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OHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION1

The aim/intention of writing this project is to

give future researchers the knowledge of socio and

cultural practice of the people of Gbogifu after

research through our leaders and historian about

life of Gbogifu people.

Gbogifu is a village as far as we know there few

religions record written about socio cultural activities

of Gbogifu.
We therefore decide to write on fascinating of

Gbogifu pe0ple.
With this project the reader will be fully convinced

that despite the foreign ideas and customs the way of liv

and customs of Gbogifu people is still fresh or refuse to

fade away.

Of recent in some cities, town and villages Nupe

have neglected their socio cultural ways of lives for

western culture this could be seen in their mode of

dressing respect for parent leaders and the way they go

about their courtship and even the celebration of D.8111?,

ceremonies. A foreigner to Gbogifu need not to ask about

socio-cultural and religions norm.

see portray (their dressing speech the food they eat and

• II ? ; I I II ? I
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mode in which they seek and organize marriages and

ceremony is the example of typical Gbogifu man and

the mode of intBraction between the people

that is difficult to identify two foes.

The Gbogifu peole are accommodating obedient

generous, polite they are renown for their generosity.

.. . . .



Ohapter three deais with some popule.X aspect of

the practice of ubogifu people such a? marriage seeking

engagement bride price.

1•1arriagti ceremony unreeling the bride and other.

While chapter four d?als with pr8r-;n?_ncy naming ceremony,

child upbringinc;. vhapter five deal with

and conclusion.
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OBJBUTIVE OF Ttl.E s•rUDY

·!!he wain objective o! s,:;udy are to provide

kn owl ed,;e of socio-cul "turai. aud re.1.i.gious .Li ve1:1

it will enable researchers to knov1 the meaning of socio-

cultural an.1 re1:Le;ion!'l -,spect of the lives of these

¡;,c,opl e.

'rh•= ,,?o,,le ,,,ill 'l.130 lJ,ô hir?h li?htone<l fl.bout the

I¡;

t

à

1
1

?:
7

pc>ide in npholclini:; ?o onP.'3 ::10:::i<i .;,1'. \01_12.•al norms despite

•:.1 ns t; ,_:? i-"n cilL 1:;,_1 :"t? º

l'he p?•o.j-JIJ\; ,,.'i.ll _1, J'J .?.', 1 ) ,.:· ,1?11,,? a3•Jec':; of

li·.r·.??, (Jf +-;h.-? i,1:.ll,..1l0 .':"Ll 'l.;·· :--.::L.L-,.s-i_ .1.1·ti.'luenc1?.J 3Q--n0

131"> :3°
l; ? •

,3IGN1JJ'I0/i.l.{0.cl ül!' filli J.1:ü'Dl'.

·.('his stuJ.y is v-c17 si,:niCi_c?.,,:; \J,,,,;.-,_use it de:J.ls

with the e.di''-,ct; of :::-,,li,;.,0•1. 'l.tvl êl'-";?<_l-c;,üc--ural pr-:,.ctice

of the p 30,Jle of Gbo;ifu e, r,;, ',ü.,';;r•j_c,i1 background.

¡
?
l
?-

socio-cultural practice etc., therefore this study is

?
?
?

si¡,;nificant in many way.

This is very signific11.nt :;o :;110 stuúent of history

:i_l; w:Lll ncJ:Ür3? them in lmo,.ün,:, th, iüutorical tiit.êk1!,1'0uffl.

I
-

oi the people ot u-bogifu.

'l.:hiB stud.Y i:ci signüicant to ,:;ue student of Islamic

Studies because it wiJl a:3si9t; them in knowing the

religions aml c1ocic>-cttll::ura.l p,•·1?';L,10 of people Gbogif'u;'

t
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The study is to help tue student of sociology

because it will assist them in knowíns the socio-

cultural practice and reli¡,;ions li\f'ê:J of the people

or Gbor?iru.

The stucly in si1c,niflc,1.nt :o t:lrn 1,qman on the

street 1:,,'c.·,.us-.10 it will help lti•n 1tao•.1 l;he 3ocio-cu.ltural

dTATEMENTOF THE PROBLEM

'rhe problems so1,,cd in this :::-osearch are many but

the salient one¡; '1.re a:; ro110,.,s:

1. '-/hat ia the historicsl b.?.clq:;rournl of the

pe,y.i 1 e of Gbor:Jf,i?

20 1u wuat way does Islam contributes to ways

of life of the people of Gbo?ifu¥.

3. 'I/hat are the socio cltli;i11'al practices of

the people of Gbogifu?

Wilat is tne deiini'tion of socio cultural

practice.

HYFOTHESIS1

1.

2.

Gbogifu has a historic:il orir;in.

R•,üigion has no imp'l.Gt on the socio-

cultural pr:i'ctice of th<:o people of Gbogifu.

3. Marriae;e alld namin;,; 03rem011.ies Rre mainly

br.i.sed on cultural b:,clcc;round of the pe0ple

of Gbogifu.
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4. The p<::ople of Gbo'.';if•.t h'l.'10 no traditional

J\.JüP.C: ANU Ui::LlMl'l'A'rION Oi!' fü_¡,; H'LlJJi'."

'.L'his sl;udy covers l;!1c :'•-•:?·'"<-'''ºh 01'. 1-),£' -relip;i.on

,

·-:i,.
l 1' :• r 1}boc;ifn from

l:!}·J1?·.i ·:. _c:,,a till Islar? and the imp·,c\; IslaJO h'3.d on the

local co·?1\u.nit;¡,

·.che ae.1.iwil.a?ion or this research iB

is only restricted to ·Jborifu •riiL,';•?•

may be mad.e to ce-rtain oownunit:i?1 1)31,ause or th2ir

...i_TEKA'flJRI' lt&vln'
Tne st?dJr is an in dept r??etl.1'ch

present de.¡ sooio--cultur!ll. religions life of the pe0ple

of Gbogifu.
The literature review will focus on Loth

auu present socio--cult.ural and religions life

people•
?ccording to Mallara dhaba Gbq;ifu when discussing

marriage ceremoey in Gbogifu ( 1983) pr-\l.;e 1, •a serious

soei.al issue in Gbogifu was spread. o.C a white cloth to

consummate marriage iu oraer to de?ermine the cua»tity
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of virginity of the r;irl by drops or blood".

,\n important as,iect that provokes attention is the

impact of relir,ion on tho exi'Jtinr; r.1oc:í,o--cult;ural atti-

tudes of the Gborifu peor,le,

,\s studied Shaba Gbo¡,;ifu ( 19G3; P.19) while

tinr; a paper on ma1,?it1ge in Gbo:;ifu 11ihe pre:;ent day

Gbor:;ifu you\;h l;end to pr,,feri t;o ,))loo·,•? Girls of their

choic,;-s than allo1, parents tD clloQSS for them".

Amon(5 trie youths of 1,1,or;i.êu -).l' -_-::10 ·,ere àlre,3.dy

(i.e. ·.?i v"s ch osan '.Jy ,1'1.r'ê',t .'·J1' their c;rooms) and

amoli!S every tweu?Y m11.L·ri9.tt;es about seven often breaks?

