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ABSTRACT 

MIDDLE POWERS ARE NATIONS THAT HAVE CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE IN 

GLOBAL AFFAIRS. THESE COUNTRIES USUALLY TAKE A MULTILATERAL 

APPROACH TO SOLVING INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS. THEREFORE, MIDDLE 

POWERS IDENTIFY IMPORTANT TRANSNATIONAL ISSUES AND MOBILIZE OTHER 

COUNTRIES TO TACKLE THEM. BUT MIDDLE POWERS MUST BE COUNTRIES WITH 

SUBSTANTIAL POWER CONSTITUENTS – LARGE ECONOMY AND POPULATION, 

AND STRONG MILITARY FORCE. THIS STUDY EXAMINED THE MEDIUM POWER 

ROLE OF NIGERIA IN THE GLOBAL SPACE BETWEEN 1999 AND 2015. THIS STUDY 

ADOPTED THE REALIST THEORY OF THE ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER AS 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK TO PROVIDE THEORETICAL ORIENTATION TO THE 

STUDY. PURPOSIVELY, EIGHT NIGERIAN DIPLOMATS WERE INTERVIEWED USING 

THE IN-DEPTH INTERVIEW METHOD. USING PRIMARY DATA COLLECTED 

THROUGH INTERVIEWS AND DOCUMENTARY ANALYSIS, THE STUDY FOUND OUT 

THAT NIGERIA IS STILL A MIDDLE POWER THAT IS VERY PIVOTAL IN AFRICAN 

PEACE AND STABILITY, ESPECIALLY THAT OF WEST AFRICA. THOUGH THE 

FINDINGS OF THIS WORK MAINTAIN THAT NIGERIA IS STILL INFLUENTIAL IN 

REGIONAL AS WELL AS GLOBAL POLITICS, HER ROLE IS CONSISTENTLY 

THREATENED BY BOTH DOMESTIC AND EXTERNAL THREATS. THESE THREATS 

COMPRISE INTERNAL SECURITY DILEMMA SUCH AS BOKO HARAM INSURGENCY, 

NIGER-DELTA MILITANCY, KIDNAPPINGS; DOMESTIC POLITICAL SQUABBLES OF 

CORRUPTION AND ECONOMIC RETROGRESSION; AND THE RISE OF SOUTH 

AFRICA, ETHIOPIA AND OTHER AFRICAN POWERS. DESPITE THESE, NIGERIA 

REMAINS A PIVOTAL STATE IN WORLD AFFAIRS. FINALLY, IT IS CONCLUDED 

THAT NIGERIA IS STILL A MIDDLE POWER EVEN THOUGH IT HAS SCALED BACK 

IN MANY RESPECTS. HOWEVER, IN ORDER TO REMAIN A FIRM MIDDLE POWER, IT 

MUST REBUILD HER IMAGE INTERNATIONALLY BY ADDRESSING THE DOMESTIC 

AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGES THREATENING HER POWER. IT IS 

RECOMMENDED THAT NIGERIA MUST RECONCILE HER DOMESTIC REALITIES 

AND HER AMBITIONS ABROAD. IT MUST FIGHT THE BOKO HARAM AND OTHER 

DOMESTIC SECURITY THREATS SQUARELY IN ORDER FOR THE NEEDED FOREIGN 
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INVESTMENTS TO FLOW AND FOR OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES TO CONTINUE TO 

ACCEPT HER LEADERSHIP. NIGERIA MUST ALSO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF HER 

MILITARY FORCE TO A LARGE FORCE WITHOUT SACRIFICING EQUIPMENT AND 

TRAINING. NIGERIA MUST CONTINUE TO ENGAGE AFRICA AND THE WORLD 

WITH NEW INITIATIVES IN ORDER TO KEEP HER ROLE AS A MEDIUM OR MIDDLE 

POWER IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

THE CONCEPT OF MIDDLE POWER IS A HIGHLY CONTESTED ONE IN BOTH 

ACADEMIC AND DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES. CONVENTIONALLY, A MIDDLE POWER 

DENOTES A COUNTRY THAT IS NEITHER A SUPER POWER NOR A SMALL POWER, 

BUT WHICH CAN INFLUENCE THE DIRECTION OF EITHER GLOBAL, CONTINENTAL 

OR REGIONAL POLITICS. AS A MIDDLE POWER, A COUNTRY IS A BRIDGE 

BETWEEN THE GREAT POWERS AND SMALL NATIONS. BUT THIS IS JUST A 

GENERAL PERSPECTIVE OF A MIDDLE POWER.  

RUDD (2006) WRITES THAT THE CONCEPT OF MIDDLE POWERS DATES BACK TO 

THE 15
TH

 CENTURY EUROPEAN STATE SYSTEM, WHEN THE MAYOR OF MILAN 

DIVIDED THE SYSTEM INTO THREE CATEGORIES: GRANDSSIME (EMPIRES), 

MEZANO (MIDDLE POWERS) AND PICCOLO (SMALL POWERS). RUDD (2006) 

DEFINED MIDDLE POWERS AS THOSE COUNTRIES THAT CAN ―STAND ON THEIR 

OWN‖ AND SURVIVE IN THAT WILD AND CONFLICT-PRONE WORLD SYSTEM. 

THAT IS, ONCE A COUNTRY IS ABLE TO DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST EXTERNAL 

AGGRESSION, AND CAN ALSO ASSERT OR DECLARE A PARTICULAR STANCE 

AMONG COUNTRIES, THAT COUNTRY IS A MIDDLE POWER. NIGERIA, BY VIRTUE 

OF HER POPULATION, ECONOMY AND MILITARY CAPABILITIES, FALLS INTO THIS 

CATEGORY THROUGH ITS LEADERSHIP OF AFRICAN INITIATIVES AND BY 

EXTENSION THE BLACK RACE AND THE GLOBAL SOUTH. 
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YALCIN (2012) STATED THAT THE CONCEPT OF ―MIDDLE POWER‖ IS BROUGHT TO 

LIGHT BY CANADIAN AND AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATS AND ACADEMICS. HE SAW 

THE CONCEPT OF MIDDLE POWER IN BOTH A REALIST AND LIBERAL SENSE. 

ACCORDING TO HIS REALIST VIEW, A MIDDLE POWER IS THAT COUNTRY THAT 

HAS CONSIDERABLE CONSTITUENTS OF POWER IN THE INTERNATIONAL 

SYSTEM, BUT DOES NOT VIEW ITSELF AS A MIDDLE POWER, OFFICIALLY AND 

OTHERWISE. YALCIN (2012) LIBERAL VIEW OF THE CONCEPT IMPLIES TO A 

SITUATION WHERE BY A COUNTRY POSSESS LARGE POPULATION, BIG ECONOMY 

AND MILITARY CAPABILITIES, AND SEES ITSELF AS A POWER IN THE GLOBAL 

SYSTEM.  

THERE IS THE FUNCTIONAL VIEW OF MIDDLE POWER WHICH REVOLVES 

AROUND THE ROLE PLAYED BY A PARTICULAR COUNTRY (BAXTER AND BISHOP, 

2011). THIS VIEW TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION THE AREA OF EXPERTISE (PEACE 

KEEPING, MEDIATION, ENVIRONMENTAL INITIATIVES ETC.) AND THE ROLE THAT 

COUNTRY PLAYS IN THIS AREA IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS. CANADA‘S MEDIATION 

ROLE IN THE SUEZ CANAL CRISIS, JAPAN‘S HUMAN SECURITY INITIATIVE AND 

NIGERIA‘S ROLE IN THE DECOLONIZATION PROCESS OF AFRICA AND IN GLOBAL 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS FALL WITHIN THIS CONTEXT. THIS VIEW IS 

SIMILAR TO HOLBRAAD (1971) ARGUMENT THAT ―MIDDLE-SIZE‖ COUNTRIES CAN 

BE IDENTIFIED BY LOOKING AT THE ROLE THESE STATES PLAY IN 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. ACCORDING TO THIS VIEW, THE ROLE SUCH STATES 

PLAY MANIFEST IN BOTH BI-POLAR AND MULTI-POLAR SYSTEMS. IMPERIAL 

IRAN EXHIBITED THIS CHARACTER BEFORE THE ANGLO-RUSSIAN INVASION AND 
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FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE COLD WAR UP TO 1979 (PAHLAVI, 1980A; PAHLAVI, 

1980B). 

NIGERIAN AND FOREIGN DIPLOMATS, ACADEMICS AND ANALYSTS (GAMBARI, 

2004; KAMIL, 1996; MBU, 1993; IKOKU, 1981) HOLD THAT NIGERIA IS A CATALYST 

IN WORLD POLITICS. THE COUNTRY‘S INFLUENCE WITHIN WEST AFRICAN  

COMMUNITY, ITS RICH RECORD IN PAN-AFRICAN AFFAIRS WITHIN THE AFRICAN 

UNION (SINCE THE DAYS OF OAU), AND ITS ROLE IN THE GLOBAL ARENA, 

ESPECIALLY WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM ARE THE CREDENTIALS 

WHICH INFORM SUCH VIEWS THAT PLACE NIGERIA AS A GLOBAL MIDDLE 

POWER. FURTHER STILL, NIGERIA‘S ECONOMY, ITS MILITARY FORCE, 

POPULATION AND ITS GEO-STRATEGIC LOCATION ON THE CONTINENT ARE 

OTHER CONSTITUENTS WHICH MAKE THE COUNTRY A POWER IN AFRICA AND A 

PLAYER IN GLOBAL CIRCLES.  

THESE, THEREFORE, ARE CREDENTIALS OF A COUNTRY THAT IS A LEADER IN 

THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. AS A NEWLY INDEPENDENT NATION, 

NIGERIA WAS GOVERNED BY A PRIME MINISTER WHO WAS THOUGHT TO BE 

CONSULTING LONDON BEFORE TAKING A STANCE ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 

WHICH FORMED THE VIEW THAT WHILE NIGERIA WAS TECHNICALLY 

INDEPENDENT, IT WAS STILL CONSIDERED BY THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY TO BE UNDER BRITISH SPHERE OF INFLUENCE, THEREBY, LACKING 

AN INDEPENDENT FOREIGN POLICY OF ITS OWN (OJIGBO, 1981). A DECADE 

LATER, HOWEVER, NIGERIA BECAME A SELF-PROCLAIMED MIDDLE POWER AND 

AN ACTIVE AND ASSERTIVE PARTICIPANT IN THE CREATION OF MANY 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS: THE DEFUNCT ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN 

UNITY (OAU, NOW AFRICAN UNION), THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON 

TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD), THE G-77, A GROUP OF MOSTLY AFRICAN, 

ASIAN AND LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES IN THE UNITED NATIONS AND MANY 

CONTINENTAL AND REGIONAL INITIATIVES. NOT ONLY THESE, NIGERIA BECAME 

A MEMBER AND CAME TO PLAY VERY ACTIVE ROLE IN THE UNITED NATIONS, 

COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS, THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT (NAM), 

ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES (OPEC) AND SEVERAL 

OTHERS, PARTICULARLY, CHAMPIONING THE COURSE OF AFRICA AND THE 

DEVELOPING WORLD (OJIGBO, 1981).  

COMPELLED BY THE IMPERATIVES OF REGIONAL LEADERSHIP, NIGERIA 

RECONCEIVED THE IDEA OF A REGIONAL UNION WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT THE 

FOUNDING OF THE ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES 

(ECOWAS) (OJIGBO, 1981). AS A CONCERNED AND RESPONSIBLE GLOBAL PLAYER, 

NIGERIA LEARNED THAT SECURITY MEANT MORE THAN JUST MILITARY 

STRENGTH; THEREFORE IT MAINTAINED A SIZEABLE PRESENCE OF HER TROOPS 

IN VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL PEACE MISSIONS (OJIGBO, 1981). BY THE 1980S, 

NIGERIA HAD GROWN CONSIDERABLY VERY INFLUENTIAL AND RICHER, MORE 

POWERFUL, CONFIDENT AND ALSO ARMED WITH THE BOTH (ECONOMIC AND 

MILITARY) WEAPONS OF WAR IN AFRICA AND THE WORLD STAGE (OJIGBO, 1981).  

NIGERIA‘S POSITION HAD STARTED TO WANE BEGINNING FROM THE MID-1980S, 

PARTICULARLY, AS A RESULT OF BOTH INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL CAUSES. THE 

FAILURE OF NIGERIA‘S INDUSTRIALIZATION PROCESS, IRRESPONSIBLE 
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LEADERSHIP, SERIOUS CORRUPTION AND POLITICAL INSTABILITY, AND THE RISE 

OF SOUTH AFRICA AND IVORY COAST, ARE BUT A FEW OF THESE FACTORS.  

NIGERIA RETURNED TO CIVILIAN PRESIDENTIAL RULE IN 1999 AND BETWEEN 

THIS YEAR AND 2015, IT HAD THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL PRESIDENTIAL 

CHANGEOVER OF POWER IN A TENURED TRANSITION. PRESIDENTIAL FOREIGN 

POLICY DECISION MAKING AND LEADERS‘ PERSONALITY HAVE COMBINED TO 

CONSOLIDATE, AND IN SOME INSTANCES, DECLINED, NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP 

CLAIMS IN AFRICAN AS WELL AS GLOBAL AFFAIRS. THIS IS A PERIOD WHEN 

NIGERIA INTERVENED TO SETTLE POLITICAL INSTABILITIES THAT ROCKED 

SEVERAL AFRICAN COUNTRIES LIKE LIBERIA, IVORY COAST, SUDAN AND 

GUINEA. ALSO, NIGERIA SPEARHEADED THE ASSEMBLY THAT TRANSFORMED 

ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY (OAU) TO THE AFRICAN UNION. PRESIDENT 

OBASANJO‘S PERSONALITY MADE NIGERIA‘S VOICE HEAVY, ESPECIALLY IN 

AFRICAN AFFAIRS, WHERE MANY AFRICAN STATES ―REMAINED NEUTRAL ON 

VITAL AFRICAN ISSUES UNTIL NIGERIA TOOK A STANCE‖ (PHAM, 2007). 

HOWEVER, THIS IS A PERIOD WHEN CERTAIN ISSUES IN DOMESTIC POLITICS AND 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS HAVE ALSO POSED SERIOUS CONSTRAINTS TO 

NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM POWER ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS.  

1.2 STATEMENT OF THE RESEARCH PROBLEM  

THIS STUDY EXAMINED NIGERIA AS A MEDIUM POWER AND THE CHALLENGES 

IT FACES IN MAINTAINING THIS POSITION IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS. NIGERIA‘S 

POSITION IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM HAS WANED. AT BOTH THE UNITED 

NATIONS AND AFRICAN UNION, THE COUNTRY IS INCREASINGLY LOSING ITS 
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LEADERSHIP POSITION OF AFRICA TO SOUTH AFRICA. POSSIBLE REASONS FOR 

THIS ARE THE QUICK GROWTH RATE OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMY, ITS 

ROLE IN CHAMPIONING GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY, THE IMAGE 

OF SOUTH AFRICAN LEADERS AND THE QUALITY OF ITS DIPLOMATIC CORPS 

AGAINST NIGERIA‘S RATHER REVERSE OF THESE. SOUTH AFRICA IS A MEMBER 

OF THE BRAZIL, RUSSIA, INDIA, CHINA AND SOUTH AFRICA (BRICS) AND INDIA, 

BRAZIL AND SOUTH AFRICA (IBSA) FORUMS WIDELY BELIEVED TO TAKE OVER 

GLOBAL POWER IN THE EVOLVING MULTI-POLAR SYSTEM. NIGERIA IS ONLY AN 

OBSERVER IN THESE FORUMS.  

EVEN WITHIN THE WEST AFRICAN SUB-REGION, NIGERIA‘S POSITION HAS BEEN 

DIMINISHING IN THE FACE OF THE RISE OF GHANAIAN AND IVORIAN 

ECONOMIES. ALTHOUGH NIGERIA STILL COMMANDS SOME DEGREE OF RESPECT 

FROM ECOWAS STATES (ALLI, 2012), ITS INTERNAL LEADERSHIP CRISIS AND 

CREDIBILITY PROBLEMS, SECURITY AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHALLENGES HAVE 

MADE SMALLER STATES TO CHALLENGE NIGERIA ON SOME ISSUES AT 

BILATERAL LEVEL AND WITHIN INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS.  

HOWEVER, ONE PERSPECTIVE WITHIN NIGERIA‘S DIPLOMATIC CORPS IS OF THE 

OPINION THAT WHILE SOUTH AFRICA HAS A FAST GROWING ECONOMY, THE 

SIZE OF NIGERIA‘S ECONOMY IS BIGGER THAN THAT OF SOUTH AFRICA. MORE 

SO THE CONSTITUENTS OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMY ARE FOREIGN, WHILE 

NIGERIA HAS A MORE LOCAL ECONOMY. ANOTHER SIMILAR VIEW IS THE ONE 

THAT ARGUED THAT WERE IT NOT FOR THE ECONOMIC STRUCTURES THE WHITE 
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MINORITY RULE PUT IN PLACE, SOUTH AFRICAN ECONOMY WOULD HAVE HAD 

LESSER RATE OF GROWTH THAN NIGERIA (ALDEN AND MILLS, 2005).  

1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

THIS STUDY IS PREDICATED ON FOLLOWING QUESTIONS: 

i. DOES NIGERIA POSSESS THE ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER TO QUALIFY 

HER AS A MIDDLE POWER IN WORLD AFFAIRS?  

ii. TO WHAT EXTENT HAS NIGERIA PLAYED HER ROLE OF A MEDIUM POWER 

IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS? 

iii. WHAT ARE THE CONSTRAINTS FACING NIGERIA‘S ASPIRATIONS AS A 

MIDDLE POWER IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS? 

iv. HOW CAN NIGERIA ADDRESS THE CONSTRAINTS TO HER MEDIUM POWER 

ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS? 

1.4 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE RESEARCH 

THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS RESEARCH ARE:  

1. TO EXAMINE THE ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL WHICH MAY QUALIFY 

NIGERIA TO BE A MIDDLE POWER.  

2. TO EXAMINE THE EXTENT TO WHICH NIGERIA PROJECTS HER NATIONAL 

POWER IN GLOBAL ARENA.  

3. TO INVESTIGATE THE CHALLENGES FACED BY NIGERIA AS A MEDIUM 

POWER IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS.  

4. TO SUGGEST HOW NIGERIA COULD ADDRESS ITS CHALLENGES IN GLOBAL 

AFFAIRS.  

1.5 RESEARCH ASSUMPTIONS  
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THE RESEARCH WAS GUIDED BY THE FOLLOWING ASSUMPTIONS:  

i. NIGERIA PLAYS A STABILIZING ROLE IN WORLD POLITICS 

ii. NIGERIA FULFILLS THE CRITERIA FOR A MIDDLE POWER BY VIRTUE OF ITS 

ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER (POPULATION, ECONOMY, MILITARY 

AND HER ROLE IN AFRICAN PEACE AND SECURITY).  

iii. THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL CHALLENGES TO NIGERIA‘S NATIONAL 

POWER AFFECT THE PERFORMANCE OF ITS MIDDLE POWER ROLE GLOBAL 

AFFAIRS.  

iv. RE-BUILDING OF NIGERIA‘S NATIONAL POWER WILL RESTORE ITS MIDDLE 

POWER STATUS AND CREDIBILITY IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS.  

1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE RESEARCH 

THIS RESEARCH IS SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE IT LOOKS AT AN IMPORTANT ASPECT 

OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS AND NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY – THE MIDDLE 

POWER POLITICS. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE MANY STUDIES WRITTEN ON 

NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY, FEW OF THEM SUCH AS ADEBAJO AND MUSTAPHA 

(2004) STUDY NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY USING THE MIDDLE POWER 

APPROACH. THUS, THIS RESEARCH PROVIDES A STANDARD BY WHICH NIGERIA‘S 

STATUS CAN BE MEASURED IN INTERNATIONAL POWER RELATIONS. 

THIS RESEARCH SERVES AS GUIDE FOR NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY DECISION-

MAKERS IN THE RE-DESIGN OF THE ALREADY OUTDATED ―FATHER CHRISTMAS‖ 

FOREIGN POLICY FASHION INTO A RATIONAL, SOPHISTICATED AND RECIPROCAL 

FOREIGN POLICY. IN ADDITION, NIGERIA‘S GOVERNMENT CAN USE THIS WORK 
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IN RECRUITING AND DETAILING ITS AMBASSADORS TO HEAD ITS DIPLOMATIC 

MISSIONS ABROAD.  

1.7 SCOPE OF THE STUDY  

THIS RESEARCH EXAMINED NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM POWER ROLE DURING THE 

CIVILIAN RULE IN 1999 TO 2015. THIS STUDY, THEREFORE, FOCUSED MAINLY AT 

NIGERIA‘S ACTIVISM ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES ESPECIALLY IN AFRICA, 

NIGERIA‘S MILITARY AND ECONOMY SIZE AS WELL AS QUALITY OF ITS 

DIPLOMATIC CORPS WITHIN THIS PERIOD. 

ONE CHALLENGE THAT CAME IN THE WAY OF THIS STUDY WAS GETTING THE 

WHEREWITHAL TO TRAVEL TO UNITED NATIONS IN THE UNITED STATES, 

AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION ETHIOPIA AND THE DEVELOPING-8 IN TURKEY. 

THOUGH WE SUCCEEDED IN TRAVELING TO ETHIOPIA, THE TRIP TO UNITED 

NATIONS HEADQUARTERS, NEW YORK AND THE DEVELOPING-8 IN ANKARA 

WERE NOT POSSIBLE. IN ORDER TO MAKE UP FOR THIS LIMITATION, THIS 

RESEARCHER STUDIED UN PROCEEDINGS OF RESOLUTIONS, PROTOCOLS, 

CONVENTIONS, WORKS AND MEDIA PROGRAMS RELATING TO NIGERIA AS THEY 

CONSTITUTE VERY IMPORTANT SOURCES OF DATA FOR THIS RESEARCH. 

ANOTHER CHALLENGE ENCOUNTERED IN THIS RESEARCH, WHICH IS COMMON 

IN STUDIES OF THIS NATURE, WAS MAINLY THE PRIMARY DATA GATHERING. 

ATTEMPTS TO CONDUCT ORAL INTERVIEWS AT SPECIFIED FOREIGN MISSIONS 

AND EMBASSIES (FRANCE, SENEGAL, SOUTH AFRICA, MALI, AND EGYPT) IN 

ABUJA WERE IMPOSSIBLE. THIS WAS NOT UNEXPECTED AS THE CLAIM WAS 

ALWAYS ABOUT THE INABILITY FOR THEM TO DIVULGE CLASSIFIED 
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INFORMATION. THUS, THE PROLONGED PERIODS OF TRYING TO CONFIRM DATES 

OF INTERVIEWS AND APPOINTMENTS, AND GETTING THE RESPONDENTS 

COMMITTED TO CERTAIN DATES MADE THE RESEARCH WORK DRAG ON LONGER 

THAN NECESSARY. THE PURPOSIVE SAMPLING, IN WHICH ANY DIPLOMAT THAT 

THIS RESEARCHER MET WHICH WAS WILLING TO BE INTERVIEWED WAS USED. 

1.8 ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY 

CHAPTER ONE IS THE GENERAL INTRODUCTION. IT DETAILS THE RESEARCH 

PROPOSAL. IT INCLUDES THE BACKGROUND OF THE PROBLEM, THE STATEMENT 

OF RESEARCH PROBLEM, THE OBJECTIVE OF THE PROBLEM, RESEARCH 

QUESTIONS, SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY, SCOPE AND LIMITATIONS, AND THE 

BREAKDOWN OF CHAPTERS. 

CHAPTER TWO IS TITLED LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL 

FRAMEWORK. IT CONSTITUTES AN INTRODUCTION AND LITERATURE REVIEW. 

THE REVIEW IS ORGANIZED IN A THEMATIC FORMAT. FINALLY, IT CONTAINS 

THE THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK. 

CHAPTER THREE IS TITLED METHODOLOGY AND IT CONTAINS THE SOURCES 

AND TYPES OF DATA COLLECTED, THE RESEARCH DESIGN, INTERVIEW 

POPULATION, TYPE OF INTERVIEW USED, AS WELL AS THE CHALLENGES FACED 

DURING FIELD RESEARCH. 

CHAPTER FOUR IS TITLED HISTORY OF NIGERIA‘S ENGAGEMENT WITH THE 

WORLD AND IT GIVES THE ACCOUNT OF NIGERIA‘S MIDDLE POWER 



 11 

ENGAGEMENT IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS FROM 1960 TO 1999. THIS IS ORGANIZED IN 

BOTH THEMATIC AND CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER. 

CHAPTER FIVE IS TITLED CHALLENGES TO NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM POWER ROLE IN 

GLOBAL AFFAIRS UNDER THE 4
TH

 REPUBLIC, 1999-2015. THIS CHAPTER PRESENTS 

THE DATA COLLECTED THROUGH IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS, AND ANALYSIS OF THE 

DATA IS MADE IN DOCUMENTARY FASHION AND FINALLY, THE RESEARCH 

FINDINGS ARE ENUMERATED. 

CHAPTER SIX IS THE FINAL CHAPTER AND IT CONTAINS THE SUMMARY OF 

FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

2.1 INTRODUCTION 

THIS CHAPTER REVIEWS THEORETICAL INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (IR) 

LITERATURE USING THE THEMATIC LITERATURE REVIEW APPROACH. A 

DISCUSSION OF THE HANS MORGENTHAU‘S REALIST THEORY OF THE ELEMENTS 
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OF NATIONAL POWER THAT GAVE THIS STUDY THEORETICAL ORIENTATION IS 

MADE UNDER THIS CHAPTER. 

2.2 THE CONCEPT OF MEDIUM POWER 

CARSTEN HOLBRAAD DEFINES A MIDDLE POWER AS A NATION THAT OCCUPIES 

―AN INTERMEDIATE PLACE IN THE HIERARCHY OF STATES, EITHER A CENTRAL 

SITUATION IN GEOGRAPHY OR A MEDIAL POSITION IN SOME ANTAGONISM‖ 

(HOLBRAAD, 1971). FROM THE ABOVE, ANY COUNTRY THAT IS LOCATED 

STRATEGICALLY, OR A COUNTRY WHICH PLAYS MEDIATION ROLE IN CONFLICT 

SITUATION CAN BE RECOGNIZED AS A MIDDLE POWER. THIS IS A VERY NARROW 

VIEW ESPECIALLY THE LOCATION ASPECT. WITHOUT ECONOMIC POWER AND 

MILITARY STRENGTH, LOCATION ONLY CANNOT QUALIFY A COUNTRY AS A 

MEDIUM POWER. THE STATE OF DJIBOUTI, YEMEN AND SOMALIA ARE 

STRATEGICALLY LOCATED ON THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ, BUT WITHOUT STRONG 

AND LARGE ARMED FORCES, THEY ARE CONSIDERED SMALL STATES IN MANY 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS LITERATURE. HOWEVER, EGYPT WHICH IS ALSO 

LOCATED IN THE SAME ZONE AS ABOVE MENTIONED COUNTRIES IS 

CONSIDERED TO BE AN INTERMEDIATE STATE DUE TO ITS MILITARY POWER. 

IN YET ANOTHER WORK, HOLBRAAD RAISED THE IMPORTANCE OF MIDDLE 

POWERS IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS, AND HE STATED THAT:  

…FOCUSING ON GREAT POWERS IS LIKE TAKING A TOO 

OLYMPIAN VIEW OF INTERNATIONAL LIFE AND 

CONVERSELY, FOCUSING ON SMALL STATES IS INADEQUATE 

AS THEY TEND TO BE OBJECTS RATHER THAN SUBJECTS IN 

THE SENSE THAT THEIR INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR IS 

HIGHLY CONDITIONED BY POLICIES AND RELATIONS OF 

STRONGER POWERS. THE BEST VANTAGE GROUND FOR 

TACKLING SOME OF THE FEATURES OF INTERNATIONAL 
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LIFE ARE THE MIDDLE POWERS WHICH ARE OLD AND 

WEARY NATIONS, EXHAUSTED FROM CENTURIES OF POWER 

POLITICS AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL BUT RICH IN EXPERIENCE, 

INCLUDING THE YOUNG AND ENERGETIC COUNTRIES, 

CONSCIOUS OF THEIR POTENTIAL AND FULL OF AMBITION, 

THAT EMPHASIZE COALITION BUILDING AND COOPERATION 

BUILDING (HOLBRAAD, 1984). 

FROM THE ABOVE, HOLBRAAD (1984) ESTABLISHES GROUNDS FOR THE 

IMPORTANCE OF MIDDLE POWERS IN WORLD AFFAIRS WHICH ESSENTIALLY IS 

ABOUT MULTILATERALISM AT REGIONAL OR GLOBAL ARENAS. ALSO, THIS SET 

OF COUNTRIES HAVE MANY ―POTENTIALS‖ INCLUDING ECONOMIC RESOURCES, 

COVERING TECHNOLOGY, MINERAL AND NATURAL RESOURCE DEPOSITS WHICH 

MAKE THEM ASPIRE TO INFLUENCE GLOBAL EVENTS. 

BUT COOPER (1997) PUT FORWARD THE ―THREE WAVES‖ ANALYSIS OF MIDDLE 

POWERS IN THE POST-LEAGUE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. THE FIRST WAVE 

MIDDLE POWERS ARE THE COUNTRIES OF THE NON-ALIGNED WORLD, NOTABLY 

INDIA, BRAZIL AND INDONESIA AND SOME FORMER GREAT POWERS LIKE ITALY, 

PORTUGAL AND JAPAN, WHOSE POSITION OF INFLUENCE, ACCORDING TO HIM 

HAD WANED BY THE 1970S. BUT IN REALITY, EVEN THOUGH THE INFLUENCE OF 

ITALY AND PORTUGAL ON INTERNATIONAL LIFE FELL IN THE 1970S, JAPAN IS 

STILL AN IMPORTANT NATION IN GLOBAL INSTITUTION BUILDING AND AGENDA 

SETTING. 

THE SECOND WAVE MIDDLE POWERS, ACCORDING TO COOPER (1997), EMERGED 

IN THE 1970S THROUGH THE 1980S AND ACCORDING TO HIM, THEY INCLUDED 

NIGERIA, IRAN, AUSTRIA, ALGERIA AND MEXICO. AND FINALLY, THE THIRD 

WAVE MIDDLE POWERS EMERGED IN THE 1990S. THEY INCLUDE BRAZIL, INDIA, 

UKRAINE, SOUTH AFRICA, AND SOUTH KOREA. HOWEVER, SOME OF THESE 
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COUNTRIES, LIKE BRAZIL AND INDIA WHO ARE TRADITIONAL MIDDLE POWERS 

OF THE 20
TH

 CENTURY, REACHED THE STAGE OF CONSOLIDATION DURING THIS 

PERIOD. 

RANSOM (1968) CLASSIFIED MIDDLE POWERS BASED ON THE HIERARCHY OF 

―NATIONAL POWER‖. HIS ANALYSIS FOCUSED THE MAJOR COMPOSITIONS OF 

CAPABILITIES OF A COUNTRY – MILITARY POWER, DIPLOMATIC TEAM AND 

INFLUENCE, SIZE OF ECONOMY AND NATURAL RESOURCES, POPULATION SIZE. 

NYE (1996), MORGENTHAU (1985) AND BALDWIN (2002) HOLD SIMILAR VIEW WITH 

RANSOM (1968). BUT THE MILITARY ASPECT CAN HARDLY BE MEASURED AT 

ONCE OWING TO THE VAGUE NATURE OF DEFENSE POLICIES.  

BUT CLINE (1975), USING GAMES ANALYSIS, PROPOSED A SIMPLIFIED FORMULA 

OF MEASURING MIDDLE POWERS STRENGTH AND INFLUENCE. 

  PP = (C+E+M) X (S+W) 

  C – CRITICAL MASS = POPULATION + TERRITORY 

  E – ECONOMIC POWER  

  M – MILITARY POWER (HARD POWER) 

  S =STRATEGIC INTERESTS, AND, W = WILL TO PURSUE NATIONAL 

STRATEGY 

THAT IS, ACCORDING TO HIM, A COMBINATION OF THE ABOVE FACTORS IN A 

NATION INDICATES ITS POWER IN THE WORLD ENVIRONMENT. THIS VIEW IS 

SIMILAR TO MORGENTHAU (1948) WHICH WE ADOPT AS THEORETICAL 

FRAMEWORK IN THIS RESEARCH. 
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PING (2005) SUGGESTED NINE INDICATORS TO BE USED IN CATEGORIZING 

STATES AS GREAT, MIDDLE OR SMALL, IN TERMS OF POWER AND INFLUENCE. 

THESE INDICATORS COMPRISE POPULATION SIZE, MILITARY SIZE, GEOGRAPHIC 

LOCATION, GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, GDP GROWTH RATE, AMOUNT OF 

EXPORTS AS AGAINST IMPORTS, TRADE, GNP PER CAPITA, AND STANDARD OF 

LIVING. 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL APPROACH IS THAT CLASSIFICATION OF A 

MIDDLE RANKING NATION‘S POWER BASED ON THE INFLUENCE THAT COUNTRY 

HAS WITHIN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS 

(NOLTE, 2010). FOR EXAMPLE, MEMBERSHIP OF UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 

COUNCIL, POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, OR ABILITY TO MOBILIZE 

SUPPORT FOR A PARTICULAR ISSUES (CLIMATE CHANGE, HUMAN TRAFFICKING, 

HUMAN RIGHTS, DECOLONIZATION, PEACE, ETC.) WITHIN AN INTERNATIONAL 

ORGANIZATION AND REGIONAL INSTITUTIONS OR SETTING UP REGIONAL 

AGENDAS (DEVELOPMENT DIALOGUE ETC.) WITH CONSEQUENCES ON GLOBAL 

POLITICS AND ECONOMY. HENCE, MIDDLE POWERS USE INSTITUTIONAL 

FRAMEWORKS TO SETTLE OR TACKLE THESE ISSUES. THIS TAKES US BACK TO 

CARSTEN HOLBRAAD‘S COALITION AND COOPERATION BUILDING EXHIBITED BY 

MIDDLE POWERS THROUGH GLOBAL INSTITUTIONS. 

NOLTE (2010) DEVELOPED THE PERCEPTION–DERIVED THESIS OF MIDDLE 

POWERS WHICH REVOLVES ON THE MATTER OF WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES 

PERCEIVE A NATION‘S POSITION TO BE AND IT ALSO ENTAILS LOOKING AT 

WORLD POLITICS AND GIVING AN OPINION BASED ON THE REALITY AT STAKE.  
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BALCER (2013) IS OF THE OPINION THAT THE CURRENT GLOBAL TREND OF 

COOPERATION BUILDING BY ADVANCED COUNTRIES SUGGESTS THE GROWING 

INFLUENCE OF MIDDLE POWERS. HE POINTED THAT MANY OF G-20 MEMBERS 

ARE MIDDLE POWERS (ARGENTINA, INDONESIA, MEXICO, SAUDI ARABIA, SOUTH 

AFRICA, SOUTH KOREA, AND TURKEY). THE NEXT-11 GROUP CONSISTED OF 

ELEVEN COUNTRIES THAT ARE MOSTLY MUSLIM COUNTRIES. ACCORDING TO 

BALCER (2013), VIETNAM, NIGERIA AND PHILIPPINES ARE SAID TO BE IN THE 

FUTURE VERY DYNAMIC ECONOMIES AND WILL DEVELOP INTO THE BIGGEST 

WORLD ECONOMIES BY 2050. FURTHER ACCORDING TO BALCER (2013) EACH OF 

THEM WILL HAVE A GDP (PPP) BIGGER THAN ITALY BY THAT YEAR.  

A TABLE ILLUSTRATING 18 MIDDLE POWERS USING THE PURCHASING 

POWER PARITY AND POPULATION 

SN COUNTRY GDP (PPP) (BN USD) POPULATION 

1 ARGENTINA 711 41 

2 BANGLADESH 283 167 

3 COLUMBIA 468 46 

4 EGYPT 516 80 

5 INDONESIA 1122 240 

6 IRAN 930 76 

7 MALAYSIA 447 29 

8 MEXICO 1659 110 

9 NIGERIA 489 175 

10 PAKISTAN 465 177 

11 THE PHILIPPINES 394 96 

12 SAUDI ARABIA 667 28 

13 SOUTH AFRICA 555 50 

14 SOUTH KOREA 1556 49 

15 THAILAND 623 64 

16 TURKEY 1054 72 

17 VENEZUELA 369 29 

18 VIETNAM 300  

SOURCE: IMF, WORLD ECONOMIC OUTLOOK SEPTEMBER 2014 

ACCORDING TO IMF (2011) THE RATE AT WHICH THE ECONOMIES OF MIDDLE 

POWERS WILL GROW WILL BE HIGHER THAN RUSSIA, CHINA, INDIA AND BRAZIL. 
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SOME OF THE MIDDLE POWERS, LIKE NIGERIA WHICH ANALYSTS PROJECT WILL 

GROW TWO AND A HALF TIMES ITS PRESENT POPULATION AND REACH 400 

MILLION BY 2050, HAVE THE POTENTIAL OF TURNING INTO ―ONE OF THE MOST 

POPULATED NATIONS OF THE WORLD.‖ THIS WILL PUT NIGERIA IN THE 

―HEAVYWEIGHT CATEGORY‖ AND SHE WILL BE ABLE TO PLAY A KEY ROLE IN 

GLOBAL POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC DECISION MAKING. HOWEVER, THE 

SUCCESSES OF THE MIDDLE POWERS APART FROM SOUTH KOREA WILL DEPEND 

ON THEIR EFFECTIVE MODERNIZATION AND SOLVING OF THEIR INTERNAL 

PROBLEMS – DEFECTIVE  DEMOCRACY OR A LACK OF IT; CORRUPTION, 

ECONOMIC STRATIFICATION, ORGANIZED CRIME, POVERTY, LOWER LITERACY 

RATES, INTERNAL ETHNIC, RELIGIOUS AND RACIAL TENSIONS AND 

DISCRIMINATION OF WOMEN (BALCER, 2013). 

ACCORDING TO JORDAN (2003):  

ALL MIDDLE POWERS DISPLAY FOREIGN POLICY BEHAVIOR 

THAT STABILIZES AND LEGITIMIZES THE GLOBAL ORDER, 

TYPICALLY THROUGH MULTILATERAL AND COOPERATIVE 

INITIATIVES. HOWEVER, EMERGING AND TRADITIONAL 

MIDDLE POWERS CAN BE DISTINGUISHED IN TERMS OF 

THEIR MUTUALLY-INFLUENCING CONSTITUTIVE AND 

BEHAVIORAL DIFFERENCES. CONSTITUTIVELY, 

TRADITIONAL MIDDLE POWERS ARE WEALTHY, 

STABLE, EGALITARIAN, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND NOT 

REGIONALLY INFLUENTIAL. BEHAVIORALLY, THEY EXHIBIT 

A WEAK AND AMBIVALENT REGIONAL ORIENTATION, 

CONSTRUCTING IDENTITIES DISTINCT FROM POWERFUL 

STATES IN THEIR REGIONS AND OFFER APPEASING 

CONCESSIONS TO PRESSURES FOR GLOBAL REFORM 

(JORDAN, 2003). 

BUT TRADITIONAL AND EMERGING MIDDLE POWERS ARE REGIONALLY 

INFLUENTIAL AND HAVE STRONG GRIP OF THEIR REGION. ALTHOUGH THEY 

SUCCUMB TO INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES AT TIMES, WHICH OFTEN LEAD THEM 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multilateralism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egalitarian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_democracy
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TO MAKE CONCESSIONS (ON TERRITORIAL DISPUTES, OF DEMOCRATIZING ETC.) 

THEY DO SO BASED ON THE PRINCIPLE OF INTERNATIONAL LAW AND BEST 

PRACTICES, NOT BY FORCE. 

RAVENHILL DEFINED A MIDDLE POWER AS A COUNTRY THAT HAS PHYSICAL 

CAPABILITIES OF POWER; A COUNTRY THAT CONCENTRATES ON PARTICULAR 

GLOBAL ISSUES; A COUNTRY WHICH IS CREATIVE BY PROVIDING INNOVATIVE 

SOLUTIONS TO INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS; A COUNTRY THAT USES COALITION-

BUILDING AS FRAMEWORK FOR GLOBAL INITIATIVES; AND COUNTRY WITH 

CONSIDERABLE CREDIBILITY IN THE COMITY OF NATIONS (RAVENHILL, 1998).  

NEUMANN (1992) STATED THAT A COUNTRY CANNOT BE A MIDDLE POWER 

WITHOUT COMMANDING REGIONAL LEADERSHIP OR BEING A REGIONAL POWER 

HOUSE. HIS CATALOGUE OF ―A REGIONAL GREAT POWER‖ INCLUDES A STATE I) 

WHICH IS GEOGRAPHICALLY PART OF A DEFINED REGION OF THE WORLD; II) 

WHICH IS ABLE TO CONDENSE AND ENDURE ANY THREATS FROM A GROUP OF 

OTHER STATES; AND III) WHICH IS EXTREMELY VITAL TO REGIONAL POLITICAL, 

ECONOMIC AND SECURITY AFFAIRS.  

