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ABSTRACT 

The aim of this study is to examine the community participation as an 
effective . ·tool fQr ryral development in Hong Local Govt. Area of 
Adamawa State. 
Chapter One lighted on the extend to · which g9vt. has given 

communities the free hand to· operate development projects in their · 

\ respective areas and the extend ·to which co,mmun,ities benefited 

\ from the projects embarked upon. 
' : . Chapter two covers the review of. related literature by various 

experts. 
Chapter t_hree dealt with the research methodology which comprised 
of the ·sources ·of data, the method of data collection, sample and 
sampling technique and the validation of the instrument used. · 
Chapter four is the data . presentation and analysis based on the 
research questions and hypot_hesis of the study. 
While chapter five comprised of the summary, conclusion . and 
recommendations which, if properly implemented may assist rural 
dwellers to participate actively ir:i the rural development programmes · 
in their various communities. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

1.() BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 

Ever{ government whether military- or democratic/civilian 

is meant to improve tlie li�ing condition and. standard of its 

citizenry. However, n� matter how economically. viable a 

. government it may be; it would be unable to provide all the 

needs and yearning of its citizens . . This in capacitating might be 

due to increase in population . or decrease in the internally 

generated revenues, metaphysical calamities etc. therefore, the 

task of nation building have now took a new dimension, it is no 

longer the responsibility of the government alone, but also of 

the people, thus,· the campaign for community participation in 

the· development of the nation. It is in this regard that people 

are requested and encouraged to embark on self help projects 

for the betterment of their lives. This scheme is a chance for 

individuals in community to exploit their initiative and talent for 

self actualization. 

In view of the �bove, the·research tries to· investigate and 

fin� out the level of participation of various communities in the 



rural development projects in Hong L0cal Government of 

Adamawa State. 

1:1 STATEMENT OF PROBLEMS 

Despite the . efforts of Government of the two tiers of 

government . to enhance development to the grass.roots, it 

became imperative today that respective communities be 

enc.ouraged to participate in the Government driven agenda for 

development. · This is ·not unconnected with the competing 

demands from all angles, . and the Government resources are 

too meager to go round. In view of the. above, how far have 

community participation .assisted in rural development. How far 

have these achieved · in transforming rural econ6my and 

improving the qualitY of life of rural dwellers are the major . 

questions to be answered by this research.' 

1.2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 

The .aim of the study· is to ·asses the level of which 

communities in Hong Local Government Area have participated 

in the community development. programmes. The. specific 

objectives of the stuqy .!ncludes:-
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a. To examine the e'xten·t to which Government has given 

communities the . free hand to operate· development 

projects in their respective a.reas. 

b. To examine government assistance in the various projects 

· ··going. on in different communities i
.
n the local government. 

c. To examine the extend to which communities benefit from 

these projects emb.arked upon them. 

1.3 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

The findings of this study· may alert both the Government 

and communities on t'ie [ieeds for community participation at 

the. grassroots level. 

This study will assist the rural communities to appreciate 

the role of government in terms of improving their living 

condition. It will also serve as a guide for further researchers 

who intend to conduct a similar research work in future. 

· 1.4 SCOPE OF THE STUDY 

This ·study is limited to community participation as an 

effective tool for rural development in Hong Local Governm�nt 

Area of Adamawa State, for a period of five (5) years (2002-



I'. 

2007). Tl'le spatial coverage of this study is the entire Local 

Government Area. 

1.5 DEFINITION OF CONCEPT: COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

According to Batten · (1937) views community 

developme·nt "to include any action taken by any agency, 

primarily designed to benefit the community". 

Kaltho (1985) sees , community participation . as the 

involvement of the community in development activities. In 

developing countries, this would also include the involvement of 

planners and development activities of the impoverished 

communities who are in· the struggle for survival. H e  sees 

community participation also as requiring and involving a two 

way relationship betwee.n and within the parties in development 

process. 

·4 



CHAPTER TWO 

2.0 .CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK AND REVIEW OF RE
.
LATED 

LITERATURE. 

