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ABSTRACT
This essay examines corruption as an impediment to the democratic development
in Nigeria. It also explain the causes and effect of corruption on the Nigerian structure

and finally examines the ways of curbing corruption for effective democracy.
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CHAPTER ONE

1.0 Corruption,
The word corruption is derived from the Latin term

“corrumpo” ( corrumpere, corruptus), literally meaning ‘to rot' to decompose’, to

disintegrate” or to decay” ' In other words, il means to loose “purity” or “integrity”. In

the strict sense, corruption is understood as an act of being dishonest with a given
responsibility or duty for selfish end. It has broadly been defined as a perversion or a
change from good to bad. Specifically, corruption or corrupt behaviour involves the
violation of established rules for personal gain and profit.

Corruption can also be seen as “ all actions that tamper with or compromise justice and
fairness....” Tt is also described as the gain of money, material/ financial resources,
contract, employment, status, power and psychological satisfaction through illegal and / or

immoral practices such as bribery, fraud, abuse of office, robbery, electoral

malpractice....”.

From the above conceptions, corruption is an epidemic that has perméaled into the very
fabric of our society. Since it is a dishonest or an unjust act, corruption debases the value of
human person, erodes the dignity of human persons and annihilates human freedom. The
human person is used as a “thing” an object; a means toward an end instead of being
treated as a subject, an end in himself/herself. Thus corruption distorts the moral norms,
principles or obligation of a given socicty. Some writers say that corruption is endemic in
all government, and that it is not peculiar to any continent, region or ethnic group. It cuts

across faith, religious denominations, and political systems, it affect both young and old,




man and woman alike. Corruption is found in democratic and dictatorial politics; feudal,
capitalist and socialist cconomies™.*

However, corrupt practices did not begin today; the history is as old as the world.
Ancient civilization have traces of widespread illegalily and corruption. Thus, corruption
has been unbiguitous in complex socicties from ancient Egypt, Israel, Rome and Greece

down te the present society. This does not however mean that the magnitude of corruption

is equal in every sociely. Some countries arc more corrupt than others, it depends on the

level of civilization and as to Segun Ogungbemi, “corruption is part of modernization. T
is a glebal phenomenon, however, it is pandemic in Nigeria; the leadets as well as the
followers are corrupt. Corruption incapacitates the development of any given nation or
state. In portraying the same assertion, Olayinka Opafola Opines;
Corruption depreciates the value of honesty,
brotherhood — or  solidarity, altruism  and
putriotisii.... Besides it promotes
misappropriation and/ or misapplications of
funds, capital flight, and shortage of capital” 4
Therefore, the evil consequences of corruption are numerous; corruption, apart from
its effect on a given state, reduce the human person to the level of lower animals by this, I
fnean, man behaves illegally and unjustly. (The animal part overrides the rational part).
Corruption brings disorderliness, anarchy and doom to a nation. It breaches against
commutative or social justice. In a nutshell, corruption connotes an act of demanding,
receiving or obtaining any benefit of any kind either for oneself or any other person on the

account of anything done or not<done, ot to be afterwards done or not done in the discharge

,
of one’s work or duty.
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.2 THE VARIOUS TYPES OF CORRUPTION.

f

g:orruption is a broad concept that cuts across wide range of inle;ests. As such, it embraces
gll facets of human life.

Thus; we shall group corruption 'into four groups, namely:

1.2.1 Political Corruption :

Political corruption takes place at the highest levels of political authority. It occurs
when the politicians and political decision makers who are entitled to formulate, establish
and implement laws in the pame of the people are themselves corrupt, It is best understood
as the unlawful or improper use of influence power and other means to achieve one’s
political ambition. If includes dishonesty, injustice, or partial behaviour on the part of
politicians, government parastatals or employce against the masses. Thus, this nuance or
political corruption is simply a distortion or disorderliness of political setting of any given
nation.®

In broad terms, political corruption is an effort to secure wealth or power through
illegal means for private benefit at public expense. It means the abuse of entrusted power
by political leaders for private gain, with the sole aim of increasing power or wealth. It
involves a wide range of crimes and illicit acts committed by political leaders.

“Moreover, political corruption is an abuse of political system of trust and of the
principles that make democracy effective. Hence, political corruption is an obstacle to
transparency in public life. It causes the loss of faith in politics jus.t like what we are
currently witnessing in Nigeria’s political sphere, it bleaches trust on politicians and
parties, and challenges the values of democracy thereby making the various institutions of

democratic government venulrable. Thus, political corruption is undermining democracy

)




ind good governance, subverting the formal processes. It causes tc; the electoral and
Eg]SIallVC bodies distortions by way of reducing accountability and representation in policy
and decision making to the judiciary and public administrative offices by giving rooms to
unequal provision of services,”

Therefore, political corruption crodes the institutional capacity of government
procedure resources are siphoned abroad, officials are hired or promoted without regard to
performance. It undermines the legitimacy of government, The various instances of
political corruption includes: embezzlement of funds, taking bribes, extortion, insincerity in
awarding contracts, frauds, buying and selling of electoral votes, rigging of ballots,
thuggery cheating etc.

A practical example is the case of the former Edo State Govemor, Chief Lucky
Igbinedion who was convicted and has been standing trial in the case of money laundering
and other corrupt charges brought against commission. The Federal High Court sitting in
Enugu on Thursday, December 18, 2008 convicted him on a one-court charge of corruption
and was fined 33.5m.™""

Another example is that of late Adedibu and his loyalist who unleashed mayhem on
the people in Oyo state whereby voters dare not vote against his “anointed” son Alao
Alala, as waiting thugs always lurked at the corner, armed with cutlasses and guns: cutlass
was very expensive during the 2007 election process in Ibadan.”"!

1.2.2 Economic Corruption

Here, corruption undermines economic development of a state by generating

considerable distortions, and inefficiency. Tt emerges in both private and public sectors.

Business have been known to bid for favour to any level prov;ded the economic cost of

‘ 1 ‘f‘*“ 3
4\_ f.Lf




Eﬂch favour does not exceed the returns and the value made possible by such corrupt act. In

Ei.‘-hc public. sectors, distortions in government budgetary, plans, diversion of public

‘Einvcsunem into private projects, bribes, kickbacks of governments plaﬁs, reduction in the
quality of government services and infrastructures, Thus, cconomic corruplionJ can be
defined “as the abuse or misusc of the resources of a given nation through illicit payments,
inflation profiteering.”"? The various forms of cconomic corruption include;
(2) Adulteration of Business products
Adulteration is simply defined as “the act of making any commedity impure by the
addition of other base ingredient.”"" Thesc extra ingredient corrupt the original form, nature
and quality of such products thereby rendering them ineffective when used. The negative
result may be risk of health. Adulieration of food items beverages and drugs are done
mainly with the aim of increasing profits for the manufacturers or merchants. This for
instance, is most obvious in Nigeria. S.N. Iwe in his “Socio-cu!turzﬂVissucs in Nigeria”,
identified one of the problems of Nigeria as “enslavement to money and decling in public
morality,’”4 This explains why most Nigerian businessmen go to any extent, using any
means and objects to make “quick meney, even if it means trading on human parts,
(b) Deceit in Advertisement of Products.
Advertisement is a very important aspect of business enterprise. It is a public notice
of offering or asking [or goods, services.™® Advertisement is an important part of any
business because it is the means by which products, services and the business itself are

presented to the public as favourable as possible.”'

Deceit on the other hand is the “action
of deliberately trying to make somebody believe something that is not true, usually so as to

get something for oneself.. " Thus, advertisement fertile ground for business enterprise. It




becomes another form of cconomic corruption when fake products are being advertised just

| for the sake of profit maximization, not considering the lives of the public. Tt can be

corrupted when businessmen falscly cmploy the medium as a strategic means of

“profiteering” and “accountability” of wealth. In this regard, advertisement can be
misleading and deceitful not only in the sense of say what is overlly false but also when it
distorts the truth by implying things that arc not so.

