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ABSTRACT

The primary aim of this study is to analyze the.effect of crime on business activities in Gusau
L.G.A; the main objectives of the study were, to identify the causes of criminal activities in
Gusau LGA, to examine the effect of crime on business patronage, examine the effects ofcrime on business security spending, and also to assess the effect of crime on business
sustainability in Gusau LGA. Differential Association theory and structural strain theory were
used as the theoretical foundation for the study. Tile theories tried to explain why peoplecommitted crime by assuming that crime is learnt a11d a product of social dysfu11ction. Survey
research desig11 was used in the study, Purposive sampling technique was used to collect data
from 384 respondents using questio1111aire. Freque11cy distribution and percentages were used
to analyze tire data obtained from respondents. The findings revealed that crime construe
impediments to business investments and sustainability also, the study found that crime leads
to decreased productivity a11d profits for firms a11d Iras contributed directly and otherwise on
the collapse andfailure of ma11y business establishme11ts. The study co11cluded that crime has
11egative effects 011 business activities, and recommendedpublic/private partnership i11 tackling
tire causative factors of crime a11d proactive security measures to protect business ventures.



CHAPTERONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background to the Study

Crime is a universal phenomenon and differs only in degree among various societies and nations

of the world. It is a social problem that is relative to time and place (Adebayo, 2013). The

prevalence of crime in the world today is a serious concern for all and sundry. According to

Onoge cited in Adebayo (2013), crime impacts on society in variety of ways according to the

nature and extent of crime committed. It constitutes a problem when its incidence is rampant in

the society and also poses a threat to the security of lives and property, as well as social order

and solidarity. A report by the United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC, 2017),

indicates that crime is on the increase in many nations of the world. According to UNODC,

developing nations of southern America, Central America and Africa were more affected while

developed countries such as the United States of America, Italy and Spain equally have

witnessed significantly criminal activities during the period under review. In the United States of

America, The Federal Bureau oflnvestigation of the United States of America (FBI, 2016) crime

report revealed a 3 .9 percent increase in the estimated number of violent crimes when compared

to the 2014 data. The estimated number of murders in the nation was 15,696 and 90,185 reported

cases of rape. Also, there was an estimated 327,374 robberies nationwide which accounted for an

estimated $390 million in loss. Property crimes resulted in losses estimated at $14.3 billion

whereas the total value of stolen property was $12,420,364 454.The Caribbean ranks high in

terms of murder rates at 30 per 100,000 populations annually (UNODC, 2007). A regional

victimization survey revealed that 48 percent of adolescent girls' sexual initiation was forced in

nine Caribbean countries (Halcyon, 2015).

The phenomenon of crime is equally common in Africa. According to the United Nations office

on drugs and crime (20 I 6) report, Africa is deemed to have one of the most serious crime

problems in the world. African societies face more crime than the better policed societies of

Europe, Asia, and North America; same cannot be said of central and Latín America. In South

Africa, a study carried out by the Small Business Project (2008) on the impact of crime on small

businesses in South Africa, indicated an ever increasing crime wave. The South Africa police

crime statistics (2016) shows that there was 18,673 cases of murder, a 4.9% increases from the



2014/2015 period, assault was put at 164,958; robbery cases was pegged at 54,110; Burglary
cases was put at 250,606. These figures indicate a high occurrence of criminal activities in South
Africa.

Provision of adequate security is a social pre-requisite for the survival of any society. Every
society takes appropriate measures to protect the lives and property of people living within its
boundaries. Business and social activities may not go on freely without adequate security. This

fundamental essence of security may be the reason why societies from time immemorial made
efforts to police their neighborhoods in order to secure them from criminal victimization. In

Nigeria, according to Darnbazau (2007), has been on the global crime map since 1980s. He

asserted that Nigerian cities are favorable areas for criminal activities because they provide the

anonymity needed for crime commission and as such, Nigerian cities are festered with criminals

resulting in high incidences of crime. A research conducted in Nigeria by the University of Jos

and Oxford University in 2006, established that crime limits residents participation in economic

activities. The study concluded that high occurrence of crime in Nigeria construes an

impediment to investment and business ventures and that the most common crime problems were

arrned robbery and phone theft, particularly, the North part of the country, the occunence of

banditry, kidnapping, herdsmen conflict, illegal mining amongst others, all contribute in building
favorable crime environment. Being in North-west Nigeria is not exempted from the upsurge in

violence and criminal activities. As a matter of fact, has been the epic center for these criminal

activities in North West Nigeria. This has led to an increase in crime wave in the area under

study. Zamfara is one of the states in North Western Nigeria that has come under spotlight as a

result of various forms of security challenges. Report from the National Bureau of Statistic

(NBS, 2017), states that Zamfara State accounts for 38.3 % of the crime and insecurity problems

in Nigeria. Similarly, The Presidential Committee on Small Arms and Light Weapons

(PRESCOM) in 2017 revealed that over 5000 illicit weapons were recovered in Zarnfara State. It

is against this background that this study seeks to investigate the possible effects of rising crime

trend on business activities in Gusau LGA of Zarnfara State.
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1.2 Statement of the Research Problem

Crime is found in all societies; however, it is the magnitude that differs among societies

Studies over the past two decades have established that violence, crime has significant economic

consequences in terms of reduced growth within a conflict ridden country (Collier and Hoef11er,

2004). According to Bloomberg & Orphanides (2004), terrorism and violent crimes discourage

business activities, economic growth and development. The World Health Organization (2004)

drew a distinction between direct costs of criminal activities (medical, legal, policing, prisons,

foster care and private security) and indirect costs of criminal activities (lost earnings and time,

lower human capital, lower productivity, lower investment, psychological costs). The direct costs

include the value of all goods and services used to prevent violence or offer treatment to its

victims or perpetrators. This has been the most commonly estimated category of costs as well as

resources spent on private security measures.

ln Nigeria, the nature of crimes include armed robbery, murder, rape, car theft, burglary, fraud,

bribery and corruption, food and drug adulteration, gambling, smuggling, human trafficking,

kidnapping, terrorism, drug trafficking, money laundering, internet scam advanced fee fraud and

other illegal activities. These criminal activities it is assumed, construe impediments to business

activities. According to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (2017). Nigerian criminal enterprises

are the most notable of all African criminal enterprises. They are considered to be among the

most aggressive and expansionist international criminal groups, operating in more than 80

countries of the world and are established on all populated continents of the world. Their most

profitable activity is drug trafficking, though they are more famous for their financial fraud

which costs the US alone approximately US$! to 2 billion annually.

Alemika (2007) asserted that crime and insecurity could undermine investment and

entrepreneurial zeal. A study conducted in Lagos by the University of Jos and Oxford University

(2006), established that high occurrence of crime in the city of Lagos discouraged some residents

from starting their own businesses. ln the Northwest of Nigeria, just recently, Crime Statistics on

reported offences reflected that a total of 125,790 cases were reported in 2016, Offence against

property has the highest nwnber of cases reported with 65,397 of such cases reported. Offence

against persons recorded 45,554 cases reported while offence against lawful authority and local

acts recorded the }east with 12,144 and 2,695 cases recorded respectively (NBS 2016).

3



The Nigeria Security Tracker, produced by the Washington-basedCouncil on Foreign Relations

(CFR), which monitors levels of violence by collating local media report. In a report by the

British Broadcasting cooperation (BBC 2019), highlights a significant upsurge in killings over

the past few months in Zamfara state. According to the report figures, from the beginning of

2019, there have been 262 civilian deaths. In the whole of 2018, there were 288 and for 2017, the

figure is 52. The CFR data also indicates a sharp rise in killings of members of armed groups -

which would include bandits, vigilantes and others involved in criminal activities. However, the

number of deaths each day is not as high as the 30 to SO.With 262 civilian deaths in the first 100

or so days of this year, that's between two and three deaths each day - although the CFR data

does indicate that this number is rising, Comparing Zamfara with other states in the north.

In the report, the BBC (2019) reported that Zamfara has become more violent than the states of

the north-east where Boko Haram has been active. Taking total civilian deaths from the

beginning of March to 6 April 2019, there have been 169 deaths in Zamfara according to the

CFR - that's compared with 28 in Borno State and 14 in Adamawa. There were no such

incidences recorded from Yobe.

Existing literature on the socio-economic costs of criminal activities have not captured

adequately, the impact crime has on businesses in some areas of North West Nigeria. It is not

known if the effects of criminal activities on economic activities like business in their respective

f .

d ld be ame for Gusau Local Government Area of Zamfara State. There
areas o stu y wou s

t k ledge on the implications of crime on business activities in the area

appears to be no recen now
•

·

t th b ckdrop of little knowledge on the effect of crime that this study

under study. It 1s agams e ª

.
• th 1 1· ,e effect of crime and criminal activities on businesses in

undertakes to mvesugate e re ª I\

S
? ing on how it affects patronage, business security spending

Gusau LGA of Zarnfara tate, iocus

h k to provide reliable data and also create a database for

and sustainability. The researc see s

further enquiries on the subject matter.
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1.3 Reseatth Questions

The general question of this study is·. hw at are the effects of crime on business activities in

Gus.au LG.-\ of Zamfara State.:

The following are fonnulated to guid t .d th
?

e o gu1 e e study:

1 · \\ "hat are the causes of crime in Gusau LGA 7

::: \\ nat are the im r
.

f
.

P icauons o cnme on business patronage?

- - "nat are the eff t f
·

·

ec s o cnme on busmess security spending?

4· \\ nai are the effects of crime on business sustainability?

1..4 Research Objectiws

T::,e iéene,.,J 0tciecÜYe of this study is to: identify the effects of crime on business activities in

G·..:..-.2cJ LG . .\ of Zamfara State. Specifically. the study sought to:

l.:iemify the causes of criminal activities in Gusau LOA.

Ex:múne lhe effect of crime on business patronage.

ts,.mine lhe effects of crime on business security spending.

p_,sess the effect of crime on business sustainability in Gusau LGA.

1.=: Rõearch Assumptions

T:,e fc.:Jowing assumptions are formulated to guide the study.

C:-';::,e :ioes not ha,e any effect on business activities in Gusau LGA

Cf.me does not haYe any effect on business sustainability.

1-, significance of the Study

Tni? s:udy i; im.pc1rtant in many respects. The findings will help educate business owners and

;n;idl:Il',? OD the basic causes of crime. The impact of causative factors like, poverty, family

1,·:rm:rnre, urbw.Jzation, youth unemployment, drug use and abuse, opportunity and so on.

The i.-tudy will help JYdfents, their wards and others in appreciating simple security measures that

wuld ? crime. [t will provide concise education for care givers at home on the impact of

5



family structures on criminal behavior of teenagers. Also, it will educate the business community
and other stakeholders on the complementary role of community policing in crime control and

the need to work proactively with security agencies to address crime and community safety

issues. The work will buttress the importance of synergy with traditional institutions as critical
stakeholders in crime fighting, the obligations of residents towards intelligence gathering and

early warning system.

The recommendations that will be proffered can be a guide to the government and relevant

security agencies in evolving a holistic and effective crime control measures and hence ensure a

favorable business environment. The study will equally contribute to the wealth of existing

literature and knowledge. The findings of the study can be used as a base line study for further

research on the subject matter in Gusau LGA of Zamfara State. It will also contribute to the

development of articulate crime management policies and prevention strategies.

l. 7 Scope of the Study

The study seeks to unravel factors that contribute to the high prevalence of crime in Gusau LGA

of Zamfara State, the causes of criminal activities and the effects of crime on business patronage,

business security spending and business sustainability in Gusau. The academic scope of the

study focuses on the effects of crime on business activities in Gusau LOA, Zamfara State. The

h. ¡
f the study is Gusau Local Government of Zamfara State. It will cover the

geograp 1ca scope o

period from 2015-2019. The choice of this period is as a result ofan increase in banditry, armed

robbery, and kidnapping in the state during this period.

1.8 Operational Definition of Concepts

The following terms are defined as used in this study:

/ li onomic activities (buying, selling, renting, investing) of
Business Activities- the aggregate ª ec

.

al nd manufacturing sectors of an economy.
an organization or of the commerct ª

. bl'
·

terest and which is prescribed by law enacted the

Crime- an act or omission agamst pu ic 111

•
•

·

t and to which prescnbed pumshment and attached
. li• 1

st of the socte Y
legislature in the overa Lil ere

in the event of conviction.

