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CHAPTER ONE
1.1 INTRODUCTION

11(. ¢ ()[(_1 ¢ i v 1 -
(.X.t_(.,l‘l\ 1011 5€ SCs i i
l ) W it 2Ns1o Services 11 Jl\_)"l l(JuitLU;ll

DELREctives lreferee |t the passiig  down of vital
information u%:quired on modern methods of farming and
skills or techniques to the total [armers with desires o
mcrease efficiency in Agricultural production. This could b
I crop produclion practices like cultivation, planting,
harvesling, processing, slorage and marketing of thes
farm goods or produce.

It could also be on the arca ol animal husbandrv
where the knowledge of sanitation housing, leeding and
hygiene in animal rearing could be passed to the loe:!
fariners for effective and efficiency in animal production.

Taking information translating or interpretling it to the
larmers ;;)u[d be relerred to as extension service in
Agriculture.

0

Extension is “an organization or group of individuals




with the aims of taking information to (e pPeople to whichil

N M PN e .
means”. In  agriculture, (he inlormation may includes

materials  on  (he techniques of applying  fertilizer,

insccticides and vermicides to crops or introducing some
improved methods of cultivation and soil conservation and
planning, maintaining, harvesting and storage of crops and
as improved methods of animal husbandry as well as
processing and marketing agricultural products.

Extension services hoped (o promote efficiency in
agricultural production and development of institution (o
ensure the proper {inancing, processing, assembling,
marketing and distributing the commudilies produced.

Agricultural extension is the process where various
techniques and result of agricultural research are passed to
the local farmers.

.'l‘hé main purpose of extension services is to use all
the valuable resources ‘to persuade the Jocal farmers To
chahgc; from‘olllder methods to modern methods of farming.
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Agricultural extension services is “that which involves
helping farmers to identify, analyze and deals with the
production problems”, Extension on broad sense is an
informal system of education, designed to help rural people
which are the farmers to satisly their needs interest and
desire, specifically, extension in Agriculture is like the
techniques by which improved methods of agriculture and
domeslics cconomy are masor client for extension services.
It is a system of education, which involves adult learning

which brings charges in behaviour.

1.2 DEFINITION OF TERMS

Agricultural Extension Service: 1t is the process

where by various technigues and result ol Agricultural

research are extended to rural farmers.

Animal Husbandry: Is the production, care and
management of livestock industry. !

Dducation" The entire process of learning where by
i 0 : ‘

3




Rural Develor :
Rur: lopment:- The process of improving the socio-

economic condition of rural people who resides in rural
arceas.

So0il Conservation:- The protection  redamation  aril
optimum use of soil while allowing only minimum waste,
Vegetation: The plan covers of a place either being denscly
or sparcly grown trees and grasses over a piece of land,

Venture:- a business undertaking engaged by an individual

or people which involves in risk taking,

1.3 GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND OI' AREA UNDER

STUDY

Nigeria as country ol multi-ethic groups (tribes) with
an estimate population of about a hundred million people.
A mobility ()f this population in Nigeria lives in th§ rural
areas wit.h agriculture as their main (Jccupatioh.

_One of these numerous rural areas that could be in

Nigeria is Niger state.
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Fhis project is therefore conducted g, 48 10 seq (o
¥ % SCe Lo Lhe

extent to which these changes have been taken Place in 4
SR ace ¢

populace.

1.6 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY
The resull of this investigation s expected to make
Mokwa local government area people and the entire state to

be aware of the roles and importance of extension services

towards the development of Agriculture in rural arcas.

