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ABSTRACT

This study was intended to examine democracy and youth participation in Zamfara.
This study was guided by the Jollowing objectives; to examine the effect of money
politics on youth participation in Gusau local government area, to examine the
relationship between material well-being and political participation, lo know whether
there are strategies in encouraging youth participation in Gusau local g;wemmem
area and o determine the relationship between electioneering pracess and youths'
participation in politics. The study employed the descriptive and explanatory design;
questionnaires in addition to library research were applied in order to collect data.
Primary and secondary data sources were used and data was analyzed using the chi
square statistical tool at 3% level of significance which was presented in frequency
tables and percentage. The respondents under the study were 100 residents of Gusau
local government, Zamfara State Nigeria. The study findings vevealed that Zamfarans
do not have confidence in their electoral system and that there is a significant
relationship between the level of electoral education of youth and the level of their
participation in politics; based on the findings from the study, INEC should in
collaboration with the government strengthen their electoral system so that youths can
have confidence in our electoral system. This singular factor if gotten right would go a

long way in making Zamfara youth wani 1o participate in politics.

viii




CHAPTER ONE
INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of the Study

The Nigerian state assumed a new governance status in 1999 following the
demise of authoritarian regime in the country. Military dictatorship was replaced by
representative democracy with the hopes and aspirations of good governance much
higher than what the seemingly collapsible demoeratic institutions could fulfill, The
source and nature of transition in 1999 was later found to constitute threat fo the
foundation of democracy and obliterates the current efforts at consolidating
democracy.

The reality of the attempts to subvert the concept of democracy to serve the
interests of a few, rather than a greater majority, still looms high. The emerging
democracy was artificial and reflexive of external imposition, [t is a weak democracy
that repudiates inalienable ethos of its true identity. Democracy and youth
participation are related to good governance.

Democracy is abused good governance becomes elusive and evasive. This is
what Darl (2016) describes as “virtual democracy”, democracy that shares
resemblance with true democracy but lacks basic tenets of democracy. Democracy in
Nigeria has three unique features which include: insulation of economic matters from
popular participation, manipulation and monopolization of democratic process
including the use of violence and electoral fraud to secute legitimacy and peripheral
participation of citizens. Surface-level participation does not have far-reaching
influence on the outcome of policy choices.

According to Oke (2017) democracy involves the opportunity to participate in

decision making in the political process. It repudiates arbitrariness and




authoritarianism. It extols the consent of the governed and it protects human
personality and values (Ake, 2015). Democracy, whether liberal, African or modern,
includes equal opportunity for all, fundamental recognition of popular sovereignty,
representativeness, majority rule, minority rights, popular consultation, right of choice
between alternative Programmes, consensus on fundamental issues, as well as
essentially periodic elections (Cke, 2017). The concept of democracy confers the
opportunity to participate in decision making by all.

Democracy here goes beyond opportunity of election. Although, the centrality
of elections to democratic process cannot be over-emphasized, democracy is not
wholly centered on election. For democracy to evolve good governarice, it must be
liberal and participatory. In this sense, Liberal democracy entails not only free and
fair elections in terms of voting administration, it requires a more comprehensive
fairness of political competition embodied in the concept of a just and open
competition. In a liberal democracy, the electoral arena is open, and the playing field
is reasonably level.

Only in a free society with opportunity of free participation and respects for
citizens’ rights can good governance be achieved. True democracy places emphasis
on freedom, and open competition, popular and meaningful participation,
responsiveness, transparency and accountability. Freedom to organise, freedom to
protest anti-people policies and freedom to demand and assert citizens’ rights and
freedom of the press to report, investigate and expose government policies

interests,

and actions without fear or favour, According to Diamond (2015), “Only in a climate

f true political and civil freedom can a country achieve the absolute fundamental
o

dition for development: responsible governmentthat is government that is
condi




committed to the advancement of the public good, rather Shan i peunte Biterests of
its own officials and their families and thejr cronies”.
1.2 Statement of the Research

The experience with youths” participation in electoral politics in Nigeria generall
and Zamfara state in particular has not been encouraging. Even where devel
local participation is an important tool of ryral development and m
education in mass participation is a key element of the development
programmes have not developed genuine participation and responsibility ame

people. Youths have become recipients of development as if developmen

something outside their realms of experience and right respectively. There are

political, socio-cultural and bureaucratic constraints to youth participation.

1.3 Research Questions
1. What is the effect of money politics on youth participation in Gusau local
government area?
2. Is there any relationship between material well-being and political
participation?
3. Are there strategies in encouraging youth participation in Gusau local
government area?

4. What is the rclationship between electioneering process and youths®
participation in politics?

1.4 Research Objectives

The main objective of this study is to consider the nature and extent of youths*
€ main

participation in a democratic system.- This, as noted above, will be carried out by
ss in Gusau, Zamfara state.

i 1 proce
assessing the involvement of the youths in electoral p



Besi g : & -
esides, this research work also aims at achieving other important objectives which

are al i :
so fundamental to the smooth operations of governance in a democratic set up.
The other objectives are enumerated below:

L. To examine the effect of money polities on youth participationin Gusau local

government area,
To examine the relationship between material well-being and political
participation.
3. To know whether there are strategies in encouraging youth participation in
Gusau local government area.
4. To determine the relationship between electioneering process and youths’
participation in politics.
1.5 Justification of the Research
This research work is significant because it is aimed at explaining youth participation
in the context of good governance. This will enable us to appreciate the fact that the
formulation of a national agenda through dialogue by all stakeholders is a prerequisite
for youth participation.
Participation needs to be part of a broader conceptualization of development, with
much more attention to organizational structures and linkages. However, participation

has tumned into a cliché for those administering development; its values have been
overemphasized, while doing little to make it a reality.
1.6 Research Proposition

Hypothesis I

icipation in Gusau local government
iti effect on youth participation in
H,: Money politics has no

arca.

icipation in Gusau local government area.

H;: Money politics has effect on youth part




Hypothesis IT

B Pheneis ng relationship between material well-being and political participation,
Hi: There is 3 relationship between material well-being and political participation.
1.7 Methodology

For this study, the survey research design was adopted. The choice of the design was

informed by the objectives of the study as outlined above. This research design
provides a quickly efficient and accurate means of assessing information about a
population of interest. It intends to study democracy and youth participation in
Nigeria.

1.8 Scope and Limitations of the Study

This project work shall discuss the concept of youth participation, focusing mainly on
what it is and what it is not within the African context. The history of Nigeria’s
politics shall be traced from the colonial era to the present. The gathering of views on
the electoral politics shall be restricted to GusauZamfara State with reference to the
2003, 2007, 2011 and 2015 general elections covering Gubernatorial, House of
Assembly and Local Government elections in the state.,

1.9 Limitations of study

1. Financial constraint: Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the
researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and
in the process of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).
Time constraint: The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study with

ther academic work This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for
[s; ;

the research work.




110  Operational; ration of C

Democracy: A system of government in ik power is vested in the people, who
rule either directly or through freely elected representatives. Democracy is an avenue
through which members of the society possess the right of choosing their leader
through election(Ojo, 2007).