6
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CHAPTERTWO

LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Introduction

This chapter is concerned with literature review and theoretical frame work. The chapter is

discussed under the following Themes: conceptual clarification, causes of crime, Crime and

business patronage, Crime and business security, Crime and business sustainability, Theoretical

framework.

2.1.1 Conceptual Clarifications

ln other to avoid conceptual and terminological mistakes, it is important to define the concept

crime and business activities, so as to enlighten the reader about the usage in this study

2.1.2 Crime

The word crime, which is interchangeably used as an offence under the Nigerian Code, is an act

or omission which renders the person doing the act or making the emission liable to punishment

under the Code, or under any Act, or Law. Additionally, "crime is defined as an act or omission

which is unjust and is imputable to its author, mid which disturbs the social order."23 Crime "is

an externally and morally imputable violation of a law."24 Crime is an action or omission that

constitutes an offense that may be prosecuted by the state and is punishable by law. ln this

research, the term 'crime' will be understood from these perspectives and will be adopted

throughout the study.

2.1.3 Business Activities

In order to understand what business activities are, the study employed first what business

entails.

According to Ha11ey (2013) business is a11y Human activity directed towards producing or

acquiring wealth through buying and selling of goods.

·B • . ,. f t·v1·ty conducted with an objective of earning profits for the benefit
.

· · usmess refers to a 1onn o ac 1

,f(oseon
whose behalfthe activity is conducted, Dicksee (2016),

?''''¢.
7
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Busilk'..SS acth·ities include any acti,;I)· a business engages in for the primary purpose of making

a profit. This is a g.e?ml term that encompasses all the economic activities carried out by a

company during tht.- course of business. Business activities, including operating, investing and

financing activitie,;. are c,ngoing and focused on éreating value for shareholders.

Into two brc>ad .:,m:g,,rie;;. ,·arious business activities can be classified as Industry and

Commerc-e.

2.1.4 lndusn·?·

The sector "hcre r:m m:;.rai.31 gets convened into useful produ.ctS is called industry. Activities

related to ¡:-n?Ju.:rion & ¡:-r,,'eSSing as well as actiYities related to rearing & reproduction of

animals or 0th.:, [i,-i..c,,: species are all ir.?iudcd in the indu,,"1f:·. The purpose of industry is to

creatç f0rr:1 1.rtiE::, :ty ?o:i?•Cr.? :-2.
...

,; .. rr?.2.-:crials ill.to useful forms of finished products. An

industry ma.y ;-:-cd::-.:e ?--=•?.c.=:- g,: ... :•i= c:r ,?-:.;:::.al ;r:-ry:is. GrJ'"J<l.s such as breacL butter1 cloth,

rad.ii:.,. ?te. ¿:--;; -.:-.:::::_,..=.?--:- i=·•:6. -::--::;;-? ?=··=·::.S a:-e ::::-::???=-·,?,::O:; ü1e o)n.sumer. Go<As such as

tna\..hine-r:? _ ..:?"'[' .;c.<"'C- -"'.'-
_

= - -.- --
- ?

---:-=·-
-

:· .-.,; -
.•

- .:. -'-'< c.,..
- ·?.:..d .:-;r-:./--r ír; tfj.f: pr.>d-uction process

to make r.;s¿fi? 0,.::,_;_.:-?

2.1.5 Commerce

Commerce ,dé:rs :.: "-'- "--: •.:.•:·,,::: ?::·,::::::: ·.'.'::::?. :-:::; ::::::-:::::, ·,: ::o:::'=•¡;-_::, ::, :h::: iist,focir.m nf

goods to the ·.:..::::-..a:c: :.::-s=é:7 ?':-_,';".'::: ·.,.,:: ·:-:: :,:· _:,e ·.:;:-:-· .. :.-.:-cc.;;;;•,-:,::., -:.:<=S, & :::±I úe-,e

goods reach :he j':;:-?'"..:: :.:.-.:2,.::.e:- r.::-.,:,::.•. ?'=;:-:-· .• :,;,?'é.,.:.:: ;:;.¡ct &-z?==, art ?ro

at different p lac?

2.2 Cau?? nf Crimt:

The causes of ,:f;:;e -?t"= ::x:.-::.i-::--r ;,,,?_ '?--,. ;:r-::--:?? :'J'::'f:=;::?'- ?-?.,
-;. ?:=??- ;::::--L? :,-fj_en ?

be connected ,. ,-:-:; ;;,-.o,•,:: :r?£ ·:.,: 3·,, , •. ::x.: a:z 'é. ¡;-:::>? f.s.í: :-: ·'.>""...:,:e:? ,,:f<"'?

because of the ci,,:,;.r:,-?1:2.rh?'>
:;.e ,,,,,::. ·-:e; '-"""•-'?-,._é=::-? ;,:.s?'"·-=-.i;,, ::z,t ·= ;,sy,;;'?

with a number ,,f Si,ctr,n ·,a?º""'''«•? ··:·,??
.. ,:::,·,e,:,:->.::?::, "''"' ,· . .:-'.£ ;:r:-':,=- F:e-= .dY}.isx

views, opinions ;md ?,q,,r:,r):;rx:-, ?':tF,n :.:.cc: i:-, : 'J:.Ú ==,:;:-¡,:::=. -;e,=:, ;:ee¡- pawn

and family sn·uc.ture há"·'? 1-? .1,..,,..-.r,.:''/fi
?- ;,,?¿:.e, :a= :t c:::::"-fu :ciz',i,;,r.

i



2.2.1 Youth Unemployment

Unemplo}mem Jescribes the condition of people who are without jobs (Okafor, 2011). The

International Lab..,r Onmnization 'IlO) d fi th" , e mes e unemployed as the number of economically

active population who are "ithout • k b
·

· ·
· ·

"or ut available and seeldng work, mcludmg people who

have lost their j,,1:,s anJ those who have voluntarily left work.

According to the :-,¡ati ,na! B f s
· ·

- · ' ureau o tat1st1cs (2009), the labor force of a country is a set of

people or citizens who are "illing and are able to make available at any given point in time their

efforts for gainful emplo)ment while the unemployed are the individuals with no work but are

looking for work at the time of any study. Various forms of unemployment have been identified

by scholars. These include seasonal. frictional, cyclical and structural unemployment (Adebayo

1999 and O3Illachi. 2001).

l'nemplo)ment is a global trend but it occurs mostly in the developing countries of the world,

with social. economic. political and psychological attendants. Thus, massive youth's

unemployment in any country is an indication of far more complex problems (Okafor, 2009).

The ILO ¡
2017, repon showed that the proportion of world unemployment is steadily increasing

and that the numi:x:r of those "ithout jobs remained at an all-time high of more than 195 million

or 6.3 percent in 20íJ7. For inslllilce, during the period 2007, the Middle East and North Africa

were the regions ;;ith the highest unemployment rate in the world at 12.2 percent, followed by

Sub-Saharan.-\.frica at nearly 10 percent. East Asia's unemployment rate of3.6 percent remained

the lowest. Toe report affirmed that population growth especially in South Asia, the Middle East,

North Africa a.rid sub-SaharanAfrica was putting pressure on job creation.

U l
. CT"Rf.1·aJlY among vouths leads to antisocial behaviors as: emergence of street

nemp o:men! e-s,,-- .

.

children. involvement of youths in crimes and in armed conflict (military e.g. the Ombatse

.1.
. d

•
.

. ,. prostitution among women. In the Niger Delta, lack of employment

nu ltla), an m,;-r<"5eo .

. . h.--"] . elated wcith the high incidences of youth restiveness and conflicts

opportumues was ;¡;,, : corr

(UNDP, 2006J.

lack f employment opportunities has contributed to increasing

Among young women. 0

ha. I.so encouraged prostitution as a means of survival in several

femínizatíon of powrtY- It 5 ª
.

. . .

toMIS and cities. (Somayya, ZOl l). According to the NatJonal Bureau of Statistics (NBS),

9



another 1.5 million Nigerians became unemployed in the first quarter of 2016. The Central Bank
of Nigeria (CBN, 20 I 6), affirmed that 80% of Nigeria youths are without jobs. According to
NBS (20 I 7), Zamfara State ranks 32"din the list of states with the highest numbers of

unemployment in Nigeria, with an unemployment level of 7.6%

ln South Africa. studies have shown how unemployment encourages crime. Tsahabalala (2014)
affirmed that there is a significant relationship between unemployment and crime prevalence in

Kwa-zulu province. High crime rate in the area was associated with high youth unemployment.
South Africa, over the years have witnessed high crime rate compared with most countries in the

same region, Africa or globally (Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation CSVR,

2007). They attributed the high incidence of criminal activities in South Africa to factors such as,

high levels of unemployment and social exclusion. In the opinion of Britt citied in Melick

(2003), a positive relationship exists between crime rates and unemployment rates. Criminal

activities soared in times of high unemployment rates and cities/countries with high

unemployment rates record higher crime rates compared to those with full employment.

According to Rapheal & Ebner (2013), people are motivated to resort to criminal activities as a

source of income when economic conditions deteriorate.

Ajimotokin (2015) examined the relationship between criminal and unemployment rate and

concluded that higher unemployment rate leads to higher crime rate. People without a steady

income have a greater incentive to commit crime than employed persons who may have more to

lose if caught. In the United States with the highest crime rates all have high unemployment rate

compared to the national average.

In United States of America, ex-convicts or people with criminal record stand little or no chance

I d
·

and about 76% of former inmates are lured back to crime due to
of ever been emp oye agam,

k 20 I 5) A study by Raphael and Ember (2001 ), indicated that there is a

unemployment (Ba er, •

. . ,

b
.

·

e rate and unemployment. Their study established that
pos1ttve correlat10n etween cnm

· t'vized to ¡:¡articipate in illegal activities since the relative
unemployed persons are more meen 1

'.

.
. .

h th the decrease in income due to unemployment.
return for domg so 1s hig er an

f e
· Statistics and Research, BOSCAR (2012), posits that

In Spain, the Bureau o nme
. .

. rt and violent crime rates. The report md1cated that the

unemployment caused higher prope Y
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effective path to crime prevention and redlli:ti,,n is PIT'vi...--rcc. ;:;? ?-...= :,m:. ?
improvement in social welfare. This implies that m,cre :s 1 ,,.,_;;i:::-.e ?:rr ?
unemployment and criminal acthities particularly. pr,..? cri:::le.

ln France. Fougere. Kramer & Puget 12Q;)6'¡_ 1ffirm.cl 1 p,..'smve ?'"'?:e=-=?«
youth unemployment. ln their crnss-s...-ction ;malysi:s e: ±.a! ?-= .;:f -== mi.::.

unemployment among youths. they est1blish? thar i:::.....7!"""..= = ?? :m:'ra--"' £

corresponding increase in crime. The study noc.:d ? ·.ir:=;i0= ':35 =L ,-_:-a.,a Jc.

burglaries. thefts and drug offences .. -\.:cording te &oc , :•,•]? . ::::i..,.a:::.......:é ?-"-':.'= :i:c

Canada has a positive correlation "ith incre-.1..sed cri-'--,: J>.t·,--::::,. e:.=?- ,:Cs=5 ::m: ? ill,,

unemployment rate increased by l O,,· the ryª 0r· --¿.,.;,.c:-z:•·"'
'- -='

· .- :!1..-::·,-:::i,s l1$C ?

by0.141%.

Gronqvist (2011) opined that there i; · '.,:=;-•- -,:_.c.-.--<=';: :e:-= -':=e élD:' ?

unemployment in Sweden. Hee statd é::;;.¡ ':ec; ·-=-=---:::-ce: ·:e:-;.=: ==- :.: ?é;?
with a 1.93º/0 increa-5cd risk of coc?r:i_i:-i:-c; ·=:"'..=·= -:-;.:-___=?:: :=C.--?.:-? =e=;L•=:·? :'":r =i:-r= :::aE

::l?ti::?::e:??::0ri:::\,?:;?:•u.?':rr.::.?-::c.:?;?:=:- ?:::= ???-'.?,='-:?:::=:?::::
the criminal activities to the depri>,:ui-:rc :,z:c ::-?''-":..:cc'-''•:•:=:: ·.-é:.?·,::·=

Alabi (2014) stated that there ls a püs:::.·,? :; . .;.:..,:e-":::: :?