'rhis is due to absence of courtship between the boys

and girls before marriage the parent; decide who marries

who the boy pay saddq i, e. dowry 1;o the ¡;irl as Allah

say "Give toe womt1.n on ¦arriage tneir dower as obligatic;n

i
_£,

ij
..

q 414.

Further worlc on so cio- cul tu.ra..l li ves or the GbogifU

people is put .forv1ard by Ustaz .U? using Isa Uuhu"s

paper presentation ( 1979 par;e 3) at an annual youth'

symposium '1ovcr t;wenty percent of the mnrri.ap;en in

G1)o¡,;ifu in'the J.rJ_st two J.ecRden lnVG J.insolved.

11.ouseholds no•,,r 0,:i:-its a ,)iV"or,}''• ThiG is because those

111ar1•i,:,r,;ea were not done on the sound foundation of love

o.:nd admiration.-
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tlri.1\{ c»il?i.oi:]:I h:tVt·1 b,0n 1r::,i.l.,.,t .n¡_;:ün:.1!; 1:tie

11:--:ti-::lc·U '1ociu-,.?u1 ::1.1.?.:.:.-.l !_:.i"r,-:!:J ,J:· ?1;.? '"' (Yi)le of (lbor_;i.Cu•

n.U.uji ,'. .cu ( 1 fib) wrutc i1' ':lt, Gn:;lciyn. tafi

]:o!)u r:1_· .,.·\-/ryr::.1.·1-?\/ 1?1;!:,., "r)70 ?h-1,1.:

:'.O h?,i
1-rh ?i.L: i:J iY\ ...

,o:·•;U'=-' O':'."' ·,-,'1•\?:

.Le :.houl,'l not only

l; c,_n· for?f:.".l_ther' s

:l:J:Í.llC:1 :y.1'u ?l:Jü 1:1:¡ "e C•)"S.i. :?e- ·''º- •:.c0,l.OIT1iC situation,

.i..: "· ff.:i.1-,•.i.n,.;o ',.'i:11 coul·. ?nci. J-..G'.: ?,, ti1.i.::1 only :i.ffuent

11.s,,\ •,.•.U l líl.9.::'.L'Y \·,hen" t'ie p::-o.:¿ ;.:i fi•o-n 11,;1.?.w0\•1au .c,mikpe"

1:pnti,ihe, Y:tworufndón, {a,,1op,:i. L.'•l<J .:u, J\.;,;rnworufada etê.,

8.re quite e·d10rcit,;.nt.

aheil?h H. Uhato. ( 1')0..S in "· ?•.1:i<lJY si,rmon) said the

way and ma.?nE.:r you d.r;.llt;!:;; a11?.i ct::l0'L1'?-l;c

monies is llidl I a ( innovation) ?he :aicholar ou:b rightly

condemns tlw g,1thering to,I8 t:1,?r or 1,1nn ond women to do

anything other t;l,;i,n ,·c,li·';ion:3 ,,.,,1, ·1<'\ 311 i.nnov-ation,

1Ul•,.h to t,l\1
·

proph?t:" ·,áves '' \n.l 3?0y quiently in your

houser?, ?.ni i:1sl:e ,i.ot a <i.:i.zzlinr:; ,.Us?J.,,.y, J.jJ«? i;ha-t; of

:i,

?
g
?

!
;?
i
?
ª

,;Jw ?o,T.",:::- ª;ine3 oC ir;no+:-:in,:·,' _,¿33: )3 olwiou,;ily no

mon;;- i:1 )•:lCl)t'nt;ed t;o:hy i)1 :,½0·:;i.:'•1 with011t invil;i,ng en

ai•tist to perfo1•m to the plet1su1:J u.;: ":;he cele'br:ibt (sl',

e::0,,11": ii, s•.1me f.,,,,., l1•,1use:., like houses of late

Imo.ms or uther renownc;d 81,eH;:hs u:L' c;cl1olorõ

?
-
I

IIJ
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Bala Tanko, a ntudent of Joeio1oc:y Univer:,ity of

Nil}.l'iü., Nmll:fl (LPr·ch ?C,01) viriYcc i,.L ur,c.n

Community council conderm1iJ]f': th,, "tio,.'Í\10" fcctival I Hee

,:ch ui:bJ· ·::1:1,h ;.j:•:"'· woriwo is an annual festival

Gbor:ifu u::;un..1Jy tlonc in tbc, f.iJ.,1; :!:J1: 1,ic, month of

Muharan. Young boys and ¡,;irls plr.;y and chase each other

l'li th fir•e, .\. t L; u:;,t. } J.?- done in the night and last for

!!.bout two weeks.

This project stands te chane;c positively som'= mnjor

tltuR•, socic-c11.J.·\:m·al eq,c' e: Gh··1 j,!r 1,q,lc thct l\re

crude burdensome and pri,mitiv•i smi'e c1UotRtions goes to

show tnat some aspects of their liv•?s u.o really tramps

on pc0opl0' s fu.nd.M<,JYtnJ huma!'. ::•lrl1t;:, •. Al.Jwe all .1.::i

students of Islamic stu<lies we see that sane aspects

harsh and d;o not confirm tu I,,lar.ii•.' t•:.:clür,r:.

o! the code of life which AJ..l,.1.lt•

thP 1uJ.ivErse, hé.'.r: rr:vrnlr,d .l'üJ' •:J:,,. cuidf\nce !Ílf mankind 01.
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conduct himself in fll,irness "Also in Q5917 Allah states

t?at "whatsoever th? messen¡,,ér gives you, take it, and

whatsoever he forbit you abstain from it' A hadith of

pro1>het (F. BU .R) supports this verse.·

"If anyone of you sees an evil, he must change it

with his hand. lf h? is not able ?o then be should do

so with his tongueo And if he i:3 not nble to then with

his heart anl that i? he 118,i.l,•J:Jt raith" reported by

-k
I iuslirn.

METHOD OLffi Y

'J'he m•Jthoi,J 1.1s<>l for •.ht1. c:.,!.l.•.!•?b.on in the compi-

liltion of this 1,:uf'.\: ::..ndu.J.•?:; :r?•J.l l·•.,';_: :-10urce:J of data

... 0.1.lection i.e. data al1:ee.dy cOl.1.ected regarding other

peoples factsani opinions seooniarJ data are also data

received on one or more e¡,ages i:rom tueir

data a1re,.dy col.1.e.,;?eu au<L tabula;;eu i. e data collected

from previous investiga?ion or re?earcu pro4?ct.

we choose ?o use the secoi:¥lary data collection

because of the following ad.vantai;esl?

1. va?a i? ob?aiuable in mucb ?reater \nük

?han theu other ua?& tuat aJlY re1:1•arciler

or te11.m 01 J:e1:1ei.rcuers will be able to

obtain from origimu. source.

2. It is st:tllctured so that the rea•ar?her

éa.a l?nore 1rr?1evant materials and use

only the data tuat ia related to bi.a work.
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.:..n .,_:]?-?- <le.finitio?

Also face to face interview and discussion to

obtain additional information for the study was conducte?