It is imperative 1o note that in any democratic setting, Nigeria inclusive, good
governance, responsive and responsible leadership, efficient and vibrant institutions
are essential to the enthronement and consolidation of the system. Good governance'is
a product of good leaders that are truly and properly elected by the people through a
free, fair and transparent election rather than those imposed on the people
Adamu(2017)Which is against the laid down rules and regulations of democracy.
Youth: Is the time of life when one is young, and often means the time between
childhood and adulthood (maturity). It also defined as “the appearance, freshness,
vigor, spirit, etc., characteristic of one who is young. According to Nigerian
constitution youth range from age 18 to 30 years.

Participation: The act of taking part in an activity or event.

Youth Participation: Youth participation can be defined as those actions of youth by
which they seek to influence or be part of government and politics.

Election: An election is a formal decision making process by which a population
chooses an individual to hold public office.

Popular sovereigaty: This means that the supreme power to rule rests with the
people decide who rules them and under what party or

people (the electorates). The

g i he government in case it
i I They also hold the authority to change the g
ldeolog[cal platform. he} a

fails to live up to expectation.




Popular Representation: As indicated above, the elected government officials hold

their mandate at the instance of the people. They are in such position to represent the
interest of their people. Popular representation entails the ability of the political
representative to serve the interests ofhis people (constituency) properly.

Popular Participation: without any prejudice to legally tenable limitations to
franchise, the expectations in a democracy is that everybody participates i the
process of governance. In effect, all citizens are equally stakeholders in the business
of governance, Popular participation implies being active in the political process,
whether at the leadership or followership level.

Rule of Law: This means Supremacy as well as universal applicability of the law. In
democracy, the dictates of the regular law must prevail in all circumstances in sucha
manner that forecloses impunity, arbitrariness and abuse. The law should not be a
respecter of individuals no matter one’s status or dignity. The ‘sacred cow syndrome’
and ‘double standards’ in the application of the law is shunned. In effect, no one is
above the law and no one should be seen to be so Adamu (2017).

Civil Liberty: Democracy guarantees basic freedoms and institutionalizes
mechanisms for actualizing them. It also puts in place procedures for seeking redress
in the event of any violation of these entitlements. In fact, the place of civil rights in a
democracy is sacrosanct and pivotal. Some of these rights include: right to life, right

to property, freedom of speech, freedom to the press.etc (Okoli and Gusau,2013;

Renwick and Swinburn, 1980).

1.11  Organization of Chapters
an i tion for subsequent chapters. Following the
L dy lays an introduc
Chapter one of the stu
t and the objective of the study which
the problem statemen
background of the study,




provided basis for {he significance of the study and the research proposition were
stated. The limitations of this study were also highlighted.
In the literature review aq contained in chapter two, works of various authors,

International and loea Journals were reviewed to elicit views on democracy and youth

participation in Nigeria.

Chapter three, rescarch methodology, description of population and sampling

procedure for daty collection were discussed, Methods of questionnaire design.

determination of sampling size and questionnaire distribution were also highlighted.

Chapter four was based on analysis of data collected, This chapter was sub-divided
into data analysis, hypothesis testing and summary. Percentage table, figure and
narration were carefully employed for proper understanding and testing of hypothesis.
Finally, chapter five was divided into summary of findings, recommendation and

conclusion.




CHAPTER TWQ
LITERATURE REVIEW AND THEORITICAL B

2.1 INTRODUCTION

This chapter gives an insight into various studies conducted by outsfan_(iing._
researchers, as well as explained terminologies with regards to democracy and youth
participation in Zamfara and Gusau local government in particular,

The chapter also gives a resume of the history and present status of the problem
delineated by a concise review of previous studies into closely related problems.

2.2 CONCEPTUAL REVIEW

2.2.1 Democracy as a Concept

The term democracy is derived from two Greek words: demos which means people
and kratos which means rule. Literarily, democracy means ‘rule by the people’
Appadorai (2017) described democracy as a system of government under which the
people exercise the governing power either directly or through representatives
periodically elected by them. In the ancient states, direct democracy was possible
because all adult members of the community could easily take part in decision
making. Population growth and expansion in political boundaries have made direct

democracy impracticable in the modern political system.

This is the reason why representative democracy has replaced direct democracy in
is is the re:

ifferent parts of the world, especially Nigeria and Zamfara in particular,
differen
€ i indirec here sovereignty is held by the
i is an indirect democracy wi
Representative democracy
pe tatives. Walter Lanqueur cited in Idowu (2018)pointed out, that
ople’s represen ;




although the conditions of modermn state make direct participation of all the people in
government of the state impossible, the concept of democracy still emphasis the rule

of the people. That 5, the sovercign power is indirectly exercised by the people
through a system of representation.

Consequently, youth Participation, particularly in the electoral process, is a

fundamental fequirement of representative democracy. This is the reason why
Appadorai (2017) argueq that where, on account of an atmosphere of fear and
coercion, people do not fee| free to discuss or vote, democracy cannot be said to exist,
even though the other political rights are enjoyed by the people. Sovereignty (2015)
identified some of there quicts of democratic rule as: at least two party system to give
room for freedom of choice; periodic election that is based on universal adult
suffrage; just as practice in zamfara and Gusau local government in particular, free
and fair election to allow the political party that has the support of the majority to
control the machinery of government and civil liberties such as freedom of
association, religion, speech and freedom from arbitrary arrest.

Representative democracy rests on the assumptions that the citizens possess and
demonstrate some civic capacities. These civic capacities involve three qualities:
intelligence, self-contrel and conscience. The citizens must be able to understand the
interest of the community, to subordinate his own will to the general will and must
feel his responsibility to the community and be prepared to serve it by
voting(Appadorai, 2017). In the contrary, indolence, in difference and political apathy
have hindered the entrenchment and sustenance of representative democracy in

4G in particular Falade and Orungbemi (2018)argued that true
an usau "

Nigeria , .
ance is not ideally practice in Nigeria and including Zamfara, The

democratic govern
1 . intihidatig e gER
1 in Nigeria is characterized by intolerance, intimidation, thuggery,

political culture in

10




assassinati; i B
ation. bittemness, apathy, indolence, money and ethnic politics. As a result of

this, the i 0
Teriitgn democracy have not been able to thrive after many years of

political independence i Nigeria

2.2.2 Youth Participation in Zamfara

Youth participation is the involvement of the citizens in the political system. Eakin
sited in Adelekan(2016) describeq youth participation as the process through which
the individual plays a role in the political life of his society and has the opportunity to
take part in deciding what common goals of the society are and the best way of
achieving these goals, According to Akamare (2015) youth participation is an aspect
of political behaviour and it focuses on the way in which individuals take part in
politics. It is a voluntary activity and one may participate directly or indirectly. The
various ways by which the people can be involved in the political system include
selection or election of political leaders, formulation of policies, community activities
and other civic engagements.

According to Awolowo and Aluko (2017), the essence of youth participation in any
society, either civilized or primitive, is to seek control of power, acquisition of power
and to influence decision making.

Youth participation is a means of contributing one’s quota to the political system and
overall development of the nation. Youth participation is one of the fundamental
requirements of democratic govemance.

