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ABSTRACT
The study is aimed at investigating the problems facing modern churches in

Minna metropolis.

Background to the study, which comprises of some subheadings such as,

statement of the Problem, purpose of the study, scope and delimitation of the study,
research question, Significance of the study, definiti<?n of terms and variables.

Chapter two deâls with thé review of related literature on the research work.

While chapter three presents research rnet'1odology and it contains research design,

sample and sampling Procedure, instrumentation, procedure for data analysis.

Chapter four presents' the ¡result of data ob,?ined and analysed, as well as the

summary of the finds. Finally, chapter five as the last chapter deals with Lhe

discussion of findings and recommendation of the findings.
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INTRODUCTION;
1.lBACKGROUNDOF THE STUDY.

CHAPTER ONE

Minna the headquarte f N"
.,

r O 1ger State was created in 1976. Minna was founded

predominantly by the Gbagi and Nupes. It was formally the headquarters of the old

Niger province under both th d f
' .

' pe r unet Northern N1gena and North-Western State.

Minna is located in the middle belt. The major tribes in Minna as the

headquarters of the state include the Gbagis, Nupes, Hausa, Yoruba, Igbos and other

minority tribes having an estimated population of over 500,00 people (five hundred

thousand people)
T_he town, Minna has two (2) local governments. It boasts of

different denominational churd\eS· grouped as orth.odox and Pentecostal churches

tagged "Modern chUrches".

The new generation churches with Pentecostal orientation will be treated as

modern churches in this project under review. Some of the modern churches found

in Minna include

Christ Apostolic Church, Living Faith Church, Faith Foundation, Redeemed

Christian Church e.t.c (opinion sampling).

These various denominations have their different modes of worship (doctrines).

The doctrines are usually agreed to by the members and in case of any

d. t the aftermath is &!ways a pullout le?ding to the formation Of other
1sagreemen ;

d
· ·

b the sect of the same interest, hence the daily growth of various
enommat10ns y .

•

denominations in Minna metropolis.

. d we are to carry out a research work on the problems
In this case stu Y,

h he? in Minna metropolis.
confronting the modern c ur? ..,

1.2 STATEMENTOF THE PROBLEM,
k

.

I

.

I

.

.

1
hurches arise and bra e-up 1s 11g 1 m recent years

The rate at which loca c
. .

.

to the Christian commumty m general. It is the

and has become an issue of concern
·



aim of the Researchers in th·
d

is study to find out the causes of problemsmo ern churches amo ng our Churches in Minna town.The researchers will att empt to find answers to the following questions.1. What constitute th ble pro ems of modern churches?
i. Schism in the churches
11.

Leadership/Leadership style·
ui. Worldliness

v.

VII.

iv. Lust (Adultery and fornication)
Fraudsters in the church (Inaisci?line)

VI. Christian time (Church time management)
The wheelchair Christian

viii. Broken Home

3.

4,

What effect has it to the Christian community? .

How does the outside world' view this issue from their own perspective?
I-Ias it any effect on the church as a body.

1.3 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY.

facing

The purp?seof this study is to di?cern the problems affecting modern churches

m Minna and it's environments. The writers are attempting to find out various

factors affecting modern churches, it's effect on the churches and also to proffer

possible solutions to them.

The research work is also for partial fulfillment for the award of the Nigeria

t·t· at, 1•11 Education (N.C.E) in the school ( college ). After discovering Lhecer 1 ,c. e
. ,

•

bl e d by modern churches, the writers shall be able to proffer possiblepro ems 1ace

.

1
ld ¡1e]p to minünize the problems affecting modern Churches insolutions t mt cou

Minna metropolis.

I

2



it 1.4a.,

ê: The causes of problems in modem churches in Nigeria are very important to:J, know. Evangeli5ts Pastors, Sunday school teachers and the entire Christian

SIGNIFICANCEOF THE StUDY.

. community do not want the re-occurrence of this ugly situation facing modem
churches in Minna.

It is the wish of every believer to see that the church is growing steadfastly
and increasing from strength to strength. The result ¿fthe study will be of great help
(importance) to the Pastors, Evangelists, Church administrators and the Church
community at large.

The c?uses of problems ih ou'r modern Churches provide the basis for the

corrective recommendations that will be given by the researchers.

1.5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS.
The research .questions for this study are derived from issues ::?,d problems

enumerated in chapter one and two· of this project w?rk.

1.

I
¡

,f

r
i

l

t

These questions include:

What constitute the problems ofmod?m
churches?

What causes church splitting'?
1

.
h . h denominations in Minna town?

Why the increase of new c mc
· ·

nmunity?What effect has it to the Christian coi ·

.

.

tl
.

s issue from their own perspectives?How does the outside worJd view 11

h hurch as a body?Has it any effect on t e c
.

I
I-=-

'
..,-

.

ELIMITATIONüF THE STUDY.
1.6 SCOPE AND D

h rches today is very wide and can not
. oblems of modern c u

- .
The issue of the pr

f tudy due to time and flnanc1al
Researchers scope o s

be covered within the
I

3



f

constrains.

The researchers therefiore., d ¡· ·t h
• •

• • ·

It 1·s
e urn t e1r mvest1gat10n to Mmna town.intended to investigate the causes of problems in modern churches.

The researchers stror¡gly ·belief that the result obtained in this small
geographical area of study could be relevant, if applied to some other areas of the
larger Nigerian societr:
1.7 DEFINITION OF TERMS AND VARIABLES

MODERN CHURCHES:- Modern churches are the new generation
churches that have Pentecostal Qrientation

INTERDENOMINATIONAL:-Between from one· religious group to another.
CAUSES:- The ground or reasons of an actions which produces or bring about an

effect.

DENOMINATION:-A religiou,s group or sect.

SURMOUNT:- To deal with a difficulty, to overcome something.

ENUMIRA TE:- To name things on a list one by one.

PERSPECTIVES:- A view, especially one stretching into the distance.

4



CIIAPTERTWO
2.0 REVIEW OF RELATEDLITERATURE.
2.1. INTRODUCTON.

.

The review of related lit ..

·

.
. .

'

·

erature m this subject matter enables the researchers
to know the importance attach d .

e to the existence of modern churches, some of the
causes of th?se problems and the effect it has on the Christians as it relates to the

society (Nigeria society).
1

·

This will help the resear·cher·s to c
..

1 t 1· fi d.
·

I

·

fi d"oue a e ear 1er m mgs wit 1 thell" own 111 111gs

and thereby determine the significance of their own result.

2.2 SOCIOLOGICALVIEW OF THE PROBLEMS OF MODERN
CHURCHES.

The word church is gotte? from the Greek w,ord "ecclesia" which means "a

called out body" or" assembly" which can literaríly mean accompany of called out

ones. Those whom God has called into himself by the gospel of his grace and who

have accepteçl that gospel and the savior it presents.
•

I

. .

Today, we also refer to the building in which Christians worship as "church".

The church in consideration is the church which Jesus promised in the book of

(Mathew 16: 18) The church is total of all those who believe that Jesus is the Christ,

the son of the living God. It is universal. The Christian church was born on the first

Jewish feast of week (Pentecostal)_ after the ascension of Jesus Christ. Jt took place

at about A.D34.

