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ABSTRACT

This study is aimed at investigating the economic development in

Lavun !_ocal Government. The project is divided into five Chapters.

The first chapter contains the General introduction,, statement of the

problems, objective of study, limitations of study and definition of terms.

Review of related literature is contained in the second chapter.

Chapter three contains Procedure for collecting data.

Then chapter four contains Analysis and interpretation of data.

The last chapter contains summary and conclusion, Bibliography

and the questionnaire used.
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CHAPTER 1

THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN
LAVUN LOCAL GOVERNMENT

INTRODUCTION

Lavun local government lies within 9º to 1 oº North of the Equator.

The approximate area of the Local government is about 3,319Km2
but this is based on an estimate because there is no record.

The average annual temperature Is about 35ºc. The rainfall Is fairly
reliable. It commences in early April and last for about seven months(t:,at
is between late April and late Ocluber but extend to early November in

some cases). The total annual rain is about 127mm. Lavun local

goverment is blessed with an extensive agricultural land and with fairly

reliable and well distributed rainfall. One ?c1n s3y that the locéll government

is an agricultural area. This means that the economy of the local

government is primarily agricultural. The main crop grown in this location

is Guinea corn, which is the main staple food of the people.

Guinea corn is both food and cash crop. Groundnut is also grown.

Other crops include rice, millet, maize and yams. Apart from growing

crops, the people also keep livestock's. Some of the livestock's are sheep

and goats. Poultry are also kept.

Apart from agriculture, the people also engage in certain forms of

· T' ·include small scale manufacturing industries of local
occupation. ,1ese

goods e.g. craft making etc.

rt t. ·s also another factor contributing to the economic
Transpo a 1011 1

f th Opie The main form of transportation is by road.
development o e pe ·
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The population of the I
Ioca government is shown below baseei on

the 1991 census and the projection made.
,

Year Population
1991 26,496
1992 36,525
1993 37,483
1994 38,374
1995 39,334
1996 40,317.

SOUHCE: - Niger State Statistical year book 1994.

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
In view of the fact that, there is no written 12cord on the economic

development of Lavun Local Government, this then calls for a need to

carry out a study on the economic development of the local government.

OBJECTIVE OF STUDY

The main objective of study is look at the factors that contribute to

the economic development of the local government and the ,problems

hampering the development Attempt will also be made to give some

possible suggestions or solutions.

LIMITATION OS STUDY

Although the local government consists of r,1any villages, this study

is limited to five villages. These are Kutigi, Doi·,o, Egbanti, Gaba and

Batati. This is because of the relative ease of collecting data and also the

similarities of the economy ªnd their nearness.



DEFINITION OF TERMS.
ZUKUN: - It is a type of hoe used for making ridges. Mainly Nupe people
use it.

DUGBA: - This is another hoe, which is for weeding
MUNGE; - It is a local wine found in palm trees.
EGEZURU: - It is another locally prepared wíne, it looks brownish and

mostly found in Doko and Pati Shaba kolo.
KULi: - A type of cake prepared locally from groundnut.
ENUZAKAMA: - It is a Union farm cultivated by the people collectively
where they clear a fallow area and hire a tractor to plough. They divide

among themselves but according to the amount of money deposited by

each farmer.

EGBE: - This is a kind of communal farm work for elderly people which is

free of charge.



CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

According to Clark and. Juray ( 1975). The economy of Bombali

district in Sierra leone is based on Agriculture mainly. Weaving, local

manufacturing industries and small scale industries are also found. This

means that the economy of the district is similar to that of Lavun local

government

In Bombali district, nine-tenths of the labour force are engaged in

agriculture and the district produces rice, palm oil, cassava, groundnuts,

citrus, fruits, vegetables and beef. Shifting cullivation is mainly practiced

by small-scale farmers. The extended f__¡mily is the labour unit of

production, the average family approaching twelve including wives,

children, blood relations and in-laws. Tl1e system and organisation of

agriculture in Bombali district is similar to that of lavun local government,

but in some parts of lavun local government, women don't engage in

farming but in livestock keeping.

