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ABSTRACT

This study was intended to examine democracy and youth participation in Zam/ara.

This study was guided by the following objectives; to examine the effect of money

politics on youth participation in Gusau local government area, to examine the

relationship between material well-being and political participation, lo know whether

there are strategies in encouraging youth participation in Gusau local government

area and to determine the relationship between electioneering process and youths'

participation in politics. The study employed the descriptive and explanatory design;

questionnaires in addition to library research were applied in order to collect data.

Primary and secondmy data sources were used and data was analyzed using the chi

square statistical tool at 5% level of significance which waç prese/1/ed in frequency

tables and percentage. The respondents under the study were JOO residents o/Gusau

local government, Zamfara State Nigeria. The study findings revealed that Zamfarans

do not have confidence in their electoral system and that there is a significant

relationship be/Ween the level of electoral education of youth and the level of their

participation in politics; based on the findings from the study, !NEC should in

collaboration with the government strengthen their electoral system so that youths can

have confidence in our electoral system. This singularfactor if gotten right would go a

long way in making Zarr¡fara youth want to participate in politics.

viíi
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CHAPTERONE

INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background oftbe Study

The Nigerian state assumed a new governance stattis i11 1999 foll<1wing the

demise of authoritarian regime in the country. Military dictatorship was 111plaoed by

representative democracy with the hopes and aspirations of good goverminlll} ntuch

higher than what the seemingly collapsible democratic institutions could fulfill. ·1'hJ

source and nature of transition in 1999 was later found to constitute threat tQ the

foundation of democracy and obliterates the current efforts at consolidatútg

democracy.

The reality of the attempts to subvert the concept of democracy to serve the

interests of a few, rather than a greater majority, still looms high. The emerging

democracy was artificial and reflexive of external imposition. It is a weak democracy

that repudiates inalienable ethos of its true identity. Democracy and youth

participation are related to good governance.

Democracy is abused good governance becomes elusive and evasive. This is

what Dari (2016) describes as "virtual democracy", democracy that shares

resemblance with true democracy but lacks basic tenets of democracy. Democracy in

Nigeria has three unique features which include: insulation of economic matters from

popular participation, manipulation and monopolization of democratic process

including the use of violence and electoral fraud to secure legitimacy and peripheral

participation of citizens. Surface-level participation does not have far-reaching

influence on the outcome of policy choices.

d. 1 Oke (20 J 7) democracy involves the opportunity to participate inAccor mg o

•
· th political process. It repudiates arbitrariness anddecision makmg m e



authoritarianism. It extols the consent of the governed and it protects human

personality and values (Ake, 2015). Democracy, whether liberal, African or modern,
includes equal opportunity for all, fundamental recognition of popular sovereignty,

representativeness, majority rule, minority rights, popular consultation, right of choice

between alternative programmes, consensus on fundamental issues, u well as

essentially periodic elections (Oke, 2017). The concept of democracy confers the

opportunity to participate in decision making by all.

Democracy here goes beyond opportunity of election. Although, the centrality
of elections to democratic process cannot be over-emphasized, democracy is not

wholly centered on election. For democracy to evolve good governance, it must be

liberal and participatory. ln this sense. Liberal democracy entails not only free and

fair elections in terms of voting administration, it requires a more comprehensive

fairness of political competition embodied in !he concept of a just and open

competition. In a liberal democracy, lhe electoral arena is open, and the playing field

is reasonably level.

Only in a free society with opportunity of free participation and respects for

citizens· rights can good governance be achieved. True democracy places emphasis

on freedom, and open competition, popular and meaningful participation,

·

t nsparency and accountability. Freedom to organise, freedom toresponsiveness, ra

-

I rcies and freedom to demand and assc,1 citizens' rights andprotest antJ-peop e po 1

.

d f th rcss to report, investigate and expose government policiesmterests, free om O e P

. . ? f: our According to Diamond (2015), "Only in a climateand actions without ,ear or av .

·

·1 f d can a country achieve the absolute fundamental
of true political and c1v1 ree om

"ble governmentthat is government that is
condition for development: respons1



committed to the advancement of the pt1!Jlic good, 1'11.ther !baa the private interests of
its own officials and their fmnilies and their cronies".

1.2 StatelJlent of the Reaeareh

The experience with youths' participation in elet:toral politics inN-?
and Zamfara state in particular has not been encouraging. Even Whetc .. ?of
local participation is an important tool of rural development ll!ld •·

·

education in mass participation is a key element of the developm

programmes have not developed genuine participation and responsibility lllll.?:., I

people. Youths have become recipients of development as if development -i/';;-

something outside their realms of experience and right respectively.

political, socio-cultural and bureaucratic constraints to youth participation.

1.3 Research Questions

I. What is the effect of money politics on youth participation in Gusau local

government area?

2. [s there any relationship between material well-being and political

participation?

3. Are there strategies in encouraging youth participation in Gusau local

government area?

between electioneering process and youths'4. What is the relationship

participation in politics?

1.4 Research Objectives
.

.

, to consider the nature and extent of youths'The main objective of !his study 1'

Th. 5 noted above, will be carried out byf system. is, a
participation in a demacra ic

h
. lectora! process in Gusau, Zamfara state.

fthe yout s me
assessing the involvement 0



Besides, this research work also aims at achieving other important objectives which
are also fundamental t h . .

.0 t e smooth operations of governance tn II democratic set up.
The other objectives are enumerated below:

1 · To examine tl-¡e effect of money politics on youth participationin Gusau local

government area.

2. To examine the relationship between material well-being and political
participation.

3- To know whether there are strategies in encouraging youth participation in

Gusau local government area.

4. To determine the relationship between electioneering process and youths'

participation in politics.

1.5 Justification of the Research

This research work is significant because it is aimed at explaining youth participation

in the context of good governance. This will enable us to appreciate the fact that the

formulation of a national agenda through dialogue by all stakeholders is a prerequisite

for youth participation.

Participation needs to be part of a broader conceptualization of development, with

much more attention to organizationalstructures and linkages. However, participation

has turned into a cliché for those administering development; its values have been

overemphasized, while doing little to make it a reality.

1.6 Research Proposition

Hypothesis I

. . ffi ct on vouth participation in Gusau local government
H.: Money poht1cs has no e e ,

area.

th participation in Gusau local government area.
H;: Money politics has effect on you

4



Hypothesis U

H.: There is no relationship between material well-being and politiêal participation.
H;: There is a relationship between material well-being and political participation.
l. 7

Methodology

For this Sludy, the survey research design was adopted. The choice ofthe design was

infonned by the objectives of the study as outlined above. This ?h lilpslgn
provides a quickly efficient and accurate means of assessing infonnation abet¢ a

population of interest. It intends to study democracy and youth participation ih

Nigeria.

1.8 Scope and Limitations of the Study

This project work shall discuss the concept of youth participation, focusing mainly on

what it is and what it is not within the African context. The history of Nigeria's

politics shall be traced from the colonial era to the present. The gathering of views on

the electoral politics shall be restricted to GusauZamfara State with reference to the

2003, 2007, 2011 and 2015 general elections covering Gubernatorial, House of

Assembly and Local Government elections in the state.

1.9 Limitations of study

l. Financial constraint: Insufficient fund tends to impede the efficiency of the

researcher in sourcing for the relevant materials, literature or information and

·

h of data collection (internet, questionnaire and interview).mt e process

.
·

t· The researcher will simultaneously engage in this study withTime constram .2.

• k This consequently will cut down on the time devoted for
other academic wor .

the research work.



1.10 Operationalization of Concepts

Democracy: A system of government in which poWtll' is vested in the people, who
rule either directly or through freely elected representatives. Democracy is IUI avenue

through which members of the society possess the right of choosing theil' leader

through election(Ojo, 2007).

It is imperative to note that in any democratic setting, Nigeria inehiS""·':¡ood
governance, responsive and responsible leadership, efficient and vibrant In?
arc essential to the enthronement and consolidation of the system. Good governanc:e,Js
a product of good leaders that are truly and properly elected by the people through a

free, fair and transparent election rather than those imposed on the people

Adamu(20 I ?)Which is against the laid down rules and regulations of democracy.

Youth: ls the time of life when one is young, and often means the time between

childhood and adulthood (maturity). It also defined as "the appearance, freshness,

vigor, spirit. etc.. characteristic of one who is young. According to Nigerian

constitution youth range from age 18 to 30 years.

Participation: The act of taking part in an activity or event.

Youth Participation: Youth participation can be defined as those actions of youth by

which they seek to influence or be part of government and politics.

Election: An election is a formal decision making process by which a population

chooses an individual to hold public office.

.

ty· This means that the supreme power to rule rests with thePopular sovereign .

·

Th ple decide who rules them and under what party or
people (the electorates). e peo

.
.

, !so hold the authority to change the government in case it
ideolog1cal platform. fhe) ª

fails to live up to expectation.

6



Popular Representation: As indicated above, the elected government officials hold
their mandate at th ·

. . .e mstance of the people. They are m such pos1t1on to represent the
interest of their people. Popular representation entails the ability of the pOlitical
representative to serve the interests of his people (constituency) properly.
Popular Participation: without any prejudice to legally tenable limitations to

franchise, the expectations in a democracy is that everybody participates ill the
process of governance. In effect, all citizens are equally stakeholders in the business
of governance. Popular participation implies being active in the political prooess,
whether at the leadership or followership level.