2.1 LITERATURE REVIEW 

As the Government" cannot undertake all developrnent 

projects t� all communities within this· country. Community 

participati�n in development scheme and programmes become 

not only desirable but necessary. 

For the fact that· mempers of a community know what 

they .. need more than any other, consultations with · the 

community is necessary. 

Abasiekong (1980) was of the opinion that, community 

participation in commu_nity development may not only mean 

giving money or labour for undertaking a projeCt. It means 

more than that. He· said,. may mean partaking in decision- . 

making, planning rural
_ 
development projects, and also t'!king 

part in evaluation of the projects. It is also absolutely 

impossible to involve. all the community members in community 

development projects. This may be · because of natural 
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indi�idual differences. �ame are more skillful in planning/ others 

are executors while others are good in evaluation. As suchr for 

community deveiopment to be successful, there must be · 

division of labour1 if ev�ry community member is to contri.bute 

his own quota towards the development of his community. 

· Community development i.s misunderstood or rather tied down 

onl. Y to provision of infrastructure like roads. It should be clear 

that, provision of infrastructures a.nd other social amenities are 

not meant to develop or achieve its own goal, but touching all 

sph.eres of life, be it educational, economic, political, moral .or 

spiritual. 

Kaigama ( 1989) is of the view that development is such 

more than ·provision of roads, electricity, water, communication 

and he<)lth facilities. To him; to achieve a total development of 

any development programme must include the exploitation and 

proper utilization of a·ll ttie available recourses for better or vast · 

improvement. 

It is only when this is included into community 

development plans, that· we may· achieve self reliance by 

6 
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innovations and production methods. To many scholars, a new 

thinking has to be solved, since �hese development pe?ple cry 

for is meant to improve t�e quality of their 1.ives, the 

programmes should indude various and rapid quantitative and 

qualitative analysis and evaluation at both indiviqual · and 

collective levels and not for self aggrandizement. This may be 

achieved according to Koinyan (1989) through formation of. 

elite associations and societies for proper development, this 

research was in line with particularly Abeiekong and . Koingan 

(1989) it has become a_ gen.era! believe that there is need to go . 

beyond the provision . of social ameniti�s, if. the goals of 

integrated rural development is to be achieved. 

2;2 GROWTH. AND DEVELOPMENT OF COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT IN HONG LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA. 

One. of the enduring and heritage of traditional societies 

in Hong Local Government is their involvement in community 

development. Traditi()nal . societies have developed -and 

employed such to identify their felt needs, chosen what _they 

want and take co-operative action to satisfy their need. Many 

rural communities in this.· part of the state (and Hong Local 
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Government in partjcular)· have learnt to pool their research 

together to provide both functional and physical facilities for 

themselves. It is in this way that the people of the local 

government invo.lve themselves in construction of. bridges, 

culverts, dispensaries, . well, . mosques, churches as well .as 

educational institutions: Jibrilla (2007). 

The growth of com.munity development in Hong Local 

Government could be traced as far back .as during the colonial:. 

ruled. It' was at that . material time that community 

development, was recognized as an arm of government. It was 

housed by the Ministry· of Education and Community · 

Development. At that �ime, two community development staff 

were posted to Adamawa province to take charge of 

community development · activities · in the province and to 

enlighten the people on the importance of self help efforts. At . . . . . 
that time, there was only one staff employed by then Adamawa . . . 

Native Authority· for community Development programme, 

traditionally called (SARKIN AYYUKA) (District office file 

No . . . . . .  1973). 

8 



. 2.3 ADMINIStRATIVE SETUP OF COMMUNITY 

DEVELOPMENT IN.HON
.
G LOCAL .GOVERNMENT AREA 

· · · Community development is a section which is directly 

under the administrative department. The section is headed by 

the community development officer or supervisor. He is . 

responsible to the Administrative Secre.tary or Directo.r ·of 

Personnel Management and Councilor for Administration. The 

community. development supervisor formulates poli�ies subject 

to ratification and approval of administrative secretary. He 

coordinates the activities of communities within the local 

government area. He also supervises other field staff under him 

(e.g Village level workers. and community development 

organizers, who work in villages) .. These staff are regarded as 

the grassroots workers because . they work direct with the local 

government communities in identifying problems and setting 

such problems according to· the order of their priority in orqer 

to achieve the desire · goals. They . also stimulated·  peoples 

interest in community development. It is their responsibility to · 

sup.ervise on - going �ommunity development projects as .  w·ell 

9. 



as surveying of human and material resources for community 

need. Monthly comprehensive report is also required from them 

to be submitted to the supervisor for necessary action and 

implementation. Jibrilla (L007). 