1.7 PURPOSE OF STUDY
The research intends o carryout the research in order
to:-

1. Investigate the contributions of Agricultural
extension services to the development of Mokwa
local government area.

i To‘ find out the problems of Agricultural extension

services in Mokwa local government area.
To also find out the attitude and behaviour changes

8
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CHAPTER T™WO
2.0 LITERATURE REVIEW

latﬁd WOTKS 3 =C i i
R(-‘ 0T 1(3 haf) bL(,l.l I‘CVISL(;] \-‘Vll,h SI)CCiﬁC I‘Q[LIL
Clrenee

to the concepts of Agricultural Cxlension and rypy|
= ura

development, functions and roles of Agricultural extension

in the development of rural arcas coupled with problems
associated with agricultural extension works, extension as
an cducational process was introduced in 18?’55 by
Cambridge university England to describe a particular
group ol people who were dedicated to the dissemination of
relevant knowledge to rural people where they lived and
work within a short time, the idea had spread to other part

ol British, European and North Africa. Erepere and Durant

J.0(1982).
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51 THE CONCEPT Qp AGRICULTUR,Y EXTEN
= EXTENSION
AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT

EI }CLllt s - 2 1
A L (.‘1 (.,Xtellbl()ll was (,l(.']‘]‘ ]1L(l l)y f()(‘ (i !
1 % ) Al

Agricultural Organization (F.A.0) as an informal
2 mal out of

schoal education services as (1a ining and nfluencing power

to adopt improved practice in crops  and  livestocl
- Sa L B A

p]‘UdUCUDI'l, management, conservation and markeling,

It is a voluntary out of school cducation for adull in
rural areas which is also concern changing the out look of
the [armer to point where he will be receplive Lo and his
motivative and continual scek means of improving his farm
business and home.

Uguru (1987) described extension as “passing on the
result of rclscar(:h work to the farmers, and institutions and

; : T v e stratlion on 1new
instructing their often though demonstrations
2 L =
mateyials and scientific methods”.
L 979) “Agrioultural
bt—du (1)7, ]
In the work of Joy
. o 1nform
i ‘« cdescribed as education meant to
Xlension is

11
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management, 1'1eu'vcstmg Slorage, Wilization 4y k
i Marketing

of these produce”.
They described Agricultural exlension gy being three
(3) facts and are gy follow:-
i) As a service which malesg the governmeny (that is
the ministry) the universily of voluntary agencics as
uselul as possible 1o the people wha support thai
programme through takes an donations,

i) As a discipline which deals with the behaviour of
people, it is educational in concept and purpose in
approach. '

iLi) As a process which sccks (o influence (he
behaviour of the rural farmers (hrough education
and information exchange.

The aim is to assist in farming livelihoods, improving the

physigal ‘aml the physiological levels ol living of rural
farmers and there by fostering ru el et

EBTE f mental trust
Tl 1'equires on atmosphere of 1 a 3
1€ success

13




welpfulness ¢
helpfulness and Tespect on the Part of both '

: e extensigy,
services and the Tural People I

T Goiibays s
The concept of rural d(—:vclopmem,, accordant g (4
: - L e

common wealth secretarig] is defined g “Comprehens;
£ i rehensive

mode of social transformation which requires that nationa]
? e

development must have all elements of Population

It is a social or rather socio-economic process which
sceks to bring about a maore equitable distribution of
resources (o incomes within a socicly. It involves incomes
within a society. It involves (he integration ol rural poor.

The vast majority of the population ol all developing

countries into the national economic.

2.2 THE FUNCTIONS AND ROLES OF EXTENSION

SERVICES

. vice execuie his work efficiently,
81 e to execule
For extension servic

ini :cording to Adden el al
C raining. Accoraing
he deserves a sound trair
i ice field assistance receive
D) service or
(1978) noted “Extension

14




(heir training from 5choolg of Agricu]y
. s lture g Centery, T,
iraining of a field EXtension S€rvice g :
Shoul Provide him wil]
sullicient knowlt‘dge and skills dumnmfz"nc cffic
Stra Alcien(]y
and effectively the following Crops and anim:
al husbang,y
farm machinery, Health, fipgt end nulrition and (liclct:im

Adams (1982} He is »f the

view that, in addition tn -
though knowledge of agriculture ap practical on extension
service requires a working knowledge of theoretical subjects
in the field of developmental studies.