T d h
·

111uch confu?ion and little understanding of what the church
o ay, t ere 1s

. h ines of different churches of various denominations and

really 1s. We hear t e na

. dl t ) inquire as to which is the right one lo belong or to be

earnest behevers (a 1eren 5
·

·

.

• J

affiliated to. ,

.
. b dies in Christendom, God still sees his true children

Inspite of many rehgwus O
.

. .

. Ch ist" no matters the vanous church orga111zat1ons they
on earth as "one body 111 r

,

ed and divided they may be.

may belong to or how scatter
.

5



The church today has '10 / ,

'

·

f h I ·d h

s it s glory and diginity, lost it's favor and the glory
o t e 01 as departed f·IOtn the church. As a result there is distrust among
brethren and the situation b

'

_ .

ecame like what happened in Israel when there was no
kmg m Israel. In those days every one does what he like brethren are no more
compatible with one another d h

'

an _ence they always want to form new groups with
identical goals. Some ·greed

•

d'
.

. . .

Y ll1 1v1duals commercialize the. church m a way. Now
the gospel have been misu d

.

··

·d 611 e1stoo y many people outside the church. With this

phenomenon how then c . h
.

, an we 1eac them with the gospel of truth?
Some .of the reasons for thes,e tension which sometimes lead to splitting

•

•
J

.

rncludes leadership struggle, doctrinal issues/practice management of church wealth

(money) and so on.

2.3 SCHISM IN THE CHURCHES.

According tci oxford advanced lec1rner's dictionary fifth / special price

edition, schism is a strong disagreement within_. an organization especially a

religious one, causing its members to divide into separate groups.

Division or splitting in the church is not a new thing. It has stmted long ago.

THE CATHOLIC -ORTHODOX SCHISM (1054)." Two great schisms or
'

I

' .

divisions occurred in Christianity. The first took place in l054when the eastern or

Byzantine church in Constantinople separated from the western church in Rome.

The second took place in 151 7 when the western church further divided into

catholic and protestant.
·

d eastern churches were separated by distance- Rome and
The western an .

. e 1 000 miles apart; they spoke Greek; and they had
Constantinople were som '

.

.
. .

h t fo]fowed the Pope and the east followed the decisions
different authont1es t ewes

,

·

1 (church-wide)
councils. (John Schwarz (2000) pages

of the first seven ecurnenica

(126 & 127).. ¡
.

¡ d d ¡ b'

r
·

us movement m the last rnn re years ms een

"The most significant re ig10

6



Pentecostalism, which ori
.

.gmated m the United States at the tum of the twentieth
century. The principal di'sti' t·

.ne 1ve 1s" k' ·

· spea 1ng m tongues" - a language order than
one known to the speaker c .11 dJ

,

.

,
ª e glossalalta (glossa is the Greek word for "

"
Tongue" !alia for "t lk)

.

" . .

' a - which Pentecostals believe is evidence of being
baptized m the sprit "

(P·

entecostals) are called Pentecostals because the visible
sign of the spirit ?

speaking
.

tm ongues come on Pentecost in (A.OJO.) In

Pentecostalism, religious "
experiences" tends to_ be theology." (John Schwarz

(2000), pages 142- 143)

Schism is· a phenomenon which had: been endemic in the Christian
Africa has a multitude of major and Peculiar causes. Prominent among these causes

is the desire to achieve a purer form of Christianity."

+

ii. LEADERSHIP: issue was another major cause of the earliest schism from the

l111SSIOn.

iii. CULTURAL DIFFERENCES: Is another major factor. Actually they can be

found different subcultures within any organization. Some times two subcultures

can become so incompatible that there will be a spl_its,
an event that often happens

in ]ocal church settings. People have witnessed quit a number of Churches fighting

Over forms of worship and music, with different subcultures believing that their

way is the right way.

" A large Christian organlzati?n which ministers to children recently had a

• •

h h e to the Surface after several years of tension. A large
rnaJor ng t t at cam

.

h. h ¡·ganization including some of the top Leadership, left to
subculture wit m t e o ,

·

h 'd ntical goals. The group that departed had become so

begin a new work wit I e

.

h "I st Culture" that they felt their only option was
Uncomfortable m ,t e 1º ,

f 15

·

and beliefs in the two subcultures had become
disassociation. Basic assump 101

:

·

incompatible. •

h d
·

l

·

1
• to the surface confücts t at are eep wit 1111 t 1e

A culture audit can bnng

7



organization and which are stifli,ng all possibilities for effectiveness." Hams Finzel
(2000 page 147&!48).
IV. DIFFERENCES IN DOCTRINALPRACTICES AND BELIEFS: Can

also bring about splitting of the church. Some churches in their doctrines have
deviated from Christ the head of the church

'
)

'

"Some churches' preach, but do not practice the doctrine of new birth, sorne
do not believe that holiness is Attainable, while several Christian doesn't live by
faith. Wealthy men of God don't trust the lord to be their Shepherd any longer,
they maintain their own physical security network, A particular church does not

believe in the divinity of Jesus ?hrist inspite of mány suppo1ting bible evidence."

(Knowing God ?vol '5, No.17, pages 9& I O).

Other churches don't believe in or practice
"

Holy sprit baptism," new birth,
or divine healing by faith. "How can unbelievers take the modern church seriously?

Christian organizations in N,iger¡a have no effect on the growth and propagation of

lhe Christian faith. They function like trade unions and unless there is revival that

lead to repentance, the church is in a crisis.

2.4 LEADERSHIP/LEADERSHIP STYLE

ln the world today, people seek for leadership positions in order to be Lord

and master over others. To acquire· ce1tain measure of authority and power. Most of

them seek for the position or office for lust for their own selfish interest, and

because they lust for power and prominence not because they really care for the

People they lead.

In the church today, many want to be leaders just as the world does. They

d
• h t the church of Christ operates a different style all together.ten to 1orget t a

. .

h 1
·ch demands areal sacrifice and experiences of!ife that far out

Leadersh1 p 111 t e c 1L11 "' ,

.

f¡ ·ng thos? being led. "It must be a life that is gone ahead in
weigh the challenges act

d t follow him into --------------." It demands fm one to
what others are expecte O

·

d I

·

h our Lord Jesus Christ. Leadership also demands for
give his life to Go t1roug

_.

8



complete obedience not one or several acts of obedience because God is not looking
for such rather a life f

·

.
' ' 0 contmual perpetual obedience. One who would obey God

in any place and at any time (moment) . The level of leadership position one
occupies depends

on,
his level of'maturity in the life of obedience,

In the world system, leaders are masters and Lord ov?r their subordinates, in

Christendom the case is contrary. Here, leaders become servants of all. Today, the
church of Christ is battered and divided in between as many ministers as there are

just for the quest of who shall be'acc¿unted greatest among them,

Good leaders whether spiritual or secular do not seek for the position or post
of leadership but will always be willing to accept responsibilities according to their

capacities. Sometimes certain leadership position would bring tremendous pressure
into the life of the le.ader, his marriage (if married) and his family or houschoíd.

People who are in leadersh.ip can on the one hand move (influence) men,

women and mountains for tremendous good. At the same time, they hold in their

hands the power to do irreparable damage to their followers by the mistakes they

make.