!or example, some elderly roen and traditional. title

holders were approached for detailed information on tbe

knowledge of the socio-cultural and religions lives ot

the people of Gbogifu.

Interview means meeting with someood1 tor to:rmal

consul tat ion or examination e.g. between employers am

appliàants for post, meeting of a reporters writers or

researcher with somebody whose views are needed.

The advantage of interview method is that it

for more satisfactory result than any other method but

the disadvantages of interview method is very costly.
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We choose to interview the elderly men because of

their ages they have seen or would haven seen

event of the society hence they would be able to tell

better history of socio-cultural practice of Gbogifu in

the past ccmpared to present day practices.

Traditional title holders were interview because

they were. The custodians of the traditions

and could also give a good history- of the

practice of Gbogifu and what it is today.

Important personalities, likes Utaz and Imams,

Scholars were also interviewed to obtain information on

the influence or religion on the socio-cultural practice

of the people of Gbogifu.

Written texts newspaper history books were also

source or additional and useful inforroation.
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CHAPTER TWO

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF GBOGIFU

Gbogifu was founded in 1862 when some Doke

Christians migrated from Doko and settled near the

river where they converted to islam. The village is

about 20 miles from Gbaran village.

Gbogifu was more of compound than a village in its

early years, it attracted more people to the river were

a huge opportunity for fishing.

As in every society when more settlers arrived the

need ror a village head arose this

order in the village.

Less than 10 years after the evolution of the villa

the prople were able to come together, and

he was to be crowed zbutsy otherwise known as a village

head the zhitsu was selected and his responsibilities

were to handle the affairs of the village such as fiah1n

farming land distribution of land cont1.ict resolution au

good huntingamust be carried out.

Mohammed Nma Kolo Mohammed Nma Kolo' s reigned from

186':l--1920 he was know f?r humanity and generosity a:s

was reported that no stranger visited Gbogifu and

empty banded during the regime of Mohammed Nma Kolo.

In 1921 a new Zhitsu was appointed by name Moh'd

YA'U he was a bit tough. It was during bis time that
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fishes were dying people believed that he was using

witch craft to kill the fishes the zhitsu died in 19'i'B.

Ibrahim Ndajuru succeded Moh'd YA'U. Ibrahim Ndajuru

was succeded by Usman Ndu Zhitsu who was very religions

and kind. He lived with people peacefully and loved

peace but died in 2001.

That brings about the present zhitsu

Baba who is ruling presently be is ruling with sincerity

he is faced with the problem of land dispute between

Lenfa and Gbogifu people. The two

themselves over the peace of land.

Originally the first zhitsu said the land belong to

the people of Gbogifu but Lenfa people disagree with

fact so they a.re still battling themselves about the

and about 3 people lost their lives that case

to High Court Minna, the layers in charge are

to resolve amieably.

It is worth nothing since the founding of Gbogiru - ,

Nupe dynasty all along there has been peaceful

between it big and snall neighbour though not without s01111

minor disagreement and dispute but resolved alllieably while

cases of land disputes, boundaries e
t,.

??:;;,·ar?:,ingto resolve them diplomatically ??,.v?
._,_,.... ·,

¡,

,?•-
,

,,\

?
s1GN•

•
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Climates Gbogifu has river .Etlu it's area cover up to

Patigi,·Gbogifu experience wet and dry season, the wet

season starts from April/May to October the village

experiences the heaviest rainfall in July and September.

The cold and dry harmattan winds usher in the

which gradually becomes hot between March and

rain.

Farmings Gbogifu is blessed with a vast fetile land;

therefore farming is the part of their occupation.

grow rice maize, Guinea-corn millet, cassava, groundnuts

and other cash crops.

Hunting; The people of Gbogifu BJ:'e also blessed with

animals they hunt for animals for their con9lmption so

also to trade some out.

Education: In Gbogifu village they have Makaranta i.e.

c¡uranic School where ?ranic lesson are thought,

Western IDiucation they go to neighboring village near

Gbogif'u called Obara about 20 miles away from Gbogi.fu thu

students go on Sunday and return home on Friday evel;liiig.

They stay over because of the distance,

Source of Waters The source of water sUpply in Gbogifu

is :E)iuc river where·peoplego to fetch water for domestic

use.



Fishings Is the major occupation of Gbogifu, they

catch fishes through U) main source - fixing of net

from night till day breàk.

2. Blocking certain portion of water the

fisher men will then put their hand.e into

the loamy soil of the river and start

searching for fish with their hands.

3. By Yeing Hooks- The fisher men, fix-hook

to the wrope then tie it to a strong stick,

they will then fix earth warm or tape worm

to the head so that when the fish starts

eating it the mouth gets hooked up.

THE MEANING OF SOOIO-UUL'l'URAL PRA.0'1'IUES

To simplify the meaning· of the term socio-cultura1

it is necessary to first define what is

for easy understanding of this project'?'

Socio: Is literally prefixed of societ1

1B ahortened f'or tile veM social i"t ¦tu41es tile 1>ebavioúr

er both man and animal liTilig in groups e.g.

social cattle's and man as social being that

in cities towns villa@•• and as couunication or

the aocial aspect of people shows how they live. What

they do bow things influence their life, people as well fl

traits or customs around them.
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Man does not live alone he lives in a place and

runong people where he live is his physical enviromnent

and both affects his life. More so men lives and works

in two types of surrounding. The surrounding

things created by nature is known as physical • 11111-,

e.g. water, land, climate vegeration and atmosphere

while social environment consist of things created by

e.g. culture, which includes dresses houses language

music religion education values and behaviour.

u;

Cu1ture1- is all, the art, beliefs social institution

e.t.c. and characteristic of a community race, bribe

etc., culture is the sum total of people
I

s way of life

it is usually passed on from one generation to another.

It can be grouped into material and non-material culture

material culture consista of products u; ••

on earth e.g. cutlasses, hoes, dress, carved·atatus,

literature etc. While non-matevials culture consist of

things that cannot be seen but which

of our ways of life e.g. religions languages. Music

Norms and values etc.· We have divergent culture in

Nigeria because we have several tribe or

R.ELlGIONS LIFE

1he·oelief in existence of super natural ruling

power, the creator and controlled of the entire universe

who has given man a spiritual nature, which continue to

exist after the death of the bodY•
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Religiona life is to have faith in one God and

worship according to the teaching of that religion and

be devoted to that one God.

Ones mode of behaviour or pattern of life according

to his religion in his religions life ones religion

stipulates his complete wey of life every religion

stipulates it's behavioural code,

The threê main religions in Nigeria arel

religion Christianity and Islamic religion.