Rule of Law: This means supremacy as well as universal applicability of the law. In

democracy. the dictates of the regular law must prevail in all circumstances in such a

manner that forecloses impunity, arbitrariness and abuse. The law should not be a

respecter of individuals no matter one's status or dignity. The 'sacred cow syndrome'

and ·double standards' in the application of the law is shunned. In effect, no one is

above the law and no one should be seen to be so Adamu (20 17}.

Civil Liberty: Democracy guarantees basic freedoms and institutionalizes

mechanisms for actualizing them. It also puts in place procedures for seeking redress

in the event of any violation of these entitlements. ln fact, the place of civil rights in a

·

t and pivotal Some of these rights include: right to life, rightdemocracy 15 sacrosanc ·

d f ch freedom to the prcss,etc (Okoli and Gusau,2013;to property, free om o spee '

Renwick and Swinburn, 1980).

1.11 Organization of Chapters

.

1
5 an introduction for subsequent chapters. Following the

Chapter one ot the study ay

bl tatement and the objective of the study which
background of the study, the pro em s

7



provided basis for the significance of the study and the research pn>position were
stated. The limitations of this study were also highlighted.
In the literature review as contained in chapter two, W()J"Q of VIP'ious authors,
international and local journals were reviewed to elicit views on? and youth
participation in Nigeria.

Chapter three, research methodology, description of populatiol'I and-?
: (?,

procedure for data collection were discussed. Methods of questionnàiie:?
determination of sampling size and questionnaire distribution were also highlighted.
Chapter four was based on analysis of data collected. This chapter was sub-divided
into data analysis. hypothesis testing and summary. Percentage table, figure and

narration were carefully employed for proper understanding and testing of hypothesis.

Finally, chapter five was divided into summary of findings, recommendation and

conclusion.

8



CHAPTERTWO

LITERATUREREVIEWAND THEORITICALFRAMEWORK

2.1 INTRODUCTION
This chapter gives an ins·1?ht ·1nto var·1ous d' d d b d"b stu 1es con ucte y outstan 1ng

researchers as well as x I

·

d
.

. .' e. P ame termmolog1es with regards to democracy and yo11th
participation in Zamfara and Gusau local government in particular.
The chapter also gives a resume of the history and present status of the problem

delineated by a concise review of previous studies into closely related problems.

2.2 CONCEPTUALREVIEW

2.2.1 Democracy as a Concept

The term democracy is derived from two Greek words: demos which means people

and kratos which means rule. Literarily, democracy means 'rule by the people'

Appadorai (20 I 7) described democracy as a system of government under which the

people exercise the governing power either directly or through representatives

periodically elected by them. In lhe ancient states, direct democracy was possible

because all adult members of the community could easily take part in decision

k. p I 1·00 growth and expansion in political boundaries have made directma mg. opu a 1
·

. ti·cable in the modern political system.democracy 1mprac

h Presentativc democracy has replaced direct democracy inThis is the reason w Y re

Id especially Nigeria and Zamfara in particular.
different parts of the wor '

. is an indirect democracy where sovereignty is held by the
Representative democracy

, L queur cited in Idowu (2018)pointed out that
people's representatives.

Walter an



although the conditions of modem state make direct participation of all the people in

government of the state impossible, the concept of democmcy still emphasis the rule
of the people. That is, the sovereign power is indirectly exercised by the people
through ª system of representation.

Consequently, youth participation, particularly in the electoral process, is a

fundamental requirement of representative democracy. This is the reASQn why
A ppadorai (2017) argued that where, on account of an atmosphere of fear lllld
coercion, people do not feel free to discuss or vote, democracy cannot be said to exist,
even though the other political rights are enjoyed by the people. Sovereignty (2015)
identified some of there quiets of democratic rule as: at least two party system to give
room for freedom of choice; periodic election that is based on universal adult

suffrage; just as practice in zamfara and Gusau local government in particular, free

and fair election to allow the political party that has the support of the majority to

control the machinery of government and civil liberties such as freedom of

association, religion, speech and freedom from arbitrary arrest.

Representative democracy rests on the assumptions that the citizens possess and

demonstrate some civic capacities. These civic capacities involve three qualities:
·

11· self control and conscience The citizens must be able to understand themte 1gence, -
·

interest of the community, to subordinate his own will to the general will and must

•b·1·ty to the community and be prepared to serve it byfeel his respons1 1 1

.

7) 1 the contrarv, indolence, in difference and political apathyvoting(Appadora1, 20 l · n '

h t and sustenance of representative democracy inhave hindered the entrene men

•

I Falade and Orungbemi (20 l 8)argued that true
Nigeria and Gusa u in parti cu ar.

.

li tice in Nigeria and including Zamfara, The
.

·

not idea Y pracdemocratic governance is

..
d by intolerance. intimidation, thuggery,. •

is charactenze ·

political culture in Nigena

10



assassination, bitterness, apathy, indolence, money and ethnic politics. As a result of
this, the ingredient f d •

s O emocracy have not been able to thnve after many years of
political independence in Nigeria.

2.2.2 y outb participation in Zamfara
Youth participation is the involvement of the citizens in the politital s;ys1eln• .6âkin.
cited in Adelekan(2016) described youth participation as the process through wlfü1.b
the individual plays a role in the political life of his society and has the opportunity to
take part in deciding what common goals of the society are and the best way of

achieving these goals. According to Akamare (2015) youth participation is an aspect
of political behaviour and it focuses on the way in which individuals take part in

politics. It is a voluntary activity and one may participate directly or indirectly. The

various ways by which the people can be involved in the political system include

selection or election of political leaders, formulation of policies, community activities

and other civic engagements.

According to Awolowo and Aluko (2017), the essence of youth participation in any

society, either civilized or primitive, is to seek control of power, acquisition of power

and to influence decision making.

· · · ·

a means of contributing one's quota to the political system andYouth part1c1patmn is

overall development of the nation. Youth participation is one of the fundamental

requirements of democratic governance.

. . delekan (2016) emphasized that ideally, democracy means
This 1s the reason why A

h d
·

·ons that involves one's life. In a democratic
individual participation in t e ec1s1

h ·¡· nry to be fully involved in the democratic
ity for t e cl 1ze

system, there is the necess
. . .

d tn ctive communication of the pubhc pohctes
d f the choice of rulers an e e

proce ures o

11



and attitudes. Any claim to democratic regime or state must essentially embrace a
high degree of com ff .pe I ive choice, openness, and enjoyment of ci'vic and politicalliberties and youth -

.
.

Participation that involves all groups of the society (Arowolo and
Aluko,2017).

The extent to which p 1

..eop e part1c1pate in the political system differ frQm person to
person. Falade(2018) identified six types of political participants. Thàse an>: The
inactive: These are the people that take no part in any political activity Votiqg

·

speciali5ts: These are the people that get eagerly engaged only in voting. Beside$
voting, they are not concerned about other political activities. Parochial participants:.
These people participate in politics occasionally. They vote or get involved in any
other political activity only when it affects their personal interest. The communalist:

These are those who get engaged in voting regularly, they also get involved in

community affairs but they are not involved in political campaign activities The

campaigners: They arc actively involved in political campai¡,>n but inactive in other

community affairs. Complete activists: They are highly involved in all political

activities. They actively participate in voting, political campaign, community

activities and make contact with public otlicials.

Some of the factors that determine youth participation are: cultural, economic,

- ·

d ducational backgrounds of individuals. Also, the level ofpolitical, religious san e

II as the measure of confidence in the political processpolitical awareness as we

h" h the citizens participate in the political system. Indetermines the extent to w ,c

by money, ethnic and religious factors. Since
Nigeria, politics is influenced

. .

d thnic politics characterize electioneering process.

1960 religious an e

independence 1n •

_

Alb rt Legogie, fonner deputy Senate President,
.

N"
. This is the reason why e

m 1gena.
_

d of the election that there was a big gulf, a
. clear from the tren

pointed out that it was

12



dichotomy between the north and the sol.Ith and ·betwelm. Christians
.

and MU$1ñns
(Adeyemo, 2017). For instance, during the post-presidential.? ..violenee in theMuslim dominated northern Part of Nigeria, southerners 11nd Cl:uistians wen, llltlok?and killed while m hany c urches were burnt. Falade, (20:17)? :Qmt,p:illlics ÚI
Nigeria is regarded as a dirty game and it is practiced with bitten¡•?.?
and other associated evils. The outcome of this is that Nigeria is in:?Olllíi"-f.!political crises and instability.

,.:
·

<'t'!':
Deceit and unfulfil1ed promises by political leaders discouraged a numbe,:,;?\fi·JfNigerians from participating in election and other political activities. Falade (2018)

•(.'.\Iargued that politicians make series of promises during election campaign. Most of
these promises are not fulfilled after they had been voted in to power. As a result of

this, some voters loose interest in election. One of the respondents interviewed during
the2011 election expressed that "] have come to the sun to suffer even though I am

not benefiting anything from the government don't even have confidence in them

because they have been failing us generally" (Adelakun,2017).