2.4 THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

The importance · of ·women to social and economic 

development of any society can not be over emphasized. As 

mothers of our homes and as philanthropic groups, they have 

played important roles iri ttie education and socialization c:>f 

children, i_n caring for less fortunate members of societies, in 

teaching new methods of managing homes, in maJntaining 

body and environmental cleanliness in contributing to. the . 

physical development of the· society. Th'.ough _individual and 

group efforts, women have tried tci introduce the understanding 

· of changes taking place inthe society at large and how to cope 

with the challenges brought about by such changes. 

Presently, in many parts of Adamawa State arid 

particularly in Hong Local Government Area, there ha� been a 

burning desire among women for more education 
. 

for 
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themselves and their daughters. Hussayn (:2001). The challenge 

to educate women in particular· is to work for the improvement 

of educational facilities for themselves and to inspire men to 

believe in the value of educating girls for the resultant benefit 

to families and the nation. Kaibo (?005) 

In Hong Local Government women societies are directly . 

involved in almost all the stages of community development 

progress, beginning from identification of felt need down to 

execution and evaluation of projects. As stable members of the 

communityi, women help a great deal in assisting the impact of 

a programme alter it must have been completed. This, they do 

out of keen observation of change that have taken place · in the 

community. 

In this way, they are able to suggest amendments to a 

plan already embarked upon. Women have also assisted in 

mobilizing themselves for physical participation in development 

plari implementation, em.barked upon by the Local Government. 

Many communities in this area have constructed. bridges, 

mosque, churches, roads, . dams, town halls and build both 
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primary and secondar{ schools by themselves, also involved 

supplying sand and water for the rnnstruction of those projects 

. 2.5 RURAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS AND PROGRAMMES 

Rural Development · Pr�jects is a single, grassroots or 

micro level activity used to bring about a specific type of 

change in a specific rural area,· say a village or group of 

villages. In fact, a project is a unit of activities, which is chosen 

to ·be separately planned · and carriec;l out, While rural 

development programmes refer to a number of related and 

carefully orchestrated mutually St,Jpportive activities which 

cannot be seen as discrete projects but as a plan of course of 

action. · 

Without disputing the above definition, the writer sees 

community development as a process of Improving the living 

standard of the masses of the IO\f\! in-come population residing 

in rural areas and making th.e process of their development self . 

sustaining.· This definition recognized three important elements 

vii improving standard .of the poor, mass participation by the 

people and development of appropriate skills. 



2.6 ROLE OF GOVERNMENT IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

the creation of local government in the federation was 

designed as a me�ns of spreading development and 

government to the grassroots. It was observed that for long, 

developme.nt in this country had been top sided in favour of the 

urban areas. Hong Local Government like others was therefore 
. . . 

created to be as agent through which the yearning gap in 

development will be bridged. However, it is noted that, despite 

the creation of local government, the airectorate for food, 

roads and rural infrastructure (DFFRI) and other related 

developme.nt agencies, the pattern of development in the 

country �as not changed .. Urban centers are growing and 

expanding. In the desire of Government to check the rural 

development, as observed _by Sule (1990), it is "only recently . 

that most government of developing nati�ns began to think of 

definite policy or programmes of development concerning rural 

development". This. one :sided· development patterns, apart 

from leading to rural - urban drilt, also ·lelt the rural areas in 

abject poverty, mostly ifliterates a.nd full of diseases. 

·13 



This is not to say that the government has not been 

doing much, it is· just that .the projects are yet to achieve the · 

desired result. 