OSTREUD (1992) ADDED THAT A MIDDLE POWER MUST ALSO COMPETE 

FAVORABLY WITH GREAT POWERS IN WORLD AFFAIRS IN ADDITION TO 

NEUMANN (1992) SCALING. SO MIDDLE POWERS ARE DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR 

ROLE OR INFLUENCE IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. THEREFORE, MIDDLE 

POWERS ARE FIRST DISTINGUISHED BY THEIR FIRM GRIP ON THEIR REGIONS, 

AND THEN THE VOICE THEY HAVE AND THE RESPECT THEY COMMAND ON THE 

WORLD STAGE IN FORM OF MOBILIZATION AND LEADERSHIP. 
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BALCER (2012) OBSERVED THAT IN THE COMING DECADES, THE ROLE OF THE 

MIDDLE POWERS IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA IS MOST PROBABLY GOING TO 

INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY. HOWEVER, THE SCOPE OF THEIR INFLUENCE AS 

WELL AS THE TYPE OF THEIR POLITICAL BEHAVIOR WILL MOST OF ALL DEPEND 

ON THEIR ABILITY TO DEMOCRATIZE AND MODERNIZE THEMSELVES, AND THUS 

GUARANTEE THEIR INTERNAL STABILITY. INCREASING IMPORTANCE OF THE 

MIDDLE POWERS COULD POTENTIALLY HAVE TWO CONSEQUENCES: RISING 

RIVALRY AMONG THEM AS WELL AS BETWEEN THEM AND THE GREAT POWERS 

OR A DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THEM. 

LAURA NEAK HAS THE SAME OPINION WHEN SHE STATED THAT: 

ALTHOUGH THERE IS SOME CONCEPTUAL AMBIGUITY 

SURROUNDING THE TERM MIDDLE POWER, MIDDLE POWERS 

ARE IDENTIFIED MOST OFTEN BY THEIR INTERNATIONAL 

BEHAVIOR–CALLED 'MIDDLE POWER DIPLOMACY'—THE 

TENDENCY TO PURSUE MULTILATERAL SOLUTIONS TO 

INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS, THE TENDENCY TO EMBRACE 

COMPROMISE POSITIONS IN INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES, AND 

THE TENDENCY TO EMBRACE NOTIONS OF ‗GOOD 

INTERNATIONAL CITIZENSHIP‘ TO GUIDE...THEIR 

DIPLOMACY. MIDDLE POWERS ARE STATES WHO COMMIT 

THEIR RELATIVE AFFLUENCE, MANAGERIAL SKILLS, AND 

INTERNATIONAL PRESTIGE TO THE PRESERVATION OF THE 

INTERNATIONAL ORDER AND PEACE. MIDDLE POWERS HELP 

TO MAINTAIN THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER THROUGH 

COALITION-BUILDING, BY SERVING AS MEDIATORS AND 

"GO-BETWEENS," AND THROUGH INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT 

MANAGEMENT AND RESOLUTION ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS UN 

PEACEKEEPING (NEAK, 1992). 

MIDDLE POWERS PERFORM THESE INTERNATIONALIST ACTIVITIES BECAUSE OF 

AN ―IDEALISTIC IMPERATIVE‖ (NEAK, 1992) THEY ASSOCIATE WITH BEING A 

MIDDLE POWER. THE IMPERATIVE IS THAT THE MIDDLE POWERS HAVE A MORAL 

RESPONSIBILITY AND COLLECTIVE ABILITY TO PROTECT THE INTERNATIONAL 
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ORDER FROM THOSE WHO WOULD THREATEN IT, INCLUDING, AT TIMES, THE 

GREAT POWERS OR SUPERPOWERS. THIS IMPERATIVE WAS PARTICULARLY 

PROFOUND DURING THE MOST INTENSE PERIODS OF THE COLD WAR. 

BUT BROADLY, MIDDLE POWERS CAN BE DIFFERENTIATED ACCORDING TO 

POTENTIALS, FUNCTIONS AND BEHAVIOR. THE POTENTIALS OR CAPABILITIES OF 

A NATION ARE THE HARD POWER CONSTITUENTS OF THAT NATION WHICH 

INCLUDE THE SIZE AND QUALITY OF ITS MILITARY FORCE (INCLUDING THE 

POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY), THE SIZE AND GROWTH OF ITS 

ECONOMY, THE SIZE AND QUALITY OF ITS POPULATION, AND OTHER MATERIAL 

POWER CHARACTERISTICS. 

SECONDLY, WHEN A MIDDLE POWER IS SAID TO BE A FUNCTIONAL ONE, IT IS 

SEEN AS PROACTIVELY ENGAGED MEMBER OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY IN GLOBAL PROBLEM- MATRIX. A NATION CANNOT TAKE SUCH 

INITIATIVES ON INTRICATE GLOBAL ISSUES AS PEACE AND STABILITY, 

ENVIRONMENT, HUMAN RIGHTS, AND DEVELOPMENT, WITHOUT SUFFICIENT 

WHEREWITHAL. 

FINALLY, THE INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR A NATION DEMONSTRATES IN 

DECLARATIONS OR TAKING LEAD IN GLOBAL DIALOGUES AND ENTERPRISES, ON 

ITS OWN, WHICH DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY INFLUENCE GLOBAL ECONOMIC, 

SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SYSTEM, CAN BE SAID TO BE MIDDLE POWER BY 

INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR.  

2.3 ORIGIN OF MIDDLE POWER STUDIES 
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ON THE ORIGIN OF THE ―MIDDLE POWER‖, RUDD (2006) WRITES THAT IT DATES 

BACK TO THE 15
TH

 AND 16
TH

 CENTURY NORMATIVE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

LITERATURE, WHERE THE MAYOR OF MILAN CLASSIFIED EUROPEAN STATES 

INTO GRANDISSIME (EMPIRES), MEZZANO (MEDIUM) AND PICCOLO (SMALL.)  

IN THE PRE-CONCERT OF EUROPE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, THE TERM, 

―MIDDLE POWER‖, GAINED MORE GROUND AS MANY SCHOLARS CATEGORIZED 

NATIONS OF THE WORLD IN A THREE-STAGE HIERARCHY. THIS SCHEMER WAS 

ESTABLISHED BASED ON THE SIZE, POWER, ECONOMY AND MILITARY 

CAPABILITY OF STATES. DURING THE CONCERT OF EUROPE, ALL COUNTRIES 

WERE SEEN AS EQUAL AND AS SUCH NO COUNTRY WAS A GREAT POWER, 

SUPERPOWER OR SMALL POWER (MAMOSE, 1990). BUT EQUALITY OF STATES 

DURING THIS PERIOD AS IT IS TODAY IS THEORETICAL BECAUSE ANY STRONG 

STATE CAN INVADE OR BULLY A WEAKER ONE. 

BUT WITH THE FORMATION OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND LATER, THE 

UNITED NATIONS, THE CONCEPT OF ‗MIDDLE POWER‘ OR MIDDLE–SIZED 

POWERS BECAME MORE POPULAR, ESPECIALLY WITH CANADIAN AND 

AUSTRALIAN DIPLOMATS AND POLICY-MAKERS THAT REPRESENTED THESE 

NATIONS IN THE SERIES OF CONFERENCES THAT PRODUCED THESE 

ORGANIZATIONS (HOLBRAAD, 1971). DURING THESE PERIODS, THE NATIONAL 

POWER, AND THE CONTRIBUTION SUCH COUNTRIES MADE IN RESOLVING THE 

TWO WORLD WARS AND THEIR EXPERTISE ON INTERNATIONAL CONFLICT 

MEDIATION WERE THE CREDENTIALS FORWARDED BY TO CLAIM THE POSITION 

OF A MIDDLE POWER. HOWEVER, ACCORDING TO JOHN W. HOLMES, THE NON-
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PERMANENT MEMBERSHIP OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND THE ―BLOC 

REALITIES‖ OF COLD WAR MADE THE ACTUALIZATION OF THIS STANDARD 

IMPOSSIBLE AS AN OFFICIAL GRADING OF COUNTRIES (HOLMES 1965). 

AFTER 1945, COUNTRIES WITH RELATIVE NATIONAL POWER STANDARDS 

STARTED PROJECTING THEIR IMAGES AS MIDDLE POWERS THROUGH 

SPECIALIZED ACTIVITIES IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA, RANGING FROM 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS, CONFLICT MEDIATION, DECOLONIZATION 

CAMPAIGNS, HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY PROMOTION TO DISARMAMENT, 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND DEFORESTATION (HOLBRAAD, 1971; HOLMES, 1965; 

MAMOSE, 1990; YAMASAKI, 2009. CANADA LED THE CHARGE BY MEDIATING IN 

SEVERAL CONFLICT SITUATIONS BETWEEN AND AMONG COUNTRIES. THE 1952 

SUEZ CRISIS WAS A MAJOR FEAT FOR CANADIAN DIPLOMACY AND SINCE THEN, 

CANADIAN POLICY MAKERS AND DIPLOMATS HAVE SEEN AND PORTRAYED 

THEIR COUNTRY AS NEXT TO THE GREAT POWERS–THE BIG 5. 

THE WAVE OF INDEPENDENCE IN THE 1960S BROUGHT COUNTRIES, WHICH 

LATER BECAME REGIONAL POWERS, AND AS SUCH, ENTERED THE FOLK OF 

MIDDLE POWERS, BASED ON THEIR NATIONAL POWER CONSTITUENTS AND THE 

CAUSES THEY ADVOCATE ON THE WORLD STAGE (OJIGBO 1982; IKOKU 1981; 

NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT SUPPLEMENT, 1991; SHAGARI 1981. NIGERIA‘S 

ECONOMIC BOOM, POPULATION AND STRATEGIC ROLE IN AFRICA, INFORMED 

HER LEADERSHIP OF DECOLONIZATION AND ITS CAMPAIGNS. ALONGSIDE 

OTHER THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES, NIGERIA PUSHED FOR A NEW WORLD 

ECONOMIC ORDER. 
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YAMASAKI (2009) DISTINGUISHES THE USAGES OF A SELF-PROFESSED MIDDLE 

POWER ON THE ONE HAND, AND A RECOGNIZED MIDDLE POWER, ON THE OTHER. 

A SELF-PROFESSED MIDDLE POWER IS THAT NATION WHICH TAKES LEAD IN 

―MEDIATION‖ ACTIVITIES; WHICH IS SEEN AS NEUTRAL OR MODERATE IN 

TENSIONS BETWEEN WEST AND EAST OR AS A COUNTRY WHICH SERVES A 

BRIDGE BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IN NORTH-SOUTH 

ISSUES OR BEING A REGIONAL LEADER. HERE, IMPERIAL STATE OF IRAN 

PROCLAIMED SUCH POSITION AS THE ―POLICE‖ OF THE PERSIAN GULF. NIGERIA 

ALSO FALLS INTO THIS GROUP AS MOST OF ITS FOREIGN POLICY DECLARATIONS 

DEPICT THAT OF A REGIONAL POLICE AND STABILIZER.  

A RECOGNIZED MIDDLE POWER, ON THE OTHER HAND, IS RECOGNIZED TO BE 

SUCH BASED ON ITS INTERNATIONAL ROLES AND DIPLOMATIC BEHAVIOR. HERE 

ALSO, NIGERIA‘S USE OF INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS TO STOP APARTHEID IN 

THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN REGION AND HER SPEARHEADING THE 

ESTABLISHMENT OF REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE ORGANIZATION OF 

AFRICAN UNITY (OAU, NOW AFRICAN UNION), ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST 

AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS), G-77, ARE CASES IN POINT. JAPAN‘S ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND HUMAN SECURITY INITIATIVE PUT HER INTO THIS 

CATEGORY.  

2.4 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND POWER POLITICS 

REALISM IS THE MOST DOMINANT THEORY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (IR). 

ALTHOUGH THERE ARE OTHER THEORIES OF IR, REALISM IS THE MOST 

INFLUENTIAL THEORY THAT STUDIES POWER. THUCYDIDES, THE ANCIENT 
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GREEK PHILOSOPHER EXPLAINED ATHENS BULLYING OF THE TINY ISLAND OF 

MELOS IN 400BC STATED THAT ―THE STRONG DO WHAT THEY WANT AND THE 

WEAK ENDURE THE CONSEQUENCES‖ (QUOTED IN GRAST, 1989). THIS IS GRAPHIC 

EXPLANATION ABOUT POWER. ACCORDING TO JOHN MEARSHEIMER 

―CALCULATIONS ABOUT POWER LIE AT THE HEART OF HOW STATES THINK 

ABOUT THE WORLD AROUND THEM‖. POWER THEREFORE IS CENTRAL TO THE 

REALIST DISCOURSE OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. CRITICS OF REALISM AS A 

THEORY OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS CHARGE THAT ALL THE REALISTS 

HAVE A UNIFORM UNDERSTANDING OF POWER. HOWEVER, THE DIFFERENT 

BROAD STRANDS OF VIEWS –THE CLASSICAL AND STRUCTURAL– WITHIN THE 

REALIST SCHOOL SUGGEST THAT THE REALIST HOLD DIFFERENT PERCEPTIONS 

ON THE ROLE OF POWER IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS (SCHMIT, 2005; DUNNE 

AND SCHMIT, 2005). FOR EXAMPLE, SCHMIT (2005), EXPLAINED THAT REALISM 

BROADLY IS CONCERNED WITH DEFINING POWER, WHO HAS POWER, THE 

EFFECTS OF POWER AND THE BEHAVIOR OF ACTORS IN THE STRUGGLE FOR 

POWER, AND FINALLY, HOW CAPABILITIES AND INFLUENCE MANIFEST. 

2.4.1 CLASSICAL REALISM AND INTERNATIONAL POWER POLITICS 

POWER IS THE MAIN OBJECTIVE IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. MORGENTHAU 

(1985) ASSERTED THAT ―INTERNATIONAL POLITICS, LIKE ALL POLITICS, IS THE 

STRUGGLE OF POWER‖ AND THAT ―WHATEVER THE ULTIMATE AIMS OF 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS, POWER IS ALWAYS THE IMMEDIATE AIM.‖ E. H. CARR 

AGREED WITH HANS MORGENTHAU THAT ―POLITICS ARE, THEN, IN ONE SENSE 

ALWAYS POWER POLITICS‖ (CARR, 1946). WRITING BEFORE CARR (1946) AND 
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MORGENTHAU (1985), FREDERICK SCHUMAN (1933) ALSO ESTABLISHED THAT 

POWER IS INDISPENSABLE IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. HE STATED THAT ―ALL 

POLITICS IS A STRUGGLE FOR POWER, BUT WHILE POWER IS SOUGHT IN 

DOMESTIC POLITICS AS A MEANS TOWARDS OTHER ENDS, POWER IS SOUGHT AS 

AN END IN ITSELF IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS‖. THEREFORE, POWER IS 

CRUCIAL IN DOMESTIC AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL POLITICS.  

MORGENTHAU (1985) DEFINED POWER BY CONSIDERING THE RELATIONAL 

ASPECTS OF POWER AND THE ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER. MORGENTHAU 

ARGUES THAT ―WHEN WE SPEAK OF POWER, WE MEAN MAN‘S CONTROL OVER 

THE MINDS AND ACTIONS OF OTHER MEN‖. HE THEN DEFINES POWER AS ―A 

PSYCHOLOGICAL RELATION BETWEEN THOSE WHO EXERCISE IT AND THOSE 

OVER WHOM IT IS EXERCISED.‖ THIS PERSPECTIVE IS CLOSE TO MAX WEBER‘S 

DEFINITION OF POWER AS ―THE PROBABILITY THAT ONE ACTOR WITHIN A 

SOCIAL RELATIONSHIP WILL BE IN A POSITION TO CARRY OUT HIS OWN WILL 

DESPITE RESISTANCE, REGARDLESS OF THE BASIS ON WHICH THIS PROBABILITY 

RESTS‖ (WEBER, 1947). THEREFORE, MORGENTHAU DEMONSTRATED HOW 

INDIVIDUAL AND STATE POLITICAL ACTORS ARE ABLE TO INDUCE A CERTAIN 

BEHAVIOR OR CHANGE THAT IS FAVORABLE TO THE POWERFUL.  

MORGENTHAU, HOWEVER, MADE A NOTE OF CAUTION THAT POLITICAL POWER 

AND PHYSICAL FORCE ARE TWO DIFFERENT THINGS. HE CONTENDS THAT 

POLITICAL POWER IS THE USE OF THREAT OF FORCE AND VIOLENCE TO ACHIEVE 

CERTAIN POLITICAL OBJECTIVES WHILE THE ACTUAL USE OF PHYSICAL FORCE 
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IS ―ABDICATION OF POLITICAL POWER IN FAVOR OF MILITARY OR PSEUDO-

MILITARY POWER‖. 

E. H. CARR ALSO VIEW INTERNATIONAL POLITICS AS INTRICATELY WOVEN WITH 

POWER POLITICS. CARR MAINTAINED THAT POWER WAS CONJOINED WITH 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS BUT FOR THE PURPOSE OF ANALYSIS, IT CAN BE 

DIVIDED INTO THREE CATEGORIES: MILITARY POWER, ECONOMIC POWER, AND 

POWER OVER OPINION (CARR, 1946). CARR CONTENDED THAT MILITARY POWER 

WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT FORM OF POWER IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 

BECAUSE WHEN WAR BREAKS OUT, MILITARY POWER IS THE MOST IMPORTANT. 

CARR ELUCIDATED THAT ―THE SUPREME IMPORTANCE OF THE MILITARY 

INSTRUMENT LIES IN THE FACT THAT THE ULTIMA RATIO OF POWER IN 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IS WAR‖ (CARR, 1946). HE ALSO REVEALED THAT 

ECONOMIC POWER IS NEXT IN IMPORTANCE TO MILITARY POWER BECAUSE IT IS 

USED TO PROVIDE AND SERVICE MILITARY POWER. CARR THEN SETTLED THAT 

MILITARY POWER IS THE MOST ESSENTIAL ELEMENT IN THE LIFE OF THE STATE 

THAT IT IS BOTH A MEANS AND AN END IN ITSELF.  

THEREFORE, CLASSICAL REALISTS BELIEVE THAT THE ESSENTIAL CONTINUITY 

OF POLITICS AS A PERMANENT STRUGGLE FOR POWER SHOOTS FROM THE 

ULTIMATE HUMAN DRIVE FOR POWER. ONE OF MORGENTHAU‘S CORE 

ASSUMPTIONS ABOUT HUMAN NATURE WAS THAT ALL MEN HELD AN 

INSATIABLE ―LUST FOR POWER‖. ACCORDING TO MORGENTHAU, ―MAN IS A 

POLITICAL ANIMAL BY NATURE‖ WHO ―IS BORN TO SEEK POWER‖ 

(MORGENTHAU, 1946). MORGENTHAU FURTHER ARGUED THAT DESPITE THE 
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FACT THAT MEN SEEK POWER, THE REALITY IS THAT OTHER MEN ARE ―SLAVE 

TO THE POWER OTHERS‖. HE ASCRIBED THAT DESIRE FOR POWER IN MEN IS AN 

OUTCOME OF THE DRIVE BY MEN TO SURVIVE AND ‗ANIMUS DOMINANDI‘. 

WHILE THE FORMER IS THE NEED TO SECURE VITAL NEEDS SUCH AS FOOD, 

SHELTER, AND SEX, THE LATTER IS THE DESIRE BY MEN TO DOMINATE OTHER 

MEN WHICH STEMS FROM THE SCARCITY AND COMPETITION FOR THE LIMITED 

RESOURCES. MORGETHAU CONCLUDES THAT ―WHILE MAN‘S VITAL NEEDS ARE 

CAPABLE OF SATISFACTION, HIS LUST FOR POWER WOULD BE SATISFIED ONLY 

IF THE LAST MAN BECAME AN OBJECT OF HIS DOMINATION, THERE BEING 

NOBODY ABOVE OR BESIDE HIM, THAT IS, IF HE BECAME LIKE GOD‖ 

(MORGENTHAU, 1946). 

FINALLY, HANS J. MORGENTHAU ARGUED THAT THE SUPPOSITION THAT MAN‘S 

INHERENT LUST FOR POWER CAN BE USED TO STUDY THE STATES‘ BEHAVIOR. 

THE ―UBIQUITY OF THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER IN ALL SOCIAL RELATIONS ON 

ALL LEVELS OF SOCIAL ORGANIZATION‖, MORGENTHAU CONCLUDES THAT 

―INTERNATIONAL POLITICS IS OF NECESSITY POWER POLITICS‖. JUST LIKE 

INDIVIDUALS, HE CLAIMED, THE GOAL OF EVERY STATE WAS TO MAXIMIZE 

POWER TO THE OPTIMAL LEVEL. HE VIEWED THE ACTIVITY OF INTERNATIONAL 

POLITICS ―AS A CONTINUING EFFORT TO MAINTAIN AND TO INCREASE THE 

POWER OF ONE‘S OWN NATION AND TO KEEP IN CHECK OR REDUCE THE POWER 

OF OTHER NATIONS‖. MORGENTHAU LIKENED THE THREE BASIC PATTERNS OF 

THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER AMONG STATES – KEEPING POWER (STATUS QUO), 

INCREASING POWER (IMPERIALISM), AND DEMONSTRATING POWER (PRESTIGE) – 
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TO MAN‘S LUST FOR POWER THAT IS MANIFEST IN THE ―DESIRE TO MAINTAIN 

THE RANGE OF ONE‘S OWN PERSON WITH REGARD TO OTHERS, TO INCREASE IT, 

OR TO DEMONSTRATE IT‖. ACCORDING TO THIS VIEW, INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 

IS A CONTINUOUS STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE STATUS QUO AND REVISIONIST 

POWERS. 

 

 

2.4.2 STRUCTURAL REALISM AND INTERNATIONAL POWER POLITICS 

STRUCTURAL REALISTS AGREE WITH CLASSICAL REALISTS THAT THE REALM OF 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS IS A CONTINUOUS STRUGGLE FOR POWER. HOWEVER, 

THEY DISCARD THE CLASSICAL NOTION THAT CERTAIN TENDENCIES FOUND IN 

THE NATURE OF MAN PROPEL THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER. WALTZ (1979), FOR 

EXAMPLE, PENS THAT ―INTERNATIONAL POLITICS IS THE REALM OF POWER, OF 

STRUGGLE, AND OF ACCOMMODATION‖. ANOTHER SCHOLAR THAT IS SEEN TO 

BE A STRUCTURAL REALIST, THOMAS HOBBES, ALSO ARGUED THAT IN THE 

ABSENCE OF AN OVERARCHING POWER HUMAN BEINGS DISPLAY ―A PERPETUAL 

AND RESTLESS DESIRE FOR POWER AFTER POWER, THAT CEASETH ONLY IN 

DEATH‖ (HOBBES, 1985). THOMAS HOBBES CONTENDS THAT THE DESIRE ―FOR 

POWER AFTER POWER‖ BY MAN WAS NEITHER THE RESULT OF GREED NOR 

DRIVE FOR THE DOMINATION OF OTHERS, BUT ―BECAUSE HE (MAN) CANNOT 

ASSURE THE POWER AND MEANS TO LIVE WELL, WHICH HE HATH PRESENT, 

WITHOUT THE ACQUISITION OF MORE‖ (HOBBES, 1985, BRACKETS MINE). 
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WALTZ EXPOUNDS THAT ―FROM THE VANTAGE POINT OF NEOREALIST THEORY, 

COMPETITION AND CONFLICT AMONG STATES STEM DIRECTLY FROM THE TWIN 

FACTS OF LIFE UNDER CONDITIONS OF ANARCHY: STATES IN AN ANARCHIC 

ORDER MUST PROVIDE FOR THEIR OWN SECURITY, AND THREATS OR SEEMING 

THREATS TO THEIR SECURITY ABOUND‖ (WALTZ, 1979). STRUCTURAL REALISTS 

MAINTAIN THAT SELF-HELP IS NECESSARILY THE PRINCIPLE OF ACTION IN A 

SITUATION WHERE THERE IS NOT OVERARCHING STRUCTURE OR AUTHORITY. 

ANOTHER STRUCTURAL REALIST, NICHOLAS SPYKMAN SAW THAT IN AN 

ANARCHICAL INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY, ―EACH INDIVIDUAL STATE HAS TO 

CONTINUE TO DEFEND FOR ITS VERY EXISTENCE, AS MUCH AS FOR THE 

ENJOYMENT OF ITS RIGHTS AND THE PROTECTION OF ITS INTERESTS, 

PRIMARILY ON ITS OWN STRENGTH OR THAT OF ITS PROTECTORS‖ (SPYKMAN, 

1942). STATES THEREFORE HAVE TO BE ABLE TO BE READY AT ALL TIMES TO 

DEFEND THEIR SOVEREIGNTY BECAUSE OTHER STATES MAY ATTACK THEM AT 

ANY TIME. 

STRUCTURAL REALISTS ALSO ARGUE THAT THE MOST IMPORTANT MEASURE 

THAT A STATE CAN TAKE TO HELP GUARANTEE ITS OWN SURVIVAL IS TO 

ACCUMULATE A SUFFICIENT AMOUNT OF POWER. ACCORDING TO GILPIN, 

―POWER REFERS SIMPLY TO THE MILITARY, ECONOMIC, AND TECHNOLOGICAL 

CAPABILITIES OF STATES‖ (GILPIN, 1981). HOWEVER, WALT AND OTHER 

STRUCTURAL REALISTS SEE THE DISTRIBUTION OF CAPABILITIES IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM AS THE KEY INDEPENDENT VARIABLE TO EXPLAINING 

INTERNATIONAL OUTCOMES SUCH AS WARS, ALLIANCES, AND THE OPERATION 
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OF THE BALANCE OF POWER. THIS PROMPTS THE QUESTION ABOUT EFFECT THE 

INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF POWER HAS ON STATES‘ BEHAVIOR. 

PARTICULARLY, WALT (2002) OBSERVES THAT GREAT POWERS ARE ALWAYS 

SENSITIVE TO THE CAPABILITIES OF OTHER STATES. IN ORDER TO ENSURE THEIR 

OWN SURVIVAL IN A SELF-HELP ENVIRONMENT, STRUCTURAL REALISTS 

ASSUME THAT PRUDENT STATES WILL ONLY SEEK AN APPROPRIATE AMOUNT 

OF POWER. ACCORDING TO THEM, POWER IS A MEANS TO THE END OF 

SECURITY. 

SO, POWER IS A CENTRAL CONCEPT OF REALISM AND MEARSHEIMER (2001) 

CONCEDES THAT IT IS ONLY BY CLEARLY DEFINING POWER THAT WE CAN 

UNDERSTAND THE BEHAVIOR OF THE GREAT POWERS. LIKE WALTZ, 

MEARSHEIMER RECOMMENDS THE ELEMENTS OF THE NATIONAL POWER 

APPROACH AND DEFINES POWER AS ―NOTHING MORE THAN SPECIFIC ASSETS OR 

MATERIAL RESOURCES THAT ARE AVAILABLE TO A STATE‖. UNLIKE WALTZ, 

HOWEVER, HE DEVOTES GREATER ATTENTION TO DISCUSSING THESE ELEMENTS 

AND ATTEMPTS TO PROVIDE A RELIABLE WAY TO MEASURE STATE POWER. 

MEARSHEIMER DISTINGUISHED BETWEEN TWO KINDS OF STATE POWER: 

MILITARY POWER AND LATENT POWER. THE ESSENCE OF A STATE‘S EFFECTIVE 

POWER IS ITS MILITARY POWER, BASED LARGELY ON THE SIZE AND STRENGTH 

OF THE ARMY, AS IT COMPARES TO THE MILITARY FORCES OF OTHER STATES. 

NEVERTHELESS, BY ENDORSING THE VIEW THAT POWER IS EQUIVALENT TO THE 

POSSESSION OF TANGIBLE RESOURCES, BOTH WALTZ AND MEARSHEIMER 

OVERLOOK THE EXTENT TO WHICH POWER IS A MATTER OF PERCEPTION.  
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IN SUMMARY, REALISTS ARE THE THEORISTS OF POWER POLITICS. THE IMAGE 

OF STATES PERPETUALLY STRUGGLING FOR POWER AND SECURITY PROVIDES 

THE FOUNDATION OF THE REALIST ANALYSIS OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. 

THEREFORE, AS NOTED BY STEPHEN WALT, ―THE CONCEPT OF POWER IS 

CENTRAL TO REALIST THEORY, YET THERE IS STILL LITTLE AGREEMENT ON 

HOW IT SHOULD BE CONCEIVED AND MEASURED‖ (WALT, 2002). NEVERTHELESS, 

THERE IS A DEGREE OF CONSENSUS ON HOW THEY DEFINE POWER. ALTHOUGH 

CLASSICAL REALISTS, AND MORGENTHAU IN PARTICULAR, DEFINED POWER IN 

TERMS OF BOTH THE RELATIONAL AND ELEMENTS OF THE NATIONAL POWER 

APPROACH, THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF REALISTS IN ALL THREE 

CATEGORIES ENDORSE THE LATTER VIEW. EVEN THOUGH THERE IS 

DISAGREEMENT ON THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO 

THE POWER OF A STATE, REALISTS HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT TO INFER THE 

POWER OF A PARTICULAR STATE BASED SOLELY ON ITS ABILITY TO INFLUENCE 

OR CONTROL THE ACTIONS OF ANOTHER STATE. 

NEVERTHELESS, THERE IS A DEGREE OF CONSENSUS ON HOW THEY DEFINE 

POWER. ALTHOUGH CLASSICAL REALISTS, AND MORGENTHAU IN PARTICULAR, 

DEFINED POWER IN TERMS OF BOTH THE RELATIONAL AND ELEMENTS OF THE 

NATIONAL POWER APPROACH, THE OVERWHELMING MAJORITY OF REALISTS IN 

ALL THREE CATEGORIES ENDORSE THE LATTER VIEW. EVEN THOUGH THERE IS 

DISAGREEMENT ON THE MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENTS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO 

THE POWER OF A STATE, REALISTS HAVE BEEN RELUCTANT TO INFER THE 
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POWER OF A PARTICULAR STATE BASED SOLELY ON ITS ABILITY TO INFLUENCE 

OR CONTROL THE ACTIONS OF ANOTHER STATE. 

INSTEAD, REALISTS HAVE DEFINED POWER IN TERMS OF THE POSSESSION OF 

MATERIAL RESOURCES. BY REFUSING TO DEFINE POWER IN A RELATIONAL 

MANNER, AND BY INSISTING THAT POWER IS LARGELY FUNGIBLE ACROSS 

DIVERSE ISSUE AREAS, REALISTS CONTINUE TO BE VULNERABLE TO A WIDE 

RANGE OF CRITICISMS (BALDWIN, 2002; KEOHANE, 1983). IN ADDITION TO 

DEFINING POWER IN TERMS OF THE POSSESSION OF MATERIAL RESOURCES, 

THERE IS A GENERAL TENDENCY AMONG REALISTS TO ASSOCIATE POWER WITH 

MILITARY MIGHT. WHILE NOT TAKING THEM TO BE SYNONYMOUS, REALISTS DO 

REGARD WAR-FIGHTING ABILITY TO BE THE ESSENCE OF STATE POWER. POWER 

IS LARGELY DEFINED IN MILITARY TERMS BY REALISTS BECAUSE THEY 

BELIEVE THAT FORCE IS THE ULTIMA RATIO OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS.  

AND YET, IN THE END, AND NOTWITHSTANDING ALL OF THE CONCEPTUAL AND 

MEASUREMENT DIFFICULTIES IDENTIFIED BY THE CRITICS, THE ESSENCE OF THE 

REALIST CONCEPTION OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS AS FUNDAMENTALLY 

DETERMINED BY THE STRUGGLE FOR POWER SEEMS, FOR MANY, TO BE 

INTUITIVELY CORRECT.  

WHEN JOSEPH S. NYE JR., WHO HAS BEEN A VOCAL CRITIC OF REALISM, ASKED 

THE FORMER UNITED STATES SECRETARY OF DEFENSE DONALD RUMSFELD 

ABOUT THE CONCEPT OF ―SOFT POWER,‖ RUMSFELD REPLIED ―I DON‘T KNOW 

WHAT ‗SOFT POWER‘ IS‖ (TRAUB. 2005). 
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ONE OF THE MAIN CRITICISMS THAT THE EARLY GENERATION OF REALISTS PUT 

FORWARD AGAINST THE SCHOLARS OF THE INTERWAR PERIOD WAS THAT THEY 

HAD NEGLECTED THE IMPORTANT ROLE OF POWER IN INTERNATIONAL 

POLITICS. THE MOST FAMOUS CRITIQUE OF THE INTERWAR SCHOLARS‘ FAILURE 

TO RECOGNIZE THE CENTRALITY OF POWER WAS PROVIDED BY E.H. CARR. HE 

EXPOUNDED THAT HE HAD WRITTEN THE BOOK ―WITH THE DELIBERATE AIM OF 

COUNTERACTING THE GLARING AND DANGEROUS DEFECT OF NEARLY ALL 

THINKING, BOTH ACADEMIC AND POPULAR, ABOUT INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 

IN ENGLISH-SPEAKING COUNTRIES FROM 1919 TO 1939 – THE ALMOST TOTAL 

NEGLECT OF THE FACTOR OF POWER‖ (CARR, 1946).  

THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP THAT EXISTS BETWEEN THE REALIST SCHOOL AND 

THE CONCEPT OF POWER STEMS FROM ITS BASIC PERCEPTION: CONFLICT AND 

COMPETITION ARE INTRINSIC TO THE PRACTICE OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. 

BARRY BUZAN (1996) ASSERTS THAT THE FOCUS ON POWER POLITICS PROVIDES 

THE APPARENT CONTINUITY OF THE REALIST TRADITION. HOWEVER, THERE 

ARE IMPORTANT DISAGREEMENTS AMONG REALISTS THEMSELVES ON THE BEST 

WAY TO CONCEPTUALIZE AND MEASURE POWER. SOME REALISTS DEFINE 

POWER IN TERMS OF MEASURABLE ATTRIBUTES, SUCH AS THE SIZE OF A 

COUNTRY‘S POPULATION AND MILITARY FORCES, WHILE OTHERS DEFINE 

POWER IN A RELATIONAL MANNER AS THE ABILITY TO EXERCISE INFLUENCE 

OVER OTHER ACTORS IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM. POWER IS CONSIDERED 

BY SOME REALISTS TO BE AN END IN ITSELF, WHILE OTHERS ASSERT THAT IT IS 

A MEANS TO AN END. THE BEHAVIOR OF THE STATE AS A SELF-SEEKING 
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EGOMANIAC IS SEEN TO BE A REFLECTION OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE 

PEOPLE THAT COMPRISE THE STATE. FOR CLASSICAL REALISTS, HUMAN 

NATURE IS WHAT EXPLAINS WHY INTERNATIONAL POLITICS IS NECESSARILY 

POWER POLITICS. THIS REDUCTION OF THE DRIVING FORCE BEHIND 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS TO A CONDITION OF HUMAN NATURE IS ONE OF THE 

DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS OF CLASSICAL REALISM AND IS MOST FAMOUSLY 

REPRESENTED IN THE WORK OF HANS J. MORGENTHAU. MORGENTHAU HELD 

THAT ―POLITICS, LIKE SOCIETY IN GENERAL, IS GOVERNED BY OBJECTIVE LAWS 

THAT HAVE THEIR ROOTS IN HUMAN NATURE‖ (MORGENTHAU, 1985).  

STRUCTURAL REALISM SHIFTS THE FOCUS AWAY FROM THE LAWS OF HUMAN 

NATURE AND ARGUES THAT THE POWER-SEEKING BEHAVIOR OF STATES IS A 

FUNCTION OF INTERNATIONAL ANARCHY. FOR STRUCTURAL REALISTS, WHO 

ARE INFLUENCED BY THOMAS HOBBES, THE CONDITION OF ANARCHY – THAT IS, 

THE FACT THAT THERE IS NO ‗HIGHER POWER‘ TO ENSURE THE PEACE AMONG 

SOVEREIGN STATES – IS OFTEN VIEWED AS SYNONYMOUS WITH A STATE OF 

WAR. STRUCTURAL REALISTS ARGUE THAT BECAUSE THERE IS ALWAYS THE 

POSSIBILITY THAT ANY PARTICULAR STATE MAY RESORT TO FORCE, THE 

OUTBREAK OF WAR IS A LIKELY SCENARIO IN AN ANARCHICAL ENVIRONMENT. 

ACCORDING TO WALTZ, ANARCHY PREVENTS STATES FROM ENTERING INTO CO-

OPERATIVE AGREEMENTS TO END THE STATE OF WAR. MOREOVER, WALTZ 

ARGUES THAT IT IS THE STRUCTURE OF THE SYSTEM THAT COMPELS STATES TO 

SEEK POWER.  
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ANOTHER KEY OBSTACLE IN THE ENDEAVOR TO MAKE POWER THE CENTRAL 

FOCUS IN IR IS THE DIFFICULTY OF REACHING A CONSENSUS ON THE MOST 

APPROPRIATE WAY TO DEFINE AND MEASURE SUCH AN ELUSIVE CONCEPT. 

POWER, LIKE A HOST OF OTHER IMPORTANT CONCEPTS IN IR, IS AN 

ESSENTIALLY CONTESTED CONCEPT – IT MEANS QUITE DIFFERENT THINGS TO 

DIFFERENT PEOPLE. DAVID BALDWIN DESCRIBES THE TWO DOMINANT 

TRADITIONS OF POWER ANALYSIS IN IR ―IN TERMS OF THE ELEMENTS OF THE 

NATIONAL POWER APPROACH, WHICH DEPICTS POWER AS RESOURCES, AND THE 

RELATIONAL POWER APPROACH, WHICH DEPICTS POWER AS AN ACTUAL OR 

POTENTIAL RELATIONSHIP‖ (BALDWIN, 2002). PROPONENTS OF THE ELEMENTS 

OF THE NATIONAL POWER APPROACH EQUATE POWER WITH THE POSSESSION OF 

SPECIFIC RESOURCES. ALL OF THE IMPORTANT RESOURCES +THAT A STATE 

POSSESSES ARE TYPICALLY COMBINED IN SOME FASHION TO DETERMINE ITS 

OVERALL AGGREGATE POWER. THE RESOURCES THAT ARE MOST OFTEN USED 

AS AN INDICATOR OF NATIONAL POWER INCLUDE THE LEVEL OF MILITARY 

EXPENDITURE, SIZE OF THE ARMED FORCES, GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, SIZE 

OF TERRITORY, AND POPULATION. ONE OF THE DIFFICULTIES WITH THE 

ELEMENTS OF THE NATIONAL POWER APPROACH IS THE ISSUE OF POWER 

CONVERSION; THAT IS ―THE CAPACITY TO CONVERT POTENTIAL POWER, AS 

MEASURED BY RESOURCES, TO REALIZED POWER, AS MEASURED BY THE 

CHANGED BEHAVIOR OF OTHERS‖. IN THE END, IT IS NOT THE MERE POSSESSION 

OF POWER RESOURCES THAT MATTERS, BUT THE ABILITY TO CONVERT THESE 

INTO ACTUAL INFLUENCE. AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE POWER AS RESOURCES 
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APPROACH IS THE RELATIONAL POWER APPROACH THAT WAS CHAMPIONED BY 

BEHAVIORAL ORIENTED POLITICAL SCIENTISTS DURING THE 1950S AND 1960S. 

ACCORDING TO ROBERT DAHL, WHO WAS AN INFLUENTIAL ADVOCATE OF THE 

RELATIONAL CONCEPTION OF POWER, ―A HAS POWER OVER B TO THE EXTENT 

THAT HE CAN GET B TO DO SOMETHING THAT B WOULD NOT OTHERWISE DO‖ 

(DAHL, 1957). FUNDAMENTAL TO THE RELATIONAL CONCEPTION OF POWER IS 

THE ABILITY TO DEMONSTRATE A CHANGE IN OUTCOMES. ACCORDING TO THIS 

VIEW, POWER IS A PROCESS OF INTERACTION WHEREBY A STATE IS ABLE TO 

EXERCISE INFLUENCE OVER THE ACTIONS OF ANOTHER STATE. POWER AS A SET 

OF RESOURCES IS DEEMED TO BE LESS IMPORTANT THAN THE ACTUAL ABILITY 

OF ACTOR A TO CHANGE THE BEHAVIOR OF ACTOR B. 

2.5 THE INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF POWER 

REALISM OBSERVES THAT INTERNATIONAL POLITICS OR THE BEHAVIOR OF 

STATES TOWARDS EACH OTHER IS BASED ON THE CONSTANT STRUGGLE FOR 

POWER. WALTZ STATES: "SO LONG AS THE NOTION OF SELF-HELP PERSISTS, THE 

AIM OF MAINTAINING THE POWER POSITION OF THE NATION IS PARAMOUNT TO 

ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS" (WALTZ, 1979). IN THISWAY, INTERNATIONAL 

POLITICSIS ESSENTIALLY POWER POLITICS AND RELATIONS. IN ORDER TO 

CONTAINPOTENTIAL ABUSE OF POWER, THE BALANCE OF 

POWERTHEREFOREBECOMES IMPERATIVE THE REALIST PERSPECTIVE OF 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. THE BALANCE OF POWER CANBE UNDERSTOOD BY 

DEFINING POWER (KAUPPI AND VIOTTI, 1999). MORGENTHAU'S POLITICS AMONG 

NATIONS PROVIDES THIS WITHIN THE FIELD OF INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
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BYTRANSFORMING ‖ IDEALIST ADVOCACY TO REALIST ANALYSIS," (BRECHER 

AND HARVEY, 2002).  

MORGENTHAU DEFINES POWER BASICALLY AS MAN'S CONTROL OVER THE 

MINDS AND ACTIONS OF OTHER MEN OR THE ABILITY TO CONVINCE PEOPLE TO 

BEHAVE IN A CERTAIN WAY. IN MILITARY TERMS, HE SEES POWER AS EITHER 

THE THREAT OF THE USE OF FORCE OR THE ACTUAL USE OF FORCE IN WAR. HE 

ALSO BELIEVES THAT THE USE OF POWER CAN BE LEGITIMATE OR 

ILLEGITIMATE, DEPENDING ON THE EXISTENCE OR NOT OF MORAL AND LEGAL 

JUSTIFICATIONS (MORGENTHAU, 1985). MORE IMPORTANTLY, HE STYLES 

THATPOWER IS RELATIVE, THAT IS: THE POWER OF ONE STATE IS EVALUATED IN 

"TERMS OF ITS CAPABILITIES RELATIVE TO THE CAPABILITIES OF OTHER 

STATES" (KAUPPI AND VIOTTI, 1999). DESPITE MORGENTHAU'S EFFORTS TO 

CLARIFY THE CONCEPT OF POWER, THERE IS NO AGREEMENT ON THE 

DEFINITION OF POWER AMONG REALISTS. SOME REALISTS VIEW POWER AS 

ABSOLUTE, OTHERS AS RELATIVE (KAUPPI AND VIOTTI, 1999). SO,DEFINITION OF 

POWER IS AS FLUID AS THERE ARE MANY DIFFERENT WAYS TO DEFINE IT 

DEPENDING ON THE INDICES A PARTICULAR SCHOLAR USES. THIS THEREFORE 

FORMS PART OF THE PROBLEMS INDEFINING WHAT THE BALANCE OF POWER IS.  