There is low level of youth participation among the Nigerian citizens. Many Nigerians

are in different in political matters. The !NEC noted that Nigerians' participation

I I t·on in 2011 was low including Zamfara in particular. Onlyduring the genera e ec 1

• • ·

1 d voters took part in the election while in Gusau only35% of the 70 million reg1s ere

. •

d Th Fried rich Elbert Stiffing Foundation conducted a25% of youth part1c1pate •
e

.

d
·

d tified lack of transparent elections, electionresearch on the2011 election an I en

·tt I to their campaign promises as major reasons
violence and politicians' non comm, a

t
. (Odebode, 2015).

for voters' apathy in the coun I)

th twin problems of ignorance and
. Ni eria is based on e

The political apathy m g
. . . . .

.
. Th nsequence of this 1s the m ability of

e oli11c1ans. e co

deliberate deception by som p

13
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the masses to have a link between their state of undcrdevelopmenl: 1111d their non
participation in the

I t
1

e ec ora Process (Fabiyi, 2018). In tile li!!ht !lflliià Falade (2017)concluded that the Ni · ..gerian poh11ca1 culture has not given room for the cm?and sustenance of tr due
emocracy. Awolowo and Aluko(2017) ? 1hai the lowlevel of youth participation of the Nigerian women is becot!iing alammlg and

disturbing.

2.3 DYNAMICS IN YOUTH PARTICIPATION ,1)'-ft·>,?·,,,,The present situation in Nigeria has not shown any distinct departure from the peffi¡d-?:•.
of the First, Second and aborted Third Republic of 1993. There was a stable political
condition and security of lives and properties before January and July 1966 that
marked the incursion of military in to Nigeria politics, Before the Nigeria independent
of 1960. the politicai arrangement favoured competitive politics both at the Federal

and Regional level.

As a result of youth participation that favoured competitive politics based on party

platform and superiority might especially at the side of Federal Alliance that granted

unequivocal support to marginalize other political leaders from various ethnic

t ·b t d to ··break - away faction of most of the major political partiescleavages con n u e

Repub[·1c. The situation continued until the constitution of theof the first Nigeria
. ·

h I d Republican System of government to presidentalismsecond Republic wh1c rep ace

·

f ¡ supremacy. This system breaded new faction ofwith such principle of const1tu wna

t surrender and give solidarity. The innovations
d fi h

.

to whom the electora e
go at ensm

Party formation provide incentives for partywhich encouraged cross cutting

.

h
.

party and political offices.
formation on national character m s anng

. .

.

h borted Third Repubhc) which seems to
. arty system (mt e a

The introduction of two P
.

•

d
.. ation had subverted to mter - an

. ·,v in youth part1c1p
have closed the ethnic solidan.,

14



intra- party solvocation Th. h .· is Ypothestzed indices, might probably 11emunt for theunexpected ethnic big 1
.- ent parties, Social Democratie Party (SDP)luJd NationalRepublic Convention (NRC) respectively in the un-celebrated Thitd Republic. Theoutlook of the present rru mg party that symbolized NPN (2017) had for Imig- time

succeeded in its magnanimo .

.us mcorporatton of all diverse êthnie and. tegil!l'llli
conSlituencies that make - up Nigeria entity. In 1999, the two pollt¡éal •?,llJ:•

-•.

:'''•·_ •. ·'·;11(.i:.Alhance for Demacra AD ·

•
· ··•,.,?,? ··cy and All Progressive party lead by Chief·&.,.., ••• ,,.,:?•

·_,, ;.,,.demonstrated across- cutting clhnic voting pattern because of national sympathyfii¡f: ·,':\;·'June 12 election that presumed to have favoured his geo-political zone, Chief
Obasanjo who won the election got minimum support of the votes majority from the
North in 27 out of 36 States of the Federation. In his second tenm, the ruling Party
P.D.P had increased on its electoral minimum of25% by 5 additional States therefore

making it a total of 32 out of 36Statcs in Nigeria. The derivatives advantage of this

outcome of the election result in I 999 as it was demonstrated earlier by the election of

June 12 1993 is that. the age-long desire of Nigeria to have a leader that reflect their

ethnic or sectional Kinship had changed and also it make the intension of the Nigeria
· ·

I ( b th the leaders and the followers) to have a leader who is expectedpoltt1ca actors o

. .
·

lt d enough to pursue national interest rather than caringby his action to be commi e

about his ethnic origin.

elections, the 2007 Yar'dua/Jonathan connection andIn the Nigeria subsequent

,

s expected to build-up on the existing foundation by201 )(Jonathan/Sambo) that wa
..

.

·¡; ted in dimensional ethmc1ty electoralcovert) still mam es
any factor( overt or

.

s a political phenomenon, its role and
.

ciple of zonrng ª
colouration. The pnn

• ·

¡d during the Nigeria June 12 pollllca
h lly pronounce. . it was over w e

s1gmficance as

. _
, ,ithout hurting such chances of

. ele of political party v,

crisis reminds in the prnna
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winning public election The z .
·

onmg arrangement as infonmiI ineans of ethnicaccommodation in Nigeri .an politics since 1979 is otherwbe known as power sharingwhich remained innovative in h ..t e PühticaI arrangement of that p11tiod in question. Thearrangement therefore, seeks to distribute balance of opportunity and rotaloll keygovernmental ªnd party offices among the nations, diverse ethnie?relq!lou.'Ud,.-,political constituencies.
., ;l•.'-\,r,;

of this opportunity at the level of elite Clâ$s,-,??,,-;.
:-,;;-alleged that arrangement was fraudulently designed as it favoured one major ellüÍlê;

group against others.

Because of mismanagement

2.4 YOUTH PARTICIPATION AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
In most cases the attitude of Nigeria leaders, in youth participation demonstrated

different kinds of electoral reservations. Youth participation had become a function of

social economic status derivation especially in Nigeria that replicated the position of

the people's daily prayer which says
.. our Lord/Father gives us our daily breads ...

"

since youth participation is interpreted to mean what "one will eat and where one will

sleep". Youth participation becomes a statistical analysis of political leaders as they

II Ources on both the advantages and disadvantages to "who get what,a ocate scarce res

,

h
r 'tizen had reoarded participation in politics (or elections)when and how . T cre,ore, c1 º

d
·

al development which ought not to be so. Analystsonly as a fortune to human an soc,

variables that arc connected with allocation of scarce
therefore, considered sorne

h factors stand in between leadership and.

h ong many ot er
resources, wh1c am

.
.

bles at the level of policy implementationdeveloped on varia
followership that was

. t· ding· and that has exposed the level of
erat10n unders an ,

which is congruent to coop '

.

_
.

I
entation failure remams one of the

b the followers. Policy imp em

compliance Y

as obstacle to development had
h. ch serves

·

policies w 1

hallmarks of publtcs
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strangulated youth parr .
.

ic1pation at vario
I

r .

us eve! of government, in situation by whichpo icy implementation is .

present, it could .

G
. . .

give usau youths more participation. Themab1hty of most of cur
1

.•
po Illcal leaders( rpo icy makers) to effectively formulate clear

policy out comes, in adequate governance mechanisms and the failure of
implementing agents to

adequately capt th , .ure e essence of such implementation
because of limited capacity or

1

.aut mnt:y vested them contributes to the failure of many
designed policies for develo m, .

P ental pro_1ects. In addition, it is not enough to develop
goals and objectives for the d , .· a ,ancemcnt oi society, rather it is the translation of these

goals into concrete programmes and projects that could enhance citizens welfare
which hitherto increases citizens levels of youth participation.

Associate intricacies towards the actualization and sustainable of meaningful

development in Nigeria include unemployment, corruption, favouritism nepotism,

prebendalism. impunity and bureaucratic bottle neck. Among these important factors

that are essential towards public policy implementations is cooperation; Its impact on

the actualization of meaningful development is unquantifiable. Cooperation as one

political analyst described it is the interactions among actors aiming at solving public

problems by working together rather than by working separately. To facilitate this,

variables like resources interdependence, goal congruence and mutual trust should be

.
.

· , f this cooperation, development is attainable. It's follows
present. It 1s by the virtue o

d
• f physical and administrative development in Nigeria

therefore, that the retar at1on o

above mentioned social vices which includes lack of
arises as a result of the

.

d inter-governmental relation which led to
h I

el of 111tra an

cooperation at t e ev
· · tion This lack of cooperation probably

I /. youth part1c1pa ·

reduction at the leve 0

.
.

.

valving both the States and Federal
d·rc t political parties m

because of I ,eren
. .

. level of political rivalry and national cnses

With the persistence high
government,
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r
I

hence,
SOciaJ-economics and in? ;I¡;? «1; (tit IIIÜ1$ (stall'!$ and local

govemment) of federation reminds ? "Fed!nl iff?t- • I.abara
Makuthe J>ast Nigeria Minister of infurmatioo (1índer Pmidortt GO<ldluek
Jonathan)defined it when he paid • • n..--

..........

·

·.·

· ,.,..,.
.... ·.".

· it·courtesy VISlt fili.,..- Q- a )'111!,hw?,.-..... . Ill a
central of policy making and the subordinate units (loeal and ?,!1Qt.Jt'llll-1of
policy imple ·

· •.