The greater your sphere of leadership influence, the more your impact on lhe

world around you. The more people you lead the greater the potential damage cause

through your poor decisions and actions. This is one of the sobering realities one

must face when he/she takes up the mantle of leadership,

" Good leaders seem to be scarce commodity today. There are plenty of

openings but fewer good candid.ates. Why is it that so many organizations,

churches and schools are looking for leaders to fill empty Slots? Perhaps the

problem is not really that new."

d " . an among théÍn who should --------------------------- stand" I searche 101 a m

.

b fi e for the Jarid
.

that I should not destroy it; but I found ?o one
m the gap e ore m ,

(Ezek 22:30)."
h t l·e number of people fall ir.t,1 leadership by accident than byIt seems t a mo

9



design. Leadership role is the kind of role you are chosen for you usually cannot
volunteer. Though lead 'h·

i.
1' 1 h

·

C
. . .ers Ip Ill t 1e c rnrc or hnstian enterpnses demands

spiritual qualification, there is also serious need for giving such people adequate
training in organizational literacy.

ln the issue of leadership, the good you do can be destroyed by the precaution
you fail to take. No· Matter how gifted or skillful .a leader is, one or two glaring
blind spots can ruin _his/her influe1?ce. A few bad habits can void the effectiveness
of all your talents and accomplishnients. "An o une? of prevention is wotth a pound
of good leadership." Hans Finzel ---- in his book titled "Ten top mistakes leaders
make" identi

_fy certain things leaders must observe not to do.

DO NOT BE DICTATORIAL Good leaders should not practice top down

autocratic leadership style rather practice democratic leadership or what some call

servant leadership. It embraces all other good models of leadership and it is also

built on Christ model of leadership, which is biblical model of leadership.
" A

servant leader must be willing to get "down and dirty" with his troops in the

implementation of his objective's." For good lead?rship, one has to avoid being

egocentric, but empowering othei·s. He should not be a dictatorial leader but

partners in the process among other things.

DO NOT JUST CONCENTRATE ON PAPER WORK: Do not only

concentrate all your efforts on Japer?vork,crate time to listen to your co-workers.

They need your attention and that is how they would be rest assured of your caring.

So as a Christian leader, be a good listener.

"DO NOT LET GOOD WORK BE SECRET: Ask your managers under you to

• •

t· thei·r subordinates' accomplishments. Employees are discouraged111íorm you o
.

.
·

¡ effoits go unnoticed. They feel it was wasted effort or worse,when their spec1a .

·

.
•

t k' g credit for•theír work. Rodgers (a certain leader) alwáys sendthmk the boss 1s a Ill
. t of appreciation."them a handwntten no e

10



DO NOT BE ONLY TASK ORIENTED: Though it is? good thing to be task
oriented but is better to be mor·e f

1

.

do peop e onente . For a leader to accomplish
much, there must be a healthy emphasis on people. Leadership is basically a people
business.

J

As ª Christian leader, humble yourself before God and men, be obedient to

the word of God and always ask God for understating and wisdom of how to govern
those under your leadership.
2.5 WORLDLI?ESS: There are different versions of worldliness but for the

purpose of this project work, we shall be much con?erned with the aspect in which
it affects the modern churches in Minna metropolis. The term worldliness is a

derivative from a root word "world" meaning the earth; all the people, creature, and

Many other things on it. According to Cranig.S. Keener (2000) in his book

titled: lntervarsity Press (I P V)JBibl'e background commentary of New Testament.
" The world could refer to everything but God; here it means the system in

competition with God."

We can deduce from the above definitions that wordiness is ravaging the

modern churches o( our time especially in Minna where new trend of churches are

spring up daily. It is a situation,where one is so much concern with earthy life or

material gains.

A lot of modern churches preach prosperity to a high extent and at the

f h·ng the message of salvation. Their messages and teachings are
expense o preac t

·

d
·

·

tlrnt will ,ieaditheii· members to·pursue after the materials u.ain of
orgamze 111 a way , ?

.

1 •¡ h have few of God's word inside them. They are not deep-this world w u e t ey

.

·d f G d which is the substance for every Christian who wants to
rooted 111 the wo1 o o

,

make heaven. ,
.

• vangelist reverend Chidi Okoroafoh in his sermon
A renowned Nrgenan e '

·

·

" -?---- The world become churchy and the church
titled "Injury time" says

--------
, . . .

·
.

1- t". 11 of this reveals the extent to which the thmgs ot
become worldly." The imp rea 19

11



this world gain their root d
·

·

·
•an 1s established m our modern churches today this lead

to deviating from the reality of God.
" Some years ago th A,

·

.
. . .

,
e menean theolog1an,Franc1s.Schaeffer said that the

church is slowly acco
·

d
·

··

·

·

·

mmo atmg itself to the norms and values of the world

becomin° more concern w'th b
· " . . .

"' 1

e111g Poht1cally correct" (the neutral middle road)

than with the commandme t d 11.
. . •

· ns an teac mgs of the Bible and soon will have noth111g
• •

,
I

.

precious or important to say to the world.

How can we over come this? By understanding that there is a unique, all

embracing Christian world view; by developing our Christian minds through prayer

and study; and by reflecting on what Jesus would do if He were confronted with

decisions we face i1í our vocations,_ in our marriages· and parenting, in our use of the

environment, in our leisure activities and in responding to the need of the

marginalized in society." (John Schwarz (2000), page 229)

From our definition of worldliness we say "Is a system in competition with

God and also a state condition whereby one is so much concerned with materials
,

I

•

gains or not being spiritual." In modern churches today, the true message is been

rnanipulated to suit the hearing of the members instead of focusing on Jesus'

salvation, they focus on preaching prosperity and some other things.

To some extent even the music played in modern churches is been copied

"
tl Id so t]1c people of the world find themselves in the church. Their

rrom 1c wor .

·
. . r-"¡ve salvati?n but to dance Lhe same music they use to dance in

purpose 1s not to ice,, ,

. •

1

.

¡ t cover up·• There is the effect of worldliness in the church
parnes using c 1utc 1 o ·

. h. h need to sought God for curing it or else we will miss
weddma today w 1c we

"'
.

1
d seeing us imitate the world as it operates under the

heaven. Goçl 1s not P ease, 1

,

influence of its master (satan).

I
·

h"s magazine titled "The Disciples Indeed" (i\ugust
Bro Afam Erucha u 111 I

·

. verriding parameter, which his stirring lust inside

2002) page 13 said there ts an°
. li re designed to expose as much of the body as

men. Female clothes, especia y, ª

12



'
J

.

possible during summe h
·

r w en there are a lot of out door activities. This is supposed
to provoke the lust of tl fl 1

·

1e es 1 and the lust of the eyes. Then there is a matter of

fashion following the e
.mrent trend. So the clothes designers tell everyone what is

fashionable and what is not.

The world lay' much h
.

, .
. .

emp ,as1s on the outward appearance and likes to exh1b1t

so it is full of glamour and ostentat· t d "d f 1·

·

"d Tl1e dev·1110n, ye evo1 o any rea 1ty ms1 e.

knows that there is an
·

t" t
·

·

.
.

.

ms 111c 111 man, which lust after these thmgs and will not

allow man to rest until he get these things. There is a world version of Christianity,

which is Christ-less and Cro?s-le¡,s.
Worldliness is master minded, run effectively and monitored by a prince

called the prince of this world (St. John 14:30) who is also called Satan. Satan

means adversary. He is the chief opponent of God and everything that is good. He

carries out his opposition by introducing programmes, principles, institutions and

many other things contrary to \:,,hat God is doing. So worldliness is actually an

opposite of an ordenet up by the almighty God. It turns many away from God and

makes him operates in his godless way that does not acknowledge God. Instead of

pursuing after God he keeps pursuing after material gains of this World.

