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CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY

Nursery education is the education given in an educational

institution to pre-school children before the age of formal entry to

primary school,

It is the education given in an educational institution to children
between 3-5 years of age, prior to the age of formal entry to primary
school. Nursery education is conducted in a place called nursery
school. 1t is a place of learning where children of pre-school age 3-5
years old stay usually for half of the day and being guided by a
teacher. Here, children are provided with supervised activities away
from home where they can begin to learn how to cope with their
feelings and enjoy interaction between adults and children outside
their own families before entering the primary school. The children are
provided with a stimuiating environment which enriches their cognitive

domains and skills.
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Similarly, the pupils are also provided with opportunities of using

vaﬂes of equipment and materials not usually found at home., The
nursery  schools periods is looked upon as a period of carefil
preparation for happy and fruit social integration into the primary
school. The school seeks to examine learning experience along the
usual modern lines to form a sound basis for a more formal education.

According to Rousseau (1963) ushered in a new era states that
early education must not impose its own value on the child but must
let the child learn through discovery and exercise of his own body and
senses. Maria Montessori continued the trend of educating the young
child by regulating his sensory motor interaction with selected objects
in the environment.

A central set of suggestion about this approach was that the
child is an active inguisitive organism who can discover knowledge
through guided exercise carried out to improve his senses and his

body.
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It is generally takes as true nowadays for parents to give their
children some from pre-primary education between the ages of 3-5

usually in an institution designated for that purpose.

It is after such a pre-primary education that the child proceeds

to primary one.
1.2 STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEMS

The research intends to outline the impact of nursery educatior
on the academic performance of pupils in Akoko South East Local
Government of Ondo State.

Some people are confused about the essence of education and
the motives for the much importance attached to this type of
education by parents and all the energy expanded in depositing and
picking up their children every day at nursery school compound. It is
essential to look at what nursery education is all about.

This study is therefore carried out to find out whether nurser,

education laid solid foundation for a child's performance in orimary
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school and to compare the performance of nursery school pupils in
primary schools with those without nursery education.
1.3 RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The researcher has for purpose of this study formulated the

following research question:

1. Is nursery education necessary?

2. In what age should child have nursery education?

3. What group of parent sent their children to nursery school?

4. Do nursery school pupils have any advantage over-non nursery
school pupils in intellectual development.
PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
The purpose of the study is to find out the impact of nursery
education on pupils performance in the primary school in Akoko South
East Local Government Area of Ondo State.
To find out whether nursery education lay solid foundation for a child’s

performances in the primary schools.
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To find out the class of parents that send their children to
nursery school and if their social studies affect the pupils peiformance.
To find out whether nursery schools pupils have advantage ove*-
non nursery schocl pupils. To find out if pupils who have nursery

education perform better then.

Those without nursery education in most subjects at the primary

school level.
1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study is of great importance to some people as it will enable
them to know the essence of nursery education and the reason for the
much importance attached to it, thereby raising the standard of
education of the children,

It will also help people to examine and identify whether nursery
education laid foundation for child’s performance in primary school.

It will also help people to examine and identify whether nursery

education laid foundaticn for child’s performance in primary school.
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1.6 BACKGROUND TO THE PROBLEM

According to .B. Singh (2007) Nursery Education is also referred
to any systematic programme in which young children participate
before they do enter into primary schools that is designed to promote
children's social-emotional, academic, linguistic, and literacy skills, and
health and above all well being.

L.M. justice and C. Vukelich (2008) the first five years of life are
highly significant. What children learn and feel during this time,
particularty about themselves will be foundational to the rest of their
life, At this stage a child develops good relationship with the people
around him.

According to J.E Hightower (1999) Nursery Education is the first
step in child’s educational journey.

Early childhood experts have the opinion that attending high quality
pre-school programmer helps to promote children’s social and
emotional development and prepare them for kindergarten and

beyond studies have shown that children who attended quality early
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education programmes are more likely to have better test scores and
grades.

D.B. Gardner (1964) said Nursery share with parents the
responsibility for promoting sound growth in a period when growth is
rapid and important. Children come to nursery serve endowed with
Inherent potentials. These potentials serve children in their progress
from sensory experience to perceptual experience and to the
acquisition of concepts.

The protected environment of nursery schools allows children to
orient themselves gradually to the realities of their world, by
encouraging their expression of fantasy through day. A well planned
environment can direct children into acceptable behaviour, emotional
equilibrium, integrated development and progressive learning.
Gardner summarized that children between 3 and 6 need a school
experience that contributes to all aspects of their total development in

_effective programmes for young children’s whether they are called day

care, or qualified personal which contributed to that total
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development. Education which is given group settings to the age of
round about three up to five years old children is called pre-school
education.

Pre-school education is designed to investigate and assist the
mental, physical, emotional, linguistic and also social upbringing.

Different psychologists, educationists and policy makers have
given different names to this type of education namely; nursery
school education, kindergarten education and pre-primary education
etc.

Pre-school education is also referred to any systematic program
in which young children participate before program in which young
children participate before they do enter in primary school that is
designed to promote children’s social emotional, academic, linguistic
and literacy skills and health and above all well being.

The first five years of life are highly significant what chiidren

learn and feel during this time, particularly about themselves, will be



foundational to rest of their life. At this stage a child develops good

relationship with the people around him.

Pre-school education is the first step in child’s educational
journey. Early childhood experts have the opinion that attending high

quality school program helps to promote children’s social and

emotional development and prepare them for kindergarten and

beyond.  Studies have shown that children who attended early
education programs are more likely to have better test scores and
grades.

A great number of educators and researches are of the view that
early children educations is highly  beneficial for the children’s
cognitive and educational development and well being of young
children in terms of their individual needs and characteristics. H .F.
page stated that during the normal pre-school year, the child

undergoes a distinct, although very gradual change. He seems to

leave his boyhood completely behind, and if he is developing along




suitable lines, he €merges as a natural likeable child whom it is 3 real

joy to meet,

Gabriel is of the view that "by three children have turned the

comer away from boyhood and are ‘on the straight” with the

kindergarten and the infant school ahead of them.