; ,

. mentat1on for meaningful development However, prilD' fá·
Ihere was high level of hostile relationship that arises as a result of party·
ho\\ \\ould the State move fomard in can)'ing out most of their

develop:111?;;\_¡projects? And how \\ould the Stare execure lhe Federal government projects {plllitrs
·

:,?and acrions)? With !his unfolding hosrile relationship and apparently federal
go, emment inconsisrem with the releasing of monthly legitimate State allocation,
effecrive ph? si cal developmem is banned ro progress. With the recent political
a\\areness also. such rival? is bound to boomerang. Good democracy is all about

freedom and political equality. However. going by the definition of democracy, if the

public office holders (Governor. la\\makers. local Governments chainnan and

councilors) come together irrespective of their party differences for the interest of the

common citizens. it ,viii contribute to the economic well- being of the state and also

bring sustainable development for the people of Zamfara state.

· ·

rtain to opine that rnuth of state fonn the backbone of itsFrom the above it is ce •

d
,

es y ou th participation in political affairs the state arepolitical system an process ·

•

d
·

th -onsrirntion of the state. The law specified who isrules and conduct enshnne m e e

S.
. th invasion and introduction of the democracy ineligible to participate on not. mee e

have been a struggled to achieve.d dividend of dtmocracyNigeria, the element an
. _ .

• •
,

1

_ traditions and doctrines are m1htatmg thethe reho1011s 'a ue,.This is simply because "
. .

l. onal definition of youth 1s revolvingv The CL'll\ en ,

effective working of democrac_ .
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..... 13 to 30 yeai-s old of age. Political
PRrticlpation involven¡eqt Qflille,?.,.melude selection or election of political leaders, funnulatioq ofpoI?,?11Çtivities and civil

management.

In Zam fara state it will befall acious to state that the youij¡
ha:vonot--tm1dQ\ii(tlm;.in politics. But the question is what kind of political partjeipatmnf._/;.,,

·

-,;?.-"'

Zam fara state had majorly been promoters of campaign programmes.If.programme and also
performing the function of voting candidates into o'

a real sense, the opportunity to contest for leadership position in the state wilséfi\!r
[.,

' ,,,,,h
·

Zamfara state ':.

there. Thus, it will not be an over statement to state that the yout m

\·

r ·

terms of

and Gusau local government in particular. have only but a thm me m

.

t to course political
participation in politics. The youth are also more used as mstrumen

.

I"
·

I osition For instance, m

•

I ·n Zamfara state order than contesting for po it1ca p .

vm ence 1

.

d burnt down by some angry
2015 the PDP office along Zaria road/hmtua roa was

. .

¡ s ire of this, the youth
b I. d to be from oppos1t1on party. n P

th whom were e ,eve

f

you s

h movers of democratization. Some o
f Zamfara state have been t ewith the context o

.

fi and to conduct voting ind during elections as returning of ,cersthese youths are use

h
.

Zamfara state are much2019 the you! m
. .

reparing for the
,the state. As N,gena P

amme or the other to as
.

d are engaging in one party progrmore political conscious an

to facilitate the election.

ON AND GOOD GOVERNANCE:H PARTICIPATI2.5 DEMOCRACY, YOVT

THE INTERFACE
It is not an end in itselfd governance.onnote goo

.

does not e

. form of liberalism
Democracy, on its own,

d consolidated democracy in

d Deep-rooted an

.

cracy' indeed has been
.but a means to an en .

II 'maximahst demo

.

.

e (2016) ca

them maximahst
and Maguir

According to ,

or what Cheema
d governance.engender goo

foµnd to be able to
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·?--.on.,,,,...,..,.._..,...,_?.- ... ""'""" - of .. _...__;•the lffl!Ximalist approach of
democracy, submits thatallows for fundamental human rights, broadening-guaranteeing credible and periodic election.

For democracy to evolve good governance, Linz and Stepan (2016)<
··.\'

related conditions that must exist which include: the rule of law to
8Ulll½l!RÍ?J

..

freedoms and independent associational lifo, functional state bureaucracy ..
uf?Y.. 1

.

blº d free and lively ô?i.
bo ,..a by <ho donocc,k go,ommoo, """"' P<> "goo •

· •

·•;,
• •

1

•

ty and an institutionalized
,

·
I

.

ty a relatively autonomous and valued poht1ca soc1e

:{_..

-.

?
economic society.

.anee. Youth participation, which
uth articipation is sine qua non to good govern

.

Yo P

.

oooeilmtioo fo pobloo

. .
. .

lvement in the decision makmg process,
includes citizens mvo

Wider youth
.

needs to be encouraged,
•

and votmg.debate on national issues

th t process withI

•••
s that emanate from a

.

II endows po ic icparticipation natura y

I

.

of ownership to such
.

and can lay c aimfeel sense of belongmg

.

legitimacy, as people
.

bl when they receive popularI ·k· ly to be sustama e
•

e more I e

· ·

have

licies. Policies ar

ouths and minonties

po

ecially when women, yd Port most esp
·

through

derstanding an sup .

'ded with mechamsm

un

. . nd also be provital dec1s1ons a

ose of broad

input into governmen

d protested against. The purpontested an

.

,., rabie policies are e

.

to create sense ofbelongmg

which un.avou
.

rangement is•

making ar

·

fi I

. .

in the policy

'f't is a short-term pam u

inclusion of c1t1zens

.
. ble of policy even , I

ry for the sustama

rt' ipation model is potent
and awareness necessa

d This public pa ic
term rewar .

. vide long-
d ovemance.

,:policy that will pro

and engender goo g·•r.
.

date democracy:t?ugh to consoh
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1!1_?1_?'''•vr··

?l¡r.• _,_,,
,Cs"'"'

_..,.. When it ·

I
. "''';

.
is not diseri .

,ºliiJ1fíwi"- lllinato,y aru¡

=?1_cr
·

,·
''""'l:i to the estat,r ?"°---•-·-·

_
..

,
.

1shet1 nonn
-

.

•·.··•

.

__

.

.

fr fíàve..nots
.

s; laWs sltould t,e •
, • ,

, ,. . m the
society. Citizens re

. .
-

.

.
. •··

.

Id be
·

gttrtfless
0hot,llãh'III_·_

·

fM:I_.. •.·given unrestra •

·
.

,
.

Ined access to• .

_

,

.-,,_'
, .

Id be independent and .

Justice and
tlu!i.jlllllf¡-1tfüi/111 I

, }'
neutral tn the inte .

• .

.

•

I

-?dly therefore, good go

rpretation oflàw·n

•

vemance is achievable . ·. ';\_.,

.. the rule of law. Good
m the

atmos¡:rfülJrJ 1

governance should also foe

.

.\? I

....
.

us mostly on ? _

¡m,cesses morder to engender d· ,¡
""L¡

eve opment. It should be
' .

4er
·

.

measured on gov.,¡iiill
. wery mputs. That is. good govemance

.

·•

.::)
,s not about budget provisions· it is lllimO

ílmlal accomplishment and its "OOd intenf

•

\
" ions. Good governance is not only critical.

'fl)ldevelopment but should also have th
.

,:-

e capacity to use resources effectively to create

,.ith and, in addition. induce economic gro,vth~ and engender sustainable

?opment.

f,:Jllally, democracy, youth participation and good governance promote development.

·?1 and consolidated democracy puts considerable constraints on the individuals

f!!'<behave within the confines of the law and also allow the electorate to determine

'? ,occupies what position. The institutions of good governance must be funded,

;.-ed, trained, equipped and be made independent in a manner that will investigate,

.·It.ti/.·.,.

d
·

h t nduct and thus vigorously discourage it in the future.

<ff
.,

:. , an pums corrup co ,

i1 t. h d throu"h enhancing the quality of democracy,
-· · governance can be en anee b

I' tion of power and resources, protection of
·

g the devolution and decentra ,sa

. ding up of justice and strengthening

I
Of corruption, spec

._,
rights, remova

t . ble and sustainable reforms.

)_;¡} commission through via

22



--1 Kescon (20J S)
.

.in their stud·\._ .
.

tes on lead h"
.

·

..

;$fgories of leadersh.
ers tp styles have identiW-.. '

•.. Ip style as th
.

. .. .._,,"
,·. •

us, the Autocra •

. . . . :

:

,tive style and
Laissee-faire S

tic Method, flllm?,:°'Utyle. The United Stat ,
,

.. ·. -· .•

,- ..

geably named it as A h
.

e Arm.y ?d'•?:i?·-.
_

_

ut oritarian or A .

' · -
· · · ·

. ? -

F
utocrat,c, ParticipatiW,.o,, '

.
__

. .

tive or ree Reign A t
.

. ....
.

. ,
.

,
. u ocrat1c Method

.
.

.
-

:
. / •

IS straight - forward m111 .• ·r.?1ve and orders to follow. In the .

?
'.i'

·-

preferential usage of the Autocratic 1-t'
kt,l¡der may or may not consult others.

.

·::1?-

'tli? makes it to be effectiic cspciall _

h
.

.

