealththroughjobprovisionforourteemingpopulation(Alders,etal.,

2019).Theindustryalsoprovidesrawmaterialstosomeindustriesaswellasserveasa

takeupindustryforotherindustriessuchasanimalhealthindustries(OmitiandOkuthe,

n.d.).Furthermore,according to Darre (n.d.),the poultry industry also provides

economicsupportanddevelopmenteffectonthetourism sectoraswellasthefashion

industries.Specifically,however,thepoultryindustryisrelevanttohumanlivesand

humanlivingasfollows:foodprovisionintheform ofthesupplyofprotein,vitamins,

minerals,andoils;industrialusessuchasintheproductionofvaccines,fertilizersand

animalfeeds;pharmaceuticalimportanceincluding aspreservativesduring semen

storage;inpaintandadhesiveproductioncompaniesasvarnishes,adhesives,and

printersink;inleatherproducingcompaniesasleathertannersandintextileindustries

duringtheproductionofdifferenttypesofclothdyes.Furthermore,thehospitality

industryreliesonitforthesupplyoffeathersfordisplayandcomfortableluxury

mattresses,pillowsandcushionsaswellasintheagriculturalindustryintheproduction
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oforganicfertilisers.Lastly,itprovidesaffordablemeatforthenation’spopulace

especiallythoseinurbanareas(WahyonoandUtami,2018).

2.5 Socio-economicRoleofPoultryProduction

Poultry production is one ofthe importantcomponents ofthe livestock

subsectorintheNigerianeconomy,whichcanbeembarkeduponbythepeoplewith

smallornolandcapital(Conroy,2005).Nigeria'spoultryindustryiscomposedoflocal

unimprovedbreedsandthehighperformingcommercialbreeds.Overthelast50years,

theexoticbreedhasmadeanaggressiveincursionintotheproductioneconomyofthe

country,whilethelocalchickenisdrivenbytraditionalsystem management,theexotic

breedshavestimulatedanindustrialadvancementofthenpoultryindustrythrough

specializationaseggormeattypestrainstosatisfytheincreasingdemandforpoultry

commodityinthefoodmarket(Rekwotetal.,2015).providesdirectemploymentfora

largenumberofruraland urban peopleand indirectemploymentto suppliersof

productsandservicessuchasgrainfarmers,feedmilloperatorsaswellasthose

producing various goods and services used to supportpoultry production and

marketingactivities(AdeyemoandOnikoyi,2012).Poultryisconsideredtobeameans

oflivelihoodandawayofachievingacertainlevelofeconomicindependenceinNigeria.

Theprimarypurposeforkeepingpoultryinallpartsofthecountryisforboth

dietaryandeconomicreasons(OgundipeandSanni,2002).Poultryasanaspectof

livestock production is importantto the biologicalneeds,economic and social

developmentofthepeopleinanynation(OladeeboandAmbe-Lamidi,2007).However,

the contribution ofpoultryproduction (meatand eggs)to totallivestock output

increasedfrom 26%in1995to27%in1999withanincreaseineggproductionalone

accountingforabout13%duringtheperiod(Ojo,2003).Thedevelopmentofthepoultry

industryhasalsobeendescribedasthefastestmeansofbridgingtheproteindeficiency

gapprevailinginmostofthedevelopingcountries.Thepoultryindustry,ifproperly

harnessedcanalsoserveasasourceofforeignearningscomplementingcrudeoil

whichatpresentconstitutesthemainsourceofforeignearningsinNigeria(The-

poultrysitenews2009).
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Inpoultryproduction,smallscalepoultryproductionrepresentsoneofthefew

opportunities forsaving,investmentand security againstrisks.Itaccounts for

approximately90%oftotalpoultryproduction(Branckaert,1999).Poultryproductionin

ruralpartsofthecountryismoreimportantbecauseofthedivergentrolesitplays

(Nwagu,2002).Poultrymeatandeggsoffersconsiderablepotentialformeetinghuman

needsfordietaryanimalsupply(FolorunshoandOnibi,2005).Thissinglereasonamong

othershasmadetheenterpriseattractiveandpopularamongsmallmedium,aswellas

largescalepoultryfarmers

2.6 ChallengesofPoultryProductioninNigeria

Despitetheleadingroleofpoultryproductioninthelivestockindustry,it'snot

withoutchallenges.ThechallengesofpoultryproductioninNigeriacannotbeover

emphasized.Thesechallengeshavesloweddowntherateofproductionintheindustry.