This is the reason why Adelekan (2016) emphasized that ideally, democracy means

individual participation in the decisions that involves one’s life. In a democratic
individu:

i Siti to be fully involved in the democratic

i ssity for the citizenry

system, there is the nece
. ffective communication of the public policies
hoice of rulers and e
procedures of the ¢

11




and attitudeg, /
Al‘lY claim to democratic regime or state must ESSCHﬁa"y embrace a

high de; ]
" (9% of compettive shoies, opsmess,and enjoyment of civic and political

liberties and youth Participation that involves al

Aluko,2017),

Il groups of the society (Arowolo and

The extent ¢ i s
0 which people Participate in the political system differ from person to

Person. Talade(2018) identified SIX types of political participants. These ares The

mactive: These are the people that take no part in any political activity Voting

specialists: These are the people that get eagerly engaged only in voting. Besides

voting, they are not concerned about other political activities. Parochial participants:
These people participate in politics occasionally. They vote or get involved in any
other political activity only when it affects their personal interest. The communalist:
These are those who get engaged in voting regularly, they also get involved in
community affairs but they are not involved in political campaign activities The
campaigners: They are actively involved in political campaign but inactive in other
community affairs, Complete activists: They are highly involved in all political
activities. They actively participate in voting, political campaign, community
activities and make contact with public officials.

Some of the factors that determine youth participation are: cultural, economic,
political, religious sand educational backgrounds of individuals. Also, the level of

litical awareness as well as the measure of confidence in the political process
political a

d ; the extent to which the citizens participate in the political system. In
etermines

ethnic and religious factors. Since
e i is influenced by money,

Nigeria, politics is In

cs characterize electioneering process

independence in 1960, religious and ethnic politi

h son why Albert Legogie, former deputy Senate President,
This is the reas

in Nigeria. ‘
3 nd of the election that there was a big gulf, a

i trel
pointed out that it was clear from the
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Nigeria, southemers and Christians were attacked
and killed while many churches were burnt. Falade, (2017)expressed that politics in
Nigeria is regardeq as a dirty game and it is practiced with bitterness, hatred, rancor
and other associated evils. The outcome of this is that Nigeria is in vicious
political crises and inslability.

Deceit and unfulfilieq promises by political leaders discouraged a nurn'ber'i'qfr
Nigerians from participating in election and other political activities. Falade (2018)
argued that politicians make series of promises during election campaign. Most of
these promises are not fulfilled after they had been voted in to power. As a result of
this, some voters loose interest in election. One of the respondents interviewed during
the2011 election expressed that “I have come to the sun to suffer even though I am
not benefiting anything from the government don’t even have confidence in them
because they have been failing us generally” (Adelakun,2017).

There is low level of youth participation among the Nigerian citizens. Many Nigerians
are in different in political matters. The INEC noted that Nigerians’ participation
during the general election in 2011 was low including Zamfara in particular. Only
35% of the 70 million registered voters took part in the election while in Gusau only

25% of youth participated. The Fried rich Elbert Stiffing Foundation conducted a
(1]

h the2011 election and identified lack of transparent elections, election
research on

i i ign promises as major reasons
jticians’ mmittal to their campaign p
violence and politicians™ non co

for voters’ apathy in the country (Odebode, 2015).
a is based on the twin problems of ignorance and

The pOlltlca ap y In N]gfﬂl
1 athy 1
. Th he in abl]lty of
me pD(]“L]&]lS The consequence of this is t|

deliberate deception by S0
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the masses to haye a link between thei state of underdevelopment and their non
participation in the electoral progegs (Fabiyi, 2018), In the light of this Falade (2017)
concluded that the Nigerian politica] culture has not given room for the entrenchment
and sustenance of true democracy, Awolowo

and Aluko(2017) expressed that the low

level of youth Participation of the Nigerian women is becoming &Iamin,gmd
disturbing,

23 DYNAMICS [N YOUTH PARTICIPATION

The present situation in Nigeria has not shown any distinct departure from the--pe-‘riiaﬂ.
of the First, Second and aborted Third Republic of 1993. There was a stable political
condition and security of lives and properties before January and July 1966 that
marked the incursion of military in to Nigeria politics, Before the Nigeria independent
of 1960, the politicai arrangement favoured competitive politics both at the Federal
and Regional level.

As a result of youth participation that favoured competitive politics based on party
platform and superiority might especially at the side of Federal Alliance that granted
unequivocal support to marginalize other political leaders from various ethnic
cleavages contributed to “break — away faction of most of the major political parties
of the first Nigeria Republic. The situation continued until the constitution of the
second Republic which replaced Republican System of government to presidentalism

ith such principle of constitutional supremacy. This system breaded new faction of
with su

ender and give solidarity. The innovations
i hom the electorate surt
god fatherism to W

d cross cutting party formation provide incentives for party
which encourage

national character In sha ing party and political offices.
i ational ¢! ter in sharing party and politi
formation on | ' |
The intr f two party system (in the aborted Third Republic) which seems to
e introduction of tWo P i
icipati bverted to inter — and
e ethni solidarity in youth participation had sul
have closed the ethnic
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R PRy solvocation, Ty hypothesized indices,

unexpected ethnijc big-

might probably account for the
{ent parties, Social Democratic Party (SDP)and National
Republic Conventioy (NRCy Tespectively in the un-celebrated Third Republic. The
outlook of the pregen; ruling party that symbolized NPN (2017) had for long time
succeeded in itg magnanimoyg incorporation of all diverse’ etbnict and regional
constituencies that make _. up Nigeria entity, In 1999, the two puﬁﬁca] pailes of
Alliance for Democracy Ap and All Progressive party lead by Chief OluFalae
demonstrated acrogs- cutting ethnic voting pattern because of national sympathy fot
June 12 election that presumed to have favoured his geo-political zone, Chief
Obasanjo who won the election got minimum support of the votes majority from the
North in 27 out of 36 States of the Federation. In his second term, the ruling Party
P.D.P had increased on its electoral minimum of 25% by 5 additional States therefore
making it a total of 32 out of 36States in Nigeria. The derivatives advantage of this
outcome of the election result in 1999 as it was demonstrated carlier by the election of
June 12 1993 is that, the age-long desire of Nigeria to have a leader that reflect their
ethnic or sectional Kinship had changed and also it make the intension of the Nigeria
political actors ( both the leaders and the followers) to have a leader who is expected
by his action to be committed enough to pursue national interest rather than caring
about his ethnic origin.

In the Nigeria subsequent elections, the 2007 Yar’dua/Jonathan connection and
ild-up on the existing foundation by

2011(Jonathan/Sambo) that was expected to bu

i ifested in dimensional ethnicity electoral
overt) still mani
any factor(overt or ¢ ;
The principle of zoning as 2 pelitical phenomenen, its role and
colouration. The pi or: i
helly pronounced during the Nigeria June 12 political
er W

significance as it was 0V

it ithout hurting such chances of
. f political party Wi
pmnacle o

crisis reminds in the
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accommodation in Nige.: i
n Nigerian Politics since 197g i otherwise known as power sharing

which remained innovative in the politica] arrangement of
0!

arrangement therefore

that period in question. The

> eeks to distribute bajance of opportunity and rotates key

Overnmen
g tal and party offies among the nations, diverse ethnic —religious and geo-
political constituencies,

i Ty
Because of mismanagemen; of this opportunity at the level of elite class, ¢
alleged that arrangement was fraudulently designed as it favoured one major ethnic.

