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Abstract

Poor academic performance in Numeracy has been linked to so many factors such as
teachers’ characteristics, learners’ characteristics, poor study habits, dyscalculia among
others. Therefore, This study examined teachers’ and learners’ characteristics as predictor
of pupils’ Numeracy Achievement in Ilorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State,
Nigeria. The study employed descripftive survey research design. The population comprised
of all the primary school numeracy teachers’ and pupils’in Ilorin West Local Government.
The study sample size was 590 pupils, 32 schools and 32 teachers using proportional
sampling techniques. The instruments for data collection were ftitled ‘Teachers
characteristics Questionnaire (TCQ), pupils’ characteristics Questionnaire (PCQ)’
Teachers’ knowledge of the subject matter test (TKST) and Numeracy Achievement Test.
The reliability coefficient of the instruments are: 0.79, 0.78, 0.71 and 0.72 respectively.
Seven research hypotheses were tested in this study. ANOVA, Independent samples t-test
and PPMC were used to test the hypotheses at 0.05 level of significance.The findings of
the study revealed that there is no significant difference in the academic achievement of
primary school pupils in numeracy based on teachers’ gender (t = -1.430; df = 30;
P>0.05), there is no significant difference in the academic achievement of pupils based on
teacher qualification (F;28 = 1.27; P> 0.05), there is no significant difference in the
academic achievement of pupils based on teachers’ year of teaching experience (F229 =
0.341; P> 0.05), there is a significant relationship between pupils academic achievement
and teachers’ knowledge of subject matter (F(1,30) =0.17:p<<0.05) there is no significant
difference in the academic achievement of pupils based on learners’ gender (t = 1.688; df
=3588; P> 0.092), there is no significant difference in the academic achievement of pupils
based on parental Educational qualification (Fisssy = 0.37; P> 0.05), there is no
significant difference in the academic achievement of pupils based on pupils family size
(Fros87) = 0.438; P> 0.05).Based on the findings of this study, it was concluded that
teachers and parents plays an important role in the academic performance of pupils’ in
numeracy in llorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State; therefore the school and
home environment should be made conducive for teachers and learners to enhance
teachers’ efficiency and effectiveness and to help improve pupils’ numeracy achievement
in llorin West Local Government Area of Kwara State. The following recommendations
were made: Teachers’ should be encouraged to attend seminars, training and workshops
so as to improve their efficiency and effectiveness in the discharge of their duties, Teachers’
should be encouraged to upgrade their teaching qualification to enhance better
performance,
Parents should be involved in the academic activities of their children at home by helping
in home work or assignment, regardless of the number of children at home to complement
the teachers’ efforts in school.
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