In modern churches ?oda_y, men pursue after all that they think splendid

which is not derived from the father (God) at all, but from the world itself. The

crave for sex, the ambition to purchase everything the eye sees, the desire to

l ·¡¡· a;1-e overnight competition among members in the body of Christ,
)ecome a 1111 1011 •

,

d
•

h If k d even going to the church service half naked, wearing clothes

ressmg a na e

b fi ·chi·i·stian have-direct effect on the church especially the modern
that does not e 1t a ,

, f ¡1aving more wealth and pópulation the modern churches
churches. Because o

..

.

• : ously against these things so as to retain members' even

seems not to emphasis sell ,

sinners in their churches .

.

h
· ot meant for sinners to sit and feel comfortable rather

The church, wh1c is fl ,

to make them change.

13



This is how worldliness enters the church and defiled the holy church

established by our Lord Jesu Ch
.

s nst.
Worldliness is a bye d

_

pro ijlCt of Satan "the prince of this world" Which is an

opposition to God and e h"
.

veryt mg that 1s good. (Gal. 5:16-18)
2·6 LUST (ADULTARY AND FORNICATION.) Another problem that is

silently but seriously wo - -
·

l
· ·

11 ymg t 1e church of Chnst these days 1s "LUST". Lust has

eaten up and pollut?d the hearts of many that called themselves children of God

( even the born· again). The devil uses this instrument to get many who have given

their lives to God.

Lust is adultery of the heart, hence Jesus Christ said whoever look on a

woman to lust after her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

(Matthew 5 :28). It is an uncontrnlled' sexual daydreaming.

It wages relentless war against you and I, not only to corrupt and pollute us,

but to also ruin our fellowship with our maker and our fellow Christians if we allow

it to have it's way in our lives.

This issue affects both leaders and the led in the church, married and

unmarried, the male and female,,young and the old. It left no one. Like every other

sin, it has demons ·operating to, influence its acti?ities. One should not boast,

whether he is strong or weak. Apostle Paul said in his letter to the Corinthians "

I fi I l

·

tl at thi'nketh he standeth take heed lest he fall". (1 cor. 10:12)
w 1ere ore et 11m 1

d.
•

t y O A ne;ws (voice of America), 9:00pm on the 271h of
Accor mg o .

•
'

. 44 Million people in Africa have been affected with the

September 2003, ovei
. M of them die and left their families probably with nobody

H.I.V/ AIDS virus. any

f: -1- 5 are left under great difficulties and to the mercies of

to cater for them. Such ami ie

.
.

-

d by a correspondent of the V.O.A and she revealed

God. A woman was rntetv1ewe ,

·

b
· victim and died leaving many children and his

that her brother happened
to e, ª

.

•

. _ .
.

• cater for these children, a respons1b1ltty she did not

wife. As a result, she has to ·· .

d d f r governmental support to take proper care of

initially planned for. She plea e 0

14



In another news pro
·

·d b
. .

. gramme y V.O.A (African world to111ght) on October

3,2003, it is revealed that I
·

b
.

'

·

.
.

arge num er of truck dnvers are found affected wtth the

H.I.V/AIDS in Nigeria. A Non-governmental organization in the east of the

country is said to be on the· - e •
· ·

·

n 1eet trymg to educate and enhghten the truck dnvers.

Many of the drivers a1·e· sa·d' t ;l

'

1 d'
•

'
t o 1ave a tes 111 many places they do stop to cat or

rest. There is a daily increase in the rate at which these drivers are dying.

The medical world on the other hand made it known that majority of the

affected people usually contact it through sexual intercourse and up till this day it's

cure has not been found though there are drugs now discovered to minimize its

effects and probably help to prolong their life span_. However, the drugs are very

expensive that the poor cannot affoi-d buying to treat themselves or their patients.

" Lust has wrecked testimonies and ruined successes. Strongmen and women

of God have stumbled and else while godly families have thrown into strange

rhapsodies over it. Its pow'er o?er its slave is both terrifying and frightening. It

crushes and devours its victims, and tramples its prey underfoot. It has tarnished

reputations, ruined career and dashed ministerial calling to pieces. Facts and

mysteries surrounding lust have caused serious furore, whirlwind and storms down

the ages that even Sigmund Freud the great psychosexual analyst, could not unravel

h t
·

0 w·ith_ the species' called Homo sapien." (Matthias Echidna ( I 997)-
w a 1s wron0 :

page 24 and25)

FRAUDSTERS IN THE CHURCH_ {IN:QISQPLINEl,

N.
·

tJ-Íe c?urch has become a moneymaking option that has

In today's 1gena,
d undiscipled general-overseers. (Knowing God,

attracted uncalled Pastors an

volume 5 number 17-page 9)
'

.
, ew game, it is as old as the Old Testament and it's

"Defraudmg 1s not ª n

. in as early as Genesis the book of beginning. Jacob

sophistication and practtce came, .

15



,,?trorluoedit into tho wodd wh,n h, collected, blessing that =• ,ot his. P,p,
,, Isaac was to bestow a bl ·

.

essmg on Esau his first-born. But before Esau would get it,

he needed to obey his f h ,
.

.

at er s last prayer request in ]¡fe; he asked Esau to go

hunting for a aame with wh· h E
·

0 1c ,sau would prepare a savoury meal he (Isaac) would

eat before he would rel h. 1 b
.

.
.

ea_se 1s ast. lessmgs upon the son."

This implies that Esau w;uld go hunting and catch a game which he will

prepare for his father to eat before being bless. This blessing was not going to come

by chance Esau must work ?or it, It is unfortunate that his mother Rebecca and his

younger brother Jacob connived together to steal his blessing. This is because

Jacob wanted a shortcut to prosperity. Genesis 27:15-16, 27:21-23, 27:26-27a,

27;30, 27:41.

Several modern preachers also climb the pulpit to deceive and play on the

intelligence of an innocent cong1;egation in order to empty them of their hard earned

financial and material possessions. A genuine blessing would require hard work

and patience.

Such deceitful preachers take advantage of the innocent believers and make

fake prophesies and lying 011 of ,empty evil hands with mechanical shaking of their

head as if they are under a genuine move of God. God has a divine calendar fm

everything. If one waits for God's time he will be particularly bless because God

will work it out. God gives wealth and His gifts come without difficulties such as

Jacob's. They come peacefully and ·without repentance.

2.S CHRISTAINTIME (CHURCH
TIME MANAGEMENT).

d. p tor Idowu Akintola of Zion Baptist church Minna "Time is a

Accor mg to as

f event intervals between happenings". Also according to

moment, a sequence o , ,

.

• +freedom chapel international, kubwa-Abuja "Time is a

Pastor Godwin Agbanyun °? 1

period between events. .
. . .

" h
• f time" propelled Evan.Michael Ezenor mto wntmg a

The quest for C ns ian

16



book "Christian time".

Many people in our soc· t
.

.ie Y mcludmg the sedous Christian have been observe
to be so careless about tiine management. For Christian to improve on time
management, we must join hands together to achieve these.

Many Christians do t t k
•

. .no a e. tane senously; both the preachers coordmators,
chorus leaders and members alike •

.