'\
· · e

) 11 en quick decision is needed since the leader,

lw,1hepowertogivcorderatiiill I h" .•. ,· n 1 15 sense. some people tend to perceive of this

jyJe as a vehicle for ycllino u ·in d
·

-
- ,,. s g emeanmg language, and leading by threats and

çsing their legitimate power. Otherwise. this ii not the authoritarian style usage but

"bossing people around" Doclark (2016 ).Such usage of power has no place in a

lpr's repertoire. In another perspectives. democratic or participative style ofleader

ei¡.oourages a free flow of opinion while it is obvious that leader has the final decision,

éfther followers make their suggestions or views known for possible consideration.

lb:e leader has the skill to moderate and direct others. A situation when followers are

.
.

b d the crises point and determine what needs to be

·,a!líte .. to analyze the s1tuat1on eyon

.

d •th certain level of delegated authority in

•-ffillíe and how to do it. This is one wi

representative
democracy.

:ocratic setting also known as
.

(2016) they argued that the maJor
. f the trio Fafowora •

Ing from the perception
°

e
. centered principally on both the

.

·a society arc ,acing

m that inhabitants ofNigcn

.

d fi llowership;fleadershtp an °
. .

1
onomic and social instability

Poht1ca,
ec

d to enormous
¡;¡jingly this had resulte

mption here is that whether
. •.

,
.

led The ass u

.

n also preva1
.

bribery and corrupt10
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11J1111-US problems
;; resulted fr

'····
om the

lflll!f 1o this is in the .

problem of leade h'

!.J
society is tha•

rs ip or fullowersbip .

., one perso
j111tly, can there be a I

n leads, while th

_:'

eader without r.

o ers follow, ud
ollowers

-

other shave prompted re

and vice versa. These problems
searchers of th' .

I d. .

1s view de
1scuss10ns sem·

1

monstrated on ,......,
' ma and pa

--v

., ,. ,
-

.

per presentation b

if!idi\tergent opinion on lead .

s Y those that sban:d .:-u-.
•-. · ersh1 -

· --

.

p and followershi T

?ing the problem as co .

p. here are three majot-lf.<,

nccptual1zed by the trio (2016) that our .

.

-
{?

tllfOlved round the poor and or bad 1

..
.

.

maJor
P?ie4'.t

-· .
.

cadcrsh,p: that our problem has been that ofp<JQI'. \
.. d or bad followership and that

'·'1

our problen1 has not been either of those two but a

llffl!bination of both.

S,tomming further on their anal\ sis. scholars d
,

_
.. .

· an experts on pol1t1cal behavior have

devoted much time to seeking insights into different theories of leadership style in

tel!ltion to human behavior and their indi,idual social cultural background. Arriving

âl this point. analysts suggested that. the bdicfs of political leaders shaped their

behavior and their relation with other people. their decision on what is good and what

is bad and to achieve such unequivocal desire. leaders knows how to manipulate other

Jllllitical system, therefore. subjected many institutions of government to their

.1_,-

•..

·_

•

b ¡· f f olitical leaders are not only product but essential

\ll.Ctates. By so domg, the e ,e s o P

Th beliefs that pointed to the nature of reality,

,,êQmponent of all political syStem.
ese ·

.

d historical dimension as in relation to

'_¡?entially which including the meamng an
.

;:
_

. , leaders distributed power, authonty,

le
_

·

1 expiam the "ªY
ividual persons in the sacie Y·

·

.

·, .
. . had been attnbuted amount those

: , . .

. . Personal interest
,·

= i wealth in pohllcal
lite.

- of Nigerian leaders (their
h

chosen
that influence

t e

factors
1.

and in the contemporary
. h era of mi ,tary

rampant
,n t e

24



dlninimator who
step-aside was reported in one ofth N· .

,

nthl

,:·

e
Ige11a s mo y¡',a,,,<..,.""""'''""' hi, ro.,,.,

mm...,"°""'"°"""'"..,..,.,..
?,-'
·'

,......,., " h, put • "H, "'"" my '''"si• mil....,) ,o,-....,_ Tho

I·

t;was conducted
( with free from fair) and such

ex-military boss became theÍ? "?,lie, PrediO<d. S?h ,_,, of
'"P<rim.,,ffi<m.,..., ,_1,¿.

political history assumed. was among the reasons which led us to the 3f
p1m

..

,:· .•
·1 ar This is an indication that many occurring political events m Nigeria

.ÍI CIVI W ·

..

1 eserved presupposition.¡¡¡:;vera r
.

.

d ·1
, d identify factors

''...... l"t ature review most of the schDlars fali tlla m1 an

,

·th above I er
IH e

.
.

. Thus, below

..

. . . .

,litics m Zamlara state,

.?.·.

1 k of vouth part1c1pau,,n m p, ·
1}1f4ible for ac

·

gap revolved around:

.

I

.

·d that youth participationehensivc research to be exp ame

.

. Providing a com pr

·n particular is very thm.

•

,
.

u local ?overnment I

• • 7 111 fara state. Gusa -

.

h those

in politics m -ª

.
.

b
. demonstratmg ow.

d expose the !actors )h will examine an .

emoney, elite and

The researc
. .

. These factors ar
h participation Ill pol1t1cs.factors affect yout

religion and so on.
f youths thator data o. .

the percentage
.

.

d to ident1h

I government m
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Gusau loca
The research t

.
.

n Zam fara and
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. .
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. of the se O

•
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.

fi ,ct by many
h issues m
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tcrials on sue
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.

·
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of lack oi I •
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. eant to··,·work 1s m
·.

overnment.-,,Gusau local g
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2.7 THEORETICAL F?WORI(
The need to theorize about the nature of control and the role of leadership indemocracy and good govern •anee occasions the study of elites by Vilfteclo Pare!(J• ll!l!IGaetano Mosca (Dowse and Hughes, 2016). The elite theory ia II ?lexplanation of the role of the

leadership in governance as it affecta pul!ilié;,,?including all socio-economic and political matters. If the formal struet\Íl'l\.'Í;i l;!f'
government are central to explaining ·who gets what, when and how', then the stucly
and relevance of elite in policy process is equally important. Elites dominate the
fonmal institutions of government and are a detennining factor in governance and
decision making processes. Elites are the decision makers in the society whose power
is not subject to control by any other body in the society.

There are varying perceptions on the role of elites in democracy. While some believe

that elites are bulwarks of democracy protecting it from the dangers of totalitarianism,

element of democratic consolidation and politicalthe sole source of value and

. .

h ciety without which it may fallstability and constituting integratmg force m t e so

.

. h'ef threat to the survival of democracy (Dowseart· others believe that elites are e Ip,
.

h 'ty d
.

1 access to kev positions m t e saete an2016) They have excepttona "and Hughes, ·

.

b dI•
.

disproportionate to their num er anucial po 1c1eswield control over er

.

appear to

r .

g contradiction to the not10n of
understandably be a ivm

.

they, to this extent, can
.

assertive that credit of democratic
.

b ·s it 1s.

hilosoph1cal as1 ,

.
democracy. On this p

¡·
, Also blame of democratic. to the e 1te. '

anee should be given
stability and good govern

. since it is central to governance
b on the elite,ill also e

·failure and bad governance
w ,

d nalvse governance and democratic
. to study an a .

. It is scien!lfÍC
.

d n a number of,?bility or otherwise.
, Elite theory is premise o.

using elite theory. .

.pess in any country

:?!\;
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l . The society consists f0 two cate ·

gones: the selected l'çw, who are eaflllhle and,therefore, have the .ghn t to suprem
Ie
eadership; and the vast mas• of peoplewho are desired to be

1rued;
2. That the majority f h0 uman beings are apathetic, indolent d slavishlyuninformed about what goes on in the d

. . .
·-. - -

-

a mm1strat1ve system and P"'lffl?"1ft.Jincapable of self-govern .
_ment. That is, the elite decides on the structuie¡ •• ',:'"sr\: I

,.:1

I h ,··. ,'kJ-- ,-11,:,personne
,

t e process of p bl' . .

. .
, >•-.:?1.i;a

'

u ic policies of the admm1strat1ve system; -·
·

·,._.-·?\'r,:Í-3. Hence, the structure sul, t· •
d

·

·•':-.'.i-, s anee an output of the administrative system may
' " '

be viewed as the prcler• ".
dcnccs an values of the governing elite (Dowse and

Hughes, 2016).

The elite theory postulates that public policy reflects the values and preferences of the

elite rather than demands of the masses. The elite consist of those few individuals

who wield powers and hold leading positions in the strategic aspects of society. The

majority, the masses. only obey and arc guided. controlled and governed by the few.

Many of the elites do not hold formal or legal authoritative powers but are rather

behind the scene, tele-guiding and manipulating overt political and policy actions

·

¡ b
·

of presumptions that the masses arc contented and
(Ikelegbe, 1994). It 1s on tie asis

.

h thoritative position of the elite that informs elites'
are incapable of challenging 1 e au

reflection of policy and its processes.

f policy flow and whose interests
t. to the source o

The elite theory directs atten ton

rstic explanation of the source of
. . . h theory attempts a rea i

pubbc pohc1es serve. T e

h asses It also explains the nature
.

.
.

·t in the elite rather than t em .

llQbcy by predicating 1

.
.

lar Various policies in the
-

d
. Gusau m parttcu .