FRE- ISLAMIC RELIGION A.ND SOCIO-CUL'l'URAL PRACTICES

Muhammed Nma Kolo ca.me with the gospel of one God

Allah and that prophet Mohammed (PBUH) is his messenger

this new faith was to the Gbogifu people as exactly ae

Prophet Moh81Dmed' s because even one of the Ehtsu h•d it

during his time he was using his own to stop people from

fishing,

Ega was used B1DOng farmers when they realize som&-

body fau,m product is good the place a charm or thunder

in the farmer just to destroy the fa.rm owner and the farm

product.
All these were wickness and evil practices l:IJIIPDg

the people of Gbogifu before Islam,

IMFAOT OF RELIGION ON SOCIO OUL'l'URA.L Ll.l!'E OF TliE PROPLE

OF G.llOOlFU

Befõre we dwell into the actual impact of socio-

cultural lives of Gbogifu, What is impact7
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When a new idea, method or theory is formed,

its wo?k ability tends to affect the old or existing

one. Impact is the result or influence of change.

Hówever impact can be àefined as the influence

resulting from a new idea or theory. It can be seen

also as a strong effect or an idea, or method on another

body. Also the introduction of science and technology in

Africa (through Western Education) has agreed influence

or impact on the crude or tra?itionaJ. Africa technology.

The local farm tools life hoes, cutlasses, donkeys and

cows used for farming was replaced with fertilizer e.g.

NPK urea etc.

One can also say that electricity has impact on

lives of many.

Religion:- Is one of various system of • • I I

based on the belief in the existence of a supernatural

ruling power, the creator and controller of universe, who

has given to man a spiritual nature which continues to

exist after the death of the body e.g. Islam Christianity

and traditional religion.

The people of Gbogifu a,re predominantly Mtlslims.

practice the religion of Islam as brought and taught by·

prophet Mohammed tSAW) a descendant of the qurashcian in

the Arabian Pensinsular.

The religion of Islam came to Nigeria through North

Africa. Islam teaches the belief in one omnipotent God
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Those who follow the code ,:_¿ur' an revealed by Allah

(SWT) because a Muslim (believer) and one who refuses to

follow it becames a Kafir (disbeliever).

A man joins the fold of Islam by honesty believing

in God and professing faith in the oneness of God and

the prophet hood of Muhammad (S?W) Both those beliefs

are epitomized in the declaration of 11Kalroatul Shahada11

in the la'ilaha'illah-lah muhammadir ur, Rasalullah.

There is no God except Allah( 8'ri'r) and Muhammad peace be

upon him and his messenger).

After that a Muslim must adhere to the following

1.

2,

3.

4.

???"--_

iSIGrv_
e>:',:\

•
.

', "vp

Sa.lat i,e to pray five times

d?·?!!.!_'".
.

-

/
'

Fast during the month of Ramadan (q?'---
__ ----:J._!,;-,.

A1lf',J1"'? ?.

zaltat ArmS giving if one has the means ?-=----

pillars of Islams

Belief in God Allah

5. Pilgrimage to Mecca when pne is capable of

doing so. So Islam is not only religion but

also a was of life it is this way of .life of

Islam that has impact on the socio-cul.t?al

life of the people of Gbogifu.-

The Islamic religion as practiced by the people

Gbogifu hàs impact on their socio-cultural aspect of

Dresses:- The traditional dresses elllong the people of

Gbogifu• was commonly "Bente" (little cloth coverin!5

the private parts) 11tóbigi11-the formed was wore by men
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while the later was to wore by women.

Men and women go about in their bente and tobigi

with their breast and hair uncovered until the advent

of Islam.

Islam came and replaced the traditional dresses

to more modest ones that covers all body, the men wear

kaltans with trouser and caps the elder wear it with

turbar the women wear dresses covering ankles covering

their dresses with veils gelle or

lslam made it compulsory on a Muslim woman to

cover her head completely and Islam forbids here

it. This was ciearly stated when the prophet (PBUH) had

the night journey from Mecca to Heavens (NISRA)· said I

saw a woman hanged by her hair and brain was bóiling

because of affliction, then Fatima

with her) ask. What was the deeds of that woman use

expose her hair to some distant maJl" reported by Al'

Trimidlu.
With this Muslims women in Gbogifu that must go

most be seen always in her veil or

for Allah said that the believe my women should cast

outer garment over their person, lwhen out of doors)

Qu.;;159 also Muslims reported that prophet {SA\11) as

saying. There were some women that use to wéar á

and transparent iresa and they will

nor ever reel 11s email.
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Laguage:- le an important aspect of culture it is
what distinguish one group from another the ??ople o!

Gbogifu speak Nu e

.

p and very few understands Hausa.

With Islam m j ·

a ority understand Arabic because is been

spoken in Quranic school so it helps • I U I

Marriage:- The legal union of a man and woman as

husband and wife is marr1· age. T his union or affairs

takes places all over the world. Th e manner, mode or

style differs according to tradition/customs religion

of where one belongs.
The then Gbogifu before the religion of Islam their

marriage was a Bida because they were converts so they

did not know much about the Islam i.e. marriage during

that time was easy because all th•Y do is when a boy

impregnate a girl they inform their parents and then

come together and agree on the date that the wedding will

take place while other do not pregnant a girl but àll

they need to do is to run away, with the girl, if after

telling his father the father do not agree.

run away with the girl with that for securing reason the

parent will send people to look for them and get them

married to each other.

The teenage boys and girls celebrate with their

parent and old men and women by drinking "Munge" palm

wine and dancing all together. With this.they àre husbaill

and wife forever as customs or tradition of those days
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demands. Islam sees marital life as an interesting and

a necessary institution not prescribed only for the

satisfaction of sesual appetite but it was intituted in

the first place as a safe guard against lewdness and

secondly as a means of procreation the legal basis for

marriage, prior to scholarly consensus and the sunnah is

sticb quranic verses as:

"A among his signs is this, that he created for

mates.from amongst yourselves, that ye may dwell in

tranquility with them, and he has put love and mercy

between your (hearts) verily in that are sign for those

who reflect" O you young people whoever can arford

marriage shôuld marry, for that will help him lower his ?

gaze and guard his; modesty ti. e private parts from

com.munity illegal sezual power'' reported by Abdullahi

Mas'ud Islam have commanded that we marry and of course

the· Islànlic way o!' marriage was preached by a quantity

of ustaz and Zhitsus who condlllliled the traditional ways

of marriage.
The mmariages according to Muslims rites were

established. Islam established

as necessary cimdition for marriage one is forbidden to

take in marriage his mothers daughters,

and maternal ?unta that the daughters of your brothers

t I I I• I
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ªnd s1sters, your foster mothers, your fostel'-sisters,
the mother of your wives, your step daughters who are

your charge, born of the wives with whom you have kin

tit is no ofi'ence to marry your step daughters if you.

have not consummated your marriage with their mother)
and the wives of your own begotten sons, you are also

forbidden to take in marriage two sister at once 1Allah

is i'orgiving and merciful"• 'rhe evil, indecent and

abominable tradition of the formar Gbogifu had no resel'-

vation in terms or who. marries who,

Marriage formula, Engagement:- Islam permits and recol!ll-

mends that the person who intends to get married

at the woman whom he has chosen to be his bride, Islam

does not recommend a man to get ma=ied blindly otherwise

he might be surprised with something he does not lile.

Abulturayrah reported. "I was with the prOphet when a

man came and told him that he was going to get married"

The prophet going to get married" The prophet (PBUH)

asked him "Did' you look at her" the man said 11No" the

Wolliy:- The quaidian no marriage contJJact

without the consent of the guardian.