Highrateofdiseaseandpestattackasamajorchallengeinpoultryproductionwas

reportedbyAjalaetal.(2007)andAromolaranetal.(2013).LackofaccesstoLoanand

creditprocurementwasalsoidentifiedindifferentresearchcarriedout(Agbato,1997;

Akeeb 1997;Adebayo and Adeola,2005;Aromolaran,2013).Lack oftechnical

knowledgewasalsoreportedbyOlaniyietal.(2008),andAromolaranetal.(2013)as

anotherchallengefacingtheindustry,thistheysay,thatmostpeoplegointopoultry

farmingsimplybecauseofthehugeprofittheyseeothersgetting,butfailtoenquirethe

necessaryknowledgeinvolvedinpoultryproduction.

HighrateofmortalitywasalsoidentifiedbyChilateandGuta(2001);Aromolaran

(2013);Anosikeetal.(2015),asmajorchallengesfacingtheindustry,thistheysaywas

duetosupplyofpoorqualitychicksasreportedbyAjalaetal.(2007);Adeyemoand

Onikoyi(2012);Anosikeetal.(2015).Anosikeetal.(2015),alsoreportedthatmost

farmersdonothaveanideaofthefarmsthathatchthechickstheybuy,astheybuy

from roadsidehawker.Ajalaetal.(2007),alsoreportedthatmortalitymostlyoccurat

broodingstage.

HighcostofpoultryfeedswasidentifiedbyAgro-Ind(2002);SonaiyaandSwan

(2004);AdeyemoandAdeyemo(2009).AdeyemoandOnikoyi(2012)reportedthat
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inadequatepoultryextensionservicesareoneofthemajorchallengesfacedbythe

poultryindustry.Inadequate access to and high costofVeterinaryservices was

reportedbyAdeyemo andOnikoyi(2012);Anosikeetal.(2015)asanothermajor

challengeposingatraittotheindustry.

2.7 PossibleSolutionstotheChallengesofPoultryProductioninNigeria

DespitethechallengesofpoultryproductioninNigeria,ithasnotstoppedthe

industry from functioning,though these challenges mighthave slowed down its

productionrate.Solutiontocubthesechallengesarenotfarfetched.Theincidenceof

diseasesoutbreakisoneofthepressingchallengeofpoultryproductioninNigeria.

Thereisneedforveterinaryinterventioninordertocublossesduetodiseaseas

suggestedby(Ajalaetal.,2007).

Alsoeducationsonfeedingofbroodandsimplediseasecontrolprogrammesare

possibleshort-term methodstoimprovepoultryproductioninNigeria.Technicalknow-

how forimprovingpoultryproductionshouldbemadeavailabletopoultrykeepers

throughextensionservice.Thustheextensionworkershaveamajorroletoplayin

improvingruralpoultryproductionassuggestedby(Ajalaetal.,2007).

Aromolaranetal.(2013),intheirresearchcarriedoutinIbadan,OyoStateon

smallpoultryfarmsdidrecommended,thatsmallscalelayerpoultryfamersshouldbe

encouragedtoform cooperativesocietiesorjointheexistingonetobeabletoaccess

loanfortheirbusinessandgovernmentcouldalsomakefundavailabletoassistthe

poultryfarmers.Theyalsorecommendedcapacitytrainingofpoultryfamerstoenable

them copewiththechallengesofmodernpoultryfarmingandcommercializationof

smallscalelayerpoultryproductionshouldbecarriedout.Thisisalsoinlinewiththe

recommendationofAdeyemoandOnikoyi(2012)whorecommendedthatGovernment

shouldprovidefinancialassistancetosubsistenceandsmall-scalepoultryfarmersin

form ofsoftloans.Thistheysaywillhelptopreventthedeclineofthesectorsasa

resultofunprofitableoperationorincreaseinthepriceofitsproducts.Anosike,etal.

