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ARABICIZATION, BORROWING AND SEMANTIC SHIFT: A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY
OF SELECTED WORDS FROM "MU'UJAMUL-LUGHAH AL-ARABIYYAH
MU'AASIRAH"

ABSTRACT

This research studies and examines the Arabicization, borrowing and semantic shift of selected
words from one of the most recent Arabic dictionaries i.e. "Mu'ujamul-Lughah Al-arabiyyah Al-
mu'aasirah" compiled by Professor Ahmad Mukhtar Umar and his crew. The research was purely
motivated by the researcher's incessant inclination towards lexicography in general and the
aforementioned words in particular with a view to study them using descriptive method. In doing
so, the research also tries to enumerate the amount of these three groups of words in the volume
one of the dictionary and also traces their origins. The research also intends to discover the
viewpoint of modern Arabic lexicographers on these words, since the dictionary is a co-compiled
one by some of the modern Arabic lexicographers. The research also exposes encyclopedic
nature of the dictionary. Thus the research can serve as a presenter of the dictionary to many
students of knowledge here in Nigeria. The research finds out that these three groups of words
are in large quantity which is enough to make a pocket dictionary on their own. The research also
finds out that, the dictionary treats these words in the same manner, as it treats original Arabic
words without pointing out their original languages which Arabic language borrowed from.
Rather the dictionary treats them, as though they were originally possessed by modern Arabic
language. So there is no need whatsoever to describe them as Arabicization, borrowing and
semantic shift, as it is the norm in other Arabic dictionaries. The research also finds out that, the
majority of these words were borrowed from European languages such as English, French,
German, Italian, Latin etc, either directly or indirectly. Arabic rarely borrows from the non-
European languages. The research also discovers that there are relationships and differences
between these three groups of words. It also discovers the new viewpoint of some modern Arabic
lexicographers towards these three groups of words.

MUHAMMAD MUZAMMIL YUSUF
SPS/15/MAR/00008
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