Before the year is out they begin to talk about going to school

and to look forward to it.

Socially while children are happy to have two or three others
around, each individual activity,
Children learn many essential facts about the universe people and
object simply by playing. Play may be seen therefore as one cf the
miracles of childhood by means of which children discover things
essential to their well being and thoroughly enjoy the process of
discovery. Play provides children with a variety of essential
experiences;
i Sensory

Exploratory




. Emotional, and sacial experience as well as experiences of

mastery or achievement,

Joanne Hendricks holds that “for more than a decade, research on

@pproaches to early childhood education has sought to investigate the
effectiveness of various kind of programs in changing the behaviour

and enhancing the development of young children. All good pre-

school programs are built on the foundations of sound human
relationships. Warmth and empathic understanding have been shown
to be effective means of influencing young children’s positive
adjustment to nursery school, and it is apparent that genuine caring
about the children and about other adult’s in the program is
fundamental to success”

At this stage of development, children learn and absorb
information very rapidly, and do take lean interesting every types of
new discovery.

It is a well known fact that the most important years of learning

are started at birth. At this stage, the brain of a child develops such




imprints which will ast for the rest of his life, The environment also
has a great influence on the rapid development on the ideas grasping
Power and emotional skills of the young children,

The extensive studies which have been carried out on the high
quality pre-schoo| share with parents the responsibility for promoting
sound growth in g period when growth is rapid and important.
Children come to pre-school endowed with inherent potentials.

These potentials serve children in their progress from sensory
experience to perceptual experience and to the acquisition of
concepts. The protected environment of nursery schools allows
children to orient themselves gradually to the realities of their world,
by encouraging their expression of fantasy through play. A wall
planned environment can direct children into acceptable behavior,
emotional equilibrium, integrated development and progressive
learning. Gardner summarized that children between 3 and 6 need a
school experience that contributes to all aspect of their total

development in effective program for young children, whether they be




called day care, Iaboratory-nursery school's private or corporative

nursery there are provisions in the form of plant, materials and new,
which contribute to that total development,

1.7 METHODOLOGY

The research design for this study was descriptive survey type,
designed to look into the effect of pre-school education on the
academic performance of primary school pupils.

The pollution for this study comprised all primary school pupils
of semi-government and private schools of district Peshawar. The
sample study comprised of 100 pupils drawn from three semi-
governments and two private schools of district Peshawar, Pakistan.
The selection was based on purposive sampling techniques. The data
for this study were mainly generated from school result records.

The annual of top four pupils from class one to fifth were
analyzed.

Mindless and Kelieher (1976) reviewed 47 studies on the value

of kindergarten. These studies were concerned with the rate of

13
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growth during the pre-school year. The effect of pre-school

experience on 1.Q (Intelligence Quotient) and other test scores, new
concepts intelligences and the development and the relationship
belween age at time of entrance into kindergarten and behavioral
problems.

The analysis made by Mindless and Kelieher strongly supported
by the play for kindergarten as a part of the public school system.

Rousseau ushered in a new era for early children education by
proposing that adult society must not impose its own values on the
child but must let the child learn through discovery and through
exercise of his own body and senses.

The impacts of Nursery education on the pupil’s achievement in
the primary school. There is a considerable of belief among the
various segment of the Nigeria society, finding, have shown pupils
who have pre-primary education perform better in their cognitive

skills, motor-skills, and social skills than pupils who did not attend pre-




primary education. Esther Bakare writes on importance of early
childhoed education in raising the standard of education.

The role of early childhood education in the life of a child cannot
be over emphasized as it represents the transitional ground that
Prepares the child care; nutrition and stimulation need for healthy
growth and development”,

Prof. Florence Osanyin, who is a professor of early childhood
education, said in the light of possibility of a soon extinction of the
mother tongue occasioned by apathy displayed by most school, it
becomes incumbent on the inspectors, proprietors, teachers and
parents to ensure that the language of the immediate community is
appropriately used as medium of instruction at this level as advocated
in the national policy on education.

She also suggested that for professional development, there should be
regular workshops and seminars for early childhood teacher to update

their knowledge.
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In view of the ever increasing challenges in the relatively
growing feed of early childhood education there is need for functional
collaboration and partnership between and among educators,
practitioners and the governments of all levels of achieve better status
for the Nigeria” she said.

According to her strategies of African Early Childhood Education
include teaching by example which is one of the surest ways that
lessons are taught to help children turn their moral reasoning into
positive moral behaviour, teaching by telling because children need
words as well as actions to see adults leading good lives and to known
why they do things.

Another strategy is to help children learn to think saying
traditional educators are known to help children to learn to think for
themselves as well as helping them to make responsibilities.

Her words “Although, the early years are the most important
year for growth and development the year also the most valuavle

period of a child’s life brain development during the critical years may

16
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be influenced by negative environmental conditions including lack of

stimulation, child abuse, or violence within the family.
The quality of life for, as well as the contributions child makes to
the society as an adult can be trace back to the first few years of her

life.

From birth until about five years, a child undergoes tremendous
growth and change.
If this period of life includes support for growth in cognitive, language
motor-skills, adaptive-skills and social-emotional functioning, the child
is more likely to succeed school and later contribute to society. It
becomes imperative, therefore to give young children quality mentally
and psychological for the expectation and sustainability into model
primary education.

Professor Florence Ajike Osanyi of department cf Arts and social
science education, faculty of education has emphasized the

importance of proper nurturing during the early years of a child.




They stated this while delivering the 12" inaugural lecture of the
university in the 2011/2012 Academic Session. The lecturer entitled,
once upon a child held in the main Auditorium, main campus, Akoka,
recently, using her own life-story. As the introduction to the lecture
the erudite scholar explained that proper nurturing during early
childhoed will provide the appropriate foundation to develop a well-
rounded adult who would not be a burden to the society.