Saqaq" Dowry, no marriage is valid without dowry.

It is determined by agreement in marriage contract. The

dowry is not only essential but a necessary condition tor

marriage as stated in the Qur' an Q4:4 that "Give the woman
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( on marriage) the dower as an bl · t 11o iga ion therefore
even if the woman agrees that the marriage could be

contracted without dowry, it will not be acceptable
by the Islamic jurist but she is at liberty to drop

any part or the dowry. The minimum amount required
by the lslamic law is a quarter of a gold dinar, which

is now equivalent to 22300 on thousand two hundred and

thirty three naira Nigeria currency.

Validity of the prospective husband wife. The

bride must be clear of the things that make her

unlawful she should not be 'forbidden to marry him

according to Islamic law for Allah prohibited marriage

between certain men and women as in Q4-. 22-23 "Hence fort

you shall not marry the woman who was married to your

father prophet said, "Go and have a look at her before

you get married".

Islam forbids a woman to give herself in marriage

there should be a guardian who at the engagement procee-

diqi; s where the man or groom is expected to give his - '

daughter's hands in marriage saying 111 seek you,

hand in marriage" the girl or bride will answer"

your hand in marriage" Her the guardian will say

you to my daughter" and her name should be mentioned.

The groom or his réprehensive will reply, "I accept her

marriage to me" The hadith of the prophet

by Ahmad saying substantiate.

II;
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E

This proceeding, "Marriage is invalid without a guardian
and two upright witnesses - invalid is a marriage without
a woman's guardian. The prophet (PBUH) repeated this

statement thrice. Today most marriage in Gbogifu is

conducted according to Muslim rites as discussed above.

I
I
I

I
'

I
.1
I
J



CHAPTER THREE

There are various aspects of the
of Gbogifu as it is with other ethru'c groups in Nigeria.
This chapter shall discuss the most interesting aspect
of life of the people of Gbogifu. Which is marriage.

Marriage.is one of the social institutions in our

society today. lt could be defined as the union of a

man and a woman as husband and wife. 'fhere are many

reasons for marriage. However, in Ni.geria
is to have children, other reasons include acting as a

comforter, a counselor to each other in every day life

improving the status of man and the woman etc.

In Gbogifu marriage system is mostly polygamous.

A man is entitled to 1·our wives.

The peopJ.e of Gbogifu practice any of the following

three kinds of marriages:

INTRA MARRIAGE1- Within•the same family this type oi'

marriage is usually found where the couple' s parents are

ln Order to keep the chain of relationship
related.

S·0c;ft¡ and economic, reasons, coursing are
for other ....,.

· • e 1?nct E1J:st1?,
encouraged to marry in .. up "' • .,

aae •"1tnin the family strenghtens its tie and
that marri'-'O ,.

. love and regard for reb.tionship.
increases

CUrtails the arduous task and at
marriage also

that follows the search of a girl for
argument

....

• u:. ..
•

:. t.
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from outside the family. In i tn ra (relationship)
marriage, it is also b 1·e ieved that money spent is consi-
dered money retained
marriage,
thing the

within the family. In this type of
there is not any difficulty at all, the only
family will do is to hold a meeting and get

their children married instead oi' going to another

family where a lot of money will be demanded.

YAWOSADQA"-CHARITY MARRIAGE: This type of marriage is

where the parents will conclude all necessary preparation
to marry out their daughter without telling the gi?l who

will be her husband. On the day of the marriage rites,
the marriage will be sét with the name of either the

the parents wish to give their daughter for marriage

the name of Muhammed, when they do not

name or the boy proposed to the girl. Everything is kept

under strict confidence,

In the evening the bride will be mounted on the back

of a horse; the ho•se will be led round the

b? b?r relatives, friends singing, charting and dancing

ºLahilla illalla, soko yi Etsu" i, e. there is no God but

Allah he is the king after ail· this formalities the bride

will be taken home. Where the father will name

d hter to as charity.
he wishes to give his. aug
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COURTSHIP MARRIAGEs When Islam ttlse ed in Gbogifu boys ,

and girls bégan to marrv on thev basis of free marriage
according to whishes, their first meeting usually starti11
with a simple love, which later grows to an extent
the two will th"nk1 of marriage from that time they will
start making approaches to each other about marriage.
boy will be giving her girts. ífost a time he will give
her money depending on the boys' capability.
MAlllilAG.l!i OF WIDOWS/DIVORUBES: lt is called "Kwopipachi"

in Gbogifu marriage it does not only involves teenagers·

but also women who losts their husbands through divorce.

The widow's are called "Ekpo" will divorcees are called

i
I

"Bazawura".

In most houses widows are being retained in their

first home9 the elders will meet in the process of her

"iddah" legal period of retirement and decides that a

younger brother to the deceased re-marries the woman.

It is common in Gbogifu because Islam pennits it. It

also allows the widow to stay and look after her children

There are situation where by if the widow marry outside

the house, she will be requested to stay in the house.

In this case she will only go to the husband's house

h ºks The husband will only be-allowed
anytime s e co •

entry into the house when she falls sick and cannot stand

to walk to see him.



For divorcees the cases are very r@lpant due to
marriage without courtshi.'p as practice in Gbogifu
Sadaqa" many girl hw O seek repudiation of marriage
contracts between their husbands.in the court of law
falls victims of not being re-married in Gbogifu. For

voluntarily divorces the woman she could be easily re-

married. In this situations parents do not often

influence their choice of new husbands in Gbogifu women

can still go back to her former. husband) house depending

on the pronouncement 01· divorce. llor

(Saki1Uku) the woman can not go back,

pronouncement the woman can go back to here

where the marriage rite is usually observed

the first marriage.

SEEKING FOR MARRIAGE IN GBOGIFU

In Gbogifu when the family of a boy

the hand of a girl in marriage for their son, they will

elders from the family who will in turn dis_,1
appoint two

and look for a responsible person within the neighbourho

as the Ndarina there representative or go-between. The

Ndarina stands between the boy's parents and the girls

t the end of the marriage procedures. At
parents up 0

th Ndarina while going to the girls house,
this state, e

"th t list 8-10 shillings and fifty
be will go Wl. ª

ª11ª.

• II• :. t •
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in those days, but nowadays
naira onJ.y 'After

a cash sum o_f five hundred

presenting th
l-ldarina will th

.
e money and kola nuts the

en deliver th
to the girls

e message of the boy's f th

parents or h.

a er

brother. They will

is representatives, usually h.

Bay for example. "W

is

Mallero Abubakar to

e are sent by

you. He is askin?

name and for

you in Allah's
the strengthening of relationship, to give

him the hand of your daughter Amina, Whem he wishes to

marry to his son Yahaya",

Then the Ndarina wi'll handover the

kola nuts to the girls parent,

money and the

who will in ret11rn, give

a fraction or the money and few oft he kola nuts to the

Ndarina that will prove th ta the messege has been delivere

And in return the girls parents will show their

tion and acceptance by saying, 11we have heard what you

said and we s?all send reply to your request",

After two daYs, Ndarima will go back to 'the girls'

parents with a cash SUD! of three hundred naira (ll3()0,00)

as a reminder if this money is accepted, it shows that

the matter is being given attention, But if the second

_present was returned to the Ntlarima it means that, the

,g:1.7,,l.s' r8111ily was not in favour of the marriage. After

i,thêr t;nree days Ndarima will go back. This time he

?t::'>
··

.
.