(2015)didrecommendthattoreducetheratemortalitytoabarestminimum,hatchery

industryshouldbeinspectedbyrelevantagenciestoensurethathealthydayoldchicks
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areproducedundergoodhygienecondition.

2.8 SummaryofLiterature

The challenges of poultry production in Nigeria are multifaceted.These

challengesmightnothavestoppedtheindustryfrom functioningbecausetherehas

beenasteadyincreaseinthedemandforpoultryproductsinNigeriaduetoseveral

factorssuchasincreaseinpopulation,new poultryfarmstheexpansionofexisting

onesandtheresuscitationofsomeotherswhichhadstoppedproductionbutmighthas

sloweddownrateofproductionintheindustry.Thispaperreviewsthischallengesto

include;diseaseandpestattack,lackofloanandcreditprocument,lackoftechnical

knowledge,highrateofmortality,highcostofpoultryfeed,supplyofpoorqualitychicks,

inadequateextensionservices,andinadequateaccesstoandhighcostofveterinary

service.Possiblesolutiontothesechallengesinclude;interventionofveterinaryinorder

tocublossesduetodiseases,technicalknow-howforimprovingproductionshouldbe

madeavailabletopoultrykeepersthroughextensionservice,poultryfarmersshouldbe

encouragedtoform cooperativesocietiesorjoinexistingonetobeabletoaccessloan

fortheirbusinessand

Governmentcouldalsomakefundsavailabletoassistthepoultryfarmersthroughsoft

loans,capacitytrainingofpoultryfarmerstoenablethem copewithchallengesof

modernpoultryfarmingetc.Ifthesolutionsstatedabovearesetinplacetotacklethe

challengesfacingtheindustry,poultryindustryisandwillstillremainoneofthefastest

growinglivestockindustryoftheagriculturalsectorinthecountry.
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ChapterThree

ResearchMethodology

3.0 Methodology

Methodologyisthespecificationofprocedureofcollecting,analyzingthedata

necessaryforthepurposeofresearchwork.Thischapterincludestheidentificationof

population,determination ofthe sample size and techniques used description of

researchinstrument,methodofdatacollectionanditsanalysis.

3.1 ResearchDesign

The studyemploys descriptive research ofsurveytype,to investigate the

problemsandprospectofrearingpoultryinIjebu-OdeTownshipofOgunstate.The

intentofthedescriptiveresearchistodescribetheproblemsandprospectofrearing

poultryofa given population and area ofinterestconcerning the problem under

investigation.

3.2 PopulationofStudy

ThepopulationofthestudycomprisesallthepoultryfarmersinIjebu-Ode,as

containedinAgriculturalDevelopmentofProjectUnitofIjebuDivision,OgunState.

3.3 SampleandSamplingTechnique

Alistofpoultryfarmerwascollectedfrom thedepartmentofagricultureinIjebu-

OdeLocalGovernmentAreaorthezonalofficeofOgunStateAgriculturalDevelopment

Programmetoascertainthenumberoffarmersandfrom whichacertainpercentage

wasselectedrandomly.

3.4 ResearchInstrument

Theresearchinstrumentforthisstudywasawellstructuredquestionnaire.The

questionnairewasdesignedtoelicitinformationonthetopic.Itisdividedintotwo

sectionsAandB.sectionAconsistofpersonaldatawhilesectionBcontainsquestions

poultryfarming,constraintsandprospects.ThequestionnairewasdesignedinYesand

Noformattoenablerespondentsindicatetheextentoftheanswersgivenontheitems

orinformationsupplied.



21

3.5 ValidationofInstrument

Validityistheabilityofatesttomeasuretheinvestigationpurportedtomeasure.