Money release from the sales of farm product are the ma ion sources

of income that the people in these two locations use for the purchase of

·

d I O ·1ncurred expenses such as marriages and some
other food items an as

other ceremonies



The only problem facing agriculture in this district is the level pf

illiteracy. For example, in 1963 census, only about 2% of Bombalis

populations are literate ancJ many rural settlements remains isolated and

traditional, this therefore does not only affect agriculture but other types of

economy of the people. Such as industries, that 1s both local

manufacturing and small-scale industry. Present Government measures

for introducing tractor rental schemes barely affect which rural families

who cannot pay for tractor hiring .

Incentive for rural development in the district are mainly related to

certain measures that can bridge the gap between current government

plans to increase agricultural productivity and the present condition of the

peasant farmers.

The sarne thing applies to Lavun local government in Nigeria, some

f t Poor to pay for the tractor services and the time given toarmers are oo -

b k th loan used is short for an ordina1y farmer to copethem to pay ac e '

,

with.

I d that both Bombli and Lavun localThus one can cone u e

1
d and tend to be closely related through

government are under deve ope

. .

d ·te different environments.s1tuat1on an qui

t 1987) in 1982, the united states
According to (Guy Rouane ,

,

. Africa accounted for only 3.5% of
h If the worlds maize.

produced nearly a
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the total, with yields of 1094 kilogramme per hectare, compared with

7185Kg/ha in the United States and 5365 Kg/ha in Europe. The

international trade in rnaize i·,r:reased seven fold in twenty years e: :d in

1980/19G1 amounted to 77 million tor.:::, accounting for 20% of world

production. Tl 1is rapid growth in trade has related to expanding demand

for animal feed in industrialized couI1tries such as Japan a?:J ihe Western

European countries and to a maize deficit i:1 the USSR. The leuding

exporting country is the Unitc,d States, followed by Argent. .a, South Af:ica

¡md Thail;;nd, which betwee:1 \I 1e11 account for only 20% of t11e world

trade. France which hos surplus, exports mainly .J other member

countries of lhe European commu111ly.

(Reeves, ·J 939). Reported that di::easo .:;r:; identified as one of the

rnajor factors thc::t contributes a lot in causing losses in our crops

production in this country wl1ich applies to that of Lavun local government

f N',0. ería. It has also been obser·1ed by variousarea in Nioer State o "

_ ? Beadle (,955) Jenkins (1936) that disease areworkers such as Emer_,on,

,. V rious diseases have from time to time been
o!so agents of crops Jo.,s. ª

.

.

d to re.duce "ielcJ i11 cultivated crops.
recognise ? '

Mango!sdrf (1939) also eslc1blis,1ed s0111e

I
t Pe of !osees which result from weedWhile tie Y

.. ,,,..

crops due to dlsec::S3.

facts abou, losses in
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competition may vary greatly a111ong crcps, dep011d1ng on weeds ,:;pecies

present, climatic, soil factor, and husbandr\' pracíices.

Hchel,;::, ('1933) st;:..'.od lhé,t, ;: ,e) actual c•or; :osses migr,t range; írc:n

allnost ncg!i9iUL? to u n?t ?íop L\tlUí8 Luc to v.'!.::cd cnff:?cr?i'jcn vvt:1 crop
growlh. HG further confirmccl l!k,l p!;:mt cor:·q,:::'.:tion is a r1ülur2:: í.::tce

where by crop anel weed plzml tend \o attain 2. maxi:nu:n combined ?: Jwth

anJ yie;d, wilh lire d211eloprnor1l of e2cl1 species being to somo O)::ent at

tho e:<pense of lhe ol!1er.

Cl rester ("HJ5O) r.J,1• "I li 1al ll:J:;e ocçur 'ill,cn U1e derna:?c' :.J U10

plmlts for moisture, nutrient, iig' Jnd possibly Célíbon dioxide excc-2cl the

avail:1bi8 sup;)ly. He further stz-1fccl u,?ll, cor11;)8liL0n CcL· . .-,1cen c:c;?.0 ar.d

vi-sed is usualiy 1-n':.st s:;vcrs 1t.·hçn the COffi/G'.:'..!·:r:· p1c.,·1?s &íe mcst e: ?e in

vegetative hr1bil.s ?-; ,J d81T?G1nd :er r0s-?Jur,?e?::.