Ashiru (1990) "projects are. all about people" it allows 

therefore that rural development programme are about rural 

people. 

2.7 RURAL COMMUNITY EFFORTS 

From as long as man started ·living, organized groups, 

participation and cooperation towards the solving of social 

needs have always been cherished. A trip of any village reveal 

activities carried out by the people in wariness of their felt . 

needs. In Hong Local Government Area for instance, the paper 

saw the communities embarking on such self help projects .as 

provision of electricity ·and construction of maternity center. 

Even though these social -infrastructures were areas for· the · 

government to provide . for the people, they do not have to .wait 

for the Government alone to develop their area. More and more 

communities have been taking the challenge and building major 

14 



projects through self help and as a means of encouraging this, 

the Government has been giving them match grants. 

2.8 COMMUNITY AND GOVERNMENT EFFORT� 

In all projects, the government and communities have f .' 
their goals to achievement of better living for the people. Iktun 

(1994) observed, the role of Local Government is "to make 

appropriate services and development· activities responsive to 

local wishes and initiatives ·by developing and or delegating 

thein to . local representative body" this emphasis on 

government involving the people · is justified by the failure of 

past development efforts. 

Early developmerit programmes in f'Jigerie) were geared 

towards agricultural improvement· with the sole belief that the 

· development of th.is s�ttor will . automatically mean the 

development of the rural areas. Other attempts following the 

failures · of the initial ones focused only on the provision ·of 

social amenities also failed. The failure of these approaches 

made ·it obvious that the causes of rural poverty are multiple 

and any attempt to improve upon. rural life must be integrated 

15 
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in approach and must involve the people which they are being 

designed for. 

When there is lack of. participation, the resultant effects 

are apathy, suspicion,, opposition to and vandalisati(:Jn of 

projects. Lack of cqmmunity par�icipation also leads .to . the . 

dependence syndrome,· where the people wait for Government 

to do everything for them. The need therefore for the people to 

be fully integrated and involved in projects with government 

cannot must not be over emphasized. 

16 



q-tAPTER THREE 

3.0 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter deals with. the methodology of the study. It · 

discusses the types and sources of data, the data collection, 

population and the method of data analysis. 

3.1 TYPE AND SOURCES OF DATA 

Thus research generated its data through two main 

sources. These are primary and secondary 
. 
sources. 'The 

questionnaire, the irterview schedule and observation were 

used to generate primar"V data. While secondary data were 

obtained from existing �ecords from the local government and 

the already executed projects by the peoples themselves. · 

Therefore, both . CU$tomers and staff of the local 

government constituted sources of primary data .. While sources 

of secondary data were documents from the local government, 

reports and periodical, community based 

newspapers/newsletters etc. 



. ' 

. The questionnaire. was a close ended one. It qmsist of 

two sections. The fi(st section (section 4) sou
.
ght in.formC)tion . 

regarding the socio-econ·omic characteristics of the 

'· respondents. Some of the information required here include the 

type and .nature of projed,s executed by the communities 

themselves. 

3.2 INSTRUMENT AND METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION 

The questionnaire was .the major instrument used in 

gathering data. However, i.nterview and observation were 

conducted in order to· enrich information that was gener·ated 

through the questionnaire. The single questionnaire developed 

meant to generate information from the inhabitants, 

government officials and the village heads was expected to 

shade light on the impact of community participation in  rural 

development in Adamawa State. With the aid of four (4) trained 

assistance. Data for this research was collected through a .face 

to face method. In this case, questionnaires were distributed to 

the respondents, while the · administrator remains behind to 

collect it back after answering the questions. Similarly, the 



interview · was a face· to f<lce one. Answers from the 

respondents on the questions. asked· were recorded on both 

paper _and tape recorde"rs. · 

The four ( 4) trained assistants were 'locally" sourced, their 

duties were to help explain the questionnaires clearly to those 

illiterate respondents and/or those who found it difficult to 

understand some aspects . of the questionnaires and the 

interview scheduled. 