Thequestionnairewasexaminedandscrutinizedbythesupervisortoensurethatthe

itemsarerelatedtotheresearchquestionsandthattheymeasurewhattheyare

designedtomeasure.

3.6 ReliabilityoftheInstrument

Totestforthereliabilityoftheinstrument,pilottestwasadoptedinwhichpre-

surveywascarriedoutinordertohaveconsistent,stable,andaccurateinformation

priortothemajorsamplesurvey.

3.7 AdministrationoftheInstrument

Theinstrumentwaspersonallyadministeredbytheresearchertotherespondent

andwascollectedbytheresearcherafterithasbeenfilledbytherespondents.The

questionnairewasdistributedtoboththemaleandfemalelivestockfarmer.

3.8 MethodofDataCollection

Thedatafortheresearchworkwascollectedthroughtheuseofawellstructured

questionnaire.

3.9 MethodofDataAnalysis

The data from the questionnaire was subjected to analysis using simple

percentagemethodandinferentialstatistics.
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ChapterFour

ResultsandDiscussion

Thissectionpresentstheanalysisofcollateddataandpresentationoftheresultsand

discussion.

4.1 Results

Table1:DistributionofrespondentsbyOrigin

Origin Frequency Percentage

Indigene 40 40

Settlers 60 60

Total 100 100

Source:fieldsurvey,2021

Table1aboveshowsthatmajority(60%)weresettlerswhile40%wereindigene.This

impliesthatmostofthepoultryfarmersaresettlers.

Table2-DistributionofrespondentsbyEthnicity

Ethnicity Frequency Percentage

Yoruba 84 84

Hausa 2 2

Igbo 14 14

Total 100 100

Source:fieldsurvey,2021

Table2showsthatmajority(84%)oftherespondentswereYoruba,2%and14%were

HausaandIgborespectively.
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Table3:Distributionofrespondentsbygender

Gender Frequency Percentage

Male 44 44

Female 56 56

Total 100 100

Source:fieldsurvey,2021

Table3aboveshowsthatmajority(56%)oftherespondentswerefemaleswhile44%

weremales

Table4:Distributionofrespondentsbyreligion

Religion Frequency Percentage

Islam 18 18

Christianity 54 54

Traditional 28 28

Total 100 100

Source:fieldsurvey,2021

Table4showsthatmajority(54%)oftherespondentswereChristians,18% were

Muslimswhile28%weretraditional.

Table5:Distributionofrespondentsbyeducation

EducationalLevel Frequency Percentage

Primary 14 14

Secondary 42 42

Tertiary 42 42

Others 2 2

Total 100 100
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Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table5showsthat42%oftherespondentsweresecondaryandtertiarystudents,14%

and2% hadprimaryandothersrespectively.Thismeansthatwiththeirlevelsof

educationtheywillbeabletoapplytheinnovativetechniquesrequiredtoimprovetheir

poultryproductionandalsosolvetheproblemsencountered.

Table6:Distributionofrespondentsbymaritalstatus

MaritalStatus Frequency Percentage

Single 32 32

Married 60 60

Widowed/Widower 8 8

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table6aboveshowsthat32%weresingle,majorityofrespondentsweremarried(60%),

and8%widowed/widower.Thisindicatesthatmostofthepoultryfarmersweremarried,

whichmeanstheyarelikelytoengagetheirfamilymembersinpoultryproduction

therebysavingthecostofhiredlabour.

Table7:Distributionofrespondentsbyoccupation

Occupation Frequency Percentage

CivilServant 28 28

Unemployed 48 48

Others 22 22

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table7showsthatmajority(48%)oftherespondentswereunemployed,28%and22%

werecivilservantandothersrespectively.Thismeansthatmajorityoftherespondents

practicedpoultryfarming.
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Table8:DistributionofrespondentsbyPoultryType

PoultryType Frequency Percentage

FamilyPurpose 16 16

GeneralPurpose 80 80

OtherPurpose 4 4

Total 100 100

Source:Filedsurvey,2021

Table8showsthatmajorityoffarmerskeeppoultrymainlygeneralpurpose.