LJ¡1li:,., ln Lavun i-Jc-,'. ?JJVt.?r1711h..:nt, v.:e,:.;J possezs rnc.ny fJOvl:1

characteristics and ad3ptatíons wh¡cll e¡1 .-.ble U".e:?1 to oxplcil success\ .. >;

t!-ie nun-ierous er:virc,nincntal resou:-ces v?d1ich ?ii= crcp :,J!z.nts or cL,\:vatcd

crops cc1nnot 1rn:il?c u,,c of. So \;:ir t,1;it u·Ic o:ícc: of wccC.:s is very ¡;::cé\t i:1

crops productor1. They /,:..:duce yieicl, ar.d ?:::L!SCS llcovy !o??s.



SEED TREATMENT

In °rder to protect the seeds from soil pests and birds before or after

germination it is recom d d' men e tl1at seeds for planting should be dressed
with the appropriate d

·

1

•
.

ress1ng e ,emIcals prior to planting. This will ensure
ª high percentage germination and hence the wltainment of good plant

population and high yield.

CROl'S l'l<'.ST AND CONTROL
i. Army Worms: - these pests eat young plants, they can destroy the

crops if uncontrolled. Control by spraying the crops with chemical

pest controls. E.g. maize "Vetox 85"

ii. Stem bores: - These are insects, which bore into stems or eãt the

growing point of crops. They attack the late crop particularly.

Dusting with Eudrin or methyl parathion will kill most of the insects.

Infected plants should be bumt. Crop rotation will reduce the

incidence of the pest.

iii. Field-to-store pest e.g. maize weevils, sap beetle: - These are pest

of stored maize. Storing maize cobs in the rafter of a smoky room

will prevent these pest attack. In silos, grai:1s should be dusted with

Gammalin 20, or Uodane dust, or iodo fen plus or pirimiplus methyl

may be used to protect stored grain (Komolafe 1979).



HARVESTING METHOD OF CROPS
When the crops are grown for silage it should be harvested when

the grains are just mature.

Crops may be harvested either by hand, if necessary, or an
American hook, or by machine, which depend or1 the part to be harvE;sted.
That is ears or grains directly (Anochili, 1978).
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CHAPTER Ill

PROCEDURES FOR COLLECTING DATA.

The data was collected usi:.g questionnaire, but because most of
the people involved wern illiterates, interview method from the
questionnaire prepared, and interpreted, and the result or opinions given
is written down. The few literate among them expressed their opinions
verbally or written.

Fifty people were involved in lhe study. The data is interpre',eci in

simple statistics which is inform of percentages.

1. Wl1at type of irnplemen: cio you use in farming?
2. What type of crop do you grow?
3. How do you use your crops?

4. For how long have y::,u being u?.ing fertilize:?

(a) 1 to 5 yems (b) 6 to 1 O years (e) 1 O to 15 years (d) No used ai all

(elover20yea?.
-

h5. Has there been any improvement in the production w en you use

feriilizer
(a) Yes (b) No

.

·1 d by agricultural extension otficers (a) yes (b) No.6. Are you v1s1 e

What means of transport did you use?7.

f (b) Motor vehicles
(a) Animal transporta ron

e of livestock do you keep?
.

8. What typ
.

d
.

e when liave they been coming to
I

.

les are being use ,
srnc

9. If motor ve 11c

" ears (b) 6 to 1 O years (e) 10 to 15 yeaís
this area? (a) 1 to :J Y

.
·

?
. ,, iocally made goods 111 thrs area•

1 O What are the obta1n2.L le .

. ..
·

k g (c) Black srn1ttrng.
Weaving (b) part ma in
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11.Are they much that are sent to some areas? (a) Yes (b) No.
12.Do you have market here? (a) Yes (b) No.
13.How many days interval doe the market hold?
14.When do people st rt t

·

a s reaming to lhe market (a) 9-0am (b) 12 to 10
O'clock

15.what t','pes of commodities do you get?
16. How do you rear your livestock?

(a) do you allow them to go about
(b) do you have a particular place for keeping them.

METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH
In the process of research on this topics the researchers of this

project have gone far using different method to get or collect some

information from the public in crcler to make u-.2 finding comprehensive.
reliable and okay.