ACCORDING TO MORGENTHAU, THE BALANCE OF POWER CAN BE UNDERSTOOD 

AS A SITUATION OR AS A POLICY. AS A SITUATION, THE BALANCE OF POWER 

COULD BE IN EQUILIBRIUM OR DISEQUILIBRIUM. A BALANCE OF POWER IN 

EQUILIBRIUM REFERS TO CONDITIONS WHEREBY THE POWER OF ONE STATE OR 

SET OF STATES IS LITERALLY "BALANCED" BY THE EQUIVALENT POWER OF 
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ANOTHER STATE OR SET OF STATES (CLAUDE, 1962), AS IT MAY HAVE BEEN THE 

CASE DURING THE COLD WAR BETWEEN THE U.S.A. AND THE SOVIET UNION OR 

NATO AND THE WARSAW PACT. A BALANCE OF POWER IN DISEQUILIBRIUM 

DESCRIBES A CONDITION IN WHICH THE DISTRIBUTION OF POWER AMONG THE 

CONTENDING STATES IS NOT BALANCED (CLAUDE, 1962). THIS CONDITION 

CLEARLY FAVORS THE LEADING HEGEMON AND MAY RESULT IN THE ABUSE OF 

POWER BY THE STRONGEST STATE, "WHICH NEUTRALIZES OTHER STATES" AND 

MAY FEEL "FREE TO BE THE DECIDING FORCE AND THE DECIDING VOICE" 

(CLAUDE, 1962). THIS SEEMS TO BE THE CASE WITH THE U.S.A., AFTER THE 

COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET UNION. 

THE BALANCE OF POWER AS A POLICY OFTEN REFERS TO ACTUAL EFFORTS TO 

ENCOURAGE THE PRESERVATION OF EQUILIBRIUM (CLAUDE, 1962). THIS POLICY 

TO REACH EQUILIBRIUM WOULD BE MOST COMMONLY FOUND IN A SYSTEM 

THAT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT UNBALANCED POWER IS UNSAFE (CLAUDE, 1962). 

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE BALANCE OF POWER AS A POLICY COULD ALSO 

PROMOTE DISEQUILIBRIUM: "MORGENTHAU ... ASSERTS THAT IT HAS BEEN 

STANDARD AMERICAN POLICY TO MAINTAIN 'UNCHALLENGEABLE SUPREMACY' 

IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE" (CLAUDE, 1962). FOR MORGENTHAU AND OTHERS 

CLASSICAL REALISTS, HOWEVER, A POLICY OF EQUILIBRIUM IS ESSENTIAL TO 

PRESERVE THE SOVEREIGNTY OF NATIONS AND THE PLURALISTIC NATURE OF 

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM. IN THIS SENSE, THEY BELIEVE THAT THE 

BALANCE OF POWER CAN BE CREATED BY "STATESMEN" (KAUPPI AND VIOTTI, 

1999) AND THAT IT MAY WELL BE NOT ONLY THE BEST, BUT ALSO THE ONLY 
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CHOICE: THE BALANCE OF POWER AND POLICIES AIMING AT THE PRESERVATION 

OF THE INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF POWER ARE NOT ONLY INEVITABLE BUT 

ARE ESSENTIAL STABILIZING FACTOR IN A SOCIETY OF SOVEREIGN NATIONS; 

AND THAT THE INSTABILITY OF THE INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF POWER IS 

DUE NOT TO THE FAULTINESS OF THE PRINCIPLE BUT TO THE PARTICULAR 

CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH THE PRINCIPLE MUST OPERATE IN AS SOCIETY OF 

SOVEREIGN NATIONS (MORGENTHAU, 1985). 

MORGENTHAU FURTHER ARGUES THAT "THE BALANCING PROCESS CAN BE 

CARRIED ON EITHER BY DIMINISHING THE WEIGHT OF THE HEAVIER SCALE OR 

BY INCREASING THE WEIGHT OF THE LIGHTER ONE" (MORGENTHAU, 1985). IN 

THIS CASE, THE BALANCE OF POWER WOULD HAVE TO SIGNIFY A POLICY AIMED 

AT CHANGING THE STATUS QUO OR AT PRESERVING IT. HE OFFERS FOUR WAYS 

IN WHICH THIS BALANCING OF POWER CAN BE DONE. THE FIRST FORM MAKE A 

HOSTILE STATE WEAK BY DIVIDING IT OR KEEPING IT DIVIDED. FOR EXAMPLE, 

"THE SOVIET UNION, FROM THE 1920S TO THE PRESENT, HAS CONSISTENTLY 

OPPOSED ALL PLANS FOR THE UNIFICATION OF WESTERN EUROPE" 

(MORGENTHAU, 1985). THE U.S. INTERVENTION IN AFGHANISTAN AND IRAQ 

COULD PERHAPS BE SEEN IN THE SAME LIGHT. 

THE SECOND MANNER TO CHANGE, MAINTAIN OR RE-ESTABLISH THE BALANCE 

IS THROUGH TERRITORIAL COMPENSATION. DURING THE "LATER PART OF THE 

NINETEENTH AND THE BEGINNING OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY, THE 

PRINCIPLE OF COMPENSATION WAS AGAIN DELIBERATELY APPLIED TO THE 

DISTRIBUTION OF COLONIAL TERRITORIES AND THE DELIMITATION OF 
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COLONIAL OR SEMI-COLONIAL SPHERE OF INFLUENCE" (MORGENTHAU, 1985). 

ALTHOUGH THIS PARTICULAR FORM OF MAINTAINING THE BALANCE AMONG 

EUROPEAN POWERS (AND THEIR DOMINANCE IN THE WORLD) WORKED FOR A 

WHILE, IT SOON LED TO THE FIRST WORLD WAR, BECAUSE OF FUNDAMENTAL 

CONFLICT OF INTERESTS AMONG EUROPEAN POWERS. ONE COULD EVEN ARGUE 

THAT A SIMILAR ATTEMPT TO RE-ESTABLISH THE BALANCE, AFTER THE FIRST 

WORLD WAR, ACTUALLY LED TO THE SECOND WORLD WAR. 

THE THIRD WAY, IN WHICH A POLICY CAN CHANGE, MAINTAIN OR RE-

ESTABLISH THE BALANCE, IS THROUGH ARM RACES OR DISARMAMENT. 

HOWEVER, MORGENTHAU MAINTAINS THAT THE ARMS RACE IS UNSTABLE, 

BECAUSE IT INCREASES "THE BURDEN OF MILITARY PREPARATIONS DEVOURING 

AND EVER GREATER PORTION OF THE NATIONAL BUDGET AND MAKING 

FOREVER DEEPENING FEARS, SUSPICIONS, AND INSECURITY"(MORGENTHAU, 

1985: 200). ON THE OTHER HAND, DISARMAMENT COULD BE A FORM OF RE-

ESTABLISHING THE BALANCE, "IF NOT TO ESTABLISH PERMANENT PEACE" 

(MORGENTHAU, 1985). ALTHOUGH DISARMAMENT MAY REDUCE MILITARY 

CONFRONTATIONS, MORGENTHAU AND OTHER REALISTS ARGUE THAT IT IS 

DIFFICULT TO CONTROL DISARMAMENT AMONG COMPETING NATIONS (CLAUDE, 

1962). MOREOVER, RECENTLY SOME FEARED THAT IF THE U.S AND CANADA 

PARTICIPATED JOINTLY IN BUILDING A MISSILES DEFENSE, THIS MAY HAVE 

TRIGGERED AN ARMS RACE, PERHAPS WITH CHINA AND RUSSIA, MAINLY. 

LASTLY, ALLIANCES ARE "HISTORICALLY THE MOST IMPORTANT 

MANIFESTATION OF THE BALANCE OF POWER." IN THIS CASE, ALLIANCES CAN 
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BE EITHER A POLICY AIMED AT CHANGING, MAINTAINING OR RE-ESTABLISHING 

THE BALANCE. FOR EXAMPLE, "NATIONS A AND B, COMPETING WITH EACH 

OTHER ... TO MAINTAIN AND IMPROVE THEIR RELATIVE POWER POSITIONS ... 

CAN ADD TO THEIR OWN POWER THE POWER OF OTHER NATIONS, OR THEY CAN 

WITHHOLD THE POWER OF OTHER NATIONS FROM THE ADVERSARY" 

(MORGENTHAU, 1985). ALTHOUGH, THE ALLIED POWERS DURING THE SECOND 

WORLD WAR HELPED TO STOP THE IMPERIAL THREATS FROM WORLD 

DOMINATION BY THE AXIS POWERS, MANY REALISTS DO NOT RECOMMEND THE 

FORMATION OF PERMANENT ALLIANCES. THEY ARGUE THAT ALLIANCES CAN 

ALSO DESTABILIZE A PEACEFUL SITUATION AT LEAST IN FIVE WAYS: 

1) ALLIANCES WOULD ENABLE AGGRESSIVE STATES TO COMBINE MILITARY 

CAPABILITIES FOR AGGRESSION. 

2) ALLIANCES THREATEN ENEMIES AND PROVOKE THEM TO FORM COUNTER-

ALLIANCES, WHICH REDUCE THE SECURITY FOR BOTH NATIONS. 

3) ALLIANCE FORMATION MAY DRAW OTHERWISE NEUTRAL PARTIES INTO 

OPPOSED COALITIONS. 

4) ONCE STATES JOIN FORCES, THEY MUST CONTROL THE BEHAVIOR OF THEIR 

OWN ALLIES TO DISCOURAGE EACH MEMBER FROM RECKLESS AGGRESSION 

AGAINST ITS ENEMIES, WHICH WOULD UNDERMINE THE SECURITY OF THE 

ALLIANCES' OTHER MEMBERS. 

5) THE POSSIBILITY ALWAYS EXISTS THAT TODAY'S ALLY MIGHT BECOME 

TOMORROW'S ENEMY (KEGLEY AND WITTKOPF, 534).  
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THE BALANCE OF POWER OR THE POLICY OF STATES TO MAINTAIN, CHANGE OR 

REESTABLISH A PREFERRED SITUATION CAN BE A VERY UNSTABLE PROCESS, 

SINCE TO DO SO STATES MIGHT OFTEN RESORT TO WAR (SHEEHAN, 1990). FOR 

EXAMPLE, SOME REALISTS ARGUE THAT A MULTIPOLAR SYSTEM IS MORE 

COMPLEX AND UNSTABLE. ON THE OTHER HAND, THEY VIEW A BIPOLAR 

SYSTEM AS BEING MORE "SIMPLE AND PREDICTABLE": IN SUCH A SYSTEM, 

"DIRECT CONFLICTS BETWEEN SUPERPOWERS" CAN BE MORE EASILY 

CIRCUMVENTED (KAUPPI AND VIOTTI, 1999). ALTHOUGH THE POLICY OF 

BALANCE OF POWER SEEMS TO BE UNSTABLE, ONE MUST ALSO ARGUE THAT 

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF THE STATE IS IMPORTANT AND THE BALANCE OF POWER 

COULD BE USED TO MAINTAIN A PLURALIST INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM, EVEN AT 

THE COST OF WAR (CLAUDE, 1962). MORGENTHAU AGREES WITH THIS VIEW, BUT 

HE ALSO DENIES THAT THE BALANCE OF POWER IS THE SOLE BASIS FOR 

SECURING THE SOVEREIGNTY OF STATES. 

THE CLOUDING PICTURE BEGINS WHEN WE FIND MORGENTHAU SAYING THAT 

"SMALL NATIONS HAVE ALWAYS OWED THEIR INDEPENDENCE EITHER TO THE 

BALANCE OF POWER ... OR TO THE PREPONDERANCE OF ONE PROTECTING 

POWER... OR TO THEIR LACK OF ATTRACTIVENESS FOR IMPERIALISTIC 

ASPIRATIONS. THIS WOULD SEEM TO INDICATE THAT THE PRESERVATION OF 

WEAK STATES DEPENDS UPON AN EQUILIBRIUM, THE ABSENCE OF AN 

EQUILIBRIUM, OR SHEER LUCK (CLAUDE, 1962). 

ACCORDING TO INIS CLAUDE, THE PICTURE BECOMES EVEN MORE CONFUSED 

WHEN SOME SCHOLARS ASSERT THAT CLASSICAL REALISM SHOWS THAT A 
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"PREVENTIVE WAR" IS A "NATURAL OUTGROWTH OF BALANCE OF POWER" AND 

THAT "MOST OF THE WARS THAT HAVE BEEN FOUGHT SINCE THE BEGINNING OF 

THE MODEM STATE SYSTEM HAVE THEIR ORIGIN IN THE BALANCE OF POWER" 

(CLAUDE, 1962). THIS IDEA LEADS THEM TO RAISE THE QUESTION OF WHETHER 

THE BALANCE OF POWER VIEWS WAR AS A MEANS TO AN END OR AN "EVIL" 

THAT IS SUPPOSED TO BE SUPPRESSED OR BOTH (CLAUDE, 1962). DESPITE THE 

CRITICISMS THAT REALISM AND THE BALANCE OF POWER THEORY RECEIVE 

FROM SCHOLARS, INCLUDING REALIST SCHOLARS THEMSELVES, WE CANNOT 

EASILY DISCARD THE REALIST PARADIGM AND REPLACE IT WITH COMPLETELY 

NEW ONES. IT SHOULD RATHER BE ACCEPTED THAT "A PARADIGM DOES NOT 

PROVIDE ALL ANSWERS, IT MAY ONLY PROVIDE SCHOLARS WITH THE PROMISE 

OF SOME ANSWERS" (BRECHER AND HARVEY, 2002). 

IN CONCLUSION, THE BALANCE OF POWER THEORY OFFER FUNDAMENTAL 

PROPOSITIONS ABOUT THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM. IT GIVES US AN 

UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE OF MAN, THE STATE AND THE 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM, AND WHY WAR OCCURS AND HOW IT COULD BE 

AVOIDED. ALTHOUGH EXPLANATIONS OF VARIOUS ISSUES AND SITUATIONS 

ARE CLEARLY AMBIGUOUS, CLASSICAL REALISM AND THE BALANCE OF POWER 

THEORY HELP TO UNDERSTAND OUR SYSTEM BETTER. FOR INSTANCE, CARR 

STATES THAT WHERE "UTOPIANISM HAS BECOME A HOLLOW AND INTOLERABLE 

SHAM, WHICH SERVES MERELY AS A DISGUISE FOR THE INTERESTS OF THE 

PRIVILEGED, THE REALIST PERFORMS AN INDISPENSABLE SERVICE IN 

UNMASKING [THIS SHAM, WHICH IS EVEN A PRODUCT OF REALISM ITSELF]" 
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(CARR, 1946). THUS, AS REALISM REMAINS A LEADING PARADIGM OF OUR TIMES, 

IT IS CERTAINLY WORTH DEEPENING OUR UNDERSTANDING OF ITS POTENTIAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CREATION OF A MORE STABLE FUTURE. 

2.6 STATE AND THE PROJECTION OF NATIONAL POWER  

WHAT MAKES A STATE SUPERIOR OR INFERIOR TO OTHERS? WHAT SHOULD BE 

THE FOCUS AREAS OF STATE‘S DEVELOPMENT? WHAT ELEMENTS SHOULD BE 

PUT TOGETHER IN ORDER TO MAKE A STATE PROSPER? THESE QUESTIONS HAVE 

BEEN THE TOPICS OF DEBATE SINCE ANCIENT TIMES. THE CONCEPT OF THE 

―ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER‖ HAS EVOLVED WITH TIME. IT HAS TAKEN 

NEW SHAPE AND MEANINGS WITH THE ADVENT OF CAPITALISM, INDUSTRIAL 

REVOLUTION, MODERN TRANSPORTATION & COMMUNICATION AND RECENTLY, 

THE INTERNET.  

POWER IS THE ABILITY TO INFLUENCE THE BEHAVIOR OF OTHERS TO GET A 

DESIRED OUTCOME (MORGENTHAU, 1985; CARR, 1946). SOME OF THE FACTORS 

THAT ARE CONSIDERED AS ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER BY MOST 

SCHOLARS INCLUDE GEOGRAPHY, NATURAL RESOURCES, POPULATION, 

LEADERSHIP, QUALITY OF GOVERNANCE, EXTENT OF ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT, INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY, TECHNOLOGY, MILITARY, IDEOLOGY, 

NATIONAL CHARACTER AND MORALE, DIPLOMACY AND GOVERNMENT. 

WHAT IS NATIONAL POWER? 

MANY SCHOLARS SUCH AS MORGENTHAU, CARR, WALTZ, CLINE, HAVE TRIED 

TO GROUP THESE FACTORS. SOME OF THESE CLASSIFICATIONS INCLUDE 

PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY, NATURAL AND SOCIAL, AS WELL AS TANGIBLE 
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AND INTANGIBLE ELEMENTS. IT CAN BE APPRECIATED THAT EVEN BOUNDARIES 

BETWEEN THESE CLASSIFICATIONS SEEM TO WITHER AWAY WITH TIME - 

FACTORS ONCE CONSIDERED PERMANENT SUCH AS GEOGRAPHY CAN PROVE TO 

BE TEMPORARY. SIMILARLY, NATURAL FACTORS SUCH AS POPULATION 

CHANGE SHAPE QUICKLY DUE TO GLOBALIZATION FACTORS BRINGING QUICK 

SOCIAL CHANGES.  

ALL ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER ARE DEPENDENT ON EACH OTHER 

THROUGH A COMPLEX NETWORK OF CAUSES AND EFFECTS (MORGENTHAU, 

1946). DEPENDING ON A STATE‘S GEOGRAPHY AND RELATIONS WITH OTHER 

STATES, STRENGTH IN A FEW ELEMENTS CAN COVER UP FOR LACK IN ALL 

OTHERS. AS A COROLLARY, LACK IN A FEW CRITICAL ELEMENTS CAN RENDER 

ALL OTHER ELEMENTS USELESS. NATIONAL POWER CAN THUS BE CONSIDERED 

AS A COMPLEX CONCEPT, WHICH IS HIGHLY CONTEXT DEPENDENT. A CERTAIN 

COMBINATION OF NATIONAL ELEMENTS MAY MAKE A STATE A SUPER POWER 

IN ONE PART OF THE WORLD OR IN A POINT IN TIME, BUT MAY NOT BE ENOUGH 

IN A DIFFERENT CONTEXT. NATIONAL POWER IS A RELATIVE CONCEPT, 

DEPENDING UPON HOW WELL OTHER STATES ARE DOING. A STATE‘S TRUE 

POWER IS ALWAYS RELATIVE TO ITS NEIGHBORS, RIVALS, COMPETITORS - 

BASICALLY ANY OTHER STATE WITH WHOM ONE MAY COME IN COMPARISON. 

MEASUREMENT OF NATIONAL POWER  

THE MEASUREMENT OF A STATE‘S POWER IS A DIFFICULT MATRIX BECAUSE IT 

INVOLVES THE TASK OF MEASURING AND ANALYZING A LARGE NUMBER OF 

TANGIBLE AND INTANGIBLE ELEMENTS IN BOTH QUANTITATIVE AND 
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QUALITATIVE TERMS. THE NEED TO ANALYZE THE ACTUAL AND POTENTIAL 

POWER OF A STATE FURTHER MAKES THE TASK DIFFICULT. HOWEVER, 

POLITICAL SCIENTISTS ADVOCATE THE MEASUREMENT OF NATIONAL POWER IN 

RESPECT OF FOLLOWING THREE FACTORS:  

DOMAIN OF NATIONAL POWER  

THE DOMAIN OF NATIONAL POWER REFERS TO ―THE SET OF PERSONS WHOSE 

BEHAVIOR IS SIGNIFICANTLY CHANGED BY THE APPLICATION OF POWER.‖ 

DOMAIN IS DIVIDED INTO INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL DOMAINS. INTERNAL 

DOMAIN IS CONSTITUTED BY THE TERRITORY AND POPULATION WITHIN THE 

BOUNDARIES OF A COUNTRY. EXTERNAL DOMAIN INCLUDES THOSE 

TERRITORIES AND POPULATIONS OUTSIDE THAT BELONG TO ITS ―SPHERE OF 

INFLUENCE‖ (MORGENTHAU, 1985).  

THE INTERNAL DOMAIN CAN BE MEASURED IN TERMS OF POPULATION, AREA 

AND GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT. THE EXTERNAL DOMAIN CAN BE ANALYZED 

IN TERMS OF SPHERES OF INFLUENCE, ALLIANCES, DEPENDENCIES AND THE 

DEGREE OF PENETRATION IN THE POLITICAL PROCESSES OF OTHER COUNTRIES. 

THE EXTERNAL DOMAIN OF A COUNTRY LIKE NIGERIA CAN BE MEASURED IN 

TERMS OF ITS ALLIANCES LIKE AFRICAN STANDBY FORCE OR ECOWAS 

MONITORING GROUP (ECOMOG).  

HOWEVER, MEASURING OF DOMAIN IS A DIFFICULT TASK. THE QUALITY OF 

ALLIANCE RELATION IS NOT MEASUREABLE. AFRICAN STANDBY FORCE 

CONTINUES TO BE IN EXISTENCE AND HAS REGISTERED AN EXPANSION AS 

WELL. HOWEVER, IT NOW OPERATES WITH A RELATIVELY LESS EFFECTIVE AND 
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LESS USEFUL ROLE. IT CANNOT BE ASCERTAINED EXACTLY AS TO HOW MUCH 

INFLUENCE NIGERIA HAS OVER CAMEROON, CHAD OR NIGER. THEREFORE, 

MEASUREMENT OF DOMAIN OF POWER CAN BE DONE ONLY IN A LIMITED WAY.  

RANGE OF NATIONAL POWER  

THIS IS ―THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE HIGHEST REWARD AND THE WORST 

PUNISHMENT WHICH A POWER HOLDER CAN BESTOW OR INFLICT UPON SOME 

PERSONS IN HIS/HER DOMAIN‖ (MORGENTHAU, 1985). RANGE IS THE INTENSITY 

OF THE POWER EXERCISED UPON OTHERS. THE INTERNAL RANGE OR INTENSITY 

OF POWER CAN BE MEASURED BY TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE USE OF FORCE 

AND PUNISHMENT AS WELL AS OF REWARD OR DISTRIBUTION OF VALUES FOR 

EXERCISING POWER OVER THE PEOPLE AT HOME. A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT 

USES INFLUENCE, PERSUASION AND REWARDS, WHEREAS A TYRANT OR A 

DICTATOR USES FORCE AND PUNISHMENT FOR SECURING OBEDIENCE TO HIS 

POLICIES AND LAWS. 

THE EXTERNAL RANGE OR THE INTENSITY OF THE POWER CAN BE MEASURED IN 

TERMS OF THE MEANS WHICH A STATE ACTUALLY USES OR CAN USE FOR 

SECURING ITS DESIRED ENDS AND POLICIES. THE AMOUNT OF ECONOMIC 

REWARDS (AID, GRANT, LOANS) THAT A STATE GIVES OR RECEIVES CAN 

INDICATE THE RANGE OF POWER THAT IT HAS IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 

HOWEVER, THERE EXISTS NO SPECIFIC WAY TO PRECISELY MEASURE THE 

INTENSITY OF THE POWER. USA HAS BEEN THE BIGGEST AID GIVER AND THE 

MOST DEVELOPED COUNTRY OF THE WORLD, YET WE CANNOT EXACTLY 

MEASURE THE INTENSITY OF ITS POWER OVER OTHER STATES.  
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SCOPE OF NATIONAL POWER  

SCOPE OF NATIONAL POWER COVERS ―THE SET OR COLLECTION OF ALL THE 

PARTICULAR CLASSES OF BEHAVIOR, RELATIONS AND AFFAIRS THAT ARE 

EFFECTIVELY SUBJECTED TO GOVERNMENT POWER‖ (MORGENTHAU, 1985). 

SCOPE CONSISTS OF ALL THE ACTIVITIES OF THE GOVERNMENT, INTERNAL AS 

WELL AS EXTERNAL. THE EXTERNAL ACTIVITIES INCLUDE THE 

DEMONSTRATION OF POWER TO KEEP OTHERS DEPENDENT FOR ONE THING OR 

THE OTHER AND TO USE THE INTERDEPENDENCE OF RELATIONS FOR ONES 

BENEFIT. 

ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER 

NATIONAL POWER REFERS TO NATIONAL CAPABILITIES WHICH IS STATE‘S 

ABILITY TO ACHIEVE AN OBJECTIVE ALONG WITH OTHER STATES THROUGH THE 

APPLICATION OF MILITARY, POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, PSYCHOLOGICAL OR OTHER 

FORMS OF POWER AND INFLUENCE (DUNMOYE, 1995; MORGENTHAU, 1985; 

HOLSTI, 1977). IT INCLUDES ALL PHYSICAL OBJECT, TALENT OR QUALITY THAT 

CAN BE USED TO AFFECT THE BEHAVIOR OF OTHER STATES. THERE ARE MANY 

CHARACTERISTICS OF POWER BUT THE FOLLOWING SHALL BE DISCUSSED 

BECAUSE OTHER ELEMENTS MAY BE SUBSUMED UNDER THESE: GEOGRAPHY, 

POPULATION, NATURAL RESOURCES, GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT, MILITARY 

CAPABILITIES. 

GEOGRAPHY, AS A NATIONAL POWER ELEMENT, COMPRISE THE PHYSICAL SIZE 

OF A STATE, ITS TOPOGRAPHY, POLITICAL AND STRATEGIC LOCATION, AND 
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CLIMATE. ACCORDING TO DUNMOYE (1994) GEOGRAPHY CAN BE AN 

ADVANTAGE OR OTHERWISE FOR A STATE OR IT MAY HAVE NO EFFECT ON 

THAT STATE‘S POWER. WHILE SHEER SIZE OF A STATE MAY NOT BE SUFFICIENT 

TO MAKE THAT STATE A SUPER POWER (MORGENTHAU, 1985), IT PERMITS FOR 

LARGE POPULATION, LARGE INDUSTRIAL BASE AND DOMESTIC SOURCE OF 

FOOD AND NATURAL RESOURCES. PHYSICAL SIZE ALSO HAS THE POSITIVE 

ADVANTAGE FOR MILITARY DEFENSE. ALTHOUGH SMALLER STATES ARE MORE 

VULNERABLE MILITARILY, IT IS NO GUARANTEE THAT LARGE STATES CANNOT 

BE OVERWHELMED IF THEY DO NOT POSSESS OTHER ATTRIBUTES OF NATIONAL 

POWER. THE REPUBLIC OF NIGER IS MANY TIMES BIGGER THAT THE STATE OF 

ISRAEL, BUT THE LATTER IS MORE POWERFUL BECAUSE IT CONTROLS 

SOPHISTICATED WEAPONS OF WAR AND A STRONGER ECONOMY.  

POPULATION IS VERY VITAL ELEMENT OF NATIONAL POWER. SOME SCHOLARS 

ARE OF THE OPINION THAT IT IS VERY DIFFICULT TO BECOME A SUPER POWER 

OR A GREAT POWER WITHOUT A LARGE POPULATION BECAUSE IT GIVES LARGE 

NUMBER OF PEOPLE WITH TALENTS AND THE MAN POWER FOR INDUSTRIAL, 

TECHNOLOGICAL AND MILITARY CAPABILITIES THAT ALSO GO TO MAKE A 

SUPER POWER (SIMON, 1990). HOWEVER, THERE ARE MANY DIMENSIONS TO THE 

ATTRIBUTE OF POPULATION. THE AGE, SEX, AND SPATIAL DISTRIBUTIONS OF 

THE POPULATION IS VERY CRUCIAL TO MAKING A COUNTRY POWERFUL. 

ACCORDING TO HANS MORGENTHAU THESE ―QUANTIFIABLE ASPECTS OF THE 

POPULATION TELL US SOMETHING OF THE SIZE OF THE POPULATION THAT IS 

PRODUCTIVE, SUITABLE FOR MILITARY SERVICE AND THE UNITY AND FOR 
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PRODUCTION‖ (MORGENTHAU, 1985). HANS MORGENTHAU FURTHER 

EMPHASIZED THAT THE QUALITY OF HUMAN RESOURCES WITHIN A STATE IN 

ORDER TO ASSESS THE DEGREE TO WHICH A PEOPLE‘S CAPABILITIES HAVE 

BEEN DEVELOPED SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE A CONTRIBUTION TO NATIONAL 

POWER. MORGENTHAU ILLUSTRATED THAT THE EXTENT TO WHICH HIGHER 

EDUCATION AND ACCESS TO SPECIALIZED KNOWLEDGE IN SCIENCE HAVE 

IMPLICATIONS FOR NATIONAL POWER CANNOT BE OVEREMPHASIZED. THIS 

HELPS A STATE TO BUILD ITS MILITARY CAPABILITIES IN FORM OF WEAPONRY, 

SOCIAL SCIENTISTS AND ADMINISTRATORS TO ADVICE GOVERNMENT, AND 

MANY OTHER ADVANCED PEOPLE. THE HEALTH OF A STATE‘S POPULATION IS 

AN IMPORTANT BASE FOR POWER (SIMON, 1990). MILITARY POWER, ACCORDING 

MORGENTHAU, DEPENDS IN PART ON HAVING A YOUNG AND HEALTHY 

POPULATION. HE STRESSED THAT POOR DISTRIBUTION OF MEDICAL FACILITIES 

AND HEALTHCARE DELIVERY WILL CREATE PHYSICAL AND MENTAL 

HANDICAPS AND MILITARY ―REJECTS‖. 

NATURAL RESOURCES CONSTITUTE A NATIONAL POWER BASE FOR STATES 

(DUNMOYE, 1995; MORGENTHAU, 1985). THE MORE NEEDS A STATE HAS THE 

MORE VULNERABLE IT BECOMES INTERNATIONALLY. THEREFORE, STATES WITH 

NATURAL RESOURCES DEPOSITS WITHIN THEIR BORDERS AND HAVE THE 

TECHNOLOGICAL KNOWHOW (DUNNE AND SCHMIDT, 2004) TO EXPLORE AND 

USE THESE RESOURCES CAN BE SAID TO HAVE ATTRIBUTES OF NATIONAL 

POWER. IF A STATE CAN BE SELF-SUFFICIENT IN NATURAL RESOURCES THEN 

THAT STATE IS LESS VULNERABLE TO FOREIGN INFLUENCE. FOOD AND OTHER 
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AGRICULTURAL SUFFICIENCY IS ANOTHER IMPORTANT ATTRIBUTE OF 

NATIONAL POWER (ALCOCK AND NEWCOMBE, 1977). THEREFORE, IF A COUNTRY 

CANNOT FEED ITS POPULATION, THEN IT CAN BE INFLUENCED BY OTHER 

NATIONS IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. 

IT IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DEVELOP POWER IN MODERN TIMES WITHOUT 

INDUSTRIALIZATION AND IT IS VERY DIFFICULT, IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE, FOR A 

NATION TO GET INDUSTRIALIZED WITHOUT ADEQUATE POSSESSION OF KEY 

RAW MATERIALS. RAW MATERIALS INFLUENCE NATIONAL POWER, NATIONAL 

POLICIES AND INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF THE NATION. THE UNITED STATES 

HAS BEEN NEARLY SELF-SUFFICIENT IN RESPECT OF KEY MINERALS AND THIS 

FACT HAS LARGELY CONTRIBUTED TO ITS INDUSTRIAL AND MILITARY 

STRENGTH. THE INTERDEPENDENCE AMONG NATIONS STANDS LARGELY 

CONSTITUTED BY THE NECESSITIES OF TRADE RELATIONS IN RESPECT OF 

MINERALS AND RAW MATERIALS FOR THEIR INDUSTRIAL NEEDS. 

A NATION CANNOT HOPE TO BE A BIG MILITARY, INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC 

POWER WITHOUT THE POSSESSION OF ADEQUATE QUANTITIES OF RAW- 

MATERIALS. THE IMPORTANCE OF OIL AS THE KEY SOURCE OF ENERGY IS A 

WELL-KNOWN FACT OF PRESENT DAY INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. OIL 

DIPLOMACY IN WORLD POLITICS OF OUR TIMES SOLELY DEPENDS UPON THE 

FACT THAT THE OPEC COUNTRIES MONOPOLIES WORLD CRUDE PRODUCTION 

AND HAVE VAST OIL RESERVES (KAO, 2006). 

OIL HAS TREMENDOUS IMPORTANCE, BOTH FOR INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION AND 

MILITARY STRENGTH AND MOBILITY. GEORGES BENJAMIN CLEMENCEAU, A 
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FRENCH POLITICIAN ONCE OBSERVED THAT: ―ONE DROP OF OIL IS WORTH ONE 

DROP OF BLOOD OF OUR SOLDIERS‖, IS TRUE EVEN TODAY. THE IMPORTANCE OF 

URANIUM AS A SOURCE OF ATOMIC POWER IS WELL KNOWN. ADEQUATE MEANS 

OF ENERGY SECURITY CONTRIBUTE TO THE NATIONAL POWER OF A NATION 

(KAO, 2006). AS SUCH, RAW MATERIALS CONSTITUTE AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT 

OF NATIONAL POWER. 

HOWEVER, MERELY THE EXISTENCE OF RAW MATERIALS CANNOT BE 

AUTOMATICALLY A SOURCE OF POWER. THE ABILITY TO EXPLOIT AND UTILIZE 

THE RAW- MATERIALS IS A FACTOR ALMOST AS IMPORTANT AS THE EXISTENCE 

OF RAW-MATERIALS. THIS ABILITY IS DIRECTLY LINKED WITH THE LEVEL OF 

SCIENTIFIC, TECHNOLOGICAL AND INDUSTRIAL ADVANCEMENT. 

FOOD INDEED IS AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF NATIONAL POWER. FOOD 

DETERMINES POLICIES. THE EXISTENCE OF LARGE STOCKS OF FOOD GRAINS 

AND SURPLUS FOOD PRODUCTION CAN BE A SOURCE OF VITAL STRENGTH OF A 

NATION. A NATION DEFICIENT IN FOOD PRODUCTION CAN RARELY BECOME A 

MAJOR POWER. ACCORDING TO HANS MORGENTHAU, ―NATIONS SELF-

SUFFICIENT IN FOOD ARE BETTER PLACED THAN NATIONS WHICH IMPORT 

FOOD‖ (KAO, 2006; MORGENTHAU, 1985: 119). 

THE FOOD SHORTAGE IN INDIA WAS A HIGHLY LIMITING FACTOR OF THE INDIAN 

FOREIGN POLICY DURING 1950S AND 60S (MORGENTHAU, 1985). FOOD SHORTAGE 

LEADS TO POWER SHORTAGE. ACUTE FOOD PROBLEM IS A BIG SOURCE OF 

WEAKNESS FOR ALL THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IT IS KEEPING THEM 

DEPENDENT UPON DEVELOPED STATES WHO HAVE SURPLUS FOOD 
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PRODUCTIONS. THE GREEN REVOLUTION OF 1970S ENABLED INDIA NOT ONLY TO 

SUSTAIN ITS ECONOMY BUT ALSO TO PRESERVE AND DEVELOP ITS NATIONAL 

POWER. 

THE MILITARY PREPAREDNESS OF A NATION IS DEPENDENT UPON ADEQUATE 

SUPPLIES OF FOOD. A POPULAR VALID SAYING HAS BEEN; ―ARMIES TRAVEL ON 

THEIR STOMACH‖. HOWEVER, THE FOOD FACTOR IS ALSO INSEPARABLY LINKED 

UP WITH OTHER FACTORS PARTICULARLY WITH POPULATION, SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY. FOOD PRODUCTION IS DEPENDENT UPON AGRICULTURAL 

TECHNOLOGY AND INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY. MAN-POWER IS VITALLY 

IMPORTANT FOR FOOD PRODUCTION. PRODUCTION OF FOOD CAN BE STEPPED 

UP BY HUMAN EFFORTS AND THE APPLICATION OF ADVANCED AGRICULTURAL 

TECHNOLOGY. THE ABILITY TO UTILIZE SEA FOOD RESOURCES CAN HELP A 

NATION TO OVERCOME ITS FOOD PROBLEM. THIS ABILITY IS DEPENDENT UPON 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY. AS SUCH FOOD IS AGAIN AN ELEMENT OF 

NATIONAL POWER. HOWEVER ITS ROLE AS A FACTOR OF NATIONAL POWER HAS 

TO BE EVALUATED ALONG WITH OTHER FACTORS, POPULATION, CLIMATE, AND 

LEVEL OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL DEVELOPMENT OF A NATION. 

MILITARY POWER IS A VITALLY IMPORTANT PART OF NATIONAL POWER OF A 

STATE. THE IMPORTANCE OF MILITARY FACTOR AS AN ELEMENT OF NATIONAL 

POWER CAN BE JUDGED FROM THE FACT THAT MANY PERSONS REGARD THESE 

SYNONYMOUS. MILITARY POWER IS NOT NATIONAL POWER, NEVERTHELESS IT 

IS AN IMPORTANT PART OF NATIONAL POWER WHICH CONTRIBUTES TO ITS 

STRENGTH AND EFFECTIVENESS. 
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MILITARY PREPAREDNESS IS A BACKGROUND FACTOR FOR THE SUCCESS OF A 

FOREIGN POLICY AND IT IS A TANGIBLE FACTOR CAPABLE OF SUPPORTING THE 

FOREIGN POLICY AND PROMOTING NATIONAL INTEREST.‖ IT INFLUENCES THE 

LEVEL OF SUCCESS OF FOREIGN POLICY. THE SUPER POWERS AND OTHER 

MAJOR POWERS OF OUR TIMES HAVE BEEN BIG MILITARY POWERS. BY VIRTUE 

OF BEING A MAJOR MILITARY POWER, BESIDES OTHER FACTORS, INDIA IS 

CONSIDERED TO BE A MAJOR POWER HAVING A POTENTIAL TO BE A SUPER 

POWER IN THE NEXT 20 YEARS OR SO (PAYNE, 2002). MILITARY PREPAREDNESS 

AS A FACTOR OF NATIONAL POWER COVERS: I) WAR TECHNOLOGY OR 

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATIONS; II) MILITARY LEADERSHIP; AND, III) QUANTITY 

AND QUALITY OF SOLDIERS. 

WAR TECHNOLOGY REFERS TO THE NATURE AND TYPE OF WEAPON SYSTEM 

THAT IS AVAILABLE WITH THE ARMY OF THE STATE (PAYNE, 2002). MODERN 

WARFARE IS A SOPHISTICATED TECHNOLOGICAL WARFARE. THE QUANTITY 

AND TECHNICAL QUALITY OF WEAPONS AND MILITARY EQUIPMENT IS A MAJOR 

FACTOR THAT DETERMINES THE LEVEL OF MILITARY POWER OF A NATION. 

ADVANCED MILITARY TECHNOLOGY IS ALWAYS A SOURCE OF STRENGTH AND 

STRATEGIC ADVANTAGE. 

WAR TECHNOLOGY IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR BUT IT CAN BE FRUITFUL ONLY 

WHEN BACKED BY EFFICIENT PLANNING AND SYSTEMATIC AND EFFECTIVE USE. 

THIS BRINGS INTO FOCUS THE ROLE OF MILITARY LEADERSHIP. ACCORDING TO 

KENETH PAYNE, MILITARY PLANNING IS A VALUABLE FACTOR OF MILITARY 

ACTION IN A WAR (PAYNE, 2002). SKILLED, TRAINED, EXPERIENCED, DEDICATED, 
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ENERGETIC AND DISCIPLINED MILITARY LEADERSHIP ALONE CAN MAKE THE 

BEST USE OF AVAILABLE WEAPONS, EQUIPMENT AND MANPOWER. A WAR 

VICTORY CAN BE POSSIBLE ONLY UNDER EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT MILITARY 

LEADERSHIP. 

IN A WAR SITUATION, WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT PLAY A KEY ROLE BUT THEIR 

ROLE AND EFFECTIVENESS IS DEPENDENT UPON THE QUANTITY AND QUALITY 

OF SOLDIERS (PAYNE, 2002; MORGENTHAU, 1985). MILITARY EQUIPMENT AND 

WEAPON-SYSTEM IS IMPORTANT, BUT NOT AS MUCH AS THE SOLDIERS WHO 

ACTUALLY USE THESE WEAPONS AND EQUIPMENT (BROWN ET AL, 2004). THE 

NUMBER, SKILL, TRAINING, DISCIPLINE, DEDICATION AND MORALE OF THE 

SOLDIERS ARE ESSENTIAL FACTORS WHICH CAN MAKE POSSIBLE AN EFFECTIVE 

AND SUCCESSFUL USE OF MILITARY WEAPONS AND MACHINES. ONE EXAMPLE 

WAS IN THE INDIAN-PAKISTAN WARS. PAKISTAN HAD A SUPERIOR WEAPON 

SYSTEM, TANKS AND AIRCRAFTS IN BOTH THE 1965 AND 1971 WARS WITH INDIA. 

HOWEVER, IT FAILED TO USE THIS TO ITS ADVANTAGE BECAUSE OF 

INADEQUATELY TRAINED AND LESS SKILLED MEN BEHIND THESE MACHINES. 