?? :•?:-=??====?;?
crime rate in sub-Saharan Afris:a ·,,¡:ec. ;-::c::C, :::.::,::

-??- ;L--=-,-=i-? ?- '-·? I.. -..,::.?

legitimately and socially acceptabk ·,,,,:,..<. :::s=;

?":º:.:;.,?,...=--c...:::?::i:-i:e:::,. ;r:,s:::::::::r:',:c..

unemployment period? some süci.z:..Í prrJGI,=r-:,s i:ee,-:,c_e

social and civil unrest<Aiabi, 201-+,

:.i?_= ?:e:-;.•? ::ir ?J::--? n::
The assertions of the schr,lars revi<é:'h"''"· su:::c;-:•,=·:. :-.e·

,_. _ = = ? c,; ,. ?
. .

. in a 3.rjc.1et:,1 -,.11:';r:r? ?e?-::::-?-? >r:'..: - ? --

- ?
- -· -. -

cnmmal behav10r. As such,
.. ---.,..- -· e=, = :r: -,- ?:: =

d ( artic.1..darl.:,
the ;,-,1?r:?

__., __ _;,1
.i-

-

tendency for the unemploye P

basic needs and societal expectatiüM,
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2.2.2 Poverty

World Bank Development report (..,000) d fi
· · ·

-
. e nes poverty as "an unacceptable depnvahon m

human wellbeing that can comprom1'se b th h
:

·

1

·

1

· · ·
·

o p ys10 og1ca and social depnvat1on". Poverty 1s the

deprivation of basic resources that are necessary in maintaining the quality of life in tenns of

food, clothing. shelter and other n'ght that infri. 1·
·

d'
·

d h
· can nge on 1vmg con 1t1ons an guarantee uman

dignity (Amaike, 2011 ). ln its most extreme form, poverty is a lack of basic human needs such as

adequate and nutritional food. clothing, housing. clean water and health services. Although,

poverty is a global problem. the level of prevalence differs from place to place.

UNDP (2007), in survey on poverty and extreme deprivation of 108 countries ranked Nigeria at

the 80th position. giving it a Human Poverty Index of 37.3 "among the lowest for the entire

African continent (Osalor. 2010). The National Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2010) stated that

I 12.5 I 9 million Nigerians live in relative poverty conditions. This figure as contained in the

2010 poverty profile report of the agency represents 69% of the country's population. The report

also indicated that relative poverty was most apparent in the northern part of the country.

According to Olumosu (1999), poverty in most developing nations of Africa is widespread and

seems to increase by the day. In criminology literature. links between poverty and crime have

remained contentious. While, some scholars have acknowledged a positive correlation between

poverty and criminal activities (particularly, property offenses), others have argued to the

contrary.

According to Webster & Kingston (2014), some persons who became poor or have quite long

term experiences of poverty might not engage in criminal activity however, people who are

known to them and surround them in their everyday lives nevertheless, engage in such illegal

d h
·

·s connected to their lives. Radosh (2003), established in his study of

acts an as sue ,
cnme 1

· •

d th t me of their crimes was occasioned by a necessity born of poverty and

1mpnsone women a so

h I d l. h acterized by feelings of powerlessness and frustration.
t ey have also e 1ves c ar

.
.

1
ho are thwarted in attaining desired social and economic goals

Siegel (2005) posits that peop e w

. th ·negally and when poverty is coupled with high levels of

legally may seek to obtam em 1

. •
. . .

• •

.
.

• th stage is set for cnminal activities to thrive. Wnght (1999),

economic and social asp1rat1ons,
e ·

.

. z land who committed the most delinquent acts where those

stated that young people m New ea
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who reported more financial strain, were more aggressive, more alienated, had lower educational

and occupational aspirations, had less social closeness, and had less self-control. In the opinion

of Jarjoura (2002), the longer a person lives in poverty, the more likely they are to engage in

delinquent behavior. Persistent poverty as such is key in explaining delinquency.

In the United States of America, a study of 840 US cities found that poverty was the main factor

explaining aggravated assault and burglary and also variations in crime rates between cities

(Flago & Sherbenou cited in Webster & Kingston, 2014). Patterson in Webster & Kingston

(2014) also disclosed that levels of absolute poverty in the United States, measured by the

percentage of household with annual income below $5000 are significantly associated with

higher rates of violent crime. Pridemore (20l1) opined that poverty is the most consistent

predictor of area homicide rates in the US empirical literature.

Brill ( 1993) posits that poverty can lead to high levels of stress that in turn may lead individuals

to commit property crime. It offers a way in which impoverished people can obtain material

goods that they cannot attain through legitimate means. Poverty may lead to an actual or

perceived inferior education which would cause youth to count on less access to quality schools,

jobs and role models, decreasing the opportunity, costs of crime and increasing the probability of

youth spending time on the street associating with gangs (Ludwig, Jens, Greg,J., Duncan &

Hirschfield, 1999).

2.2.3 Peer Pressure

Crime could be socially learnt and as such, teenagers are likely to imbibe criminal behavior

under influence. Some of such factors include bad role models and extreme dependence on peers

b & e_¡ lb 2007) According to Miller & Dollard citied in Haralambos (2007),

(Haralam os ,- or orn, •

b h
· through their observation of the behavior of others. Peer pressure can

people learn new e av10rs

.
. li e: teenagers Usually teens follow the behaviors, look and acts of their

lead to cnme especia y ,or · '

h to be a negative one, it is possible that the teen would indulge in

role models. If the role appens •

deviant acts including crime.

. f single criminal neigbbor can have a profound and lasting

Among juveniles the mfluence O ª
'

ding youngsters to engage in illegal behavior and can

impact on the likelihood of surroun
..

.
.

. are likely to commit. This is referred to as the spatial contagion

determine the kind of cnme they

13
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(Mennis, J. & Harris, P., 2011). The study established that the rate of recidivism for various

crime types among delinquents living nearby a juvenile's residence is high. The report affirms a

positive correlation between crime and peer influ,ence.

There is a strong association between the juvenile delinquents' behavior and their peers, that is,

adolescents who report having delinquent friends are more at risk to develop problematic

behavior, that the ones who say they have few or no delinquent friends (Haynie & Osgood,

2005).

.

Association with risk-taking friends is strongly r elated to aggression and delinquency (Barnow,

Lucht& Frey Breger, 2005). According to Beyer's (2004), peer affiliations accounts for

undesirable life outcomes in later adolescent and early adulthood, such as criminal behavior and

sexual promiscuity.

Social learning theories, such as differential association theory (Sutherland, in Haralambos,

2007), posits that deviant peers are casual agents in the development of adolescent delinquency.

In other words, adolescents who get caught up in the wrong crowd may begin to display

antisocial behaviors that were not previously apparent. Paternoster (2012), affirmed that both

peer exposure and vulnerability to deviant peer influences predict delinquent behavior to young

people.

2.2.4 Family Structure

Research has shown there is a correlation between criminal behavior/delinquency and family

type or structure. Harper & Mclanahan (2018) found that children who grew up without their

biological father in the home were three times more likely to commit a crime that led to

·

1- th chi"ldren from intact familiei. Larson, Sawyers & Larson (1995), posit that

mcarcera 1011 an

children of divorced parents are up to six times likely to be delinquent than those from intact

families.

.

·

s eme Court Commission on Children and Family Law (2004), boys

Accordmg to Georgia upr
.

.
• ,, th were more than twice as likely to end up in jail as those rose with

raised without their ,a ers

•
01 f

· erated adults come from single-parents' homes. The Institute of

theu fathers and 70 10 o meare

.

'

.

¡· (IMAPP 2005), established that both the individual risk and overall

Marriage and Pubhc Po icy '
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raies of crime were reduced when parents were married. According to the study, areas with high

rates of family fragmentation tended to have higher rates of crime also, teens raised in single-

parent homes were more likely to commit crimes.

Anderson (2002) affirmed that adolescents living in a single-parent family were at a significantly

higher risk for delinquency than those living with both parents. Students attending schools with a

higher proportion of single-parent families also had significantly higher rates of violent offenses

than students attending school where more students came from two-parent families (Anderson,

2002). Families characterized by warm interpersonal relationships and effective parenting are

associated with a lower likelihood of affiliation with juvenile offenders and of juvenile crime

whereas. in families of high level of marital discord, considerable conflict, inadequate

supeTYision and violence, children are more likely to become delinquent (Henry, Tolan&

Gorman-smith, 200 I ).In the opinion of Egley & O'Donneell (2009), family structure is integral

in understanding gang behavior. Gang membership could be attributed to identity problems for

young men when a man role was not in the home. Also Reed & Decker (2002), posits that gang

can serve as a surrogate extended family for adolescents who do not see their 0-..11 families as

meeting their needs.

Miller (1998) citied family problems as one of the major distinguishing factors, for females who

are members of gangs in contrast to those who are not. A report from the mental Health of

Clúldren and Young people in Great Britain (2004), indicated that children from single parents'

h d. ti·ve behaviors such as alcohol and drug abuse, suicide, theft and criminal
ornes expresses 1srup

behavior.

(2016) Posits that single parent families often are financially vulnerable
Garfinkel & Maclahanan

. h h seholds. As such, the economic circumstances frequently draw
as compared to marned ouse ou

.

. . f" d bl but bad neighborhood. According to Kumpler (2009), the

these famihes mto more ª ior ª e
. . . .

· can be found within families. Strong and pos1tJ.ve families

greatest opportunity to prevent cnme
.

.
.

educing substance abuse, increasing school bonding and

have an early and sustained impact on r
.

. with conduct disorders, avoiding delinquent peers and reducing

academic performance, deahng

juvenile crime.
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Children growing up with two attentive involved b. ¡
·

al
•

• 10 og1c parents ID a healthy, low conflict

marriage are more likely to experienee an overall sense of well-being and less likely to become

delinquent as opposed to children growing up in other circumstances (Kumpfer, 2009). These

findings suggest a positive relationship between nature of "ami·1 d
· ·

¡
· ·

1, y an cnmma propensity m

individuals. Demuth & Brown (2003) t h d
- ·

,
no es t at a olescents m smgle parent families are

significantly more delinquent than their counterparts residing with two biological, married

parents. They asserted that chances of delinquei¡cy are higher in adolescents from single-father

family compared to those from single-mother families. According to Bumpass & Lu (2017),

parental re-marriage experience is detrimental to children's well-being. The loss of social bond

between teenagers and their parents as a result of marriage breakdown is associated with bad

habits like gang life, drug use and crime.

Amato& Booth (in Demuth & Brown, 2013), opined that children whose parents have high-

conflict marriages are less well-adjusted than those living with happily married parents. Nye

citied in (Demuth & Brown, 2013), posits that parents influence their wards character through

direct control of behavior through restriction, supervision and punishment. He argued that

through indirect and internalized control, bond of attachment, they maintain psychological

presence in the mind of the child. Hirschi in (Dumuth & Brown, 2015), stated that there is high

correlation between teens attachment to their parents and confonnity to societal expectations. He

affinned that family structure bas significant effect on the criminal propensity of teenagers.

2.3 Crime and Business Patronage

The negative effect of crime also affects business patronage and growth. The World Bank (2003)

identified crime as a major impediment to starting a new business and discouragement to

, f isting ones The report opined that crime has a negative impact on

consumer s patronage o ex ·

d d lay both domestic and foreign investment that would improve

patronage and can eter or e

productivity and growth.

. 4) d that fear of crime will cause customers and entrepreneurs to

Green Baum & Titan (20 I , argue
. . .

• that experience a surge in criminal activity. They asserted

alter their routine act1v1t1es m areas

1

·

pact on solving the creation of new retail businesses.

that increased violence has the larges im
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small Business Project South Africa (SBP 2015)
.

. .

, , reported a correlation between reluctance and

unwilhngness to expand or patroniz b
·

e ª USmess can be attributed to fear of crime in such area.

Limited business operation time due t £
·

0 unsa e environment, and losses attributable to burglary

armed robbery and pilfering were accountable for lower patronage of the business.

,

In the Caribbean fear of crime ca
·

d' 'd
· ·

'
uses m 1v1 uals m Jamaica, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti

to avoid activities and locatio th t
· ·

ns a are perceived as exposmg them to risk of being victimized

by criminals (World Bank 2013) ¡
·

·
·

,
• ncreasmg attacks on tounsts especially in lonely spots, hotel

accounted for reduced growth in the tourism industry. According to World Bank (2003 ), the fear

of crime reduces the inflow of tourists and drives down both local and foreign investment in the

hospitality business.