The methods use ;'.lcludes:

1. Oral interview

2. Use of questionnaire
3. Field observation at various villages ir. the local government

1 _ ORAL INTERVIEW: - The oral interview was conducted and

collected verbally from the people in ihe local governmer.t. The

I t K t·gi Doko Gaba and Dabban. The respons&s was
peop e a ,u 1

•
•

.

t d
.

simple statistics which ís inform of percentaçe.
1nterpre e in

ESTIONNAIRE· _ The questionnaire were brought
2 USE OF QU .

d. ·t .b •'ed 10 elite in the communities, vi,ages,
and shared or is ri u,

. .

d th establishments for some 1nformat1an on
in the schools an e

L local government
is developed.

how avun
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The questionnaire contains sixteen (16) question with both open
and closed types which demand free and some more elastic responses
from the respondents. About hundred questionnaire were recorded and
returned.

3. FIELD OBSERVATION AT VARIOUS VILLAGES: - The
researchers visited villages sucli c1S Dabban, Doko, Gaba.
Boku. Batati which form part of the most groups being
observed at various development in most communities and
establishment arid took part in struggling to acquire chances for

some children and elders at their l1r:Jrne to enable them obtain a

well developed.



13

CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF DATA

AGRICULTURE
Out of the teta! number of people interviewed in Lavun local

government area, about 98% of the labour force are peasant farmers. This
is because the local government is having an extensive agricultural land
suitable for the dominant crops, íliat is Guinea corn. Also i:ibout 48 out of
the 50 interviewed that is 96º/4, of lhe respondents used crude agricultural
implem1:;nts like hoes, cc1tlasses and axes.

In terms of crops, generally guinea curn is the L..urninan: crop,
because about 95% of the farmers engaged in guine3 corn culL,1ation.
Groundnut is also widely grown, the other crops are rice, Yarns, maize.
millet. etc

In terms of cash, guinea corn has be2n acting as both cash and

food crops. In the past, groundnuts have been over taken by guinea corn

b d nut have low price at the same time ground nut isecause groun

laborious in the process of growing. Also ground nut can not be stored for

.

th t any lime the farmer need it, he can sell them but cana long time so a ·

. .

-

.

.

d th price Another reason why tile crop is facing ú rapidnot determme e ·

. . .

I k of market, especiaiiy in the case of groundnutdecline in cultivation is ac

which is prone to diseases.
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IMPLEMENTS

About 96% of the farmers still use crude implements in theircultivation. The machete, hoes, 'zukun' and axe have been much morecommon than machineries and there has been limited use of fertilizer andinsecticides despite their high returns.

EXPANSION OF AGRICULTURE
The expansion of agriculture in the local government is main'y by

farmers and this could only be done by availE,bility of money and the
sources of money is mainly through co-operative societies.

L8ck of capital: - farmers use to get loans either from the busíness
men or tt·eir colleagues, that is the well to do farmers. about three years

ago twenty-five farmers benefited from tl,e governmer.t loan.
There have been improvement in equipment five years ago é1:1d is

only effective in area like Doko, Kutigi and Dabban. Tractors have been

used but mainly by farmers leaving in villages listed above because the

along the roads, only Dabban wl1icl1 is not along the mainvillages are

road.

f
.

ns and two co-operative societies availabie toThere are our un1O

d t contribute money and hire tractors.
farmers, where the farmers use o

,
.

d Gaba Looking at the above, the ,armers.

t Kutigi Doko an ·Such u111ons a '

. because the tractors tend to ease the
. fil from the u111onsare going to bene

economy will also im,Jrove
I lou hing. The farmers

problems of manua P g

h d lanJ hence producing more
·11 be abundant of ploug e ,

because there WI
.

.

ti e local government.•

population in 1

, ,efood for the growmg
.

t· 5 what the people cal, L..ílU-
in associa 10n 1

Another type of farm g

f land and hire a tractor to
le clear a vast area o

Zakama' where the peop
. .

d mong the farmers in accordance
. land is d1v1de a

prepare the land. This
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with the money contributed by each family. This association is of greathelp the farmers who have hence improving the economy of the localgovernment and boosting food production. This type of association exist atDoko, Kutigi and Gaba.
The development of agriculture also started about fifteen years

ago when 111osl of lhe farmers bec¡¡me ¡¡ware of the import¡¡nce of
fertilizer. Fertilizer has been existence for aiong time bu\ it stc:.rted
functioning well when the Government "tarted sending agriec;::ural
extension officer who ad·1ice the fcnmurs on the type of ferlilrzer lo ap,J!y lo
a particular crop and the best method to use in lhe application CJf the
-fertilizer. There are about five agricultural extension officers in the loca!

government. Before the ad1•0nl of the agricultural extension office,,;, the

farmers were facing serious problems because they did not know the type
of fertilizer to upply to which type of crop
Another sign of improvement in agriculture is through the use of rmp¡·oved

seeds in this area. Chemicals for pest control is almost absent in this iocal

t because the farmers have no knowledge of their appl:cat1ongovernmen
d there is no money to purchase the chemical.