3.3 POPULATION 

The population fo"r the study consists, of all ,respondents· in 

the study area estimated to the tune of twenty thousand 

(20,000) people in the. wards a_nd villages in the local 

gov_ernment area . 

. 3.4 SAMPLE AND SAMPLING TECHNIQUE 

A total of two hundred respondents were used as the 

population sample for _the study, these comprised the village 

heads, ward heads and the inhabit.ants of the area under study. 

Out of this number five (5) are village heads, (15) are ward 

heads, (20) are officials of the local government and the 
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rernaining (160) are the inhabitants of the area. Therefore, this 

represented 10% of the entire· population. This is considered 

adequate according to Nwana (1982) who suggested that, a 

sample size of 10% is. reasonable and adequate for a survey 

research especially for a populatior.i of 5,000 and above. 

· 3.5 VALIDATION OF THE INSTRUMENT 

To eQsure the reliability of the instrument used for the 

stu.dy experts were given · the questionnaire to verify the 

reliability and validity of the instruments. The experts· were 

drawn from three (3) different institutions of Higher learning in · 

the· state, which include Federal University·of Tec::hnology, Yola, 

Federal college of Education, Yola and Adamawa State 

Polytechnic respectively. 

3.6 SA_MPLING TECHNIQUE 

A simple random sampli.ng technique · and systematic 

sampling were used i
_n the selection of wards and villages in the 

study area with the view to give each of the wards and villages 
equal opportunity to be represented in the selection process as 
a study area. 

20 



3.7 DATA ANALYSIS METHOD' 

Descriptive statistics .was used in analyzing the data 

collected for the study. Descriptive statistics In the forms of 

average or arithmetic' mean's, frequency and percentage . 

distribution tables were employed in analyzing data generated 

for the study. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

As stated in the preceding chapter, this ch.apter is 

concerned with ·data presentation and analysis, report of  

findings and discussion of the.findings. 

All the data collected were presented in tabular form and 

analyzed using the statistical technique. The findings 

subsequently formed the basis of the discussions or results. 

4.2 DATA ANALYSIS 

Table 1: Percentage according to age distribution as 

regards the understanding of the concept of community 

participation. 

·RESPONSES MALE FEMALE PERCENTAGE 

Yes 35 20 55 

No 17 28 45 

Total 52 4a 100 

T .. --· .1.-1 I rom the above table that, there are 52 · 

maies and 48 females, .totaling 100. Out of which 35 males. and 
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20 females responded Yes, representing 55 percent, while 17 

males and 28 females responded no, representing 45 percent. 

Consequently, the analysis indicated that, the assumption is 

atcepted, · since yes respondents have the highest percentage 

of 55. 

Table II. The Assumption tries to determine ·the · 

inv.olvement of individual in community development 

programme. 

RESPONSES MALE ·FEMALE PERCENTAGE 

Yes 25 35 60 
" 

No 23 17 40 

Total ·48 52 100 

FINDINGS:- From the table above, it could be seen that, 48 

males were involved in the study, 25 responded Yes and 23 

responded No. 

Also, 52 females were involved in the study, out of which 

35 responded yes, whit€! 17 responded No. As. a result, males 
. . . 

respondents have 60 percent arid females respondents have 40 

percent. 



C:onsequently, the assumption is accepted because those 

who responded Yes have the highest percentage of 60. 

Table III: This is the assumption on the impact of the 
. . 

participation of Community members in community 

development. 

RESPONSES MALE FEMALE PERCENTAGE 

Yes 42 30 72 

No 8 20 . 28 

Total 50 50 100 

Findings: The above table shows that, 72 percent of the 

total 
.. 

respondents agreed to the fact that community 

participation in communJty development has an impact in the 

society, while 28 percent of the total respondents disagreed to 
•. 

the view. 

Therefore, the assumption is accepted, since 72 percent 

of the respondents agreed to that. 



Table iv: It has to do with the percentage distribution of . 

the · frequency of participation of communi.tv 

development programme. 