“One of the greatest virtues of traditional early childhood
education is to help a child to take reel responsibilities unlike what
obtains today when parents are the hewers of wood and drawers of
water for their children.

Allowing children to take responsibility for their homework or
take care of younger siblings that are ill.

There is also need for balance independence and control which
implies setting limits for children, hereby maintaining balance,
independence and control” she said the lecturer suggested that too

much parental control can level children to rebel and make poor

18
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choices just to get freedom while too much freedom can lead to
children feeling overwhelmed by much power before they are ready
for it.

With an over-abundance of freedom, children may get the idea
that parents don't really care what they do or what kind of person
they become.

Some educationalist and psychologist also tend to assert that
children who have be exposed to nursery education have talent and
academic capabilities and perform better than those children not
opportune to go through nursery school, Brunner (2007), Adekola
(2009) and Omolayo (2003) have contributed tremendous intellectual
and social development among pre-primary school children through a
stimulating and unique environment for the purpose of better
learning.

They concluded that the period from birth to about six years is
crucial to the child’s cognitive development because they form the

most part of the creative and intellectual productive years.

19
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(Morgan) 2010 contribute that such education help a child to
build a positive image of himself as 2 person whether or not a child
grow into desired personality wil depend on his upbringing during the
critical period of his life,

According to Adenoko (2012) during these early years a human-
being capable of absorbing more information at a time than they will
ever be able to gain. The environment of the young child influence the
development of cognitive skills and emotional skill due to the rapid
brain that occur in the early year,

Studies have shown that high quality or any high related to pre-
schools have a long term effect in improving the outcome of a child, a
disadvantage child.

Webber (1995) in his own studies on human intellectual
development across cultures has shown the role of early stimulation
through toys and other learning and play device in the process of

early education.
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The pre-school child is made to engage freely in various

activities in the process of exploration discovery and experimentation.
In doing these they enrich their cognitive abilities and skills and come
to know more about the world around them.

According to Finfield (1964) early age is the best age for
learning second and third language hence in the Nursery school.
Children have the greatest opportunity such acquisition of theil
ethnics lariguage will promote interpersonal understanding between
one child and other widen their chances of marking friends and inter-
ethnic relationship.

Haold (1975) referring to the learning of the child. It is before
they get to school that children are likely to do their best learning.
Many experts agree that this is no although they differ about tie
reason concluding his arguments.

Fafunwa (1967) take nursery education in term of the

tremendous social changes that have become a part of our
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contribution it is surely an important starting point in the new
education process.

In the work of the great philosopher and psychologies. John
Dewy. He emphasized the age long theory of learning by doing
particularly valuable in teaching children. Through sociological and
anthropological studies culture background and socio-economic
environment play on important part in his growth and development.

Encyclopedia of Education (1971) Vol.3. Arnold case 11 began to
study the learning habits of your children in early 1920s. He suggests
that early chlldhood‘ education may be as important as any that
follows.

He noted that the brain practically reaches its mature bulk
before the age of six and that the mind.

Character spirit advance more rapidly during the formative pre-
school period than during any other period of growth for one thing the
pre-school institution environment is formally full of combined effect

of genetic inheritance and early environment influences determines to

22
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a Very great extent the limits of a child's educational potential children
entering school from home which have failed to provide the necessary
stimulation and interest in learning may find it difficult at first to form
an easy relationship with their teacher.

They will require a certain amount of individual attention pre-
school institution provides an excellent opportunity for the moral
education of children. This is because bringing the children together
and watching them at play and work will help the nursery staff detect
early the onset of deviant, antisocial and anti-moral behaviour and
check them at grassroots level ever before such behaviour set firmly.

Children at the pre-school age need of cognitive exposure. This
exposure involves what they see and what do leadings to what they
eventually known through experience.

This means that the pre-school child has to stimulate his
cognitive all very.

According to Pestalozzi constructed a curriculum for deveioping

the three elementary divisions of knowledge form number and words

23
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hi : :
while preserving the importance of sensory experience and activity is

early education. He believes that nature must be organized for the
child so that he can benefit from his sensory impressions. Most of the
children who attend nursery school perform very well in subject at
primary school level because almost every nursery school teacher are
committed to the idea of readiness for learning by the nursery child.

They all started teaching from the level of the child that means
they begin with the assessment of entry point before the instruction
would take off,

The teacher’s belief that children from whether poor or rich

background would learn adequately if the right conditions for learning

are established
The researcher was able to confirm that nursery school pupils perform
better generally but particularly in the subjects taught in the primary
school especially in junior classes.

Nursery school teacher require special training on early

childhood educaticn 100%.
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This goes again to substantiate and justify the idea of the
nursery school practitioners and great theorist like Piagets, Proebel,
Rousseau, and Pestalozzi who said that teachers of nursery schools
should have a spedial training or early hood education.

It is now therefore deduced that nursery school teacher require
special training to qualify them teach well in the nursery schools. On
the basis is employment, it was discovered that nursery teachers are
employed on both qualification and experience because with the
professional qualification in early childhood education and professional
competence that is basic knowledge about child development skills
and appreciation the teacher will have nothing lacking in holding the
children parent need to be made aware of the intellectual needs of
the ground child.

From the long term point of view, this implies the education of
senior pupils regarding the demand of parentnood and from the short
term point of view it implies, the necessity of giving immediate help to

these parent and children most in need.

25
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Such might have taken the form of adult education directed at

certain groups of parent. Practical help and support given to parent in

the home and the provision of part-time nursery education for those

children most in need.

It is therefore, impartant to look at what nursery school
programme are all about.

Nursery schaol programmer in many developed countries,
evidence or research and investigation have show that the first five
year of life are most crucial in human development.

The foundation of learning are laid before children entre schools.
Educationist should therefore be concerned about the upbringing of
pre-school age children,

A child pre-school environment has permanent effect on his
subsequent physical, emotional and mental development.

Early environmental factor that aid future learning are; A happy

parent child, adult interests and attention, an environment that

stimulates a child’s sensory exploration and his natural curiosity and

26
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early environmental influences determines to a very great extent the

fimitof @ child's educational potential. The importance of nursery

education in our society today.