. mismanage tune.

The worst thing is ti t ·t

·

.1a we,at end church programmes and services lately most

of the time and it is ·a sin The B"bl d"
:

b d"

.

· ·

d 1

·

11
·

..
1 e says every 1so e 1ence 1s sm an t 11 s we a

know that shall not go unpublished. "All wrong doing is sin, and there is sin that

does not lead to death". !John 5:17(NIV).
lf you ·know what to do arn:I refuse to do it, to you it is a sin. The author tries

to bring out the picture of what the church is facing because of this singular fact.

"It is displeasing and appallingly discouraging too, to note the traumatic

bitterness the church is passing through in our days due to ignorance and a careless

attitude towards the. appropriate use of time (Time management). This altitude and

lack of understanding in the usage of time has affected the church in many ways

and in great magnitude.

We are all-aware that every disobedience is sin and shall not go unpunished.

To buttress the point once more, the Bible say in Ecclesiastes 3: 17. "God shall

·

d ¡

·

·1
d the wickied· for there is a time for every purpose and every

JU ge t 1e ng 1teous an ,

)
Tl I

·ch has refused this naked truth as portrayed in the word of
work". (KJV . 1e c 1UI

I
t k to the doctrine of baalam (the doctrine of error).

God and has arrogant Y s uc

I

. ffected the church in no small measure, people are

These errors have adverse Y a

•
· ur churches today. This is due to non Compliance

complaining and ml!rmunng 111 0 ·

to good time management. :

,
.

·

.

·

deep ¡:,ains unexpressed, members are groanmg

Truly, the church is suffenng
.

.

ft. ne Imagine this case.

t th"
.

d.
. inate use o li .

or IS 111 1scnm
-d al her church has caused her at

h d with me the 01 e

Recently, a lady 5 are

17



Because the group she' belong to does not dismiss on time, the parents
decided to give her time to t

·re um, from church activities.
This has made her not

1to 1ave freedom of spirit while in the service. The

group now know that the h h
.

.

Y ave t rown this young lady into more trouble than
before. Timing does not 111 d

. .ean Jan will not mean limiting the Holy Ghost. God

happened to create ti?1e d ¡
·an a so used tune but effectively. He had time for

everything He made in heaven and under heaven.

Infact, our Lord Jesus Christ is worth emulating even in the area of time

management Evang; Michael Ezenor has this to say. "To be candid, the issue of
time management should not be over emphasized.

Jesus time m?nagement is., worth emulating.
·

His prayer period was timely.

He never do a thing without being at the appropriate time. Remember in John

chapter two, Mary the mother of Jesus wanted him to do Something, but because it

was not yet the time, he told hev tha( his time had not yet come. Even concerning

His resurrection, Jesus said after three days He will arise. Habakkuk 2:3 says "for

the vision is yet for an Appointed time ---------------wait for it". Here, the prophet is

talking about time".

For time to b? well managed, we must plan properly on how to use the time

f"'
·

1
A E ¡¡ 'nt plamli1íg brings about effective time management and

e ,ect1ve y. n xce e ,
.

failure to plan mean? planning to}àil.
·

f t. ss in their work, sometimes it is not because the
"People complam o s ie

b they fail to plan their work properly.
work is stressfull, but ecause

.

.
·

. the church properly and you work stnctly to

If you plan your doings Jin
.

. . .

. _
.

• . and efficient, you will have more time lar yourselt,
achieve that 1t you are efíective

,, .
.

be there any longer! If tune management 1s

-k t: ·¡ ' The stress may not ,
.wo1 and ami ) ·

1
f God it will continue to be a problem ot

f by the churc 1 o

not properly taken care O
.

.

' of the clock backwaid.
It s own drawing th? hand
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THE WHEELCHAIR CHRISTIAN
" Many Christians in the

¡ h
f

c 1urc today are spiritually sick and therefore become
ii,. pitiable because they are Inc ·

.
. . .f apac1tated. A lot of Chnstians rn the church today are

[ waiting to be push about Th '

·

( .

· ey are pushed about 1?efore they go to the church or

?
before they participate in any activity in the chur?h. The wheelchairs Christian

¡
have some of these chara.cteristics:

1. They are spiritually deformed.

ii. They rely on \vhe?lchair for help
"Do you know that there are some Christians without legs and hands to

perform in the church of God? A Story was told of a child that the parent denied

because the child could not walk for twelve ( 12) years, rather the child was making

constant demand for several kinds of food yet remain unproductive. Some found

themselves in that condition because they are so cardess of what they should do and

at the right time.

The church today is filled with such Christians that does not take seriously
'

their prayer life even their Evangelism life is nothing to write home about. These

I b

.

deini·c to t'l1e dlwr?h In his woid of exhortation, Evang. Michael
1ave ecame an en ·

E ·r h en to belong to such group, you should quickly jump out of
zenor says l you app

the wheelchair and God will bring healing to your state of being. When this

d h s¡Jiritual exercises and also be productive.
happen, you can now o mue

2.10 BROKEN HOME.
·

.

·

11 find many Christian homes that have bee.: broken

Looking around us, we wi
.

. .

.
.

arriages suppose to be the happiest rnarnage.
and shattered into Pieces. ChnSt1an m

1

•

hi There are many causes of brnken
.

demonstrated very 11g y.
.

,

A home where love 15
, 1 h two couple involve did not follow the

ened because t e

homes today. Some happ
.

t say they did not follow God's pattern
.

.

. rriage. That is o '

proper channel 111 then 111ª
.

. bound to fail (brake).
Such marnage is

and lay good Foundation.
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Other people lay good fi .

.

, o?ndat,on but does µot make Christ the head of their
family (home).

·

By making Christ the h d .
.ea of their family they will create family alter and

pray together, study the scriptu tre ogether and show love to each other.
Even Christian homes ti t 6

.

1a egm well may be shattered if care is not taken.
There are many others things th t ,1 .

, .. · • ·

? yestioy relat1onsh1p m the Clmstian homes. One

of the prominient factors is self s If• 1

. . . .

· e 1st 1e Pnmary .killer ofrelat1onsh1ps. lfwe cio

not handle self very well it w·111
··

d. .
·

1 ea to great problems. "Self Can be descnbc as the

way of life we inherited by nature". (Funmi Odeyemi, knowing God - vol5,

No.17). This implies that self is found present even in the life of a Christian. It
'

¡

.

manifests, as self-will, Self-pleasing, self-independence, self-confidence e.t.c.

"As long as you keep allowing yourself to be yourself, just know that

you are gradually killing your marriage relationship." This implies that both couple

need to be filled with the spirit and not to allow/make provision for the flesh. They

should let the spirit ?f God contr?l .and direct them in everything and at every time.

Some other factors include pride, unfaithfulness in ·marriage, quarrelsome

spirit, and issue of finance, Dis;.espect, disobedience ingratitude and many other

I

·

S
.:

·

1· are still leaving under the Same roof yet they are shattered.
t 1mgs. orne ,ami 1es

T d d ·d h's own and the wife and children also decide on their own.
he husban • ec1 es on 1

, J

f the problems facing the modern church because it
It has become one 0

__ _ . .

1
families of the priests and church ciders.

attccts many fami11es event 1e
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CHAPTER THREE
RESEACH METHODOLOGY
RESEACH DESIGN
This chapter presents th " .