Table9:DistributionofrespondentsbyExperience

YearsofExperience Frequency Percentage

<5 20 20

6-10 20 20

11-15 18 18

16-20 30 30

>20 12 12

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table9 showsthatmajority30% oftherespondentshad between16-20 yearsof

experience,20% oftherespondentshavehadbelow 5andbetween6-10yearsof

experiencein each,while18% and 12% had 11-15 yearsand above20 yearsof

experiencerespectively.Itimpliesthatmajorityoftherespondentsarewellexperienced

inpoultrykeeping.
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Table10:Distributionofrespondentsbysourceofknowledge

SourceofKnowledge Frequency Percentage

Friend 38 38

Parents 32 32

MassMedia 4 4

Neighbours 6 6

PersonalReading 16 16

Others 4 4

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table10showsthat38%oftherespondentslearntpoultryfarmingfrom theirfriends,

32% throughparents, while4% hadtheknowledgefrom massmediaandothers

respectively,16% had the knowledge through personalreading while 6 had the

experiencethroughneighbours.Thisimpliesthatmajorityofthepoultryfarmersgained

theirknowledgefrom friends.

Table11:Distributionofrespondentsbypoultrybird

Birdssize Frequency Percentage

Lessthan20 28 28

21-30 26 26

31-40 22 22

41-50 18 18

Greaterthan50 6 6

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table11showsthatmajorityoftherespondentsweresmalltomedium toscalepoultry
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farmers

Table12:Distributionofrespondentsbylabouruse

SourceofLabour Frequency Percentage

FamilyMember 64 64

Hiredlabour 36 36

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table12showsthatmajorityoffarmersusefamilymember(64%)aslabourandfew

hiredlabourer(36%)

Table13:DistributionofrespondentsbyprovisionofExtensionServices

ExtensionServices Frequency Percentage

Yes 68 68

No 32 32

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table13showsthatmajority45% ofthefarmershaveaccesstoextensionservices,

32%hadnoaccesswhichmayaffecttheirpoultryfarmingoperations.

Table14:DistributionofrespondentsbylectureonCovid-19

LectureonCovid-19 Frequency Percentage

Yes 38 76

No 12 24

Total 50 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table14showsthat76%ofthefarmersdoreceivelectureonCovid-19from extension
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agentswhile24%donot.

Table15:Distributionofrespondentsbyproblem(s)

Constraints Frequency Percentage

Highcostoffeeding 34 34

Lackoftransportation 34 34

Insufficientfund 20 20

InadequateEquipment 4 4

Accesstothemarket 8 8

Total 100 100

Source:Fieldsurvey,2021

Table15showsthat34%ofthefarmersencounterhighandlackoftransportationeach,

insufficientfund(20%),inadequateequipment(4%)andaccesstothemarket(8%).This

impliesthathighcostoffeeding,lackoftransportationandinsufficientfundarethe

problemsencounteredbythefarmers

4.2 Discussion

From theaboveresult,itisrevealedthatmostofthepoultryfarmersaresettlers

andalsomostofthebirds’keeperswereYoruba.Theresultalsoshowsthatmajorityof

therespondentswerefemales.TheresultisincontrarywiththefindingbyOladeji(2011)

whofoundthatpoultryfarmingwasdominatedbymaleproducers. Itshowsthat

majorityoftherespondentsweresecondaryandtertiarystudents.Educationmakes

peoplewell-disposedtoknowledgeseeking,criticalthinking,betterdecisionmakingand

adoptionofnewideas.ThisresultisinagreementwithBabalola(2014)whofoundthat

mostcommercialpoultryfarmerswere educated.The resultissupported bythe

findingsofAyanda(2013)whoimpliedthatpeoplewhoengagedinpoultryfarmingwere

notonlygraduatesofagriculture.Thismeansthatwiththeirlevelsofeducation,they

willbe able to apply the innovative techniques required to improve theirbird’s
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production.Itindicatesthatmostofthebirdsfarmersweremarried,whichmeansthey