The time has changed and along with that the education system
has also changed. Now every parent wants to offer their kids the best
education,

Father and mother both devote their major just in raising their
children. They nurture their child just to make them productive
individuals of the society.

It is true that the child’s entire future depends on the nurturing
of the parents. Once the child becomes a good citizen of India then the
Government also gets the benefits of it as one day they will becomes
the taxpayer.

The first few years are very crucial for children to make them
jearn the basic things, morality, self discipline and social integration.

A child’s formative years are the prime time to form an attitude

which last for a life time.
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Education plays an important rale in improving favourable

attitude. Nursery education is fike a buildings block for the child.
Nursery school teachers help child's mind to develop while they are
under their care.

In play school children are also made to learn many activities
that help them to develop social skills with other students. Nursery
schools are the initial step for the child in the education world. They
study how to calculate how to write sentence and how to draw, paint,
how nature works and other basic things. The primary goal of nursery
school is to instill the incomparable learning by providing out siding
ambience to that the children realize their own potential and make
their skills the strength of life. Education is an essential pait of
everybody’s life.

It makes great impact on everyone's life and the educational
background of a person decides the career of the person. It is one of
the most important things that one should acguire in life, as whole

career depends upon the education.

28
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The nurse i
My education makes the students more responsible and

sensible for i ;
their studies, They leamn the discipline and various other

studies. The s
y learn the discipline and various other learning activities

at a ve ;
ry small age, which are of great use for them in the future.
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CHAPTER TWO

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.1 INTRODUCTION:

This chapter essentially deals with the review of literature
related to this write-up.

The repoit is presented in the following order:

What is Nursery Edycation?

The view of some writers and school are concerning pcesitive
impact of nursery education on pupil’s academic performance.
Contribution of some philosophers and practitioners have found
inspirations and examples in the writings of great theorists and
teachers of early childhood, especially Rousseau, Pestalozzi, Froebel
and Montessori.

These great teachers have common belief that children have
natural endowment to learn and therefore should have a pleasant
learning environment where teaching materials and facilities are

varied, adequate and that there is sufficient space. They have to be led
I
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to discover for themselves and encouraged in their own play and

activities under the guidance of experienced teachers. (Woohead
Martian 1979).

THE IMPORTANCE OF NURSERY EDUCATION.

2.2 CONCEPT OF NURSERY EDUCATION

The need to provide adequately for the childhood year lies in the
recognition and the acceptance of the fact that the educational
qualities of the early year of life is too great to waste.

Nursery education is an early childhood education. It is the
education given in an educational institution to children aged between
three to five year befcre the age of formal entry to primary school.

Nursery education is looked wupon as a period of

careful/preparation for social integration into the primary school,
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IMPACT OF NURSERY ON PUPILS PERFORMANCE IN
PRIMARY SCHOOL.

There is considerable amount of belief across the various strata

of the sodiety that children who undergone nursery education. As a

matter of fact, some educationist and psychélogists also tend to assent
that children who have been exposed to nursery education have more
talents and academic capabilities and perform better than their counter
parts without nursery education.

According to Jil and Kent (1970), Oyebayo (1978}, Britner
(1960), Bicher (1976), children entering primary school directly from
homes failed to provide the necessary stimulation and interest in
learning, may find it difficult at first to form an easy relationship with
others.

They will require a considerable amount of individua! attention,
much oral work to encourage speech and comprehension, and A

stimulating sensory environment to arise their verbal and non verbal

curiosity.




We as children who haye gone through nursery education are

already prepared to recejye new children into the group due to their

confiden : i
ce and SECUrity. More so, their energies are also free for play,

work and learning of stimulating environment for the pre-school

children greatly improved their cognitive skills and abilities eventually
leading to marked improvement in their intellectual development. In
this cognitive enrichment the role of toys, colouring books and other
learning accessories and emphasized.

In the same vein, a number of educationists like Susan Isaac
(1965) Praget (1960), Stones (1966), Oron (1974) Bruner (1966),
Adekola (1984) and Omolayo (1986) opined that tremendous
intellectual and social development among pre-primary school
children’s through a stimulating and unique environment is very
necessary for the purpose of better learning. They concluded that the
period from birth to about six years is crucial to the child cognitive
development as they form the most part of the creature and

intellectual productive years.
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B CONTRIBUYION: ok Some BRaLosoPHER: AND

PRACTITIONERS OF EDUCATION ON THE IMPORTANCE

OF NURSERY EDUCATION,

Evidence of research and investigation carried aut in many
developed countries of the world have show that the first five years of
life is most crucial in human development. The pioneering works of
some historical figures have worked to expand our knowledge of the
importance of the child early experiences.

Rouse (1963) had identified the period of childhood as every
crucial and therefore urged parents and the society to provide the
best. Possible growing condition for the child during this period of life
which he referred to as growth and unfolding. He posited that the care
and nature received at this period is of great importance.

Arnold Gresell began to study the learning habit of young
children and suggested that early childhood education be as important
as any that follow. He noted that brain particularly reaches its mature

bulk before the age of six and that the mind, character and spirit
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vance more rapidly during the formative pre-school. period than

ring any other period of growth (1925). Wann and his associates

962), the potentiality of young children for learning as after being

wder estimated.  They studied the ability of young children to

nderstand and interpret their social and physical work and found that
oung children collect information which they test and use in
onversation and dramatic play, that they employ the essential
lements of concept formation and that they are concerned about how
hey can deal with ideal that remote in time and space.

Bloom (1964) from his studies on the development of human
intelligence concluded that the rate of intellectual development of the
child is closely linked to his social, emotional and physical
development.

He stressed that the first five years of the child must be seen as
a part of a much longer period of continues development because
seventeen percent of growth in educational achievement take place

between the ages of four and six years. He further noted that about
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Ty percent of development takes, place between conception and

sventeen years of age. This indicates that the rate of intellectual

evelopment is at its peak of life and opportunity used at this stage

an seldom be reclaimed. Tosh (1983} had asserted that the period of
arly childhood is one of intense learning in which various elements;
thysical, emotional, social and cognitive are closely inter-related. He
oncluded that environment, both physical and social heavily influences

1wman development.