· w,itb another three hundred naira

for t?e .rather, Ope hundred ruiirâ

.: ..



the girl after
i

accepting
w ll be told th t

the, money, th
a by the .

e d

what the r1.·

',/J.!ls
elegates

nal de . .

of Allah

Aft
cision is from

• you will hoar

e:r: the gi 1

us soon"

.

r s parent
to give their

Ndarina will b e told,
interest of our grand

our daughter to his

have reached

hand .

an agreement
l.n marri

d

age, they will
an hear th e resuJ.t

tell M 11

on arrival,
a am Abubakar that in the

daughter's
send the Narina to go

parents". We are ready to give
son in marriac;e

In G

•

od name and his

W1. th 11 1

prophet (PBUH) we ar

a P easure

e ready and

you can come with all necessary needs

for marriage.

ENGAGEMEN'f: When this is d th
.

one, e Ndariman then

contitiués· with prayer's and different

the deceased

invocation for

great grãnd parents and all Muslims from

peophet Adam A. A to the last deceased.

The occasion ef F)nikpe gather all friends relatives'

an:l well-wishers of the boy t'rom the day onward. Amina

has by the customs of GbogifU and the teaching of the

.

llol,>' prophet (pBUH) bMº'" Yaba.Y•' s wif• •.S,daq"
i•

usuallY ten thousand naira,-eiglit thousand

six thousand naire dependins
on the decision

taJllil;Y the 1111p1ication
o! engegement

is

cóllle 0ut ro:rmerlY to ea$ he will w1sli



SADDQI THE BRIDE PRICE

Wha.t the parent of

in cash is e 11 d

the boy take to the girls parent
a e Saddaqi i.e. th e bride price or dower

in the present time things are indeed very expensive and

that is the reason why Saddaqi in Gbogifu
What will cost one shilling in those days cost above one

thousand naira at the present time.

In those 'day Baddaqi in Gbogifu

sever pounds. Bid around Six thousand Naira minimum and

Ten thousand Naira maximum depending on what

resolves Saddaqi could be paid install mentally or once.

Beside Saddaqi ia "Kpahshe" i,e buying of sets of

boxes containing expensive items ranging from cloths

jewelries, fool wear sets, Kpahshe is in

ding on the capability of the boy or his parents, though,

few eàucated girls do select the types of boxes and the

items they prefer for their boys some boys indeed will

present "Kpahtaya" the lat-est and expensive echolac boxes

with expênsiYe items enclosed while those who are not

financially buoyan present ordinary or the sub standard

"Kpahoto" with less costly items,

tAWORUFADAN
BRIDAL BATH

·Tne
_ bots ·párênt. having paid all agreed amount, a dat

bridal bath to mark the begging of

in Gbogi1'u on the eve ot the
ceremony

- • J

•



35.
On the day of yaworufadan ab"

water will be
1.g b

put on fi
owl filled with

1

re. This 1.·s

se dom in the
usuall

after
Y at down and

noon when th
back of the h

e water is hot it will be

ouse or bathroom
there and wait

• Ah ole woman

the br1.· de
customary pr

will be
.

ayers for bathing
called to th e bathroom by t he old woman

When the .girl reaches the bathroom

been waiting- the warm water will be

on her body. Then the old woman will start an

alarm of hurry lAyoo ') ty1. hree times indi"c t·

f.

a ing that the

irl has been caught and it will be her first step oi"

going to her matrimonial home. The slashing of water on

the girl is done th t ·

ree imes each follows by the killing

taken to the

will then go

and un expectedly.
the old woman has

splashed

of "Ayooyi".
The girl will then burst out caryi·ng d

·

an wailing

while crying a fiend of the bride, will receive calabash

from an old woman and then break it three times from that

point she knows she has became a bride it also signifies

that the bri.de is pure .because that birth is said to be

purity in Nupe land. After that woman within the

from husbands house and neighbourhoodwill gather in the

middle of the house "Z,hanpa" because the

colanut inviting them to the occasion.

People invited will get water in big

place calabash when bi ted will give a arum like sound one ?:

them will lead them in a song of praise followed by chorous:



by the rest of the women while they ·11
sing1.·

wi be dancing and
ng customary songs which are ve .

ry interesting indeed.
gather round the b 'd . .ri e, inside her room

Some friends will

singing, clapping dan dancing r d
,

oun her till about eight
o clock in the morn·ing.

YAWUPA OR WEDDING FATIHA

This is the wedding 1ao emnization i. e•, the religioni I

rite performed in ª weeding. As in case of Emipke of

Emipke engagement on the day of Yaworufadan or the

day as it was practiced, before people will gather at

"Katanba" of the girls house usually in the afternoon

immediately afterFriday prayer at two O'clock. The

will be the only one to wait form once he arrives. The

Yawopa begins with an opening pra;yer by the Iman leading

in prayers, the usually that of the town or areas as the

case may be.

After the opening prayer the Ndaliman will call the

Ndarina to enter and ask him openly "is the girl pregnant•

Thus he will ask three times before proceeding with the

Yawopa he will then ask the Ndarina the name of the

and the bride, the Ndarina will answer, for example the

name of the groom is Muha.Jllllled and name of the bride is

Amina, the Nadaliman will then say, for example the

solemnization of his daughter Amina and Mohammed as

and wife according to the traditions of Gbogifu and
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of the prophet lPBUH) and the
Naira paid" then h e will turn
"0 people you all hear

bride price of Ten thousand
to the congregation and

and bear me witness, the angels
This he will say f or three times and invok

Allah to bless th e marriage prayers !'or the peace and

security of the t own, prayers !'or prosperity for all in

all endeavours, prayers for

bear witness".

all decease Muslims rrom

prophet Adam
<.. AS) to date, prayers for

scholars of Lslam and prn?ers for safe~ journey back home

for those who have come from far and near to attend this

wedHng.
After the prayers, praise and blesses of Allah and

the peophet (FBUH) is song by a group of Madiwu i.e. Islam

sill@;ers, the Yawopa is uslaly the most important aspect

of marriage in Gbogifu are usually well attended praises,

flatter etc., are always in attendance to add colour to

the wedding.

Money and kolanuts are shared at end followed by

heavy refres?ent both at the house of the bride at the

groom's house.