Economic corruption hus taken over the cnlire sectors in Nigeria that has to do with
money. This buttresses the charges leveled against some bank ofﬁcilals recently. These
people includes Berth Ebong of Union Bank, Sebastian Adigwe of Afribank, Okey Nwosu
of Finbank, Erastus Akingbola of Intercontinental Bank and Cecilia Ibru of Oceanic
International Banks, They were sacked by C.BN on August 14, 2009 for combined
M747bn toxic loan.”" The Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) sealed off
some of the propertics linked to Cecilia bru. The EFCC had earlier seized the properties
and shares linked to her in 27 companies, including banks, oil and gas,
telecommunications, aviation as well as real cstates and manufacturing firms. The anti-grafi
agency claimed that some of the properties were brought with funds belonging to Oceanic
Bank. The value of the assets and bank account is put at over M¥399 billion, The EFCC had
scized 103 choice houses and shares in 77companies in Nigeria belonging to Tbru.”"
Where will all these lead us is a question that we all need to ponder upon.

(¢) Human Trafficking/Child Abuse

Human trafficking is ifct another aspect of economic corruption. In human

trafficking, human beings are taken to be goods and commuodities that can be exchanged for

money. Human trafficking is described as “an illegal exchange and use of human being




specially children women and girls for money or profit making.” This is what is called
g

Hrafficking as;

E
f_*"Neo—Slavcry". The United Nation protocol gave a miore elaborate definition of human

Recruitnient, transportation, lransfer, harboring, or
receipt of persons hy means of threat or use of force or
other forms of coercion, abduction, fraud, deception,
abuse of power, or unhealthy or the giving and
receiving of payments or benefits to achieve consent of
a person or having control over another Jor the purpose
of exploitation, "

Therefore, human trafficking is a corrupt form of economy because man is treated

as an object of trade and not as

a subject of trade itself, According to Karl Marx, “Man is

| treated as a means to an end not as an end in itsel£7% It dehumanize and rob man of his

dignity, thus, it is cxploitative. As such, it is unjust and deprives human freedot, Nature

endowed every man with certain right and freedom, But in case of human trafficking, the

rights to freedom of the individual is violaled. It encourages immoral behaviour since most

of those trafficked are usually

uscd for immoral and sundry criminal activities such as

prostitution and consequently unwanted pregnancy which leads to abortion or child abuse

and the rapid spread of diseases and untimely death.

Child abuse is scen as the misuse or violation of a child’s right this includes child

labour and rape. A typical example is that of child rape in Kano police and government

officials in Northern Nigeria’s city of Kano have reported an upsurge in incidents of child

rape and said that young girls are now unsafe in (he city. In one incident a 70-year-old man

allegedly raped a three year old girl Suleiman Abba, Kano’s deputy Police Chief said

“Child rape is becoming rampant in Kano and we are worried that if nothing is done to stop

the problem. It will go out of hand. In the last six months, pelice in Kano recorded 54 cases 7

. : w23
of child rape and made 60related arrests. In some cases the victims are gang-raped.




Experts gave a number of reasons for the phenomenon. “some men have this

superstitious belief (hat they can cure themselves of HIV/AIDS through rape. Others

believe that they can become rich if they commit this act ofin‘esponsibility.“z" Abubakar an

Islamic Scholar sajq

1.1.4 Social/Attitudinal Corruption

Social corruption is associated with anarchy, distortion or disorderliness. It may

lake the form of environmental degradation or pollution, It is regarded as social
degeneration or deterioration. Thus, we can define social corruption as a disorderliness of a
given structure be it state or natural objects. A typical example of this is the case of Niger
Delta. The exploration of oil in Niger Delta has caused a lot of pollution to the land, water
and air. The federal govermmenl agreed on 13% derivation for the havoe wrecked on the
soil and water of the Niger Dellans, The question we should ask here is whether this
derivative principle is enough to compensate for the pollution? This is why the Niger Delta
people are clamoring for Resource Control so that they will be able to manage their
rescurces themselves. The people of this area are really suffering because the water has
been polluted by oi] spillage they cannot farm on their land and the gengral»conditiun of the
people is pathetic which calls for a quick intervention from the government.”” We shall
also discuss something similar which is Attitudinal Corruption.

Attitudinal corruption is the same as moral corruption which is the worst form of
corruption, moral conducts urc- the summit of every ideal state or nation. Attitudinal
corruption leads to devastation and destruction of any society, In the true, sense, what
makes a society to be ‘good’ is the moral upbringing of her members. If the members of a

society are morally corrupt, that society cannot progress politically, economically stc. Far




instance, the problem with Nigeria is characterized by this very unfortunate phenomenon.,

In most Nigerian educational institutions as well as in the rest of the country, cultism,

>

prostitution, rape, indecent dressing, robbery, assassination and other uncharitable vices

have filled up the land, Nkeonye Otakpor rightly noted this ugly situation thus:

The moral crisis Jacing  Nigeria today is
unprecedenied. A sober reflection on the use of
the nation would reveal that all is not well with
. There is, for example, « break down of
discipline in the home, school and worlplace.
Traditienal Nigerian values have been totally
dislocated while the wmnbridled achievenrent
consciousness has driven « wedge beiween the
self und the others. Egoism, clannishness,
selfishness,  bureavcratic corruption, grafi....
now constituie the graimmer of conduct and the
standeard of moralin®™®

In a strict sense, moral or attitudinal corruption is referred to as corruption of the

conscience or corruplion of consciousness a situation whereby there is anarchy, chaos and

doom in a given nation. The problem in urban cities has worsened, or created conditions

which favour moral depravity c.u. the desire for employment; the wish to show wealth

through acquisition of women the flamboyant demonstration of materialism in the midst of
poverty.
1.2 The Concept Democracy

The term democracy derives from the Greek words ‘demos’ meaning “people and
“Kratia’ meaning rule.””” Thus, clymologically speaking, democracy has come to be
reckoned with as rule by the people, it has on this basis being credited and regarded as a
workable system of government for all and sundry, that is, democracy has come to be seen

as the government that entails the essentials needed for the day-to-day political activities of

every country. However, the basis for this is not far fetched, it owes largely to the belief




{hat democracy albws for the participation of every one, The implication of this is that the
governance of te state resides’ in the hands of the people and this is the argument
advanced for 1 entrenchment of democracy in any given polity. The argument that brings
aboul the consus that is largely aseribable to the adoption of democracy as the best kind
of govem*m stems largely from the ranging debate among political philosopher and this
eiter (the question; which form of political system is best compatible with a system of
gao)uvcrmmcc that cuts across every socicty. There are two main forms of democracy
A we are going to analyze as follows.
£.1 Direct Forms of Democracy
In general term “direct democracy” usually refers o satiation where citizens partake
in making policy detision in person, without going through representative and legislatures.
The classic examples of this is the New England Town Meeting where anyone from the
town who wants to show up to debate and vote on town policy can do so. Direct democracy
proposals tend 1o focus on voting schemes that would allow widespread, virtually continual
valing by millions of citizens." .
1.2.2 Representative Form of Democracy
Representative democracy is a form of government founded on the principle of
elected individuals representing the pecople as opposed to either autocracy or direct
democracy. In many representalive democracy, leaders are most commonly elected in
election by a plurality of those who are both eligible to cast votes and actually do so. A

representative  democracy that cmphasizes individual liberties is called ‘Liberal

democracy’. In liberal democracies, representatives are usually elected in multi-party




election that are free and fair. The power of representatives in a liberal democracy is

usually curtailed by a constitution or other measures to balance representative power.”’
Going by the definition of democracy and the tenets of liberal democracy, are we

practicing democracy in Nigcria-i? Has Nigeria ever conducted any free and fair election?