Education and management theory: He described it as
necessary because the agricultural extension services s
concerned with not only people. He pointed out that a basic

course should teach the fufurc exlension scrvice the

[ollowing topics.
1 A > (1. 5 T Ol
i) The roles of agrlcultural exlension service
different level
- aditions of farming, and with

Al e
11} The customs and U

i i work
which he is going to

15




iiij The passion of agric,.
Bricultyry) Cxlensipp in the
aver gl|

ficld of ruraj developmcnt

1y HIL 'l I :
1 ) 1 I(.-b dll(}. Pr-"](‘-t]‘(:(,\“: ()[ non f
o1 lIlCl D z U“ﬂ'd]

education for the adults and

The Jrinci ; i
v Principles  of plam'nng and Mmanaging
=1 & J

agricultural extension.

Aller training of extension service 1 cnable him/her

perlorms  his/her functions and foles [ie / she should
possess the  following qualitics as cnumerate by some
writers whose worlc where reviewed.
According to Joy ef-al (1979) an extension service
must have many qualities which should includes:
i} Interest in people and a desire to help others

i) Conviclion of the value of the rural development

i) Sound knowledge of farming and practical ability

| atient, tactful and
v) He must be approachable, patient, tactful ¢
- ideas, information, skills
st i ing current ideas,
assist 1 passing
qural farmers to the
f both government and rural ferm
rom bo

16 ’
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lpkere and Dorathy i

(19gg, .
dcultural e . ) Slateq the funclion‘s I
agric € thenSmn S€rvicag 5 0
> A8 follgy,
: W
Situation of falmers ;
0

|y K
: v dccept and  yge B
agricultural Practiceg.

Disscminalio oo
s Search regy lts  thrg ugh
§ ‘ 1©

development of . "Opriate
) appropriate Production packages and

cacouraging rural farmersg in theip use” organization of

credits, marketing ang

mianagement - advisory - council sprvices guidance and

general education,
Corma ct-al (1984) obscrved, “An extension service
helps farmers increase the productivily of their farms

i ar " livi He 1s agent

and also improved their standard ol living. He is ag
isory, >chnician and «a
viewed by them as an advisory, a technici
agricultural research
idd] yperating between agricultu

Middleman of
he is more considered as

. . p ; Fers
stitution and the fart

changed agent. e
) They said, “The

f Bernerd et al (1984) They

In the works ©

18
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JW““ activitieg of extenqign
5 agent

518 {g Visit f;

1_||L,‘ir ficlds. T\il ! armerg in

\ the extepy;
o T Xtension
worker's are found elapyoppar., ..
borateq this fie)q Visit ang
A E 3|
- i and training,
AClivity of Cxler
18100 workers is
farmers 1 |
sisiting fe Bust know (he day of the th nigl
] orth night on

which the villages workers (age
: gents) is ge hed
duling to visii

their groups of individuals,

[raming:- as agriculture becomes more complex, there is

n continual needs for more highly trained and specialized

extension workers,

23 AIMS OBJECTIVES AND ROLES OF EXTENSION IN

RURAL DEVELOPMENT

According to Williams (1979); extension has three (3]

min ijOrtant functions. i |
. i & I S 111

I id, 1s provide [armers to chang
Firstly, he said,

‘ I8} u ’( ] it is a gencral

£ ol thell R S

dc\/[}lo - untries he cxplamt

DINY 0 g
1 r are still bound by
farme

kIlOWIedge known most

19
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Gedy ) il

Jecision ol l[arm Mangg
. Anagemen, lor )y I
- | * Subsistence [qemion
this 18 @ MAYOr chapnee - s
Nge indeg He p
i st learn (6
- | : malce
dectsions, il agriculyyye ;
re in c].evelopin;z Countries o b
| : 1 ¢ I ecore
increasingly Productiye

In order for extension w
orks 1o perform this [unctions,

he emphasized a¢ 2 .
1 td ddequdtC ill'lEll]Cillgi i&; CSS(']TEU&I tCﬂC}'}ill}f
> SSC 2 o

quipmer | S L
cquipment  supplies and  other facilities  are poud
(e o

investment, which wil] yield good dividends.