Responses Frequency Often Seldom Non at all Percentage 

Yes 30 10 lS - ss· 

No . 30 10 - s 4S 

. Total 60 20 15 5 100 

Findings: The above table indicates that, SS percent of the 

respondents agreed. with the above assumption,_ ·while 4S 

per�erit of the respondents disagreed. And so the assumption is 

accepted, since agreed has the .highest percentage of SS. 

Table v: The percentage distribution as regards the 

achievem
.
ent of rural development programme in Hong 

Local GoVt. Area. 

RESPONSES YES NO TOTAL 

Male 10 40 so 

Female 20 30 so 

Total 30 70 100 

Findings: From the above table, it could be seen that, 30 
percent of the total respondents agreed to the idea that rural 

development programme has made an achievement .in · Hong 

· 2s 



Local Govt. Area, while 70 percent of the respor:idents 

disagreed to the view. 

The assumption is therefore rejecte� since
. 
disagreed has 

the highest percentage of 70. 

Table vi: . It has to do · �ith the role of supervision 

towards resolving the problems of· rural development 

programme in Hong i..ocal Govt. 

RESPONSES YES NO TOTAl-

Male 40 15 55 

Female 30 15 45 
.. 

! . 
Percentage 70 30 100 

Findings: It is clear that, 70 percent of the total respondents 

aboved agreed to the fact that supervision is one of the ways of  

resolving problems of rural developm�nt programmes· in· Hong 
local govt. area, while 30 percent of the respondents disagreed 
to the assumption. The assumption is therefore accepted �in

.
ce 

majority of the respondents agreed with the idea. 



Table vii: Percentage. distribution concerning dedication 

to duty as a means of tackling community participation 

in rural development;.· 

RESPONSES YES NO TOTAL 

Male 30 20 50 

Female 40 10 50 

Percentage 70 30 100 

Findings:- The above table points out that 70 percent of the 

total respondents stated that dedication to rural development 

programmes is a means to solving the said problems; while 30 

pe\�erit disagreed to the idea. The idea is therefore accepted 

because agreed has the highest percentage. 

Table viii: Percentage distribution as regards the role of 

state govt. in rural development programme in the 

study area. 

RESPONSES YES NO TOTAL 

Male 45 5 50 

Female 45 5 50 

Percentage 90 10 100 



Findings: The above table shows that, 90 percent of the 

respondents agreed to .the .view that, state govt. has a great 

role to play in rural development programme, while· only 10 

percent of the respond.en ts disagreed that the state govt .. has . 

no role to play as regards rural developmer.it. 

The assumption is therefore. · accepted since most of the 

respondents backed up the idea. 

Table ix: The percentage distribution as regards the role 

of Women in community participation or development. 

RESPONSES YES !NO TOTAL " 
Male · 60 10 70 

Female 20 . 10 30 

.Percentage 80 20 100 

-- gs:- The above table shows that, 80 percent of the 

respondents agreed that women. can contribute immensely to 
community developme.nt, while only 20 percent of the . . . 
respondents disagreed to the statement. 

The idea is therefore accepted. Since most of the respondents 
supported the idea. 



4.3 DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS 

Table 1 shows the percenta·ge and understanding of 

community development programme by the respondents. Over 

55% of the respondents indicated that they know the 

philosophy behind the. programme, only few respondents do . 

not know of it at all . The conc.lusion that cqn be drawn from the 

above data is that the programme is not given well publicity . 

. Because about 45% of t.he respon_dent do not know of the 

exi�tence of such a programme of may· be they are not well 

convinced on the validity and reliability of the philosophy of the 
" 

programme. 

Data in table II sho� the responses on the involvement 

of individuals in community development programme. About 

48% opinioned that the individual participation in the 
programme is not adequate. This may be as a result of lack of 
knowledge or clarity of the prog_ramme to the generality of the 
inhabitant in Hong Local Gove·rnrnent, likewise, individual 
efforts towards the success of the programme was absent and · 
completely lacking in the local government area. While those 
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interested either become discouraged er tied due to. the 

meager number of participation. This point out that, the 

government official in charge of this programme and the few 

int�rested elites as well as the local leaders need to put more 
. . . 

effort so as to enlist the support Qf the masses in their v.arious 

areas and at the their va.rious capacities. 