group against others,

2.4 YOUTH PARTICIPATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

In most cases the attitude of Nigeria leaders, in youth participation demonstrated
different kinds of electoral reservations. Youth participation had become a function of
social economic status derivation especially in Nigeria that replicated the position of
the people’s daily prayer which says “our Lord/Father gives us our daily breads...”
since youth participation is interpreted to mean what “one will eat and where one will
sleep”. Youth participation becomes a statistical analysis of political leaders as they
allocate scarce resources on both the advantages and disadvantages to “who get what,
when and how’. Therefore, citizen had regarded participation in politics (or elections)

only as a fortune to human and social development whish-aught notie e e e

erefol onsidered some i C ith allocation of scarce
th i d s variables that are connec ed with f
re, Cons

f tand in between leadership and
i any other factors s
resources, which among m
iables at the level of policy implementation
i Joped on variab
followership that was deve
{ to cooperation, understanding; and that has exposed the level of
which is congruen . .
followers. Policy implementation failure remains one of the
jance by the fo -
| i hich serves as obstacle to development had
i "

hallmarks of publics policies
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strangulated youth Participation at various

ey i level of government, in situation by which
ementation ; &
100 1S presen, i could give Gusay youths mare participation. The
inability of most of gur i i
“ur political leaders( policy makers) to effectively formulate clear
policy out comes, ; :
S, in adequate governance mechanisms and the failure of

implementing apg
g adequately Capture the essence of such implementation

because of limite : i
d capacity or authority vested them contributes to the failure of many

designed policies ’
gned p for developmenta| projects. In addition, it is not enough to develop

oals an jectives fi l
g d objectives for the advancement of society, rather it is the translation of these

oals i .
goals into concrete Programmes and projects that could enhance citizens welfare

which hitherto increases citizens levels of youth participation,

Associate intricacies towards the actualization and sustainable of meaningful

development in Nigeria include unemployment, corruption, favouritism nepotism,
prebendalism, impunity and bureaucratic bottle neck. Among these important factors
that are essential towards public policy implementations is cooperation; Its impact on
the actualization of meaningful development is unquantifiable. Cooperation as one
political analyst described it is the interactions among actors aiming at solving public
problems by working together rather than by working separately. To facilitate this,
variables like resources interdependence, goal congruence and mutual trust should be

present. It is by the yirtue of this cooperation, development is attainable. It’s follows

therefc that the retardation of physical and administrative development in Nigeria
erefore,

i ocial vices which includes lack of
i above mentioned s
arises as a result of the

d inter-governmental relation which led to

RO
cooperation at the Jevel of intra a

d t the level of youth participation. This lack of cooperation probably
reduction at the
¢ different political parties involving both the States and Federal
because of differ 4 ! ¢ :
he persistence high level of political rivalry and national crises
. with the pe
government, with
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government) of federation reminds stagnation. “Federal government” as T
Makuthe pag Nigeria  Minister of information (under President Goodluck
Jonaihan)deﬁned it when he paid courtesy visit to Osun State a year 2013 said, it is a
central of policy making and the subordinate units (local and States) act at the level of
policy implementation for meaningful development. However, prior to 201 | , ,‘
there was high leve| of hostile relationship that arises as a result of party :
how would the Stage move forward in carrying out most of their developmental
projects? And how would the State execute the Federal government projects (plains
and actions)? With this unfolding hostile relationship and apparently federal
government inconsistent with the releasing of monthly legitimate State allocation,
effective physical development is banned to progress. With the recent political
awareness also, such rivalry is bound to boomerang. Good democracy is all about
freedom and political equality. However. going by the definition of democragy, if the
public office holders (Govemor, lawmakers, local Governments chairman and
councilors) come together irrespective of their party differences for the interest of the
common citizens, it will contribute to the economic well- being of the state and also
bring sustainable development for the people of Zamfara state.

From the above it is certain to opine that youth of state form the backbone of its
political system and processes. Youth participation in political affairs the state are
rules and conduct enshrined in the constitution of the state. The law specified who is
eligible to participate on not. Since the invasion and introduction of the democracy in

ivi F democracy have been a struggled to achieve.
ligeri d dividend of democra
Nigeria, the element an
ause th igi alues, traditions and doctrines are militating the
This is si bec the religious values,
is is simply . ‘
Vi i f democracy. The conventional definition of youth is revalving
effective working o0 Y-
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and Gusau local government in particular, have only but a thin line in terms of

: participation in politics. The youth are also more used as instrument to course political
violence in Zamfara state order than contesting for political position, For instance, in
2015 the PDP office along Zaria road/Funtua road was burnt down by some angry
youths whom were believed to be from opposition party. Inspire of this, the youth
| with the context of Zamfara state have been the movers of democratization. Some of
these youths are used during elections as returning officers and to conduct voting in

the state. As Nigeria preparing for the 2019, the youth in Zamfara state arc much

more political conscious and are engaging in one party programme or the other to as

| to facilitate the election.
2.5 DEMOCRACY, YOUTH PARTICIPATION AND GOOD GOVERNANCE:
THE INTERFACE

5 own, does not connote good g
nsolidated democracy in form of liberalism

overnance. It is not an end in itself

Democracy, on it

-rooted and cof

to an end. Deep-r' uig

but a means J call ‘maximalist democracy indeed has been
G

i 6
or what Cheema and Maguir® (201

4 governance. According to them, maximalist
od go

‘found to be able to engender £°
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the maximalist approach of demacracy,

. Submits thag
ows for ﬁ.mdamental '
humap righi
ts, broadeniqg
guaranteeing credibje and periodie election

free and lively civil
society, a relatively autonomous ang valued political society and an institutionali ol

€conomic society.

Youth participation is sine qua non to good governance. Youth participation, which
includes citizens’ involvement in the decision making process, contribution to public
debate on national issues and voting, needs to be encouraged. Wider youth
participation naturally endows policies that emanate from that process with
legitimacy, as people feel sense of belonging and can lay claim of ownership to such
policies. Policies are more likely to be sustainable when they receive popular

understanding and support, most especially when women, youths and minorities have

input into governmental decisions and also be provided with mechanism through

ainst. The purpose of broad
which unfavourable policies are contested and protested ag urp
i ent is to create sense of belonging
: : ) i licy making arrangem
inclusion of citizens in the po
icy even if it = ainful
ary for the sustainable of policy even if it isa short-term painfu
and awareness necess ‘ j
. i i ici del is potent
“ ide long-erm reward. This public participation model 15 p
policy that will provide
g Pﬂ d engcnder good governance.

I
ugh to consolidate democracy &
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good go i i
g0vernance s achievable in the atmo:

the rule of law.
9 aw. Good governance should also focus mostly on
. processes in or 3
proce: der to engender development. It should be measured on goy

delivery inputs. That is .
- Iy mp! hat is, good governance ig not about budget provisions: it i

aa;uai accomplishment and i i i
] p! Its good intentions. Good governance is not only critical

to development but should also have the capacity to use resources effectively to create

Vﬁgmﬂﬂi and, in addition, induce economic growth and engender sustainable

velopment.

nally, democracy, youth participation and good governance promote development.

eral and consolidated democracy puts considerable constraints on the individuals
‘to behave within the confines of the law and also allow the electorate to determine

“who occupies what position. The institutions of good governance must be funded,
' i i anner that will investigate,
fed, trained, equipped and be made independent in a m ga
d ish corrupt conduct. and thus vigorously discourage it in the future.
, and pun >

.ing the quality of democracy,
d through enhancing
ce can be enhance

. governan tecﬁof
S rQ! n O
devolution and decentralisation of power and resources, p
ng the devolutio -
. T i justi d strengthenin
[ of col uption, speeding up of justice an gt o
rights, removal ©

iable and custainable reforms.
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live style and Laissee-fajre Style. Th
- The

~ directive and orders to follow, I the

preferential usage of the Autocratic |

m:r may or may not consult others

= W .
‘111115 makes it to be effective especially when quick decision is needed since the leader

hﬂs the power to give order at will. In this sense, some people tend to perceive of this

sj;yje as a vehicle for yelling, using demeaning language, and leading by threats and

'@Smg their legitimate power. Otherwise, this is not the authoritarian style usage but
“bossing people around” Daclark (2016).Such usage of power has no place in a
kbaéer‘s repertoire. In another perspectives, democratic or participative style of leader

‘.m'::’a‘mirages a free flow of opinion while it is obvious that leader has the final decision,

ﬂﬂw followers make their suggestions or views known for possible consideration.