Morcover, the nature of work requires mobility agents
are lo have any effective an the farmer, the need to be
constantly in touch should be cmphasized. They will
therefore be provided with transport facilities, without
these their moral may declined and j ustiliable so.

According to Adout et al (1975) the main purpose of
extension service' is to use all aveileble TESCUIZESS @
Dersgadé the idea farmer 1o change [rom old traditional
for better.

mcthods to modern ways

£ IS jecti they
i hent ol this objective, A
i e ievemel t
Successful dCh
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CHAPTER THRER
This chapter descri
£8Cribe 1he design of the stud
instruments useqd and sy bl
s of

data, the nature and

:leclion U[ ‘)\(llllpl(.. [)I { ed el te I .
8¢ o] LUE.S ec ﬂlql.l(,h L]]'ld m 0 ix
? L[l] as o

collecting of the dafa .
¥ = daia and the Procedures [yr analyzing the

data.

3.1 METHODS AND TECHNIQUES orF DATA
COLLECTION
The main sources of information used for study was
obtained through the help of Niger slate Agricultural
Development programme (NADP) exlension service officer
ie Principal internal Auditor (ADP) officer in Fadama

pmrgramme.
Apart frcm the information through the principal

e .,m ditor Niger state Agricultural Develqpmgm
s [= "
e 1 -mation were obtained
A where inform
programme (NADP)
' -al inlerviews.
through the use of books and oral in

24




The Principa] internal Audiy
e oy

ol extensic Ak
Niger StatQ Agricuuul.al B N serviee
velopmen, Programme hellp a lot

in the course of datq Collectigy,

3.2 SAMPLING PROCEDURy,

For convenie : e y
wenlence ang effective coverage each. cell is

into sub-cells. I ig their cells (hat an LA, extension Agent

visit every fortnight with extension messages 1o farmers.

Messages are demmonstrated through the following methods,
a, Small plot adoption techniques (SPAT)
b, On larm adapltive rescarch (¢ MPAR)
In all these methods farmiers parlicipation in  all
practices together with E.A Extension Agents.

o Ficld days are organized for other farmers to sce

and adopt new skill.

; : / s has {10 ten control
) rension Agents
d., Each E.A Exten
: his or her cell that they work with every
farmers 1
i i for thelt farmicr to teach other
visit. The air

25
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farmersy skillg learp 1
: Cd fropm,
EXlengio,
‘ S SION agen g
¢. IExtension Agentg recit
2 Cltesy Il'li"
g aver p
i & AVEY month ay g
designateq Centre in oy ]
: ACh zone i o P
[ - L “0ne Le at (FNT cenlers)
; 50 (SMs) i
Subjec
bject mafler Specialist  receives
training ever :
er :
Y month ¢ monthly L(:chnology review

mecting (M’I‘RM]

3.3 PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED iy THE CAUSE Or
DATA COLLECTION
Many problems were encountered in the case of dala
collection among which are:
In convenience time for the extension officers 1o

contribute their ideas for the successful of this data.

Insulficient book that can explain more about

extension service in Niger statc.
o AT - g b A Lo
: s & aces linancial problems
The resecarchers also fac
e r more information.
Tl -OOTE e centre o
Agricultural programin
o :
- | v o Jlls ]1,1
[ interview the farmers (peasent [armers)
During oral 1mté )
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2 NATURE OF THE DATA

The natiire U )
100 L1a1Ure of the i‘k’ 1 3
oMl Used are collected ir
ailected from the
response made in the questionna:
I © QuUesuonnaire and oral interview [;
W oral interview lrom
exlension  agents and peasant farmease
g peasant  farmers. The general

B CTIONSES ;-1“ 113 exiencinn Prr o O Come—— = e g
FCSPOIISES ot exiension agent farmer were satisfactory.

analvsis of the data collected
1% 10 G E BT
Table - 4
aviC - 9.1
——— ~ == B Tend Percentage
SOl No ol | il s o
Responses
Rl = e 62%
Yes w2
L e T TRE 38%
No F