INDIAN SOLDIERS COULD PROVIDE A DECISIVE AND BEFITTING ANSWER TO 

PAKISTANI AGGRESSIONS BECAUSE OF THEIR SUPERIOR QUALITIES. KARGIL 

VICTORY WAS ALSO THE OUTCOME OF THE QUALITIES OF DISCIPLINE, TRAINING 

AND DEDICATION OF INDIANS OFFICERS AND JAWANS (BROWN ET AL, 2004). 

THEREFORE, MILITARY PREPAREDNESS AS AN ELEMENT OF NATIONAL POWER 

CANNOT BE RELEGATED TO ONLY LARGE MILITARY AND EQUIPMENT BUT 

THEIR QUALITY AS WELL. MILITARY PREPAREDNESS IS ALSO DIRECTLY 
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DEPENDENT UPON SUCH FACTORS AS TECHNOLOGY, INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY, 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, STATE OF ECONOMY, POLICIES OF THE 

GOVERNMENT, AND STRATEGIC FACTORS. HENCE IT IS NOT AN INDEPENDENT 

DETERMINANT OF NATIONAL POWER. 

LEADERSHIP OF A NATION IS AN IMPORTANT HUMAN ELEMENT OF NATIONAL 

POWER. THE UTILIZATION OF MAN POWER RESOURCES, NATURAL RESOURCES, 

RAW MATERIALS, TECHNOLOGY, INDUSTRIAL CAPACITY, MILITARY POWER AND 

IDEOLOGY FOR STRENGTHENING THE NATIONAL POWER OF A STATE IS 

DEPENDENT UPON THE QUALITIES OF THE LEADERSHIP THAT RUNS THE 

GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE (NYE, 2004). 

CIVIL AND MILITARY PLANNING IS A FUNCTION OF THE POLITICAL LEADERS. TO 

MAKE AND IMPLEMENT FOREIGN POLICY IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

LEADERSHIP, THE DECISION-MAKERS OF THE STATE, IN PARTICULAR. NATIONAL 

POWER IS BASICALLY THE POWER OF THE LEADERS, STATESMEN AND 

DIPLOMATS OF THE NATION TO ACT STRONGLY IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

(NYE, 2004; MORGENTHAU, 1985). THE QUALITY OF LEADERSHIP DETERMINES 

THE NATURE AND EXTENT OF POWER THAT A NATION CAN USE FOR SECURING 

ITS NATIONAL INTERESTS. EFFICIENT, DEVOTED AND MATURE LEADERSHIP CAN 

BE A SOURCE OF NATIONAL POWER IN THE SENSE THAT A JUDICIOUS USE OF 

POWER CAN SURELY INCREASE THE NATIONAL POWER AND ITS OPERATIONAL 

EFFECTIVENESS. THEREFORE, NATIONAL POWER MEANS THE ABILITY OF 

NATIONAL LEADERS AND DECISION-MAKERS. THE MERE POSSESSION OF 

MATERIAL AND HUMAN RESOURCES CANNOT LEAD TO NATIONAL POWER IF 
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THE AGENCY FOR STEERING AND COORDINATION OF HUMAN EFFORTS, THAT IS, 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE STATE IS NOT WELL ORGANIZED, EFFICIENT AND 

EFFECTIVE. IT IS THE BUSINESS OF GOVERNMENT TO COORDINATE DIRECT, 

CONTROL MEN AND MATERIAL RESOURCES FOR SECURING POWER FOR 

FULFILLING GOALS OF NATIONAL INTEREST.  

MORGENTHAU (1985) ILLUSTRATED THAT FOR DECADES CHINA REMAINED A 

WEAK POWER BECAUSE, AMONG OTHER REASONS, THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT 

LACKED EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER MAJOR PORTIONS OF THE COUNTRY 

BEFORE 1949. HE FURTHER CITED THE CASE OF FRANCE WHERE POLITICAL 

POWER REMAINED FRAGMENTED AMONG A NUMBER OF POLITICAL PARTIES 

UNTIL CHARLES DE GAULLE TOOK CONTROL IN FRANCE IN1958. 

THIS NOT ONLY BROUGHT REPEATED CRISIS TO THE POLITY BUT ALSO MADE IT 

DIFFICULT FOR THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT TO PURSUE POLICIES ON AN 

ENDURING BASIS. SUCH A SITUATION ACTED AS A SERIOUS LIMITATION ON 

FRENCH POWER IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. AS SUCH, EFFECTIVENESS OF 

GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION WITHIN THE STATE IS 

VERY ESSENTIAL FOR A NATION TO BECOME POWERFUL. 

DIPLOMACY IS ANOTHER IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF NATIONAL POWER. HANS J. 

MORGENTHAU REGARDS IT AS THE MOST IMPORTANT, THOUGH UNSTABLE 

ELEMENT OF NATIONAL POWER (MORGENTHAU, 1985). DIPLOMACY IS THE 

MEANS OF FOREIGN POLICY AND AS SUCH HELPS IT TO ACHIEVE BETTER 

RESULTS THROUGH JUDICIOUS HARD WORK AND PERSUASION IN 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. SUCCESS OF FOREIGN POLICY OF A NATION 
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LARGELY DEPENDS UPON THE QUALITY OF DIPLOMACY THAT IT TAKES TO 

FOREIGN CAPITALS. DIPLOMACY OF HIGH QUALITY CAN BRING THE ENDS AND 

MEANS OF FOREIGN POLICY INTO HARMONY WITH THE AVAILABLE RESOURCES 

OF NATIONAL POWER. IT CAN TAP THE HIDDEN SOURCES OF NATIONAL 

STRENGTH AND TRANSFORM THESE FULLY AND SQUARELY INTO POLITICAL 

REALITIES (SMITH, 2007; SEMPA, 2000). 

BRITISH DIPLOMACY HAS BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN PROJECTING BRITAIN AS A 

MAJOR POWER IN WORLD POLITICS, EVEN AFTER THE LOSS OF ITS STATUS AS A 

MIGHTY IMPERIAL POWER. DURING THE INTER-WAR PERIOD, THE UNITED 

STATES WAS POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY VERY STRONG BUT IT PLAYED A 

MINOR ROLE IN WORLD POLITICS BECAUSE OF ITS WEAK DIPLOMACY. AT TIMES, 

WEAK DIPLOMACY HAS ACTED AS A SOURCE OF WEAKNESS FOR INDIA (SMITH, 

2007). 

THE ROLE OF DIPLOMACY AS AN ELEMENT OF NATIONAL POWER HAS 

UNDERGONE A BIG CHANGE IN CONTEMPORARY TIMES (WITTKOPF, 1994). THE 

EMERGENCE OF NEW DIPLOMACY – OPEN AND CONFERENCE DIPLOMACY, HAS 

SOMEWHAT LIMITED ITS ROLE AS A FACTOR OF NATIONAL POWER. THEREFORE, 

MORGENTHAU‘S THESIS THAT DIPLOMACY IS THE MOST IMPORTANT OF ALL 

THE ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER CANNOT HOLD IN TODAY‘S 

INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT. NEVERTHELESS, IT CANNOT BE DENIED THAT 

DIPLOMACY IS AN IMPORTANT FACTOR OF NATIONAL POWER. A DIPLOMACY OF 

HIGH QUALITY CAN EFFECTIVELY CONTRIBUTE TOWARDS AN EFFECTIVE AND 

SUCCESSFUL EXERCISE OF NATIONAL POWER. 
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2.7 NATIONAL INTEREST 

THE TERM ―NATIONAL INTEREST‖ HAS BEEN USED BY STATESMEN AND 

SCHOLARS SINCE THE FOUNDING THE NATION-STATES TO DESCRIBE THE 

ASPIRATION AND GOALS OF SOVEREIGN ENTITIES IN THE INTERNATIONAL 

ARENA (NEUCHTERLEIN, 1976). THE HISTORY OF THE CONCEPT ‗INTEREST‘, 

CONCEIVED AS A DIPLOMATIC TOOL, DATES BACK TO SIXTEENTH CENTURY 

EUROPEAN STATE SYSTEM. ONE OF THE EARLIEST REALIST THINKERS, NICOLLO 

MACHIAVELLI, IN HIS SEMINAL WORK, THE PRINCE, PREDICTED THE 

EMERGENCE OF INTEREST AS AN ORGANIZING PRINCIPLE FOR THOUGHT ON 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. HE STATED THAT THE PRINCE HAS TO KNOW 

WHEN TO NOT USE THE POWER, AS WELL AS WHEN TO USE IT (IN CLINTON, 1994). 

YOU MAY HAVE SPLENDID MORAL GOALS, ARGUED MACHIAVELLI, BUT 

WITHOUT SUFFICIENT POWER AND THE WILLINGNESS TO USE IT, YOU WILL 

ACCOMPLISH NOTHING (ROSKIN, 1994). ANOTHER SCHOLAR WHO CONTRIBUTED 

TO THE NATIONAL INTEREST APPROACH IS CLAUSEWITZ. ACCORDING TO HIM, 

ALL STATE BEHAVIOR IS MOTIVATED BY IT NEEDS TO SURVIVE AND PROSPER. 

―TO SAFEGUARD ITS INTERESTS THE STATES MUST RATIONALLY DECIDE TO GO 

TO WAR. ULTIMATELY WAR, HOWEVER, IF FOOLISH, FOR IT SERVES NO 

NATIONAL INTEREST‖ (CLAUSEWITZ, 1976). 

MANY INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS LITERATURE TREATED NATIONAL 

INTEREST. THEREFORE, MAKING A SINGLE, UNIVERSALLY AGREED DEFINITION 

OF NATIONAL INTEREST IS DIFFICULT. HOWEVER, NATIONAL INTEREST CAN BE 

DEFINED AS THE PERCEIVED NEEDS AND DESIRE OF ONE SOVEREIGN STATE IN 
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RELATION TO OTHER SOVEREIGN STATES COMPRISING THE EXTERNAL 

ENVIRONMENT (NEUCHTERLEIN, 1976). ROSKIN OBSERVED OF NATIONAL 

INTEREST THUS: ―IT SEEMS CRISP, CLEAR, OBJECTIVE: WHAT‘S GOOD FOR 

NATION AS A WHOLE IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. WHAT‘S GOOD FOR A NATION 

AS A WHOLE IN DOMESTIC AFFAIRS IS THE PUBLIC INTEREST‖ (ROSKIN, 1994). 

2.7.1 MORGENTHAU AND LEVELS OF NATIONAL INTEREST 

HANS J. MORGENTHAU SAW TWO LEVELS OF NATIONAL INTEREST: THE VITAL 

(PRIMARY) AND THE SECONDARY. ACCORDING TO HIM, TO PRESERVE THE FIRST, 

WHICH IS CONCERNED WITH THE FUNDAMENTAL PHYSICAL EXISTENCE OF THE 

STATE. THIS IS THE CORE OR OBJECTIVE INTEREST OF THE STATE. A COUNTRY 

DOES NOT COMPROMISE ON HER PRIMARY NATIONAL INTEREST AND IT CAN GO 

TO WAR IN ORDER TO PROTECT THIS INTEREST. NATIONS DO WHAT THEY MUST 

DO TO PROTECT THIS INTEREST. VITAL NATIONAL INTERESTS COVERING 

NATIONAL SECURITY, SOVEREIGNTY, PROTECTION OF CITIZENS AND 

INSTITUTIONS AND FUNDAMENTAL VALUES LIKE DEMOCRACY, ARE 

RELATIVELY EASY TO DEFINE. ON THE OTHER HAND, SECONDARY INTERESTS 

ARE SUBJECTIVE STATE INTERESTS WHICH COVER NEED FOR ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT AND PROGRESS, PROJECTION OF POWER, AND PROMOTION OF 

INTERNATIONAL NORMS SUCH AS SPORTS, PEACE AND CULTURAL DIPLOMACY. 

ON THESE, A STATES MAY SEEK TO NEGOTIATE OR COMPROMISE. TYPICALLY, 

THEY FALL OUTSIDE OF THE FIRST CATEGORY AND REPRESENT NO THREAT TO 

STATE SOVEREIGNTY. HOWEVER, THESE INTERESTS CAN GROW IN THE MINDS 

OF STATESMAN UNTIL THEY SEEM TO BE VITAL (ROSKIN, 1994). 
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IN ADDITION TO THIS, MORGENTHAU AND OTHER REALIST SCHOLARS 

DISTINGUISHES BETWEEN TEMPORARY AND PERMANENT INTERESTS 

(MORGENTHAU, 1952), SPECIFIC AND GENERAL INTERESTS, AND 

COMPLEMENTARY AND CONFLICTING INTERESTS (ROSKIN, 1994). PERMANENT 

INTERESTS ARE RELATIVELY CONSTANT OVER A LONG PERIOD OF TIME. 

VARIABLE OR TEMPORARY INTERESTS ARE WHAT A PARTICULAR NATION 

CHOOSES TO REGARD AS ITS NATIONAL INTEREST AT ANY PARTICULAR TIME. 

GENERAL INTERESTS ARE THOSE THAT A COUNTRY APPLIES IN A POSITIVE 

MANNER TO A LARGE GEOGRAPHIC AREA, TO A LARGE NUMBER OF NATIONS, 

OR IN SEVERAL SPECIFIC FIELDS. SPECIFIC INTERESTS ARE CLOSELY DEFINED IN 

TIME OR SPACE AND OFTEN ARE THE LOGICAL EXTENSION OF GENERAL 

INTERESTS (NITOIU, 2009). 

2.8 WAR AND DIPLOMACY 

DIPLOMACY AND WAR ARE BOTH INSTRUMENTS OF FOREIGN POLICY. IF WORLD 

POLITICS IS IDENTIFIED AS BEING THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN CONFLICT AND 

COOPERATION, THEN, WAR AND DIPLOMACY CAN BE SAID TO REPRESENT THE 

TWO DEFINING INSTITUTIONS (GHOSH 2009). NEVERTHELESS IN CONTEMPORARY 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM NATIONS POLITELY ENGAGE IN DIPLOMACY AND 

ESCHEW AGGRESSION OR OUTRIGHT WAR ON OTHER STATES AS RECIPROCITY IS 

EXPECTED. AN ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS IS 

DIPLOMACY. ACCORDING TO STARKE J. G. IN ―THE PAST, MORE OFTEN THAN 

NOT, DISPUTES LED TO WAR BUT NOWADAYS STATES SHRINK FROM SO DRASTIC 

A CULMINATION OF THEIR CONTROVERSIES, AND IF THE DISPUTE CANNOT BE 
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RESOLVED, MORE USUALLY A RUPTURE OF TRADE OR DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS 

ENSURES. THE UN CHARTER DIRECTS IN ARTICLE 33 THAT PARTIES TO A 

DISPUTE THAT MIGHT ENDANGER PEACE SHOULD FIRST ―SEEK A RESOLUTION 

THROUGH NEGOTIATION, INQUIRY, MEDIATION, CONCILIATION, ARBITRATION, 

JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT, RESORT TO REGIONAL AGENCIES OR ARRANGEMENTS, 

OR OTHER PEACEFUL MEANS OF THEIR CHOICE (UMOZURIKE 2001). BRUTAL 

FORCE OR SAVAGE DECLARATION OF WAR IS A BARBARIC ACT THAT IS ALIEN 

TO THE CONTEMPORARY INTERNATIONAL ORDER AND AGE OF GLOBALIZATION 

WHERE DIPLOMACY AND CORPORATION BETWEEN NATIONS IS THE TREND. 

DIPLOMACY IS THE UNDERLYING WORD IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS FOR 

FRIENDS AND ADVERSARIES. THEREFORE, DIPLOMACY IS THE AGENCY 

THROUGH WHICH FOREIGN POLICY SEEKS TO ATTAIN ITS PURPOSE BY 

AGREEMENT RATHER THAN BY WAR. THE FOCAL POINT OF DIPLOMACY IS THE 

PREVENTION OF DISPUTES DEGENERATING INTO WAR. THIS IS BY NEGOTIATION, 

DIALOGUE AND OTHER PACIFIC RESOLUTION OF DISPUTE METHODS. 

DIPLOMACY ENTIRELY INVOLVES DIRECT GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT 

INTERACTIONS SO THAT A PARTICULAR STATE CAN PERSUADE GOVERNMENTS 

IN THEIR COUNTRIES TO ACT IN THE MANNER IN WHICH IT WANTS THEM TO DO 

(GHOSH 2009). ON THE OTHER HAND, WAR IS ONE OF THE PERENNIAL 

PROCLIVITIES OF HUMAN EXISTENCE AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS. 

COMMUNITIES, STATES AND NATIONS HAVE CONSTANTLY ENGAGED IN 

WARFARE AS AN INSTRUMENT OF CONDUCTING FOREIGN POLICY, ACQUISITION 

OF POWER, IMPERIALISM, AND CONTROL OF HEGEMONY. ALTHOUGH THERE HAS 
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BEEN THE GREAT DESIRE OF MAN TO LEAVE PEACEFULLY WITHOUT WAR 

AND/OR LIMIT THE EXTENT OF WAR, IT INEVITABLY PERIODICALLY OCCURS. 

ACCORDING TO HUNT (2008) WAR IS OFTEN REGARDED AS INEVITABLE AND 

MANY STATES SEEM TO PREFER PEACE ONLY WHEN IT COMES FROM THEIR 

ENEMIES‘ COMPLETE SUBMISSION. THIS HAS BEEN THE CASE FROM TIME 

IMMEMORIAL AND WAR HAS CONTINUED TO BE A HORRENDOUS GENOCIDE TO 

THE LIVES AND CIVILIZATIONS OF MANKIND AT THE EXPENSE OF PEACE AND 

COLLECTIVE DEVELOPMENT. AS RECORDED BY RAAFLAUB (2007) THE 

HISTORIAN OF ANCIENT LAW SIR HENRY MAINE, FAMOUSLY REMARKED THAT 

WAR APPEARS TO BE AS OLD AS MANKIND, BUT PEACE IS A MODERN 

INVENTION. KARL VON CLAUSEWITZ IS A REALIST THAT RECOGNIZED THE USE 

OF WAR TO ACHIEVE NATIONAL GOALS AND OBJECTIVES. ACCORDING TO 

CLAUSEWITZ (1976) WAR IS A CONTINUATION OF COMMERCE… BY OTHER 

MEANS. HE NOTED THAT WAR IS AN INSTRUMENT OF POLICY: IT MUST 

NECESSARILY BEAR ITS CHARACTER, IT MUST MEASURE WITH ITS SCALE; THE 

CONDUCT OF WAR, IN ITS GREAT FEATURES, IS THEREFORE POLICY ITSELF, 

WHICH TAKES UP THE SWORD IN PLACE OF THE PEN, BUT DOES NOT ON THAT 

ACCOUNT CEASE TO THINK ACCORDING TO ITS OWN LAWS (CLAUSEWITZ, 1976). 

THE PRIMARY FEATURE OF WAR IS THAT IT HAS A CERTAIN STATE OF 

ORGANIZED VIOLENT CONFLICT THAT IS ENGAGED IN BETWEEN TWO OR MORE 

SEPARATE SOCIAL ENTITIES. LEADERS, SOMETIMES DECLARE WAR UNDER THE 

IMPRESSION THAT THEIR ACTIONS ARE PRIMARILY DEFENSIVE, 

UNFORTUNATELY WHEN CRITICALLY ANALYZED A DISILLUSIONMENT OF 
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UNPROVOKED, UNWARRANTED, OR DISPROPORTIONATE AGGRESSION 

EMANATES AND THIS HAS BEEN TAKEN PLACE OVER THE YEARS.  

WAR AS AN INSTRUMENT OF FOREIGN POLICY HAS BEEN PROHIBITED BY 

KELLOGG-BRIAND PACT AND THE UNITED NATIONS CHARTER. THE KELLOGG 

BRIAND PACT IS A TREATY FOR THE RENUNCIATION OF WAR AS AN 

INSTRUMENT OF NATIONAL POLICY. THE KELLOGG BRIAND PACT WAS SIGNED 

ON AUGUST 27, 1928 AND ENTERED INTO FORCE ON JULY 24 1929… THE KELLOGG 

BRIAND PACT CONDEMN RECOURSE TO WAR FOR THE SOLUTION OF THEIR 

INTERNATIONAL CONTROVERSIES, AND RENOUNCED IT AS AN INSTRUMENT OF 

NATIONAL POLICY IN THEIR RELATIONS WITH ONE ANOTHER (ARENT AND 

BECK, 1996). IT WAS ALSO AGREED IN THE KELLOGG BRIAND PACT THAT ―THE 

SETTLEMENT OR SOLUTION OF ALL DISPUTES OR CONFLICTS OF WHATEVER 

NATURE OR OF WHATEVER ORIGIN THEY MAY BE, WHICH MAY ARISE AMONG 

THEM, SHALL NEVER BE SOUGHT EXCEPT BY PEACEFUL MEANS. 

ENOUGH TIME WOULD HAVE BEEN GIVEN TO WEIGH THE SUCCESS OR FAILURE 

OF THE NORMAL DIPLOMACY AND TO PROGRESSIVELY INTENSIFY 

INTERVENTION THROUGH COERCIVE DIPLOMACY IF THE CONVENTIONAL 

DIPLOMACY FAILS. COERCIVE DIPLOMACY HAS TO DO WITH CREDIBLE THREATS 

THAT WOULD ACHIEVE ENUMERATED GOALS. ACCORDING TO GEORGE (1991) 

COERCIVE DIPLOMACY IS ―PERSUASION BACKED WITH CREDIBLE THREATS TO 

ACHIEVE SET GOALS. THIS IS BUTTRESSED BY ART AND CRONIN (2003) WHO 

SAYS THAT ―COERCIVE DIPLOMACY HAS AS ONE OF ITS ESSENTIAL FEATURES, 

AND OFTEN ITS ONLY FEATURE, THE THREAT OR LIMITED USE OF FORCE. IN A 
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SIMILAR VEIN, LAKE (2001) SAYS COERCIVE DIPLOMACY IS ―THE USE OF 

THREATENED FORCE TO INDUCE AN ADVERSARY TO BEHAVE DIFFERENTLY 

THAN IT OTHERWISE WOULD. TARZI (2006) NOTED THAT ―ULTIMATELY THE 

UTILITY OF COERCION IS EMBEDDED IN ACHIEVING NATIONAL OBJECTIVES 

WITHOUT COERCION ACTUALLY BEING USED. COERCIVE DIPLOMACY IS 

DIFFERENT FROM PURE COERCION AND INVOLVES BARGAINS, NEGOTIATIONS, 

AND COMPROMISES AS WELL AS COERCIVE THREATS. THE SUMMARY OF IT ALL 

IS THAT COERCIVE DIPLOMACY IS THE ACT OF USING THREATS, FORCEFUL 

PERSUASION AND OTHER COERCIVE ACTS (SHORT OF FULL BLOWN WAR) TO 

ACHIEVE SET GOALS AND TARGETS.  

CASES ABOUND IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS WHERE COERCIVE DIPLOMACY 

IS USED BY NATIONS TO ACHIEVE OR COMPEL A GOAL OR SET TARGET. 

ALTHOUGH RECENTLY MADE MORE COHERENT AND TANGIBLE BY ALEXANDER 

GEORGE, THE IDEAS AND PRACTICE OF COERCIVE DIPLOMACY HAS BEEN 

KNOWN AND APPLIED MORE THAN TWO THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED YEARS AGO. 

AS FAR BACK AS 500BC SUN TZU DECLARED THAT ―TO SUBDUE THE ENEMY 

WITHOUT FIGHTING IS THE APEX OF SKILL (TSU, 2012). THIS IS INHERENTLY 

REFERRING TO COERCIVE DIPLOMACY. ALTHOUGH DIPLOMACY IS SOMETIMES 

INEFFECTIVE FOR RECALCITRANT NATIONS, COERCIVE DIPLOMACY IS A MORE 

EFFECTIVE TOOL. MORE SO, IN THIS AGE WHEN WAR IS NO LONGER AN 

INSTRUMENT OF FOREIGN POLICY, DECLARATION OF WAR TANTAMOUNT TO 

TWO WRONGS MAKING A RIGHT, WHICH IS AN ANATHEMA. DESPITE THE WELL-

ARTICULATED, HIGHLY EFFECTIVE AND GENERALLY ACCEPTED TREATIES 
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REGULATING THE USE OF FORCE AND DIPLOMATIC APPROACHES TO THE 

SETTLEMENT OF CONFLICTS; SOME ADVANCED COUNTRIES ARE NOT 

FOLLOWING THE DUE PROCESS BUT APPARENTLY TWISTING THE TREATIES TO 

ACHIEVE THEIR ULTERIOR GOALS AS EVIDENT IN SAY LIBYA AND SYRIA. EVERY 

PROPOSAL FOR A NEGOTIATED END TO THE WAR THAT HAS BEEN ISSUED BY 

THE AFRICAN POWERS, ITALY, OR RUSSIA HAS BEEN MET WITH NEW US-NATO 

PROVOCATIONS. THE ALLIED POWERS ARE CLEARLY DETERMINED TO 

SABOTAGE ANY DIPLOMATIC MAN OEUVRES THAT CUT ACROSS THEIR AGENDA. 

THEY ARE EVIDENTLY TAKING ADVANTAGE OF THE WEAKNESS OF AFRICA IN 

PARTICULAR AND THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES IN GENERAL TO EXPLOIT AND 

CONTROL RESOURCES. THIS WAS THE CASE WITH CONGO, IRAQ, SYRIA AND 

LIBYA. 

1.9 TAXONOMY OF GLOBAL POWER POLITICS 

1.9.1SUPERPOWERS 

THERE IS NO AGREED DEFINITION OF WHAT IS A 'SUPERPOWER'. INSTEAD, THERE 

ARE MANY DIFFERENT DEFINITIONS AS THERE ARE SCHOLARS THAT DEFINED IT 

(NOSSAL, 2009). HOWEVER, A FUNDAMENTAL CHARACTERISTIC THAT IS 

CONSISTENT WITH ALL DEFINITIONS OF A SUPERPOWER IS A NATION OR STATE 

THAT HAS MASTERED THE SEVEN DIMENSIONS OF STATE POWER: GEOGRAPHY, 

POPULATION, ECONOMY, RESOURCES, MILITARY, DIPLOMACY AND NATIONAL 

IDENTITY.  

THE VERY TERM ‗SUPERPOWER‘ IS ABOUT GLOBAL REACH. THE COINING OF THE 

TERM IN 1944 BY WILLIAM FOX IN HIS BOOK, THE SUPERPOWERS: THE UNITED 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diplomacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_identity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_identity


 67 

STATES, BRITAIN AND THE SOVIET UNION – THEIR RESPONSIBILITY FOR PEACE, 

SPOKE OF THE GLOBAL REACH OF A SUPER-EMPOWERED NATION. AS THE COLD 

WAR BECAME MORE ENTRENCHED, THAT WHICH DISTINGUISHED A NUCLEAR 

‗SUPERPOWER‘ FROM A 19TH CENTURY ‗GREAT POWER‘ WAS POSSESSION OF 

THE POWER OF ULTIMATE DESTRUCTION AND THE STRATEGIC DOCTRINE OF 

NUCLEAR DETERRENCE THAT EMERGED FROM IT. THE PROCESSES OF 

GLOBALIZATION THAT CHARACTERIZE THE PRESENT CENTURY MEAN THAT A 

GREAT POWER NEEDS MORE THAN NUCLEAR CAPABILITY (FOX, 1944). THERE IS 

NEED TO BROADEN OUT TO THE MORE TRADITIONAL ‗GREAT POWER‘ 

ATTRIBUTES OF MAINTAINING SUFFICIENT DIPLOMATIC, ECONOMIC, AND 

MILITARY RESOURCES FOR PRESERVING THE INTERNATIONAL ORDER IN WHICH 

GREAT POWERS PRESUME THEMSELVES TO BE THE MAIN ACTORS. BEYOND 

BEING MERELY ‗GREAT‘, OR ONLY ‗SUPER‘, THEY MUST NOW BE ‗GLOBAL‘ AND 

ATTAIN TRANSNATIONAL COMPETENCIES THAT PERMIT INTERACTION WITH 

NON-STATE ACTORS, REGIONAL FORUMS AND THE INSTRUMENTS AND 

INSTITUTIONS OF GLOBAL GOVERNANCE. IN SHORT, A 21
ST

 CENTURY 

SUPERPOWER NEEDS TO BE (A) A GREAT POWER IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE 

AND (B) A MILITARILY OUTSTANDING ONE, BUT ALSO (C) A TRANSNATIONAL 

PERFORMER. 

 

1.9.2 GREAT POWERS 

A GREAT POWER IS A SOVEREIGN STATE THAT IS RECOGNIZED AS HAVING THE 

ABILITY AND EXPERTISE TO EXERT ITS INFLUENCE ON A GLOBAL SCALE. GREAT 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sovereign_state
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POWERS CHARACTERISTICALLY POSSESS MILITARY AND ECONOMIC STRENGTH, 

AS WELL AS DIPLOMATIC AND SOFT POWER INFLUENCE, WHICH MAY CAUSE 

MIDDLE OR SMALL POWERS TO CONSIDER THE GREAT POWERS' OPINIONS 

BEFORE TAKING ACTIONS OF THEIR OWN. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

THEORISTS HAVE POSITED THAT GREAT POWER STATUS CAN BE 

CHARACTERIZED INTO POWER CAPABILITIES, SPATIAL ASPECTS, AND STATUS 

DIMENSIONS (HOWARD, 2008). WHILE SOME NATIONS ARE WIDELY CONSIDERED 

TO BE GREAT POWERS, THERE IS NO DEFINITIVE LIST OF THEM. THE STATUS OF 

GREAT POWERS IS RECOGNIZED IN CONFERENCES SUCH AS THE CONGRESS OF 

VIENNA (LOUDEN, 2007; PAUL ET AL, 2005) OR THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY 

COUNCIL (CHINA, FRANCE, RUSSIA, THE UNITED KINGDOM, AND THE UNITED 

STATES SERVE AS THE BODY'S FIVE PERMANENT MEMBERS). THE STATUS OF 

GREAT POWERS HAS ALSO BEEN FORMALLY AND INFORMALLY RECOGNIZED IN 

FORUMS SUCH AS THE GROUP OF SEVEN, G7 (PENTTILA, 2013).  

THE TERM "GREAT POWER" WAS FIRST USED TO REPRESENT THE MOST 

IMPORTANT POWERS IN EUROPE DURING THE POST-NAPOLEONIC ERA. THE 

"GREAT POWERS" CONSTITUTED THE "CONCERT OF EUROPE" AND CLAIMED THE 

RIGHT TO JOINT ENFORCEMENT OF THE POSTWAR TREATIES. THE 

FORMALIZATION OF THE DIVISION BETWEEN SMALL POWERS (WALTZ, 1979) AND 

GREAT POWERS CAME ABOUT WITH THE SIGNING OF THE TREATY OF 

CHAUMONT IN 1814. SINCE THEN, THE INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF POWER HAS 

SHIFTED NUMEROUS TIMES, MOST DRAMATICALLY DURING WORLD WAR I AND 

WORLD WAR II. IN LITERATURE, ALTERNATIVE TERMS FOR GREAT POWER ARE 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soft_power
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OFTEN WORLD POWER (WALTZ, 1993) BUT THESE TERMS CAN ALSO BE 

INTERCHANGEABLE WITH SUPERPOWER.  

1.9.2.1 CHARACTERISTICS OF SUPER OR GREAT POWERS 

THERE ARE NO SET OR DEFINED CHARACTERISTICS OF A GREAT POWER. THESE 

CHARACTERISTICS HAVE OFTEN BEEN TREATED AS EMPIRICAL, SELF-EVIDENT 

TO THE ASSESSOR (WALTZ, 1993). HOWEVER, THIS APPROACH HAS THE 

DISADVANTAGE OF SUBJECTIVITY. AS A RESULT, THERE HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTS 

TO DERIVE SOME COMMON CRITERIA AND TO TREAT THESE AS ESSENTIAL 

ELEMENTS OF GREAT POWER STATUS. 

KENNETH WALTZ USES A SET OF FIVE CRITERIA TO DETERMINE GREAT POWER: 

POPULATION AND TERRITORY; RESOURCE ENDOWMENT; ECONOMIC 

CAPABILITY; POLITICAL STABILITY AND COMPETENCE; AND MILITARY 

STRENGTH (WALTZ, 1979) WHICH WE HAVE TREATED ELSEWHERE.  

1.9.3 EMERGING POWERS 

WITH CONTINUING EUROPEAN INTEGRATION, THE EUROPEAN UNION IS 

INCREASINGLY BEING SEEN AS A GREAT POWER IN ITS OWN RIGHT (HOLBRAAD, 

1984), WITH REPRESENTATION AT THE WTO AND AT G7 AND G-20 SUMMITS. THIS 

IS MOST NOTABLE IN AREAS WHERE THE EUROPEAN UNION HAS EXCLUSIVE 

COMPETENCE (I.E. ECONOMIC AFFAIRS). IT ALSO REFLECTS A NON-TRADITIONAL 

CONCEPTION OF EUROPE'S WORLD ROLE AS A GLOBAL "CIVILIAN POWER", 

EXERCISING COLLECTIVE INFLUENCE IN THE FUNCTIONAL SPHERES OF TRADE 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superpower
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kenneth_Waltz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_integration
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AND DIPLOMACY, AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO MILITARY DOMINANCE (WENDT, 

2004). THE EUROPEAN UNION IS A SUPRANATIONAL UNION AND NOT A 

SOVEREIGN STATE AND HAS ITS OWN FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND DEFENSE POLICY. 

HOWEVER, THESE REMAIN LARGELY WITH THE MEMBER STATES OF THE 

EUROPEAN UNION (WENDT, 2004).
 

BRAZIL AND INDIA ARE WIDELY REGARDED AS EMERGING POWERS WITH THE 

POTENTIAL TO BE GREAT POWERS.  STEPHEN P. COHEN (2001) ASSERTS THAT 

INDIA IS AN EMERGING POWER, BUT HIGHLIGHTS THAT SOME STRATEGISTS 

CONSIDER INDIA TO BE ALREADY A GREAT POWER. ADDITIONALLY, 

PERMANENT MEMBERSHIP OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL IS WIDELY 

REGARDED AS BEING A CENTRAL TENET OF GREAT POWER STATUS IN THE 

MODERN WORLD; BRAZIL, GERMANY, INDIA AND JAPAN FORM THE GROUP OF 

FOUR (G4) NATIONS WHICH SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER (AND HAVE VARYING 

DEGREES OF SUPPORT FROM THE EXISTING PERMANENT MEMBERS) IN 

BECOMING PERMANENT MEMBERS. THE G4 IS OPPOSED BY THE ITALIAN-LED 

UNITING FOR CONSENSUS GROUP WHILE NIGERIA STICKS TO THE AFRICAN 

EZULWINI CONSENSUS. THERE ARE HOWEVER FEW SIGNS THAT REFORM OF THE 

SECURITY COUNCIL WILL HAPPEN IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

1.9.4 SMALL POWERS 

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM IS FOR THE MOST PART MADE UP BY SMALL 

POWERS OR SMALL STATES. WHILE A SMALL POWER IN THE INTERNATIONAL 

SYSTEM MAY NEVER EQUAL OR SURPASS THE EFFECT OF LARGER POWERS, 
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THEY CAN NEVERTHELESS INFLUENCE THE WORKINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

SYSTEM TOGETHER WITH OTHERS. THE FORMALIZATION OF THE DIVISION 

BETWEEN SMALL AND GREAT POWERS CAME ABOUT WITH THE SIGNING OF THE 

TREATY OF CHAUMONT IN 1814. BEFORE THAT THE ASSUMPTION HAD BEEN 

THAT ALL INDEPENDENT STATES WERE IN THEORY EQUAL REGARDLESS OF 

ACTUAL STRENGTH AND RESPONSIBILITIES. FROM THE SECOND HALF OF THE 

TWENTIETH CENTURY, THE BIPOLAR POWER BLOCS DECREASED THE 

STRATEGIC ROOM FOR MANEUVER FOR SMALLER ACTORS. 

SMALL STATES GENERALLY PREFER MULTILATERALISM AS BOTH A PATH TO 

INFLUENCE AND A MEANS TO RESTRAIN LARGER STATES (TOJE, 2010). STUDIES 

OF INFLUENTIAL SMALL STATES INDICATE THAT THEY ARE ABLE TO DEVELOP 

ISSUE-SPECIFIC POWER TO MAKE UP FOR WHAT THEY LACK IN AGGREGATE 

STRUCTURAL POWER. SMALL STATES CAN, THEREFORE, DEVELOP POWER 

DISPROPORTIONATE RELATIVE TO THEIR SIZE ON THE FEW ISSUES OF UTMOST 

IMPORTANCE TO THEM. IN ADDITION TO PRIORITIZATION, SMALL STATES HAVE 

SUCCESSFULLY EMPLOYED THE STRATEGIES OF COALITION-BUILDING AND 

IMAGE-BUILDING. EVEN THOUGH SMALL STATE ADMINISTRATIONS LACK THE 

RESOURCES OF THEIR LARGER COUNTERPARTS, THEIR INFORMALITY, 

FLEXIBILITY, AND THE AUTONOMY OF THEIR DIPLOMATS CAN PROVE 

ADVANTAGEOUS IN NEGOTIATIONS AND WITHIN INSTITUTIONAL SETTINGS.  

MOST OF THE SMALL-STATE STUDIES THAT MAKE UP THE BACKBONE OF THE 

SMALL POWER RESEARCH TRADITION WERE CARRIED OUT IN THE HEYDAY OF 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Chaumont
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NON-ALIGNMENT BY SCHOLARS SUCH AS DAVID VITAL (1967), ROBERT 

ROTHSTEIN (1968), MAURICE EAST (1973) AND ROBERT KEOHANE (1969). 

THE WEAKENING OF THE NON-ALIGNMENT MOVEMENT DURING THE 1970S 

COINCIDED WITH A GRADUAL DECLINE IN SMALL-STATE STUDIES. SMALLNESS 

BECAME MORE USEFUL FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSIS AND THE SMALL-POWER 

CATEGORY WAS FIRST TAKEN INTO SERIOUS ACCOUNT.  ASLE TOJE TAKES A 

VIEW WHERE GREAT POWERS AND SMALL POWERS DISTINGUISH THEMSELVES 

THROUGH PATTERNS OF BEHAVIOR. SMALL POWERS ARE NOT DOWN SCALED 

GREAT POWERS – OR OVERSIZED MICROSTATES (TOJE, 2010). AS POINTED OUT 

BY TOJE (2010), SHORTAGE OF THE RESOURCES AND CAPABILITIES THAT 

DETERMINE POWER AND INFLUENCE ARE CENTRAL TO MOST DEFINITIONS OF 

SMALL POWERS. THE MOST COMMON FACTOR FOR DEFINING STATE SIZE, 

HOWEVER, IS POPULATION SIZE. BESIDES THE SIZE OF POPULATION, OTHER 

VARIABLES SUCH AS TERRITORY, ECONOMY, AND MILITARY CAPABILITIES ARE 

ALSO USED.  

EVEN THOUGH THE MOST COMMON FACTOR FOR DEFINING SMALL POWERS IS 

THE SIZE OF THE POPULATION, THERE IS NOT AN AGREEMENT OF HOW 

POPULOUS STATES SHOULD BE TO BE DEFINED AS SMALL OR MIDDLE POWERS. 

ALTHOUGH STATES WITH LESS THAN 10 OR 15 MILLION INHABITANTS ARE 

REGARDED AS SMALL BY MOST ACADEMICS, STATES WITH UP TO 30 MILLION 

INHABITANTS ARE SOMETIMES CONSIDERED SMALL (SENS, 1996). OTHERS 

(MORGENTHAU, 1972; ROTHSTEIN, 1968), HOWEVER, THINK OF SIZE AS A 

RELATIVE CONCEPT WHERE THE INFLUENCE OF GREAT POWERS IS SEEN AS FAR 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asle_Toje
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GREATER AND THE INFLUENCE OF MIDDLE POWERS MODERATELY GREATER 

THAN THOSE OF SMALL POWERS. ADDITIONALLY, SMALL STATES BARELY HAVE 

THE CAPABILITIES TO INFLUENCE THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM (KEOHANE, 

1969). 

INSTEAD OF FOCUSING SOLELY ON ONE FACTOR, A FRAMEWORK THAT 

INTERTWINES MULTIPLE FACTORS WAS PROPOSED BY ARCHER AND NEILL 

(2002). IN THIS REGARD, FACTORS SUCH AS FIXED SIZE (POPULATION AND 

TERRITORY), SOVEREIGNTY SIZE (THE DEGREE TO WHICH A STATE CONTROLS 

ITS INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND BORDERS AND IS RECOGNIZED), POLITICAL SIZE 

(MILITARY AND ADMINISTRATIVE CAPABILITIES, DOMESTIC COHESION, AND 

FOREIGN POLICY CONSENSUS), ECONOMIC SIZE (GDP, MARKET SIZE, AND 

DEVELOPMENT), PERCEPTUAL SIZE (HOW A STATE IS PERCEIVED BY INTERNAL 

OR EXTERNAL ACTORS), AND PREFERENCE SIZE (THE IDEAS, AMBITIONS, AND 

PRIORITIES OF DOMESTIC ELITES REGARDING THEIR ROLE IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM) ARE GIVEN EQUAL VALUE AS OPPOSED TO JUST A 

SINGLE FACTOR (ARCHER AND NEILL, 2002). 