2.5 THE IMPORTANCE OF NURSERY EDUCATION IN OUR

SOCIETY TODAY.

The importance of nursery education can't be over emphasized.
Apart from laying solid foundation for child’s performance in the
primary schoel, national policy on education (1981) has stressed the
importance of nursery education as follows:

Preparing the child for the primary level of education, providing
adequate care and supervision for children while their parent are at

work (on the farms in the markets, officer etc).
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Ravi Jain said | ; o
Vi Jain said it on its own opinion that the nursery education

ovide concrete base to the child, The nursery education makes the

udents more responsible and sensible for their studies. Children learn
sdpline and various other learning activities at a very small age,
thich are of great use for them in the future.

It has been discovered in UK that nursery education plays a vital
Jle in enhancing educational over all standards of the students.

Now the need is to offer free nursery education so that the poor
ection of the country can also take advantage of it.

Indeed, nursery education provides a stimulating environment
¢hich enriches the child’s cognitive abilities and skills.

It brings children from different families together and learn to
ive together like brothers and sisters.
.6 SUMMARY

The preview of this chapter take about what nursery education is
‘he positive views of some writers on the impact of nursery education

on the performance of pupils in the primary school and the difference
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tween their academic performance ‘and the importance of nursery

{ucation in our society today.

From the foregoing, it is clear that early education of children is

1 @spect the parents must not toy with because of its great impact on
ie total future development of the children.

According to Onibokun (1981) Jounel Isaac (1870) share the
ame view with Plaget Jil (1960) that nursery school child in the pre-
perations period. That is the period from 3-5 years.

This characterized by development of symbolic functions.
hildren at this stage begin to manipulate symbols or representation of
rork in which they live.

There is also the use of symbolic language and intuitive problem
olving. The child intellectual development is structured one stage
sading to another. A child intellectual moves from stage to another by

nteracting with the environment.




Pia " hi
laged “began  tis study with a careful and systematic
sservation of his three children. And from his humble beginning he

ctended the study to another child.

He took care of observe the sequence and rate of growth in
ognitive process of children,
Piaget gives four stages of sequence of cognitive development;

e said there are four stages a human child must pass in the process
if intellectual growth these are:

+ Sensory motors stages —birth-two years.

% The pre-operation though stages 2-7 years

The concrete operational stages 7-11 years

= The formal operational stages 11 years above.

Locke emphasized the need for individualizing educational
programme by adopting them o early or constitutional programme by

adopting them to early or constitutional mental inclination of each child

and inquisitiveness In his intellect development.
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According to Pinfield (1964) early age is the best age for
giliaseconcland tird language hence in the nursery school.
ildren have the greatest opportunity such acquisition of their ethnics
jguage will promote inter-personal understanding between one child
wd other widen thelr chances of marking friends and inter-ethnic
Jlationship.

According to Pestalozzi constructed a curriculum for developing
1e three elementary division of knowledge form number and words
/hile preserving the importance of sensory experience and activity is
iarly education, he believe that nature must be organized for the child
;0 that he can benefit from his sensory impressions.

Most of the children who attend nursery school perform very
well in subject at primary school level because almost every nursery
school teacher are committed to the idea of readiness for learning by
the nursery child.

They all started teaching from the level of the child that means

they begin with the assessment of entry point before instruction would
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ske off. The teacher’s belief that children from whether poor or rich

ackground would learn adequately if the right conditions for learning

re established. The researcher was able to confirm that nursery
chool pupils perform better generally but particularly in the subjects
aught in primary school. This is because most of the schools are also

:aught in primary school.

This is because most of the subjects taught them in the nursery

school are also taught in the primary school especially in Junior

classes. Nursery school teacher require special training on early
childhood education 100%.

This goes again to substantiate and justify the idea of the
nursery school practitioners and great theorists like Piagets, Proebel,
Rousseau, and Pestalozzi who said that teachers of nursery schools
should have a special training of early childhood education. It is now
therefore deduced that nursery school teacher require special training

to qualify them teach well in the Nursery schools.




This chapter deals with review of literature methad to the study.

n order to establish g firm work of this study therefore, an

peminaton 6 some available literature relevant to this study such as
extbook, journals, unpublisheg was cartied out.

Most parents are aware that day-care centres, nursery schools

ind kindergartens are not just different name for the same services

hey tend to think of them as “school”, some are confused about the

nuch importance attracted to it by parent desire, the heavy sum paid
iy these parents and all the energy expended in depositing and picking
Ip the children every school day it is therefore necessary to look at
vhat nursery school programs are all about. Nursery schools education
ys the foundation of a child’s knowledge, skills and rules of behaviour
hat create prerequisites for successful progress in their daily life and
chool.

Nursery education provides a stimulating play environment for

thysical, intellectual, languages, social and emational development to

he child. It prepares children for the primary and it focuses on the
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muni g
communicate effectrvely, lay a sound Basis for scientific and reflection

thinking.

It gives the children citizenship education as a basis for effective

participation in contributing to the life of the society,

It moulds the character ang develops sound attitude and morals
in the child, by developing in the child the ability to adopt to his
changing environment and give the child opportunities for developing
manipulative skills that will enable the child to function effectively in
the society within the limits of his capacity.

Nursery school programmes have been described as those
activities organized for children before the age of formal entry into
school. (Wood head, 1990) sees nursery school as “the expression

suggests, take the age of compulsory schooling as it reference point
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They have to pe fed to discover for themselves and encouraged

in their own play and activities under the guidance of experienced

teachers. (Wood head Martian, 1999)

In many developed countries, evidence of research and
investigation has shown that first five years of life are maost crucial in
human development.