Do we have anything called ‘checks and balances” in Nigeria government today? Ts

mafianism not taking cver Nigeria democracy today? What we have presently in Nigeria is

patron-client relationship between leaders and their so called godfathers which has become

a pestilence to democracy in Nigeria, Can Nigeria politics ever be free of corruption?
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CHAPTER TWO

I CAUSES OF CORRUPTION AND THE NATURE OF DEMOCRPLCY IN NIGERIA

2.1 Causes of Corruption
Corruption is onc of the social problems that stares humanity in the face. It is a
global problem with certain destructive tendencies in the third world countries like Nigeria.
But the rate of corruption in Nigeria is so alarming that one is constrained to ask; is there
anything specifically in the nature of Nigerians that makes them to be so corrupt? There is
2 common belief among people that poverty is one of the major causes of corruption. Here,
it is argued that there exists a great deal of poverty among Nigerians in almost every
segment of their sacictal life. In Nigeria today, it is just a few famities that can afford three
square meals a day, wear good clothes or cnjoy the basic necessities of life such as water,
good road network and electricity.! Henee, everyone takes o corruption, Tt is in view of
{hese that we shall analyze the causcs ol corruption as follows.
2.1.1 Political cause
Under the political causes of corruption we have the following causes.
a. The origin of corruption in Nigeria: the colonial peribd.

Colonialism could be said to be the primary cause of corruption in Nigeria. The
colonial masters in the first place brought with them complete imposition of the foreign
ideas on the whole of Adrica including Nigeria. It alienated rich African cultural values
tradition and ideas that prorﬁmc the spirit of brotherhood, hospitality and solidarity among

them. African sociely in it’s communalistic spirit which upholds the sacredness of life and

the dignity of human persmxZ




Although, one cannot rule out the fact that traces of corruption were also found in

§

African sociely as carlier mentioned. However, the arrival of the Britons were not

favourable to a great extent to Nigeria. [t is not as il we are neglecting the impact made, but

i's policy of “divide and rule” (indirect rule)} encouraged speedily the growth of
corruption. The British set about establishing local chiefs, creating tribes and gave room for
tribal conflicts. The Chiefs were given room o exploit the natives, thus inculcating in them
the spirit of dictatorship, autocratic and being authoritative which is highly noticed today
among our leaders. The resull today is that our leaders see themselves as superior
majesties. Some ol them could go lo any length to suppress their subjects and use them as
beasts. Leadership for them is not a matter of sacrifice or service, but a way of projecting
oneself for seifish interest.’

Another seed of corruption planted in Nigeria was that of exploitation and
embezzlement of nation’s resources. In the fist instance, the few Nigerians hired by the
colonial civil service found the civil service structure as an avenue for the exploitation of
Nigerian resources on behall of the imperial over-lords.* Nigerians were thoroughly
schooled in this culture of exploitation that the public service was variously described to
mean “it is not my father’s job™ so, one was not expected to be overly loyal and certainly
not protective of the entire matter of the public service business.” The result today is that
any Nigerian who happens (o be given a key as an opportunity to a mass wealth and make
himself and his family comfortable. He does not even see the need for accountability and
proper management of government properties.

b. The Problem of leadership in Government




In the words of the famous African Novelist, Chinua Achebe, “The trouble with
Nigeria, is simply and squarcly a failure of leadership”. It is not that Nigeria cannot rise
above the line of poverty. It is not even that Nigeria is lacking that natural and human
resources to enhance development it is just because of the unwillingness or inability of
Nigerian leaders to rise to the level of being responsible and the challenges of personal
example, which are the hallmark of true Icadership, thus, the problems of responsible
leadership in government™.” has been the cause of high rate of corrupt practice in Nigeria.

To a great extent, the greater percentage of the problems in Nigeria today is as a

result of incompelent, insincere and inclfeclive leaders. For most Nigerians, the reason for

contesting for any political post is not serve the motherland, but rather an avenue to acquire

wealth and riches.
Karl Maier also towing the same path as Achebe, laid a big portion of blame to the
leaders as given rise to the problem of Nigeria. He writes:
In Nigeria the blame for its lost gencration falls
squarely on the shoulder of it's peoples leaders,
corrupt  military  dictators and  their  civilian
accomplices in who over the past quarter of a
century have lumbled a once proud nation through
out right incompetence and greun’,‘v
Nigeria, often called “Giant of Africa’, is no doubt, the largest black nation on Earth
with abundant natural and human resources. Yet, this acclaimed giant of a developing
nation ahs refused to develop. It is becoming increasingly clear that at the root of stunted
growth, social, cconomic and political misery is being caused by failure of leadership.
Nigeria has expetienced both of the so-called leaders in the regimes was able to handle the

sityation of the country. There have been series of instable government resulting from

countercoups, antagonism, dictatorship anarchism and manipulations in order to secure




political seats in gover;
I 4 government. Any leader that comes into power comes with new policies

and ideas. There is lac S
ind id here 1s lack of continuity in the whole governmental system. Nigeria is yet to

experience democratically elected government where the needs of the masses will be
focused on. There is an unstable government in the present dispensation owing to the fact
that the present ruling party People’s Democratic Party (PDP), the president and his ruling
cabinents arc not making any positive headway towards achieving a responsible,
government. In the last two clections (2003, 2007), it was characterized with rigging,
thuggery and hijacking of ballot boxes, [raud, violence, loss of lives and so on in most part
of the connll')r.U Most of the governors, and other contestants did all they could to maintain
the second term.

Tn a nutshell, a critical cxamination of the situation of our political leaders shows
{hat there is an irresponsible act of governance in the whole process. It has contributed to
the growth of corruption characterized by embezzlement, kickbacks on contracts, rigging of

. e i 10
election results, instability in political structure coups and counter coups etc.

C. Political god-fatherism

Political god-fatherism is yet another strong phenomenon that has encouraged the

growth of corruption in the country. According to Edward Awugosi, “the nation (Nigeria)

is faced with yet another teething problem of political god- fatherism which like a

harmattan fire, is fastly spreadmg to every state of the nation at the expense of our hard

i 1
earned democracy -

The situation of politics is based on moncy being spent and not on the ground of

tence. As a result, any individual who is campaigning for political office has to be
competence. AS € »




|
L

financially buoyant, 1,y ord

er (o acl

1ieve his own palitical goal, he must surrender his will to

the consent of politic: Sihan
political Bod-Lathers, Ap agreement is to be reached on paying a certain

amount to the paolit ;
b political sponsor(s) when voted into power. Failure to comply warrants an

immediate pelition and altack against hig govemment.'?

An example of this N7 2 ; ; :
xample of this is {he Nigerian styled patron-client relationship which nearly

truncated Nigerian democracy in June 10" 2003. A self confessed godfather, Uba
employed thugs and Nigerian police 1o abduct his godson, Chris Ngige, who was the
elected governor of Anambra state. Onwumere reported that, Ngige’s sin was his refusal to
allow Uba to nominate all political appointees, take the largest share of state’s allocation,
and instantly pay him a sum of N2.5billion; the claimed cost of installing Ngige as
governor. Their loyalists embarked on a batile of “iron” and “stecl”. The state became a
war zone, innocent lives were lost, houses were set ablaze, and Anambra state became
ungovernable for weeks. It was not a case of two fighting, but a desperate godfather (Uba
and his troops consuming cverything at their reach when it became clear that his
investment was gone down the drain. The only solution the federal government proffered
was the threat to declarc a state of emergency in the state,"