. .
. Zam fara an tn

..
!!li(! source of pohc1es ,n

. . the Zam fara elite- the poht1cal,
,_.

ana11ng from
icc

. . b viewed as em
.,,,-;?l/il,t¡c service can also e

.

10 democratic tenets that
J!Jl\i""

Th. is contradictory,??
. . omic leaders.

,s .

? ·'". istrative and econ
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lend credence to
participation, openness,

accountability and freedom in all spheres ofsocietal life.

Elites are capable of setting the tone of society by coming out with polieics of Uiclrchoice. The level of ,tability and progress achieved in any society is a timGdo!,.,l!Htes"initiatives. The civil unrest
experienced in Africa and the advancement of?

,.

- . .

cannot be divorced from the inclusion and activities of elites in these areas. Tho fiJít '/· '.:?f-1.>· ,

:1.:-:•·,
that Nigeria is oscillating between democratic stagnancy and governance
backwardness is reflexive of elites· pursuit of personal aggrandizement and promotion
of geocentricism rather than altruistic policies. that are nationalistic and 'people
centric' in nature. People centric policies are policies that are people-centred, whose

. .

d e ve the interest of the
objective primarily is designed to engage the c1t1zenry an s r

people and the community.
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3.1 INTRonucnoN

CIJA.pTER 1'HREE

RESEARcu METH:oDoLOGY

This chapte r covers the d
.

escnption and .

procedures used .

discussion on the v .

m the stud
anous ?- IU(d

Y to collect

·

appropriate.
ªnd analyze the data as it ia ?

3.2 RESEARCH DESIGN

Research designs .an: often referred
t

• . .

0 as lhe structuri f · . .

1dent1fymg variabl
ng O mvest1gat1on aimed at

es and their relat1·on ·h·s 1ps to

questionnaire serves as .
.

.

one another. In this study,
usetul guide to the etfort f .

0 generating d ta f¡ h'

survey research de
.

ª or t 1s study. The

sign through the administration . . .

d

of quest1onna1reswas used for the

stu y.

For this study. the survev research d •., estgn was adopted. The choice of the design was

informed by the objectives of the stud) as outlined earlier. This research design

provides a quick efficient and accurate fmeans o assessing information about a

population of interest. It intends to study.

3.3 AREA OF THE STUDY

Gusau, town is located along Sokoto, Zaria road. It is 176 km from Zaria and 21 o km

from Sokoto. The town bordered kotorkoshi in Gusau as a Local Government Area is

located in Northwestern Nigeria. It is the capital of Zamfara State. The Local

Government has an area of 3,364 km' and a population of 383,162 as at the 2006

¢ensus and 52s,400 in 20 I 6 population projection.
Gusau, sits just north of a line

,i?_ .·w·n from
. K d the town is located on the main railway between

,wa Kebb1 to ano, an

11,_·__

:c.,
.

• •econdarv highway between Talata Mafara

?Namoda and Zaria, and 11 15 on ª ' ·

•. :?:.,...
. ,

. d clared in the city in J 999 by the then Governor

,-.\]füntua. Sharia practice was fir5l e

.!-
\
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11

Ahmed Sani (Y
arimanBakura) d

·
•

.an 1s still in force. Gusau, has an Emir whieb wasupgraded from district head Sa k ·

K.
-r m atsinan Gusau to Emir. Gusau, is \QC&ted on lheSokoto River in the savanna region of Nigeria. The river provides access to Wldôrsupplies during the dry season. Gusau serves as a major industrial centerofn?Nigeria. Industries in the city include textile

manufacturing, groundnut @d?processing, and cotton ginning. The city is active in mining the deposits ofgoldéd.diamonds in the surrounding countryside. Gusau is connected by roads and a railroad
to other cities in the region. The city is part of the Hausa-Fulani cultural region of
northern Nigeria. It has a substantial Muslim population and contains numerous
mosques and Muslim organizations. Archaeological evidence suggests that Gusau was

occupied by Old Stone Age (37.000-15.000years ago) peoples and many quartz tools

t·ound in lhe arca. Gusau previously served as a leper
from this period have been

colony. (wikipedia)

.

1 st and Dansadau in thed
.

the north. Bungudu m t 1e weThe east, Kaura Namo a m

std com)The town has two major rivers, river Sokoto to the weth ( gusau wor press.

.

h

sou · ·

• haracterized by h,geast. Diplomatically, the town JS eand river Gagare to the

h areThe two major seasons in t e town•

I during the rainy season.temperature especial Y

. entlv the headquarter of. Gusau ,s pres ,t season dam ma. -

dry season Bazara and we

of Gusau local government area(
li as the headquarterZamfara state as we

Goldsmith2012).
.

d f Usmanu Danfodio by
.

h d during the J1ha o

n was establ1s e

y ndoto in 1799. HeHistorically, Gusau tow
. t'ollowers from a

·

h his
kh miaratcd wit

f ger of river Sokoto 25 mMa!Iam Gambo w o "'

Gusau on then m

t called Yar ' .

. f Gusau over 500,000
.

.
·• . . new scttlemen

e opulat,on
ollSfabhshed a

d
. Gusau. Th p

. Hausa is the
,,. •

resent ay
000 population .• Yandoto, east of p

sus is over 600,•·t·»· .
.

. ?009 cen.i'•,i1-\;,
but in ~;:J,I?•:. -

1991 census,
30
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common language of the People. The three main indigenous tribes are KatsinaWII,
Zamfarawa and Gobirawa. But because of its cosmopolitan outlook pidgin, lgt,q.Yoruba, Tiv, fek and Kanuri are also spoken. Farming has

therefo? remaiQed titémost important occupation for the people of the area. In addition, there lire 01bêl' lllllldcraft industries that include tithing, spinning, weaving, yeing and tanning, I?and wood carving. These
occupations are mostly hereditary profession in w]üé;·milieus specialized( Goldsmith2012).

3_4 POPULATION OF THE STUDY

.

1 G emment area of

The population of stud, consists of all youths ot Gusau Loca ov

rding to the 2006
I.

t I h s a population of 3.278,873 acco
Zamfara state. Zam ara s a e a

d ntains fourteen local government areas.
census an co

AMPLE SIZE AND TECHNIQUE OF THE STUDY3.5 S

.

I 00 residents from the
. .

' technique was used in selecttngThe Convement sampling

.

gth of the researcherd to the financ,al strenPopulation. This is chosen ueentire

I d with time constraints.coup e

NTA COLLECTIO3 6 INSTRUMENT FOR DA ,

.

fi respondents. ln this study,

•

in gettrng data romor methods used

, .

he main research

These are the tools

d Questionnatre " tents use .. re research instrum

m the sample respondents.
Questionnaires a

, necessary data fro

.

for the study to gather

•ers to the research questions
instrument used

d provides ansv. ·

d tvpe an. .

s structure -The questionnaire '

A. A and B. Section
therein.

ections: Section
and hypotheses

.

·1ed into two s

tains research
.

'd d and l11ni

h·te Section B con
.. •

t is d1v1 e

d nts w 1

\lffi:is instrumen

f the res pon e

.

s in chapter one.

• ·

I data o

. nd hypothes1

·\• ••··:
.

he persona
uestwn a

Mdlfdeals with t

search q.,_,1?
.

¡· e with the re
·

1LJ\-·
d in m.;¡'T'

.,
.

, ent postulate? ,,·;
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i'

n,;,,.;ons or alternatives are pro ·

d d

..,,,.,
Vi e for each respondent to pick or tick? Mtheoptions.

3.7 RELIABILITY AND V ALIDJTy OF INSTRUMENTReliability means the
accuracy of precision of a

measuring instrument while \liilldi!ymeans the extent to which the research instrument measures what it is su?:?.measure. ln order to determine the reliability and validity of the study, the te!lt•1-?;??method was used. To have a valid instrument, the questions in the questionnaire Will
be free from ambiguity (i.e the questions will not be too complex). To have reliable
instrument, the questionnaire will he ti.)llowed with interview of sample of

respondents to know whether their view on the subject.

3_8 TECHNIQUES OF DAT A ANALYSIS

.
· ·

re the collected
.

th d the data through the administrat10n of quest1onna1 '

Havmg ga ere
?

.

th research question and·11 be coded tabulated, and analyzed according to edata w1 ·

hypothesis.

h data collected effectively and efficiently for easy managementIn order to analyze t e

lytical tools used for this.

le percentage method was the anaand accuracy, the s1mp

00) will be represented by 100%. of one hundred ( 1. d a sample sizeresearch project an

• fthe responses.
.

h search work.
for easy analysis o

will be used m t e re
.

I tical method
.

Al Correlation statistical ana y
.

,

. of hypothesis so as to predict
so,

.
. is used m testing

. statistical techrnquc .

b It is used in drawing and
Correlat10n as ª ,

. bles should e.
vana

. ·

. , ween two
.

m the questionnaire
What the relationship bd

observed values fro

..

.

b
, collecting the

nd carrying out a dec1s1onrt:\!\Ching conclusion }

d ,.,ree of freedom a
.

testing the e"
ondents,

.
âinistered to resp

h ,pothes1s.
.

I
e of the )

.

'fea! va u.it¡¡
...