1.9.4.1 CHARACTERISTICS OF SMALL POWERS 

THOUGH A SINGLE DEFINITION HAS PROVED ELUSIVE DUE TO THE NUMBER OF 

POTENTIAL VARIABLES AND THEIR PARTICULAR INTERPRETATION UNDER 

GIVEN CONDITIONS, ASLE TOJE (2010) CLAIMS TO HAVE FOUND RECURRING 

TRAITS IN THE RESEARCH LITERATURE REGARDING THE BEHAVIOURAL 

PATTERNS OF SMALL POWERS ON THE INTERNATIONAL STAGE: 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Asle_Toje
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THE STRATEGIC BEHAVIOR OF SMALL POWERS IS CHARACTERIZED BY 

DEPENDENCE. A SMALL POWER RECOGNIZES THAT IT CANNOT OBTAIN 

SECURITY BY RELYING SOLELY ON ITS OWN CAPABILITIES. THEY CANNOT 

AFFECT THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM ALONE BUT WITH SOME CONCERTED 

EFFORT THEY CAN AFFECT THE WAY THE SYSTEM WORKS. A SMALL POWER 

PLAYS A DISPENSABLE AND NON-DECISIVE PART IN A GREAT POWER‘S ARRAY 

OF POLITICAL AND MILITARY RESOURCES. SMALL POWERS THEREFORE TEND 

TOWARDS A POLICY OF EITHER STRICT NEUTRALITY OR ALLIANCE. THOSE 

‗LOCATED IN GEOPOLITICAL REGIONS CRITICAL TO MAINTAINING A GREAT 

POWER‘S POSITION IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM TEND TO OPT FOR 

ALLIANCE‘. IN AN ALLIANCE, SMALL POWERS TEND TO FOLLOW THE ALLIANCE 

LEADER CLOSELY, LEND IT WHAT SUPPORT THEY CAN AND AVOID 

ANTAGONIZING IT. UNDER REGIONAL HEGEMONY WITH A LOW PROBABILITY OF 

PUNISHMENT, SMALL POWERS TEND TO ADOPT NEUTRALITY (TOJE, 2010). 

SMALL POWERS DISPLAY VARIABLE GEOMETRY. IN TERMS OF MILITARY 

CAPABILITIES THERE IS NO ABILITY TO PROJECT POWER ON A GLOBAL SCALE. 

THEY ARE FORCED BY THEIR LIMITED RESOURCES, BY THEIR LOCATION AND BY 

THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM ITSELF TO ESTABLISH CLEAR PRIORITIES (TOJE, 

2010).THEY IDENTIFY A HIERARCHY OF RISKS AND ATTEMPT TO 

INTERNATIONALIZE THOSE CONSIDERED TO BE MOST SERIOUS. SMALL POWER 

POLICIES, ARGUES DAVID VITAL (1967), ARE AIMED AT ALTERING THE 

EXTERNAL ENVIRONMENT BY ‗REDUCING AN UNFAVORABLE DISCREPANCY IN 

STRENGTH, BROADENING THE FIELD OF MANEUVER AND CHOICE, AND 
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INCREASING THE TOTAL RESOURCES ON WHICH THE STATE CAN COUNT IN 

TIMES OF STRESS‘ (LAIDI, 2010). SMALL POWERS ARE THEREFORE STATUS QUO 

ORIENTED. THEY WORK WITHIN THE ESTABLISHED ORDER RATHER THAN 

ATTEMPTING TO REVISE THE ORDER ITSELF. 

SMALL POWERS ARE THE PRIMARY BENEFICIARIES OF INTERNATIONAL 

INSTITUTIONS AND ARE, BY NECESSITY, LOVERS OF THE LAW (LAIDI, 2010). A 

SMALL POWER WILL OFTEN SEEK TO MINIMIZE THE COSTS OF CONDUCTING 

FOREIGN POLICY AND WILL INCREASE THE WEIGHT BEHIND ITS POLICIES BY 

ENGAGING IN CONCERTED EFFORTS WITH OTHER ACTORS. GENERALLY, THIS 

LEADS TO A HIGH DEGREE OF PARTICIPATION IN AND SUPPORT FOR 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, WHICH LEADS TO A TENDENCY TO ADOPT 

‗MORAL‘ OR ‗NORMATIVE‘ POLICY POSITIONS. FORMAL RULES ARE ACTIVELY 

ENCOURAGED IN ORDER TO CURB THE GREAT POWERS AND STRENGTHEN THEIR 

OWN POSITION. 

SMALL POWERS ARE RISK AVERSE. THEY SEE MORE DANGERS THAN 

OPPORTUNITIES IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS, WHICH LEADS THEM BOTH TO 

SHUN SYSTEM-UPHOLDING TASKS AND TO DISPLAY A PENCHANT FOR TOKEN 

PARTICIPATION IN SUCH ENDEAVORS. ZAKI LAIDI (2010) SEES A RISK AVERSE 

POWER AS AN INTERNATIONAL ACTOR THAT ‗DEFINES AND RESPONDS TO THE 

POLITICAL STATES OF A GIVEN IDENTIFIED RISK IN TERMS OF A WILL TO 

REDUCE ITS UNCERTAINTIES AND UNCONTROLLABLE EFFECTS‘.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Zaki_Laidi&action=edit&redlink=1
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1.9.4.2 SMALL POWERS IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

SMALL STATES CAN UNDER SOME CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE A 

DISPROPORTIONATELY GREAT INFLUENCE. ACCORDING TO DIANA PANKE, 

"SMALL STATES TEND TO BE MOST LIKELY TO PUNCH ABOVE THEIR WEIGHT IF 

THE NEGOTIATIONS TAKE PLACE IN AN INSTITUTIONALIZED ARENA WITH 

MAJORITY-BASED DECISION-MAKING RULES IN WHICH EACH STATE HAS ONE 

VOTE OR IN CONTEXTS IN WHICH DECISIONS ARE MADE UNANIMOUSLY, IF THEY 

ARE SELECTIVE IN NEGOTIATIONS AND CONCENTRATE THEIR CAPACITIES ON 

THE MOST IMPORTANT ISSUES, ENGAGE IN CAPACITY-BUILDING ACTIVITIES TO 

MAXIMIZE THEIR IDEATIONAL RESOURCES, IF THEY MAKE USE OF 

INSTITUTIONAL OPPORTUNITY STRUCTURES SUCH AS CHAIRING MEETINGS AND 

ENGAGING IN AGENDA-SETTING, AND IF THEY INDIVIDUALLY OR 

COLLECTIVELY APPLY PERSUASION STRATEGIES FROM EARLY ON (PANKE, 2012). 

THE MAJORITY OF THE STATES IN THE WORLD CAN BE CONSIDERED SMALL 

STATES, BUT SOMEHOW THERE IS LESS THAN IDEAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE 

ACTIVITIES OF SMALL STATES WITHIN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

PARTICULARLY WHEN IT COMES TO INFLUENCING POLICY OUTCOMES. SMALL 

STATES ENCOUNTER SIZE-RELATED OBSTACLES IN DIFFERENT NEGOTIATION 

SETTINGS (THE NEGOTIATION SETTINGS RANGING BETWEEN EVERYTHING FROM 

THE UN AND THE EU TO THE WTO) AS WELL AS IN CAPACITY-BUILDING AND 

SHAPING STRATEGIES USED TO INFLUENCE NEGOTIATION OUTCOMES. 

A SIZE-RELATED OBSTACLE WOULD FOR EXAMPLE BE THE EU WHICH USES A 

SYSTEM OF WEIGHTED VOTING, WHICH GIVES BIGGER STATES A GREATER 



 77 

POLITICAL LEVERAGE THAN SMALLER STATES. ON THE OTHER AND A LOT OF 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS USE A ―ONE STATE, ONE VOTE‖ PRINCIPLE 

WHICH MAY APPEAR TO SECURE EQUALITY BETWEEN STATES OF VARIOUS 

SIZES. HOWEVER, EVEN IF THE FORMAL VOTING ITSELF IS EQUAL WHAT 

HAPPENS IN THE BACKGROUND IS NOT. SMALL STATES FACE SIZE-RELATED 

DIFFICULTIES DURING NEGOTIATION PROCESSES IN IO‘S SUCH AS THE UN 

BECAUSE THEY OFTEN POSSESS FEWER ADMINISTRATIVE, FINANCIAL AND 

ECONOMIC RESOURCES, WHICH HINDERS THEM IN PARTICIPATING IN THE 

NEGOTIATION PROCESS AT THE SAME LEVEL AS THE LARGER STATES. THEY ARE 

SIMPLY SPREAD TOO THIN ACROSS VARIOUS ISSUES AND THEREFORE RESORT 

TO CONCENTRATING ALL THEIR RESOURCES TOWARDS THE ISSUE OF HIGHEST 

SIGNIFICANCE. THEREFORE, SMALL STATES ARE FORCED TO CHOOSE BETWEEN 

THEIR INTERESTS IN NEGOTIATIONS. THEY ALSO PRODUCE BETTER RESULTS IF 

THEY USE PERSUASION BASED STRATEGIES RATHER THAN BARGAINING ONES 

BECAUSE THEY LACK BARGAINING LEVERAGE (TOJE, 2010). IN ADDITION, 

DELEGATES FROM SMALLER STATES TEND TO HAVE SPEAKING POINTS FOR 

FEWER ISSUES AND SMALLER BUDGETS THAN THE DELEGATES FROM THE 

LARGER NATIONS; THIS GIVES THE LARGER STATES A BETTER POSITION TO 

INFLUENCE OUTCOMES BOTH IN WEIGHTED AND EQUAL WEIGHT VOTING 

SYSTEMS. 

2.10 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THEORY OR A FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSES IN ANY 

SOCIAL SCIENCES STUDY CANNOT BE OVEREMPHASIZED. IN ORDER TO SITUATE 
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THIS WORK IN PERSPECTIVE, THE REALIST THEORY OF NATIONAL POWER IS 

ADOPTED. THIS THEORY WAS DEVELOPED BY THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

SCHOLAR HAN MORGENTHAU IN HIS BOOK, POLITICS AMONG NATIONS, 

PUBLISHED IN 1948. HANS MORGENTHAU IS PERHAPS THE MOST SYSTEMATIC OF 

ALL MODERN THEORISTS IN THIS RESPECT, AND HIS THEORY HAS BEEN 

FOLLOWED BY NUMEROUS OTHER THEORISTS SINCE HIS WORK POLITICS AMONG 

NATIONS WAS FIRST PUBLISHED. OTHER SCHOLARS THAT DEVELOPED THIS 

THEORY INCLUDE GERMAN (1960), CLINE (1975,) AND WALTZ (1979).  

IN DESCRIBING HIS THEORY, THE ―ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER,‖ HANS 

MORGENTHAU SYSTEMATICALLY INCLUDES AND ASSESSES GEOGRAPHY, 

NATURAL RESOURCES, ESPECIALLY FOOD AND RAW MATERIALS, INDUSTRIAL 

CAPACITY, MILITARY PREPAREDNESS, ESPECIALLY TECHNOLOGY, LEADERSHIP, 

AND QUANTITY AND QUALITY OF THE ARMED FORCES, POPULATION, 

ESPECIALLY THE DISTRIBUTION AND TRENDS, NATIONAL CHARACTER, 

NATIONAL MORALE, AND THE QUALITY OF DIPLOMACY AND GOVERNMENT, 

WHILE WARNING AGAINST, AMONG OTHER THINGS, EFFORTS TO ATTRIBUTE ―TO 

A SINGLE FACTOR AN OVERRIDING IMPORTANCE‖ IN THE MEASUREMENT OF 

POWER. IN SIMPLE TERMS, THE ELEMENTS OR ATTRIBUTES OF A NATION‘S 

POWER SHOULD ENCOMPASS THE SIZE OF POPULATION AND TERRITORY, 

RESOURCE ENDOWMENT, ECONOMIC CAPABILITY, MILITARY STRENGTH, 

POLITICAL STABILITY AND COMPETENCE. 

THIS TRADITION OF ATTEMPTING TO SYSTEMATICALLY ASSESS THE NATIONAL 

POWER OF COUNTRIES CONTINUED AFTER MORGENTHAU, THOUGH THE 
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DIFFICULTY OF COMPREHENSIVELY ASSESSING POWER IN THE MANNER HE 

BELIEVED NECESSARY HAS RESULTED IN A WIDESPREAD VIOLATION OF HIS 

STIPULATION THAT SINGLE-FACTOR APPROACHES ARE TO BE AVOIDED. IN 

THEIR WORK ON TRADITIONAL APPROACHES TO MEASURING POWER, MERRITT 

AND ZINNES (1988) DESCRIBE SEVERAL DISTINCTIVE ATTEMPTS TO MEASURE 

POWER THAT HAVE SOUGHT TO AVOID THE COMPLEXITY OF THE PROBLEM BY 

SIMPLY FOCUSING ON A SINGLE AGGREGATE VARIABLE. THESE SINGLE 

VARIABLES ARE USUALLY INTENDED PRIMARILY AS PROXIES FOR OVERALL 

NATIONAL POWER, AND THEIR USERS MAKE NO EFFORT TO PRETEND THAT THE 

VARIABLES CHOSEN ARE IN FACT COMPREHENSIVE INDICATORS OF NATIONAL 

POWER. IN MOST CASES, THE VARIABLES CHOSEN HAVE BEEN PRIMARILY A 

FUNCTION OF CONVENIENCE OR BECAUSE OF THE EASY AVAILABILITY OF 

DATA. 

AMONG THE MORE WIDELY RECOGNIZED THEORIES OF NATIONAL POWER WAS 

THE ONE DEVISED BY RAY CLINE IN 1975. THIS THEORY USES THE NONLINEAR, 

MULTIVARIABLE INDEX IN ITS ATTEMPT TO INTEGRATE BOTH CAPABILITIES 

AND COMMITMENT TO CREATE A FORMULA THAT WOULD RANK ORDER THE 

PERCEIVED POWER OF STATES. CLINE‘S FORMULA WAS 

PP = (C + E + M) (S + W), 

WHERE C IS CRITICAL MASS, INCLUDING POPULATION AND TERRITORY, E IS 

ECONOMIC CAPACITY, INCLUDING INCOME PLUS ENERGY PLUS NONFUEL 

MINERALS PLUS MANUFACTURING PLUS FOOD PLUS TRADE, M IS MILITARY 

CAPACITY, INCLUDING THE STRATEGIC BALANCE PLUS COMBAT CAPABILITIES 



 80 

PLUS A BONUS FOR EFFORT, S IS THE NATIONAL STRATEGY COEFFICIENT, AND W 

IS NATIONAL WILL, INCLUDING THE LEVEL OF NATIONAL INTEGRATION, THE 

STRENGTH OF LEADERSHIP, AND THE RELEVANCE OF STRATEGY TO THE 

NATIONAL INTEREST. 

ANOTHER COMPLEX NONLINEAR MULTIVARIABLE THEORY THAT ATTEMPTS TO 

BOTH IDENTIFY DISCRETE VARIABLES AND SPECIFY THEIR 

INTERRELATIONSHIPS IS THE ONE DEVELOPED BY CLIFFORD GERMAN, WHO 

PRODUCED A WORLD POWER INDEX THAT TOOK THE FOLLOWING FORM: 

G = NATIONAL POWER = N(L + P + I + M), 

WHERE N IS NUCLEAR CAPABILITY, L IS LAND, P IS POPULATION, I IS THE 

INDUSTRIAL BASE, AND M IS MILITARY SIZE. EACH OF THESE VARIABLES WAS 

FURTHER BROKEN DOWN INTO A SERIES OF FACTORS, EACH OF WHICH WAS 

SCORED BY A VARIETY OF CRITERIA PERTINENT TO THE FACTOR CONCERNED. 

AFTER REVIEWING THIS MODEL, MERRITT AND ZINNES CONCLUDED THAT ―OF 

ALL THE POWER INDEXES CONSIDERED, THE GERMAN INDEX IS THE MOST 

COMPLEX. IT CONSISTS OF A MULTITUDE OF VARIABLES, A SERIES OF SCORING 

SCHEMES, AND SEVERAL INSTANCES IN WHICH JUDGMENTS MUST BE MADE.‖  

THE COMPLEXITY AND STRICT ATTACHMENT OF CLINE (1975) AND GERMAN 

(1960) FORMULAE MADE THEM CUMBERSOME AND THEREFORE HANS 

MORGENTHAU THEORY IS ADOPTED FOR ITS CLARITY, SIMPLICITY AND 

PROMINENCE. FURTHER, HIS THEORY BETTER EXPLAINS NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM 

POWER ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS. 
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NIGERIA IS THE TENTH LARGEST STATE OF THE CONTINENT, WITH A LANDMASS 

OF 924,000 SQUARE KILOMETERS AND A 853 KM LONG COASTLINE. NIGERIA‘S 

POPULATION, OFFICIALLY ESTIMATED AT 170 MILLION, MAKES IT THE MOST 

POPULOUS COUNTRY IN AFRICA, AND ONE OF THOSE IN WHICH THE RATE OF 

URBANIZATION IS AT ITS HIGHEST. NIGERIA IS ALSO AFRICA‘S FIRST OIL 

PRODUCER AND, WITH AN ARMY OF ABOUT 120,000 (NIGERIAN ARMY, 2014), THE 

SECOND MOST IMPORTANT MILITARY POWER IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA. IN 

WEST AFRICA, AN ESTIMATED 60% OF THE POPULATION AND OVER 50% OF THE 

POTENTIAL FOR PRIMARY AND MANUFACTURING PRODUCTION ARE LOCATED 

IN NIGERIA. SUCH A COMBINATION OF HUMAN AND NATURAL RESOURCES, 

DOMINANCE OVER NEIGHBORING STATES AND THE DIPLOMATIC AND MILITARY 

ENGAGEMENT OF SUCCESSIVE REGIMES IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE CONTINENT 

HELPS TO EXPLAIN THE PERCEPTION OF THE COUNTRY BY ITS ELITES AS A 

REGIONAL POWER AND A LEADER IN AFRICAN CONTINENTAL AFFAIRS. 

NIGERIA, WITH A POPULATION OF 170 MILLION (WORLD BANK, 2014), IS THE 

MOST POPULOUS COUNTRY IN AFRICA AND THE BLACK WORLD. IT HAS CLOSE 

TO 200 BILLION DOLLARS GROSS NATIONAL INCOME (GNI) AND A GNI PER 

CAPITA OF 1, 453 DOLLARS (WORLD BANK, 2014). NIGERIA‘S DEFENSE BUDGET IS 

ALMOST 2 BILLION DOLLARS (STOCKHOLM INTERNATIONAL PEACE INSTITUTE, 

2014) AND THE SIZE OF HER ARMED FORCES IS 130,000 ACTIVE FRONTLINE 

PERSONNEL AND 30, 000 ACTIVE RESERVE PERSONNEL (NIGERIAN ARMY, 2014; 

US STATE DEPARTMENT, 2014). NIGERIA HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX PROFILE 

(BASED ON LIFE EXPECTANCYAT BIRTH; ADULT LITERACY; GROSS PRIMARY, 
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SECONDARY, AND TERTIARY SCHOOL ENROLLMENT; AND PURCHASING POWER 

PARITY IN U.S. DOLLARS) IS 0.456 (UNDP, 2014). 

SECONDLY, THE THEORY WAS USED TO ILLUSTRATE NIGERIA‘S FUNCTIONAL 

ROLE IN AFRICAN PEACE AND SECURITY, POLITICS AND ECONOMY THROUGH 

THE VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL, REGIONAL AND CONTINENTAL INITIATIVES ON 

PEACE BUILDING AND PEACEMAKING, REGIONAL INTEGRATION IN WEST 

AFRICA INCLUDING TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL AID TO WEAK AFRICAN AND 

CARIBBEAN NATIONS. 

THIRDLY, THE THEORY HELPED ANALYZE THE MOTIVES OF NIGERIA‘S 

INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR AS A STATE THAT OWES A RESPONSIBILITY TO 

STAND AND RESPOND TO AFRICA‘S ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND SECURITY 

DILEMMA AND ALSO A STATE THAT SEES ITSELF AS AN IMPORTANT PARTNER IN 

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, ESPECIALLY PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT, AND HER BID 

NIGERIA‘S BID FOR A ‗PERMANENT SEAT‘ IN A REFORMED UNITED NATIONS 

SECURITY COUNCIL. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

THIS CHAPTER FOCUSES ON THE METHODOLOGY USED TO CONDUCT THIS 

STUDY. IT COVERS THE TYPE OF DATA COLLECTION USED AND THE METHOD OF 

ANALYSIS EMPLOYED. IT ALSO INCLUDES THE BOUNDARY LINES AGAINST 

WHICH THE RESEARCH IS BASED AND WHAT CHALLENGES WERE ENCOUNTERED 

IN THE COURSE OF THE WORK.  

3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN 

THIS RESEARCH USES THE HISTORICAL DESIGN TO COLLECT AND SYNTHESIZE 

EXISTING WORKS AND MATERIALS IN ORDER TO ESTABLISH, DEFEND AND OR 

REFUTE OUR ASSUMPTIONS.  HENCE, THE USE OF SECONDARY MATERIALS SUCH 

AS OFFICIAL RECORDS, BOOKS, NEWSPAPER AND JOURNAL ARTICLES AND EVEN 

DIGITAL CONTENTS IN ADDITION TO THE INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED. 

3.3 SOURCES OF DATA 

THIS RESEARCH USES BOTH PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SOURCES OF DATA. FOR 

THE PRIMARY DATA, IN-DEPTH INTERVIEWS (IDI) WERE CONDUCTED. THOUGH 

INTERVIEWS ―DO NOT SOMETIMES GIVE TRUTHFUL RESPONSES‖ (KVALE, 1996), 

IT IS STILL A METHOD THAT AIMS TO PROBE DEEP UNDER THE SURFACE OF 

SUPERFICIAL RESPONSES TO OBTAIN TRUE MEANINGS THAT INDIVIDUALS 

ASSIGN TO EVENTS AND THE COMPLEXITY OF THEIR ATTITUDES, BEHAVIORS 

AND EXPERIENCES (FODDY, 1994; IZAH, UNPUBLISHED).  
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ONE STRENGTH OF THE INTERVIEW AS A RESEARCH METHOD IS THAT IT CAN 

YIELD UNEXPECTED OR OPEN ENDED INFORMATION IF THE QUESTIONS ARE 

NOT TOO RIGID (FODDY, 1994). THEREFORE, THE UNSTRUCTURED INTERVIEW 

METHOD WAS EMPLOYED. THE UNSTRUCTURED INTERVIEWS WILL GIVE 

INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWEES THE CHANCE TO FREELY EXPRESS THEIR OPINIONS 

ON THE SUBJECT OF THIS RESEARCH, AND FROM THESE, WE WILL DRAW 

HELPFUL INSIGHTS TO OUR RESEARCH (GUBRIUM AND HOLSTEIN, 2001). THIS IS 

BECAUSE, IF WE STRUCTURED THE INTERVIEW QUESTIONS, IT IS VERY 

PROBABLE WE MAY NOT GET THE DESIRED RESPONSE DUE TO THE NATURE AND 

SECRECY WHICH CHARACTERIZE FOREIGN POLICY MAKING. HOWEVER, IN 

ORDER TO AVOID THE INTERVIEWEE‘S FEELINGS OF BEING EXPOSED (IN 

PARTICULAR ON SENSITIVE TOPICS SUCH AS NIGERIA‘S DEFENSE) AND IN 

ORDER FOR THE INTERVIEWEES NOT TO PRESENT THEMSELVES IN A SPECIFIC 

WAY IN ORDER TO FIT IN THEIR PERCEPTION WITH THIS RESEARCHER, THIS 

RESEARCHER TRIED TO BUILD RAPPORT WITH THE INTERVIEWEES SO THEY 

WILL FEEL AT EASE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS. 

OTHER SCHOLARS SUCH AS MCCRACKEN (1988) SUGGEST THAT THE 

INTERVIEWER SHOULD APPEAR DUMB SO THAT THE INTERVIEWEES DO NOT 

FEEL DEFENSELESS OR EXPOSED IN THE INTERVIEW. THIS RESEARCHER DOES 

NOT ADVISE THIS BECAUSE IT CAN PUT A RESEARCHER IN JEOPARDY, 

ESPECIALLY WHEN DEALING WITH HIGHLY EDUCATED AND HIGHLY PLACED 

INDIVIDUALS. THIS RESEARCHER USED THIS TECHNIQUE DURING HIS 

INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR (PROFESSOR) LARABA ABDULLAHI, THE AU 
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COMMISSIONER FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS. SHE FELT SHE WAS WASTING HER 

TIME AND THEREFORE STARTED TREATING OTHER MATTERS AND FINALLY 

ASKED THIS RESEARCHER TO GO BACK TO HIS PROPOSAL AND COME BACK THE 

NEXT DAY.  

IN SUBSEQUENT INTERVIEWS, THIS RESEARCHER APPEARED TO BE PROFICIENT, 

BUT LESS INFORMED THAN THE INTERVIEWEES ON THE TOPIC. THIS 

RESEARCHER THEREFORE USED HIS KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY OF NIGERIAN 

FOREIGN POLICY TO CREATE A RAPPORT, AT THE SAME TIME PRESENTING 

HIMSELF AS HAVING LITTLE OR UNINFORMED ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED BEHIND 

THE SCENES.  

THE SECONDARY DATA COVER EXISTING RELEVANT WORKS WRITTEN ON 

SIMILAR TOPICS. THEREFORE, DOCUMENTARY METHOD WAS USED IN THIS 

RESEARCH. THIS ENTAILS DRAWING INSIGHTS FROM BOOKS, MAGAZINES AND 

NEWSPAPERS, PROCEDURAL DOCUMENTS (MINUTES FROM MEETING, FORMAL 

LETTERS), PERSONAL DOCUMENTS (DIARIES, LETTERS), INCLUDING PUBLISHED 

AND UNPUBLISHED MATERIALS ON THE SUBJECT OF THIS STUDY. JOURNALS 

AND PUBLICATIONS LIKE THE PUBLICATION OF THE MINISTRIES OF FOREIGN 

AFFAIRS AND NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (NIIA). 

LIBRARY AND RESOURCE CENTERS IN NIGERIA AND ABROAD HAVE BEEN BE 

USED. THE AFRICAN UNION RESOURCE CENTER IN ADDIS ABABA, THE ECOWAS 

LIBRARY IN ABUJA, CENTER FOR DEMOCRACY AND TRAINING, MAMBAYYA 

HOUSE, KANO, AND ESPECIALLY, THE LIBRARY OF THE NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF 
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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS (NIIA) HAVE SOURCE OF THE LARGEST PART OF THE 

LITERATURE USED IN THIS RESEARCH.  

3.4 STUDY POPULATION 

THE TARGET GROUP FOR THE INTERVIEW INCLUDED NIGERIAN LEADERS, 

DIPLOMATS AND FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICIALS. IT ALSO INCLUDED FOREIGN 

POLICY ANALYSTS, SCHOLARS, POLITICIANS AND MEMBERS OF THE BUSINESS 

COMMUNITY.  

SOME OF THE PERSONALITIES SELECTED FOR INTERVIEW INCLUDE THE FORMER 

PRESIDENTS, GENERALS IBRAHIM BABANGIDA AND OLUSEGUN OBASANJO, AND 

GENERAL YAKUBU GOWON. BUT ONLY PRESIDENT OBASANJO RESPONDED TO 

THIS RESEARCHER WITH A SHORT NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT. BY THE TIME THIS 

RESEARCHER REACHED THE OBASANJO LIBRARY COMPLEX IN OTTA, THE 

FORMER PRESIDENT HAD LEFT FOR UK.  

AMONG THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS SLATED FOR INTERVIEW, ONLY 

PROFESSOR BOLAJI AKINYEMI, FORMER NIGERIA‘S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

MINISTER WHO INTRODUCED AND PROMOTED THE CONCEPT OF MEDIUM POWER 

IN NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY, AND MRS. SALAMATU SULEIMAN, FORMER 

STATE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND PAST ECOWAS POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

CHIEF, WERE INTERVIEWED. PROFESSOR AKINYEMI GRANTED THIS 

RESEARCHER TWO INTERVIEWS. THE FIRST INTERVIEW WAS GRANTED AT HIS 

OFFICE IN IKEJA, LAGOS, AND THE SECOND WAS RECORDED ON PHONE TWO 

MONTHS LATER. THIS RESEARCHER COULD NOT GET AN APPOINTMENT WITH 



 88 

AMBASSADOR AMINU WALI, THE FORMER FOREIGN AFFAIRS MINISTER (SEE 

APPENDIX II, P. 122). 

THIS RESEARCHER SOUGHT TO INTERVIEW PROFESSOR SHUAIBU AHMED 

DANFULANI, A FORMER DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF 

POLICY AND STRATEGIC STUDIES (NIPSS) KURU. THIS RESEARCHER‘S CONTACTS 

IN ILE-IFE COULD NOT GET AN APPOINTMENT WITH HIM AND THEREFORE HE 

WAS NOT INTERVIEWED. THEREFORE THIS RESEARCHER INTERVIEWED 

AMBASSADOR SHUAIBU OTHMAN YOLA, SENIOR NIGERIAN DIPLOMAT THAT 

WAS HIGH COMMISSIONER IN UNITED KINGDOM AND TANZANIA, AND ALSO 

BRIEFLY SERVED AS ACTING SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE OAU AND AS AN UN 

UNDER-SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS AT DIFFERENT TIMES. 

HE WAS ALSO AN INSTRUCTOR AT THE NIPSS, KURU. EVEN THOUGH HE HAD 

DIFFICULTY RECOLLECTING SOME EVENTS, HIS VIEWS WERE HIGHLY 

INSTRUCTIVE AND INFORMATIVE (SEE APPENDIX II, P. 122).  

ANOTHER PERSON INTERVIEWED BY THIS RESEARCHER WAS AMBASSADOR ADO 

SANUSI. HE WAS STATIONED IN SAUDI ARABIA, IRAN AND MALAYSIA AT 

DIFFERENT TIMES. THOUGH THE INTERVIEW WITH HIM WAS SHIFTED THREE 

TIMES (DUE TO HIS HEALTH CONDITION), HIS RESPONSES WERE MEASURED AND 

INVESTIGATIVE. FOR EXAMPLE, HE STARTED BY ASKING THIS RESEARCHER IF 

NIGERIA HAD OPTIMALLY UTILIZED ITS ―GOLDEN DIPLOMATIC TEAM‖ OF THE 

1970S AND 1980S TO SECURE A PERMANENT SEAT IN THE UNITED NATIONS 

SECURITY COUNCIL (SEE APPENDIX II, P. 122). 
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AMBASSADOR BULUS LOLO WAS INTERVIEWED BY THIS RESEARCHER IN ADDIS 

ABABA. HE IS A NIGERIAN CAREER DIPLOMAT WHO ROSE THROUGH THE RANKS 

UNTIL HIS APPOINTMENT AS A REPRESENTATIVE TO ETHIOPIA, WITH 

CONCURRENT ACCREDITATION TO AFRICAN UNION (AU), UNITED NATIONS 

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA (UNECA) AND THE STATE OF DJIBOUTI. HE 

IS CURRENTLY THE PERMANENT SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

HIS RESPONSES WERE MORE OF AN ACADEMIC THAN A DIPLOMAT BECAUSE HE 

WAS CANDID. 

AMBASSADOR LARABA ABDULLAHI, THE AU COMMISSIONER FOR POLITICAL 

AFFAIRS, WAS ALSO INTERVIEWED. SHE WAS NIGERIA‘S AMBASSADOR TO 

GUINEA CONAKRY. HER CHOICE WAS MADE BECAUSE SHE IS A NIGERIAN 

DIPLOMAT OCCUPYING AN EXECUTIVE POSITION IN THE AU. HER VIEWS ON 

NIGERIA‘S INFLUENCE WITHIN THE AU ARE VERY IMPORTANT TO THIS 

RESEARCH (SEE APPENDIX II, P. 122). 

AMBASSADOR BUNU SHERIFF MUSA WAS NIGERIA‘S AMBASSADOR TO FRANCE 

AS WELL AS A FORMER MINISTER OF SOLID MINERALS AND INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

HIS VIEWS ARE VERY IMPORTANT TO THIS WORK ESPECIALLY WITH REGARDS 

TO NIGERIA‘S ECONOMIC ENDOWMENTS VIS-À-VIS HER VISION 

INTERNATIONALLY (SEE APPENDIX II, P. 122).  

THIS RESEARCHER ENGAGED AMBASSADOR DANJUMA NANPON SHENI, THE 

FORMER PERMANENT SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, IN A 

CONVERSATION DURING LUNCH BREAK AT THE AFRICAN CONFERENCE ON 

POST-CONFLICT RECONSTRUCTION AND PEACE IN ABUJA.  
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FINALLY, AMBASSADOR ADEGBOYEGA CHRISTOPHER ARIYO WAS 

INTERVIEWED. HE WAS NIGERIA‘S HIGH COMMISSIONER TO NAMIBIA AND 

CURRENTLY ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN CIVIL SOCIETY (SEE APPENDIX II, P. 122). 

3.5 SAMPLING TECHNIQUE 

THE UTILIZED THE PURPOSIVE SAMPLING METHOD. THIS IS A SAMPLING 

TECHNIQUE WHEREBY THIS RESEARCHER RELIED ON HIS OWN JUDGMENT 

WHEN CHOOSING MEMBERS OF POPULATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE STUDY. 

THIS RESEARCHER APPLIED CERTAIN CRITERIA SUCH AS SERVICE IN NIGERIA‘S 

DIPLOMATIC CORPS IN MAKING THE SELECTION FOR THE POPULATION. 

PURPOSIVE SAMPLING IS A NON-PROBABILITY SAMPLING METHOD AND IT 

OCCURS WHEN ELEMENTS SELECTED FOR THE SAMPLE ARE CHOSEN BY THE 

JUDGMENT OF THE RESEARCHER. RESEARCHERS OFTEN BELIEVE THAT THEY 

CAN OBTAIN A REPRESENTATIVE SAMPLE BY USING A SOUND JUDGMENT, 

WHICH WILL RESULT IN SAVING TIME AND MONEY. 

3.6 TECHNIQUES OF DATA ANALYSIS 

THE QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS IS USED TO ANALYZE THE DATA COLLECTED FOR 

THIS RESEARCH. THE QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS CAN BE USED IN EITHER 

INDUCTIVE OR DEDUCTIVE WAY. BUT FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS RESEARCH, 

THE DEDUCTIVE ANALYSIS, WHERE THE RESEARCHER REASONS AND 

INTERPRETS DATA FROM THE POOL OF DATA GATHERED, WAS USED. 

https://research-methodology.net/sampling/non-probability-sampling/
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THERE ARE THREE APPROACHES TO MAKING A QUALITATIVE ANALYSIS OF 

DATA–THE INTERPRETIVE APPROACH, THE SOCIAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL 

APPROACH AND THE COLLABORATIVE SOCIAL RESEARCH APPROACH. 

THIS RESEARCHER OPTS FOR THE INTERPRETIVE APPROACH WHICH ALLOWS 

THE RESEARCHER TO TRANSCRIBE THE INTERVIEWS INTO WRITTEN TEXTS FOR 

ANALYSIS. THE RESEARCHER, THEN, ANALYZED THE INTERVIEW TEXTS BASED 

ON THE FRAMEWORK OF ANALYSIS OF THE RESEARCH. THIS APPROACH 

PROVIDES A MEANS FOR DISCOVERING THE PRACTICAL UNDERSTANDINGS OF 

MEANINGS FROM THE TEXTS. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

HISTORY OF NIGERIA’S ENGAGEMENT WITH THE WORLD 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

THIS CHAPTER SUMMARIZES NIGERIA‘S MIDDLE POWER ENGAGEMENT WITH 

THE REST OF THE WORLD SINCE 1960. BECAUSE AFRICA HAS BEEN VERY 

IMPORTANT TO NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN LEADERS SINCE INDEPENDENCE, THIS 

CHAPTER LOOKS PARTICULARLY AT NIGERIA‘S ROLE IN AFRICAN PEACE, 

SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT AGENDA, THE DECOLONIZATION OF AFRICA AND 

SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION. 

4.2 NIGERIA’S ATTEMPT AT MEDIUM POWER ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS REVIEW, THE ABOVE HEADING WILL BE SPLIT INTO 

THREE SEGMENTS. THE FIRST SECTION WILL REVIEW NIGERIA‘S UNOFFICIAL 

ATTEMPT AT SUCH GLOBAL ROLE FROM THE 1960S TO 1985 WHEN THE COUNTRY 

ENGAGED IN SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL INITIATIVES RANGING FROM THE 

DECOLONIZATION PROCESS AND BLACK LIBERATION TO SOUTH-SOUTH 

COOPERATION. THE SECOND SECTION WILL DEAL WITH NIGERIA‘S CONSCIOUS 

ATTEMPT AT MEDIUM POWER ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS DURING THE 1986-1987 

TENURE OF BOLAJI AKINYEMI AS NIGERIA‘S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER. THIS 

WAS THE PERIOD WHEN NIGERIA OFFICIALLY PROFESSED TO BE A ―MEDIUM 

POWER‖ AND THUS CONVENED THE ―CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS‖, A GROUP 

OF MIDDLE RANKING NATIONS AND REGIONAL LEADERS. AND, FINALLY, THE 
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THIRD SECTION WILL REVIEW NIGERIA‘S STATUS IN WORLD AFFAIRS DURING 

THE POST-CONCERT PERIOD IN 1990S. 

BUT BEFORE DOING SO, THIS RESEARCHER SHALL QUICKLY VISIT SOME PROFILE 

OF NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY. BASED ON ITS POPULATION SIZE, RELATIVE 

NATURAL RESOURCES AND HER INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR SINCE 

INDEPENDENCE, NIGERIA PRESENTS TO BE A MIDDLE-RANKING NATION IN 

INTERNATIONAL LIFE (OJIGBO, 1982). IN HIS INDEPENDENCE DECLARATION 

SPEECH (BALEWA, 1960), NIGERIA‘S FIRST PRIME MINISTER, LATE SIR ABUBAKAR 

TAFAWA BALEWA, ENUNCIATED NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY AND THE 

DIRECTIONS OF ITS BEHAVIOR WHICH INCLUDED – NON-AGGRESSION TO ITS 

NEIGHBORS, NON-INTERFERENCE IN OTHER NATIONS‘ INTERNAL AFFAIRS, 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ADVANCEMENT, COMMITMENT TO AFRICAN 

LIBERATION  AND THE PURSUIT OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE (YAKUBU, 2012; 

GARUBA, 2007; GARBA, 1987; AKINYEMI, 1978). 

NIGERIA‘S BEHAVIOR DURING CRISES SITUATIONS IN AFRICA, ESPECIALLY THE 

ECOWAS REGION, HIGHLIGHTS THE FACT THAT NIGERIA IS ―AN INDISPENSABLE 

FACTOR TO THE SUCCESS OF ANY FUTURE REGIONAL INITIATIVES‖ (ADEBAJO, 

2002). 

4.3 NIGERIA’S ENTRY INTO AND HER MEDIUM POWER ROLE IN GLOBAL 

AFFAIRS 

SO FAR I HAVE CONCENTRATED ON THE PROBLEMS OF 

AFRICA. PLEASE DO NOT THINK THAT WE ARE NOT 

INTERESTED ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE REST OF THE 

WORLD; WE ARE INTENSELY INTERESTED IN THEM AND 

HOPE TO BE ALLOWED TO ASSIST IN FINDING SOLUTIONS TO 

THEM THROUGH THIS ORGANIZATION (THE UNITED 
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NATIONS), BUT BEING HUMAN WE ARE NATURALLY 

CONCERNED FIRST WITH WHAT AFFECTS OUR IMMEDIATE 

NEIGHBORHOOD (BALEWA, 1960 BRACKETS MINE). 

NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY DURING THE BALEWA REGIME PERIOD WAS 

CHARACTERIZED BY CONSULTATION WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND 

DOMESTIC PARTY POLITICS (YAKUBU, 2011). THEREFORE, THE COUNTRY HAD 

LITTLE INITIATIVE THAT PORTRAYED ITS MIDDLE POWER DIPLOMACY. THE 

IRONSI REGIME DID NOT MAKE ANY SERIOUS FOREIGN POLICY IMPROVEMENT 

DUE TO THE SHORT SPAN OF HIS GOVERNMENT. HOWEVER, HE RECALLED ALL 

NIGERIA‘S AMBASSADORS ―FOR BRIEFING WITH THE INTENTION OF REVIEWING 

NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY‖ (INSTITUTE OF ARMY EDUCATION, 1977). 

THE GOWON REGIME INHERITED A DIVIDED COUNTRY WHICH SOON PLUNGED 

INTO A CIVIL WAR, WHICH POSITIVELY AND NEGATIVELY AFFECTED NIGERIA‘S 

FOREIGN POLICY. THEN OIL BOOM AND DOMESTIC POLITICS ALSO SHAPED THE 

COUNTRY‘S FOREIGN POLICY AT THIS TIME. THOUGH SHORT-LIVED, THE 

MURTALA/OBASANJO REGIME PURSUED NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY WITH 

VIGOR AND CLARITY. A FOREIGN POLICY REVIEW PANEL HEADED BY ADEBAJO 

ADEDEJI WAS CONSTITUTED. AFRICAN LIBERATION, SUPER POWER BLOCKADE 

AND THE ―AFRICA HAS COME OF AGE‖ SPEECH CRYSTALLIZED NIGERIA‘S IMAGE 

DURING THIS PERIOD (KAMIL, 1996).  

THE SHAGARI REGIME INHERITED A SOUND FOREIGN POLICY BASE. THE MAIN 

FOCUS AREAS OF NIGERIA‘S POLICY WERE AFRICAN LIBERATION, AFRICAN 

SECURITY, NATIONAL SECURITY AND THE TERRITORIAL SKIRMISHES WITH 

CHAD AND CAMEROUN. THE BUHARI REGIME PURSUED AN ―ISOLATIONIST‖ 
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FOREIGN POLICY WHICH LOOKED INWARD TO SETTLE THE DOMESTIC 

PROBLEMS OF THE TIME (GAMBARI, 1989).  

4.4 NIGERIA AND MAINTENANCE OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE 

NIGERIA STARTED TO SHOW ITS ―ENTERPRISE‖ (OJIGBO, 1982) IN WORLD 

AFFAIRS BY SENDING TROOPS TO THE UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING 

OPERATIONS IN THE CONGO IN 1961. ACCORDING YAKUBU (2011), THIS ACTION 

TESTED NIGERIA‘S MILITARY CAPABILITIES AND ALSO SERVES AS FOUNDATION 

STONE FOR HER EXPERTISE IN PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS AROUND THE 

WORLD. 