Asiedu (2015) posits that countries with hlgh crime rate are more risk prone and as such

unattractive to foreign investors compared to relatively safe areas, cities or states. She opined

that, efficient legal system and a good investme?t frainework promote FDI while, corruption and

political instability and crime hamper it

Alemika (2017) asserted that crime and insecurity could undermine patronage which in tum

affects entrepreneurship zeal. A study conducted in Lagos by the University of Jos and Oxford

University (2006), established that high occurrence of crime in the city of Lagos discouraged

sorne residents from starting their own businesses. The high prevalence of criminal activities

appears to be a mitigating factor for intending buyers and also a discouragement for expansion to

existing businesses. Individuals were wary of crime related losses. Frequent cases of armed

robbery attacks, burglary, kidnapping and the seeming inability of the security agencies to

· satiety of investments con_
tributed immensely to a drop in the influx of

agencies to guarantee

potential buyers.

World Bank (2006) confirmed that criminal activities could have many adverse effects. It has a

, . h
· tment climate and can deter or delay both domestic and foreign

negal1ve impact on t e mves

· wth Crime in their submission, leads to higher cost of doing business,

mvestment, and hence gro •

1
different forms of security and divert investment away from

because of the need to emp oy

b
.

.

d d t' ·ty improvement.
usmess expansion an pro uc 1v1
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In a globalized world, investors are not only look· e h' h
. .

mg ,or 1g returns on theu mvestments but

also safe haven for their investment Thus ·

·
,

no mvestor whether local or foreign will be motivated

to invest in an unsafe and insecure environment (Witan, 2014).

2.4 Crime and Business Security Spending

The effects of crime on businesses can also affect the cost of securing a business. Fisher (1991),

established that crime, fear and disorder can negatively affect a neighborhoodbusiness area, and

that this has negative financial and operational consequences. Business owners were concerned

about social and physical disorder, customer safety, vandalism, theft, burglary and

attacks/robberies on staff and customers (Fisher, 1991).

The effects of crime on businesses can be particularly damaging because they can involve both

short-run costs and long-run consequences for development by diverting resources to crime

prevention measures (Francis, 2003). Crime increased security costs and also affects business

decisions in ways that are likely to affect output in the long run. This implies that profits will be

adversely affected in the long run because of poor output and increased cost.

According to the 2007 crime report in the United States, stolen office equipment alone totaled a

staggering $656,982,032. Burglaries on average cost businesses $1,989 and shoplifting cost

businesses an average $205 per incident. By 1991, cost estimates of crimes committed against

businesses reached $128 billion in direct costs (Thompson, 1992). With increased cost and loss

related to crime, business profits might be affected.

Peri (2004) stated that criminal activities have a statistically significant impact on the reduction

f
• • wth This he attributed to reduced output and loss of patronage due to

o per capita mcome gro •

• .
. t H ver Burnham (2004) reported that there is no clear crime-

cnme mfested environmen .
owe ,

.
. Id Bank (2006) affirmed that high crime rate has a negative impact on

growth relat1onsh1p. Wor '

•

d owtb Cardenas (2017) noted a significant negative

human capital accumulat10n an gr ·

. b
·

5 patronage. Mauro &Carmeci (2017) posits that crime

association between cnme and usmes

.

. ls With decreased patronage and crime related losses,

impacts negatively on mcome [eve ·

.
.

hi h chances of runnmg deficits.

businesses in crime probe areas have g
.
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peri (2016) argued that criminal activities have a statistically significant in reducing per capita

income growth investment in private security and technology, to reduce losses occasioned by

robbery, burglary and pilfering, increases the cost of doing business. However, Burnham (2004)

reported a no clear crime-growth relationship. In his opinion, it is not clear whether crime

impedes growth or otherwise. When crime rate is high, government injects more funds into the

security business; buying equipment's and so increases capital flow.

II

World Bank (2006) affirmed a negative effect_ of crime on human capital accumulation and

growth. Crime in their opinion leads to loss of output because of reduced hours of operation

(including the avoidance of night shifts) or loss of workdays arising from outbreaks of violence,

and avoidance of some type of economic activity.

Cardenas (2007) affirmed that there is a significant negative association between crime and per-

capita output growth. The prevalence of criminal activities affects economic growth negatively•

Mauro & Carmeci (2017) posits that crime impacts negatively on income levels. According to

Mohammad (2012), insecurity could cause reduced working and business hours leading to lower

patronage and Jess profit. In Maiduguri, business hours have been reduced from eight hours to

three hours due to heightened insecurity.

•
·

·

li , by the private sector is increased as a result of insecurity.

Cost of domg busmess especia ) .
.

h
. Id have gone into productive activities are channeled mto cnme

Funds that ot erw1se wou .

.
.

t uards security cameras (Okereocha, 2012). K1mou

prevention measures like pnva e g ,
.

.

d rate of crime in Coted'lvoire affects busmess profits

&Brempong (20 I 2), observed that mcrease
.

. .
. . . .

. f roduction. The increasmg cnmmal activit1es m a

negatively because of increase m the coSt O p
.

.
•

.

. ma drive firms to purchase protective services morder to

context of decreased poltce protectLon y

decrease losses from crime.
.

h d th t between 2005 and 2008 in Coted'lvoire, the

(2011) estabhs e ª

The small Arms survey '

. JOO¾ with an estimated annual turnover of
. rises mcreased by

number of private security enterp
. t ct their businesses from crime and the

. s end heavily to pro e
.

500 million dollars. Pnvate firms P
.

.

e ative correlation between high cnme rate

A such there 1s a n g

process incurs huge expenses.
s

f d
. business could reduce the profits.

. . Th increased cost o omg
and business profitab1hty •

e
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BankS can be especially vulnerable to criminal activity. Criminal activities ranging from robbery

and money laundering to A TM fraud will send banks scrambling to increase security measures.

0ne estimate indicates the costs of crime that businesses incur amounts to "69% after-tax

corporate profits" (Thompson, 1992). While vandalism incidents cost small business, Put another

way, a small business with revenues of $500,000 per year and a net margin of 5% would Jose

approximately
13.5% of their annual net profit.

Embezzlement may perhaps be the most serious crime affecting business profits, in that may

times the crime goes undetected for years. Embezzlement affects not only large business but

small business. government agencies and non-profit organizations. As so many instances of

embezzlement go unreported to police, experts can only estimate the extent of embezzlement

activity Thompson, 1992).

Costello (2013) reported that according to an estimate by the National White-Collar Crime

Centre, embezzlement may cost companies as much as $90 billion each year. An employee

working at the cafeteria of a state prison in Geqrgia reportedly skimmed $1.S million from the

cafeteria cash registers over the course of several years (Costello, 2003). In another Georgia

case, an employee stole $300,000 worth of postage stamps from the University of Georgia

· b J
t are assumed to have negative

(Costello, 20 ¡ 3). The losses attnbutable to em ezz emen

implications for business profits.

2.5 Crime and Business Sustainability

_
.

t t certain environmental factors. The World Bank

The survival of any business is contmgen °
.

·

t h t down of firms or relocatwn to less cnme
. Id cause a permanen

s u -

(2006) stated that cnme cou
.

.

1
f ·r 5 such as arson burglary,

. Businesses affected by cnmma ac 1v1 ie
.

,

prone areas or countnes. Id onstrue threat to their survival. 'This is

. uffer losses that cou c

robbery and so on are likely to 5
.

1
t of crime escalates it cuts into profit.

)
he asserted that as tie cos s

.

confirmed by Bressler (2010 ,

.
.

.

fi ted cities due to increased nsks to both

of collapse m crime m es

Businesses have higher chances
.

d h ffects of crime rates on firm performance

(2013) exanune t e e

life and property. Bates & Robb
d established that the effect of crime on firm

.

.

d States. The stu Y

at different locations m the Umte f d that firms that are concerned about

. The researchers
oun

perfonnance might be indeternnnate.
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criJnC
are no less viable than other identical fi

.

.

mns reporting that criminal activities h d
·

o!heí business.

ª no !Illpact

¡\ceording
to the United States chamber of

·

.

.

commerce (2016), crime may be a factor in as man

as thirty percent of all busmess failures Th
y

.

· ompson <2012), stated that cost estimate of crimes

against busmess reached $128 billion in dir 1 t A
.

ec cos · ccordmg to the 2007 crime report in the

United States, stolen office equipment alone totaled
•

.

ª staggenng $656,982,032. Burglaries on

average cost busmesses $1,989 and shoplifting c t b
·

.

os usmesses an average $205 per incident.

However, estimates are difficult to determine as many b
· ·

usmess cnmes go unreported for fear of

bad publicity and loss of investor confidence.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI, 2006), gave an estimate $652 billion as crime costs to

become unprofitable and susceptible to failure.

Awojobi (2014), the increased terrorist activities in northeast Nigeria informed the emigration of

foreigners, locals and strangers from the conflict areas. The migration occasioned by the

insurgency and violence led to loss of patronage. collapse and relocation of businesses. Folarin

(2014) posits that violence and crime impacts negatively on business survival. The incessant raid

on businesses, banks and markets by the insurgents in northeast Nigeria grounded economic

activities to a halt. Shiklau (2012) opined that insecurity and crime have negative implications on

business survival and growth. According to him. the closure of businesses could be attributed to

insecurity. The prevalence of arson, murder, abduction and kidnapping as such has negative

implications for business growth, viability and survival. In the opinion of Obaremi (2004),

businesses and other economic activities in northern Nigeria are already depleting due to a

Pole and •financial institutions from the region. Prevailing security

massive departure of

ha
f b ut 80% of industries t,,cated in Kano. while some

e Henges has led to closure o a O
•

.

b
· ¡ d ti cir businesses to ,,thcr parts ,,t the country. Tl1e Jvonan

usmessmen and traders have re ocate 1

.

.
. 012) reported thnt in 2tll4 alone. more than 10000 Jobs

Chamber of Commerce m (K1mou, 2 - ' _

.

, . rises clos,·d folh1wing harassment, violence and

were lost and about on hw1dred entei P '
•

aggregated assault.
·

.

·

idicut1:s 19\\\ of 1?rt'é'd instances of fraud

Th "fi d Fraud Examineis n , •

e Association for Cert! ie
. 'h !JS "lso 13% of sl\'!àll 'lmSinesses became

loyccs m t c - " ' '

occur in companies of 99 or fewer emP
·
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criDle
victiJils, yet less than half ( 483/c)

. .

• •

o mst1tuted any preventive
.

-""n why cnme 1s a major factor
•

measures. This could be a major

i:--
ID up to 30% of

11

.

Collllllerce,
2006).

sma busmess failures (U.S. Chamber of

A study by the University of Florida (1994)
.

th ft

exammed causes of inventory shrinkage and found

elllployee
e accounted for 42.1 percent and 32.4 percent to shoplifting and improper

paperwork.
Shoplifting affected 695 387 t .1

.

.

' re ai ers with an average loss of $194 per incident.

Also, the U.S. Small Business Administ fra 10n reports stock loss ranging from 1.3% to 7% of

sales. That means for a small business with sales f $l ·11·o nu ion per year, s tock losses may

account for as much as $70,000. The findings of the literature reviewed so far, suggests that

criminal activities could impact negatively on business growth.

2.6 Theoretical Framework

A theory is the bedrock of every sociology analysis, without which no sociological research

findings can be given a valid consideration. It is a set of assumptions or interrelated ideas which

enables one to explain and predict a phenomenon. According to Osuala (2015), a theory is an

attempt at synthesizing and integrating empirical data for maximum clarification and unification.

However, in these study tow theories namely, Differential association theory and Structural

strain theory of crime would be triangulated for better explanation and comprehension of the

phenomenon under study. The theoretical nexus explains why people engage in criminal

activities in violation of societal norms.

2.6.1 Differential Association Theory

·

• d't d t Edwin Sutherland. He proposed the theory in 1939.

Differential association theory 1s ere 1 e 0

The major tenets of the theory:

.
. t urtique or inherited. Most leanring of criminal

That criminal behavior is learned, it is no
.

.

.

. t' n with others. The prmc1pal part of learnmg

beh
·

•

1 t face 111terac 10

av1or takes place m ace O

al ps
When criminal behavior is learned, the

. . .

.

th' intimate person grou .

cnrmnal behavior occurs W1 m
. . h

. the specific direction of motives,

.