,....? . .

g the en I?•u;;;nmnm
.J?k;
,,
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Where x =
independent factor

3.9 SCORING OF THE
RESEARCHlNSTRUMENT'""' th, re-h i,suum,m to b, ""'"'th, '""'"'=ires,• is- .... ,

I, .•
,

I

the like scale method. The questionnaire is designed in the following ways: •c"écls"',

y ?
dependent factor

i) Yes

ii) No

iii) Don't Know

I"

·¡

t
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CHAPTERFOUR

DATA PRESENTATIONAND ANALYSIS
4.1 Introduction

This chapter deals with the presentation and analysis of the result obtained from

questionnaires. The data gathered were presented according to the order in which

they were arranged in the research questions and simple percentage were usC>li to

analyze the dem0graphic information of the respondents while the chi square test

was adopted to test the research hypothesis.

4.2 Analysis Demographic Data of Respondents

Table 1: Gender of Respondents

7
Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent

Male 65 65.0% 65.0%Valid

35 35.0% 100.0%
Female

Total 100 100.0%

I J--

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

d d' trb tion of the respondents used for this study.
Table 1 above shows the gen er is , u

d nts 65respondents which represent
Out of the total number of I 00 respon e

'

35 Which represent 35.0 percent of the
1 f n are male.

65.0percent of the popu a 10

population are female.
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Table 2: Age range ofR espondents

Frequency Percent Cumulative Percent

Valid 20-30 years 15 15.0% 15.0"/4

31-40 years IO 10.0% 25.0%

41-50 years 25 25.0% 50.0%

5 1-60 years 20 20.0% 70.0%

above 60 years 30 30.0% 100.0%

Total 100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey. September, 2018.

Table 2 above shows the age grade of the respondents used for this study. Out of the

total number of 100 respondents, 15 respondents which represent 15.0 percent of the

population are between 20-30 years. 1 O respondents which represent 1 O.O percent of

the population are between 31-40 years. 25 respondents which represent 25.0 percent

of the population are between 41-50 years. 20 respondents which represent 20.0

percent of the population are between 51-60 years. 30 respondents which represent

30.0 percent of the population are above 60 years.

??
???1

t t

¡;

J
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Table 3: Educational B kgac round of Respondents

i Cumulative

Frequency Percent Percent

Valid FSLC 20 20.0% 20.0%

W ASSCE/GCE/NECO 25 25.0% 45.0%

ONDIHNO/BSC 35 35.0% 80.0%

MSC/PGD/PH D 15 15.0% 95.0%

OTHERS 5 5.0% 100.0%

Total 100 100.0%

.

I

Source: Field Survey. September, 20 I 8.

Table 3 above shows the educational background of the respondents used for this

study. Out of the total number of I 00 respondents, 20 respondents which represent

20.0percent of the population are FSLC holders. 25 which represent 25.0 percent of

the population arc SSCE/GCE/WASSCE holders. 35 which represent 35.0 percent of

the population arc OND/HND/BSC holders. 15 which represent 15.0 percent of the

population arc MSC/PGD/PHD holders. 5 which represent 5.0 percent of the

population had other type of educational qualifications.

'
¡-

·?t?¡

/''
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Table 4: Occupation fR0 espondents

i Cumulative
-?

Frequency Percent Percent

Valid Civil servants 25 25.0% 25.0%

Self employed 45 45.0% 70.0%

Unemployed 30 30.0% 100.0%

Total \00 100.0%

I

Source: Field Survey, September. 20\8.

Table 5 shows the occupation of respondents used for the study. 25 respondents

representing 25.0 perrcent of the population under study are civil servants. 45

respondents representing 45.0 perrcent of the population under study are self-

employed. 30 respondents representing 30.0 perrcent of the population under study

are Unemployed.

?
¡?

·?t?I
,.,

?
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4.3Analysis of Psychographic Data

Table 5· Do .

. es monetization of olifp tes have any effect on youth participation in
Zamfara state?

i
Frequency

Valid Yes 50

No 35

Don't Know 15

Total

I I

Source: Field Survey. September, 2018.

100

Cumulative

Percent Percent

50.0% 50.0%

35.0% 85.0%

15.0% 100.0%

100.0%

Table 5 show the responses of respondents if monetization of politics has any effect

on youth participation in Zamfara state.50 of the respondents representing 50.0

percent said Yes that monetization of politics has effect on youth participation in

Zamfara state. 35 respondents representing 35.0 percent said No that monetization of

politics have no effect on youth participation in Zam fara state. I 5 respondents

representing 15.0 percent were undecided.

This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that monetization of

politics has effect on youth participation in Zamfara state.

"
¡-

'?f!¡
.

}
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Table 6: Is there any relationship between level of education and political
participation?

Cumulative

Frequency Percent Percent

Valid Yes 68 68.0% 68.0%

No 22 22.0% 90.0%

Don't Know 10 10.0% 100.0%

I

Total 100 100.0%

I j
Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 6 shows the responses of respondents if there is any relationship between level

of education and political participation. 68 respondents representing 68.0 percent said

Yes that there is a relationship between level of education and political participation.

22 respondents representing 22.0 percent said No that there is no relationship between

level of education and political participation. 1 O respondents representing 1 O.O percent

were undecided.

This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that there is a

relationship between level of education and political participation.

"
¡-

'1'¡
·,

-?
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Table 7: Is there any relationship betwe .en matenal well-being and p.olitieal

participation?

i
Frequency

Valid Yes 50

No 45

Don·t know

Cumulative

Percent Percent

SO.O% 50.0%

45.0% 95.0%

5.0% JOO.O%

100.0%

¡
Total

1

100

Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table 7 show the responses of respondents if there is any relationship between

material well-being and political participation. 50 of the respondents representing 50.0

percent said Yes that there is a relationship between material well-beingand political

participation. 45 respondents representing 45.0 percent said No that there is no

relationship between material well-being and political participation. 5 respondents

representing 5 .O percent were undecided.

Th is shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that there is a

relationship between material well-being and political participation.
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Table 8: Does political socializati .

I

,.._,,?,,, ...

,.,=:
Frequency Percent Percent

Valid Yes 65 65.0% 65.0%

No 25 25.0% 90.0%

Don"\ Know 10 10.0% 100.0%

I
Total

I
100 100.0%

Source: Field Survey. September. 2018.

Table 8 show the responses of respondents if political socialization improves youth

participation. 65 of the respondents representing 65.0 percent said Yes that political

socialization improves youth participation. 25 respondents representing 25.0 percent

said No that political socialization does not improve youth participation. I O

respondents representing I O.O percent were undecided.

Th is shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that political

socialization improves youth participation.
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Table 9: Is there relationship between electioneering p--••?? and youths'

participation in politics?

IValid

Frequency

Yes

No

Don't Know

55

32

13

Total
1

\00

Source: Field Survey, September, 20\8,

Percent

55,0%

32.0%

13.0%

100.0%

Cumulative

Percent

55.0%

87.0%

100.0%

_J

Table 9 shows the responses of respondents if there is a relationship between

electioneering process and youths' participation in politics. 55 of the respondents

representing 55.0 percent said Yes that there is a relationship between electioneering

process and youths' participation in politics. 32 respondents representing 32.0 percent

said No that there is no relationship between electioneering process and youths'

participation in politics. \ 3 respondents representing 13.0 percent were undecided.

This shows that majority of the respondents were of the opinion that there is a

relationship between electioneering process and youths' participation in politics.
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Table 10: Which of the followi .

ng will enhance yonth participation in politics in

Zamfara state?

I
! Cumulative!

Frequency Percent Percent

Valid Slrengthening our electoral system 25 25.0% 25.0%

Demonetization of politics 10 JO.O% 35.0%

I
Creating more political awareness in Zamfara 65 65.0% 100.0%

Total 100 100.0%

I __J
Source: Field Survey, September, 2018.

Table l O show the responses of respondents on factors that enhances youth

participation in politics in Zamfara state. 25 of the respondents representing 25.0

percent said that strengthening our electoral system is a factor that enhances youth

participation in politics in Zamfara state. 10 of the respondents representing \O.O

percent said that demonetization of politics is a factor that enhances youth

participation in politics in Zamfara state. 65 of the respondents representing 65.0

percent said that creating more political awareness in Zamfara is a factor that

enhances youth participation in politics in Zamfara state.
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Table 11: Do you think makin ..
g po hues less capital intensive will im rove ..

participation?

p polrtical

Frequency

Valid Yes 70 70.0% 70.0%

No 25 25.0% 95.0%

Don't Know

Total
1

100

Source: Field Survey, September.2018.

Percent

5.0%

100.0%

Cumulative

Percent

\00.0%

_J

Table 1 \ show the responses of respondents if making politics less capital intensive

will improve political participation. 70 of the respondents representing 70.0 percent

said Yes that making politics less capital intensive will improve political participation.

25 of the respondents representing 25 .O percent said No that making politics less

capital intensive will not improve political participation. S of them representing 5.0

percent were undecided. This shows that majority of the respondents were of the

opinion that making politics less capital intensive will improve political participation.

4.4 Test of Hypothesis

Hypothesis I

Ho: Money politics has no effect on youth participation in Gusau \ocal government

area.

H;: Money politics has effect on youth participation in Gusau local government area.

Level of significance: O .05

. .

1

.