'1.AWffiO MOV.Lm, THE BRIDE 'rü HER HUSBAND'¡, HOOSE

The ceremony is usuallY at night around eight

ers the Ndarina, other representative of

after·Ishai pray

the gro•'ª faI!lilY (men and women) and

nge vehicles, car; motorcycles bicycles

grooms will arra



including those who
h

are ready to break to the bride'souse early enough aft
,

, er Isha prayers. The parents ofthe bride will sit at the Kt ba am a, with the NdariDa andother representative of the groom's family and his friend'bayawatshi best man. This sitting is mainly for a formal
handing over or the bride to groom's parents and a ground
where the parents final·ly .

gives admonition to the bride t?
be a good ambassador, behave well etc.
bride will also use the forum to enjoin
groom to see their bride as trust and kindly handle her,

The pa?tnt of the

as they will hand their own daughter. In most case,
discussion ends in tears and after that the bride is
over to the Ndarina and the representative of the grooms,

parents and celebration begins at the groom's house.

On reach?ng the groom's house the bride will remain

in the car until the chief bridegroom settles the brides

friends 01· their demands money for the bride to enter the

grooms house and room meant for her in the grooms house

unless the chief bridegroom pays the money

before the bride enter the grooms house.

. . . -

the

YAWOWODZUN

·rãwowuozun/Unveilin is done, the following day of

wedding when the bride is taken to her husbands hoose.

these da.YB las it was practiced before) or all the

) the bride will be táken inside the
( as it ia toda.Y



house or the room where she 1.·s kept with her lead covered.
So at night at about eight 0, clock the
of the room where she is kept from the Unveiling ceremony.Since in the morning message must have be sent to
aunties and sisters "Nnayawo zhi" requesting them to come

and unveil the bride at eight 0' clock or only other time
convenient for them since it is· customarily the responsi-
bility of the Nnayawozhi to do the unveiling.

In the afternoon the bride friends will wash

their hair very ·nearly usually grooms friends will pay for

the plating of her brides' hair.

In the evening the Nnayawozhi will come as requesting

gorgeously in new cloths and glitteringto dress the bride

After the dressing beautiful mats
necklace round her neck.

courtyard for all Nnayowoshiwill be spfead all over the

relatives of the bride to sit on

sitted but
i.e. all women who are

to position where women are
bride will be lead

. seat as the case may be. A
. t or a cu ah ion

she will si
be dressed along with the

ill also
(Small girl) "Sauci" w

The Sauchi lives
t manner.

t·rul and elegan
bride in beau 1

.

grown up to take ª
the time she is

up the couples up to

husband too.

When the bride is brought

t until the
ill be snenw

en thn.t
to the bride op

nearer

t and seated the whole
ou

d
. 11 step out an

appointed wi

'1 and put it back
vei
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seeing the bride' 8 f ace, every bod 1 .

Y c aps this process is
repeated three times each fl

.

0 lowed with "Wulelle" yeding
of "ayooyi" expressing j oy immediately after the.third
process of opening the Veil coveri'ng t .he brides faces,
gifts and cash will be rained on the bride. This money

is called "Ewoyawzhunyelu" i.e. farewell clothe and gift.
Some give items or material e.g. clothe when everybody has

finished contributing out of the contributions, made by

friends of the groom. Some will be given to

remaining amount will be given to the bride.

of every contributors loudly mention, the names of the

groom's friend are not mention individually but

But all this thing are Bidi'a because is not allowed in

Islam and they spend many money is prophet said the most

· that which tittle money is spent.
blissful marriage is

. . . . .

,:11•:



CHAPTER FOOR

Pregnancy:- W
. .

p

e need to know h

regnancy is human .

w at pregnancy
in which

one or more

a woman carries
ova in the course

starts with f ertilization and

occurs when

have seen.

in her body

of develop tmen pregnancy

ends with delivery and it

a man and woman meets (make love) when they

When aw bornan ecomes pregnant f rorn early
starts observing some abnormal

is?

stage she

sign, like headache,

vomiting, feverish condition d d'epen ing on the individual

while some people do tno experience or fell anything.

woman who experience
.

ksic ness everything around not to be

interesting.
In Gbogifu village when a woman start experiencing

these signs or symptoms, she is expected to tell her

husband, the husband will then tell his mother or any

elderly person close to them (relatives) the mother will

ask her son how her daughter in ?aw

to bis mother, the mother will then

her daughter in law sow her menses, the elderly woman will

then tell the man that,his wife will soon be a mother.

After that the elderly woman will then go into the

bush to search for medicine (harbs) for the tratment of

.

. ( ickness during pregnancy) the woman

?orning sickness, s



Arter so111 e day
brought befo re the

.
Priest

incantations .

and he will
, sprinkles say all sorts of

body
some

and the ,
' substance

"-OCaJ. b b
on the Childs'

th
ar er will

e skin living no hair
herb the child's hair to

this little hair .

except on the center óf the headis called 11

child will the
tsotsoe;i". After that the

n be named
f

UsUally aft
o the family

er a deceased member
or as the .

priest ma.y decide
are not done until the

circumsisions
child has fully grown up at about

years of age circu . .

msicions

boys for boys the

blades to remove the foreskin

seven to eight
both girls and

(no ape
.

Cl.lie day) the child will be

were done for

local barbers use their
of the Denis and they are

usually done d ·

huring armattan seasons for the girls the

loca]. barbers "gozan" use -!;heir blades to remove the

coteries. Al tfiough,
· Islam met people of Gbogifu practici:

the act of cir cum sision only that children were allowed t,

overgrow bef'ore they are circumsised. An Hadith of

prophet lFBUH) reported by Al-Bahagi recommends circumsi-

sion 1·or
·

Muslim it states that "the prophet (FBUH) circum,

Al.-Hassan and Al-Hassain on the seventh da¡ ot· their birtl

What IslaJll recommend for Mu.slims when a baby is born

is clean in some prophetic hadiths 'Abu Rafi' related saw

Côlling to praYers in the ear of Al-

the prophet (FBHU) =

t • (may Allah be pleased with her)

Hassan Ibn Ali when Fa ima

. t d by Au Dawud in other badith
,

gave birth to Hum" repor e

a. bÓ" I brought him
· I born "'

"Abu Musa related, when
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before the prophet ( PBUH) who
his mouth with a date

named him Ibrahim, rubbed
supplicated Allah í' or him and thenTh'is was reported by Al-bukhari.
prophet stated that •an Animalshould be sacrificed whe bna aby is born reported by Al-

gave him back to me".
Another hadith of the

Bukhari.
For name giving Bukhari and Muslims reported the

prophet (PBUH) to have said, "the best neme in the sight
of Allah are Ab?dullah and Abdulralunan?

In gbogifu, when a child is born the "Wullelle" being
sounded three times is a replaced by call to prayer'in the

ears of the new born baby, rubbing the child' a mouth with

a date, supplicating 1·or the child, giving the good name,

and sacrií'icing a ram and circumcing the child in the

seventh day of their birth.

NAMING CEREMONIES: Names are words by which a person,

k nd called everything
animal place thin etc., are now a

· h ve names peculiar to
animal, plants and human beings a

nd called. These names are

onl which they are known a
Y

. th only the way and manners,
beings at bir ,

given to human
to the tradition/

. d·ffers according
which they are given 1

Place one belongs.
customs of the • da of mother

relative and, frien

On such occasions
. till evening relativ

f. om morning
gathers r

from far and near Suna" naming prayers
The 111.duwa

friends of the father•



are usually done at about 8.0•clock inshard at the end of the
the morning, is

prayers at attendances followedby refreshments, songs .