.

an
-

effec'ive management in tl1is area, because abmn 99%There Is no '

. - A d in order to boost agriculture, the fa:mers
f th f rmer" are ,ll1terate. no e ª V

I dge of modern agricultural practices
h thorough know ehave got to ave a

.

t ctions In adciition, in order to
b able to read ins ru .

and should at leaSt 8

t th gh the help of the state
- he local govemmen rou

- .improve agriculture t

t" s to link the farmers l1v1ng
k d on road construe ion

-government has embar e
ake it possible for tractors to

d market so as to m
in the interior to the rea y

. stems to carry the harvested
dern transportation sy

pass and other mo

product from the villages.
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Apart from farming, tho farmers also keep livestocl(, QOéHs, s.,eep,donkeys and they also keep poultry. Goat is the main livestock rear:,? :C,rcomrnercial purposes. Son1e of lhe farmers use to take t:1eir gosts '.J ::?esouth for s:·dc and the mon,-,y is used fo, Luying more goats, the _)ro/:tgoes to th8 fa1rn for i1:1proven,cnt but th,s is lin,,ted lo the we::-io-do
brn1ers. Some farn,e,·s keep goal for prestige, for ex&:·.;;¡le ,he ty::,e of
goat called 'Gusuru' is k31Jt by chk;ís and ,:;:e holders among the :<upe
t: ii.le, they COl'nl llwir wealth in krms uf goats each :ioss::;ss.

Sheep me kE,pl for rnual a11d cash. ocn,c! uf U1G sl1c:,;i In ll1:, ::;?al
gover,·1rne11t me sold especially clurir,ci sa!lah ;:;ncJ Christr,?:..s respec. 12ly,
where they aro i:1 h:gh ccn,c,:d. Some o:,:r:ié\:s nrc used fer rit .. ::;.

The fulc!l"lÍS williin t,c local oovernment re:ar ca,t'e :?,,. li1Gy :·.crdly

I ·¡-1- ·n t:;:.'fl-~or-Jh\' v1i+'7 .,,·"'"te.:'.::(.,.._":'.?-~settle perinan2:nll/ L·1 3 p 2C'8. :ley move!'-, :1[ ell,'/ '
cl ., '-' '-·-'-'·•·

Fron1 tho 8l1ovc one cai·1 sec tl iat !o:·rn cf aoricL;i:?1,::; IJ::c ;__-,. _;;?ing
.

- ?---,1'-n i',,-,u,,,1-, l/l'C!i é-da:Jt2c! .·) thecuflívalion rn,d pé!Slor;::I brm11·::d '
:101 J ._:"lw, ,7 ",J .) ' . •

I

•'..
d

,..
r ·'a'ivelv ,-p2rse pooc 3;1;:ine11viron:11c11t, are ossocI,lle. w;,11 e,. e,

, v,
,_ . . .

not intensive and lhe yieius are low. Despite tn;.c il is

11 [p ··-? 'c~I•,·1vcstock rearing tt1?.'- hcl:J in sv,e. ;r.;; u u ,cc •

v.?
mainly farming 2nd

U ie local gov::rTH--:1ont cxpcrler1? ? lt,2

trad:'.':::?al sec:>s of

pliysical
lJocnuse they are

t eCOllOITly. Howcvc¡·govem111en
b stwce11 modern ;:,r.dconlrelsts and dis! iz,rnion'/ .,,

.
...,

·

1_ -? .....
.