(Bloom, 1995) after doing some work in the development is at
the highest point of acceleration during the early vear. That the
intellectual development of the child is closely linked to this social,

emotional and physical development.
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if continuous
deveiopment because these early years are of vital

mportance, they are z/gq the foundation of 4 intellectual progress and
Jpportunities misseq at this stage can seldom be relearned, Onibokun,
4.0. (1997) and (Isaac 1996) share the same with Piaget, 1. (1999)
hat nursery schog) child is in the Pre-operation periods that is the
reriod from 3-5 years.

This is characterized by the development of symbolic function.
‘hildren at this stage began to manipulate symbolic or representation

f the world in which they give. There is also the use of symbolic

inguage and intensive problem solving.

The child intellectual development is structured, one stage

iading to another.

A child meves from one stage to the other by interacting with

Je environment.
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individualization

indicat
- Gation of eqep, activity curiously and
inquisitiveness in hig intellect develapm ot

not imposed its won

vaiue on the child byt |et the child learn through discovery and through

exercise of his own body and senges.
The study of Dennis, (2001) have clearly shown how the

provision of stimulating environment for the pre-school children greatly

improved their cognitive skill and abilities eventually leading to marked
Improvement in their intellectyal colouring books and other learning
dccessories and emphasized.

Webbor, (2001) in his own studies on human intellectual
development across culture has shown the role of early stimulation
though toys and other learning and play devices. In the process of

early education, the pre-school child is made to engage freely in
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Varous  activitieg

N tha
Process of exploration, discovery and
experimentation.

In doing theg ,
< € they enrich cognitive abilities and skills and come

to know more about the world aroyng them
Accordin
% 0 Ronfiel) (2008) early age is the best age for

learning second ang third language. Hence, in the nursery school

children have the greatest OPPortunity of leaming languages other

than their mothier's tongue. Such acquisition of other ethnic languages

will promote interpersonal understanding between one child and the
other, with their chance of making friends and lay good foundation for
health, inter-tribal and inter-ethnic relationships.

According to Hold (2000) referring to the learning of the child, it
is before they got to school that children are likely to do their best in
learning. Many expect agree that is so, through they differ about the
reason. Concluding his argument, Hold (2003) maintained that “young

children tend to learn better than grownups (and better then
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themselves Will, when they are old
er

special way ™,

image of himself a5 a Person whether of not a child grows into the

desired personality wi depend on his upbringing during the critical

period of his |ife.

Fafunwa (2005) showed that African education which starts from
birth is all embracing.
DEFINITION OF TERMS

For the purpose of the study, the researcher has used certain
terms and abbreviations which the reader will be constantly come

across.

TETFUND/THESIS DIGITIZATION/2019-22




RS )

Performance: Notapja action, achievement

Pupils: Young persop Who are learning in sch

ool or from private
teacher aged between 3.5 Years,

 Primary School: A schoo or Place for junior pupils aged at 6-11 years

where teaching and learning takes place,

L.G.A: Local Government Area of Ondo-State.
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CHAPTER THREE

/3.0 RESEARCH METH

ODOLOGY
This research is to find oyt th
e

loyed in
the research,

the reg
carch method or Procedure is explained in this
chapter, under the following sub-heading

Research Design

Population Sample

Sampling Technique
Instrument for Data Collection
Method of Data Collection
Data Analysis

3.1 RESEARCH DESIGN

In finding out the impact of nursery education on pupils in the

primary school in Akoko South East Local Government Area of Ondo

State,
50
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;o

Survey methog of "€search
can

of the nature of the topic

fsc

' )

| schools were r
. andomly selected from various locations, the selected

. schools 2010/2011 are:

Auntie Toyin Nursery and Primary School

Everlasting Nursery and Primary School

Community Primary School (Isua Akoko South East Ondo State)
Success Nursery and Primary School.

SAMPLING TECHNIQUE

The technique adopted is simple random sampling. Four schools

were randomly chosen as the representative of the school in the area
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F..
| of the study.

‘ developing gradually,

So, with the PCpulation of the four schoof

it is considered
7 enough representative of e PUpils in the school ang

it is more
manageable and conveniently for the research

Three (3) teachers of nursery one and three classes, one from

each class of the five schools were to be used. Thus, makes the total

number of ten (10) nursery teacher. And one teacher each from

primary 1 to 5 classes, each from the five schools. Thus, makes a total
number of 25 primary and nursery teachers from each school to make
a total number of 125 respondents respectively.

Questionnaires were prepared distributed to the Headmaster,

|
| teachers of the five schools.
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instruments  used  fq Collection of data i this  stud
Y were

Iquestlonna“.es designed g Obtain  information or data from

headmaster/headmistress of nursery schools
The parents of the Pupils that is, hoth nursery school and non-

nursery schools were not left out to make the research work adequate

and accurate,

‘ The questionnaires were administered in 4 sets, one set for the

| headmasters/headmistress of nursery schools, another for teachers in
|
primary schools and for parents of pupils in both nursery schools and

primary schaools.

In the 4 sets, respondents were implored to mark (v) against
f

the correct option which represents their view on the matter and also
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Epen‘dents.

To avoid delay 4 to en

Sure ;
| . 9 very hign Percentages of return,
the questionnaire were given

o
HE Personally and the instructions

but this does not prevent S0me mistakes.

Some questionnaire were Incorrectly completed or in consistently
filed. The after words gave 3 very high percentage or return, out of
the 100 questionnaires distributed; a reasonable number of 80 were
recovered.

The researcher used percentage (%) in all the calculations and

also for analyzing the data collected, to facilitate interpretation.
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The questionnaire is

Made yp of
turned to th two Parts, whicp, are to be filled
and retu € research e

r dngd 25 .
queStIOnn i
<choal in the area of study. alres are gang to each

. improved to mark
V) against. the correct option which represents the view on the
matters.

The questions were to find out the effect of nursery education
o the acaderic performance of pupils in primary schooal.

The questionnaires will be distributed among various school

®lected and will be collected after three days interval by the

ND/THESIS DIGITIZATION/2019-22




EIFUND/ THESIS DIGITIZATION/2019-22




40 DATAANALYg ¢

This chapter Shows he re :
Sult

 Jata collected.

percentages.