. The table III reveals that, though, the participation in the 

community development programme in Hong local government 

area is insufficient, the little .that those with interest had done 

was of fair impact. This also tend to point out that, the peopie . ,, 

of the .area are lazy and not probably willing to make any 
. . 

contribution for their develqpment. But always . wait for 

government to do things fcir them, thus, the backwardness of 

the local government area. 

The frequency of undertaking of such programmes in the 
local government area is a·lso nothing to write home about. This 
is because almost half .. of the respondents disagreed to the 
view. This shows the tendency of-selfishness and sabotage. As 
indicated by one ·of the vill;:ige head whether people will want 
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to do and undertake such programmes, the so called politicians · 

and rich men will hinder them or discourage them and t�ese 

(rich men) had a handful of supporters. Though, this may be 

with the heads who might .
. have gone into longer, is detriment al 

to the general development of the area. 

Although, there is general belief that particip ation by 

individual communities in the community development 

programme enhance rural development, there is law response 

to this programme in ttie local government area. When asked in 

an interview, one of the .ward head attributed that to either 
" 

sentiment or social dichotomy set by the society. He was of the 

view that if people are called to .this programme, the family will 
term it meant for the "poor to go, wh i le few 

.
tribes wh·o feel 

superior (Fulbe) in th
.
e area· will say, it is for the inferior (Ha be) 

ones. 

The research revealed that unless these kinds of feelings 
were wiped out and com·pletely reduced in the m inds of the 

. 

. people of Hong local . Govt. Area, the idea of community development will remain in unborn pregnancy. 
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From table vi which seek to fino out the achievement of 

the community d�velopment programme in Hong local Govt.; 

one depict that nothin� has been ach)eved since the inception 

of the programme in the area since, about 70% of the 

respondents disagreed that; the programme has achieved 

anything . .  This may suggest tl1e fact that most of the people 

and populace within the local gOvernments do riot participate in 
. . . 

community development. Froni the data on table �n there is 

evicierice that permits one to say that, community development 

programme in Hong Local Government has a lot of problems 

that need to be addressed . These ranges from lack of funds, 

labour, co-operation equipments and leadership. However, from 

the analysis on the next table, pbout 30% of the respondents 
agreed that there is · enough funds wherever th.ere is a 
community project but the· cooperation from the population is 
lacking, thus, allowing the sited project dwindled. 

Despite these, an interview with some of the sample 
population .

·
shows that, there

· 
is some times, wrong decision by 

the
.
goverr:iment for the.project because, mostly the authorities 
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concerned do not consid_er need of the people. For example, . in 

Hyema, one project was sited but .the people rejected the 

project and threatened the contractor. This led to wasting of · 

. 

. 

funds and materials that may be of vital used for other 

projects. Similarly, there is eno
.
ugh evidence from table iii that 

warrants ohe to conjecture that, there an� logistic prob lems as 

we.II as one of the local government officials revealed in the 
. 

course of an interview with him by the researcher. There !S also 

a lot of wrongs with. the leadership of the community 

development programmes. 

According to a reliable source, the leaders are always in 

conflict with one another for one· reasons or the other. 

If this is not eradicated, definitely the community 
development programme in Hong Local Gover _nment Area wil l 

not see any success. 

of the 
Many respondents argued that, supervisors 

community development programme also create problems in 
the area. However, that may depend on the caliber of the 
supervisors who should carry out ·their duties honestly and 
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sincerely, ·othecwise, they rnaY only see it as a means of 

enrichin.9 · themselves · py · pro.bably diverting the meager 

resources that might be given for .the project in question. 
. 

. . 

Therefore, it may be· op
.ined that, it is lack of supervision "that 

. 

. 

forms the crush of the problem though it may · be a problem 

also, but it is needed to re.-orient ourselves and become 

patriotic arid willing to contribute our quota to the development 

of the area selflessly. 