, e1
met,,od used m carrying out the research. This

chapter discussed the research desi·g11 th ·1 d,
e samp e an sampling procedure and

method of data collection.

3.2 SAMPLE AND SAMPLING PROCEDURE
There are many modern churches located in Sosso and Minna local

government area (LG.A.) of Niger state. It is· not possible due to financial

implications for the researchers to use these entire modern Churches. Hence, about

four ( 4) churches were randomly 'selected as the sampled population.

However, purposeful sampling procedure had to be used because the targeted

people sampled were those from the n10dern churches.
·'

)
.

A total of one hundred ( 100) people were sampled at random from the

modern churches. The churches used for these purposeful sampling include the

Redeemed Christian Church, Living Faith Church, Christ Apostolic Church and

Faith foundation.

The first two· (2) churches _are
in Basso Local Government area while the

· M' a Lo?al Government area. In all, one hundred ( l 00)
other two (2) are in urn -

. . d' ·b t d to modern churches one questionnaires per a person
questionnaires were 1stn u e

for the benefit of the researchers.

, I

METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION.
.

.?
•

·

11 cting data and 111format10n for the purpose
The main instrument used in co e

.
-

.

· The researchers gave out copies of the
. k

.

Quest10nnaire.of this research wor IS

1
f which all are Chrisüan bréthren

. . ndred (100) peop e o
.

quest1onnaire to one hu
d the investigative interview method

The researchers use
-

Within Minna metro'polís. ·

it afford tl.ie respondents the freedom oi
.

. t" onnaire because
in preparing the ques 1
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and expression. The result become very useful information gathered from
for the purpose of this research work.

As it can be seen from the distributing ,opinions and feelings in the
researchers proves to be effective especially in the area of eliciting frank and point
blank responses by the various respondents that may not sorne times be willing to
answer some. of the que·stions as relating to the problems facing modern churches.
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£.IIAPT.E_R___FoURPRESENTATIONOF DATA-+
?'
_¡

.
4.1

7

--I.ILi

The statistical
techniques app¡1·ed 1·n h'

¡ d t n
t 1s study to ana yze a a 1s 1percentages.

The responses of the
resp?ndents are statistically analyzed and expressed inpercentages.

4.2 For the purpose of clarity and logical presentation therefore, the datacollected and considered very imperative for the research are presented in tables and
analyzed in statistical percentages for easy comprehension.

THE RESULTS.

TABLE I. QUESTION I.

Are you Jiving in Minna?

RESPONSE.

YES

NO

? NEUTRAL

1L TOTAL

Table! above indicate that

respondents representing 6%

Neutral.

TABLE 2 QUESTIONSl:
Are you a Christian?

r---
RESPONSE

-
YES

PERCENTAGES 7RESPONDENT

89 93%

6 6%

I%

96 100%
I

representing 93% said Yes, 689 respondents

said No while 1 respondent representing I% is

----'--r-·.RºESPONDENT
96

J
-NO

?-
-NEUTRA?----

TOTAL

o

PERCENTAGES

100%

0%

0%

100%
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1r
?I

'•T.i,i,2 •hov, indi,.,, that96 re, . : ·

;;;,;
·

Respondent said No d
pondents

representing 100% said Yes while none

?
an none rdpondent is Neutral.

?-

t
?_:,_;

Have you ever attended or worsh' .

r
1P m any modern church ?

1

I

RESPONSE.
RESPONDENT

::,
,-- YEis.s:----__:__:_-=-:._:_·=?-

?-

'

TABLE 3 QUESTIONS 3:

92
NO

4

NEUT?R?ATL-------0--
TOTAhlL-------96--

96%

4%

0%

100%

Table 3 above indicates that 92 respondents representing 96% said Yes, 4

respondents representing 4% say No. while no respondent is Neutral.

TABLE 4 QUESTIONS 4:

Do you agree that modernization' is the new way of doing things or new Innovation?
I RESPONSE
I

YES

r NO
I

' NEUTRAL

L TOTAL

PERCENTAGES

RESPONDENT PERCENTAGES

85 89%

9 9%
---,-

2 2%

96 100%

Table 4 above indicates that 85 responJents representine:, 2')% said Yes, 9

. N 11.1 7 respondents representing 2% are Neutral.
respondents 9% said o w I e -
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ffABLE 5 QUESTIONS5.'
i ?odern churches are the ne.:r w generation chu. h; Do you agree?

le es that have Pentecostal orientation.
?-:
3'
='
?-

t
-l.

---
RES'ºPO'ñN?D;:;-:E::::N:-:=T=---?

----;;7:;;-0----?
NO?----......L._.:....___;:___

21
NEUTRAML-----c;--?--

5

TOTAL-;------?--?
_

96 100%
Table 5 above indicates that 70 d

, rTspoi;i
ents representing 73% said yes, 12

respondents representing 22'1/c ·ct N ·
•0 sai o while 5 respondents represcntrng 5% were

Neutral.

RESPONSE

YES

=t 22%

5%

TABLE 6 QUESTIONS6:

Does modernization· improve the spiritual life of the-people?

PERCENTAGES

73%

RESPONSE- RESPONDENT PERCENTAGES

YES 46 48%

NO 36 37.5%

NEUTRAL 14 14.5%

TOTAL 96 100%

that 46 respondents representing 48% Said yes, 36
Table 6 above indicates

37.5% said No while 14 respondents representing
respondents representing

14.5%were Neutral.
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TABLE 7 QUESTIONS7.

¡E ¡\re you satisfied with the s
.

.

;te ocia] hfe of the ·
.

?t Minna?
people m the Pentecostal churches m

3·
-

RESPONSE --+

i -
YES

?-- __ R1r.E;-,:;S?P?O:-:N:=:-D-E_N_T'----

m

?,-
?'
?

PERCENTAGES

7

NO
40

40
NEUTRAUL;-------_;_ __

16

TOTAL¡-:--:------9-6-

41.5%

41.5%

17%

,
Table 7 above indicates that 40 respondents representing 41.5% said Yes, 40

respondents representing 41.5%" s?id No wliºile 16 respondents representing I 7%

100%

were Neutral.

TABLE 8 QUESTIONS 8

In your own opinion, can you say that modern churches in Minna

Have improved the propagation of the gospel within Minna?

RESPONSE RESPONDENT PERCENTAGES

YES 56 58.5%
?

29 30%NO

NEUTRAL II 11.5%

TOTAL 96 100%

·

.
.

h t 36 r;spondents representing 58.5% Said Yes, 29
Table 8 above md1cates t a

•

001
.

d No while 11 respondents representing 11.5%

respondents representing 3 10 sat

Were Neutral
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s a Christian, can you· say
.;

YOt,t are fed u .

·

r,(Iv1inna?
· p w1th the problems facing churches in

1·---RESPONSEE---?RErus:iñp;;:;O?N;::,DE::-::N'":""T?-?
· I'.--- YES PERCENT AGES

1-
..Í{ NO

,= ?::t?------:::--;__

34 35.5%

53%

11.5%

100%

= Table 9 above indicates that 34 respondents representing 35.5% Said Yes, 51

=. respondents represe'nting 53% said_ No wh'ile 11
_

respondents representing 11.5%

were Neutral.
d
7

- TABLE 10 QUESTIONS10:

Without fear or favor, can you say tlu¡t the modern churches in Minna
I

I-lave positively affected other churches?