' ',3ve b?on te:·mc,cJ dua,1.c,lic.these economic wl1Icn " ~
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INDUSTRY

Industries in this area are mainly small scale industries and :ocalmanufacturing industries Which prevail in lavun local government.The first small scale i, ,du,try which contributed chiefly to theeconomy c;f the locul government is
grinding machine which is found

almost in every village in the area of the local government. At Kutigi ,i· .. 2re
are nine and at Doko there sixteen. The main things grinded are guinea
corn ??hich is the staple food s1uff of lhe people Groundnut is also gri1-,dedbecause it is usct.J for lll.:Jk111g lucdl '..JIUUI1L1, Iut cakr" called "Kul1" and li"I lhuprocess of making the "Kuli" groundnut oil is also extracted. B.:Jmba1·¡_ nutand beans are also grinded for making cal1e.

This grinding machine 1s easier than the fon-ne,· rrn,thcd of g1·inv1g,which is too laborious éllld time consuming, where stones are used.Another small-sca:e inJustry round in lhe local government is ¡:;:ctro
.

.

I t tl"e economy of the lesai
selling. These industries contribute immense Y o 1

•

overnment. Petrol selling stations are found at Kutigi, Doko and K(1v1
g

·industries al certain villages where at least two or
There are also such

f d These industries have solve the problems
three drums of petrol are oun .

.le have to travel to Biela.of petrol where formally peop
.

.

k Bakery is fou;1d
.

rtant small-scale industry is Ba ery.An another unpo
d Dokokeries al Kutigi, Dabban an .

at Seri. There are also Ba
.

bl- cks are that of rLicl
. .

ro found but the llléllll ü

'

Block making is al.,
.

·ndustry is also found,
.

o uailly. Slaughtering I

"

brick. These have lrttle or n q

their head called ''Etsu naka
·11 The butchers have

d ds are also

almost in every VI age.
lly manufacture goo.

dur'ry loca
.

Apart from small scale in .,,
,

T' e main traditional industnes arement area. '7

.

1 of pottery

found in lavun local govern
ottery. Will7 t11e exceptIormilling and pWeaving, drying, black
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industry, which is
usually with respect to clay pots and streams, other

industries are
invariably carried out in family compounds.ln black smiting the People make hoes e.g Dugba, Zukun, Gaea and

Egbaa. These are mainly used on farms, loca/ knives are also made Themanufactured good are so/d mainly within the local government.In weaving, on/y Women ro/I and spin raw cotton and use the lccallyprepared blue and brown dyes, although there Is tendency for the dyingand making up of Qannent to be more restricted than the weaving Andalso locally farm is weave in Kutigi.
There are also tailors, carpenters, watch repairers, repairc:s ofmotor cycles and bicycles and other petty jobs are found in the iocalgovernment.

Palm wine tapping, is also practiced in some parts of the :ocal
e overnrnent. Local wine called "Ege-zuru", Ogoforo are brewed

.. :•!Jpe

g

ia Doko and Pohshabokolo bcew ego-ww, while

',O"-md,'::"
people

, " til ng in th.3 various villages rra .. Ing
mainly lbos and other southeme1s _,e I ,

-

Gnt brew Ogogoro.up the local gove1 nm

'rated in certain qua:-ters.
.

e markedly caneen,The above industries ar '

-

ed to depend mo:e on
.

at this concenlratIon seem
•

It was discovered th
.

than economic fac,ors.d organisation rather

eco:.Jmic

social structure an

.b te immensely to theThese industries contri u

.

b· ·cause l11ey provicJe employrnenlcal govern111e11l G

.

and po-ctery

cieve/oprnenl of lile lo

1/ing grinJing machines. such as petrol se ,and industries,
1 overnment.to the loca gprovide a lot of money
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TRANSPORT

There are t Wo (2) ty
government. These ?r

Pes of
transportation t

.

e, e road and . "
sys em in the local

mainly found at the viii .

Wc1ter t1 ansport. Water tr .

ages living ar anspa,, ,s

Road transport in thi" .

ound or on the opposite side of .·,., élJ e;-i contrib
t

?
.

.

a '1?er.

people because it form,· -
.

,, 0.,
1111,nensoly to the economy of

.

..., an m1portctnl ,:_, .

"ic

considerable scope for 1

_
,

.,ector for investment, it g,v,:s
.

Occ1I
en,repreneurs ,-r·

.
.

small savI11g. Foad tra. ,, .
.

· av 111ty and I:westmei··. 0?ILput ,11 this local econcentrated area will· r ,..1 . .

• govr::rn,nent links populz,,:on
· 1 U,u aie;:i and others.