. f committing t e cnme,

leanung will include the techniques O

•

·

. f tives and drives is learned from the

.

ecific d¡rect1on o mo

Iationalization and attitudes. The sp
'f' t' 1 association may vary in frequency,

favorable.
D1 i eren ia

definition of law as favorable or un
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d1Jl8Úon,
priority and intensity. That the

.
.

al d
. .

process of leami , .

with crunm an anti-criminal patte
.

ng cnmmal behavior by associati
m mvolves all th .

on

¡earning.
1bat while criminal behav· .

e mechanism that is involved in any other

.

ior IS an expression of

e¡¡plaJlled
by those general needs and valu .

general needs and values, it is not

es smce, non-crimin l b h
. .

5aroe needs and values.

ª e avior 1s an expression of the

fundamentally,
the theory maintains th t d

.ª
• ev1ant manners can b ¡ d

. .

with deviants. It is helpful in eluc· d
.

e eame through mteract1ons

t atmg the role of peer influence amon d l'

in5ta11Ce,
if a person associates with devi

. . .

g e mquent youths. For

. Tor h h

ants, It ts highly likely that he/she will develop a deviant

behavior. oug t ese associations ·

r
,

one ts tkely to learn attitudes which will dispose them to

criminal behavior.

The theory posits that crime is not only f
· · ·

a process o 1m1tat1onrather criminal behavior is learned

through an interaction in a process of communication with intimate personal group. Socialization

plays an instrumental role in the development of deviant behavior.

ln contemporary Nigeria, this theory explains the cases of innocent convicts who after their

prison experience become criminals as a result of their association with hardened criminals in the

prison cells. It is relevant in explaining the influence of peer group as a factor responsible for the

prevalence of criminal activities in the society. It is believed that the influence of peer groups is

as important as that of parents. Gouws, Kruger & Burger (2008), assert that, adolescents spend

more time with friends and peer groups than with parents which affects their choices, decisions

and participation in anti-social behavior. According to Gowus et al. (2008), relationships with

peers are highly significant for self-concept formation and self-actualization during adolescence.

Thus, the process of socialization (e.g. Peer pressure)
offers a basic explanation regarding the

formation and exhibition of criminal behavior in the society.

Th h
. .

•

d
e -1 vera! shortcomings. lgbo (2007) criticized the theory for

et eory has been cnt1c1ze 1or I s se

'ts
·

.

· such as murder assault cases and rape which can be

1 inadequacy in explaining v10lent cnmes
'

_

•

, k' li d techniques to execute. The theory examines the

repulsive and do not require special
s 1

5 an .

I

'minais but does not expiam why people have

elll'lling b h' ch people
become en

process Y W 1 irne is learned but, does not state from whom the

associations the keep It also postulates
that er .

. .
.

y · • •
·

z d for being general and 1mprec1se, It failed to

first criminal learnt from. Theory is also cntJct e
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~1ée íntO account the opportunit·
l"1'

1es that are open to · ·

ç¡irtle.

cnmmals at the point of committing the

The theory however was also cr·f •

d
. di 'dual

I 1c1zed on the basis that I

actors
an m VI ly motivated Th' .

·
' peop e can be independent f ¡

. is notion of one bein .

ra wna

is debated- The theory does not take co
.

g ª deviant based on his environment

.
• •

gmzance of personalit t
·

suscept1b1hty
to these environmental infl

Y raits that might affect a person's

uences. According to T'tl

the theory places emphasis on how

1 e, Burke, and Jackson (2006)

a person develops a deviant b h
.

'

reason why such a person opts to b

e aviar but does not address the

ecome a deviant.

Nonetheless, irrespective of criticisms the h
.

'
t eory remams relevant in ex lai

·

th infl

peer group and other agents of soci·a¡· t·

P nmg e uence of

iza ion as factors 'bl
.

. •

al t·
. . .

responsi e for the mcrease in the level of

crurun ac 1v1t1esm our contemporary society.

2.6.2 Structural Strain Theory

The structural strain theory was proposed by. R obcrt. K. Merton in I 968. He borrowed the

ccncept of anomic from an earlier work by Emile Durkheim.

The basic tenets of structural strain theory:

Merton (1968), posits that there is a relationship between the particular type of behavior and the

social position of people engaging in such behavior. Crime is entrenched in the social system and

not inherent in the makeup of humans. According to Merton, social equilibrium exists when

satisfaction amounts to people who use institutionalized means to reach culturally approved

goals. When rules cease to be enforced in the society, it will breed a situation of normlessness or

anomic. However, individuals will respond to a situation of anomie in different ways and their

reaction will be shaped by their position in the social structure. He posited that two structures are

involved. The first is culturally assigned goals and aspirations
which are things that all individual

should want and expect of life including material ªnd non-material.

The
t ble means for achieving the goals and aspirations by the

second structure defines the accep a

so
·

. 1,
. and societal norms, hard work, honesty. Merton

ciety, for example obedience to aws

1

rn
•

.

'
•

ty share the sarne value ( cultural goals and

Ir
aintamed that all members of the socie .

.

.

ins·

1 )
for society to ma1ntam a normal function there

\
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1
be balance between the aspiration and th

·

111US
e means by h" h . .

t that the culturally d
.

d
w ic to fulfill such asp1rat1ons. It is

j¡t!¡,Ortan
es1re goals be ach·ievable by legitimate means for all social

c1asses.

str11ctural
stain theory states that the social struct

.

h.
.

.

ure wit m society may encourage citizens to

conunit crime. The theory focuses on both the ind' ·

d I d1v1 ua an structural strain. According to the

th ry crime is not inherent to the mak f h
• •

eo ,
eup o uman rather; it 1s the discrepancy between

ínStltutionalized
means and culturally approved goals that breeds crime.

However, since all members of the society are placed in different positions in the social

structure, they do not have equal opportunities of realizing the shared values. Crossman (2014)

stated that the origin of deviance and criminality could be traced to tensions caused by the gap

between cultural goals and the means people have available to them to achieve these goals.

When goals and means are not balanced, deviance sets in. people look for innovative ways to

achieve goals which are culturally approved using strange and unapproved ways in the process

(Charles, 2005).

In contemporary Nigerian society, there is much emphasis on material wealth as a sign of

individual worth. As such, there is a readiness to resort to illegal means for self-enrichment when

bl t ·1able The society is not overly concerned about the source of one's

accepta e means are no avai .
.

·
·

b d A rding to Merton (m Charles, 2005),

wealth rather questionable matenal 1s cele rate ·
eco

,

. resort to this means of achieving success because

members of the lower class are most hkely to

. f becoming successful. lt can be argued therefore,

of their limited access to conventwnal means O
• tl d' an y in legitimate

. N' aeria coupled with 1e iscrep c

that the high prevalence of poverty 111 1" '

.
•

·

e trend in the society.
. immensely to the mcreasmg cnm

opportunities for the poor contnbutes
. . th I everyone accepts the same cultural goals

Th
. . .

d 1) r the assumption
ª

.

e theory has been cnt1cize O

I d not describe many societies very

o achieve those goa s
aes

.

and that everyone is encouraged t .

•¡y to the goal of financial success

r seems to apply priman .
.

Well, In Nigeria for instance, the theo y
.

.

e of violence well. Smee men m

t expiam the cnm

and to crimes against property.
It does no

than women, it fails to account for the

.

I success more

Nigeria
.

1. d to pursue matena , Th M"=ists have also countered the

,

are socia 1ze .
.

. Nigeria.
e aw '

•
.

·

1
activities

in
. hr h their white-collar

111Volvementof women in enroma r by the ehtes t oug

. .
.

. x \oitation of the poo

lheory, m their opinion, it 1s the e P
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[inle (hat is hardly punished and th
e

.

e expropriation of the

thelll
to aggressive and criminal behavior.

commonwealth by the poor drives

'fl¡is
research adopts structural strain the o

.

.

ry and differential · •

analysis.
The chmce of these theories i

association theory as a basis for

. .

s that they offer explanato d
. .

00 the causes of cnme and cnminality Tl .

ry an analytical perspectives

. .
.

· ie theones offer a swift
. .

crime
and cnmmahty in contemporar Nº

. .

and dynanuc linkage between

Y igenan society.

for the purpose of this research, it is imp, f
.

?ra ive to argue that Merton's position of em hasis on

goals
and matenal success without legitimate

. .

P

. .

.

means of ach1evmg them reflects to the means of

acqwnng such wealth. This explains why i dº
.

d 1

.

.
. . . .

n !VI ua s who aspue to acquire material wealth

indulge m achvltles mcluding those defined s
·. .

1 ba cnmma s y law.

The strength of Differential association theory lies in its suitability for explaining crime as

caused by certain environmental factors. Crime in Gusau LGA can be attributed to peer influence

and companies' people keep. Banditry, kidnapping burglary and all other forms of crime are

perpetrated as a result of influences people get from others.

The relevance of structural strain theory to this study is that it draws attention to the possible

cause of crime in Gusau local Government Area of Zamfara State. Crime in Gusau LGA is

caused as a result of strain in the social structure of the State. In trying to achieve societal set

goals, people are likely going to find any means possible to do so. The society is not overly

concerned about the source of one's wealth rather, questionable
material is celebrated. According

to Merton (in Charles, 2005), members of the lower class are most likely to resort to this means

of achieving success because of their limited access to conventional means of becoming

successful.

l

\
l
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CHAPTER THREE

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

. haPter is concerned with Research de
·

.

'fbíS
C

•

. .

sign, study setting, population of study, sample size

¡jeteOlljnation,
samplmg techniques method of data collection, and method of data analysis

3.1
Research Design

The study will employ ª Survey research design with quantitative tools. A survey design is a

quantitative
research approach with emphasis on objectivity and use of systematic procedures to

measure
human behavior by using formal structured instrument to collect data from respondents

(Brink, 2016). The study adopted survey method in order to provide adequate framework for the

dala that examines the effects of criminal activities on businesses. It's considerably cheaper and

takes less time compared to other research methods/designs. Hence, the research tool will be

deemed to provide hard and objective facts abo?t the phenomenon investigated which could be

statistically analyzed and interpreted.

3.2 Study Setting

Gusau Local Government Area is located in the northwesternNigeria. It is the capital of Zamfara

h f 3364knl and the population according to populat10n

state. The local government as an area O .. f
.

e of the towns established during the Jihad 0

projection (2016) is 383,162· Gusau 15 on
. th thadoncebeen

11

.

t comprising of various towns a

sheikhUsman Dan Fodio. It wasª sma emira e
.

1
"Katsina ta Yarnma" or

. h kin ,dom of Katsma, name Y

part of the western section of t e g

d Katsina ¡11 the east, Bungudu in the

.

¡
It borders Chafe an

"Katsinalaka" before colomal ru e.
.

h S th Gusau sits just north of a line

d oansdau Ill t e ou .

West, Kaura-Namoda in the north an
d the main railway between Kaura-

d the town is locate on
.

drawn from Kebbi and Kano, an Talata Marfara and Funtua. Shana

da hig]nvay
between .

.

Namoda and Zaria and it is on a secon ry
ti then governor

Ahmed San1 (Yar1man
'

·
·

l 999 by 1e

Practice was first declared in the city 111
,·

, Mohammed Danbabawhich upgraded from

B
1 Emir, Alh. Kabir

d s
·

(Yariman Bakura).

akura). Gusau, city now has ar
. ,, er Governor A]une 3111

. Emir by 1orrn

district head Sarkin Katsina Gusau to
through Dandurne, kwaren

. basin which passes

S koto river d up to Kaura-Namoda. The

Clusau lies to the west on the O

ousau and Bungu u
· then to '

CJanuwa, Gidan Fakkan, Gidan Mala1I1ª1,
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r 111111

area
drives most of its drinking wate fr .r om these nvers A fr

fada!Oa5
and marshlands where sw .

· part om that, the rivers have small

.

amp nee, sugar Cane and k
. .

ousau serves as a ma.ior industri 1

·
'

mar et gardening are cultivated.

a center of northern Nº
. . .

groundnut
and tobacco processing te fl .

,gena. lndustnes m the city include

'
x I e manufactunng and tt

· •

in mining the deposits of gold and diarnon .

'

.

co on gmnmg. The city is active

.

ds m füe surroundmg countryside. Gusau is linked by

roads and a ratlroad to other cities in the r
. ., .

egwn, the city also has a regional airport. The city is

part
of the Hausa- Fulani cultur ¡

·

.
.