.

t the null hypothesis Ho if the p value is less than the level of

Dec1s1on ru e. reJeC

significance.
Accept the null hypothesis

if otherwise.
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Table 12 Test Statistics

IMoney politics has effect on youth participation J
Gusau local government area

Chi-Square 105.520ª

Df 3

IAsymp.Sig.

1
.000 _J

a. O cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequeneyis

25.0.

Conclusions based on decision rule:

Since the p-value= 0.000 is less than the level of significance (0.05), we reject the null

hypothesis and conclude that money politics has effect on youth participation in

Gusau local government area.

Hypothesis II

ff0: There is no relationship between material well-being and political participation.

H;: There is a relationship between material well-being and political participation.

Level of significance: 0.05

Decision rule: reject the null hypothesis Ho if the p value is less than the level of

significance. Accept the null hypothesis if otherwise.
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Table 13 Test Statistics

!There
is a relationship between material well•be?

and political participation.

Chi-Square

Of

70.347ª

2

LAsymp.
Sig. 1

.000

ª· O cells (.0%) have expected frequencies less than 5. The minimum expected cell frequen?

25.0.

Conclusions based on decision rule:

Since the p-value= 0.000 is less than the level of significance (O.OS), we reject the null

hypothesis and conclude that there is a relationship between material well-being and

political participation.

4.5 DISCUSSIONAND ANALYSIS OF DATA

l. Monetization of politics has effect on youth participation: In situation in which

politicians spend much money in purchasing nomination forms in order to participate

in politics when they are in oftice they now used the first years in seeking ways to

recover those resources or funds which they used before coming that position. And

during the recovery period masses or public suffers because politicians are not

46



,•1.,
.. ,:

?
.-

·,
. .. -?•• ;}?

-· •••

-·



Electoral management should ensure that all segments of the society, including youth

are empowered to fully part·
·

te
•

1ic1pa m e ectoral process, such as voters, candidates or

officials. Removing existing barriers for youth electoral participation at different

levels and in different areas, including the national, legal and political framework.

6. The following will enhances youth participation in politics in Zamfarastate

i. Stren¡,>thening our electoral system;

ii. Demonetization of politics;

iii. Creating more political awareness on the politics among youth in zamfara

state;

It shows that creating more political awareness on the politics among youth in Gusau

local government area will enhance youth participation in politics. Government could

sanitise the environment with political talks through used of mass media,

campaigning, so that the citizens can have ideas and knowledge of what is happening

in politics and thereby increasing their interest of participation.

7. Making politics less capital intensive secure and improve political participation of

h
·

G Electoral body should be able to prevent vote buying during election

yout in usau.

and provide a specific amount of money for each political party to spend during

. d
. th youth participation /political participation

will be more

campaign by so omg, e

easier for youth to participate.
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CHAPTERFIVE

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS

5.1 Summary of Findings

from our academic joume y' we were able to make the following findings;

• lt has been established that there is a significant relationship betWeen

political/ electoral ed
•

ucat10n and youth participation in Zamfara state.

• It has proposed a be
.

num r 01 strategies to mobilize citizens for mcn,ased

youth participation and effectiveness in Zamfara state in Gusau local

government arca.

• It shows that the degree of confidence the people have in Zamfara state

electoral system

Findings from the study revealed that Zamfara youth do not have confidence in

our electoral system there is a significant relationship between the level of

electoral education of Zamfara youth and the level of their participation
in

politics. It also revealed that the best ways of mobilizing more Zamfara state

youth particularly
Gusau youth participation

are;

¦ Strengthening
our electoral system.

¦ Equipping our judicial system to act as a check to our electoral system.

¦ Creating more awareness about political happenings
in Gusau and the need

for youth to participate
effectively.

5.2 Recommendation

As a result of the findings in the study, the following recommendations
can be made:

l. Politics should be demonetize (that is the nomination forms should be made

affordable) for youths to be able to participate politics.
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2. Electoral commission should iiw? \\\¡¡\\ \II\','\ ?Ml'\\'.

campaigns, public announcement, 1hm\lil1 \\\"\? \\\\l\\\,\ "·1 \\\?\ \''II\\\. \'\

politics as positive things to do tW\ "'\fül) IJl¡\11\\;".

3. Political elites should deno1Uw.: mo111il)ll?\\I\\I 11\ \\\\'fl' ?\\\ \\\ ?r,\, \\\\

creditable youths who are Nigeri"I'" 1\lo1\ ,<111 \\11\is ?IW,•\\\?? ii\? l\\\\V\\\\\

for development of Gusau local g,WllH\IIW\11 ,11?1\

4. lNEC should in collaboration II ilh IIW \!Ill -'111111• II\ ·•\\111\i\\W\\ \\\\\ \\1\\\\\

system so that Youths can lu11c ú•11n,1>11,1 Ill "Ill 1 \·
• \1'\·\\ ''I •WI\\ \\\?

singular factor if go\lcn righ\ 111•11hl li" •I \,•111, I'·\\ \\\ I\\'\\ \\\\I I 11,\\\\\l

participate in po \itics.

s. Our judicial system shout.I c\wd, 111,, '.,, • · ·•
..

¡ "i1' \· 1. 1. 11 \II \II'\

other stakeholders. This will c,1u,1I\\ 111, 1, ·I·' \\1, "i•.11 I ,,. I \ I. ',\ \\\

Zamfara and in turn incrc11>c )1>111\i \"1111, 11•-1\i"" 1•1 '"i '"
\ i\. ".\

area.

5.3 CONCLUSION

·¡· 't fails 10 sys1cm.11ic<1lh
.\• ill" 1,,1, I

progress 1
1

•

,,1111, .,,,111\1

1.1.11
\I 11,1' ii I

and harness the drive and cnc1?1

. d
.

• ·ti"'lted ,tcm1111,1, \
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generational effect had be £en ound to be a major determinant of the level of

participation in that p rt f thª 0 e world. However, the unstable Nigerian

democratic system over the year has just made the study of this distinct group

political engagement a new area of research. The period effect of colortia.lism,

military authoritarianism, with poor political socialization limits 1bll

participation only to political elites who also control the state's resourees,

One of the goals that characterized this research is to divert from previOU$

methods of studying youth political participation basically on electoral

violence to the use of quantitative method in investigating their political

participation based on variables o voting, party attachment/membership and

engaging in protest and demonstrations. The second objective is proposed a

number of strategies to mobilize citizen for increased youth participation and

effectiveness in Gusau.

ln a nut shell, participation of youth encourages them to become active

members of the society and democratic agents. By involving and empowering

young brains through the political process, they tend to develop important

skills, improve self-confidence and some sense of belonging in governance

while taking home a greater understanding of governance that is important in

both newly formed and well-established democracies.

I
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APPENDIX

Department of Political Science,

F acuity of Management and Social Scienlle,

Federal University Gusau, 2.amfara

State-Nigeria.

Dear Respondent( s),

I am a final year student in the above named department and instillltion. Embarking

on a research titled; Democracy and Youth Participation in Zamfara State;A Case

Study of Gusau Local Government Area of Zam fara. This is in partial fulfillment of

the requirement for the award of B.Sc in political Science. Please, kindly assist by

ticking the correct or appropriate option(s) against any of the questions provided. And

probably fill the spaces, where necessary. Meanwhile,your responses will be treated

confidentially and only useful for the purpose of this study.

Thanks

Banazareth Helen.
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QUESTIONNAIRE

INSTRUCTION: Please ensure to complete the questionnaire by ticlcing the col'!'llCt

answer(s) from the oµtions where necessary

SECTION A: Personal Information/Data

I. Gender

a) Male ()

b) Female()

2. Age-Range ()

a) 20-30 ()

b) 31-40 ()

e) 41-50()

d) 5\-60()

e) Above 60 O

Educational qualification3.

a) FSLC ()

b) WAEC/SSCE/NECO
()

56



e) BSC/HND/OND()

d) MSC/PHD/MBA/PGD ()

e). Others

4. Year in Zam fara state

a) 0-2yrs ()

b) 3-Syrs ()

e) 6-8yrs ()

d) 9-1 lyrs ()

e) tt-13yrs()

t) Above l 3yrs ()
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SECTIONB

QUESTIONS ON DEMOCRACY AND YOUTH PARTICIPATION IN

NIGERIA

5. Does monetization of politics have any effect on youth partiçipalion in

Zam fara state?

a) Yes()

b) No()

e) Don't Know ()

between level of education and political
6. ls there any relationship

participation?

a. Yes()

b. No()

e.Don't Know ()

material well-being and political

Is there any relationship between
7.

participation?

a. Yes()

b. No()

c. Don't Know O

.
. outh articipation in politics?

Does political socializat1on improve y p

8.

a. Yes O

b. No()

c. Don't Know ()

58



9. Which of the following will cnhanoe ?· ?• in_ pc)litics in

Zamfara state

i. Strengtheningour clectol'lll.??)
ii. Demonetization of politics O

iii. Creating more political awareness Olli'..

Zamfara () ?l1.. ,.,J

10. Do you think making politics less capital intensive iir?·-.il ¡:;
,r:>•.

political participation?

a. Yes()

b. No()

c. Don't Know()

J 1. ln your own ways, suggest ways of improving youth participation in politics

\
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