RESPONDENT

66

15

15

?

?

RESPONSE

YES

NO

NEUTRAL.
___ _:___---;::96-;;---:-

PERCENT AGES

69%

15.5%

15.5%

100%
TOTAL

.
. that 66 respondei?senting 69% said Yes, 15

Table 1 O above 111d1cates .

.

d N while ¡ 5 respondents represent111g l 5.5%

respondents representing 15.5% sai 0

were Neutral·.
I
i
9
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LE 11 QUESTIONS11.

!;}fyes, in what way do they affect othe h .

lIt. . re u1c1es?-;....--- RESPON:SSEE

--:R?Eiiisiiipuo'"N?D;;E;N?T:---?PERCENTAGES¡-
,--
i¡--
ii·
·-
j
ã-

Spirituality .

--
46

Morality
23

Socially
23

Nautical
17

Total
109

23%

24%

24%

18%

107%

Table 11 question 11 indicates that 46 respondents representing 23% view
the impact as spiritual,23 respondents representing 24% view the impact as moral

'

impact while another 23 respondents representing 24% view the impact as social.

Also 17 respondent? representing 18% were Neutral

TABLE 12 QUESTION12:
.,i

'
Does the daily increase of modern churches in Minna reduce the high level

Of immorality among our youth in Minna metropolis?

I RESPONSE I· -?IRESPONDENT

31YES
54NO
IINEUTRAL

96_- 96

PERCENTAGES

32%

56%

12%

100%
TOTAL -----:.:::-;:;:?,.,, t' g 32% said Yes, 54

.
. that ' 31 respondents re.presen

m
.Table 12 above rnd1cates

·¡ 11 respondents representmg 12% were
.

. 56% said No wh1 e

respondents representmg
·

Neutral.
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.ABLE 13 QUESTIONS13:

" can leadership problem be the .

i:i;C l11aJor factor b
·

·

?.\.. d n chLtrche
·

M' nngmg about church splitting among
!!-,mo er s ln tnna town?

'

?- RESPONS:EE?--??=::=------
ãff RESPONDENTj,- YES
it- 30

5' NO
53

? - r-----------
? NEUTRAL .

13

TOTAL 96

PERCENTAGES

31%

55.5%

13.5%

:f Table 13 above indicates that ,30
-t

respondents representing 3 I% said Yes, 53
;

respondents representing 55.5% said No white 13 respondents representingl3.5%
were neutral.

100%

TABLE 14 QUESTIONS 1'4: '

Can the problems facing modem churches in Minna town be attributed to the love

of money among the leaders?

RESPONSE RESPONDENT PERCENTAGES

YES 41 42.5%

NO 37 38.5%

NEUTRAL I 8 19%

96 100%
TOTAL

?

. .

_1
41 respondents representing 42.5% said Yes, 37

Total 14 above indicates nat
.

•

.

8. so/c' said No white 1·s respondents representing 19%

respondents representmg 3 ·
0

were neutral.

TABLE 15 QUESTION 15:
.

h rid money cannot be seperated?
h b ]ieve that churc a ,

Are you one of those W O e
.

d t representing 34% said Yes, 47
.

33 respon en s
.

.

Table 15 above indicates thªt
.

16 espondents representing 17% were
.

. 49% said No while r

respondents representmg

Neutral.
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.
TABLE 16 QUESTIONS16:

I'. Can
m?ney

be the. number o??.Problem that top' s other issues in tl1e cl1u1·cl1
-;iJ; discussion?

¡--RESPON-:-:S=E-----
• YES

U??O?N?D?E?N?T?--

1: ??2;-;-1----
Si NO

I NEUTRALL-----?5?9--?
9;.

16

?· TOTAL------9-6-?

PERCENTAGES

22%

61%

17%

Table 16 above indicates that 21 respondents representing 22% said yes, 59

respondents representing· 6 J °1í
·

d ¡

·

·

•

0 sai no w 1Ile 16 respondents representmg 1 7%were

neutral.

100%

TABLE 17 QUESTION17:

Doctrine has been seen to .be t)1e way which people worship and practice their

religion. In your own opinion are you satisfy with the doctrines of modern churches

in Minna?

RESPONSE RESPONDENT PERCENT AGES

YES 35 36%

NO
40 42%

21 22%
NEUTRAL

96 100%
TOTAL

h 35 respondents representing 36% said Yes, 40

Table 17 bove indicates t at
J

,a ·

'd No while 21 respondent representmg 22% were
· 42% sai

respondents representing

Neutral.
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LE 18 QUESTIONS18:

fa·tfbalism can cause church splitr
•":: ·=----- ing. Do you agree?r-RESPONSE ·

i----- - RESPPiO?N;:,;D?E;:;--;N:-::T:::------P-E-RCENTAGES

l?:=NE;?AL:,: :::
.

- TOTAL
96 5?I·•-- -?;::_:--;:;::-:?:;::-.----- 1001/o

... Table 18 above indicates thatJ69 ·.

;;\· 1espondents representing 72% said Yes, 22
i respondents representing 23% s

·

d N
¡

·

s ª1 o w 1Ile 5 respondents representing 5% were

j Neutral.

?=' TABLE 19 QUESTION 19:..
= Tribalism brings disunity in the

?h\1rch today. Do yóu agree?

RESPONSE· RESPONDENT · PERCENTAGES

YES 85 89%

NO 8 8%

NEUTRAL 3 3%
I

-

9ó 100%TOTAL

:: Table 19 above indicates that 85 respondents representing 89% said y cs, 8

.

go1 ·c1 No while 3 respondents representing 3% were
?

respondents representing 1° sai

Neutral.
?"
:i TABLE 20 QUESTION 20:

,

·

.•
d of worship m modern churches. Do

; . " with the mo e

Tradition and culture mtenere
.,

.

_, You agree? PERCENT AGES
? r--- . RESPONDENT 72%

_ r--RESPONSE 69
¡ 7%

? L_____ YES
1 ¡

·

'

16-------- 11 %
: --- NO .? --===:==-?-100%;;;; -----NEUTRA_L_- 96

. enting 72% said Yes, 16

i -;;:-___ TOTAL.__ respondents
repies

,? .· Table 20 above indicates that
'??:i.;"'•
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ndents representing 17% said No while 11 Respondents representing 1 lo/o
e Neutral.

I
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. 'ClIAPT
.

SUMMARY, CONCLUS·
ER FIVE

.

SION AND
·

This concluding cha t .

RECOMMENDATION
p er discusses th .

¡¡g.
Conclusions are drawn on th b

.

e findmgs of the research work

I
. e as1s of the results obtained

,

given to avert the problems 'of J

d
,

.

• Recommendations are

I·.·
mo ern churcl

.

M'
e made on possible

·

1es 111 u111a. Also recommendations

I
ar ways of resolvin ti

.

,

d

g 1e issue of denomination in the church of

I :.:
i

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
This research work invest" :

t d 1
. iga e t 1e causes of problems in modern churches

as it affects the spiritual growtl
·

f ti I

'

· ·

1 o 1e peop e. The findmgs of this research

revealed that there were one hundred (I 00) people sampled at random from the

modern churches. The researchers gave out copies of the Questíonr,.::ir::- to these

one hundred ( I 00) people' of 1which all are Christian brethrens within Minna

metropolis. It was discovered from the findings in table I t!ú1t most of the people

are living in Minna.