This factor has caused the problem of unstable government and irresponsible
leadership in Nigeria. The lruih-rcnmins that, in Nigeria plclilics, before one is qualified to
contest for any elective post, the demands of these hidden men must be adhered to. Most
ofien, there exists tension and clashes among the political godfathers of the different

parties. In such situation, innocent Nigerians died in the cause of these conflict,
2.1.2 Economic Cause

a. High Rate of Unemployment in the Country




In Nigeria today, tly :
dy, there gy 3 1
e many jobless people roaming the streets. Most of them

have good qualifications and are - P
*and are capable of being productive in the labour services. As a

result of frustration, some 3
. of these Young men and women engage themselves in corrupt

yractices such as prostituti : :
pre as prostitution, robbery, internet fraud (Yahoo. fraud) and so on, in order to

survive. Corruptio .
plion therefore, becomes the only means of survival in order to make ends

meet at the end of the day,

Every human being by nature has to work and be given employment in order to earn
his living. [f he is capable of working. The state, on the other hand, has the duty to promote
man’s temporal welfare and also provide the proper carthly conditions in which every
citizens capable of working will be fiee to work in order to earn his livelihood. Let us look
at the number of graduates Nigeria is producing yearly and yet there is no job opportunity.
According lo W. Soyinka, “we have graduates who have graduated for four, five years who
do not even have where to lay the heads lot alone securing jobs." The struggle now

becomes the survival of the fittest which leads to bribery, extortion and godfatherism. Yet

those who are already into the service do not want to retire for young graduates to come in.

However, the Nigerian government is yet to realize a full dream in the labour

system

W het citizens will E’i]il1 cmpioymcnls and wo k decen y fora li\/iﬂg The limitati
ere nc 7 I {

thi e has siven room 1o hi sh nun ber ofcon‘upt met'ICE the nat -
118 N0 as g g ation

2.1.3 Religious Cause
i 2 C there has been series of religion crisis in Nigeria
] [ 1dcpu1dcncc,
Since the time of 11

Muslims and Christians. The problem has been so aggravated that in 1987,
between the Mustt

the consequences of continuous religions war which have claimed
being worried about the




lives and propertics, (he federg) Bovernment
nt est

Religion  AfTairs (NACRA)

ablished a National Advisory Committee on

harged  wigh the responsibility of making necessary

recommendation and seek; ,
exIng possible Ways 1o harmenize the religions cultural interests

and mutual co-existence between (he Christians

and the Muslims,'*

Historically, Islamic relinion . : :
y nic religion came into Nigerin about 11" century to Kenen Borny

and in the 14" ¢y S
century to the Hausa land. By the 17" century, Islam was already a state

religion in the north because (he rulers *

aceepted to rule according to its tenets.'® However,

despite this show of devotion, the rulers were syneretic. This lapsed particularly among
Sarki in Hausa land, led the ambitious reformer Sheikh Usman Dan Fodio to seize power in
1804. Between 1810 and 1817, Shehu established a Muslir administrative system based on
the Sharia, Hadeth and Sunna. This was the system, which Lord Lugard later adopted and
called indirect rule. Given the paucity of personnel and finance at his disposal, Lugard
expediently involved the Muslim leadership in the British colonialr government. In brief,
this pointer out how the Muslims have dominated the Nigerian government in political
affairs and considered themselves as champien leaders of this nation."”

However, Christianity began actively in Nigetia in 1842 with the arrival in badagry
of missionaries of the western mission society (WMS) and the church missionary society
(CMS). Other Christina Mission followed soon afler and within a shott period, the southern
y was a beehive of missionaries activities. Christian mvission advance into

part of the countr

eneY ause the colonial administration was
Northern Nigerian was nat too successful beeau :
1 Where there were no restrictions, the mission established themselves
; ive m.
protective of Isla
s such as education, health care, orphanage and old

fast by providing welfare servic

18
people’s homes.
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Bauchi on 26 Jluly 2009, he inciden led
ed (g ; s
e 0 a four-day armed struggle belween state
securtly lorees and membyepg of the mjji {
ant gy -
ant group, spreading to three other states Yobe,
Kano and Borno and leaving ug many a5 8
: 45 800 people dead, The militant attacks which
followed the arrest of seypr .
everal of jg Mmembers largeted main] i i
ainly police stations, government
building and churches j o :
B in the four states, Boke Haram, which roughly translates as ‘Western
cducation is a sin’. rejee et -
» rejeels Western influences and values and seeks to overthrow the
eral governi The ;
fed 5 ment. The scet appears 1o e an outlet for young often educated, but
unemployed people to ex;

press dissatisfaction with the cslablsihemnt. 2’

2.1.4 Social Cause
The Intluence of foreign Nations

Corruption continues (o thrives strongly in the country due to the influence of the
developed nations ol Europe and America Nigerian leaders have been greatly influenced by
the Western ideologies and policies. Most of our leaders have built mansions, factories and
have hidden billions of dollars in foreign banks. They have helped to develop the Western
World, leaving behind our nation Nigeria. The president, ministers and governors have

: : ol
made so many indefinable trips to Europe and America.
Strongly indoctrinated by the westem idealogy, Nigerians have been politically

deceived into believing that only the white man could guarantee the decision that is good
sceive eving (he

f 1l / il and is inha 5 Y he white man’s continent is
1 i H al nk lhlldble, (6] 2
or them; OHI}/ the white man's nent

ind of influence, most of Nigerian leaders are used indirectly in
secured. With such a kind o

vorld. They are used as ‘saboteurs’ in petpetuating the unjust
building the Western worid. 3
land. They are used as negative tools to hold in

jtati “the native
oppression and exploitation of the na

- Nigeria 22
evelopment in Nigeria.

i nomic d
constant check the pace of political ec i




The Multiplicity of [clmlugius for the
¢ Natioy
Also, due o ;
C o the Numeroyg ideology;
gics,

; . there s |
government. Each regime that e
hfo Power i 2
c

: . iately ab
ides of the past adminig(, Y abandons the old plans or

ack of continuity even in our

ators g bri
br: : :
e e ES out it gwn Imaginative ideas or plans
icoherently. For instance,
» Qg the Babane
d0angida’s adminicipni: i
e l gida’s .ldmmlshatmn, he came with structural
adjustment programme (SAp i
(SAP), Dircetorate for 20od roads and rural infrasiructu ith
4 res wi
billions of naira spent for (hic va.
| r this very pPurpose. Obasanjo also came up with new ideologies to

curb - corrupti o s
curb corruption  Independent Cormupt Practices Commission (ICPC) Economic and
‘inancial Crimes C iss IO 23
Financtal Crimes Commissions (EFCC). Also, Yar’adua presently has come up with his 7

peints agenda. In actual sense, our leaders have been bringing out goed plans, but the

problems is lack of implementation, For instance, the issue of rebranding Nigeria. What the

Nigerian leaders need is an ideology that will be unique in handling our problems, ensuring

4 continuity in governmental functions and a healthy growth towards sustainability in
economic and political sphercs.
2.2 Effects of Corruption in Nigeria Structure

It is no doubt that corruption has become a cankerworm that has eaten deep into the

fabric of Nigerian socicty. It has become so rampant that is seen as a normal way of life for
ric of Nigeria Y.

i le. This to a large extent has alfected the Nigerian structure adversely that amidst
he people. This to a large ¢

: nomy is very bad because of
the ricl { natural resources we have i this country, the economy ¥
ie rich and natura S

i [ both the leaders and the followers. In view of these we shall analyze
corrupt practices ol bo

- ioaria structure as follows:
the effects of corruption in Nigerta struct




2.2.1 Economic Structure

Corruption hyg S0 poims

ated oy Cconomje

and busines;
extent that, people S sltucture today to the

dare OHCH SCare [ rod Cl made in zeria. This sb
SCared o '

: I}lO licls lhm are ma it NIE, ia, his i

most of [I]CSC ]]‘O(ll]ClS are il(I‘.l]lCl"liCd be

; d DCC;

4USC of {he quest for profit making. Some

producers do not v
all they are

alue human, life,

Interested in jg meney. A practical example
was that of a cough sypyp « PSR :
A SCUp, iy Pickin which recently claimed the lives of so many

children who used it. It wac 1ar. 5
L was Idldy discovered that a dangerous chemical was mixed with

the content of the syrup all jn the quiest for quick money,**

Also, expressive of corruption is the many cases of Nigerian business tycoons

importing fake and expircd product into the country. In most cases, the goods smuggled in

are adulterated. As a result, so many Nigerians have suffered terrible sickness and others

have died due to these fake and expired products such as foods, drinks, and drugs etc. In

the course of time, the Nigeria government has set up different control agencies such as;
Standard QOrganization of Nigetia (SON), National Drug and Law Enforcement Agency
(NDLEA), National Agency for Food Drug Administration and Control (NAFDAC). These
agencics arc working but lacks sufficient enforcement personnel and needed materials to

ipprehend the defaulters 25 The Nigeria business world is still being characterized with
dpprehend z :

For these set of‘pcgp]e‘ what matters in business is making money and it
corrupt persons. For thes

i ethni i ion in business
his is made for them, there is no ethnical considerat b
does not matter how this 1s M
justice and the promotion of brotherhood.