NIGERIA‘S MAJOR INITIATIVE DURING THIS PERIOD THAT DEPICTED 

MIDDLEPOWERMANSHIP WAS THE AFRICAN PEACE PROJECT. HER INVOLVEMENT 

IN THE ZIMBABWEAN INDEPENDENCE, WHICH WOULD HAVE RESULTED INTO A 

FULL SCALE WAR AND ALSO THE BREAK IT PUT TO LIBYA ON THE CHADIAN 

CRISIS ARE CASES IN POINT. NIGERIA‘S DIPLOMATIC, FINANCIAL AND MILITARY 

SUPPORT TO THESE AFRICAN PEACE PROJECTS DURING SHAGARI REGIME 

CANNOT BE OVEREMPHASIZED, ALTHOUGH MANY ANALYSTS CRITICIZE 

SHAGARI‘S STANCE ON THE CHADIAN CRISIS AS PRO-WEST (OJIGBO, 1982). 

ACCORDING TO GAMBARI (1991) ―NIGERIA ALSO STEPPED-UP ITS MEDIATION 

EFFORTS IN THE TANZANIA-UGANDA CONFLICT, THE WESTERN SAHARA 

DISPUTE, AND THE ETHIOPIA-SOMALIA WAR‖. IN THE TANZANIA-UGANDA 

CONFLICT, NIGERIA DID NOT DISPATCH A DELEGATION BUT USED THE UN AND 

OAU FRAMEWORK TO BRING THE WARRING NATIONS TO TABLE. THOUGH 

NIGERIA MEDIATED BRIEFLY IN THE WESTERN SAHARA DISPUTE, IT GAVE IT 
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PASSIVE ATTENTION BY RECOGNIZING THE RIGHTS OF THE POLISARIO FRONT 

TO SELF-DETERMINATION. NIGERIA DID NOT TAKE THIS TO DEBATES IN THE UN 

OR THE OAU. 

 

 

 

 

4.5 NIGERIA AND CAMPAIGN FOR AFRICAN LIBERATION 

PERHAPS OMOJUWA (1995) SAW NIGERIA‘S SPEARHEADING THE 

DECOLONIZATION PROCESS OF AFRICA AS A MIDDLE POWER INITIATIVE WHICH 

LATER (AFTER 1994) ALMOST BECAME AN OBSESSION FOR HER FOREIGN POLICY. 

BUT DURING THE PERIOD UNDER REVIEW, NIGERIA‘S COMMITMENT TO 

DECOLONIZATION WAS RESTRICTED TO SPEECHES AND DIPLOMATIC SUPPORT 

WITHIN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND FORUMS. BY 1963 WHEN IT 

BECAME A REPUBLIC, NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY STARTED TO CHANGE AS 

THERE WAS CLEAR SHIFT FROM DECLARATIONS TO FORMING ORGANIZATIONS 

AND COALITION BUILDING (MONGUNO, 1963). ACCORDING HIM,  

NIGERIA‘S MORAL AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT TO THE 

CREATION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY AND 

HER POWER OF DIPLOMACY AND MOBILIZATION AT THE 

UNITED NATIONS, THE COMMONWEALTH AND HER VARIOUS 

STINTS IN AFRICAN AND INTERNATIONAL PEACE-KEEPING, 

INCLUDING THE RECENT FACT-FINDING MISSION TO OMAN, 

BEFIT A REGIONAL POWER. WE MUST THEREFORE 

CONSOLIDATE THESE GAINS (MONGUNO, 1963). 

HOWEVER, OTHER SCHOLARS ARE OF THE VIEW THAT NIGERIA HAD NO 

FOREIGN POLICY OF ITS OWN UNDER THE BALEWA REGIME. IN A WORD, 
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NIGERIA CONSULTED BRITAIN WHEN TAKING A PARTICULAR STANCE IN 

INTERNATIONAL ISSUES. THIS IS THE VIEW OF GARUBA (2007), WHERE HE 

ARGUED THAT NIGERIA UNDER PRIME MINISTER BALEWA  

…DID NOT DEMONSTRATE ANY TRUE AND POSITIVE 

INTERESTS IN AFRICAN LIBERATION, EXCEPT ON PAPER. AT 

A TIME WHEN GHANA WAS THE REFERENCE POINT FOR 

LIBERATION MOVEMENT IN AFRICA, NIGERIA BARKED IN 

THE BACKGROUND WITH HER ROLE RESTRICTED TO MERE 

VERBAL ASSURANCES THAT COULD NOT GIVE RELEVANT 

DIRECTION TO LIBERATION MOVEMENTS IN AFRICA. IT IS 

ALSO BELIEVED IN SOME QUARTERS THAT THE THEN OAU 

ALMOST GOT KILLED IN ITS INFANCY AS A RESULT OF 

UNGUIDED UTTERANCES OF NIGERIAN LEADERS; THUS 

BETRAYING THE EXTRA-AFRICAN LINKS OF THE BALEWA 

GOVERNMENT. FOR INSTANCE, JAJA NWACHUKWU (THE 

THEN MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS) WAS REPORTED 

TO HAVE CALLED FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A RIVAL, 

PURELY BLACK AFRICAN ORGANIZATION IN PLACE OF THE 

OAU; AND THIS CALL WAS IN THE VIEW OF MANY BOTH 

DIVISIVE AND UNPRODUCTIVE (GARUBA, 2007).  

SOME SCHOLARS (PLOCH, 2010) ALSO CHARGED THAT EVEN WITHIN THE WEST 

AFRICAN SUB REGION, NIGERIA SHOWED LESS INTEREST IN REGIONAL 

INTEGRATION. FOR EXAMPLE, IT DID NOT PAY ATTENTION TO STRENGTHENING 

REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE WEST AFRICAN CURRENCY BOARD 

(GARUBA, 2007; PHILLIPS, 1964). 

HOWEVER, NIGERIA‘S INTERNATIONAL BEHAVIOR DURING THE FIRST REPUBLIC 

WAS NOT THAT OF A COMPLETE ―TOOTHLESS DOG‖ (OJIGBO, 1982). IT SEVERED 

DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH FRANCE WHEN THE LATTER TESTED ITS 

NUCLEAR WEAPON IN THE SAHARA DESERT IN ABSOLUTE DISRESPECT FOR 

NIGERIA‘S STANCE (NWOKEDI, 1985). 

THE 1965 COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE IN 

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND SAW NIGERIA‘S DELEGATION AS A FORTHRIGHT 
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AND FORMIDABLE ONE. THE LEADER OF THE DELEGATION, MP SHEHU SHAGARI, 

BLASTED GREAT BRITAIN‘S POLICY AS REGARDS THE RHODESIAN 

INDEPENDENCE. REFERRING TO THE GREAT BRITAIN, SHEHU SHAGARI SAID: 

―THE LION CAN ROAR AND BITE, BUT PERHAPS IT IS TOO CAREFUL NOT TO HURT 

ITS CURBS, EVEN WHEN THE CURBS APPEAR NAUGHTY AND DISOBEDIENT 

(SHAGARI, 1965)‖. 

THE NEW ZEALAND CHRISTCHURCH STAR OF DECEMBER 4, 1965 OBSERVED THAT:  

THE AFRICANS SPOKE WITH URBANITY AND POINTED BUT 

GOOD-HUMORED WIT. DELEGATES AND JOURNALISTS BOTH 

AGREE THAT THE SPEECH OF ALHAJI SHEHU SHAGARI, 

NIGERIA‘S HEAD OF DELEGATION, WAS ONE OF THE MOST 

IMPRESSIVE THEY HAVE HEARD FROM THE CHAMBERS OF 

THE NEW ZEALAND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

(CHRISTCHURCH, 1965). 

ACCORDING TO THE MORNING POST OF WELLINGTON OF DECEMBER 4, 1965, 

NIGERIA MOVED ―A MOTION TO EXPEL RHODESIA FROM THE ASSOCIATION‖.  

NOT ONLY LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, BUT MOST AFRICAN COUNTRIES 

UNILATERALLY AND MULTILATERALLY (WITHIN THE OAU FRAMEWORK) 

RECOGNIZED NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP IN AFRICAN AFFAIRS AND STARTED TO 

CULTIVATE RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP. UNDER GENERAL 

MURTALA, LAGOS BECAME A ―PILGRIMAGE CENTER‖ FOR INDEPENDENCE 

NATIONALISTS AS WELL AS FOREIGN DIGNITARIES (ARDO, 2003; ADAMU, 1999; 

KAMIL, 1996) OR AS GARUBA (2007) PUTS, ―THE MECCA OF LIBERATION 

MOVEMENTS‖. ONE OF SUCH INCIDENTS WAS WHEN GENERAL JOSEPH MOBUTO 

EXPRESSED THE DESIRE FOR CLOSER RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA‘S REGIME. IN 

RESPONSE, MURTALA DISPATCHED A DELEGATION, HEADED BY MAJOR-
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GENERAL ORA OBADIA, TO GENERAL JOSEPH MOBUTO‘S ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS (KAMIL, 1996). 

THE SHAGARI REGIME THREATENED THE USA THAT AN AMERICAN DIPLOMAT 

WAS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT IT WAS ―INCREDIBLE THAT A SUPERPOWER 

(REFERRING TO HIS COUNTRY, THE USA) SHOULD FEEL THESE FOREIGN POLICY 

CONSTRAINTS FROM NIGERIA‖ (NEWSWEEK, 1980). THE LONDON ECONOMIST 

(1980) CONCURRED ON THE ABOVE THAT ―A WORLD OUTSIDE THE EURO-

AMERICAN HEARTLAND HAS DEVELOPED WITH ITS OWN CENTRES OF POWER: 

ITS ARABIAS, BRAZILS, AND NIGERIAS‖. 

PRESIDENT SHEHU SHAGARI STATED: 

IN THE AREA OF FOREIGN POLICY, AS YOUR PRESIDENT, I WILL 

CONTINUE TO ADVANCE AND DEFEND THE CAUSE OF OUR GREAT 

COUNTRY BEFORE THE WORLD COMMUNITY. IT IS OUR NATIONAL WILL 

THAT AFRICA SHALL REMAIN THE CORNERSTONE OF OUR FOREIGN 

POLICY. ALSO IT IS OUR NATIONAL WILL THAT AFRICA SHALL BE FREE, 

FREE OF RACIAL BIGOTRY, FREE OF OPPRESSION, AND FREE FROM THE 

VESTIGES OF COLONIALISM. MY GOVERNMENT IS DETERMINED TO SEE 

THE CAUSE OF JUSTICE AND HUMAN DECENCY PREVAIL IN NAMIBIA, 

ZIMBABWE AND SOUTH AFRICA. WE SHALL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT ALL 

FORCES OF PROGRESS AND OPPOSE ALL FORCES OF OPPRESSION IN 

AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE. OUR WATCHWORD SHALL ALWAYS BE THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF MANKIND AND THE ENHANCEMENT OF THE CAUSE 

OF PEACE, PROSPERITY AND PROGRESS THROUGH MUTUAL RESPECT 

AND CO-OPERATION BETWEEN NATIONS (SHAGARI, 1979). 

THIS DECLARATION WAS MATCHED WITH ACTION AND NIGERIA‘S INFLUENCE 

WAS FELT AROUND AFRICA. ZIMBABWE BECAME INDEPENDENT ALTHOUGH 

CAMEROON AND THE FRENCH WEST AFRICAN STATES SCHEMED AGAINST 

NIGERIA. 

4.6 NIGERIA AND REGIONAL INTEGRATION, SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION 

AND GLOBAL MULTILATERALISM 
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NIGERIA PUSHED VIGOROUSLY FOR REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND GLOBAL 

SOUTH COOPERATION THROUGH ECOWAS AND OTHER INSTITUTIONAL 

FRAMEWORKS LIKE THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND 

INVESTMENT (UNCTAD) AND THE GROUP OF 77 (G-77)., 

THERE WAS A ‗NEW NIGERIA‘ THAT RECOGNIZED ITS ROLE 

IN WEST AFRICA AND REALIZED THAT THE GIGANTIC TASK 

OF ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL REGENERATION IN WHICH IT 

IS ENGAGED WILL BE OF LITTLE AVAIL UNLESS IT WAS 

ATTUNED TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE ECONOMY OF THE 

REST OF AFRICA PARTICULARLY WEST AFRICA (GENERAL 

GOWON, 1975, CITED IN NWANOLUE AND  IWUOHA, 2012). 

THE OIL BOOM OF THE 1970S BROUGHT NIGERIA TO THE LIMELIGHT OF 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS BECAUSE NIGERIA LED THE CHARGE TO INCREASE 

OIL PRICES IN THE ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES 

(OPEC) IN 1973, WHEN SHETTIMA ALI MONGUNO WAS NIGERIA‘S FEDERAL 

COMMISSIONER FOR PETROLEUM. UNDER SAME MINISTER, NIGERIA LED THE 

REVOLUTION TO TAKE OVER CONTROLLING SHARES IN NATIONAL OIL 

CORPORATIONS BY OPEC MEMBER STATES (SULEIMAN, 2009). 

SULEIMAN (2009) FURTHER STATED THAT NIGERIA TOGETHER WITH BRAZIL AND 

INDIA LED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE G-77 WHICH IS A GROUP OF LESS 

DEVELOPED NATIONS GRAPPLING IN THEIR BID TO CHECK THE UNEQUAL 

RELATIONS BETWEEN THEM AND THE ADVANCED CAPITALIST NATIONS. THIS 

LED TO THE FORMATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND 

DEVELOPMENT (UNCTAD I AND II) IN 1969. 

IN 1975 NIGERIA SPEARHEADED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ECONOMIC 

COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES (ECOWAS), WHOSE MANDATE WAS THE 

REDUCTION OF TRADE BARRIERS AMONG COUNTRIES IN THE REGION (EZIRIM, 
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2010; AKINTOLA, 2007; OLUSANYA AND AKINDELE, 1986; GAMBARI, 1978). OTHER 

SCHOLARS MAINTAIN THAT ECOWAS IS A PRODUCT OF NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN 

POLICY INITIATIVE TO STRENGTHEN REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION AND 

INTEGRATION (GARUBA, 2007). 

NIGERIA UNDER GENERAL BUHARI PUSHED FOR ―COLLECTIVE AND INDIVIDUAL 

SECURITY‖ FRAMEWORK IN WEST AFRICA IN WHICH FREE TRANSFER OF 

CRIMINALS BETWEEN WEST AFRICAN NATIONS WAS MADE POSSIBLE. THIS WAS 

SIGNED BY FOUR ECOWAS HEADS OF STATES IN LAGOS IN DECEMBER, 1984 

(WEST AFRICA, 1984). 

MIDDLE POWERS ARE KNOWN TO EXHIBIT THE BEHAVIOR OF MOBILIZING 

OPINIONS AND CREATING COALITIONS, FRAMEWORKS OR FORUMS IN ORDER TO 

CREATE A NEW INTERNATIONAL ORDER THEREBY CARVING ITSELF A 

LEADERSHIP POSITION IN WORLD AFFAIRS. IN ATTESTING TO NIGERIA‘S STATUS 

AS GLOBAL INFLUENTIAL NATION, JOSHUA NKOMO, ONE OF AFRICA‘S LEADING 

NATIONALISTS, DESCRIBED NIGERIA ―AS THE HEARTLAND OF AFRICA, HER 

PULSE AND AFRICA‘S DYNAMO‖ (NKOMO, 1977). ROBERT MUGABE ALSO MADE 

SIMILAR REMARK: ―AFRICA, WITHOUT NIGERIA, IS HOLLOW‖ (MUGABE, 1980). 

4.7 THE CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS (LAGOS FORUM) AND NIGERIA’S 

FOREIGN POLICY 

BOLAJI AKINYEMI FIRST PROPOSED THE CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS (CMP) 

DURING AN ADDRESS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN IN JANUARY 1978, AND 

FURTHER DEVELOPED THESE PROPOSITIONS AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE 
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NIGERIA-INDIA ASSOCIATION ON NOVEMBER OF THE SAME YEAR, AS A 

RESPONSE TO THE INTERNATIONAL BALANCE OF POWER AT THE TIME. 

ACCORDING TO BOLAJI AKINYEMI, 

A MIDDLE POWER IS AN UNDER-DEVELOPED COUNTRY 

WHICH IS AT THE STAGE OF INDUSTRIAL OR TECHNICAL 

TAKE-OFF OR HAS JUST PASSED THAT STAGE. IT CAN ALSO 

BE A DEVELOPED COUNTRY THAT IS TECHNOLOGICALLY OR 

INDUSTRIALLY ADVANCED BUT WHOSE SIZE, GEOGRAPHY 

AND POPULATION, HAS PUT IT OUTSIDE THE MAINSTREAM 

OF THE CONFLICTS RAGING IN THE INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM 

(AKINYEMI, 1989). 

THOUGH THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT CONSIDERED THE CONCERT OF 

MEDIUM POWERS AS A DIRECT THREAT TO ITS EXISTENCE (AGBESE, 2012; 

AKINYEMI: 2012; AGWU, 2012), AKINYEMI ARGUED FOR THE NEED FOR A GROUP 

OF TRULY NON-ALIGNED NATIONS TO MODERATE SCHISMS BETWEEN THE 

SUPERPOWERS AND SEARCH FOR NEW VALUES AND NORMS IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM. THE CRITERIA FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE CONCERT OF 

MEDIUM POWERS ARE POPULATION, ECONOMY AND SUFFICIENT CREDIBILITY 

TO COMMAND ATTENTION OF THE BIG POWERS (AKINYEMI, 1989). 

THE SALIENT PRINCIPLES UPON WHICH BOLAJI AKINYEMI PROPOSED THE 

CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS WERE TO STRENGTHEN INDUSTRIAL AND 

TECHNOLOGICAL EXCHANGE, TO INCREASE ECONOMIC RELATIONS, POLITICAL 

CONTACT AND SOLIDARITY, AND TO REMOVE DOMINATION COMPLEX AMONG 

MEMBERS OF THE GROUP (AKINYEMI, 1989).  

AKINYEMI (1989) POSITED THAT NIGERIA CONVENED THE CONCERT SO AS TO 

WIDEN THE SCOPE OF HER ROLE FROM AFRICAN AFFAIRS TO THE GLOBAL 

THEATER. HE ALSO PROMOTED THE IDEA THAT NIGERIA SHOULD ATTEMPT TO 



 103 

OBTAIN NUCLEAR POWER BECAUSE, ACCORDING TO HIM, ―IT WILL BE A BIG 

MISTAKE FOR NIGERIA TO WAIT UNTIL IT IS THREATENED‖ BEFORE DOING SO. 

HE THEN ARGUED THAT INDIA AND PAKISTAN ACQUIRED THE TECHNOLOGY 

DESPITE THEIR COUNTRY‘S DOMESTIC REALITIES AT THE TIME, AND 

THEREFORE, NIGERIA MUST NOT RAISE THE EXCUSE FOR SETTLING DOMESTIC 

SOCIOECONOMICS FIRST. 

PRACTICALLY, NIGERIA CONVENED THE CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWER DURING 

BOLAJI AKINYEMI‘S TENURE AS NIGERIA‘S EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER 

UNDER THE BABANGIDA ADMINISTRATION. THE NAME WAS CHANGED FROM 

CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS (CMP) TO THE LAGOS FORUM (LF) IN ORDER TO 

REDUCE THE FEELING BY THE SUPERPOWERS THAT THE CONCERT FORMED A 

DIRECT THREAT TO THEM. 

AS A PRELUDE TO CONVENING THE CONCERT, AKINYEMI (1986) STATED THAT 

―THE GENERAL PARAMETERS OF NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY HINGE ON THE 

PERCEPTION OF THE STATUS OF NIGERIA AS BEING THAT OF AN ACTIVIST IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL SYSTEM, AN ACTIVIST THAT IS SEEKING RESPECT RATHER 

THAN LOVE‖. ACCORDING TO AGBESE (2012), THIS GAVE IMPETUS TO 

AKINYEMI‘S KISSINGER-STYLE SHUTTLE DIPLOMACY IN ORDER TO GATHER 

SUPPORT FOR THE CONCERT.  

THE CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS HAD ONLY TWO CONFERENCES AND IT WAS 

DUMPED AFTER THE EXIT OF BOLAJI AKINYEMI AS EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

MINISTER. THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CONCERT HAD GLARING SIMILARITIES WITH 

THE NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT (NAM) AND THIS FORMED SOME OF ITS 
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DRAWBACKS. OTHER CRITICISMS BY OFFICIALS OF THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 

AFFAIRS AND ACADEMICS ARGUED THAT THE CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWER 

WAS CONTROVERSIAL AND WILL PUT NIGERIA INTO ECONOMIC IMBALANCE, 

ESPECIALLY AS REGARDS ACQUIRING NUCLEAR POWER (THISWEEK MAGAZINE, 

1987). INTERNATIONALLY, THERE WAS NO CLARITY AS TO WHAT THE CONCERT 

OF MEDIUM POWERS SOUGHT TO ACHIEVE DIFFERENTLY FROM THE NON-

ALIGNED MOVEMENT (NAM) AND AS A RESULT, ITS MEMBER STATES WERE NOT 

KEEN TO SENDING DELEGATIONS HEADED BY THEIR FOREIGN MINISTERS. 

INSTEAD, THEIR DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN LAGOS ATTENDED THE MEETINGS IN 

ORDER NOT TO ―DULL‖ THE EFFORTS OF NIGERIA. DURING THIS PERIOD, 

NIGERIA INITIATED THE TECHNICAL AID CORPS (TAC) AS A FOREIGN POLICY 

TOOL THROUGH WHICH NIGERIA COULD ENHANCE HER STATUS 

INTERNATIONALLY BY SENDING INTERESTED YOUNG PROFESSIONALS TO 

NEEDY AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC NATIONS FOR A TWO-YEAR PERIOD 

TO ASSIST THESE COUNTRIES IN DEVELOPING KEY AREAS SUCH AS EDUCATION, 

HEALTH, JUDICIARY, ETC (AGBESE, 2012; AKINYEMI, 2012). 

 

4.8 THE POST-CONCERT PERIOD, 1988-1998 

UNDER THIS THEME, REVIEW OF UNILATERAL AND MULTILATERAL INITIATIVES 

PURSUED BY NIGERIA WHICH DEPICT MIDDLE POWERMANSHIP WILL BE MADE. IT 

WILL ALSO LOOK AT NIGERIA‘S UTILIZATION OF INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS, 

AS IN THE CASE OF ECOMOG AND THE UN SPECIAL COMMITTEE AGAINST 
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APARTHEID, IN ORDER TO MAXIMIZE ITS INFLUENCE ON REGIONAL AND 

GLOBAL AFFAIRS. 

4.9 NIGERIA AND AFRICAN PEACE AND SECURITY- SIERRA LEONE, LIBERIA, 

OTHERS 

NIGERIA DURING GENERALS IBRAHIM BABANGIDA AND SANI ABACHA HAD AN 

ASSERTIVE FOREIGN POLICY BEFITTING THAT OF A MIDDLE POWER. 

THEREFORE, SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS AND COUNTERACTIONS TAKEN BY THE 

REGIME IN THE SPHERE OF FOREIGN RELATIONS WERE IN TANDEM WITH THE 

ABOVE.  

PRESIDENT BABANGIDA MADE A CASE FOR AFRICA TO TAKE CHARGE OF ITS 

SECURITY CONCERNS SQUARELY IN ITS HANDS RATHER THAN LEAVING IT TO 

EXTERNAL ACTORS. HE PROPOSED THE ECOWAS STANDING MEDIATION 

COMMITTEE ON LIBERIAN CRISIS AND LATER BACKED UP WITH A MILITARY 

FORCE, THE ECOWAS CEASEFIRE MONITORING GROUP (ECOMOG) WHICH 

INTERVENED IN LIBERIA AS PEACEMAKERS. 

DESPITE CRITICISMS OF VARYING DEGREES LAID ON THE ABACHA FOREIGN 

POLICY (FOLARIN, 2013; YAKUBU, 201; MAZRUI, 2006), ABACHA RESTORED 

NIGERIA‘S STANDING AS A ―FUNCTIONAL‖ MIDDLE POWER IN PEACEKEEPING 

AND PEACEMAKING, AND ALSO, AS A REGIONAL MILITARY POWER BY 

INTERVENING AND RESTORING POLITICAL ORDER IN LIBERIA AND SIERRA 

LEONE, BOTH WEST AFRICAN NATIONS (GARUBA, 2007: ANI 1997: 44; 

NWACHUKWU 1997).  
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THE ABACHA REGIME USED THE ECOMOG FORCES TO INTERVENE AND 

REINSTATE THE DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT OF AHMED TEJAN KABBAH TO 

POWER IN SIERRA LEONE AFTER A COUP BY MAJOR JOHNNY PAUL KOROMA. 

ALTHOUGH INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGED THIS INITIATIVE, 

NIGERIA WAS TAGGED ‗A COUNTRY THAT IMPORTS WHAT IT HAS IN EXCESS 

AND EXPORTS WHAT IT LACKS‘ WHICH POINTED TO THE IMPORTATION OF 

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS AND RESTORING DEMOCRACY IN SIERRA LEONE 

(NWANOLUE AND IWUOHA, 2012). 

NWACHUKWU (1997) ARGUED THAT NIGERIA‘S INITIATIVE IN LIBERIA AND 

SIERRA LEONE HAS EXPANDED THE ROLE OF THE ECOWAS FROM THAT OF A 

REGIONAL ECONOMIC BODY TO A REGIONAL SECURITY ORGANIZATION. HE 

FUTHER STATES 

NIGERIA IS THE REGIONAL POLICE OF WEST AFRICA, AND BY 

EXTENSION, THE REST OF AFRICA. THIS IS IN VIEW OF ITS 

ROLE IN THESE TWO WEST AFRICAN NATIONS PEACE 

PROCESS, DESPITE INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATIONS 

(NWACHUKWU, 1997). 

SUPPORTING THE ABOVE IS GENERAL ABACHA‘S DECLARATION AT THE 

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY OF THE THEN NEW NIGERIAN AMBASSADOR TO 

LIBERIA WHERE HE STATED THAT:  

THE ISSUE OF PEACE IN THE WEST AFRICAN SUB REGION 

SHOULD SUPERSEDE THE ECONOMIC INTEREST OF 

INDIVIDUAL STATES AS THERE CANNOT BE ECONOMIC 

PROGRESS WITHOUT PEACE IN THE SUB REGION (ABACHA, 

1995). 

THIS CAPTURES THE MINDSET OF NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY DECISION-MAKING 

BODY AT THAT TIME AS PROGRESSIVE AND ADVENTUROUS, SIGNIFYING 

LEADERSHIP IN THE SUB REGION. 
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ALTHOUGH ITS PRESENCE IN INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES BECAME RECLUSIVE 

DURING THIS PERIOD (YAKUBU, 2011; OSUNTOKUN, 2011), NIGERIA WAS NOT 

ALTOGETHER DORMANT AS IT ENGAGED IN CROSS REGIONAL COALITION WITH 

LIBYA AND NIGERIA AS FINANCIERS (ANI, 1997). ACCORDING TO, NIGERIA 

SUCCEEDED AT LINKING NORTH AFRICA AND WEST AFRICA BY ROAD. 

THEREFORE, DESPITE HER IMAGE PROBLEM DURING THIS PERIOD, NIGERIA‘S 

BEHAVIOR AND INTERNATIONAL ROLE SPOKE THAT OF A ―REGIONAL 

HEAVYWEIGHT‖ (ANI, 1997). 

SOME SCHOLARS ARGUE THAT GENERAL ABDUSSALAMI ABUBAKAR‘S POLICY 

OF RECALLING NIGERIAN TROOPS FROM VARIOUS PEACE MISSIONS AROUND 

THE WORLD WAS A SIGNAL TO INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF NIGERIA NOT 

LIVING UP TO ITS COMMITMENTS TO WORLD PEACE AND THEREFORE HER 

LEADERSHIP POSITION SINKING (ADEBAJO, 2000). 

NIGERIA UNDER OBASANJO BROKERED INTERNAL PEACE BETWEEN THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF SEVERAL AFRICAN NATIONS – COTE D‘IVOIRE, TOGO, 

MAURITANIA, SENEGAL, CHAD, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, CONGO, SUDAN 

AND THE WESTERN SAHARA (PLOCH, 2010). 

NIGERIA UNDER PRESIDENT OBASANJO OPPOSED THE UNITED STATES IDEA OF 

LOCATING THE US-AFRICAN COMMAND (AFRICOM) WHICH WOULD HAVE MADE 

VULNERABLE THE AFRICAN CONTINENT TO GLOBAL TERRORISM. FURTHER IN 

THE AREA OF PEACE AND SECURITY, NIGERIA DEPLOYED TROOPS TO THE 

CONGO AND SUDAN DARFUR REGION. NIGERIA ALSO SPONSORED THE ―PEACE 
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TALKS‖ THAT LED TO LIBERIA‘S DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS AS WELL AS 

SUPPORTED SIERRA LEONE (GARUBA, 2007).  

ACCORDING JOHNNIE CARSON, US ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, ―NIGERIA 

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT COUNTRY IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA‖ (CARSON, 2009) 

WHILE PRESIDENT OBAMA COMPLEMENTED THIS STATEMENT WHEN HE 

ACKNOWLEDGED NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP ROLE IN REGIONAL SECURITY. IN HER 

WORDS, LAUREN PLOCH HAD OBSERVED THAT: 

IN 2005, THE UNITED STATES, NIGERIA, AND OTHER 

INTERESTED PARTNERS INITIATED THE ―GULF OF GUINEA 

ENERGY SECURITY STRATEGY,‖ A FORUM THROUGH WHICH 

PARTICIPANTS WORK TO ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES OF OIL 

PRODUCTION IN THE NIGER DELTA (PLOCH, 2010). 

THIS WAS IN ORDER TO FIGHT THE CHALLENGE OF THE REGION‘S MARITIME 

CRIMES AND MAKE STABLE ENERGY SUPPLY TO THE WORLD. HOWEVER, THIS IS 

A COZY PLOT OF THE UNITED STATES TO SMUGGLE ITS US AFRICAN COMMAND 

(AFRICOM) AS THIS COMBATANT COMMAND OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY IS 

EXPECTED TO MONITOR THE WATERS. PHAM (2007) HAS A SIMILAR VIEW BUT 

DIFFERS ON THE LIKELIHOOD OF NIGERIA‘S CONTINUOUS ECONOMIC, 

POLITICAL AND MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO SECURITY ISSUES DUE TO VARIOUS 

―INTERNAL‖ SECURITY CHALLENGES. 

THE JOINT AU AND ECOWAS REQUEST ON NIGERIA TO INTERVENE IN THE 

MALIAN CRISIS CAME DUE TO NIGERIA‘S VAST EXPERIENCE IN INTERNATIONAL 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS AND HER OIL WEALTH (OKEREKE, 2012). 

4.10 NIGERIA’S BID FOR THE PERMANENT SEAT IN THE UN SECURITY 

COUNCIL 
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NIGERIA ASPIRES TO THE PERMANENT MEMBERSHIP OF A ―REFORMED UN 

SECURITY COUNCIL‖ (GAMBARI, 2004: 73). HE STATED THAT NIGERIA‘S APTITUDE 

AND SKILLS IN INTERNATIONAL PEACEKEEPING, COMMITMENT TO THE UNITED 

NATIONS‘ VALUES AND FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UN ARE 

IMPORTANT FACTORS TO OBTAIN THIS PERMANENT SEAT. ACCORDING TO 

GAMBARI (2004), NIGERIA‘S LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION IN UN PEACEKEEPING 

OPERATIONS (IN LEBANON, CAMBODIA, YUGOSLAVIA, SOMALIA, ANGOLA, 

RWANDA, WESTERN SAHARA, MOZAMBIQUE AND THE IRAN-IRAQ UN-MILITARY 

OBSERVER MISSION, AMONG OTHERS) DURING THIS PERIOD UNDERSCORES ITS 

CAPACITY AND WILLINGNESS TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE PROMOTION OF 

INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY (GAMBARI, 2004).  

AGBESE (2012) STATED THAT NIGERIA FORMALLY PRESENTED THE PROPOSAL 

FOR THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL SIZE AND 

WORKING PROCEDURE IN WHICH IT INDICATED THAT AFRICA AND ASIA BE 

GIVEN TWO SEATS EACH, AND LATIN AMERICA ONE. NIGERIA CHARGED THAT 

THE TIME TO REMOVE THE ―REPRESENTATIONAL INEQUALITY‖ (MBU, 1993) OF 

THE SECURITY COUNCIL WAS RIPE. 

MAJOR GENERAL LAWRENCE ONOJA TOOK ON THE UNITED NATIONS THAT: 

―THERE IS NO POINT PAYING LIP SERVICE TO DEMOCRACY IF THE UN IS NOT 

DEMOCRATIZED BY EXPANDING THE SECURITY COUNCIL TO GIVE NEW 

MEMBERS VETO POWER‖ (ONOJA, 1997). ONLY ―GREAT AND MIDDLE POWERS‖ 

PRACTICALLY PUSH FOR SUCH MEMBERSHIP (HOLBRAAD, 1971) AS NIGERIA DID 

UNDER ABACHA. 
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AMONG THE FIVE LIKELY CANDIDATES FROM AFRICA – ALGERIA, EGYPT, 

ETHIOPIA, NIGERIA AND SOUTH AFRICA – NIGERIA AND SOUTH AFRICA ARE THE 

MAJOR CONTENDERS (WWW.AFRIKNEWS.COM). HOWEVER, LOOKING AT THE 

CRITERIA FOR SELECTION – ECONOMIC SIZE, POPULATION, MILITARY CAPACITY, 

COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY AND HUMAN RIGHTS, FINANCIAL 

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UN, CONTRIBUTIONS TO UN PEACEKEEPING, AND 

RECORD ON COUNTERTERRORISM AND NONPROLIFERATION – NIGERIA HAS 

HIGHER CHANCES OF GRABBING THE SEAT. 

 

  

http://www.afriknews.com/
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CHAPTER FIVE 

DATA PRESENATION AND ANALYSIS 

5.1 INTRODUCTION 

THIS CHAPTER PRESENTS AND ANALYZES THE DATA COLLECTED FOR THIS 

RESEARCH WHICH INCLUDES INTERVIEWS AS WELL AS BOOKS, NEWSPAPERS, 

MAGAZINES, INTERNET MATERIALS, JOURNALS REVIEWS. THEREFORE, ITS 

OBJECTIVE IS TO LOOK AT MIDDLE POWER TRAITS IN NIGERIA‘S ENGAGEMENT 

WITH THE GLOBE FROM 1999-2013.  IN DOING SO, THIS RESEARCH WILL ADVANCE 

BY ASSESSING WHETHER NIGERIA IS A MEDIUM POWER. THE FOLLOWING WILL 

BE LOOKED AT I) NIGERIA‘S ECONOMY AND THE INFLUENCE IT HAS ON HER 

ROLE GLOBALLY; II) NIGERIA‘S MILITARY CAPABILITIES THE INFLUENCE IT HAS 

ON HER ROLE GLOBALLY; III) NIGERIA‘S ACTIVISM ON INTERNATIONAL AND 

REGIONAL ISSUES; IV) THE TECHNICAL AID CORPS (TAC); V) THE NEPAD 

BUSINESS GROUP. 

A TOTAL OF 7 INTERVIEWS WERE CONDUCTED. THIS WAS DUE TO THE 

INACCESSIBILITY OF THE OTHER PERSONALITIES THIS RESEARCH INTENDED TO 

INTERVIEW. AS MENTIONED ABOVE, THIS RESEARCH WORK BASES ITS 

ANALYSIS ON THE SEVEN INTERVIEWS CONDUCTED WHICH, TO A GREAT 

EXTENT, PROVIDES A REPRESENTATION OF THE VARIOUS OPINION ON NIGERIA‘S 

MIDDLE POWER STATUS.  

5.2 NIGERIA’S MIDDLE POWER ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS, 1999-2015 

NIGERIA IS A MIDDLE POWER BY VIRTUE OF HER ECONOMY, POPULATION, 

MILITARY STRENGTH AND HER STRATEGIC LOCATION IN WEST AFRICA. NIGERIA 
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IS MIDDLE POWER THAT IS REGIONALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY ACTIVE IN 

PEACEKEEPING AND CONFLICT MEDIATION, DECOLONIZATION, SOUTH-SOUTH 

COOPERATION, AND NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE. ACCORDING TO BOLAJI 

AKINYEMI,  

THE CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS, WHICH LATER BECAME 

THE LAGOS FORUM, WAS THE FIRST OFFICIAL DECLARATION 

BY THE GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA INDICATING THAT NIGERIA 

IS A MEDIUM POWER (INTERVIEW WITH AKINYEMI, JANUARY 

30, 2015).  

HOWEVER, POLICY EXPERTS HAVE REFERRED TO NIGERIA AS A MIDDLE POWER 

GIVEN HER ACTIVISM WITHIN INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS 

ON PREVAILING TOPICAL ISSUES OF THE 1960S THROUGH THE 1970S. 

UNDER THE BABANGIDA REGIME, PROFESSOR BOLAJI AKINYEMI COINED THE 

―CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS‖ AND NIGERIA CONVENED MEETINGS OF THIS 

GROUP OF COUNTRIES IN ORDER TO CREATE A NEW WORLD POLITICAL AND 

ECONOMIC ORDER (INTERVIEW WITH AKINYEMI, JANUARY 30, 2015). THERE 

WERE FEW MEETINGS AND THIS GROUP DISAPPEARED FROM INTERNATIONAL 

STAGE, ONLY TO BE RE-CONVENED AS DEVELOPING-8 WITH THE SAME 

OBJECTIVES IN TURKEY WITH NEW MEMBERS. 

5.3 NIGERIAN ECONOMY AND HER MEDIUM POWER ROLE IN WEST AFRICA 

NIGERIA IS A MIDDLE POWER WHEN HER GDP IS CONSIDERED ALONGSIDE THE 

COUNTRY‘S TERRITORY, POPULATION, SHARE OF GLOBAL TRADE, 

PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS AND THE EXTENT TO 

WHICH OTHER NATIONS CONSIDER NIGERIA‘S INTERESTS IN THEIR OWN 

FOREIGN POLICIES. THIS HAS MADE NIGERIA TO TAKE A MORE ASSERTIVE 

STANCE TOWARDS AFRICAN AFFAIRS, TO THE EFFECT THAT AFRICAN AND 
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INTERNATIONAL ANALYSTS FORECAST NIGERIA TO BE ONE OF THE TOP GLOBAL 

PLAYERS (FIRST INTERVIEW WITH AKINYEMI, AUGUST 22, 2013).  

NIGERIA‘S ENDOWMENTS OF HUMAN AND NATURAL RESOURCES, 

INTERACTIONS WITH NEIGHBORING STATES AND THE ENERGETIC ENGAGEMENT 

OF SUCCESSIVE REGIMES IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE CONTINENT HAVE CALLED 

FOR THE COUNTRY‘S TREATMENT AS A MIDDLE POWER (INTERVIEW WITH AMB. 

SALAMATU SULEIMAN JANUARY 15, 2015). HOWEVER, THESE REMAIN MORE 

ABOUT INFLUENCE THAN POWER.  

THE FAVORABLE COMBINATION OF NIGERIA‘S RESOURCE ENDOWMENTS ONLY 

ESTABLISHES THE FACT THAT POTENTIALS FOR GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT 

ARE TREMENDOUS. WE USE OUR STRENGTH TO SUPPORT A UNITED NATIONS 

SYSTEM, THE AFRICAN UNION AND ECOWAS, IN ORDER TO IMPROVE THE 

POSITION OF THOSE LESS WELL-EQUIPPED TO HELP THEMSELVES. TAKE THE 

TECHNICAL AIDS CORPS AS ONE AMBITIOUS PROJECT OF NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN 

POLICY, ―TO A SIGNIFICANT DEGREE, IT HAS ASSISTED MANY COUNTRIES‖ 

(INTERVIEW WITH SHERIFF, DECEMBER 14, 2014). 

BASED ON THIS AND OTHER ECONOMIC INDICATORS, NIGERIA CAN BE SAID TO 

BE A MIDDLE POWER. ―RECENTLY, NIGERIA‘S ECONOMY HAS OVERTAKEN THAT 

OF SOUTH AFRICA‖, EVEN THOUGH THESE FIGURES FACE VARIOUS CRITICISMS, 

BUT THE FACT THAT THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT ACKNOWLEDGES THIS 

AND HAS DECLARED TO REGAIN THEIR LOST POSITION, IS ENOUGH TO SHOW 

THAT NIGERIAN ECONOMY IS THE LARGEST IN AFRICA (INTERVIEW WITH 

AMBASSADOR SALAMATU SULEIMAN JANUARY 15, 2015).  
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ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR ADO SANUSI: ―NIGERIA IS A MIDDLE POWER; 

WITH POTENTIAL FOR BECOMING A GREAT POWER.  BUT THIS IS A FUNCTION OF 

HOW OUR ECONOMY IS MANAGED. A NIGERIA WITH SOUND ECONOMY, LIKE THE 

NIGERIA OF THE 1970S, COULD BE CALLED A GREAT POWER.‖ HE POINTS THAT 

NIGERIA, WITH A LARGE POPULATION AND A RESOURCED ECONOMY, DESPITE 

THE CHALLENGES, IS STILL A VERY INFLUENTIAL STATE IN AFRICA. IN A VERY 

BOASTFUL TONE, AMBASSADOR SANUSI STATED THAT ―IN AFRICA, NO 

COUNTRY IS COMPARABLE TO NIGERIA BASED ON ECONOMY, RESOURCES AND 

POPULATION‖ (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ADO SANUSI, DECEMBER 6, 2014). 