ª region of northern Nigeria. It has a substantial Muslim

populatJOn
and contains numerous m d

•

osques an Musltm organizations. Archeological evidence

sugge5!S
that Gusau was occupied by Old Stone Age (37,000-15,000years ago) people and many

quartz tools from this period have bee £ d
·

hn oun mt e area. Gusau once served as a leper colony. It

was not until the late 1960s that a modem textile plant opened in the town. A seed - oil mill and

soya bean- meal processing plant were also built. Besides cotton, cloth, and peanuts, Gusau

exports tobacco grown in the Sokoto River's floodplains around Talata-Mafara, (48 miles 77

northwest), chicken, and goats to Zaria. The town's Hausa and Fulani people also raise cattle,

sheep, donkeys, horses and camels and trade in Millet, Rice, sorghum, cowpeas, beans, and

floodplain- grown vegetables. Today, Gusau can be counted as one of the second largest town in

old Sokoto state. Within Gusau are number of entrepreneurs many of whom established modem

industries and factories. These however go side by side by the traditional occupations. Gusau

local government area is made up of eleven council wards namely Galadima, Mada, Madawaki,

Magami, Mayana, Rijiya ,Ruwan bore, Sabon Gari ,Tudw1 Wada, Wanke, Wonaka.

3.3 Population of Study

The target population of this study consisted of all entrepreneurs, business owners and business

·

G L ¡ Government Area who satisfied the criteria of owing or managing a

managers m usau oca

b
·

. ary 1· n ensuring rich and quality information. It also created an

usmess venture. This was necess

. gers who had been either victims or witnesses to criminal

avenue for business owners or mana

• . .
.

.
• e f based on ·experience

as on how crime affects buying and

actw!\1es to give reltable m1orma 10n

.

ulation and losses. Eliciting information from people not

sellmg, trading hours, profit accum
.

· d d b cause such information would be based on assumptions

mvolved in business was not a opte e

and as such unreliable.
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SaDlple Size Determination

c;ocbf811's
sample size determination formula was employed to determine the sample size for the

d This was because the actual number of businesses population of Gusau was unknown.
stU Y·

. Cochran's formula to determine sample size;using

Where, n= the sample size

th l Cted critical value of desired confidence level
7? esee

.

ted proportion of an attribute that is presented in the population
¡r the estrma

q= 1-p

e= is the desired level of precision

of95% and a degree of freedom of0.5

Using an approximate level of confidence

(O.OS)

!loo 3.84]6 X 0.25

0.0025

D¡pÜ.9604 = 384.16

0.0025

1v 384.16 approximately ill
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S8111Pling Techniques

""e studY was selected using multi-stag
.

'"
e samplmg te h

.

ling technique was used
.

I

.

c mques to select respondents. Purposive

saJ!lP
m se ectmg the council d

d
•

war · Gusau has eleven council wards

'fltese war s constitute the cluster of stud Th .

·

y· rough purposive sampling technique, six out of the

thirteen wards were selected for stud Thy. ese selected council wards are Galadima Sabon Gari

Tudun Wada, Mada, Magami and Ri" , Th'
·

'
'

.

' JI)ª· is is because these council wards are the major

business centers m Gusau Local Govern Ar
.

ment ea and they are notonous for criminal activities.

Out of the six wards, sixty-four (64) q t'
·

• •

ues 10nnaires were d1stnbuted to respondents in each

council ward, making it a total of384 respondents.

3.6 Method of Data Collection

Data was collected using questionnaire. A structured open and closed ended questionnaire was

used in gathering data. It consisted of standard questions eliciting demographic information from

participants; it captured the objectives of the study and enabled the exploration of the research

questions. The questionnaire for the study was wrilten in English Language and was tra11slated to

those who did not understand English language. Questionnaire was preferred for the study

because it had the capacity of covering wide range geographical area. It assured anonymity,

confidentiality and reduced cost.

3.7 Method of Data Analysis

D
·

·

1
ercentage Data was presented in the form of tables a11d

ata was analyzed usmg s1mp e P
· .

·

1 the end of each table for easy comprehens10n a11d to

percentages with plausible explanat10ns
a .

.

.

·

ns of the study. Also, data gathered from quest10nna1re

answer research questions and assumpllO
.

1
d and synthesized

to show areas of convergence

and semi-structured interview was incorpora e

b btained from the field work.

and divergence in the response to e 0

3,8Limitation of the study
tered numerous problems which indirectly

. f this research encoun

The researcher m the course O . was one of the major limitations to this

.
.

dent's cooperallon
!muted the project scope. Correspon h also had issues communicating effectively

.

ork the researc er

proJect. At the onset of the field w '

.

dc t their limited understanding of English

.

.

.

c extraction
ue o

WJ.th respondents of Hausa ethn1
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Finally, the period within which the data was collected was limited. However, the)3llgua

.

her was able to overcome the problem of communication with the help of a field¡eseaN
.

b h
.

. ce who was fluent m ot English and Hausa language.assistan
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CHAPTER FOlllt

DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONOF FINDINGS

This chapter consists of presentation. int.-rprdation and analyRis of data gathered from the field

during the course of this research. It cnmprisc:s three sections which are; socio-demographic data

of respondents, analysis of data, and discussion of findings. A total of 384 questionnaires were

distributed to respondents, however, only 274 were collected. Therefore, the analysis of data was

done based on the 3 7 4 respondents.

4,1 Socio-Demographic Data of Respondents

This section presented the socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents such as sex,

marital status, age, employment status, religion.

Variables

Age

18-25

26-35

36-45

46>

Total

Sex

Male

Female

Total

Frequency (f) Percent(%)

40

90

10.6

24.5

142 37.9

102. 27

374 100.0

247 66.0

127

374

34

100.0
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On sex, Table 4.1 above provided a swnmary of the distribution ofrespondents by sex. It showed
that 66.0% (247) of respondents were male while 33.9. %( 127) of the respondents were female.
This means that males probably own more businesses in Gusau as a result of the fact that
Zamfara State is a Shari 'a State, where women are not free to engage in outdoor activities.

On marital status, the above table showed that out of 374 respondents 53.4% (200) percent
representing majority were married. Respondents who were single were 25.9 %( 97).
Respondents who were divorced 5.0% (19) and widowers 4.5 %( 17) were the least. Respondents
who contributed the most to this research came from the married group. Tlús infers that most
business owners in Gusau Local Government area were family Men and Women, hence in other
to provide for their family members they had to work.

On religion, of the total 3 74 respondents in the above table, Islam had the highest frequency of
58.8 %( 220), followed by Christian religion 37.4 %( 140) and Traditional African Religion 4.3
%( 9). Tlús suggests that majority of the business owners in Gusau LGA were Muslims, because
Zamfara State is in the core Northern part of Nigeria where majority of the population practices
Islam

On employment status, the above table result showed that, 54.5% (204) of the respondents were

self-employed, 26.7 %( 100) were unemployed, and 14.7% (55) were employed while others

constituted 4.0%. This confirmed that majority of the respondents were either business owners or

workers in a business firm which was so as a result of the fact that the study targeted business

owners.

On Level of education, Table 4.1 above provides a summary of the distributed of respondents by

d
·

It h d that 8 2 %( 31) of the respondents had tertiary education, followed bye ucatton. s owe .

26.7% (100) who had no fonnal education.34.2 %( 128) had secondary school education, while

30. 7% (115) with primary school qualification while, This shows that a significant number of

respondents were not fully educated.
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4.2 Causes of Crime in Gusau Local Go Avernment rea

This objective examined the causes of crime in Gusau local government.

Table 4.2: Causes of Crime in Gusa u Local Government Area

SIN Causes of criminal

Activities in Gusau

High youths Unemployment

Poverty

Influence of friends

Family Background

Other factors

Response

Frequency (F) Percentage (%)

Agree Disagree

277 97 374

275 99 374

267 107 374

246 128 374

200 174 374

Sources: Field survey 2019

Table 4.2 above indicated that 74.1% (277) of respondents agreed that high youth unemployment

leads to criminal activities by youths in Gusau. While 25.9 %( 97) did not subscribe to this view.

Similarly, 73.5 %( 275) of the sample study agreed that poverty pushes youths to engage in

crime activities in Gusau, while 26.5 %( 99) of the respondents disagreed with this opinion. In

order to answer research question one, respondents were asked to acknowledge the effects of

high youth unemployment, poverty, friends and type of home influence on criminal behavior.

The summary of their acknowledgment is shown in table 4.2.above. 200 respondents agreed that

there are others causes of crime, while 17 4 disagreed.

It showed that majority of the respondents suggested friends influence with a high percentage

score of 71.4%, this was followed by high youth unemployment. This finding suggested that peer

influence, high youth unemployment, poverty'. and type of homes were the reasons behind
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criminal activities in Gusau LGA Th" fi d"
,

. is m mg conformed to Crossman (2014), he stated that

poverty and high youth unemployment are of origin of deviance and criminality.

4.3: Effects of Crime on Business Patronage

This objective examined the effects of crime on business patronage in Gusau Local Government
Area.

Table 4.3 Effects of Crime on Business Patronage in Gusau Local Government

SIN Effects of crime on

Business Patronage

Reduction in sales

Early closure of business

Response

Frequency (F) Percentage (%)

Yes No Total

268 106 374

220 154 374

Have your business grown

despite high crime rate?.

Do you think crime have

have affected your business patronage?

Others

211

250

204

163

124

170

374

374

374

Source: Field Survey 2019

In order to answer research question two, resporidents were asked to rate the effect of crime on

business Patronage. Table 4.3 shows that, 71.7% (268) respondents agreed that crime caused

reduction in sales; about 28.3% (I 06) disagreed. This suggests a strong belief that crime will

reduce patronage for business outlets. Also, 58.8 %( 220) respondents admitted that their

business had to close early as a result of high crime rate as opposed to 41.2% (154) who had to

close at their normal time regardless of hlgh crime. This suggested that most business

establishment in the area would likely have low patronage as a result of early closure, also
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66.8%(250) believes crime have affected their business patronage as opposed to 33.2% (124)
who thinks differently. This confirms the position of Green Baum & Titan (2004), who argued
that fear of crime, will cause consumers and entrepreneurs to alter their routine activities in areas

that experience a surge in criminal activity.

4.4: Effects of Crime on Business Security Spending

This objective examined the Effects of Crime on Business Security Spending in Gusau local

Government.

Table 4.4: Effect of Crime on Business Security Spending

Frequency (F)

SIN Crime and business security spending

Do you think your business

environment is secured?

Do you secure your business?

Do you think hiring vigilantes and the

use of CCTV cameras, help to secure business?

Is hiring extra security for your

business cheap?

Yes

106

276

265

136

Others 209

No

268

98

109

238

165

Percentage(%)

Total

374

374

374

374

374

Source:jield Survey, 2019

Table 4.4 shows respondents' perception on the impact of crime on business
securi?spendin?.

d t 71 7o/c (268) of them agreed that their business envuonment 1s

Out of a total of 268 respon en s, · 0

d d to 28 3% ( 106) who opposed. Also, a significant number of respondents
not secure as oppose ·
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73.8% (276) do use se.:urity t1.> guru-d t.ht-ir t>usiness. while 26.2 %( 98) of the respondents say

they don't secure their I:>?. A majority of respondents 70.9% (265) of respondent's
confirmed business \\'t>uld be m,>re s?·un? if vigilantes and CCTV cameras were used in

business environmenL 3t-A?. li 3M ,,fthe respondents believes that extra security is cheap, while

63.6%( 238) di;;agr«s. The imrlica1i,1n of this is that crime affect business profitability
adversely through excess security spending. Catdenas (2007) also affirmed that there is a

significant negative a.<-sociation t>etween crime and the cost of securing ones business. The

prevalence of criminal acthities atkcts economk gro\\th negatively. The findings of this table,

equally establishN that rrevalent criminal activities could result to unviable business

environment and loss of rrotic

4.5: Effects of Crime ou Business Sustainability

This objecti\·e examined the Effeds of Crime on Business Sustainability in Gusau local
Government.

Table 4.5: Respondents perception of the Effects of Crime on the Sustainability of

Businesses

SIN Crime and business sustainability

Criminal activities results to business

Failure

Criminal activities affect business success

Business continue despite been burgled

Insecurity leads to business closure

Yes

241

265

137

236

Frequency (F)

No

133

109

237

138

Percentage(%)

Total

374

374

374

374

Source:field Survey, 2019

d t, luation of the impact had on business sustainability was
Table 4.5 above, respon en s eva

.