arelikelytoengagetheirfamilymembersinbirdsproductiontherebysavingthecostof

hiredlabour.Theresultalsoshowsthatmajorityoftherespondentswereunemployed,

thismeansthatmajorityoftherespondentspracticedbirdsfarming.Theresultis

supportedbythefindingsofAyanda(2013)whoimpliedthatpeoplewhoengagedin

commercialpoultryfarmingwerenotonlygraduatesofagriculture.Table9showsthat

majority30% oftherespondentshadbetween16-20yearsofexperience,20% ofthe

respondentshavehadbelow5andbetween6-10yearsofexperienceineach,while18%

and12%had11-15yearsandabove20yearsofexperiencerespectively.Itimpliesthat

majorityoftherespondentsarewellexperiencedinsheepkeeping.Thisresultis

supportedbyOwoade(2016)whoreportedthatpoultryfarmerswereyoungactive

producers.Table10showsthat38% oftherespondentslearntpoultryfarmingfrom

theirfriends,32%throughparents,while4%hadtheknowledgefrom massmediaand

othersrespectively,16%hadtheknowledgethroughpersonalreadingwhile6hadthe

experiencethroughneighbours.Thisimpliesthatmajorityofthepoultryfarmersgained

theirknowledgefrom friends.Table11showsthatmajorityoftherespondentswere

smalltomedium toscalepoultryfarmers.ThisfindingissupportedbyMaikasuwa,

TankoandNabil(2014)whoreportedthatsmallscalecommercialpoultryfarmers

dominatedtheNigerianlandscape.Table12showsthatmajorityoffarmersusefamily

member(64%)aslabourandfew hiredlabourer(36%).Table13showsthatmajority

56%offarmerskeepbirdsmainlyashouseholdconsumption,38%assourceofincome

and6%forfestivities.Thisimpliesthatthefarmerswerekeepingbirdsforhousehold

consumptionandassourceofincome.Table14showsthatmajority45% ofthe

farmershaveaccesstoextensionservices,32%hadnoaccesswhichmayaffecttheir

poultryfarmingoperations. TheseresultsfurtherexplaintheresultofPolsonand

Spencer(1991)thatsuchcontactsplaysimportantrolesondiffusionofinnovations.

Table14showsthatmajorityofthefarmersdoreceivelectureonCovid-19from

extensionagents.Table15showsthat34%ofthefarmersencounterhighandlackof

transportationeach,insufficientfund(20%),inadequateequipment(4%)andaccessto
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themarket(8%).Thisimpliesthathighcostoffeeding,lackoftransportationand

insufficientfundaretheproblemsencounteredbythefarmers
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ChapterFive

Summary,ConclusionandRecommendation

5.1 Summary

Thisstudywasconductedtoinvestigatetheproblemsencounteredbypoultry

farmersinIjebu-OdeTownshipandsuggestsolutionstothem.Thestudyemploys

descriptiveresearchsurvey.Thepopulationofthestudycomprisesallthepoultry

farmersinIjebu-Ode,Ogun-State.Alistofpoultryfarmerswascollectedfrom Ogun

State AgriculturalDevelopmentProject,Ijebu-Ode zonaloffice and from which

respondentswererandomlyselected.Thedatafrom thequestionnairewassubjectedto

analysisusingdescriptivestatisticsinvolvingpercentageandtables.Itshowsthat

majorityofthepoultryfarmersgainedtheirknowledgefrom friends.Italsorevealsthat

thefarmerswerekeepingbirdsforhouseholdconsumptionandassourceofincome.It

alsoshowsthatmajorityofthefarmersdoreceivelectureonCovid-19from extension

agents.TheresultissupportedbythefindingsofAyanda(2013)whoimpliedthat

peoplewhoengagedinpoultryfarmingwerenotonlygraduatesofagriculture.This

meansthatwiththeirlevelsofeducation,theywillbeabletoapplytheinnovative

techniquesrequiredtoimprovetheirbird’sproduction.Itindicatesthatmostofthebirds

farmersweremarried,whichmeanstheyarelikelytoengagetheirfamilymembersin

birdsproductiontherebysavingthecostofhiredlabour.