HOWEVER, THIS GROWTH IN NIGERIA‘S ECONOMY HAS NO SUBSTANCE ON ITS 

DOMESTIC SOCIOECONOMIC INDICATORS – UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS STILL 

VERY HIGH, POWER AND ENERGY SUPPLIES ARE DECIMAL, POVERTY LEVEL IS 

UNBECOMING, AND THE SPATE OF VIOLENT INSURGENCY HAS GIVEN RISE TO 

THE NUMBER OF INTERNALLY DISPLACED PERSONS. OFFICIAL CORRUPTION 

AND OUTRIGHT STEALING BY PUBLIC OFFICIALS HAS NEVER BEEN THIS HIGH. 

THIS SENDS A VERY WRONG PERCEPTION OF NIGERIA ABROAD, AND THE 

COUNTRIES LOCATED IN WEST AFRICA, THE NATURAL SPHERE OF NIGERIA 

INFLUENCE, ARE RELUCTANT AND INDISPOSED TO FOLLOW NIGERIA‘S 

LEADERSHIP. THE MALIAN CRISIS IS A CASE IN POINT, WHERE GHANA WAS THE 

MAJOR VOICE IN THE MEDIATION PROCESS. 

 

5.4 NIGERIA’S ROLE IN WEST AFRICAN PEACE, SECURITY AND CONFLICT 

MEDIATION 



 115 

NIGERIA HAS DEEP CONCERNS IN AFRICAN, PARTICULARLY, WEST AFRICAN 

PEACE, SECURITY AND INTEGRATION. WITHOUT PEACE AND SECURITY, THE 

COOPERATION NEEDED FOR REGIONAL INTEGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

CANNOT BE ACHIEVED. DURING THE PERIOD UNDER STUDY, NIGERIA SHOWED 

ENTERPRISE IN TACKLING I) REGIONAL INSTABILITY; AND II) POLICING THE 

GULF OF GUINEA SECURITY AREA. 

THE SECURITY BOUNDARIES OF A COUNTRY DO NOT END FROM THE BORDERS 

OF THAT COUNTRY. NIGERIA APPRECIATES THIS FACT AND THEREFORE PUTS 

GREAT INTEREST IN WEST AFRICAN REGIONAL SECURITY WHICH WAS 

BELEAGUERED BY VARIOUS CONFLICTS, WARS, SUCCESSION PROBLEMS AND 

DISSENTION.  

NIGERIA DEVOTED TIME, ENERGY AND RESOURCES TOWARDS SOLVING THESE 

PROBLEMS, WORKING IN COOPERATION WITH OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES, THE 

ECOWAS AND THE UNITED NATIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, NIGERIA PLAYED A KEY 

ROLE IN ENDING THE LIBERIAN CONFLICT INCLUDING EXTENDING POLITICAL 

ASYLUM TO CHARLES TAYLOR. IN ORDER NOT TO DERAIL THE PEACE PROCESS 

IN LIBERIA, NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT REFUSED TO HAND CHARLES TAYLOR TO 

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT (ICC) FOR WAR CRIMES. 

IN IVORY COAST, NIGERIA, UNDER PRESIDENT OBASANJO, PURSUED A 

MEDIATION POLICY IN WHICH IT DISPATCHED AMBASSADOR RALPH UWECHUE 

IN ORDER TO MEDIATE THE SEVERE DISSENT IN THE COUNTRY (OBASANJO, 

2014).  



 116 

FOLLOWING A MILITARY IN SAO TOME AND PRINCIPE, NIGERIA INTERVENED 

AND RESTORED TO POWER PRESIDENT FRADRIQUE DE MENEDEZ. PRESIDENT 

OBASANJO ACCOMPANIED THE PRESIDENT TO HIS COUNTRY TO GET HIM RE-

INSTATED (OBASANJO, 2014).  

NIGERIA POSTED FORMER PRESIDENT IBRAHIM BADAMASI BABANGIDA AS AN 

ENVOY TO GUINEA TO HELP MEDIATE IN THE ENSUING POLITICAL CONFLICTS 

WHICH KILLED SEVERAL PEOPLE. LANSANA CONTE EVENTUALLY APPOINTED A 

PRIME MINISTER FROM THE OPPOSITION. 

WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT THE SOLUTION TO ALL THESE PROBLEMS WERE NOT 

DUE TO NIGERIA ALONE BUT A PRODUCT OF A COMBINATION OF REGIONAL, 

CONTINENTAL AND GLOBAL EFFORTS, THE VERY PIVOTAL FUNCTION NIGERIA 

PLAYED IN SOLVING THESE CONFLICTS DEMONSTRATE NIGERIA‘S GRIP OF THE 

REGION AND THE BELIEF THAT PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT CANNOT BE 

SECURED UNLESS THERE IS REGIONAL STABILITY.  

FURTHER IN THE AREA OF PEACE AND SECURITY, NIGERIA DEPLOYED TROOPS 

TO THE CONGO AND SUDAN DARFUR REGION. NIGERIA ALSO SPONSORED THE 

―PEACE TALKS‖ THAT LED TO LIBERIA‘S DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS AS WELL AS 

SUPPORTED THE ON SIERRA LEONE PEACE BUILDING (GARUBA, 2007).  

NIGERIA UNDER OBASANJO BROKERED INTERNAL PEACE BETWEEN THE 

GOVERNMENTS OF NINE AFRICAN NATIONS – COTE D‘IVOIRE, TOGO, 

MAURITANIA, SENEGAL, CHAD, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC, CONGO, SUDAN 

AND THE WESTERN SAHARA (PLOCH, 2010). 
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AFTER HIS INAUGURATION IN 1999, PRESIDENT OBASANJO WANTED TO SCALE 

DOWN NIGERIAN‘S COMMITMENT AND BURDEN IN SUB-REGIONAL MILITARY 

ENGAGEMENTS. IN HIS SPEECH AT THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

IN 1999, OBASANJO NOTED THAT: 

FOR TOO LONG, THE BURDEN OF PRESERVING INTERNATIONAL 

PEACE AND SECURITY IN WEST AFRICA HAS BEEN LEFT 

ALMOST ENTIRELY TO A FEW STATES IN THE SUB REGION. 

NIGERIA‘S CONTINUED BURDEN IN SIERRA LEONE IS 

UNACCEPTABLY DRAINING NIGERIA FINANCIALLY. FOR OUR 

ECONOMY TO TAKE OFF, THIS BLEEDING HAS TO STOP 

(OBASANJO, 1999). 

NIGERIA SPENT ON THE ECOMOG OPERATION ABOUT ONE MILLION US DOLLARS 

DAILY (GEORGE; 2012). HOWEVER, RATHER THAN WITHDRAW ALL OF THE 12,000 

TROOPS FROM SIERRA LEONE UNDER THE PRESSURE FROM THE UN, NIGERIA 

DECIDED TO LEAVE SOME 3500 TROOPS TO SERVE UNDER UNOMSIL‘S 

―OPERATION SANDSTORM‖ AND ―OPERATION SAVE FREETOWN‖ TO PACIFY 

COUNTRY‘S CAPITAL. THE NIGERIAN CONTINGENT (NIGCON) TO THE UN 

MISSION AT NOVEMBER, 1999, INCLUDED 8 STAFF OFFICERS, 4 MILITARY 

OBSERVERS AND WAS THE LARGEST TROOP FROM ALL THE TROOP 

CONTRIBUTING COUNTRIES. HOWEVER, THIS SCALING DOWN WAS JUST A 

TEMPORARY ADJUSTMENT AS THE PRESSURE ON NIGERIA TO REMAIN BECAME 

STRONGER AND BECAUSE OF THE PRESIDENT WHO WAS TO BECOME MORE 

ACTIVE IN SUB-REGIONAL SECURITY MANAGEMENT. GENERAL ABUBAKAR, 

FORMER MILITARY HEAD OF STATE, NOTED THAT NIGERIA CAN CLAIM A FAIR 

SHARE OF THE GLORY FOR PEACE THAT IS ENJOYED IN SIERRA LEONE TODAY 

(2009). 
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NIGERIA AGAIN PARTICIPATED FROM 2003 IN THE UN MISSION IN LIBERIA 

(UNOMIL). IN THIS OPERATION, ACCORDING TO GENERAL BAMALI, NIGERIA WAS 

LEFT TO LIFT ITS OWN TROOP AND THOSE OF GAMBIA AND GUINEA FOR THE 

ECOMOG OPERATION IN MONROVIA (BAMALI; 2009). 

THE CÔTE D‘IVOIRE CRISIS WAS A PARTICULARLY UNPLEASANT EXPERIENCE 

FOR WEST AFRICAN LEADERS BECAUSE THE COUNTRY WAS REGARDED AS ONE 

OF THE MOST STABLE IN THE SUB-REGION. THE CRISIS WAS TO PRESENT A 

DIFFERENT KIND OF SECURITY CHALLENGE TO ECOWAS. THE KEENLY 

CONTESTED ELECTIONS IN OCTOBER 2000 FOLLOWED AN INTENSE POWER 

STRUGGLE BETWEEN LAURENT GBAGBO AND HIS ALLIES ON THE ONE HAND 

AND ALASSANE OUATTARA AND HIS SUPPORTERS ON THE OTHER HAND IN THE 

LIGHT OF AN INTENSE DEBATE OVER ―IVORITE‖ OR ―IVORIANNESS‖ ABOUT WHO 

IS TRULY AN IVORIAN. THIS PUT THE COUNTRY INTO TURMOIL AND PRESIDENT 

OBASANJO HELPED TO FOIL A MILITARY COUP D‘ÉTAT IN 2006 (OBASANJO, 2014).  

FINALLY, A REBELLION LED BY DISGRUNTLED SOLDIERS UNDER THE NAME OF 

MOVEMENT PATRIOTIQUE DU CÔTE D‘IVOIRE, MADE THE SITUATION WORSE, 

BREAKING THE COUNTRY INTO TWO PARTS. NIGERIA WAS TO PROVIDE BUFFER 

TROOPS TO SEPARATE THE TWO WARRING GROUPS, IDENTIFIED AS THE 

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN FORCES. THIS EARLY INTERVENTION HELPED TO 

DICTATE THE DIRECTION OF ECOWAS POLICY ON THAT VERY COMPLICATED 

CRISIS. 

CHIEF OJO MADUEKWE AFFIRMED THAT NIGERIA WILL NOT REST UNTIL THE 

NEW WAVES OF MILITARY COUPS AND UNDEMOCRATIC RULE IN THE WEST 
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AFRICAN SUB REGION WERE ADDRESSED. AT THE UNITED NATION 64
TH

 GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY, HE EXPLAINED NIGERIA‘S COMMITMENT TO ENTRENCHING 

DEMOCRACY IN NIGER, GUINEA-BISSAU AND GUINEA CONAKRY TRANSITION 

POLITICS, WHICH NIGERIA FOLLOWS CLOSELY THROUGH SPECIAL ENVOYS 

PRESIDENT YARADUA DISPATCHED (MADUEKWE, 2009). HOWEVER, IT IS 

INSTRUCTIVE TO KNOW THAT NIGERIA WAS REBUFFED BY PRESIDENT TANDJA 

MAMMADOU OF NIGER REPUBLIC TELLING NIGERIA‘S ENVOY, GENERAL 

ABDUSSALAMI ABUBAKAR, THAT ―NIGERIA SHOULD MIND HER BUSINESS‖. 

BUT NIGERIA‘S PERFORMANCE INTERNATIONALLY DURING THE PERIOD UNDER 

STUDY HAS BEEN BELOW PAR, ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR ARIYO, WHO 

STATED THAT ONE FORMER AFRICAN LEADER ONCE MENTIONED. ―NIGERIA IS 

JUST NOT AT THE TABLE. AND IF NIGERIA IS NEITHER SEEN NOR HEARD, WHAT 

CAN THE REST DO?‖ THIS IS SIMILAR STATEMENT OBASANJO (2014) THAT ONE 

―AFRICAN HEAD OF GOVERNMENT TO ME IF NIGERIA IS NEITHER SEEN NOR 

HEARD, WHAT CAN THE REST DO‖? 

ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR ARIYO (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ARIYO, 

SEPTEMBER 4, 2016) ―NIGERIA IS THE ONLY REGIONAL POWER IN WEST AFRICA. 

ITS ECONOMY IS THE BIGGEST IN AFRICA, AND WITH POPULATION OF OVER 160 

MILLION, IS ALSO THE MOST POPULOUS STATE ON THE CONTINENT‖. FURTHER, 

ARIYO STATED THAT NIGERIAN ARMY HAS AROUND 88,000 ACTIVE 

SERVICEMEN. THIS HAS PLACED NIGERIA AS THE FIRST MILITARY POWER IN 

WEST AFRICA.  
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AT THE RETURN OF NIGERIA TO CIVILIAN RULE IN 1999, THE POLITICAL CLASS 

SAW THE DOWNSIZING OF THE MILITARY AS A PANACEA TO MILITARY 

INTERCESSION IN POLITICAL AUTHORITY. THEY THEREFORE CAMPAIGNED FOR 

THE REDUCTION OF THE SIZE OF THE MILITARY.  

NIGERIA HAS ABOUT 120,000 MILITARY TODAY WHICH IS INADEQUATE TO 

SATISFY THE ASPIRATIONS OF NIGERIANS, DOMESTICALLY WHERE THERE IS 

THE DIRE NEED FOR CIVIL POLICE ATTENTION. THE EXPERIENCE OF BOKO 

HARAM IS A POINT CASE. MILITARILY, A LARGE CONVENTIONAL FORCE IS 

NEEDED IN ORDER TO TACKLE INSURGENCY OR GUERILLA ARMY.  

MOREOVER, SUCH REDUCTION IN SIZE LEFT OUT CONSIDERATIONS OF 

NIGERIA‘S REGIONAL POWER ROLE AS WELL AS HER POPULATION AND 

TERRITORIAL SIZE. THE DE-POLITICIZATION OF THE MILITARY LED TO 

COMPULSORY RETIREMENT OF VERY INTELLIGENT OFFICERS FROM THE 

NIGERIAN MILITARY, ESPECIALLY THE ARMY.  

FURTHER, THE NIGERIAN MILITARY WAS REFURBISHED – THE ARMY REVAMPED 

ITS LIGHT ARMORED AND PERSONNEL CARRIERS AT THE SPECIAL VEHICLE 

PLANT IN BAUCHI; THE NAVY REFURBISHED ITS NNS ARADU STATIONED AT 

LAGOS; AND THE AIR FORCE REFURBISHED ITS DONNIER FACILITY AT KADUNA. 

THERE HAVE BEEN VARIOUS FUNDING AND TRAINING PROGRAMS SINCE 1999 

THAT HAVE BEEN INITIATED TO RE-VITALIZE THE CAPACITY OF THE NIGERIAN 

MILITARY TO SERVE DOMESTIC AS WELL AS REGIONAL NEEDS.  

ONLY THE NIGERIAN MILITARY REPELLED THE BOKO HARAM 

TERRORISM. LOOKING ELSEWHERE, USA, FRANCE AND UK, HAVE 

BEEN FIGHTING FOR YEARS IN SOMALIA, IRAQ, SYRIA, TO REPEL 

INSURGENCY AND TERRORISM. OUR EXPERIENCE IN SIERRA LEONE 
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AND LIBERIA WAS USED TO CUT BOKO HARAM TO SIZE (INTERVIEW 

WITH AMBASSADOR ARIYO, SEPTEMBER 4, 2016).  

HOWEVER, NIGERIA WAS MISSING IN ACTION. ALTHOUGH NIGERIA PLEDGED 

THE LARGEST TROOPS TO THE ECOWAS MULTINATIONAL FORCE, IT COULD NOT 

MOBILIZE ITS MILITARY ASSETS AND THOSE OF ECOWAS TO LEAD THE ASSAULT 

AGAINST THE TUAREGS AND AL QAEEDA FIGHTERS IN NORTHERN MALI. THIS 

VACUUM WAS FILLED BY FRANCE, ONE OF NIGERIA‘S RIVALS IN AFRICAN 

AFFAIRS. THE FRENCH FORCES PUSHED THE REBELS OUT OF THE AREAS THEY 

OCCUPIED IN LESS THAN ONE MONTH. ONE IMPORTANT NOTE IS THAT MALIAN 

WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN GAO, KIDAL AND TIMBUKTU HAILED FRENCH ARMY, 

WHILE MOCKING NIGERIA AND OTHER ECOWAS STATES FOR THEIR INEFFECTIVE 

LEADERSHIP IN THE CRISIS. FURTHER, NIGERIAN PRESIDENT JONATHAN WAS 

ALSO UNNOTICEABLE ON THE NEGOTIATING TABLE AS GHANA‘S PRESIDENT 

MAHAMA TOOK THE LEAD IN THE DISCUSSION ON THE MALIAN CRISIS. 

SIMILARLY IN THE 2011 CRISIS IN IVORY COAST WHICH ALSO SAW ANOTHER 

INTERVENTION BY FRANCE, NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP WAS CLEARLY ABSENT. 

THOUGH NIGERIA SUPPORTED A MILITARY ACTION AGAINST GBAGBO, IT COULD 

NOT TRANSLATE THE EXPRESSION INTO EFFECTIVE ACTION. 

THE GULF OF GUINEA AREA HAS BEEN UNDER THE OPERATION OF WEST 

AFRICAN CRIMINAL GANGS, ASIAN AND SOUTH AMERICAN DRUG CARTELS AND 

AL QAEDA BACKED MILITANTS. THIS MADE THE AREA INTO A HAVEN FOR 

INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS, PIRACY AND OTHER TRANSNATIONAL CRIMINAL 

ACTIVITIES. HOWEVER, THIS GROWING ECONOMIC AND SECURITY IMPORTANCE 

OF THE GULF OF GUINEA, COUPLED WITH US AND WESTERN INTEREST OVER 
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THIS SOUTHERN ATLANTIC REGION INCREASED NIGERIA‘S APPETITE TO TAKE 

THE SECURITY OF THE REGION.  

ACCORDING JOHNNIE CARSON, US ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE, ―NIGERIA 

IS THE MOST IMPORTANT COUNTRY IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA‖ (CARSON, 2009) 

WHILE PRESIDENT OBAMA COMPLEMENTED THIS STATEMENT WHEN HE 

ACKNOWLEDGED NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP ROLE IN REGIONAL SECURITY. IN HER 

WORDS, LAUREN PLOCH 

IN 2005, THE UNITED STATES, NIGERIA, AND OTHER 

INTERESTED PARTNERS INITIATED THE ―GULF OF GUINEA 

ENERGY SECURITY STRATEGY,‖ A FORUM THROUGH WHICH 

PARTICIPANTS WORK TO ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES OF OIL 

PRODUCTION IN THE NIGER DELTA (PLOCH, 2010). 

THIS WAS IN ORDER TO FIGHT THE REGION‘S MARITIME CRIMES AND MAKE 

STABLE ENERGY SUPPLY TO THE WORLD. HOWEVER, THIS IS A COZY PLOT OF 

THE UNITED STATES TO SMUGGLE ITS US AFRICAN COMMAND (AFRICOM) AS 

THIS COMBATANT COMMAND OF THE UNITED STATES NAVY IS EXPECTED TO 

MONITOR THE WATERS. PHAM (2007) HAS A SIMILAR VIEW BUT DIFFERS ON THE 

LIKELIHOOD OF NIGERIA‘S CONTINUOUS ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND MILITARY 

ASSISTANCE TO SECURITY ISSUES DUE TO VARIOUS ―INTERNAL‖ SECURITY 

CHALLENGES. 

FURTHER STILL, NIGERIA UNDER PRESIDENT YARADUA OPPOSED THE 

RELOCATION OF THE AFRICOM FROM ITS TEMPORARY BASE IN STUTTGART, 

GERMANY TO THE CONTINENT. HE HOWEVER WELCOME PARTNERSHIP IN, 

ESPECIALLY, MILITARY TRAINING AND LOGISTICS, TO ACTUALIZE AFRICA‘S 

PEACE AND SECURITY INITIATIVE (ADENIYI, 2012).  
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A SHIFT OCCURRED IN NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY UNDER PRESIDENT 

GOODLUCK EBELE JONATHAN. ―NIGERIA, RATHER THAN AFRICA, IS THE 

CENTERPIECE OF NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY‖ (NWANKWO, 2013). THIS IS A 

MAJOR SHIFT IN LINE WITH THE DOCTRINE OF FOREIGN POLICY RECIPROCITY OF 

BOLAJI AKINYEMI.  

CONSEQUENTLY, NIGERIA‘S INABILITY TO SOLVE ITS INTERNAL PROBLEMS OR 

PROVIDE LEADERSHIP IN THE SUB REGION HAS STALLED NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM 

POWER ROLE IN MAKING THE POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC INTEGRATION OF 

ECOWAS A SUCCESS AS THE ASEAN OR THE EU. NIGERIA‘S DECLINE HAS ALSO 

LED TO GREATER INSTABILITY AND INSECURITY IN THE REGION AS CAN BE 

SEEN IN IVORY COAST, MALI, GUINEA AND THE STATE OF GUINEA BISSAU. A 

POWER VACUUM HAS BEEN CREATED WHICH IS INCREASINGLY FILLED BY 

CRIMINAL GANGS AND HEGEMONIC EXTERNAL POWERS LIKE FRANCE.  

5.5 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INITIATIVES - THE TECHNICAL AIDS CORPS (TAC) 

NIGERIA HAS PROVIDED SOCIO-ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL AID TO NEEDY 

COUNTRIES AROUND THE WORLD. THIS STUDY WILL LOOK AT ARE THE 

TECHNICAL AIDS CORPS AS A FOREIGN POLICY INSTRUMENT NIGERIA USES TO 

PROJECT ITS MEDIUM POWER ROLE IN AFRICA, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC 

NATIONS. 

THE TECHNICAL AID CORPS (TAC) SCHEME IS NIGERIAN FOREIGN POLICY TOOL 

ESTABLISHED BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IN 1987 TO SERVE SPECIFIC NATIONAL 

INTERESTS. THIS PROGRAM SUBSTITUTES ―EXPRESS FINANCIAL AID‖ 

(INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ARIYO) TO AFRICAN CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC 
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(ACP) NATIONS. IT IS INTENDED TO GIVE MANPOWER ASSISTANCE IN ALL FIELDS 

OF HUMAN ENDEAVOR AND ALSO TO BE A PRACTICAL DEMONSTRATION OF 

NIGERIA‘S COMMITMENT TO SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION.  

ITS OBJECTIVES INCLUDE SHARING NIGERIA‘S KNOW-HOW AND EXPERTISE 

WITH OTHER ACP COUNTRIES; GIVING ASSISTANCE ON THE BASIS OF ASSESSED 

AND PERCEIVED NEEDS OF RECIPIENT COUNTRIES; PROMOTING COOPERATION 

AND UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN NIGERIA AND RECIPIENT COUNTRIES; 

FACILITATING MEANINGFUL CONTACT BETWEEN NIGERIAN AND THOSE OF 

RECIPIENT COUNTRIES; COMPLEMENTING OTHER FORMS OF ASSISTANCE OF ACP 

COUNTRIES; ENSURING A STREAMLINED PROGRAM OF ASSISTANCE TO OTHER 

DEVELOPING COUNTRIES; ACTING AS A CHANNEL THROUGH WHICH SOUTH-

SOUTH COLLABORATION IS ENHANCED; ESTABLISHING A PRESENCE IN 

COUNTRIES WHICH, FOR ECONOMIC REASONS, NIGERIA HAS NO RESIDENT 

DIPLOMATIC MISSION.  

TECHNICAL AIDS CORPS HAS RECORDED SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS IN THE 

FOLLOWING AREAS: I) INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF RECIPIENT COUNTRIES 

FROM AFRICA, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC REGIONS; II) INCREASE IN THE NUMBER 

OF VOLUNTEERS DEPLOYED ABROAD III) OVERWHELMING INTEREST FROM 

BOTH NIGERIAN VOLUNTEERS AND RECIPIENT COUNTRIES UNDER THE 

BIENNIUM TAC SCHEME.  

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SCHEME HAS ENDEARED NIGERIA TO MANY 

COUNTRIES AS A FACILITATOR OF EFFECTIVE COOPERATION IN SOCIO-

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AMONG ACP COUNTRIES. ULTIMATELY, NIGERIA 
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STANDS TO GAIN ENORMOUSLY, BOTH POLITICALLY AND ECONOMICALLY, 

FROM RECIPIENT COUNTRIES. IN 2003, THE COMMONWEALTH SIGNED A 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) WITH THE NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT 

FOR THE PROVISION OF NIGERIAN EXPERTISE TO NEEDY MEMBER STATES 

UNDER THE COMMONWEALTH ASSISTANCE PROGRAMME (CAP) TO BE 

MANAGED BY THE DIRECTOR OF TAC IN NIGERIA. SIMILAR DEALS ARE SIGNED 

BETWEEN NIGERIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE UNITED NATIONS (UN) VOLUNTEER 

SERVICE, ECOWAS VOLUNTEERS PROGRAM, AND THE JAPANESE AGENCY FOR 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION (JAIC). THE EFFECTIVENESS AND VIABILITY OF 

TAC AS A FOREIGN POLICY INSTRUMENT IS DEMONSTRATED IN THE 

COMMENDATION IT RECEIVES FROM RECIPIENT COUNTRIES AND OTHER 

MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY (INTERVIEW WITH AMB. 

ABDULLAHI, AUGUST 19, 2013).  

TECHNICAL AIDS CORPS HAS PLAYED A CARDINAL ROLE IN 

CEMENTING EXISTING RELATIONS BETWEEN NIGERIA AND 

BENEFICIARY COUNTRIES, AND, ON A WIDER SCALE, IN 

CREATING AN ATMOSPHERE OF PARTNERSHIP WHERE IT 

OTHERWISE WOULD NOT EXIST. IN GUINEA, WHERE I WAS 

AMBASSADOR BEFORE COMING TO THE AU POLITICAL 

AFFAIRS, THE COUNTRY KEPT SENDING REQUESTS AFTER 

REQUESTS FOR VOLUNTEERS. THE PROGRAM IS ALSO A 

DELIBERATE POLICY OPTION FOR THE CONSOLIDATION OF 

NIGERIA‘S ROLE IN THE INDEPENDENCE STRUGGLES OF 

SOME AFRICAN COUNTRIES. IT IS A CATALYST FOR PEACE, 

PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT AMONG BOTH BENEFICIARY 

AND NON-BENEFICIARY COUNTRIES (INTERVIEW WITH AMB. 

ABDULLAHI, AUGUST 19, 2013). 

THE SCHEME IS CURRENTLY ONE OF THE VIABLE VOLUNTEER SERVICES 

PROGRAM OPERATED BY AN AFRICAN COUNTRY WHICH HAS BEEN REFOCUSED 
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TO ADVANCE SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION TOWARDS ACHIEVING THE 

OBJECTIVES OF THE NEW PARTNERSHIP FOR AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT (NEPAD).  

5.6 CHALLENGES TO NIGERIA’S MIDDLE POWER ROLE 

NIGERIA FOREIGN POLICY HAS BEEN MARRED BY FELLOW AFRICAN 

COUNTRIES THAT VOTED AGAINST US ON THE INTERNATIONAL 

SCENE. WE HAVE GOT TO HAVE A FOREIGN POLICY, WHICH 

PENALIZES COUNTRIES THAT VOTE AGAINST US (INTERVIEW WITH 

PROFESSOR AKINYEMI, JANUARY, 2015). 

FOUR IMPORTANT INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL PROBLEMS AFFECT NIGERIA‘S 

MIDDLE POWER ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS. THEY ARE INTERNAL INSURGENCY, 

DOMESTIC POLITICS, DWINDLING ECONOMY AND EXTERNAL THREATS. 

 

 

5.6.1 INTERNAL INSURGENCY, KIDNAPPING, ROBBERY AND OIL BUNKERING 

INTERNAL INSURGENCY IS POSING A THREAT TO NIGERIA‘S MIDDLE POWER 

FOREIGN POLICY. MOST THREATENING IS THE BOKO HARAM MENACE THAT 

ERUPTED IN NIGERIA IN LATE-2007. THIS HAS PUT A SORT OF PARADOX ON THE 

CAPACITY OF THE NIGERIAN ARMED FORCES; WHERE THEY INTERVENED AND 

RESTORED PEACE IN SEVERAL WAR-RIDDEN COUNTRIES BUT ARE INCAPABLE 

OF CONTAINING SUCH INTERNAL THREAT. IN FACT, A LARGE PART OF NIGERIA‘S 

TERRITORY WAS UNDER THE CONTROL OF BOKO HARAM WHICH CONTINUE TO 

TERRORIZE NIGERIANS AND FOREIGN WORKERS WITH IMPUNITY.  

IN THE MIDDLE-BELT, SOUTH-WEST AND SOUTH-EAST REGIONS OF NIGERIA, 

ROBBERY, KIDNAPPINGS, HOSTAGE TAKING, AND COMMUNAL AND TRIBAL 

TENSIONS AND CONFLICT CONTINUE TO MAKE LIFE DIFFICULT FOR NIGERIAN 

CITIZENS, FOREIGNERS AND BUSINESSES. IN DECEMBER 2012, THE KIDNAPPING 
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OF THE MOTHER OF THEN NIGERIA‘S MINISTER FOR FINANCE SHOWED THE 

EXTENT OF THIS MENACE. IN FEBRUARY 2013, SEVEN FOREIGNERS WORKING IN 

A LEBANESE FIRM WERE KIDNAPPED FROM REPUBLIC OF CAMEROON AND 

BROUGHT TO NIGERIA FOR RANSOM. A FORMER DEPUTY GOVERNOR OF 

ANAMBRA STATE, DR CHUDI NWIKE, WAS ALSO KIDNAPPED AND KILLED IN 2013. 

THIS INDICATES HOW NIGERIA‘S INTERNAL SECURITY CHALLENGES ARE 

UNDERMINING ITS STATUS AS A MIDDLE POWER AND HOW ITS WEAKNESS AND 

FRAGILITY IS AFFECTING THE SECURITY OF HER NEIGHBORS. 

ACCORDING TO PROFESSOR IBRAHIM GAMBARI  

THAT HAS DENTED OUR IMAGE AND IT HAS EVEN MORE 

SERIOUSLY DEVALUED THE PEACEKEEPING CURRENCY WHICH 

WE USE TO ADVANCE OUR COUNTRY‘S CLAIM FOR A 

PERMANENT SEAT IN A REFORMED AND EXPANDED SECURITY 

COUNCIL (GAMBARI, 2015). 

THE NIGERIAN MILITARY HAS BEEN PLACED 4
TH

 OR 5
TH

 IN CONTRIBUTION TO UN 

PEACE SUPPORT OPERATIONS WITHIN AND OUTSIDE AFRICA. IT SHOULD BE 

OBSERVED, HOWEVER, THAT THE FAILURE OF NIGERIAN MILITARY TO CONTAIN 

THE SCOURGE OF THE BOKO HARAM IS INCONSISTENT WITH THE 

INTERNATIONAL PROFILE MADE BY THE NIGERIAN MILITARY FROM 1960-2010. 

BUT AMBASSADOR ARIYO (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ARIYO, 4 

SEPTEMBER, 2016) MENTIONED TO THIS RESEARCHER THAT A CHANGE OF 

LEADERSHIP IN NIGERIA AND THE LEADERSHIP OF THE MILITARY HAS MADE 

NIGERIA TO HAVE THE UPPER HAND IN THE FIGHT AGAINST INTERNAL 

INSURGENCY IN THE NORTH-EAST. 

5.6.2 DWINDLING ECONOMY  
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NIGERIA‘S ECONOMY IS THE LARGEST IN AFRICA YET NIGERIA CONTAINS SOME 

OF THE POOREST PEOPLE ON THE CONTINENT. YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT, 

POVERTY, ENERGY CRISIS AND FOOD INSECURITY PERMANENTLY FEATURE ON 

EVERY DISCOURSE ON NIGERIA ECONOMY.  

WHAT HAS MADE CHINA A GLOBAL PLAYER? HER POPULATION! WHAT 

QUALIFIED CHINA TO THE UNITED NATIONS PERMANENT SECURITY 

COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP?  POPULATION! WHAT HAS MADE CHINA PIVOTAL 

IN ASIAN AS WELL AS WORLD POLITICS? CHINA‘S MILITARY MIGHT AND 

ECONOMY! (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ADO SANUSI, DECEMBER 6, 

2014). 

 ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR SANUSI, IF WE APPLY THESE TO NIGERIA AT THE 

LEVEL OF AFRICA, IT WILL BE CLEAR THAT NIGERIA IS A MIDDLE POWER 

―THOUGH WITH CHALLENGES OF MISMANAGEMENT AND MISAPPROPRIATION OF 

RESOURCES, AND LACK OF CREDIBLE INDIVIDUALS IN LEADERSHIP POSITIONS‖ 

(INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ADO SANUSI, DECEMBER 6, 2014). 

NIGERIAN ECONOMY HAS KEPT SINKING SINCE 2008, BUT HAS NEVER BEEN 

WORSE THAN FROM 2010 TO DATE DUE TO ―OFFICIAL CORRUPTION‖ (GAMBARI, 

2015) AND FDI WITHDRAWALS FROM THE NIGERIAN ECONOMY. THE ECONOMIC 

STRUCTURES OF THE OBASANJO ADMINISTRATION ALMOST TOTALLY 

COLLAPSED. ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR BULUS LOLO ―WHEN OTHERS ARE 

BUSY TRYING TO CONSOLIDATE, WE ARE BUSY SCATTERING‖ (INTERVIEW WITH 

AMB. LOLO, AUGUST 22, 2013). 

BY LOOKING AT THE LEVEL OF PER CAPITA, COUNTRIES LIKE BOTSWANA, 

NAMIBIA, ANGOLA, EQUATORIAL GUINEA AND CAPE VERDE RANK HIGHER AND 

ARE RICHER THAN NIGERIA. NIGERIA DOES NOT EXPLOIT, MAXIMALLY, THE 

ECOWAS FREE MARKET (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR BULUS LOLO, 2013).  
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5.6.3 DOMESTIC POLITICS – CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS, CORRUPTION AND 

MISMANAGEMENT 

―DOMESTIC SQUABBLING‖ (INTERVIEW WITH AKINYEMI, JANUARY 20, 2014) OR 

―INTERNAL CONTRADICTIONS‖ AS AMBASSADOR LOLO (INTERVIEW AUGUST 22, 

2013) REFERS IT TO, HAVE MARRED NIGERIA‘S IMAGE ABROAD. 

NIGERIA HAS ALWAYS CLAIMED THE LEADERSHIP OF AFRICA, AS OF RIGHT. BUT 

NIGERIA‘S DOMESTIC POLITICS IS DOING GREAT HARM TO THIS CLAIM. THIS IS A 

FACTOR OF HOW WE GOVERN OURSELVES. IN ALL FAIRNESS, THE 

CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS THAT SET IN DURING PRESIDENTS OBASANJO AND 

YARADUA REGIMES, MORE THAN ANY DOMESTIC ISSUE, NEGATIVELY 

AFFECTED OUR IMAGE ABROAD. IT MADE NIGERIAN LEADERS NOT CREDIBLE 

WITHIN INTERNATIONAL CIRCLES.  

UNDER PRESIDENT JONATHAN, CORRUPTION AND MISMANAGEMENT REACHED 

AN ADVANCED PEAK DURING THE PERIOD UNDER STUDY. BILLIONS OF 

DOLLARS HAVE BEEN SPENT ON PROJECTS THAT HAVE NO IMPORTANT FUTURE 

ECONOMIC OBJECTIVES AND SENSELESSLY SQUANDERED DURING POLITICAL 

CAMPAIGNS AND RALLIES. THIS PERIOD SAW NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN RESERVES, 

SAVED FOR THE RAINY DAY, BEING DEPLETED WITHOUT ANY MEANINGFUL 

TURNAROUND IN THE LIVES OF NIGERIANS. 

NIGERIA WAS ABSENT AT MANY VERY IMPORTANT FORUMS DURING THE 

PRESIDENTS YARADUA AND JONATHAN. WHILE PRESIDENT YARADUA‘S ILL 

HEALTH WAS THE REASON FOR SUCH ABSENCE, HE COULD NOT DELEGATE HIS 

VICE PRESIDENT, JONATHAN, TO ATTEND. RATHER HE DISPATCHED HIS FOREIGN 
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MINISTER, OJO MADUEKWE, WHOM ACCORDING TO SANUSI (INTERVIEW 

DECEMBER 6, 2014) ―IS BEGINNER IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS‖. THEREFORE, NIGERIAN 

DELEGATION HAD LITTLE CLOUT DURING UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY, 

COMMONWEALTH CONFERENCES AND OTHER GLOBAL GATHERINGS. 

IT IS ON RECORD THAT UNDER PRESIDENT JONATHAN NIGERIA WAS ABSENT IN 

TWO CRUCIAL GATHERINGS: THE COMMONWEALTH HEADS OF GOVERNMENT 

MEETING (CHOGM) IN SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA, OCTOBER, 2010; AND THE 

EXTRAORDINARY AU SUMMIT ON AFRICAN RENAISSANCE MARKING THE 50
TH

 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE FORMATION OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AFRICAN UNITY 

(OAU) IN ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA, MAY 2013. IN BOTH CASES, THERE ARE 

INDICATIONS THAT THE PRESIDENT ―WAS BADLY MANAGED SO AS TO NOT 

BEING ABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETINGS‖ (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR 

YOLA, 2015). FURTHER ACCORDING TO AMBASSADOR SHUAIBU OTHMAN YOLA 

(INTERVIEW 2015) THE PRESIDENT ARRIVED BOTH CAPITALS AND OBSERVED 

THE PROTOCOL FORMALITIES OF A VISITING HEAD OF STATE, BUT SOME 

OBSCURE REASONS WERE OFFICIALLY GIVEN AS TO WHAT MADE THE 

PRESIDENT ABSENT. AMBASSADOR BULUS LOLO DECLINED TO COMMENT ON 

THIS QUESTION. HOWEVER, WE TAKE HIS SILENCE TO BE THE BEST POSITION 

ANY SERVING AMBASSADOR WOULD HAVE TAKEN ON SUCH SERIOUS SUBJECT 

ON A STATE‘S FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

IMPORTANT BRILLIANT GOVERNMENT POLICIES ARE NOT CARRIED-ON BY 

SUCCESSIVE GOVERNMENT. IN CERTAIN INSTANCES THEY ARE REVERSED. SUCH 

POLICIES AS THE RIVER NIGER DREDGING AND OUR LNG PROJECTS THAT 
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WOULD HAVE ATTRACTED FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENTS (FDIS) AND CREATE 

SEVERAL THOUSANDS OF JOBS FOR NIGERIANS WERE EITHER REVERSED OR 

LEFT UNATTENDED (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR SHERIFF, DECEMBER 14, 

2014). THIS IS ALSO A PROBLEM OF LEADERSHIP BECAUSE SUCH POLICY 

REVERSALS SCARE AWAY FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENTS (FDIS). 

WITH LARGEST POPULATION IN AFRICA, INVESTMENTS IN MANPOWER AND 

TECHNICAL SKILLS DEVELOPMENT ARE EITHER ENGROSSED IN DEEP 

CORRUPTION OR OTHER ETHICAL MISCONDUCT. THE SURE-P PROGRAM, WHICH 

MANY INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS HOPE TO SPREAD ACROSS AFRICA AS A 

YOUTH EMPOWERMENT PROGRAM HAS BEEN COMPROMISED.  

 

 

5.6.4 PROFESSIONALISM AND NIGERIA’S DIPLOMATIC CORPS 

NIGERIA‘S DOMESTIC POWER STRUGGLE HAS AFFECTED THE QUALITY OF 

NIGERIAN DIPLOMATIC CORPS. NIGERIA RATHER THAN GHANA WOULD HAVE 

BEEN THE FIRST BLACK COUNTRY TO PRODUCE THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF 

THE UNITED NATIONS. BUT THE FACT IS THAT NIGERIA HAS FAILED TO 

RECOGNIZE THAT IN THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS, ONE COUNTRY IS COMPETING 

WITH THE BEST OF THE BEST FROM OTHER COUNTRIES. BI-LINGUALISM, FOR 

INSTANCE, IS NOT CONSIDERED WHEN NIGERIA NOMINATES ITS CITIZENS FOR 

INTERNATIONAL POSITIONS AND THESE CANDIDATES WILL COMPETE WITH 

OTHERS WHO ARE BI-LINGUAL.  

IN OTHER COUNTRIES, ACCORDING TO PROFESSOR BOLAJI AKINYEMI   
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…ENTRANCE INTO THEIR FOREIGN SERVICE WOULD BE A 

FIRST CLASS IN POLITICAL SCIENCE, ECONOMICS, HISTORY 

AND GEOGRAPHY. PROBABLY, THE TIME THIS WAS 

OBSERVED WAS ON THE EVE OF INDEPENDENCE TO 1963/64. 

AFTER THIS PERIOD, WE STARTED TO FADE OFF WITH THE 

QUALIFICATIONS NEEDED TO JOIN THE DIPLOMATIC CORPS 

(INTERVIEW WITH AKINYEMI, JANUARY 20, 2015).  

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THIS RESEARCH IS NOT AGAINST REFLECTING 

PLURALITY IN THE GOVERNANCE OF NIGERIA. WE MUST REFLECT OUR 

PLURALITY. BUT IN DOING SO, WE MUST CHALLENGE THAT PLURALITY TO PUT 

FORWARD ITS BEST MEN AND WOMEN WHEN THEY ARE COMPETING FOR POSTS 

INTERNATIONALLY. DOMESTICALLY, WE CAN OBSERVE THIS BUT NOT IN THE 

DIPLOMATIC CORPS BECAUSE YOU ARE COMPETING WITH THE BEST ABROAD.  