It serves as rnarket for O __passvi ,gers and farei n
·

-
.

but over considerable di"la _

g maiitly on local k.s,s

. _.

? nces f,oad provides lhe idcJI medium ·orecon on 11c development and int ¡-
.

. .
.

·

.
.

.

egra 1011 and while ,t sometimes oµeratG.; ,n
co1nplet1on with other media its .· . .

. .

e, p11111e runct1ons t:as been latent dem2:·,d
111 accessible areas not served by other forms of transpe,,t.

Despite the above functions of road transpo1iation in Lavun iocal
government most of the roads are seasonal, only t.'ie federal trunk 'A' rv.c:d
from Kutigi is used successfully all the y0a( rou11d.

During the raining season, these roads become slippery and mucidy

and although the surface is best rolled and reated during this time ¡+ is

often impossible to get heavy equipment 111 the local government. frJs

during the raining season some areas like Ooko and Dabban are isolatsd,

that is they devoid of motor vehicle. The number of commercial vehicle is

increasing rapidly in this area, the common ones found are mainly H2,ice

Poº I I b d Open Toyota which is again called motor eti
,

u ar y known as osu an

vunla (Akorikwara).
Cial vehicles is a reflection of 'é·e

Since the number of commer
.

activity and availabi;¡ty of otr,er
character and distribution of economic
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forms of transport, il is lherefore lhat most of the cornmercial vehicl12s arefound in the p[population concentrated areas. Rapid urbanization hasbeen a further stimulus to the use of commercial and passenger vehi:le inthe local government.
These forms of transport contribute to the economy of the iocalgovernment because it has eased the problem of other forms of trans:?ortApart fron1 the above forms of transport about 30%, of lhe popu:?:ionof the local government who are engaged in agriculture still use bicyc2 fortrnnsporl. This is rnvinly found where motor vei11cles canr,ot penetra:,? to

carry the farm product to lhe market and so they have to use other forms
of transport to where they get motor vehicles. IL should be noted that vnter
transport is compulsory in the isolated areas during the rainin¡J se;c,son.
Places like Egbagi, Gbara, Man1be and fopko are compellcci to use :oca:
canoe since there are no bridges across the rivers which is a barna to
motor transpor[ ancJ also impede normal co,1,act with other surrour,::,ng

"

ngarako" orvillages. Sometime and unopen calabash known as ma

,
.

.

used but it is time consuming because it cannot carry more ",anmange is
.

b "he rope ·ant a time and again it is a risk, ecause , ~
one or two person a

rrc• •

t drowned. Transport is facing great proble .. ·" rnt nd the people may ge
.

•
. •

,

cu a
.

bl f·· ·ing transportation ,r, ,. ,.st The maII1 pro em c.v ,lavun local governmen ·

area is lack of good roads.
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MARKET
Market plays an important role in the economic developm1:::1,t oflavun local government area.
Of all the rnarket in lavun local government none of them is regular,they are all periodic and some of then are seasonal.About 100% of all ll1e markets have five days interval before thenext market hold. Sorne use to l,old on Sundays, Saturdays but those ofFridays are more in number. Below is \aLle showing the market da:,3 ofeach of lhe villages chose;n for study in the local govemment.

t opie start streaming into lhe rv.2:?etHere in this local governrnen ' pe
.

C:. 'orO 00 a.m. for villages located along the main roa - 'around 9.00a.m to 1 .

11 to 12 O'clock for v1ll29esle Kuf1gi Batati and doko. And aboutexarnp ,

in the interior.
·1 ?tion is different for most of :::e. .

season, the s1 u«
•·'

During the raining
.

f before they go to .ne
d they work on their arms

people are farmers an

1 al governn-,ent
market

11 111 markets 1n this oc
It was found out that populat10

Irving closely in a particular ¿;;ea
and time. Farmers

lly wine is sold andvaries with season
h markets and norma

. some oft e
normally orgamze

. d rs go there.some time petty tr él e
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The main
commodities

brought into this market are mainiy farm
products because most the inhabitants are farmers.Of more important and more common are other comm.Jdities
brought by hausa and Yoruba

, sanie time, Oggogoro is brought :;y the
women anel other

southerners_
The main Proble1ns

facing niarket in this local governments iack ofgood roads that
discourages son1e líade:rs.
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SUMMARY CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The economy of lavun local government depends large:y onagriculture, industry, transport and market.
Agriculture is the dominant economic activity of the people. The fa::nersare mainly peasant farmers. Shifting cultivation is practiced espc"iallyamong those farmers who do not live in \owns. Most of \hé f2rnn prvJuc8are consumed while the remaining prni is sold_ The development of
agriculture has been low because of illiteracy anel the crude imple!·:-,c:11ls,
which is still widely used. Animal rearing is suffering greatly in \h¿ ,oc¡;¡!

government.