5.2 Conclusion

From theoutcomesofthisstudy,itcanbeconcludedthatmajorityofpoultry

farmersinthestudyareashowsthatmajorityofencounteredproblemsarehighcostof

feeding,lackoftransportationandinsufficientfund.Theresultalsoshowsthatmajority

oftherespondentswerefemales.TheresultisincontrarywiththefindingbyOladeji

(2011)whofoundthatpoultryfarmingwasdominatedbymaleproducers.Thisalso

revealsthatthefarmerswerekeepingbirdsforhouseholdconsumptionandassource

ofincome.
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5.3 Recommendation

In providing solutions to the problems of poultry farmers in Ijebu-Ode

governmentinallarmsandprivatebodiesshouldinterveneinprovisionofgoodcredit

facilitiestothepoultryfarmers,subsidizethecostoffeedsandfeedingredientsand

createaccesstoreadymarkets.

Concerted and sustainableeffortsshould bemadebyextension agencyto

organizetrainingprogrammesonimprovedpoultrytechnologiesatcooperativelevels.

Creditfacilitiesshouldalsobemadeavailableincashandkind.

Public-funded extension agency should also plan and facilitate

workshops/seminarstobringfarmersandinputproviderstogetherregularlytocreatea

forum wherebyknowledgeexchangecanoccur.
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Appendix

TaiSolarinCollegeofEducation,Omu-Ijebu

P.M.B,2128,Ijebu-Ode,OgunState,Nigeria

DepartmentofAgriculturalEducation

PoultryFarmersQuestionnaire

DearRespondents,

Thequestionnairebelowseeksyouropinionontheproblemsencounteredbypoultry

farmersinIjebu-OdeLocalGovernmentAreaofOgunState.Theimportanceofthis

questionnaireisinpartialrequirementforthefulfillmentofNigeriacertificate(N.C.E).It

isdesignedforthepurposeofresearchonly;andallinformationsuppliedshallbe

treatedinstrictconfidence.

Thanksforyouranticipatedco-operation.

Kindlytick()intheappropriatecolumnkey:

SECTIONA:RESPONDENT’SBACKGROUND

1.Origin:- Indigene[ ] settler[]

2.Ethnicity:- Yoruba [] Hausa [] Igbo[]

3.Gender:- Male [] Female[]

4.Religion: Islam [] Christianity[] Traditional[]

5.Educational:(a)primary[](b)secondary[](c)tertiary[](d)Others(specify):

………….

6.MaritalStatus:Single[]Married[]Window/widower[]

7.MainOccupation:Farming[ ]CivilServant[ ]Unemployed[ ]Others

(Specify)________
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8.PoultryType:FamilyPurpose[]GeneralPurpose[]Otherpurpose[]

SECTIONB:POULTRYFARMINGANDPROBLEM ENCOUNTERED

9.PoultryfarmingExperience:<5yrs.[]6-10yrs.[]11-15yrs.[]16-20yrs.[ ]

>20yrs.[]

10.Whatisyoursourceofknowledgeregardingpoultryfarming?Friend[ ]

Parents[]

MassMedia[ ]Neighbours[ ]Personalreading[ ]Others(Specify)

___________

11.Whatisyourbird’ssize?<20 [ ] 21-30[] 31-40[]41-50 [] >50 []

Others_______

12.Whatlabourdoyouuseforpoultrykeeping?Familymember[]Hiredlabour[]

13.Doyouhaveaccesstoextensionservices?Yes[]No[]

14.HaveyoubeenlecturedonCovid-19controlmeasurebyextensionagentYes

[]No[]

15.Whatmajorproblem(s)areyoufacingduringCovid-19pandemicregarding

poultrybirdskeeping?