'J.%he Jeader has the skill to moderate and direct others. A situation when followers are

ses point and determine what needs to be

o W 1 1S & uthonty n
and his done with certair level of delegated a
ho to do it.

ratic setting also known as representaﬁve democracy.
' t the major
tion of the trio Fafowora (2016), they argued that the maj
fing from the percept! .
f Nigeria society aré facing centered principally on bol
em that inhabitants ©

) hip: :
hip and followers p " social instability
n()l’l‘ﬂous po !

The assumption he

‘ f leaders ical, economic and

e
lingly, this had resulted © re is that whether

iled-
s, bribery and corruption also preval
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“and or bad followershi
} p and that our problem has not been either of those two b
S€ 0 but a

combination of both.

mming furt] i
Stemming her on their analysis, scholars and experts on political behavior have

devoted much time to seeking insights into different theories of leadership style in

relation to human behavior and their individual social cultural background. Artiving

at this point, analysts suggested that, the beliefs of political leaders shaped their

ir decision on what is good and what

behavior and their relation with other people, the

cal desire, leaders knows how to manipulate other

is bad and to achieve such unequivo

institutions of government to their

political system, therefore, subjected many

only product but essential

dictates. By so doing, the beliefs of political Jeaders are not

| system. These beliefs t
d historical dimension as in relation to

hat pointed to the nature of reality,

‘component of all politica

ing the meaning an

ssentially which includ
< the way Jeaders distributed

power, authority,

n atiributed amount those

| interest had bee

% at i Persond
wealth in political life. e

that influence

of Nigerian leaders

the chaosen

ontemporary

military and in the ¢




veral reserved presupposition.

ove liter e st of
e ab ature review most of the seholars fail toadmit and identify factors

isible for lack of youth participation in politics in Zamfara state. Thus, below

e gap revolved around:
: Providing a comprehensive research to be explained that youth participation
in politics in Zamfara state. Gusau local government in particular is very thin.

The research will examine and expose the factors by demonstrating how those

factors affect youth participation in politics. These factors aremoney, elite and

. religion and so on.

The research is premised {o identify the percentage or data of youths that
~ participated actively in politics in Famfara and Gusau local government |'n
:;particular as it was not identified by many of the scholars above. A{Iso, ﬂ'l-ls
K i ant to bridge the gap of lack of literary materials on such issues in
work is me

usau local governmem.
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2.7 THEORETICAY, FRAMEWOR

The need to N
theerize. about e nature of control and the role of k in
e role of leadership in

democracy and ood
£0od governanee Occasions the study of elites by Vilfredo Pareto and

including all A .
g 80C10-economic and political matters. If the formal structures of

government are ce %
ntral to explaining ‘who gets what, when and how’, then the study

and relevance of elite ; .
elite in policy process is equally important. Elites dominate the

formal instituti
utions of government and are a determining factor in govemance and

decision making processes. Flitac N
making processes. Elites are the decision makers in the society whose power

is not subject to control by any other body in the society,

There are varying perceptions on the role of elites in democracy. While some believe
that elites are bulwarks of democracy protecting it from the dangers of totalitarianism,
the sole source of value and element of democratic consolidation and political
stability and constituting integrating force in the society without which it may fall
part; others believe that elites are chief threat to the survival of democracy (Dowse

and Hughes, 2016). They have exceptional access to key positions in the society and

appear to wield control over crucial policies disproportionate to their number and
they, to this extent, can understandably be a living contradiction to the notion of
it is assertive that credit of democratic

democracy. On this philosophical basis,

hould be given 1o the elite. Also, blame of democratic
s

stability and good governance B e
ce will also be on the elite, since it is central to g

‘failure and bad governan :

jentific to study and

te theory is premised on a number of

analyse governance and democratic

‘stability or otherwise. It is s¢

. . Eli
ess in any country using elite theory

mptions:
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The society consists of two cat,
e

gories: the selected fe capable and,
therefore, have the right to gy T i
P

reme leadership; and i _
who are desired 10 be S p vast masses of people

2 jori
lhat the majority of humap bei
3 CINgs are apathetic, indolent and shavichly
nintormed ah, .
avout what goes gn in the administrative System and permanently
incapable of self. m It V
f-gove ment. That is, the elite decides on the cture, |
petsonnel, th, i | |
€ process of publig policies of the administrative system;
3.

Hence, the stru
i clu ——
re. substance and output of the administrative system may

be viewed as the mrafe
S the preferences ang values of the governing elite (Dowse and

Hughes, 2016).

The elite theory postulates that public policy reflects the values and preferences of the

elite rather than demands of the masses. The elite consist of those few individuals
who wield powers and hold leading positions in the strategic aspects of society. The
majority, the masses, only obey and are guided, controlled and governed by the few.
Many of the elites do not hold formal or legal authoritative powers but are rather
behind the scene, tele-guiding and manipulating overt political and policy actions

(Ikelegbe, 1994). Tt is on the basis of presumptions that the masses are contented and

are incapable of challenging the authoritative position of the clite that informs elites’

reflection of policy and its processes.
i f policy flow and whose interests
i i tion to the source ©
The clite theory directs atten
bli lici e. The theory attempts a realistic explanation of the source of
public policies serve.

5 also explains the nature
pali dicating it in the elite rather than the masses. It p
policy by predicating .

d in Gusau in particula

s cac jn Zamfara an . i
- Zamfara elite- the political,

and source of po

1 he
ating from t
ic service can also be viewed as emanating i
i to democratic
ic leaders his 18 contradicto
i i nomic i
inistrative and €co ry
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lend credence 1o Participat;
pation, OPennes . f
* #ccountability and freedom in all spheres of
societal life, | .

ctivities of elites in these areas, The fact
that Nigeria s oscillating  between democratic - stagnancy and govemance
backwardness is reflexijye ofelites” pursuit of personal aggrandizement and promotion

of geocentricism rather thap altruistic policies, that are nationalistic and ‘people

centric” in nature. Peaple centric policies are policies that are peaple-centred, whose
objective primarily is designed to engage the citizenry and serve the interest of the

people and the community.
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CHAPTER ThRppg

RESEARC
H
3.1 INTRODUCTION METHODOLOGY

This chapter cove,
TS i ipti
he description and discussion on g
n the various techniques and

nd analyze the data as it is deemed

procedures used jn th
€ study to C
ollect g

appropriate.
3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN

Research design 5
S are often refepre
referred to as the structuring of investigation aimed at

identifying vari :
g iables and their relationships to one another. In this study,

questionnaire serv, o .
€S as useful guide to the effort of generating data for this study. The

survey research desi ini
sign through the administration of questionnaires was used for the

study.
For this study, the survey rescarch design was adopted. The choice of the design was
informed by the objectives of the study as outlined earlier. This research design

provides a quick efficient and accurate means of assessing information about a
population of interest. It intends to study.