TAKE FOR INSTANCE THE INDIANS WHO MAKE SURE THEY OCCUPY VERY 

STRATEGIC POSTS AT THE UN IN SUCH A WAY THAT AT ALL TIMES THEY HAVE A 

CRUCIAL ROLE TO PLAY IN THAT BODY. LOOKING AT NIGERIA, WE TAKE OUR 

DIFFERENCES EVEN TO THE UN. THE NIGERIANS AT THE UNITED NATIONS ARE 

PEOPLE THAT GOT TO THE UN ON THEIR OWN ACCORD AND NOT THROUGH 

NOMINATION BY THE HOME GOVERNMENT. THE TWO NIGERIANS NOMINATED 

AND SUPPORTED FOR POSTS ARE AMBASSADOR SHUAIBU OTHMAN YOLA, WHO 

WAS UNDER SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS DURING THE 

GENERAL BABANGIDA REGIME, AND SOLDIER-DIPLOMAT, GENERAL JOSEPH 

GARBA, WHO WAS CHAIRMAN OF THE UNITED NATIONS DECOLONIZATION 

COMMITTEE (UNDC) FOR MANY YEARS SINCE 1979, AND ALSO WAS TWICE THE 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY (UNGA) DURING 

THAT PERIOD. APART FROM THESE TWO INDIVIDUALS, NIGERIA HAS NOT BEEN 
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ABLE TO EFFECTIVELY MOBILIZE SUPPORT FOR HER CANDIDATES WITHIN THE 

UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM.  

THEREFORE, TO THIS EXTENT, THEY DO NOT HAVE THAT FEELING OF 

COMMITMENT TO ADVANCING NIGERIA‘S NATIONAL INTERESTS AS, SAY, AN 

INDIAN OR A GERMAN OR RUSSIAN OR EVEN AN AMERICAN WILL DO. FOR 

EXAMPLE, GENERAL OBASANJO GOT TO THE HEADSHIP OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM (UNDP) ON HIS OWN ACCORD RATHER THAN 

NIGERIA‘S BACKING. HOWEVER, NIGERIA SUPPORTED HIS BID TO BECOME THE 

SECRETARY-GENERAL OF THE UN, HE LOST BECAUSE NIGERIA FAILED IN 

MOBILIZING SUPPORT FROM SISTER MEMBERS OF THE UN. 

FURTHER STILL, SINCE PROFESSOR GAMBARI LEFT AS UNDER SECRETARY FOR 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS IN 2013 AND WAS NOT REPLACED BY A NIGERIAN. 

THE REASON IS BECAUSE NIGERIANS WITHIN THE SYSTEM DO NOT FIGHT TO 

BRING IN OTHER NIGERIANS. TO THAT EXTENT, IT WILL BE RIGHT TO SAY THAT 

THE WAY IN WHICH WE ALLOWED OUR DOMESTIC POLITICS TO IMPACT ON THE 

QUALITY OF OUR DIPLOMATIC CORPS HAS HELPED IN SHORTCHANGING 

NIGERIA INTERNATIONALLY. 

5.6.5 EXTERNAL CONSTRAINTS – SOUTH AFRICA 

ACCORDING TO OMOJUWA (1995) THE APARTHEID REGIME OF SOUTH AFRICA  

EMBARKED ON CERTAIN ACTIONS TO UNSETTLE NIGERIA 

POLITICALLY, AND SECURITY-WISE. FOR EXAMPLE, IT GAVE 

MILITARY AND MATERIAL SUPPORT TO THE SECESSIONIST 

DURING THE CIVIL WAR AND ALLEGEDLY TRIED TO BUILD A 

SATELLITE TRACKING STATION AND MILITARY FACILITIES 

ON THE ISLAND OF EQUATORIAL GUINEA, FEW KILOMETERS 

AWAY FROM NIGERIA, IN 1988 (OMOJUWA, 1995). 
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OMOJUWA (1995) FURTHER STATED THAT THESE ACTIVITIES BY SOUTH AFRICA 

WERE CLEARLY THREATENING, AND MADE NIGERIA TO DECLARE AN ARMS 

RACE WITH THAT COUNTRY SHOULD IT CONTINUE ITS ARMS BUILD-UP. 

ALTHOUGH SOUTH AFRICA IS NO LONGER UNDER THE APARTHEID REGIME, ITS 

MANY ACTIONS IN DIPLOMATIC CIRCLES APPEAR TO BE ANTAGONISTIC TO 

NIGERIA. THE EMERGENCE OF THE CURRENT AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION 

(AUC) CHAIRPERSON, MADAM NKOSAZANNA DLAMINI-ZUMA, AGAINST THE DR 

JEAN PING, WHO NIGERIA HAD SUPPORTED CAN BE SEEN AS A DIRECT 

DIPLOMATIC ASSAULT ON NIGERIA (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR ARIYO, 

MAY 14, 2015). 

IN HIS INTERVIEW WITH THIS RESEARCHER, AMBASSADOR ADEGBOYEGA 

CHRISTOPHER ARIYO FURTHER VALIDATED THIS OPINION WHEN HE ARGUES 

THAT IT IS:  

THE CULTURE OF DIPLOMATIC RESTRAINT IN NIGERIA‘S 

FOREIGN POLICY THAT SOMETIMES MAKES SOUTH AFRICA 

TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF NIGERIA. NIGERIA MUST PURSUE 

HER STRATEGIC INTERESTS WITH VIGOR, ESPECIALLY IN 

CASES WHERE A CLASH WITH OTHER AFRICAN STATES IS AT 

STAKE. OTHERWISE, THIS WILL KEEP PRESENTING NIGERIA 

AS A LEADER WITHOUT FOLLOWERS IN AFRICA. THE SOUTH 

AFRICANS (SOUTH AFRICAN DIPLOMATS) KNOW THE 

NIGERIANS (NIGERIAN DIPLOMATS). IT IS NOT FOR NOTHING 

THAT THE CANDIDATE SUPPORTED BY NIGERIA WAS 

DEFEATED IN THE AU CHAIRMANSHIP ELECTIONS BUT FOR 

THE FACT THAT SOUTH AFRICA FIELDED A FEMALE 

CANDIDATE. NO MORE! AND EVEN AT THAT, I SOUGHT 

AUDIENCE WITH MR PRESIDENT (FORMER PRESIDENT 

JONATHAN) TO EXPLAIN TO HIM THAT NIGERIA CAN STILL 

ASSAULT MRS ZUMA‘S CANDIDATURE DIPLOMATICALLY BY 

MOBILIZING THE CONSERVATIVE AFRICANISTS, BUT THAT 

TIME WAS TOO LATE‖   (INTERVIEW WITH AMBASSADOR 

ARIYO, MAY 14, 2015).  
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THEREFORE, SOUTH AFRICA IS MAKING PROFILE BECAUSE IT TAKES 

ADVANTAGE OF NIGERIA‘S MODERATION IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. BUT THE 

DESIRE OF SOUTH AFRICA FOR A REGIONAL AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL ROLE 

IS WHAT HAS CONSTITUTED A THREAT FOR NIGERIA. ACCORDING TO EVANS 

(1991) SOUTH AFRICA WILL SEEK TO PLAY A ―PROMINENT ROLE‖ IN REGIONAL 

AND GLOBAL AFFAIRS AS AGAINST PURSUING AN ―ISOLATIONIST‖ POLICY. 

TODAY, SOUTH AFRICA CONSTITUTES A PART OF SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL 

FORUMS (IBSA, BRICS) WHICH ANALYSTS HAVE PROJECTED WILL TAKE OVER 

BOTH ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL POWER BY 2050. BUT OMOJUWA (1999), USING 

WORLD BANK DATA, INFERRED THAT NIGERIA, WITH HER ―WEAK, UNI-

COMMODITY (OIL) ECONOMY‖ MAY NOT BE ABLE TO FACE-UP TO THE 

CHALLENGES POISED TO IT BY SOUTH AFRICA, A COUNTRY ―WITH A STRONG 

MINERAL AND INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY‖.  

NIGERIA HAS SUBDUED SOUTH AFRICA AS THE BIGGEST ECONOMY IN AFRICA 

(CIA, 2015), ALTHOUGH IN PER CAPITA TERMS, SOUTH AFRICA IS STILL THE 

LEADING ECONOMY IN AFRICA. CULTURE AND ETHNICITY LINK THE NIGERIA 

AND SOUTH AFRICA WITH ALL OF THEIR NEIGHBORS. FURTHERMORE, NIGERIA 

AND SOUTH AFRICA ARE VERY IMPORTANT INVESTORS AND KEY TRADING 

PARTNERS FOR ALMOST ALL OF THE AFRICAN STATES ESPECIALLY WITH THE 

ECOWAS AND SADC. THE TWO COUNTRIES ARE MAJOR PROMOTERS OF VARIOUS 

CONTINENTAL AS WELL AS REGIONAL INITIATIVES. THEY ALSO HAVE GOOD 

BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH THE MOST IMPORTANT AFRICAN STATES. 
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LIKE NIGERIA, SERIOUS SOCIAL PREDICAMENTS CONFRONT SOUTH AFRICA. LIFE 

EXPECTANCY IS ON DESCENDING, SOCIO-ECONOMIC INEQUALITY HAS RISEN, 

ALLEGATIONS OF CORRUPTION ARE RIPE, EXTRA-JUDICIAL KILLINGS (POLICE 

BRUTAL KILLINGS OF PROTESTING MINE WORKERS), AND ALSO DRUG 

TRAFFICKING AND ITS ATTENDANT CONSEQUENCES ON THE POPULATION. 

IN RECENT YEARS, HOWEVER, NIGERIA HAS SEEN ITS ROLE 

AS REGIONAL POWER AND GLOBAL CHAMPION FOR AFRICA 

ECLIPSED BY THE RISE OF POST-APARTHEID SOUTH AFRICA. 

WITH A LARGER AND BETTER DIVERSIFIED ECONOMY, 

SOUTH AFRICA WOULD UNDERSTANDABLY HAVE 

ATTRACTED MORE ATTENTION FROM FOREIGN INVESTORS 

IN ANY CASE, BUT IT CERTAINLY DID NOT HELP THAT, 

DURING THE ECONOMIC BOOM OF THE 1990S THE 

CHARISMATIC NELSON MANDELA WAS PRESIDENT IN 

PRETORIA WHILE THE UNIVERSALLY DESPISED SANI 

ABACHA HELD COURT IN ABUJA. MORE RECENTLY THE 

SOUTH AFRICA-LED SOUTHERN AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT 

COMMUNITY (SADC) AND THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN 

CUSTOMS UNION (SACU) HAVE PROVEN TO BE MORE 

SUCCESSFUL ECONOMIC INTEGRATORS THAN THE 

NIGERIAN-LED ECOWAS. PUT BLUNTLY, MULTIRACIAL, 

DEMOCRATIC SOUTH AFRICA, WITH ITS STRONG 

INFRASTRUCTURE AND VIBRANT ECONOMY, APPEARS TO 

MANY TO ADVANCE A BETTER CLAIM TO THE MANTLE OF 

AFRICAN LEADERSHIP THAN CONFLICT-PLAGUED, 

CORRUPTION-RIDDEN NIGERIA (PHAM, 2007). 

NIGERIAN LEADERSHIP WILL REMAIN ESSENTIAL IF REGIONAL AND PAN-

AFRICAN INITIATIVES LIKE THE ECOWAS, THE NEPAD AND THE AU‘S PEACE AND 

SECURITY COUNCIL ARE TO SUCCEED. BUT, GIVEN THE REALITIES OF CURRENT 

BALANCES OF POWER, NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP MUST BE APPLIED IN A CONCERT 

WITH OTHER ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL REGIONAL POWERS ON THE 

CONTINENT, INCLUDING SOUTH AFRICA, ALGERIA AND ETHIOPIA. YARADUA 

DIPLOMACY HAS BEEN CONSISTENT IN PLOTTING AGAINST  OF THE TRIO OF 

THABO MBEKI OF SOUTH AFRICA, MELES ZENAWI OF ETHIOPIA AND YAR‘ADUA 
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TO CHECKMATE‖ (ADENIYI, 2011) THE ANTICS OF MUAMMAR GHADDAFI OF 

LIBYA, WHO CALLS FOR A CENTRAL AFRICAN GOVERNMENT. 

SOUTH AFRICA IS A MAJOR COMPETITOR WITH NIGERIA FOR RECOGNITION 

WITHIN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY AS REGARDS LEADERSHIP IN 

AFRICA, AND ALSO IN TERMS OF THE CAPABILITY TO ADVANCE HER INTERESTS 

VERSUS NIGERIA‘S.  

FINALLY, AMBASSADOR BULUS LOLO STATED THAT ―I KNOW THAT NIGERIA 

CAN LEAD AFRICA TO THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL. WE HAVE ALL 

IT TAKES.‖ BUT ACCORDING TO HIM, NIGERIANS MUST REMAIN FOCUSED AND 

SERIOUS, AND ALSO STAY PUT WITH THE GOALS WE SET OURSELVES. 
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CHAPTER SIX 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1 INTRODUCTION 

THIS IS THE LAST CHAPTER OF THIS RESEARCH. IT GOES OVER THE FINDINGS OF 

THE RESEARCH AND GIVES A CONCLUSION BASED ON THESE FINDINGS. AND 

FINALLY, IT PROVIDES RECOMMENDATIONS. 

6.2 SUMMARY OF THE RESEARCH FINDINGS 

RELEVANT MATERIALS REGARDING THIS TOPIC WERE CONSULTED AND 

ACCORDINGLY, SOME NIGERIAN DIPLOMATS WERE INTERVIEWED. AT THE 

BEGINNING OF THIS RESEARCH, WE ASSUMED THAT: I) NIGERIA FULFILLS THE 

CRITERIA FOR A MIDDLE POWER BY VIRTUE OF ITS ELEMENTS OF NATIONAL 

POWER AS WELL AS THE ROLE IT PLAYS IN WORLD AFFAIRS. BASED ON 

NIGERIA‘S POWER CONSTITUENTS, AT THE LEVEL OF AFRICA AND 

PARTICULARLY WEST AFRICA, NIGERIA CAN BE SAID TO BE A PIVOTAL STATE 

THAT IS REGIONALLY INFLUENTIAL. NIGERIA‘S ECONOMY IS THE LARGEST IN 

AFRICA AS WELL AS ITS MILITARY. ITS POPULATION IS ALSO THE LEADING. 

FURTHER, THE ROLE NIGERIA HAS BEEN PLAYING IN TACKLING CONFLICTS AND 

INSTABILITY IN WEST AFRICA, ESPECIALLY, AN AREA NIGERIA HAS CARVED 

ITSELF A POSITION, CAN BE POINTED TO AS REGIONAL POWER. 

II) SECONDLY, THE INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL CHALLENGES TO NIGERIA‘S 

NATIONAL POWER DIMINISH ITS MIDDLE POWER STATUS AND CREDIBILITY IN 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. THESE THREATS HAVE BEEN SEEN TO BE INTERNAL 

INSURGENCY WHERE THE NIGERIAN MILITARY IS UNABLE TO CONTAIN 
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SUCCESSFULLY; DESPITE BEING THE LARGEST ECONOMY IN AFRICA, LACK OF 

ENERGY FOR INDUSTRIES HAS STAGNATED THE ECONOMIC GROWTH RATE. 

CORRUPTION AND MISMANAGEMENT HAS ROBBED NIGERIA SEVERAL BILLIONS 

WHICH IF OTHERWISE INVESTED IN THE ECONOMY WILL HAVE GONE TO A 

GREAT EXTENT IN PROPELLING INDUSTRIALIZATION. THIS HAS ALSO 

PRESENTED THE COUNTRY IN BAD PICTURE TO THE INTERNATIONAL 

COMMUNITY. 

III) FINALLY WE ASSUMED THAT ONLY A RE-BUILDING OF NIGERIA‘S NATIONAL 

POWER WILL RESTORE ITS MIDDLE POWER STATUS AND CREDIBILITY IN 

INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. UNLESS NIGERIA ADOPTS A RATIONALIST FOREIGN 

POLICY DECISION MAKING STYLE, WHICH WILL LOOK AT THE BENEFIT EVERY 

FOREIGN POLICY DECISION BRINGS TO NIGERIA, THERE WILL ALWAYS BE 

CONTRADICTIONS IN NIGERIA‘S POSITION AS A MIDDLE POWER. FOR EXAMPLE, 

NIGERIA‘S PEACEKEEPING CREDENTIALS MUST BE USED TO PUSH FOR A 

PERMANENT SEAT AT THE UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL (UNSC). AT THE 

LEVEL OF AFRICA, NIGERIA MUST MAKE SURE THAT EVERY COUNTRY THAT 

RECEIVES ANY FORM OF AID FROM HER IS TIED TO SOME OBLIGATIONS.  

6.3 CONCLUSION  

FROM THE MATERIALS CONSULTED AND THE DATA COLLECTED DURING OUR 

FIELDWORK, IT IS THE OPINION OF THIS RESEARCHER TO MAINTAIN THAT 

NIGERIA IS STILL A MEDIUM POWER THAT IS PIVOTAL IN WORLD AS WELL AS 

AFRICAN CONTINENTAL AFFAIRS, ESPECIALLY THE WEST AFRICAN SUB REGION. 

THE VOICE OF NIGERIA SOUNDS HEAVY FOR OTHER AFRICAN NATIONS AT THE 



 140 

LEVEL OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS LIKE THE UNITED NATIONS, THE 

COMMONWEALTH AND OTHER FORUMS. THAT IS, NIGERIA IS STILL ABLE TO 

MOBILIZE AFRICAN NATIONS UNDER ONE UMBRELLA WHEN IT COMES TO 

ISSUES FACING AFRICA AND COMMAND RESPECT FROM FELLOW STATES. THIS IS 

NOT LIMITED TO AFRICAN COUNTRIES, BUT ALSO EXTENDS TO CARIBBEAN 

NATIONS.  

AT THE LEVEL OF AFRICAN CONTINENTAL POLITICS AND ECONOMY, NIGERIA 

CAN THUS BE SEEN AS A PIVOTAL STATE AS WELL AS REGIONAL STABILIZER IN 

WEST AFRICA. NIGERIA IS STILL VERY ACTIVE IN PURSUING AFRICAN PEACE, 

SECURITY, INTEGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT. IN THE AFRICAN UNION, 

NIGERIA‘S SUPPORT FOR VARIOUS INITIATIVES SUCH AS THE AFRICAN SHARED 

VALUES, THE AFRICAN STANDING FORCE, HUMAN RIGHTS, THE QUESTION OF 

YOUTH AND SO ON, SHOW IMPORTANT AREAS THAT NIGERIA LEADS. THOUGH 

MANY OBSERVERS HOLD THAT NIGERIA CANNOT ENTIRELY TAKE CREDIT FOR 

THIS STRIDES IN THE AFRICAN UNION, BUT IN CONCERT WITH THE ALGERIA, 

ETHIOPIA AND SOUTH AFRICA, NIGERIA‘S FOLLOWING IN THE ORGANIZATION 

SPEAK IN FAVOR OF NIGERIA. 

A COUNTRY CANNOT BE A MIDDLE POWER WITHOUT REGIONAL FOLLOWERSHIP, 

FOR THIS IS THE POINTER THAT THAT COUNTRY IS A REGIONAL LEADER. IN 

AFRICA DURING THE PERIOD UNDER STUDY, NIGERIA HAS SHOWN TO BE A 

REGIONAL LEADER IN AFRICAN CONTINENTAL AFFAIRS AND OF MOBILIZING 

MOST AFRICAN NATIONS UNDER ONE UMBRELLA. ONE CASE IN POINT IS 

NIGERIA/AFRICA BID FOR UN SECURITY COUNCIL PERMANENT MEMBERSHIP 
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FOR AFRICA. WHILE NIGERIA HAS BEEN ABLE TO PUT 46 AFRICAN NATIONS 

UNDER THE EZULWINI CONSENSUS FOR A SINGLE AFRICAN CANDIDATE FOR 

THAT SEAT, COUNTRIES LIKE SOUTH AFRICA, KENYA AND EVEN SENEGAL ARE 

CAMPAIGNING FOR A DIFFERENT ARRANGEMENT. FOR EXAMPLE SOUTH AFRICA 

ENTERED INTO A ALLIANCE WITH THE G4 (INDIA, BRAZIL, GERMANY, JAPAN) 

NATIONS AND THUS CHANGED ITS NAME TO G4+1. OTHER AFRICAN NATIONS 

ARE SKEPTICAL ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA AND THEY HAVE STAYED WITHIN THE 

EZULWINI CONSENSUS WHICH IS MOBILIZED BY NIGERIA AND SUPPORTED BY 

AFRICAN UNION. KENYA AND SENEGAL ARE AGAINST THE EZULWINI 

CONSENSUS WHICH NIGERIA SUPPORTED BECAUSE THEY WANT A PERMANENT 

SEAT WITH VETO POWER. NIGERIA WAS ABLE TO MOBILIZE THE MOST OF THE 

NATIONS TO ACCEPT THE PERMANENT SEAT FIRST AND VETO POWER COMES 

NEXT. NIGERIA IS MOST LIKELY GOING TO GET THE PERMANENT MEMBERSHIP 

OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL AND THIS IS A TESTIMONY THAT HER 

LEADERSHIP OF THE CONTINENTAL IS STRONG. 

COMING TO WEST AFRICA AND ECOWAS, NIGERIA IS ALL OVER THE GROUND 

LIKE OCEAN WAVES. IF NOT FOR NIGERIA‘S DIPLOMATIC DECORUM, IT WILL 

DIPLOMATICALLY STRANGLE THE REMAINING ECOWAS NATIONS IN 

APPOINTMENTS AND RECRUITMENT WITHIN THE SUB REGIONAL BODY. NIGERIA 

STILL PAYS MORE THAN HALF OF THE ECOWAS BUDGET. IT IS A SENIOR 

PARTNER IN MOST ECOWAS INFRASTRUCTURAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL 

PROJECTS. ON A BILATERAL BASIS, NIGERIA STILL GIVES FINANCIAL GRANTS TO 

THE GOVERNMENTS OF CHAD, NIGER, BENIN, GAMBIA, LIBERIA AND SIERRA 
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LEONE. YET, NIGERIA DOES NOT BULLY THESE NATIONS ON BILATERAL AS 

WELL AS UNDER INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS. THIS MAKES THIS RESEARCHER 

TO CONCLUDE THAT IF GENERAL GOWON WAS REFERRED TO AS A BENEVOLENT 

DICTATOR, NIGERIA IS A BENEVOLENT POWER IN AFRICA. 

THOUGH NIGERIA HAS SCALED BACK IN CERTAIN AREAS AND ISSUES DUE TO 

DOMESTIC POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC CRISIS, THIS WAS IN ORDER FOR HER TO 

PUT THE DOMESTIC FRONT IN ORDER. THE ENTIRE ECOWAS NATIONS STILL 

LOOK UP TO NIGERIA FOR LEADERSHIP OF THE SECURITY, POLITICAL AND 

ECONOMIC AGENDAS OF THE SUB REGION.THEREFORE, NIGERIA MUST 

ESTABLISH CLEARLY AREAS FOR ITS GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT – FROM PEACE AND 

SECURITY, AND FIGHT OF INTERNAL INSURGENCY AND TRANSNATIONAL 

TERRORISM, TO POVERTY ERADICATION AND FOOD SECURITY IN WEST AFRICA, 

THE AFRICAN CONTINENT AND THE WORLD AT LARGE. AND PART OF THIS IS 

THE CURRENT SERIES OF MEETINGS NIGERIA AND HER NEIGHBORS ARE HAVING 

THAT WILL LEAD TO ORGANIZING A MULTINATIONAL JOINT TASK FORCE IN 

ORDER TO RESPOND THE BOKO HARAM PROBLEM IN THE LAKE CHAD REGION. 

AS A SENIOR MEMBER OF THE LAKE CHAD BASIN COMMISSION (LCBC), NIGERIA 

HAS NEVER USED HER ECONOMIC AND MILITARY STRENGTH TO FORCE HER 

AGENDA THROUGH THE ORGANIZATION. HOWEVER, SOUTH AFRICA‘S 

ESCAPADES IN THE SOUTHERN AFRICA DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY (SADC) ARE 

WHAT MAKE OTHER STATES SKEPTICAL OF HER LEADERSHIP OF AFRICA. 

TAKING ECOWAS SUCCESS IN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGION AND 

ALSO ITS ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE REGION‘S SECURITY, ONE CANNOT BUT HAIL 
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NIGERIA FOR HER GOOD LEADERSHIP. ECOWAS SECURITY INITIATIVE CAME AS 

A RESULT OF NIGERIAN LEADERS‘ INITIATIVE TO TAKE THE REGION‘S SECURITY 

IN THEIR HANDS AND STOP FOREIGN INTERVENTION IN WEST AFRICA. DESPITE 

ALL THE CRITICISMS LEVELED AGAINST IT, ECOWAS MONITORING GROUP 

OPERATIONS IN SIERRA LEONE AND LIBERIA ARE THE FIRST OF THEIR KINDS BY 

AN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY THE WORLD OVER AND THE BEST SO FAR. THE 

ECOMOG INTERVENED IN THESE TWO COUNTRIES THAT THE REST OF THE 

WORLD THOUGHT TO LEAVE LIKE THEY HAVE DONE TO RWANDA. BUT NIGERIA 

TO THE CHARGE, DESPITE MANY DIPLOMATIC SALVOS BY IVORY COAST, MALI, 

BURKINA FASO AND SENEGAL. NIGERIA MOBILIZED THE RESOURCES AND 

ECOMOG WENT IN TO STABILIZE THE SITUATION. 

THIS SHOWS, INSTRUCTIVELY, NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP IN AFRICA AND THE FACT 

THAT OTHER AFRICAN LEADERS FOLLOW NIGERIA‘S LEADERSHIP IS ENOUGH TO 

MAKE NIGERIA A MIDDLE POWER AND A REGIONAL LEADER. WITH THESE 

STATEMENTS BY IMPORTANT AFRICAN LEADERS, NIGERIA IS VERY IMPORTANT 

NATION IN AFRICAN PEACE, SECURITY, INTEGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT. THIS 

DEMONSTRATES THAT, FOR NIGERIA TO BE SO REGARDED, IT MUST HAVE BEEN 

CONSCIOUS OF THE UNIQUE AFRICAN SITUATION.  

FOR NIGERIA TO KEEP HER MIDDLE POWER ROLE IN AFRICA INTACT, IT MUST BE 

BETTER ORGANIZED AND MORE COMPETITIVE THAN THE REST OF THE REGION. 

TO DO THIS, NIGERIA MUST HAVE A UNITED AND DETERMINED GROUP OF 

LEADERS, BACKED BY HARDWORKING PEOPLE WHO TRUSTED THEM. THIS IS A 

QUESTION OF OUR NATIONAL MORALE. NIGERIAN LEADERS MUST DEVICE NEW 
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WAYS TO ENGAGE NIGERIANS IN MORE POSITIVE WAYS THAT WILL BOOST 

THEIR MORALE. 

THE FUTURE IS AS FULL OF PROMISE AS IS ALSO FRAUGHT WITH UNCERTAINTY. 

THE COMING APRIL 2015 GENERAL ELECTIONS WILL BE VERY DECISIVE FACTOR 

IN PUTTING NIGERIA‘S MIDDLE POWER ROLE ON A SOUND TRACK OR 

OTHERWISE. THIS WILL BE A FACTOR OF GOOD GOVERNANCE, INTERNAL 

SECURITY, INDUSTRIAL CONSOLIDATION AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF A 

KNOWLEDGE ECONOMY. THAT NIGERIA HAS CHALLENGES IN THESE AREAS IN 

THE LAST TWO DECADES DOES NOT MEAN SHE WILL REMAIN SO IN THE FUTURE. 

IN FACT, NIGERIA STANDS A BETTER CHANCE OF NOT FAILING IF SUCCESSIVE 

GOVERNMENTS AND NIGERIANS ABIDE BY THE BASIC PRINCIPLES THAT HELPED 

PROJECT NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM POWER ROLE WHICH IS PRINCIPLED LEADERSHIP, 

VIBRANT ECONOMY AND CONCERN FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS.  

IN ADDITION, SOCIAL COHESION THROUGH SHARING OF NATIONAL 

ADVANTAGES, EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL NIGERIANS, AND 

MERITOCRACY, WITH THE BEST MAN OR WOMAN FOR THE JOB, ESPECIALLY AS 

LEADERS IN GOVERNMENT. 

6.4 RECOMMENDATIONS  

IN LINE WITH NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM POWER ROLE THAT IS UNIQUE IN PEACE AND 

SECURITY SUPPORT OPERATIONS, SIZE OF HER ECONOMY AND MILITARY 

CAPACITY, THIS RESEARCH RECOMMENDS THAT NIGERIA MUST REORGANIZE 

AND REFOCUS HER FOREIGN POLICY IN ORDER TO SERVE HER INTERESTS. THIS 

WILL ESTABLISH FOR NIGERIA A PRAGMATIST FOREIGN POLICY THAT WILL 
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AFFIRM THE SHARED BELIEFS CONCERNING HER STATUS IN AFRICA, 

ESPECIALLY WEST AFRICA. AS A LEADING ECONOMY ON THE CONTINENT, 

NIGERIA HAS TO LIVE UP TO EXPECTATION BY CONSISTENTLY PURSUING HER 

FOREIGN POLICY THRUST WITHIN THE FOUR ‗CONCENTRIC CIRCLES‘ OF HER 

IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD, WEST AFRICAN SUB REGION, AFRICA AND THE 

WORLD. A FIFTH CIRCLE, THE DOMESTIC OR BASE, IS REQUIRED IN ORDER FOR 

THE FOUR CIRCLES TO WORK PROPERLY.  

i. NIGERIA MUST RECONCILE ITS DOMESTIC REALITIES WITH HER 

ASPIRATIONS INTERNATIONALLY.  MOST IMPORTANT FOR NIGERIA IS 

TO SQUEEZE-OUT THE THREAT OF BOKO HARAM AND OTHER 

NATIONAL SECURITY INTIMIDATIONS. A STICK, CARROT AND CHEQUE 

DIPLOMACY MUST BE EMPLOYED IN DOING THIS. THIS WILL CREATE 

FREE ATMOSPHERE FOR BUSINESS AND OPEN THE FLOODGATES OF 

FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENTS (FDIS) INTO THE COUNTRY. FDIS WILL 

PROPEL NIGERIA‘S INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ALSO PROVIDE 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE TEAMING NIGERIAN YOUTHS. 

NIGERIA MUST PUSH FOR THE INDUSTRIALIZATION OF HER ECONOMY, 

PARTICULARLY, IMPORT SUBSTITUTION INDUSTRIES. THE NIGERIAN 

DEFENSE INDUSTRY MUST BE OVERHAULED SO AS TO MAXIMIZE ITS 

CAPABILITY TO MANUFACTURE WEAPONS. THEREFORE, NIGERIA MUST 

NOW, MORE THAN EVER, APPRECIATE THE LINKAGE BETWEEN THE 

DOMESTIC INTERESTS - THE ECONOMIC AND DEFENSE NEEDS – AND 

OUR OBJECTIVES INTERNATIONALLY. WITH THESE, THE 
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INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY WILL START TO TAKE US SERIOUSLY. 

THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MUST BE MADE A MEMBER OF THE 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL. THIS MEMBERSHIP IS NOT FOR THE 

MINISTER TO WARM HIS SEAT, BUT TO ADVOCATE SUCH INTELLIGENT 

POLICIES THAT HAVE LINKAGES WITH EVERY ASPECT OF THE 

NATIONAL LIFE OF NIGERIA. THE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS MUST 

BECOME INVOLVED IN DETERMINING THE OBJECTIVES OF NIGERIA‘S 

DEFENSE POLICY – DEFEATING INTERNAL INSURGENCY, HAVING 

SECURED BORDERS AND SO ON. A GOOD AIRCRAFT MUST BE PUT AT 

THE DISPOSAL OF THE MINISTER SO HE WILL NOT HAVE TO GO 

BORROWING OR CHARTERING AIRCRAFT FOR INTERNATIONAL 

TRAVELS. 

ii. NIGERIA MUST CONDUCT A MASSIVE MILITARY RECRUITMENT SO AS 

TO HAVE A LARGE ARMED FORCES OF AROUND 500, 000 CAPACITY, 

WITHOUT SACRIFICING EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING. ONE FIFTH OF 

THESE SHOULD BE RESERVISTS. TRAININGS AND WORKSHOPS, AND 

SIMULATION EXERCISES MUST BE REGULAR AND QUALITATIVE. THIS 

IS BECAUSE, A LARGE TROOP BODY, HIGHLY TRAINED, HIGHLY 

EQUIPPED AND HIGHLY MOBILE, IS NEEDED TO DEAL WITH INTERNAL 

INSURGENCY AND TO CONFRONT AND TACKLE EXTERNAL THREATS.  

iii. THE NIGERIAN FOREIGN SERVICE MUST BE REVAMPED BY FUNDING ITS 

TRAINING CENTER, THE FOREIGN SERVICE ACADEMY. INSTRUCTORS 

AT THIS ACADEMY MUST COME FROM A WIDE BACKGROUND 
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COVERING THE MILITARY, ACADEMICS, JOURNALISTS, ECONOMISTS, 

SCIENTISTS AND EVEN ARTISTS. THE FACT THAT MOST OF ITS 

INSTRUCTORS ARE CAREER DIPLOMATS MAKES OUTPUT NARROW AND 

OUTCOME SLIM. FURTHER STILL, AMBASSADORIAL NOMINATIONS 

MUST BE STRICTLY ON MERIT EVEN WHERE POLITICAL EXIGENCIES 

ARE CONSIDERED. THE SENATE SCREENING MUST BE MADE TO BE 

RIGOROUS AND TRANSPARENT SO THAT ONLY THE BEST WILL SCALE 

THROUGH.  

iv. THE NIGERIA INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS MUST INCREASE 

THE PULSE OF NIGERIA‘S IMAGE AND EXPAND ITS PROGRAMS AND 

ACTIVITIES – CONFERENCES, LECTURES, WORKSHOPS, PUBLICATIONS – 

ESPECIALLY IMAGE-MAKING FOR NIGERIA. IN DOING THIS, IT CAN 

ESTABLISH GRANT PROGRAM FOR RESEARCH ON NIGERIA‘S ROLE IN 

REGIONAL AS WELL AS INTERNATIONAL POLITICS. WE SUGGEST THAT 

SUCH PROGRAMS SHOULD BE CONDUCTED AT LEAST FIVE TIMES A 

YEAR.  

v. THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND THE FEDERAL MINISTRY OF 

INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS MUST URGENTLY MOUNT 

IMAGE AND REPUTATION MANAGEMENT CAMPAIGNS IN THE 

INTERNATIONAL MEDIA AND PROJECT THE GOOD WORKS, 

ACHIEVEMENTS AND HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS NIGERIA HAS BEEN 

GIVING TO INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY. THE NATIONAL 

REBRANDING CAMPAIGN OF PROFESSOR DORA AKUNYILI SHOULD BE 
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REVISITED. THIS IS IN ORDER TO CHANGE THE PERCEPTION ABROAD 

THAT ‗ANYTHING NIGERIAN IS SYNONYMOUS WITH BAD‘. THE 

NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS AND THE NATIONAL 

ORIENTATION AGENCY SHOULD DEVELOP ATTITUDINAL RE-

ORIENTATION PROGRAMS FOR ESPECIALLY THE NIGERIAN PUBLIC AND 

FOR THOSE IN THE DIASPORA.  

vi. WITH THE FORGOING DONE, NIGERIA MUST PUT A LOT MORE OF 

RESOURCES AND ENERGY TO ITS BID FOR A PERMANENT SEAT AT THE 

SECURITY COUNCIL OF THE UNITED NATIONS. THIS SHOULD BE 

NIGERIA‘S PRIORITY WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM. 

ALTHOUGH IT IS MORE DIFFICULT NOW THAN IN THE 1980S OR 1990S, IT 

IS STILL NOT LATE FOR NIGERIA TO GRAB THAT SEAT BY RENEWING 

ITS CREDENTIALS AT THE UN PEACE OPERATIONS AND CARRYING THE 

INTERESTS OF AFRICA TO THE UN. GETTING THIS POSITION WILL 

AUTOMATICALLY UPGRADE NIGERIA‘S CLASS IN AFRICA, WHICH IS 

THE NATURAL THEATER OF HER INFLUENCE, AND THE WORLD AT 

LARGE. THOUGH A FAIRLY WELL HELD AREA, THE REGIONAL STATUS 

IN THE AU AND THE ECOWAS MUST ALSO BE PROTECTED WITH 

RATIONAL OBSESSION. 
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INTERVIEW QUESTIONS 
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1. NIGERIA HAS BEEN REFERRED TO AS ―A MIDDLE RANKING NATION‖ THAT 

PERFORMS STABILIZING ROLE IN GLOBAL AFFAIRS SINCE THE 1970S. HOW 

TRUE IS THIS STATEMENT? 

2. GIVEN NIGERIA‘S NATIONAL POWER CONSTITUENTS (THE SIZE OF HER 

ECONOMY AND MILITARY), DO YOU THINK WE CAN CALL NIGERIA A 

MILITARY POWER IN AFRICA? 

3. AS A MEDIUM POWER, NIGERIA HAS BEEN FACED WITH SEVERAL 

CHALLENGES. WHAT CAN YOU ASCRIBE AS THE CAUSE OF THESE 

CONSTRAINTS? 

4. SINCE THE 1970S, NIGERIA‘S MEDIUM POWER ROLE HAS BEEN A TOPIC IN 

PEACE KEEPING, DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE AND COOPERATION 

BUILDING.  ACCORDING TO SOME, THESE CREDENTIALS HAVE NOT 

YIELDED THE DESIRED OUTCOME FOR THE COUNTRY, WHICH IS 

―RESPECT‖. NOW, AS A STAKEHOLDER IN NIGERIA‘S FOREIGN POLICY 

DECISION MAKING, WHAT, IN YOUR OPINION, DO YOU THINK SHOULD 

FORM AN AGENDA FOR A NEW FOREIGN POLICY THAT WILL MAKE BEST 

USE OF NIGERIA‘S REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL STATURE IN THE 

MODERN WORLD SYSTEM UNDER THE CURRENT PRESIDENTIAL 

DEMOCRACY? 
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APPENDIX II 

LIST OF PERSONALITIES INTERVIEWED, PLACE OF INTERVIEW AND DATES 

PERSONALITY    STATUS    

 PLACE AND DATE 

1. AMBASSADOR BULUS LOLO  NIGERIA‘S AMBASSADOR TO  

 ADDIS ABABA 

    ETHIOPIA, AFRICAN UNION,   AUGUST 22, 

2013. 

    UNECA AND THE STATE OF DJIBOUTI 

 

2. AMBASSADOR ADO SANUSI  FORMER NIGERIA‘S AMBASSADOR TO

 MAITAMA, ABUJA 

     SAUDI ARABIA, MALAYSIA AND IRAN

 DECEMBER 6, 2014 

 

3. AMB. CHRISTOPHER ARIYO  FORMER NIGERIA‘S HIGH  

 IKOYI, LAGOS  

COMMISSIONER TO NAMIBIA  SEPTEMBER 

4, 2015 

 

4. AMB. SALAMATU SULEIMAN   ECOWAS COMMISSIONER FOR  

 ECOWAS ANNEX 
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     POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND FORMER   POL. 

AFFAIRS DEPT 

MINISTER OF STATE FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

 ASOKORO, ABUJA 

     JANUARY 14, 2015 

 

5. PROFESSOR BOLAJI AKINYEMI   FORMER MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL 

 IKEJA, LAGOS        AFFAIRS, D.G. 

NIGERIA INSTITUTE  MARCH 22, 2015 

     OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, PROFESSOR  2
ND

 

INTERVIEW        OF POLITICAL SCIENCE  

 (ON PHONE) JANUARY          

  30, 2015. 

6. AMBASSADOR LARABA ABDULLAHI AFRICAN UNION COMMISSIONER 

 16
TH

 FLOOR, AU 

     FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS AND FORMER 

 COMMISSION, ADDIS   

     AUC, ADDIS ABABA. NIGERIA‘S  ABABA, 

ETHIOPIA, 

     AMBASSADOR TO GUINEA CONAKRY AUGUST 19, 

2013. 
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7. AMB. BUNU SHERIFF MUSA   FORMER NIGERIA‘S AMBASSADOR TO 

 MAITAMA, ABUJA 

FRANCE AND FORMER MINISTER OF  DECEMBER 

14, 2014 

STEEL DEVELOPMENT AND INTERNAL AFFAIRS. 

8. AMB. SHUAIBU OTHMAN YOLA FORMER NIGERIA‘S HIGH   

 KANO   

COMMISSIONER TO UK,    DECEMBER 

15,  

TANZANIA, AND FORMER    

 2015. 

UNDER-SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE  

UNITED NATIONS FOR ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

COUNCIL. 
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LIST OF ACRONYMS 

1. AFRICAN UNION      AU 

2. ASSOCIATION OF SOUTH EAST ASIAN NATIONS   ASEAN 

3. BRAZIL, RUSSIA, INDIA, CHINA AND SOUTH AFRICA  BRICS  

   

4. CONCERT OF MEDIUM POWERS    CMP 

5. DEVELOPING-8      D-8  

6. ECONOMIC COMMUNITY OF WEST AFRICAN STATES  ECOWAS 

7. ECOWAS MONITORING GROUP    ECOMOG 

8. EUROPEAN UNION      EU 

9. GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT     GDP 

10. GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT     GNP 

11. GROUP OF 4       G4 

12. GROUP OF 4+1      G4+1 

13. GROUP OF 77      G-77 

14. INDIA, BRAZIL AND SOUTH AFRICA    IBSA 

15. LAGOS FORUM      LF 

16. LAKE CHAD BASIN COMMISSION    LCBC 

17. NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT     NAM 

18. ORGANIZATION OF PETROLEUM EXPORTING COUNTRIES  OPEC 

19. PURCHASING POWER PARITY     PPP 

20. SOUTHERN AFRICA DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY  SADC 

21. TECHNICAL AIDS CORPS     TAC 
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22. UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT

 UNCTAD 

23. UNITED NATIONS      UN 