This may be the most app�dpriate means ·to achi�vii:ig the 

goals of the rural de.velopment programme. This fad is found 
... . . 

on table vi where 70% of the respondents agreed that one ·of 

the viable means of activating and· making people to participate 
actively in .community de"'.'elbpnient. programme in Hong Local 
Government, it means that, people are quite wil l ing, but due to 
one reason or the other, they are not. dedicative to the 
programme; thus, the rural development programme unit of 
the local government n:eeds t9 motivate and encourage people to undertake and partake in the programme actively: As regards to the role of the state about 90% agreed that the 
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state has a vital role to . play in order to faci l itate the 

programme; but from a ll indication, even the state, neglect its 

oWn role as the pioneer· and motivator for the sustainabi lity a nd 

success of the proQram·me .  This shows that, even in the a rea 
. 

. . 

where. the populace
. 

is 
·wilting, but lacki ng .  The government 

folds its hands and lean back to only blame the m � 

Tl1ough, it is truism �hat women played an im portant ro le 

in national° and societal development. Also identified as the 

most active pl  d 
· 

· 

. 
umpe that participates in th 

· 
e programme 

especially in none-Muslim 
" . 

populated areas of th I 
-

. e .  ocal 

governm�nt. This is 
. 
an . ind.icator that, the official roles 

dichotomy of the people affects the progra.mme, for i nstance; it 

is un-cultural to a Muslim woman to participate in a ny one­
house hold activity as such, eve·n if she is  wil l ing to partici pate 
in .any project organized under the · spirit of community 
development programme. She . ,is deserved by the cultural moves, contrary; _this is seen in the areas where there are few Muslims. In such area Ogain, the men do not participate fully

. 
in the P"'9ramme allowing the women mostly in taking part and 
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executing the schemeS and project of the rural development 

programme. This is the . tendenCV that, these women are 

protected in an Islamic society, men are made lazy in noii-

Muslim . populated areas, stjU the people need more 

enlightenment and education on the programme. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 SUMMARY 
. . 

The focus of this research work was on the impact of 

community development in rural. areas of Adamawa state, a 

case study of Hong Local government area, where a total of 

one hundred (100) respondents were used as the total 
.' 

population sample of the study. These include both staff of the 

local government and the peopl_e of various communities. Out . 

of this number, both people from the communities and the local 
" 

government staff were �andomly selected for the study. 

Questionnaire was used as major instruments- for the 

study. The data · generated were analyzed using the simple · 

percentage. The research findings revealed that,. most projects 

failed to achieve the desired results. This was due to poor 

management and implementation .of projects by the body 

concerned. 



S.2 CONCLllSION 

This research is on the . community part
_
icipati?n in the 

community development in · Hong Local Government Area. As a · 
prelude to that, a briefed historical background of the area of 

study was given from the findin�s, which were analyzed usin
.
g 

simple percentage. it is · explicit that, the
, rural community 

development is tangled in a lot of problems ranging from lack 

of warm attitudes and lack of . enough justificatiori of the 

programme to the populace of the community. 

5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS 

From the forgoing discussion, the following 

recommenc;lations were made.: 

The government, both state and local governments 

should mount a large · scale enlightenment campaign to the 

masses more especially rural dwellers, so .that .they can 

participate actively in the rural development programmes. This 

can be achieved through the use of media institutions and the 

state ministry of information. 
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The people of the local governments should change 
1. 

positively their perception ()f and attitudes towards the 
programmed.

_ 

2. The cultura l background 9f an area should be given gr�ater 
consideration when embarking on any rural development 
programme, so that it 

_
can al.low all to participate. 

3. The priority need of �n area shou
.
ld be identified properly 

. · before planning and: executing any project in the area. This 

will avert tension and harassment. 

4. The non-Governmental. organizations should be given co- · 

· operation and al l  necessary assistance they may nee_d ·to 

allow them not only partici pate but, also embark on rural 

development projects. 

5. . If any rural development project is executed, it should be 

wefl supervised and well executed to ·avert damage and 

allow easy maintenance. 

6· Youth should be involved wholly and completely in any 

rural development ·programmes. 
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