3.3 AREA OF THE STUDY

Gusau, town is located along Sokoto, Zaria road. It is 176 km from Zaria and 210 km

from Sokoto. The town bordered kotorkoshi in Gusau as a Local Government Area is

located in Northwestern Nigeria. It is the capital of Zamfara State. The Local

£ 3,364 km? and a population of 383,162 as at the 2006

Government has an area @
16 population projectio
Jocated on the main railway between

in 20 n. Gusau, sits just north of a Fri
tensus and 528,400 in
no, and the town is

drawn from Kebbi to Ka
condary highway

L) 5 ¢ i on a €
KauraNamoda and Zaria, and it 15 ©

i red in the city in 1999 by
untua. Sharia pract!

between Talata Mafara

the then Governor

e was first decla
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Ahmed Sani (Yarim,,
nB; i
akura) ang 15 still in fopee G Emi
upgraded from distrjct head Sarkin Kar oo
AtSinan

. G i
Sokoto River in usau to Emijr, Gusau, is located on the

processing, and cotton o Manufacturing, groundnut and tobacco.
i &INning, The city is auri

~ Y 15 active in minin : wdr

: ! g the deposits of gold and
diamonds in the sury i

ounding countryside. Gusay i connected by roads and a railroad

S and a raiiroa

to other cities in th T - .

€ region. The City is part of the Hausa-Fulani cultural region of

northern Nigeria. It h ;
as a substantia| Muslim population and contains numerous

mosques and Musli izati
q Im organizations, Archaeological evidence suggests that Gusau was

occupied by Old Stone Age (37,000-1 5,000 years ago) peoples and many quartz tools

from this period have been found in the arca, Gusau previously served as a leper

colony. (wikipedia)

The east, Kaura Namoda in the north, Bungudu in the west and Dansadau in the
south.{ gusau.wordpress.com)The town has two major rivers, river Sokoto to the west

and river Gagare to the east. Diplomatically, the town is characterized by high
temperature especially during the rainy season. The two major seasons in the town are

dry season Bazara and wet season damina. Gusau is presently the headquarter of

Zamfara state as well as the headquarter of Guesau. looal govemment fareat

Goldsmith2012).
tablished during the jihad of Usmanu Danfodio by
es

Historically, Gusau town Was .
1 rs from Yandoto in 1799. He

. is followe
! = d with his fo
Mallam Gambo who migrate s

d Yar Gusau on then finger of river Sokoto 25k
t called Y2 ’

The population of Gusau over 500,000

established a new settlemen

t day Gusat: :
 Yandoto, east of presen population. Hausa is the

; nsus
t 1N 2009 ce
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Zamfarawa and Gobirayws B three. maj, indigenays tribes are Katsinawa,
- Buyt becauSB of i .
: it i T
Yoruba, Tiv, fok and Kanys; i S Ccosmopolitan outlook pidgin, Igbo,
also

- Farming has therefore temained the

craft industries that ithi
hat include tithing, Spinning, weayi
> eaving, yeing and tanning, leatherwork
and wood i ;
carving. Thege OCCupations apre mostly h

- . eredit: rofessing HRanae ;
milieus specialized( GOldSmith7()]'1) ary p ion in' which

3.4 POPULATION OF THE STUDY

The population of study concicie
P study consists of all youths of Gusau Local Government area of

Zamfara state. Zamfara state hag a populaticn of 3,278,873 according to the 2006

census and contains fourteen local government areas,

3.5 SAMPLE SIZE AND TECHNIQUE OF THE STUDY

The Convenient sampling technique was used in selecting 100 residents from the
entire population. This is chosen due to the financial strength of the researcher
coupled with time constraints.

3.6 INSTRUMENT FOR DATA COLLECTION

These are the tools or methods used in getting data from respondents. In this study,

Questionnaires are research instruments used. Questionnaire is the main research
gather necessary data from the sample respondents.

instrument used for the study to

d type and provides answers 1o the research questions
ed ty

The questionnaire is structur

and hypotheses therein. .
E vo sections; Section A and B. Section A

and limited into tv

This i is divided _ ;
e ndents while Section B contains research

| data of the respe

‘deals with the persond .
u rch question and hyp

e with the resea

othesis in chapter one.

nent postulated in lin
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instrument,

the questionnaire /i be fi Wi 1§ ew of sample o
will be followed ith inte; Vi I

il
respondents to know whether their view on the subject

3.8 TECHNIQUES OF DATA ANALYSIS

Having gathered the e
data through the administration of questionnaire, the collected
data will . :
ill be coded, tabulated, and analyzed according to the research question and
hypothesis.
In order to analyze the data collected effectively and efficiently for easy management

and accuracy, the simple percentage method was the analytical tools used for this

research project and a sample size of one hundred (100} will be represented by 100%

for easy analysis of the responscs.

Also, Correlation statistical analytical method will be used in the research work.

tical technique is used in testing of hypothesis so as to predict

Correlation as a statis
es should be. It is used in drawing and

p between two variabl

what the relationshi
€ observed values from the

: questionnaire
y collecting th

reaghing conclusion b,
e degree of freedom an:

dents, testing th

d carrying out a decision
‘administered to respon

thesis.
determining the critical value of the hypo
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CHAPTER FOUR
DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS

4.1  Introduction

This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of the result obtained from
questionnaires. The data gathered were presented according to the order in which
they were arranged in the research questions and simple percentage were used to
analyze the demographic information of the respondents while the chi square test
was adopied to test the research hypothesis.

4.2 Analysis Demographic Data of Respondents

Table 1: Gender of Respondents

-

Valid Male 65 65.0% 65.0%

Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent

Female 35 35.0% 100.0%

Total 100 100.0%

et P
Source: Field Survey, September, 2013.

Tablel above shows the gender distribution of the respondents used for this study.

Out of the total number of 100 respondents, 65respondents which represent

65.0percent of the population are male. 35 which represent 35.0 percent of the

population are female.
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Table 2: Age range of Respondents

Frequency Percent | Cumulative Percent
Valid  20-30 years 15 15.0% 15.0%
31-40 years 10 10.0% 25.0%
41-50 years 25 25.0% 50.0%
51-60 years 20 20.0% 70.0%
above 60 years 30 30.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey. September, 2018.