QUESTION NAIRE FOR HEADMASTER

Question 1:

At what age is a child admitted into nursery schog?

Table 1

Age at which child is admitted into nursery school,
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Table 1, above
agreed that children, betwe
schools while 5%, ¢ the
gdmission.

This statement Confirmsg that 2

into nursery school.
Question 2:

At what age does a child leave schogl?

Table 2

The age at which a child leave nursery school?

W RESPONDENT | RESPONSES | ] FREQLTE“TCVWE’T L

3-4

T 100% |
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| children’s graduation from nyre
€Iy schogl

| Question 3:

| Do nursery schog| teacher reqy;:
| quire specig| training?

| Table 3

Do they requires special training?

|
[NOOF I NS
OF RESPONDENT REsponsé?"FREQGENE?

Disagreed |-

TOTAL

{ Table 3: The table shows that 100% of the respondents through the?i
response agreed that teacher's in nursery school require special

{ training.
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: Question 4:

on what basis are the teﬁCher o

plOyed_
Table 4:

gasis of the employmen

=
NO OF RESPONDENT RESPONSEs —

—

[FREQUENGY |
Qualification | ——

“E&BEFE&E“I
Both

RCL T —

Table 4 above shows that 100% of the respondents are of the

opinion that qualification and experience are the basis of the teacher
employment. This evidence has convincingly confirmed that the
teacher employment is base on both their qualification and experience
Question 5:

What classes of payment send their children to nursery school?
ila 1
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(lasses of parent Whose hildren s
dtte

10 OF RESPONDER T

RES; ) fursery Schog,

- ESPONSFe—

i 4 BT e [T —
il Servantg "3——-‘,‘,_\&_77%[; 9

Tra der‘SRi"'"’*

(Educated)
confirmed
g1 18Dl abovg by 75% respondents. Meanwhile both claimed
5% of the respondents. One of them concluded that more of civil

servants send their children to nursery school.

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR NURSERY SCHOOL TEACHERS
Question 6:

Do you have any special training?
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(100% |

|100% |

T ShDWS fhgt n
SNOWS L 1D09%: oF «
¢ OF the respondents agreed that
EEBCRETS G0 Mot e cra ini i
t Nave spacig| training. This statement is

12 AbBDve
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ACCOING to tap)
= v
e e !'ESp()ndeﬂtS S
esponse tha they are all T INdicateq through their

18 I hOIde
responded positively to thg el IS. All the respondents
on,.

Question 8

poes your qualifi

Cation h i
elp you in teaching the pupils?

1able 8

NO OF RESPONDENT | RESPonase— —
SPONSES  Teprm o —
FREQUENCY

26

L—ZL‘WF

‘ (Qnotatal |-

rﬁ TOTAL 26 |100% ;
: , |

[

In the table sbove, the respondents that chosen “always”,

scored the highest score of 92% “not always” scored 8% and “not at

al" scored zero.

he result above that their qualification as

It is known through t

hing the pupils.

T.C.II teachers helped them greatly in teac

63
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, Haw:_many years EXPerience o

:Table 9

ou ha\le?

1S of experience

{0OF RESPONDENT
e
26 i

- 30, claim 15% with this one Wwould therefore, conciude that 5l=

[0years has the highest responses.

Question 10

nesthe social status of parents influence the pupils performance?
lable 10

ifience of parent social status of pupils performance

64
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pccording to table 10, the Social status of parents has a very great
nfience on the pupil's performance, This statement was reported by
100% of the respondent while “No o

QUESTIONNATRE FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Question 11

Do nursery school pupils have advantages over in non-nursery

£ nursery school pupils over the non-nursery school
or NuUrs 3
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40 OF RESPONDENT e
_%
o—

g

ondents. T
resp herefore, all nursery  school teachers responded \\'

positively to this question.
Question 12
Do you feel that nursery school pupils perform better than non-
nursery school pupils generally?

Table 12

Response on those who perform better

%

e e T
NG OF RESPONDENT | RESPONSES | FREQUENCY

ey e o ————
WJ Ageed |6 . ‘I

—— TDisagreed [

| 4 | 35

| 1 - '7’7‘1___0/ e
. ”‘_){1T0TAL [ id
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Table 12 above shows S
UrSery 5

; Chop| ;
gan 00T TUISETY pupils Ty PUPIIS perform beer
onfi

||'med
ool teachers. bY 65% of the primary
Question 13

Which of the pupi
Pupils do YOU think perform better than the othe
i I
inthe subject you teaCh/hanme?

Table 13

Those better in primary school Subjects.

|NO OF RESPONDENT RESPONSES | FREQUENCY

| Nursery school pupils | 54

| Non-nursery school 7‘ 16

pupils

ToTAL 7"1000/(

Table 13 above shows that nursery school pupils perform better

tha sery school pupi|5 in the subject taught at the primary
n non-nur

level,
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f e the perf@fmance of th
0se
e primary school?

Tﬂble 14

The opinion of ¢ i
he Primary sthool teacher concerning the

piformance of the nursery pypijs admitted into primary schoo]
school,

NO OF | RESPONSES FREQUENCY |

RESPONDENT

| PERCENTAGE |

70 Excellent |39

Good

Fair

_POOI'

TOTAL

o i
Table 14 revealed that those pupils with nursery education

pe or t ff ed ir ima SC! (O‘S. AsS |g as
m d b cr in S b- s O er I Tl I’\/
e e1 bjec
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their
| Question 15

Are there some dy)) Nursery o
; Pils?

Table 15

poes a dull nursery student i

S

T NOOF

 RESPONSES |

SPON

SES | FREQUENCY | peRcarrace
RESPONDENT |
- Agread |

199

Disagreed [T Iﬂ

TOTAL il j

100°/o
] By

Table 15 above shows that a high percentages of the
respondents agreed that there were dull pupils among the nursery

school pupils. Only one respondent responded negatively while 99% of

the respondents responded positively.
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DISCUSSIONS ,

TERPREY
In this chapte the fi, ding ATION of RESULT

discussed.

ity. T
| Authority.  The research Was able to proye that Nursery Schoof pupils

stated from the age of graduation,

The statement also agreed with the view of the great theorists
|and teachers of early childhood education like Rousseau, Pestalozzi,
Plaget, and Montessori that first five Years in the life of every child is
most crucial in human development.