RO RN s
. 50 :

| Total = o
‘ ble it ¢ et out of the
‘Based on | -7ﬂable it can be seen that
Based on the aboV |
ing i ration while
[em in accepling innovatio
31 to 62% 1_13.‘.!(; 1o prOb er %
‘e innovation.
plem in accepting 1ns
. 5% G aAvVEe 3
l} {38"‘/“0) lid.k;_, l)fo :g

pe el e s




In the loca] 8OVernmen Thi
- Lhis da;
/ - S denote that meeting ang
field days are the most SUccessfy)
. ways of disscminating
information. Sin; i
i all plotg demonstralicm also is seen 1o he
cll§ 3 See LO De 1
advance than home Visit plyg Mass uegy
ASS o BES.
JECTIVES i :
OBJ to flnd.out the exteng lo which extension

agent have carried Practical demonstration (o the farmers.

Table 4.2 Haste the exlension  agent had, ever

feigstratad on any of your farm? Numbers of farmer that

give response.

iRt_prnHC&, " INoof respondent | Percentage
et j/%/
T e
T e S [100%

T | 3 1 t out of the 39 (78%)
: ndicate tha
The above table 1

ated - tCChlli SEag
tension has demonstrated new q
agreéd that exte
: ses to change as a
: 11 (22%) disagreed. Response
them while

29




resull of agrlcultural EXtengig,
1 Servige ¢

S S - 1 Molowa loca]
£ Cople ;
g Ple in the loca] BOvVernmep d

. Blve agreed thay
there 1s a lot of Changes

anges dy, to agriculturg) extension
services which includeg;

Constructj )
on of locgl foads by Bovernment prodycts

armers respor =
farmer sponds to the use of new furm imputs adaptive

food supply in the local government market, farmer Cz:m do

well now on their own even without (he asgistance of

extension workers,

Farmers were the opinion, that there has been greal .

application (use). Another group ol ten (10] people (farmers)
there is casy usage ol fertilizer and other chemical by
farmers there is also a reduction of high labour by the usc
ol modern implements.

Objcctive: to find out the personal problems encourtered by
Cxtt‘nsion‘agcnt. In carrying out their duties in Mokwa local

g0vernment arca.

s s R T




Table: 4.3 T det, i
: ermj :
HE Weather the gent are gufns
cover the areg of not e

UIQesp()tis_é‘é“ """ i e

AT No of responden - Percentage

Yes i o ol i) :

e S C ] 1 390/0

1) ST — ) !

N 1% ' IG]U T
(4]

Total e g

b e
Out of the 28 ;igmrl.['srthét 1'('5[)(?[)(thlli 17 (61%) said
that agricultural extension agentis gre insulficient,
It is clear that more young men are invelved in the
extension service than older ages

Objective: recommendation on the agricullural extension

agent in Mokwa local government area.

, : S - agricullural extension or to
Table 4.4 is their any necd for agricull _

\ 3 [ ;
dermine weather there is nced for agricultural extension
' . ~Ccil

agents.
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[Responses T

4 Boormm 0

| CSpoige

’KIH“—‘-— et tiden | Percont s e i
€s lage ;

e Boo, T

% i
|

| = S
i T A 18%
lotal i ‘

100% J g

19
o 4

Tt could be ohserai
Iserved [ropm, the above table out of the
- tble out of the 50
armers interviewed. al] v
far ewed, all Tespondent the neeq for extension