Table 2 above shows the age grade of the respondents used for this study. Out of the
total number of 100 respondents, 15 respondents which represent 15.0 percent of the
population are between 20-30 years. 10 respondents which represent 10.0 percent of
the population are between 31-40 years. 25 respondents which represent 25.0 percent
of the population are between 41-50 years. 20 respondents which represent 20.0
percent of the population are between 51-60 years. 30 respondents which represent

30.0 percent of the population are above 60 years,
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Table 3: Educationa] Background of Respondents

Cumulative

Frequency | Percent Percent
Valid  FSLC 20 20.0% 20.0%
WASSCE/GCE/NECO 25 25.0% 45.0%
OND/HND/BSC 35 35.0% 80.0%
MSC/PGD/PHD 15 15.0% 95.0%
OTHERS 3 3.0% 100.0%

Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 3 above shows the educational background of the respondents used for this
study. Out of the total number of 100 respondents, 20 respondents which represent
20.0percent of the population are FSLC holders. 25 which represent 25.0 percent of
the population are SSCE/GCE/WASSCE holders. 35 which represent 35.0 percent of
the population are OND/HND/BSC holders. 15 which represent 15.0 percent of the
population are MSC/PGD/PHD holders. 5 which represent 5.0 percent of the

population had other type of educational qualifications.
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Table 4: Oceupation of Respondents

Cumuylative
Frequency | Percent Percent
Valid  Civil servants 25 25.0% 25.0%
Self employed 45 45.0% 70.0%
Unemployed 30 30.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 5 shows the occupation of respondents used for the study. 25 respondents
representing 25.0 perrcent of the population under study are civil servants. 45
respondents representing 45.0 perrcent of the population under study are self-
employed. 30 respondents representing 30.0 perrcent of the population under study

are Unemployed.
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4.3Analysis of Psyc!mgraphic Data

Table 5: Daes m ol e
onetization of politics have any effect on youth participation i
n
Zamfara state?

Cumulative
Frequency | Percent Percent
Valid  Yes 50 50.0% 50.0%
No 35 35.0% 85.0%
Don’t Know 15 15.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 5 show the responses of respondents if monetization of politics has any effect
on youth participation in Zamfara state.50 of the respondents representing 50.0
percent said Yes that monetization of politics has effect on youth participation in
Zamfara state. 35 respondents representing 35.0 percent said No that monetization of
politics have no effect on youth participation in Zamfara state. 15 respondents
reprcsenting 15.0 percent were undecided.

This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that monetization of

politics has effect on youth participation in Zamfara state.
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able 6: Is the T i
€ any elatmnship between level of education and itical
I I pnlmca

participation?
Cumulative
Frequency | Percent Percent
[Valid  Yes 68 68.0% 68.0%
No 22 22.0% 90.0%
Don’t Know 10 10.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 6 shows the responses of respondents if there is any relationship between level
of education and political participation. 68 respondents representing 68.0 percent said
Yes that there is a relationship between level of education and political participation.
22 respondents representing 22.0 percent said No that there is no relationship between
level of education and political participation. 10 respondents representing 10.0 percent
were undecided.

This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that there is a

relationship between level of education and political participation.
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Table H there any relationshi etwee) 1 wi eing and litical
p een material {: g

participation?
Cumulative
Frequency | Percent Percent
Valid  Yes 50 50.0% 50.0%
No 45 45.0% 95.0%
Don’t know 5 5.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 7 show the responses of respondents if there is any relationship between
material well-being and political participation. 50 of the respondents representing 50.0
percent said Yes that there is a relationship between material well-being and political
participation. 45 respondents representing 45.0 percent said No that there is no
relationship between material well-being and political participation. 5 respondents
representing 5.0 percent were undecided.

This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that there is a

relationship between material well-being and political participation.
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le 8: = e
Table 8: Does political socialization improve youth participation?

Cumulative
Frequency | Percent Percent
Valid  Yes 65 65.0% 65.0%
No 25 25.0% 90.0%
Don’t Know 10 10.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.
Table 8 show the responses of respondents if political socialization improves youth
participation. 65 of the respondents representing 63.0 percent said Yes that political
socialization improves youth participation. 25 respondents representing 25.0 percent
said No that political socialization does not improve youth participation. 10
respondents representing 10.0 percent were undecided.

This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that political

socialization improves youth participation.
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Table 9: I i i

s there relationship between electioneering process and youth
o ouths'
participation in politics?

Cumulative
Frequency | Percent Percent
Valid  Yes 55 55.0% 55.0%
No 32 32.0% 87.0%
Don’t Know 13 13.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 9 shows the responses of respondents if there is a relationship between
electioneering process and youths' participation in politics. 55 of the respondents
representing 55.0 percent said Yes that there is a relationship between electioneering
process and youths' participation in politics. 32 respondents representing 32.0 percent
sald No that there is no relationship between electioneering process and youths'
participation in politics. 13 respondents representing 13.0 percent were undecided.
This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that there isa

relationship between clectioneering process and youths' participation in politics.
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Table 10: Which of
3 the following will
enhance youth participation in politi
pation in politics i
Zamfara state? s

Cumulative
Frequency| Percent | Percent
Valid  Strengthening our electoral system 25 25.0% 25.0%
Demonetization of politics 10 10.0% | 35.0%
Creating more political awareness in Zamfara 65 65.0% | 100.0% "
Total 100 100.0%

Source; Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 10 show the responses of respondents on factors that enhances youth
participation in politics in Zamfara state. 25 of the respondents representing 25.0
percent said that strengthening our electoral system is a factor that enhances youth
participation in politics in Zamfara state. 10 of the respondents representing 10.0
percent said that demonetization of politics is a factor that enhances youth
participation in politics in Zamfara state. 65 of the respondents representing 65.0
percent said that creating more political awareness in Zamfara is a factor that

enhances youth participation in politics in Zamfara state.
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Table 11: Do you thi i
y ink making politics less capital intensive will improve politi
participation? p #7

Cumulative
Frequency | Percent Percent
Valid Yes 70 70.0% 70.0%
No 25 25.0% 95.0%
Don’t Know 5 5.0% 100.0%
Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 11 show the responses of respondents if making politics less capital intensive
will improve political participation. 70 of the respondents representing 70.0 percent
said Yes that making politics less capital intensive will improve political participation.
25 of the respondents representing 23.0 percent said No that making politics less
capital intensive will not improve political participation. 5 of them representing 5.0
percent were undecided. This shows that majority of the respondents were of the
opinion that making politics less capital intensive will improve political participation.
4.4 Test of Hypothesis

Hypothesis I

H,: Money politics has no effect on youth participation in Gusau local government
o3

area.

H;: Money politics has cffect on youth participation in Gusau local government area.
it

Level of significance: 0.05

Decision rule: reject the null hypothesis Hy if the p value is less than the level of

significance. Accept the null hypothesis if otherwise.
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Table 12 Test Statistics

Money politics has effect on youth participatien in

Gusau local government area

R 105.520°
Df i
Asymp. Sig. 000

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The mini

25.0.

mum expected cell frequency is ;

Conclusions based on decision rule:

Since the p-value=0.000 is less than the level of significance (0.05), we reject the null

hypothesis and conclude that money politics has effect on youth participation in

Gusau local government area.

Hypothesis I1

H,: There is no relationship between material well-being and political participation.

H;: There isa relationship between material well-being and political participation.

Level of significance: 0.05

Decision rul

significance.

e: reject the null hypothesis Ho if the p value is less than the level of

Accept the nall hypothesis if otherwise.
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Table 13 Test Statistics

There is a relationship between material well-bcing‘

and political participation.

Chi-Square PrEYen
Df 2
AS . Sig.

ymp. Sig 000

a. 0 cells (.0%) have expected frequencie

25.0.