The findings in table 7 agrees that people are not satisfied with the social life

of the people in Pentecostal church. This also agrees with the observation of the

I

·

bl 8 ti t odern' cliurches have improved the propagation of the

peop e 111 ta e 1a m :

.

·

•
. bl ¡ o agrees that modern Churches have affected other

gospel. The findings 111 ta e

.

¡
·. o int of view in table I 3 shows that leadership is

churches spiritually. Also 111 t 1e11 P
,

"

.
, .·

. out church splitting among modern churcnes. 1 able

not the maJor tactor b1111g111g
ab

. . .
.

.
, J

'

t be separated.
Tl11S 1s also show m table I 6

15 h nd church canno
s ow that money a

that top other issue:; in the church.

. ber one problems
that money 1s not the num

t ble which is table 20, shows that

.
din s in the last a ,

.
. .

.

Fmally, from the fin g
d f worship rn modern chu1éhes 111

fi
with the mo e o

tradition and culture inter ere

Minna metropolis. ,
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Modern churches ha .

ve gamed much rou

people today, because lead
g nd among the youth and wealthy

ers and founders of h

atmosphere that they will
,

·

.

t ese churches have created an

. never be sick and that Ch
. . .

in abundance. ..

.

r;Sttan will never suffer, but live

This write up is meant t o create awaren

to unite not sep
. t'

.

ess among the Christendom to be able

, .
aia 1011 m the body of Christ C .· .

the commandment f G
.

I

,

'
ht

isHan
should love one another with

0 od. When there is ·t
.

·

h I

urn Y, everything would be peaceful but

wit out ove there would be roble
. .

.

p ms Paul 111 his letter to the Ephesians talk about

u111ty. He gave a reason for this un· .
,

.

1ty 01 oneness. fhere 1s one God, one spirit, one

faith. There is one body of all ti Cl : . ,

1e 1ust1ans and that 1s the church, which is known

as the body of Christ (Ephesians 4:_
1- 7, 28)

Finally, let ?li genuine 'worshippers pray ,for a revival in the church,

particularly in our country and also act to make it come to pass There is a need for

all Christians to learn to trust in the Holy Spirit for directive and guidance

RECOMMENDATION
'

I

,

5.3 The church should wake up to it enviable role as an agent in which moral

valves, norms, and proper ethics are inculcated in the citizens o, its ;mrncdiate

society. It should realize that no matter how difficult it is for;, co opernte in certain

society, it must make its presence rele'.'m,t by bemg the salt of that earth.

The church should not relent in it's efforts to reintroduce itself to the society.

More so the church should be careful not to destroy itself. .It must stay united and

,

'

.

formidable, she must see the springing up of new church organization as a means of

added strength and not division or segregations. It should learn to hold on her own

rather than joining forces witn exten".inators
to quench the force of love and power.

Therefore, the following r?c01nmendation is to atTest the cause of problem in

modern churches and to restore and reconcile the body of Christ together.

I
-?

r
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BJ,__ p,,ach;,g prnspe,;1y,. Th

., .

.

e church should be

.? the detriment (expense) f
,

1

,

careful not to prea h
.

ê
O preaching sal

.
.

e prosperity at

g·
1

b
.

vatton and h I'

j."
t 1e num er one pnority in God' .

0 mess to mankind for this is

-:¡

s agenda for the ch

?
---- Lust (Adultery $ fornication)·- It .

h

urch.

. is t e respo 'bT
against adultery $ fornic f .

nSi 1 ity of every Pastor to preach

.
.

a ion m the bod Ch
.

?·
111tens1fy the campaign

.

y nSl. The government should also

agamst HIV/AIDS and al
. . .

level. This is to allow th ,

.

s.o bnngmg it to the grass root

.

e message sink into l

.

Religion bodies should 1

.

ev?1y 1eart espectally the youth.

a so try as much as the Id
.

and single !adie ti d

Y cou to encourage the smgle men

s m partners and Marr Th
.

1 h
.

y. e people should learn to remain only

wit 1 t eir spouses.

To the Ch· ·
1

·
'

nst1an, you, should remember that the bible says that your body is

the temple of the living God (R
.

1,.,.
"

· o mans ~. 1 ,2) I beseech you therefore to present

your bodies a living sacrifice 1 1

. bl
. .

,
10 Y, accepta e unto God, wh•ch 1? vour reasonable

service"

·

--- Time management:
?

Many Christians have been observed to be so careless

about time management. For Cliri;tian to improve o? time management, we have to

wake up from our slumbering. This attituC.:e has aff?cted churches in many ways, if

time management is not properly taken care of by the church of GoJ, it will

continue to be a problem of it's own drawing the hand of the clock backward.

--- Leadership style:
- Go'od lead?rs should not practice top-down autocratic

leadership style rather practice
democratic leadership. A leader shG?:lc! not be a

dictatorial leader, but partner in the church.

___ Money: _ If God has particularly assigned us to manage r"uch earthly wealth in

this life, we must be extra careful to avoid being ensured by it. You cannot afford

to take things for granted. Ricl1es· have a tendency.
of bloating a man's heart. Do

not permit riches to deceitfully blow you up into the size of a camel.

Finally, As a Christian humble yourself before God and men, be obedient to

the word of God and always ask God for understanding and w:;,\o,.? on how to live

a holy life ..

F

r
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QlJ:£STI0NNAIRE
¡_

Are you living in Minna?

2. Are you a Christian?

APPENDIX

3.

4.

5

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12

14.

15.

16.

Have you ever attended w?r?h- . .

.

tp many modern church?Do you agree that moderni?at' .

·

. .

ton is the new way of doing things or new
10novat1on?

Modem churches are the new .
.

• •
•

J

• geneiat1on churches that have Pentecostal
onentat1on. Do you agree?

Does modernization improve the spiritual life of the people?
Are you satisfied with the social life of the people in the Pentecoslal churches

in Minna?

In your own' opinion, can _you say that modern churches in Minna have

improved the propagation of gospel within Minna?

As a Christian, can you say you are fed up with the problems facing churches

in Minna?

Without fear or favor, can yot! say that the modern churches in Minna have

. )

positively affected other churches?

If .

1 t ay do they affect other churches?
yes, 111 w 1a w

.
. f odern churches in Minna reduce thi:: high level of

Does the daily mcrease O m

.

¡·
. M' r1a 111etropolis?unmora 1ty 111 in

.
.

.

I

·

or factor br-mgmg abr,.1t church

Can leadership problem be t
,1e

maJ

. . churches in Minna town?
Sphttmg amo!Jg

.

1
·ches in Minna town be attributed to the

. niodern c 1u1

Can the problems facmg

the leaders?
love of money among

h
. hand money cannot be separatéd?

o believe that c mc
.

. .

Are you of those wh
.

J

'

blem that tops other issue m the church
ber one pro

Can money be the num
.

discussion?
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18.

19.

20.

·

h b

.
·

ti eir

Doctnne as een seen to be the way which people worslup and practice 1

I.
· ·

I ·

·
· ·

·

f 10dern

re 1g1on. n you1 own
op1¡111on; are your satisfy with the doctrine O 11

churches in Minna.
Tribalism can cause church splitting. Do you agree?Tribalism bririgs disunity int.he church today. Do you ágree?.

h'
.

odern churches.

Tradition and culture interfere with the mode ofwors 1p mmDo you agree?
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