+{ for human dignity,
enterprises such as the respect for huim =

2.2.2 Political Structure o e
litics 15 & dirty game and a beehive of evil peop
jgerl oli f !
e ¢ This Nigerian politics is geared towards
s corrupt.

% re i
is that Nigerian pelitical structu




acquiring wealth and noy inth
c SeNnse of
X Of P

itriggje ;
e. Before electj C servige :
peaple. ections, poligie; 10 the natio ;
s iciang o N as believed by mo

itioal apiin; €an go tq any extent e
political ambitions. Durinu the 1; 0 secure power : "

¢ the and achiev
time of (i, campai e their

e : aign rallj et

are bribed with money o other fooq i &N rallies, money is displayed, people
d Ilems

and others i :
; ;
§ are paid heavily to assassinate their

fellow man. If politician (
4T€ 10 bribe ¢

n Nigeria)

el = ach other or the public in order to be
asonable (o assume (ha they will try ¢

0 recoup the amount

they spent, and any syste &
stem c
ystem that'is corrupt will break dowy, 26 Thi, 1 i why po

S s explains politics
in Nigeria is a matter of “(g" i d, gree
O
or “dic” alTair characterized by violent attacks, hatre d

b2 d 5 Hd » BT

and injustice.

In most situati S o
ations Nigerian politics is bascd on tribal identity. Political parties are

formed based on this conception for the Hausa, an [gbo man is not qualified to be elected to

any political post. It is also applicable with the Yoruba man and vice versa. The minority
tribes” political rights arc being denied. It has aggravated corrupt practices in politics in
Nigeria to the extent thal pelitics 1s no more a matler of moral competence but tribal

variations. As rightly observed by Alhaji Shehu Musa Yar’ Adua”

From the first republic to the second republic,

parties werc regionally pased. If you were a

northerner, for example, and you are not a mentber

of the NPN, you were seen as a betrayer of th.e

North... If you were d Yoriba rm]{! youcl:l'jgz ﬁjﬁxt;,r;
1 T . UPN. you are aiso dc

Aetion Group o1 UPN, yo

same thing...”

1 jus {an political system. Persons are being
This presents the unjts

| structure of Niger

ow your money influences the masses. In most

n h
voted not based on competence but 0

is Tl 50 many vices are committed.
& ballot b cized, election result is rigged and y
ases, ballot boxes are sCl#&%

2,2.3 Social Structure




In any given society Wher, 1
g 3 € there i
§ al dege, i ation of
‘ | : S5 ner.
m(H’ﬂI standard, such a S0cigty 1S ih-gSli 1 - o decay s
d J SsUcCally

affecteq, 4
-H % :
Enee, its socia] structures is affected

is sense. Nigeria is bre,
in this s€ oadly 4 ffee
¥ alleeteq ng JUSLin (e cConomj
" e O . o i
Jso its very social struciyre has b SL I e b
n

affect by gy
4 -
¥ this unfortypgge Phenomenon, A eritical

observation of the state of astruct
aStucture

infy
N our instityg
. : 1ons of Tearning, hospi
o G SOOIt - ’ plta]s
administrative sceretariats, public corporation ang ;
4 an Janizati
=i : Orgamzations and so on, will show
-lea 1e deterior: : ilapidat
clearly ating and dlldpululnm slate of Nigeria. T}
S <. ihere are poor road net-work
slems, eleetricity, pipe-bome water «
sy ¥» Pipe-borne watey Supply, communication network, air lines and so on
i3 - 8
Disheartening enough is that, billions ofn

aira to budgeted annually for these, yet, they are

" A Tvate skete
being diverted to private pockets.™ The worst areas of these scence are the western and

castern parts of the country. The condition of Niger Delta people for instance quite

lamentable. This is where the greater part of oil revenue comes, yet, the people lack
sufficient basic amenities like, water supply, electricily, shelter food and so on. The federal

government is not doing anything practical to the plight of these people despite the

T
me of the
movement made by the people and the out cries for alleviation.™ The outcome of

amnesty for the Niger-Delta militant is still hanging. These has remarkably shown the that

: sine and crumbling.
the Nigeria social structure is alrcady decaying an

- :e“gi()ll Structures
o) i structures as impostors and false prophets,
[ in religions
C ]-1~ll[)lii)|'l has come also 1 Tells t s | 2 t
/i der to enric emselves.
have ﬁl!cd our country 11 or
vangelists and healers ha Y l | : yf
edium 10 sxphon em and mal
a medt 1 hi d
i le butar
£ fai s the [)80]} 5 | g ehmobne
Matter of faith l)mldmu m 5 o s
Tod rise for pro makin
€ beco ‘ness enterp
Z10 as bex c a businé £, as been used
: i"n. € jy‘ = - : ¥ jal status pOWEr, fame, honor and 5o on.
of ing socid S s
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life. It has made

mzmy lo

believe (hat Nigeria is a dead country and a hopeless nation,
(Corruption ahg it e . 3 :
: caused the decay ang dereliction within the infrastructure of government
and the sociepy Tealsn; 4
Ly in physical, soctal and human terms. Corruption has caused the downfall of

this nation, The varipys

mslitulions  gyuch a5 schools, hospitals business centers,

roanizati OrNGTEa o 5 .
Organization, Corporation, officds and S0 on are dilapidated, The money allocated for such

projects are most often being embezzled.

Chinua Achebe, in his navel “No Longer at Ease™ described this ugly situation this

phrase almost found on the lips ol all “everybody is doing it”.** This happens in both public

and private places, In administrative offices, our top officers practice frauds, cheating or

stealing of funds.

As one travels on Nigeria high ways, there are frequent police check points and

barricades. They are not concerned with checking arms and smuggled goods but anly and
travelers. Nigeria is gradually becoming another “Sodom and Gomorrah”. Corrupt
practices are considered normal ways of life. Crimes are being celebrated as banquets,
There is a complete failure in the practicc of law in our law courts. The problems of the
power holding and insufficient power supply still remaing a perennial problems in this
country; the roads are bad causing high rate of accident. Indeed, Nigeria is completely the
verge of total collapsc.“‘1
b. Political Instability

The chaotic and disgusting state of this nation right from the time of independent
has been the abnormal situation that has presented the unstable nature_of our government

i i e Nigeria itical structure is not built on a
i ] cracy all this while. The Nigerian politica
and the failed democracy

dation and thus, the various instances of political turmoil, anarchy and chaos
solid foundation 4 s,




duting elections among the native tribes, Democracy is also yet to be actualized in its full
ream since parties formed during clectoral process are rather motivated by the strong
Hactors of cultural variations/tribal differences and other individual motives such as the

south-south, south-west, north and middle bells, which are the true hall marks guiding
[

e x: ' . 4 » o
palitics in Nigeria.™ In the course of history, we have experienced both the military and

civilian government yet, none of (hese have made greal impact that will really move the
nation to a positive end. This is because of the mstability In our political system from the

formation of political partics (o the very acl of governance.
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CORRUPTION AND D‘EMO(‘RA(‘Y I
-Yi THE

NIGE
0 Introduction "ERIAN EXAMPL R,

In this chapter, attention will be f
Ocused on i
€ notion of the crisi
| o : crisis of democracy in
relation to corruption in Nigeria 50,
geria. Also. in the Jayter part of this chapter. hall anal
\ . | s chapter, we shall analyze
ways of curbing corruption for [ :
ay | for Demogeratic Sustenance in Nigeria, which will f
: cria, which will focus mainly
on the ethical implication of corruption on democerae
acy.