•

d h t
· and insecurity could occasion

summarized. 241(64.4%) of respondents opme t a cnme
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business failure compared to 133 (33.6%) of rcspom.lcnls who thought othcrwiNc. 112 /f,6%) of

respondents agreed that business could collupsl' dul, lo hurglurics. Also,236(63. I%) r,f

respondents agreed that insecurity would lead to husinl,ss closure while, 265 (70.9%) which was

majority confirmed that criminal activities would uffect husincss success. This suggests that

criminal activities do have significant negative impact on husincss sustainability. These findings

concurred with Shiklau (2012); he established that insecurity and crime have negative

implications for business survival and growth. According to him. the closure of businesses could

be attributed to insecurity. The prevalence of arson, murder, abduction and kidnapping a, such

has negative implications for business grov.1h, viability and survival
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Ways of Reducing Crime on Busine?? in (,u?au I ,11r11I f ¡111 M tlftll>HI1.6.1

This section of the research interrogated ways In r,.·dun· t·1i11w 1111 h1Htir•:o 111•/l///f,,

Local Government. Respondents were asked of wlml rn11ld 111· dn111• t11 11<1111?•

businesses in Gusau.

Ways of Reducing Crime on Business in Gusau Loral (;11H1·11111Ntf

Ways of Reduce Crime on

Business Activities in Gusau

Improved security

Job creation

Skills and empowerment programs

Good family upbringing

Others 42

Total

Frl'QUl'ncy (I<')

106

98

82

46

374 lM#

Source: field Survey, 2019

Table 4.6 above, respondent's evaluation of W,1y? 111' lfrd1wí11t1 , '111111• 1111 \Ih, ,,_.,,,,, :, , ?,.,.,i
Local Government was summarized. 28.3'1/,,( 106) oi \l',?P"'"k111s ,1¡1111,,,l 11\,11, 1,,1,., 1,, ,.,,,,.:.,,,,,,,
can be reduced if security is beefed up.2ú.3'¼, ('Jtt¡ ui l<'o¡111111h•1111, l•l'li1·1>·,l 1\\I, 1,r, , .. ,,.,1,.,.
the area of study will help reduce lhe inei,k1w,, 111 ,:11111,, ,111 /111·,111,,.,,,, ,

, '''\<? •\ ,,

respondents opted that the creation of skill u11,l ?11111l111111H1i 11111¡,1,1111, i\l; \\>,ah ?,,,;
unemployed people in the area of study will signillnmlll' 11.;/11 h1 IHI\\\'\ , 11111, 1\\\ hi-.;11,,w \\'1!\
12.3%(46) believed that good family upbringing. wj/11¡¡:/p IH/Ih;,. Hill\1 \\\\ \11\,\\\\"c1. ,,1 ii\ M,,,:.,
GusauLocaJ Government Area, while I J .2(42) ol/wr ij,11·? ?,;,H,ii iH\,111\\•

/fil



4.7 Assumptions

Assumption 1

4.7.1 Crime does not have any Effect on Business Activities in Gusau LGA.

Business activities

Crime Frequency (F) Percentage (%)

Affect 290 77.5

Not affect 84 22.5

Total 374 100.0

Source: field Survey, 2019

From the findings of the study, it is of no doubt (hat crime was a major impediment or hindrance

to business activities, and it had significant effects on businesses in Gusau Local Government

Area. Majority of the respondents agreed that crime affected the growth, sustainability and

security spending of business outlets, and if not addressed properly, it could lead to the

permanent closure of businesses in Gusau. From the table above majority of the respondents

(77.5%) agreed that crime had a significant effect on business activities as opposed to 22.5%.

The findings of this study far disagreed with the assumption that "Crime does not have any effect

on business activities in Gusau Local Government Area. As such, it should be noted that crime

does have a significant effect on business activities. Therefore the study assumption one should

be debunked.
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Assumption 2

4.7.2 Crime does not have any Effect on Husiness Sustuinnhlllly,

Crime
Business Sust11i11ubility

Affect

Frequency tFl Pc-1wnt11f(l' ('1/,,)

299 80

Not affect 75 20.0

Total

Source:field Survey, 2019

374 100.0

Sustainability of business has to do with the continuity or survival of a business. From lte

findings of the study, through the views of respondents. it was observed that crime ? ;;.

significant effect on business sustainability in Gusau Local Government Area. \fa_i,xüy cf :::e

respondents agreed that crime had significant effect on business closure, sllf\·ival and ,,,rr?:.::::,.

This may lead to the relocation of business outlets from Gusau, to safer areas. The ii.P.J.::-'=-, .:::·

this study therefore disagreed with the assumption that "Crime does not haw ,my eff,?: ,1=

business sustainability in Gusau Local Government Area. As such. it should l? th'k'-1 11'..:1: -?-:?x

does have a significant effect on business sustainability. Therefore the· stn,1? a,-.,11111¡-:i,,: :w ..

•

should be debunked.
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4.s
Discussion of findings

'fbis section is concerned with dis
.

cuss1on of major find·

.,,.. ""effects of crime 00 b?;nes
. . . .

mg, bM<d 00 '" re_,h objectiws

s activities m Gusau Lo I

-

ro fm,_ort Aw> of ZamJiu•

4.8.1 Factors Responsible for e
. .nmmal Activities in Gusau LGA

The findings of this study revealed th t
.

.

a cnme ts caused by the high rate of youth unem lo ent

and poverty. Unemployment especially
•·

p yrn

among youths leads to antisocial behaviors such as·

?••'"'.'
of s<ree< ,hildseo. ;n,ol,=m< of ym,ilis ;, "°"' ooofücts ,rui so oo. n,;, ,..,;

agreesw1thUNDP(2016)
wh'ch ·t th ¡

.

'
1 poSI s at ack of employment opportunities in the Niger Delta

was highly correlated with th h' h
·

·

de 1g met ences of youth restiveness and conflicts.74.1% (277) of

respondents agreed that high youth unemployment leads to criminal activities by youths in

Gusau. While 25.9 %( 97) did not subscribe to this view.

Similarly, 73.5 %( 275) of the sample study agreed that poverty pushes youths to engage in

crime activities in Gusau, while 26.5 %( 99) of the respondents disagreed with this opinion. In

order to answer research question one, respondents
were asked to acknowledge the effects of

h;gh youlh u,omp\oym,o<. po,erty,
&;cods ?d syp< of homo ;nflo- oo aim;s"'1 res,,,;,,,

This finding was also substantiated by Somaya (2011 ), who affirmed that among young women,

\?k of ,mp\oymool opportuoitiea
ruo ,ootribo"'1 SO i,?e,siog fomioiwrion of poYertY \l h$

,lw oowcrogol p,ossiluúoo
os , -• of sun'i,a\ io _,,,, rn-• ?d cilios. Tshaiclol•

(20\4), eqo,!ly ,ffürned <ho< tl,cre is , si8"iftom< reiaúooshiP hcl- =m,1oymem md oim•

ps<',l'°" io K-·ro<• pro,(ooo
of Soolh Afri"· g;ruira< fioAfogs in s,OID by lhe B=• of

Crim• ss,risúos ,od Rosemoh, BOSCAR (2015). posi<s .,_ "'''°"'º''°"" ooused higho

pro,•rtl' wd ,iol"'' ,ri= ra"'· Th< report iodioo<d m; <he ,IT"riw p<h lo criroO P""""''°

,od "'"'"°' is pso,iSoo
of emp\oyrnsml

wd ow"'11 imp"""""'' lo =;,, w,,\fore, [bis

;,op\ios
,hat ,hes< U , positiW

-1,tion betW"' "'""p\oymoos ,rui aimio,l ?ú#ios

particularly,
property

crime.

'"""' p\,ys ' ,;goifi<"" rol• "'"'"" "'' "'""' behiod ,rimirusl ,ctMfiOS. TI< '""' by

1

t. fy their material wants and fulfill societal expectations
amidst unequal

peop e to sa 1s

. . lt t d v·ance Charles (2014) concurred that people look for innovative ways

opportumttes
resu s o e 1

·
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to achieVe goals which are culturally approved using stran

,charles,
2014).

ge and unapproved ways in the

\

process

finally,
the study confirmed that farnil

.

.

.
.

y structure plays a signifi t l
.

""'"'b<ba?O<. Tins positioo w

"" m' m d< d=lopmo,t of

as supported by the findi f

.i,o ?W,lishol fu,t child<eo who '
.

ogso H..., &Mcl.wrao (1998),

grew up without their biolo ical £ h
.

;,o? more likely ro comm ita .

h

g " '"" the home - """

cnme t at led to incarceration than hild
.

.

,_ findiog by W,wn S &

' = from mtart fum<li?

t
.

.

• awyers Larson (l 995), posit that children of divorced parents are

up o six times more likely to b d r

d

e e mquent than those from intact families. Most of the

respon ents agreed that the t f
.

na ure o family structure is significant in determining criminal

behavior.

4·8·2 The Effects Crime on Business Patronage

From the study, it was observed that a combined experience of armed robbery attacks and

vandalism could discourage further business patronage.
71.7% (268) respondents agreed that

crime caused reduction in sales; about 28.3% (106) disagreed. This suggests a strong belief that

crime will reduce patronage for business outlets. Also. 58.8 %( 220) respondents admitted that

their business had to close early as a result of high crime rate as opposed to 41.2% (154) who had

to close at their normal time regardless of high crime. This finding is in agreement with Alemika

(2007), who ??cted ilis< ,rim• and '"""'"" wo\J be w,donnioiog ¢'"""'' ?,

com-?==''' ?,t. R,sporulenS
w,? "m' w woüo°"' P""°"""' ""'.,,poienoing •-

robl«Y ,.,,,, ,nd senda\ism. ¡,urlh• fin<lings ,q?lly w,eol•d ;,,¡crime,=?• ilid a!W

,0m,al bosin<SS ,ootlno. This oonfum• füo positioo of°""' s,,m & Ti? (2004), WM mg,,.d

that fear of crime, will cause consumers and entrepreneurs to alter their routine activities in areas

fü• ?porienc• , '""'' in .;romo! ,otl?IY· Cml<WS ,nd o1hm socmilY m=""' m check crime

often kod.• W Jess o pcrstl<>nol
h••• fo< bwinras fun«. Foo of •""'' is eqmllY ,ttrit,orablo fu<

¡0_, p""'"''' ,t olghi ,nd cUIY cloo=s fo, hosi""' fi<""- lo ihe oody, mo• re-

ofllnned ¡b,rt ihci• ""'°"'º' ho•" ru>sc - '°" m ¡,re,olwre
of criroioal ,cti?ti• in ihW

,w,s. Mo• "''°º""" ,úfrrmn<l ih'1 thcio º""""' rn>ms hos• red-' d? lo ,rimmol

activities.

[;
I
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-4-8--4 £.f[ect of cnme on Business Sustainabili?·

\
Th< -- -•- U,,< b"'itl6' @l=' w«ld be etrib<rted lo ,ri- ,e[isitl?• B?i?=

l"""" in """' P""" - ? S«h ru>,·, little ,_,, of -'"l o,ori=• This =

-oi b> world - t2006l. Ih" crime ,mdd ""'' , __ , a,md<>= of furoS m

,.- w less °""' P""" - ? ,mm<rl?· "?"'"''' "'""' hy """"l ,cti?ti" '""

6 _., l,ngl,<)', rob1«Y ,nd s<> oo "'likclY lo •- l""'' lh,l oo«ld oo"""" """''°[hei<

- 11,0 o-""" by-"' (2007), he -oi fu,l ? ll« oosS of- - ii

... - ,.,... - ,_ high« cl,.¢ of roll..., itl - - cid" °" lo

...- ,;,t, ,o ..... life _,, """"' Ho•'"'' ·- & Robb 900&), difi«ed itl lhci<
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111111¦--

? ? <"'i!'Íl'IOO thal the d)C\'.\ ,,f ,

.

.

1.:nmc on firm performance m·
.

--"""'"""' '"'' fimw '"",

,gh, be mdct=i?<.

1,..

• • re concerned about
·

? furltS rer--"'ron? that -:1iminal actiYili,. I ·I .

cnme are no less viable than other

e? 1ª' no nnpacl on business.

1be
l111Ítoi Sutes ,hambcT ,,f commerce tlOló), 'k

.

-
:

. ""
.

.

,le nowledged that cnme may be a factor in as

-. as? ¡-,e.,..:nt ,,1 al\ bus111css failures Al. Th

.

.

• · so. ompson ( I 992) stated that cost estimate

of crones sgLnSl "t-u;.mc;.;..:5 rcachccl $1 '8 hillio
.

d.