Conclusions based on decision rule:

Since the p-value= 0.000 is less than th

hypothesis and conclude th

political participation.
4.5 DISCUS

1. Monetization of politics has
politicians spend much m
in politics when they are in office they

recover those resources or funds which

during the recovery period masses ot

e level of significance (0.05), we reject th

at there is @ relationship between mate

SION AND ANALYSIS OF

effect on youth participation: 1

s less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequency is

e null

rial well-being and

DATA

1 situation in which

oney in purchasing nomination forms in order to participate

now used the first years in seeking ways t0

they used before coming that position. And

public suffers because politicians are not
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Elect

lectoral management should ensure that all segments of the society, including youth
are empowered to fully participate in electoral process, such as voters, candidates or
officials. Removing existing barriers for youth electoral participation at different

levels and in different areas, including the national, legal and political framework.
6. The following will enhances youth participation in politics in Zamfara state

i.  Strengthening our electoral system;

ii. Demonetization of politics

fii.  Creating more political awareness on the politics among youth in zamfara

state ;

It shows that creating more political awareness on the politics among youth in Gusau
local government area will enhance youth participation in polities. Government could
sanitise the environment with political talks through used of mass media,
campaigning, SO that the citizens can have ideas and knowledge of what is happening

in politics and thereby increasing their interest of participation.

7. Making politics less capital intensive secure and improve political participation of
youth in Gusau. Elecioral body should be able to prevent vote buying during election
and provide a speciﬁc amount of money for each political party to spend during
campaign by so doing, the youth participation jpolitical participation will be more

easier for youth 10 participate:
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CHAPTER FIVE

SUMMAR
Y AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Summary of Findings

From our a ic §
cademic journey, we were able to make the following findings;

ationship between

e 1t has been established that there is a significant rel

political/ electoral education and youth participation in Zamfara state

mobilize citizens for increased

e 1t has proposed a number of strategies t©

in Zamfara state in Gusau local

youth participation and effectiveness

government area,
e It shows that the degree of confidence the people have in Zamfara state

electoral system
nfidence in

Findings from the study revealed that Zamfara youth do© ot have cof
our electoral system there is @ significant relationship between the level of
4l education of Zamfara youth and the level of their participatiun in

d that the best ways

elector
of mobilizing more Zamfara state

politics. 1t also reveale
youth particu\arly Gusau youth participaﬁon are;
| system.

. Sirengthening our electora!
check to our electoral system-

» Equipping our judicia’l system 10 actas2
« Creating more awareness about pnmical happenings in Gusau and the need

{0 participate effectively-

for youth

ation
be made:

52 Recommend
£ the findings inthe
monetize (that 15 the

ipate politics.

study, the following recommendat'\ons can

nomination forms should be made

Asa result ©

Politics should be de
< to be able t0 partic

1.

affordable) for youth
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2. Electoral commissi
mission should ingreas 3
rease WOl o i
AN b

campaigns, i
gns, public announcement, through s Wk w W o
politics as positive things to do not “diry game” | el
3. Political eli
ical elites should denounce wanipwhiinn of Viels W 4 ‘ \
: Wiy
creditably igeri Gl
e youths who are Nigerians {hat ¢ai\ ok iR A “\\\'\?\\“\.
for development of Gusau local GOVETINEN, 4194 o
4. TNEC should in collaboration W (il the BOVSITIERE S Y “ﬁ‘m‘\
gystem so that Youths can have contidenvs \ i :
o confidenes o Sna S

singular factor if gotten right W bl woa b
¢ o B O A

participate in politics.
5. Our judicial system shoutd cheek Wig exvpanyi vy A vt AR

other stakeholders. This will equatly et e o e 4
LIRES T

Zamfara and in tum increase YOI paii i iR TR g
i VLR

arca.
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No human collectivity can experieiit ALY i

progress if it fails to :‘)’ﬁlrﬁlﬂi\li\-“«l“\ detibertady it e TR

and hamess the drive and energy ol e e TR TR RN ik
estigated demaetdss e R

T R LG LM G R TR

that this study inv

central concern of this study i

Gusau local government AT wsing Vi v g i b
party membership and engagement i (e AR A0

tigate factors that sha o 0 e R

inves pe the paliE il i
state, The study of the yonih polifenl R A TRRIbRL
e T L A L L1 L e i el i

attention in the developed demne
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enerati

g ional effect had been found to be a major determinant of the level of
articiertian

participation in that part of the world. However, the unstable Nigerian

de i
mocratic system over the year has just made the study of this distinct group
political engagement a new area of research. The period effect of colonialism,

military authoritarianism, with poor political  socialization limits the

participation only to political elites who also control the state’s resOurces.

One of the goals that characterized this research is to divert from previous
methods of studying youth political participation basically on electoral
violence to the use of quantitative method in investigating their political
participation based on variables 0 voting, party attachment/membership and
engaging in protest and demonstrations. The second objective is proposed a
number of strategies 10 mobilize citizen for increased youth participation and
effectiveness in Gusau.

In a nut shell, participation of youth encourages them to become active
members of the society and democratic agents. By involving and empowering
young brains through the political process, they tend 10 develop important
skills, improve self-confidence and some sense of belonging in governance

while taking home greater understanding of governance that is important in

both newly formed and well-established democracies.
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APPENDIX
Department of Political Science,
Faculty of Management and Social Science,
Federal University Gusau, Zamfara
State-Nigeria.
Dear Respondent(s),

| am a final year student in the above named department and institution. Embarking
on a research titled; Democracy and Youth Participation in Zamfara State;A Case
Study of Gusau Local Government Area of Zamfara. This is in partial fulfillment of
the requirement for the award of B.Sc in political Science. Please, kindly assist by
ticking the correct or appropriate option(s) against any of the questions provided. And
probably fill the spaces, where necessary. Meanwhile, your responses will be treated

confidentially and only useful for the purpose of this study.

Thanks

Banazareth Helen.
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INSTRUCTION: Please ensure to complete the questionnaire by ticking the correc!

answer(s) from the options where necessary
SECTION A: Personal Information/Data

1. Gender

a) Male ()
b) Female ()

2. Age-Range ()

a) 20-30()

b) 31-40 ()

¢ 41-500)

| &) 51600
¢) Above 60 ()

Educational qualification

a) FSLCO)

b) WAEC/SSCE/NECO 0
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¢) BSC/HND/OND ()

d) MSC/PHD/MBA/PGD ()

). Others

4. Year in Zamfara state

a) 0-2yrs ()
b) 3-5yrs()
¢) 6-8yrs ()
d) 9-1lyrs()

€) 11-13yrs()

f) Above 13yrs()
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SECTION B

QUESTIONS ON
DEMOCRACY AND
YOUTH PARTICIPATI
NIGERIA iy, IN

5 D e it
oes monetization of politics have any effect on youth participation in
Zamfara state? |
a) Yes()
b) No()

¢) Don’t Know ()

6. s there any relationship between level of education and political
participation?

a. Yes()

b. No()

¢.Don’t Know ()

7. Is there amy relationship between material well-being and political
\ participation?

\ a. Yes()

b.No()
¢. Don’t Know (@)

8. Does political socialization improve youth participation in politics?
a. Yes()

b. No()

c. Don’t Know ()
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9. Which of the following will

Zamfara state

i. Strengthening our electoral system (
il. Demonetization of politics ()
iii.  Creating more political awareness on-
Zamfara ()
‘ 10. Do you think making politics less capital intensive
political participation?
a. Yes()
b. No()
¢. Don’t Know()

11. In your own ways, suggest ways of improving youth participation in politics
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