1.1 Economic Perspective

2, Embezzlement of National Resources

Some Nigerian lcaders, no doubt, see public ofﬂcés as a place to amass wealth and
niot a place for patriotic service to the nation. Many of them steal the nation’s funds and
stashes them in foreign banks. People struggle, fight, kill in order to get to the top and eat
out of the “national cake”. The leaders cmbezzle money meant for the development of the
country thereby leaving {he country dry, poor and stagnant without any economical or

: This Br . tmie liberal democracy whercby everyone sees
social dcvelgpmcm,’ This problem hinders true liberal y Y ¥

himself or herself as being competent o Jead not because of the interest to lead but the
as £

5 / it was discovered
interest in the government money. Inthe reporl given by the World Bank, it e
1 b ot

= i el anks, Nigerian leaders
that th test pereentage of looted money discovered 10 foreign b g
al the greatest percentae :

i < A [rican leaders.”
were the highest among {he rest of All

g [ Nigeris htician, bHSi essmen and top
0 then i Ll”il'lC the ﬂ.lllﬂhcl\ of ngCH] po 1
ne can thet ) i | |
C] (¢} (ol S : di in fo Glg 1 banks. his amount 0
i | th 1'I'lti0|1‘ ; fur d ar d stal h { it r
bfficers who have stolen ¥ stashel . T | V

< c 5 © ic allevntc the sitnation. Yet,

hi ()UI'IU‘Y CQ]LHIHH)’ WGl.lld h Ip al

Money if IHVCSth in ths ¢ 8




IEJ\]'iLI with a po ul 418
N N I dll(ﬂ]( ‘]h(jul 2U| il
101 congy nue
1eto live i m

pountiful natural resources (hyy, abject poverty amidst the

any other A fyig

o a1l country.
p. The Problems of ACC()lllltﬂl)ilil\ y

Another factor, which shows the wea
; cak

structure of Nigeri
s L erian Democracy, i
accountability. The mentality of gerig mocracy, is lack of

50me pe = ,
People is that public offices are plages o malte

money, leaders cat freely .
¥ and unquestionably from the treasure 1 ti t for th
hat 1s meant for the good

of the state without acc ability. 1
accountability. They cribark on foreign trips that are undefinable using

the nation’s funds without given adequate account

Interestingly, the federal government makes budgets with billions of naira yeatly.
Also, monthly revenuc :1||nculin-ns are shared to states in billions, yet there is no instance
where the account is rendered 1o the public on how these monies are being spent. Lack of
accountability in any area of lifc shows irresponsibility and it will slow down any form of
development and hinders true liberal demoacracy.”

3.2 Political Perspective
It is different for Nigerian o practice a true democratic government that is free from

the intervention of the military that1s dictatorial or tyrannical, let’s go down memory lane,

forty-nine years of independence no doubt, has brought to force some reflections on both
=% dlo

the life and futurc of Nigeria While it can be argued that the country has made some
al gkl
roblems for the people of the counlry.d

: : created
democratic gains, 1t could be said to have cres P

cople would agree {hat what has happened in the last forty-
However, very many Pes
~pihed as an attempt at democracy and not democracy itself.
nine years could best he descr

Olugbenga Isaac has {his to say:
pded pertammg to

n has reco
& because Nigeriains

the
teve! g"”’ ains,
l[w“:ocmcv can "”h alot of P
demociac.

33




having pee
Sfor nearly
b S e bape,

Samns in tepmg of improve,
As a matter of fael oo,

It reated |
thirty yegy

ke serfs py, ;

Serfs by the nilitary overlords
Iy see the much touted
Crement in their daily fives
Some beligyg that i

nothing has changed except that democracy
rather than solve {heir Problems erg

ated mor iser: Sl
ated more miseries for them. For one, the nation 1s
enmeshed n corruption

and Ic;ulcrshlp dysfunetion.

Nigeria after nine years of ;
5 > ne years of wobbling and fumbling democracy is at best bed-ridden.
She has refused to walk

and work, as cach step she intends to take is amputated by the

monstrous corruptible tendencics that have continued to dwarf her aspiration and fortunes.

Looking into Nigeria's future is like peeping into horoscope of disaster. We foresee a

fragmented Nigeria if the injustices in the land are not redressed. Imagine a nation of about

120 million people without a constilution prepared by them except the one handed down by
their military tormentors, there have been strident calls for a constitutional review but those
who profess (o love Nigeria morg than Nigerians have refused to heed the calls.

I'he current experience in Nigeria's dubbed Demogracy has given the country away
as 1 nation of instability. As noted by Olugbenga Isaac: it is evident that the nation cannot

continue to be in a position lo represent Africa in any global institution, because the
ontinue & s

ttention is now shifting towards south Africa, and recently Ghana where there is relative
attentior : g

1 omic dcvelopmcm".7 Since Nigeria politics 1s not free from military
peace and ccon

| blems ol leadership and how to lead the nation successfully towards a
intervention, the pre i .

Qur civilian leaders have been indoctrinated with the policies of military.
full prominent. Qur Vil |
g more than dictatorial or tyrannical rule dressed in

: thin
Thus, our present govcrnmcni s no

- acy.
the elegant plumage of democr ¢

1 noted that: “This Psyche of military corruption and
e Ozum
Similarly, G.O:

' ; ur democratic
autocracy has found 1ts way mnto o




our bud)f lmlil)” . The resul s ICr FIsK
csull ay | of be| 18 ruled
Lo oy Is 1!]"" N!EC iais at the is} i = l

civilian dispensation by (he “mir:
e B
Y military-civiliang” which is a sad commentary on progressive

lcadership in our democratj - s
e setling. Civilians though are ruling the present dispensation

Yet, the policy of rule is rather military oriented

3.3 Curbing Corruption for Democratic Sustenance

The “Transparency [nternational” (TT) has back-listed Nigeria as one of the most
corrupt country in the world” corruption has become an household name for public
officers, a way of life for most people to the extent that legislating against it is tantamount
to depriving some people the lots of enriching themselves from the common purse. This

part of the essay will focus on ways of minimizing corruption and it”s effect of Democracy.