' praise singer and artists alllfattering the father f th0 e new child and his friendsttNdayensunnazhi" the praise singer
about four

the naming

comes and go uptill
O' clock when an fl.rtist will perform to commorate
of the new child to the pleasure and ecstasy

of the father' s friends and the mother's friends all

dancing, and rejoicing together till Maghrib time around

se-qen 0' clock in the evenine; when people begin to despised.

Intimate friends of the mother usually pass the night.

For every woman that attends the naming ceremony goes

back with a bowl of "ejezowa" i.e., cooked rice with beans

nd kids she has left since morning;soup for her husband a

"d of food depending on their
some do go with all ki s

relationship with the mother.

expensive and exotic they
The naming ceremony is

1 "EJ"eadua"ts for inviting peop 8•
kolanu

invitees of mothers friends"sacrifice ram,
f od for

food offer prayers, 0

th friend.SoNnayegizhi" fa er
spraYing the performing

for praYers,
"Ewoaduwa" money

. for the father and
•r rm dress"nkº" uni o

artist or singers
. eir friends etc., are

. eluding th
mother of the child in

places on himself.
d burden man

d regeous an
exorbitant, ol



The holy Q2: 2 33 state 11 No soul
on it greate t

shnll have br han it
a Urder lai·d

can bear,
unncecessary b t

All these
u some are

are not only
for

even Bºd (
example the whole

l. a innovation) in Islam i

ceremony
.

sM

,

not Washib (C
l. ustahah (

I

ompulsory) but
recommended ana!

will
failure t

·

not Only show h
o perform this ceremo

ow poor a f
to ridicule. Th

amily is but also evnose th
e Artist

. .,,

perform,1nce is Bid
tering of ram is

a the slaugh-
recommended b I

and dalicaish is
Y slam the provision of foo

sunnah of the prophet C SAW) is called
Walima.

GHILD UP GBRINGING:

Child upbringing is th e process oi· nurturing a child

from birth till maturity hwen the chid is old enough to

take care of him/herseld child upbrin¡¡ing in Islam is the

responsibility that solemnly carried out by the mother and

father as in other culture and religions, in Islam the

responsibility of bring up a child could be shared by

giving out the child to a foster mother who can breast

feed the child from birth to about a months the foster

mother is not just anybody but someone with good character

In Gbogifu the child upbringing carried by the

mother, right from birth the mother breast feed the child

up to about 18_20 months from that time the child start

like "Ese EkkUilÍ be anikuka" and ro:m
taking solid food



rice and to her foOda
.

, the mother
child gradually. . continues to train the

When the child
mother will put th .

is about three years the
ie child in a Qu

.
'

the child will
aram.e school "M k t

'

be taught I 1
a aran a"¡

When the child
s runic alphabets e.g.. etc?·

reaches the a .ge of seven the mother will
then teach the child ho tw o perform ablution she also
monitor the h'ldc 1 when performing ablution and prayers
she teaches the child h.. ow to respect elders parent and

people around them.

When the child. reaches the stage f t• o ma urity the

mother will tell the child the dos and • tnon for example

if the child is a female the mother will caution the

daughter not to get close to the opposite sex (have sex)

if she does she could be pregnant the mother goes ahead·

by telling her daughter that prayers are compulsory on

the daughter so also the daughter must fast during the

fasting period she is only allow not to fast when she is

h
· 11 compensate !'or the number or

on mensesses buts e wi

days's she missed later.
t of the responsibility or

'The father takes mos

also not forgetting to teach

training the male child so

fa..- till becomes complete grown up man.

him how to ... u,
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CHAP.I' ER FIVE

REDCMMENDATION,

Gbogifú i 9 Popularly
is al so called

thing of pride

called vill
the t

age of fishermen it
own of learned .

t
ones, it will b

o both th
e a

vill
e traditional ·

age head if Isl .

institution and
amic schools

mainly lslami .

are established to teach
e religions k nowledge in order

knowledge on the .

to impact

growing youths
Islamic conduct from the

encourage

youths.

reliGions knowledge and

infant stage this will as well

the reading and learning fto ajweed among the

Intensive ed ct·u a ion enlightenment should be launched

on discouragement of street hawking among young girls this

will go a long way in checking child abuse immoralities

like fornication etc. A serious step should be taken by

the Zhutsu of Gbogifu village along the line.

A powerful council of Ulama could be inaugurated to

check and intervene in cases of marriage of teenage girls

and widows against their wishes the ccxnmittee or council

could be empowered to approach parent of such girls when

the need arised to convince them and enlighten them on the

free choice in marriage, the Ulamas should be

house to hruse da'awah toneed 1·or

given logistics to embark on

educate and enlighten people on what social and cultural



49.

practices al lowed and
Most husbands do

wives

Which are prohibited
not kn

by Islam.

as most .

ow their r. h
wives al

ig ts ovér the.

th .

so do not
ir

eir husbands Th
know their right

• e Ul.am
s over

Most husbands t d

as CoUld also take up
o ay th•

this issue.
l.nk their d t

their wives whil
u y is only to feed

e most ·

·

wives also thl.nk'
l.S to cook f

that, their dutv
OOd for th .

.,

eir husband only.
Adult education 1casses should al

il
so be establish it

w 1 effect immediate change in the soci·ety f

f · ·

or example
amilies need to be educated on their responsibilities

towards themselves and wives towards their children

neighbours etc.

CONCLUSION1
·

What this project has tried to make elaborate is

Gbogifu yesterday and today in it's religions and socio

cultural practices GbogifU of Yesterday was compared to

pegans of Makkah during the advent o!' Islam. Clearly

Gbogifu was in the age of darkness when Mallam Shaba

comes with the message of one God Allah. Hence ·the pr0ple

of Gbogifu abandoned their old, crude way of worship and

tools to the worship of one God Allah up to date •

.
. uitural practice were greatly influenced

Their socio c

Islam question 1ike who marries who and how1

by advent of
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Were all answered the tYPical
a free choice anel

Gbogüu man now .

the married on
Payment or S

tion. The occasion of st ,
.

addaq seen as an obliga-
rippin"' th

b 'd 1
º e bride naked

ri a bath was replaced
for the

by bathinr:; I

wears and k
1ere wearing inner

nickers the cover up
method of co .

her sensitive part. The

nsuminatin? marriage before a waiting old
woman and or a pie ce of white cloth for

replaced with the mating ofi the bride

blood stain is

and groom secretly.
Cutrageous gatherings ? of men and women) and displaYs
during marriage and naming ceremonies have declined giving
way to Islamic style of banquests wolimat the Islamic

wolimat is less expensive than the exorbitant traditional

dances and money sprayed on singers in conlusion nothing

is done today in Gbogifu without weighine; it with Islam

what does Allah says about that deed and how did the

prophet (:FBHU) did it or what is Allah's Statement

matter of arf;Ument or what

(allowed or prohibited on a

H) Y about it. Are the questions
does the prophet· (PBU sa

ning the socio cultural lift

that determine most acts concer
.

of people of Gbogifu today?
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