MNursery school teachers require special training on early
tildhood education, 100% of the respondents to these duties this

W0es again to throw more light and justify those ideas of the nursery

$thool,
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1

Practitionerg

ang Oreat theorists
uld ha
now. deduced that Nurse

nursery school shq

4

Whg Said that teachers of ¥
SPECal traip; |

Ng on €arly childhoog, It is

Schoo| teache

qualify them to hand|e their

'S require SPecial training to
Pupils welj,

On the bagjg of employment

r It was discovered that nursery
school teachers ape €Mployeq o,

both Qualification ang experience

in early education ang

the children will not have round education.

The researcher that concludes that nursery school teachers

| employment is based on both
i

qualification and experience from the

responses got, it was evidently prove that both civil servants and

farmers/traders sent their children to school. This shows that

farmers/traders now send their children te nursery school.

: that nursery school teachers
6Tl i m the data reveals
he evidence fro

Gon't have any type of specialization.
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s ool teachers don’t o

. e se
ﬁq’étonry those witp, e

made to €ngage freely in various activities in the process of

ex'ploratfon, discovery and Experimentation. The children are also
brought together to interest socially, academically, physically and
morally.

From the result of the data collected, the researcher was able to
nfirm  that nursery school pupils perform better generally but
Farticularly in the subject in the nursery are also taught in the primary

juni The results of their
i i e junior classes.
Sthools especially in th
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From the datg collected, interpreted ang analyzed, the

researcher came out with the following conclusions:

17 That children have nursery education between the ages of 3 -6
yaars,
2 That nursery school pupils have advantage over non- nursery

pupils in human development.
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SUGGESTION

L. The researcher suggested that Parents should send their

children to nursery school hefore primary school,
2 The researcher suggested that nursery school should be
established in every community.

3. The researcher also suggested that only qualified teacher need

to be employed in nursery schools.
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Shoulq
9o for Specia| training on the

child’s education as we)
el h

2 S their cars
andle the pypjjg Very walj *ertificate to enaple thern

]'- he m = ery h )|
GOV@ ent Sf OUJd p Ovi(je aClhtreS or no urs School

Pupils so that they will be able to complete favourably with

nursery pupils.
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achieved. Thjg is Neces
a

SSiraq Fesult js tg be e

that about 750, of MY research

Ching |

nding shows

THiaR Ursery/primary

of their children

On a final note, there i Every need for the teachers jn nursery
sthool to be given additional incentive so as tg éncourage them to
discharge their duties efficiently.

More importantly, teachers in this sector should be encouraged

19 go for further training to enhance their operational capabilities line

With the parent ay reality.
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‘ Dea-r Sir / Madam'

This questionnajra is designed to fi
0

Ind oyt impact of
' nurse
education on the ACademic Performan ,
ce

in the Primary Schaals in
Akoko South East Local Government Areg

of Ondo State a5 3 case

study. \

valuable to this Project work, Please, you are requested to tick [ ]

good against the answer that best applies to you angd complete the

spaces with appropriate where provided.

il At what age should a child start nursery education? (a) 2 -3
years () (b)3-4years( ) ()4-Syears( )

2 Do nursery school teacher require and have any special training.

(@)Yes( )(M®)No( )
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N"What basijg are te
ac

Ea)QuaHﬁCaﬁon(

pupils?

7 W
“a[ ageS dOES d C' e lave (o} €ave SChOO
¥
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RSERy S R
: CHogy e
) YOU have SPecig| traiﬂing? Gy TEACHERS r

) £s !

i b
What is your quq)ir (b) No

ICation :
' CE (b) pe
: ; grey
Special Qualificatigp, chilg’s S ey ()

3. Does your Qualificatio, help y,

U in teaching the pupils»
(a) Always (b) Not always (©

Not at

4. Does the parentrg SOcial stat nfluence the child’s
performance? (@) Yes

(b) No \
5 Are there some dull nursery pupils» () Yes (b) No

What do you feg| attributed to their duflness? (a) Heredity

(b) Types of teachers {c) Child's Stubbornness (d) Pupils home

and environment (e) Being two playful
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2-6L0Z/NOILYZILIDIA S

£8

() sidnd jooyds Aasinu-uou () sidnd
1002s Atssinu sonetuayely (@) () spdnd jooyds AsasInu-uoy
() sudnd jooyas Asasiny ysiibuz (e) ¢yoesy noA 2[gns sy u

30 sy uey 483099 wuoyiad SYUIUY noA op sjidnd auy 30 Yoiym

ssauulonqnys SPIYD (3)
InJAed Buaq (p) WBWuoay Pue ayy

Aipasay ()

Suoseay syeys /oy 41(q)

SUospg, )5 ‘sap 41 (8)

[00yag Adsiny 18U} 93y noA od

ON (q)
Algsiny Uou jgpq saﬁenue/\
pe

S¥3Hoyy, 100k,




S () (d) Arts and Crap

: ".h'ﬁrsery school Pupils ( )

: do those

v o dccepteq Perform 9eneralyy,
(a) Excellent (b) Goog (c) Fajr @
oor
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- QUESTIUNNATIRES FOR p

B3
]

(a) If Yes, state reasong

(b) If No, state reasong \

they get to Primary schogj?

(a) If Yes, state reasons __

——— . N
(b) If No, state reasons
S e NG,

3. Do you think that Pupils that do not attend nursery school can
do as well as thl:)se that attended nursery school, if the attitudes
of some primary school teachers improve? (a) Yes  (b) No

% Do you prefer you child/children going to nursery school rather
than staying at home during the pre-school age?

(a) If Yes, statereasons ____

(b) If No, state reasons
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