3.3.1 Ethical outlook

Ethics is a traditional branch of philosophy which studies the oughtness of human

actions.'® Ethics and moral here will be uscd to mean the same things. That is,

interchangeably. Morality is the consciousness that certain ways of behaviour and certain

Kkinds of actions arc wrong and should be avoided. While some other form of behaviour and

other kinds of action should be encouraged. Again, we say morality is the awareness that

good done are encouraged. This awarencss is natural because it is a part of rationality,
which is an essential clements of human nature. Hence, we come to the realization that the
a

i i (le ith the ac considered as gODi M -
a /c OUug [ v has 1c be 1 accorc ance w 1
Wy Eh to live d

e Cthe ral society.
moral being and thereby should seek {he interest of the genet al v
; -+ e deduce that man must be a moral, not only is man
; ertion, we can €
From the above as¢
: : ia ing who cannot but live in
L t tional animal but he is also bY nature a social beng
by nature, a ratjiond , :
| 1o is unable 0 live in society or who has needs because he
“he wit

tle,

the society. To Aristo




is sufficient of himge|p mis(

be either

] t g y .
| | beast o a god? Thus man by nature is the
foundation of the society,

| ‘ Every Organiyed socicly is structures out of moral principles as
its foundation, ang 1o live ip any Socicty imph’cs an implicit undertaking, a social contract
to observe this morg] principles. Henge, Immoral acls are anti-societal, destroying the
foundation of the society. The lesson from this is that corrupt practices in Nigeria are anti-
societal, antithetical, ang immo.rzll. Accm-ding to Omoreghe, there are problems, we are

bound to face if we remove morality [rom demoeracy:

An immoral soc ety is also sock

. sociely hy an immoral
socrety, we

Hrednt a society permeated with corruption,
sty fraid, selfishness and other immoral acts....
If a conniry is sick morally. it can only be cure through
a moral regeneration,”

We can thus assert thal once we (ake away morality from democratic government,

dishone

we do not have a government anymore but all that we are left with is a gang of criminals
and treasury looters.

The value of democracy includes freedom, fairness, equality, justice, rule of law
ete. and this in turn serves as the criteria for measuring how closely knitted a state is with
democratic ideals. Nigeria demderatic practice contradicts the dictates of democracy. With
the ushering in of democralic government in Nigeria after several failed attempts in 1999,

Ul ectations were rife and well spelt out, and they include better well being of the
1e cxpects ;

( i C ¢ ' i rovision of basic amenities
zheme, healthcare services, provision o

opIc ‘oncepts such as |IOLlE[Hg scl

pc pl LLon Dt S

rici rovisi f employment, food and clothing,
ator. and electricily, provision o
such as good roads, walct, 1

’ 5 ; : to mention a
b larics schemes, frecdom from oppression, accelerated development,
etter salaries B

f the government, These expectations owed to the abundant natural
few were expected of the g .
oeneral beliel is that were democracy given

1 - e Q lhj
cs aria has, as such, g
and human resources Nigeria e




& the chance o thrive /
b “ NIL“(;['M W
ould pass as one of the most developed nations in the

12

world

Sin iilll'iy this i ent - f erians thal
N S 1nady 1CCess) ns o g
! l_\/ ! sstlated the CXJ cctations of millio Ni i

finally democracy would Ie

ad Nieepi: 5 : e
Serta to the promise land. This expectation by Nigerians

owes largely to the general heliof
general belief that democracy entails the principles that actually help in

socictal development. | CrL our i
| . However, ow experience runs counter to this expectlation because of
the level of corruption in Nigerix,

3.3.2 Conscientization and Moral Fducation

{H plae o « a1 H o
Nigeria is a nation with many thoughtful men and women of good conscience a

i large number of talented people. Most of these people have contributed immensely in

[
developing the Western World. Yel, our country remains underdeveloped. Why is it that all

i
i these patriots make little or no impact on the life of our nation? Why is 1t that the good men
? and women among us secis so helpless about our ugly situation while the worst people,
i
I full of vile energy continue to take control of our land?

Like Kwame Nkrumah, we need “consciensism” like Plato, we need moral
|
‘\ cducation, like Immanuel Kant, Nigerian educated elites must wake up from their dogmatic
] slumber." To handle the confrontational problem bordering our land. In the words of
!
| Chinua Achebe:
|
i : igerians wh
[ Al those enlightened cfmf i:’rou‘gh.rfm' Nig{eﬂ ians who
‘f wring their hand in daily angitish on account of our
! wretched  performance as a nation must bestir

: tion of proselytizing for

Jves to the patriofic dc
Jized political valies. ‘ ; ' '
sound and moral cducation will help our leaders including

themse _
decent and civi
In this regard, a goad,

ious of the a2t we all must put hands together to work for
ligeri -onscious of the fact that,
every Nigerians L0 be consc
Moral education will teach Nigerians to develop self-confidence,

the progress of the action:




pave faith in themselves 4y als
50 promgy
¢ the

Morg i 1 i i
al norms of our soclety. This will help us
al lo DCD}”C O{OI!!CT T

ptenitial e need 15 develop gyy nation
3

1o understand that we ape cqu
aces of mankind and that we have every
and

n i . )
y OVC it 10 a greaer height other countries of
Europe and America.

Conscientiz

ation is refery )
rred (o the act of being informed with the value systems

4 . s and ibilitios ;
problems and the possibilitics of solving these problems through a personal reflective and

: 15 .
ious effect SRR Coree i
conscic In his essay, Consciensism, Kwame Nkrumah argued for a philosophical

Consciensism as being important for African liberation from the menace of colonialism and

imperialism  which 16

have caused both the cconomic and political subjugations.

Consciensism, he argued presents a theory for consideration of alternative choices
5 o 17 Wl 5 A

necessary for Alrican developement. ™ Our leaders must be disciplined, vision oriented

selfless, reformatory, proactive and effective for the development and progress of this

nation.

In the words of R.S. Peters, onc of the famous philosophers, “Our educational

system should be applied to practical lile situation.'® It should be “wholistic” rather than

2 tificates or being able to read and write only. Education of this kind is
acquiring certi

; i tly be said to be
1 bed a5 the inculcation of something valuable and no one can correctly
described a C Z

2 19 ey :
d d { he has changed for {he better”.”” Our leaders must achieve personal
educated excep
i dialogue. They must be

liberati 1 personal encounter with the people through mutual g y
iberation, and persons y

i g cir duties to serve them.

i f the plight of the sufferng masses and th

conscious of th g

3.3.3 Liberal democracy = g
CTe acy in Nigeria
{ements Lo cnsure a free, and fair liberal demacracy g
X st cle

One of the stronge . iy f
i i ust have responsible leaders o

i style of this nation. We m

i ship S

is to change the leaders




national consciousness, gy to achi
(ICI!ICVQ thi
IS ¢t

Arget, it my
1s . .
Wwhat we have presently in Niger tbe from free and fair clection.

A0S contryy i
S Contrary (g this. We find out

ont that INEC has embodied
ACVIlies in Nigerj, such

within it fraudulent

li f politi 48 manipulation of results, massive rigging,
amlining of political par
et & 01 political partics gy other anti-socigta] yigeg 20
: e alvices,™ It thus becomes problematic
and undemocratic for an ¢log(or o
g Cleclorgl CoOmmission {g actually facilitate and involve el
such unprecedented acts Al

I acts of maliciousness, Bul that cxplains and capture the so-called

Nigerian democracy,

In a workshop in Abuja, on cjvil sociely mobilization towards 2009, organized by

the U.S based National Democratic Institution (NDI), the American Ambassador to

Nigeria, Mr. John Campbell reminded Nigerian political leaders that “free and fair
clections arc a pre-requisite for the respect a country carns in the comity of nations”.2' The
ability to conduct frec and fair election is one of the biggest challenges Nigeria has to

contend with. The truth remains, corruption has eaten deep into the fabric of Nigeria. In

order to minimize it, sincere, commitied, purposeful and effective leaders must be put in

place,

3.3.4 Creation of job opportunities

T \ny Nigerians who roam around the streets jobless. The government
\ere arc 0 M 2

he nalion by creating more job opportunities. Those who

should expand the labour force of |

r ¢ in business, farmin,
‘ hould be encouraged and supported to engag g
cannot secure jobs shou :
i reat discouragement to see
| skill develapment and so on, It brings g
handcrafis, arts and 8 _ _
i 1arine facilities and yet graduate with
: oper learing
| without pr
_ote through schoo . : i
e e ja because people will opt for countries where
b t

1-drain in Niger

joins. This has caused braif

they can secure jobs.
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* Patriotism i
people. Patriotism is an epe; )
10N of Joye direeteq
seted by

will always demand the by # eritical intelligence, A true patriot

€51 stand

ards of hy
4 S country .
and from his people, ¥ and aceept nothing but the best for

True patriotisim g i
SIS possible
only when the People who rule and ler thei
o : 7 nose under their
maintaining the dispensation under

i SRt
ich the nalion lives, This will, in turn,

the nation is ruled justly, if (he welfare of

only happen if

all the people rather that he advantage of the few

ecomes the corner-st e N
b r-stone of public policy. This kinds of leader will help foster democratic

development.