.

.

~ 11 111 irect costs. According to the 2017 crime

¡tpOl1
m me l nitcJ ,,ate, ·t ,1, ff

.

.

· · · ·
'' '"w '" ,qmpmo" àooe wtoled, """"''' Só5C9'2,032

Burglanes ,,n a,cra.::e ,,,;.t 1:-usincss ·s $1 989 d h ¡·ft·

-
-

· ? •
an s op 1 mg cost businesses an average $205

per
ineider\L

Awojol-i 1 :,)1 _. 1 :,fñm1cJ that the increased terrorist activities in northeast Nigeria informed the

etnigrati0n 0f foreigners. locals and strangers from the conflict areas. The migration occasioned

b?- the insurgency :md Yiolence led to loss of patronage. collapse and relocation of businesses.

The incess.ant raid on businesses, banks and markets by the insurgents in northeast Nigeria

gro?dol ,-,,omic ,c,i,iües ,o, lwh. The ,icw ,cs ?rnoded by Ob_,¡ (20041, ,e«mJiogly,

businesses and other economic activities in northern Nigeria are already depleting due to a

_,,, depart"" of people ?d fmmci>I iorti,oüoos from <ho re,;oo. p,?,m,, "'""cy

"""'"'" h? led ,o dos?• of •"""' 80% of Odos'"" <ouwl lo K-- while wroo

1rusm,?m'" ?d <rad"" h-'' rel,?,ol ih<U bosio5"' 'º ""'' ¡•rtsofiho oo-· Th•''°""

Ch,mb<< of c,mm=' io (Kim"• 20121, reported ih" m 2004 ,I@<. more - 10000 jobs

- ,.,. _,. "''°"' 000 hood,od "'"'"'" dosed foll=i•S -""'"'• siol- ,rol

aggravated
assault.
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND RECOMMl<:NDA'IIO?!,

'j1¡is
stud)' sought to find out the effects of.

.
.

Go-ent Are• of Zamf= s,,i, Th°

cnmc °" hos,oess ,-,i,if,? "' '"""' I""'

.

· " chaple, thmfo<e, somm?ia, fu< (-'
.

work, gives conclusion and the implica( f h

I mgs of th1s

10ns o t e result as well as rccommendatírm.?.

5.1 Summary

The primary
aim of this stud)' wa, t

,

• h
s o exam me t e effect of crime on business activíúes in (}usai.I

Local Government Area The stud b •¡

.
.

.
y w,s "' I MoMd fo? objecti,es; ili< obj<ctl"' .....

identify the causes of criminal activities in Gusau LGA, to examine the effect of crime on

business patronage.
to examine the effects of crime on business security spending and to assess

lhe effect of crime on business sustainability in Gusau LGA. The study was anchored on two

assumptions.

In duplo< two, b«?rn« ,e,icw ,boot the"""' oi crime, Crim< Md lmsin= _.,.,, Crime

ood b"sincss "'°"rity, Crim< Md b"siness ms<ainability.
"'°'"' ?o?d the objecti= of<h•

srody Diftécential aswcioü oo \hOO\Y ood s,mc<oral ;train ,hcmy ""' ""' as cbe ,.,;m

theoretical perspective
to facilitate our understai1ding

of the research topic.

In ,hap\o< th,?. ri« methodology
of'\< s<odY was ""tbned ?da obis s<ction. s"mey ""=h

desio• w? "sed a,lopted and , ,..,1, S.< or Jl\4 ,,,,,,m,n<s - -'• osing ,bocl<M's

?up\e si,c ,ktcMi?bon foMol• was ?,d b,,..,,, <be """'' popmatiM
of b"-"' W

Gwmo was m1l<n•W'· Q"estionnOON
w,s ,,,d as tbc pcim,cy

iastr="' fo<'"' rollecti=-"'

simple percentage
techniques was used to a11a\yzethe data collected.

Jn ,b_ foo<, ""'?u?ted w,s p<-"'1 io t,bles, "'' w,s -'""'"' =hi< the""'"'"º

"""'"'"'' ?,N ,bo"' Jh< ,freei of ct iro< ou bosioeSS ,ctisities in °""'" L?• I Jh,s-em

Area.
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I

5,1
s11111llllll"Y

of the finding

'(he
f¡ndings

of this study include the foll
•

owmg:

esuses
of crime in Gusau LGA th d

'

e stu Y found out that e
·

.

_,ioy,nrol, Po""''• 1"" influ?ce f ·¡

nm< " """' by yo,th

,
ami y structure among other Th d

¡bat
Criminal activities discouraoe in t

.

s. e stll Y also found out

" ves ors; cnme prone areas r

-'"" in business ,enture com d
.

""' m°"' ,Rly "' "'"""' litil<

.

1"" '° sof« =,ro='""· 11< study ,loo fouod 0m th,!

business profits are negatively affected

.

.
· .,

" ' ,e;ul> of "P'"''" w,,ri>y spo>ding ,ouoo by

c¡Jllllm11
attacks such as armed robb b 1

.

.

.

«'/. u,g ?,sand ;o °' u,,tly• Ih< study fo@d ""'ilim tl<

survival of a business become d' fl:i
.

s more 1 icult m a pervasive
crime environment.

5.2 Conclusion

[>owing from fu< findiogs or >he s>udy, <hmugh >he use of serondary 00on,, of da>• ro\leotioo

this conclusion was made.

1he main obi"""' of this ,rody wos >o d,re?ine >h• ,ffcc<s or c,ime oo 1,oSness ,cti?ties m

Gosou \,GA. Fum >"se=h ,-,ions guided >h< ;,ody. We used •=•Y mclhods m go<hc> d>h>

md found tb<rt, the upw,ge in crime is indeed , oodol problem
This is dne ID 1i. imm""'

neg»is< conse<\nences
on >he business eosimnnreo>

\l h,s dism""'"d \,ses>meo• uod" snob,

,mp\oymen> opp o rtoo ities, leo d >o d«"'scd product\ ole sod P"'b>s fo, nn,,s oo,d h,s

ronttibu«d di>"edy and ,,wwise ,o Ih• ro\lap? oo,d fail= of ms,Y bOS¡_.,s '""'bli•-

This uop•I"""''° ,¡,?tluU MS jropsnli?d
>ho ""°ºmie grow>h of o=u LGA md >be s>sk ,1

large.

5.3 Reconnnendations

Tb< fo\luwing _.nncud.rti""
= rustle ou tbe bosis of \IIB ñodings O.> em&g<d rn,m >be

study.

J.
There ;huuld b< c<>"°"rtod

, ffurt by gos=mon>
>o oddress lho probI ,m of yrnrth

un&nplu y,nen'
in ,i, c<> ,ntry. To '°"'"'' tl,is, io perti=' m oo"' >ho> gooe<m-

,1 oo< _,, """' jobs
bo-"• ,hey ,un coro- joh """'°" through

pubtidpri""'°
P""""'bip

¡,,oi•ti"" ."""""
en•b\ing "°",-,u> fm moes•-•
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2.

3.

for ex.ample, provision of cffü:icn\ S\'l'Ul"\I v 1

•

.

, kY? 1111. • tlli1 ui 111f1,..•)1wJ111• ji};. ...,...,i,t,

roads, enacting the righl laws 10 pnilcl'l llllll h,rn?t hu?ltw?,,.,?

Poverty alleviation should be 1,urs 1• l

,

1.

,

·\Cl Ill II l'CII 1?\tl, 1111111tict ?/111 1w,t 1;1)/IVAI,.,.; !:,kill

acquisition should be incuk11\cd in school curri?11l11111 ill 1111 l,:•1•:h I l,,t ,;;Li .-A¡wp

beneficiaries with requisite km1wlcdgc 10 crculc wculth u11d tll: wlt-t?ll,llfJÍ ,4.}l,,;,.

social intervention measurc.:s must he in place \n assist the MK;íally ,J¡,..;¡j•,,.,,...i?-

Parents must check the company kept by their ward. ·1he ínfl?.a of Ir.id f?t;

from the study has great impact on \he acquisition of deviant chllfactel' ar..& -? ?

it's imperative that parent's guide their children properly ín making the rígbl ?-

4. For any community. state or country to it must be able to generate mianal te'?

and jobs for its citizens, in this light, the government
and all re\e·,ant ?

must lock horns with the identified causes of crime in Gusau Local GoverJ]Illelll Area.

if the state must grow. This is because Criminal activities discourage jn,·esW[S. Crime

P""' ,re?"" m"" likely >o wó<""' \iUle ¡"ws<m?• iu b?i•= '"""'" -

to safer environments.

S. F ina\\Y. 1' is recomm'"'"' >ha< go "mmn•C sba"ld i m?' i, ill' """""' "' d<

naú•"•s ,?"ri'Y syswms
cu baos' chcic espacie, ?d ellkiMS Aim="'"' .,d,&

motivated security workforce will go a long way in reducing crime rate.
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APPENDIX I
A

Questionnaire on the s
·

l

·

1
.

ocio og1ca effect of cnme on business activities in Gusau.Department of sociology

Faculty of social science

P.M. B. 1001 Gusau

Dear respondents,

I am a final year student of the above department currently undertaking a research on thetopic: "Analysis of tite Effects of Crime OJt Business Activities inGusauLGA ". I wish to request
that you supply answers to the questions as truly as possible to enable me complete the research.Be informed that this research is purely an academic activity and in partial fulfillment of therequirements for the award of BSc. Degree in sociology. All information given shall be treatedwithin strict confidence. Your honest responses will be highly appreciated. Thanks for youranticipated corporation.

t::1
1

Yours faithfully

ABIKA CHINEDU H.

APPENDIX II: Socio-Demographic Characteristics of Respondents

Instruction: please tick [ ?¡ where appropriate

J. Age

Sex· Male ( ) Female ( )
.

2· ·

. .

d ( ) Divorced ( ) Widow ( ) Widower ( ) Separated ( )
Marital status: Smgle ( ) Mame

..

3 ·

hri
.

'ty ( ) Islam ( ) Traditional Rehgwn ( )
. . Affiliation· C st1an14. Rehg10us ·

( ) U employed ( ) Self-employed ( ) Otherstu Employed n5. Employment sta s:

specify
. .

t ( ) Trading ( ) others specify _

.

( ) ClVll servan
Occupation: Busmess

1. ( ) Primary ( ) Secondary ( ) Tertiary ( )

6.

N formal educa ion.

al qualification: 0
7. Educat10n
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NDIX 111· , ..

• ?11,·tor N

1·1•?1m11?U,f¡, t111 e

h v
, , htw 111 ,;,u:iu LGA

g . outh un,•111plo\ .

.

A
. llh111

,·,,1111if1111,,,
. gree\) B Ir,

. ,t,.c,1mtratcinGu LG
.

is.i?.1,·,·
(

)

sau A.

Jverty influences. pc·npk- lo l'IIII .
•

•· Agree ( ) 13
.

1111111111//, crime

. •

·
I )1sagrce ( )

amlly Background e· h
.,Ill e a /actor that infl • .

. .

\. Agree ( ) B D'.
uences cnmmal behavior

• 1sagrcc ( )

,nfluence of friends is re .

A A .
.

spons1blc for crime rate in Gusau LGA.
· gree ( ) B. Disagree ( )

PENDIX IV: Effect of Crime ·on Busmess Patronage in Gusau L.G.A

Have your business sales reduced as a result of crime
.

.

m your present location?
Yes ( )No ( )

. Do you close your business outlet earlier as a result of crime

Yes()No()
+. Have your business sales grown despite the high rate of crime

Yes ( )No ( )

5. Do you think crime have affected your business patronage

Yes ( )No ( )

APPENDIX V: Impact of Crime on Business Security Spending

I 6. Do you think your business environment is secured?

Yes( )No()
17. Do you secure your business?

Yes( )No()
JS. Do you think hiring vigilantes and the use of CCTV cameras help to secure business?

Yes( )No()
19_ Is hiring extra security for your business cheap

Yes()No()

•
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APPENDIXVI: Effect of Crime on Business Sustainability

-

r
t

20. Can criminal activity result to business failure?

Yes()No()
21. Can crime affect the success.O of your business?

Yes()No()
22. Would you continue your business despite been burgled

Yes()No()
23. Can insecurity lead to business closure?

Yes( )No ()
24. What can be done to reduce crime on business in Gusau Local

Government .

¦

25 Other comments ..

(I

¡

'
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