Bt il O QOs 3
agent while 9 (18%) did not recommended their gge

Attitude lo change in the Agricullural aclivities by

rural farmers of the local government due to the operation
of extension scrvices. There is a lot of improvement as a
result extension services to the rural farmer of Mokwa local
. o srlilizer use. organtzed
government arca, in the area of fertihzer usc, org

neeting i i sions, us -hemical forestation and
meeting for discussions, use of ¢ €
communication gap

i Phere ig also close
erosion control. There 1S also

s than belore and some have
s

&
P

=l
3
1

between agents and farme

; ~uoht to them. They aic
started adopling new techniques tAU8
LG

. e o
: evelopment cordia
to innovation and d I
Now walking up t
o




relationship with eXtens:
31011 Wor
Tkerg

S and wigp;
. o AN them g,
A o e them salye.
Cier vt i
farmers productivi s e
o CLVILY whep Compare
, - ' . O the previpyg years.
fable 5.1 is their A0y improu.
Provemen in farm productivity?
Or source of informat; |
ation othey than -agrje : i
agricultural extension

agent.
| Responses T TN i 1
| P No of respondent ‘\ Pereentage
et U T ] |
1 Yes 48 | 96%
AT = S S Y
J No 2 | 4%
‘ lotal L= {0 .57() l 100%
| .

larmer productivity since (40) to (96%) respondered

lJUSiLivcly while only 4% gave negalive response. In

conclusion Lhe data were randomly collected.

i r the extension agents in
The problem encountered by
e due : obility
Mokwa local government area are due to lack of m ty,
i
arrier i e effective
slo f adoption and language barrier in the %
W pace of a
; i -mation.
Means of disseminating informe
33

With regard to the above table there is improvement in

%




; cal J0ver ) % .

pokwa local g Hinen HOR L U difficyy

nderstand  simp]e Englig), becayg, 80 PEreent o then,
re Nupe by {ripe exce

we

pt thege [rom mile fiye. (ABU
Juarters)
()thu

Inconvenience time fo the fescarchers (g carry gut
he research work efﬁcient]y, becayse of their academije
the

activities,
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From the aboye ﬁndingg
_ 5%, ONe coylg take agide that
extension seryvice "ougl i
has brough allituding| change as well as

: s

mfrastructura| deve]opments in Mokwg local government
‘ L local g 2nt.

From al] analysis ip chapter 1v is clear iaal the

aclivities of the Niger Agricultural Development Programme

(NADP) through the exlension agents haye greatly change
the activities of larmers  towards modern  agricultural
activities. These changes were as a resull of methods used
in disseminating information (o the farmers. There is
increased turn out for meeting and field days by rural
farmers nowadays there is a closed communication gap
between agents and farmers that belore.
Chapter four (iv) revealed the methods used to
; : v the various respondents to the
disseminate information by

ing their duties “tions
e of executing their duties or funct
agents in the course

hl t they inform farmers through individual
has indicated tha
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workers, herbicides and insecticidcs

Lt

the problems of rurg] farmer

€1,

is the vije :
W of {the Fesearchey having learn and har

S to ecommend that;
The local Bovernment shoul endeavour to depjve 4
Means  of Providing Cnough  fertilizers ¢ rural
farmers at Cheapest rate and within the reach of
the rural larmers. Thig mean every village shoulg
have g lertilizer sclting stores (o reduce the
hardship faced by rural farmers ag the moment,
The government should buy ang send to each of the
zones in  the local government, a  reasonable
number of traclors to scrve the needs of the rural
farmers who are high need (o them.
Government  should build and  expend  water
reservoirs or Dams to enhance dry season farming,
livestock rearing and healthy living of the vilf]agcr
and: general populace in.each of the zones in the
Ilocal government.
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d. Large Plumber of Agricultyura| extension workcfe
should pe traineq and said 1, each villages in (he
zonc;f 80 that they can guide an célu(:ate larmers.

£, Govcrruncnt should buijq rsL(;mge facilities in (pe

] X v ¢
local government, g enable preserve 4 large

amount or numpey ol agricultury] production got in

that area, This goes along in making the area and
the local government areg of large  sulficient p
agricultural Production it s (e view ol the
rescarch  that in impi;mling,; these  areas
tecommended or suggested wil) 80 along to improve

the status of the local government and even {he

state,

.

5.4 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

From the above information collected and analysis in
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ministry in the Niger state Agricultural Development

pregramme  (NADP).  which' is'. saddled " with . the

responsibilities

of educating the populace, providing

lertilizers and other farm imputs (o the rural populace and

also in giving out loans.
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