3.3.6 Individual Participation

In an attempt to curb corruption, all hands must be on deck, that is everybedy both
young and old, this government and the governed must partticipate effectively and
contribute their quota toward democratic sustenance of the country. Also, it shall be

welcome development if the nceessary authorities and all the people in position of trust will

being to enforce policies and discipline starting from individual families to all the entire

facts of life: in the family, parents as well as all adults should be try to live by example they

should try and inculcate value in their children. If the parents are corrupt, it takes the grace
i 2 ¢

low the trend because most children see their parent as

of God for the children not to fol

is very important oints
their role fel. | he issue of“Go(I" here pl’(lpCiS 15 fo discuss seme y p P
eI T modcl. ['h Tt

in curbing corruption. Bt

! : ia pame m and Christianity have
. religions groups 1 Nigeria namely Isla
The (wo foreign rehs E ‘ o i

: Muslims and Christians should worl
; . -« country. The !

. . L oals into thiS
being at war since their arriva e
=l ¢ hould imbibe the good

themselves. They s
stence among
i ’]l CD_BX]S L : iy T
for dialogue love and mutud L e e

e, gc-exami“‘?
value of what religion ought 10 :




conception of doctrin

al diffcrcnccs

and the
: ¥ should t; :
without absoluting its Fattond nk of the ultimate reality of religion

ar CXpressigng 25

[t has ecn noted !
1al one o the ¢ 1 %

fco ption s poverty N 1 i

dlises o I {] rt 1gerian leaders

should find ways of alleviat
4 1
ting SR by dssisting people with low-int t dit
-nterest credll

facilities. Scholarship sch
eme should alsg b putin place for students whase parent ¢
; arents caniio!

“afford to send to school. 2’ Cauvnr
Gevermnmmeny should put in place basic amenities for the well

being of all. Until :
gQ these basic needs are met for an average Nigerians, there will be no ways

of minimizing corruption.

To win the war against corruption

, adherence to ethical standards in decision-

making must be the foundation of the notion policies. Everybady must cultivate the “I can”
attitude and put everything together (moral and value) in order to fight and win he war on
corruption. Hence, for Nigerians to reap full benefit of a democratic government, there is

need to fight corruption. And if this democracy we are clamouring for is anything to by, we

must fight it tooth and nail. 1t is the role of INEC, ICPC and BFCC to combat corruption.

: . 27
These office should be effestively managed without seeing some peoplo as above the law.

This will bring about democratic sustenance in the country.

This crisis going on presently in Jos is a typical example of how people can be

: ause chaos in the society in as much
ignorant, Religion should not be seen ag a weapon to cause y
{ a citizen is freedom of association everyone should be
~ ohts of a ciiz ) g
as one of the fundamental g
i sithout fear of victimization.
ligions group which hefshe se&8 right witl
free to join any religlons & :
igeria is currently facing because
-on is one of the greatest problems Nig
Religions discrimination ! g
g e econormic growth of such place will be stagnant.
the €

: o nin
anywhere this crisis 18 happening:




frustration which can Jeqq 10 socia] o

Karl Marx asserted thyy crimes groy "oy

: STOWS out of poverty ang unjust treatment of the

= ‘ ]

masses.” For him, these yra oo L of capi
C product of Capitalism and jts attendant class inequality.

Therefore it is the “social fabric” tha should be deal

with rather than individual criminal
the declaration of Kar] M

arx in thig regard arc;
Punishmen,

i this regard, hus b
nmeans eithe,

i ()_}"umelim'urmg
right have you

een defended as a
or intimidating, Now what
topunish me for amelioration or
mtimidation or others. is there not o necessity for
deeply reflecting upon an alteration of the system that
breads crimes, instead of glorifving the hangman who
exceenles a lol of crimial to make room for the supply
of new one??’ :
The submission of Marx above is that we should reflect on criminality and thus

; ; 2 _ ; i T
construct a theory that is capable of addressing the cause of crimes with a vie
orimi i crimi h
cradicating crimes, Without crimes there will be no criminals and without criminal the
adicating .
ome. pel ¥ i nished unjustl
institution of punishment will be uscless. Some people are being punis justly,

i i ¢ njoying there
i { | die da[ly in (!thlﬂ,‘lOI'l WhCl'be the real criminals are out there e joyig T
mnocent sou

i inue with these when we
i vealth, How long arc we going 1o contin
freedom and ill-golten wed

v ol
want a corrupt free democracy.

iti i ion should strive in
him/herself as a citizen of this great natio
E sees h
Everybody who

i it is little drops of water that make a
to stop COl'I'U]Jl pT':lL‘tICC because 1t 1 li P
s A i Y O S
hi /her own little way

‘ghty B i r s of acquitin

mighty ocean ot DA and stop looking around for way: q g

d fight¢

We should stand an ) Clheististss 55 Muslims, we should fight for a
As Christic ;
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. ther: B
Gl | in the name of religion. Teachers and
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urselves al
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reduction of corruption instead 0




lecturers should

stop viciimizing Studentg

and studeny shpuld see their lecturers as their
< odel therchy Lliscoumg]‘ng Cultism gnq lerrorism, There must be understanding and
co-operation among Nigeriang (o Create ap enabling environment that will ensure adequate
security for cverybody,
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1 CHAPTER FOUR
UMMARY AND CONCLUSION

4.1 Summary

In this essay,

attempts h
Pis have been made to design a system of understanding

& corruption as it affects Nigeri
b s Nigerian Democracy, and to search if the concept of corruption

could serve as a problem to the Nigeri :

e Nigerian democratic culture. In chapter one for instance,
ttempt was i i
attempt was made in defining the term corruption and democracy and to rigorously
¢ scrutinize the types of corruption and its history in Nigerian right from the pre-colonial
period. This chapter also clarifies the types of democracy there is. This clarification is

though expedient as such to aid our understanding of the subsequent parts of the essay, and

consequently points out if democracy is the best form of government.
Chapter two specifically discusses the causes of corruption and the nature of

democracy in Nigeria. This was done by highlighting and analyzing the cause of ineffective

democracy which is as 2 result of corruption. Similarly, this chapter also discuss the effects

of corruption on the structures of Nigeria which range from political, economic, social and

religion structure.
The central task of the third chapter sought to situate corruption and democracy

ptl()ll cannot be
1 The ne arose fro conviction tnat corru
within the N]ge 1an CoO text. ed 018 the v that

y analyze ways of curbing corruption for

1 Nigeri o that it has being in existence right from
eradicated from the N1ZeT

iticall
the onset. This chapter therefore Oritica
1 ethical outlook and liberal democracy. Consequently, the
e throug

democratic sustenanc
at corruption 18 a1l

jmpediment on Nigeria democratic

th
chapter was able 10 demonstrate



onclusion

In our discussion so f:
ar
» we have demonstrated how to make an ideal democratic

svernment in Nigeria. In i ;
o 8 order to achieve this there is need for the system to awaken its
Sonsciousness, b minimizi i

n , by minimizing the issue of corruption within the context of the Nigerian

E ;
i@tates. This cannot be achieved without the participation of everybody. The research essay

I

revealed the evil behind the concepts of corruption in the Nigerian democratic tradition

Iwhich serves as an hindrance to Nigerian democratic development.

In conclusion, it is a clear understanding on this note that corruption is an aberration

to the contemporary Nigeria democratic development; hence, it should be minimized.
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