Industry also plays a greater role in \he economy of the people L.c,cal
- . .

bl k smi\! ,, andmanufacturing industries like canoe bu1ld1ng, weaving, ac "' 'a
,-

1
11- bakery and e :·,.,aIngd

. and small scale industry like f :ê!lro se.,:ng, "'y1ng
.

-- of the local
. all combine together in swelling the econo,1 iyengine

government.
rt in economy of tlêec loca!ri developed plays apaTransport, although poo y

-" -d transport. Some :oads.

r transport system 10 roa
- -

- . -
- ,

government. The maJO
-

d l11er thins which 17111dc º freeresult of poor bridges an o
are seasonal as a

ns art is also seasonal.
movement by motors. Water tra p

I ov£ nment none of them se?ms to
t ·11 the loca 9 ·

"?sona\Of all the marke s I

.

die and sorne are s8?
e all peno

.

d
The markets ar

an be sui;¡:esie
hold twice a week.

the ct1·y season. It e

d'sappear after
overnme.'t:, thebecause they used to I

.

d in lavun local g

h. h
. to be improve

·on for the farmers w icthat for agriculture
agricultural educa\1

but to cio thisembark on
. achinery etc.government has to

. application of m

I
al gover:imentf cu1tivat1on,

on of the ocincludes methods o '

.
-

the interior Iocat1
rtation of tr,e farm

I living 111

the transpo 'is to link those peop e
. and to ease

enetrate in
to enable tractor to P
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produce is water transport is seasonal and is caused by lack of bridges, itwill be better if bridges are constructed to ease transportation and producerisking the life of the people.
Industries, both small scale and local manufacturing can te re-organized by the governrnent. Mmkets can be re-organizea to enabl,? the

peasant farmers to sell his crop successfully.
From the results of the study, it seems likely that if adec,uate

transport net ·.vork is provided to produce the necessary links betvvee·, the
different villages in the local government, the agricultural potentials o: the
areas will be well developed and ,his will eventually increase the eco:- ?mie

prosperity of the area in particular and lho Niger State in general.
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Í RECOMMENDATIONS
r·

25

/"

l

In high lighting of the e conornic devei

government in area of t

opment of lavun local
s udy. I wish to rec

If I might be . . .

ommend the following:
at pos1t1on

·

in future transport t'

discourage most farmer .

' ª ion problem, , ... :ch
s 111 the area f

.

o study frorn produci .....

be given due co1rid t·

ng more,. ,uld
" era ion to encoura ,. , ,

.

ge mos, 01 ,he farmers in the fie·: of

large production.
· '

Observation from farm "h? owed certain deficiencies as once the•: are

corrected, the steps or metiluJs t
,

11

.

0 'º ow Legan 1rnrnediately.

Observation from stora ·bge pru lem showed poorly, 'ou, thank fe: :i',e

corrections have started based on how to store products properly.

Farmers are advised to use the most common and adap':cole

varieties recommended for their areas or contact their nearest Agricu1c-ral

extension workers or officers of the ministry oí Agriculture or S:ate

Agricultural Development ProJect of advise on choice of variety, a1·.? to

consult on any other information required

t should come to the aid of the farmer" oí

Finally, the governrnen
,

f Niger State by providing them .ah

lavun local government
area 0

.d d rates fertilizers roads for ec-.;:a

improved varieties of crops at subsi ize '

'

.
lasll Extension services that cou!c oe

transportation of their products
ªnd y

nd also carried their prob!s;ns
.

. to the farmers a

given necessary information



""' ·archers. If
Government due te,

drwelo¡.,rn1;;,\ :,l /•.;;nr,1,h·, ,:.. te,

to the r?--

. maximum
development of ihe farrners in the: 2r% ,,, :.,tvJJ.

achieve


