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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION:

The aim/intention of writing thie project is to
glve future regearchers the knowledge of socio and
cultural practice of the people of Gbogifu after critical
research through our leaders andihistorian about religions
Life of Gbogifu pecple.

Gbogifu is a village as far as we know there few
religions record written about socio cultural activities
of Gbogifu.

We therefore decide to write on fagcinating of
Gbogifu peoples

With this project the reader will be fully convinced
that despite the foreign ideas and customs the way of 1live
and customs of Gbogifu people is gtill fresh or refuse to
fade awaye

Of recent in some cities, town and villages Nupe
have neglected their socio cultural ways of lives iarf
wesbern culture this could be seen in their mode of

dressing respect for parent jeaders and the way they go

about their courtship and even the celebration of naming 'j_:

ceremonies. A foreigner to gbogifu need not to asgk about
socio-cultural apd religions normMe The women and men you

gee portray (their dressing gpeech the food they eat and
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mode in which they seek and organize marriages and naming
ceremony is the example of typical Gbogifu man and woman

the mode of interaction between the people as 80O cordial

that is ditficult to identify two foess

The Gbogifu peole are accommodating cbedient

generous, polite they are ren0wn:for their generositye.
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Chapter three deais with some populal aspect of

the practice of ubogifu pecple such as marriage geeking

engagenent bride price.

marrisge ceremony unreeling the bride

and others.

wWhile chapber four deals with presnoncy naming Cceremorly,

¢hild upbringing.

and conclusion.

chapter five deal

with re conmendation
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The study is to help tue student of sociology
because &t will agsist them in knowing the gocio-
cultural practice and religions livas of the pecple

ol Gbogifu.
The study is signifleant 2o the layman on the
street becange it will help him ltaow he soclo-oulbural

practice of the paopls of (homd e

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

The problems golwved in this ~agearch are many but

the salient ones are as followst

e What is the historical background of the

peonle of Gbhomifn?

2e Tn wuai way does Islam contributes to ways

of 1life of the psople of. Gborzifut,

b What are the socio cultbural practices of

the people of Gbogifud
A, Wiaat is tne derinition of soclo culbural

practices

HYPOTHESIS! :
1e Gbogifu has a higtorical oriéin.

8 2. Religion has no impact on the 50c10~

cultural practice of the pecple of Gbogifue

Do Maprisge and neming garemonies sre mainly

bagsed on cultural background of the pecple

of Ghogifua
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4, The peonle of Gbogifu have ne traditional

Dhelfore the coming of Tslai.

3UUPS AND DECLIMITATION OF il 3[UDT

This sbudy covers GhHe remanch on the religion
and socio-culbtural Life of the poti 10 of Sbogifu from
the period the willage thogi.fu Wl ronded from its pre
Iatiamis dra till Islan and the impact Islam had on the'

local conpunity.
yrship fzabivals

Me gocio aulbtural p naahilary Ly Wie

on-emoning, anl dreasss 235G

the aeiiwiiavion or this research is that this stud

ig only restricted to dborifu wiilnge. HOWeveT, mention

may be made to certain comwunitiza bacause of their

geographical boundaries with o #ifud
)

MITERATURS REVIEW
" Ppe study is

ent day gocio-cultural rel

an in dept reseurch into the past and

pres irions life of the pedople

of Gbogifu.

The literature review will focus on botn tume past |

anu present socio-culvural and religions life of Gbogifu
peopl@. : :
According to Mallam Shab
in Gbogifu (1933%) page 12
a whité cloth %o

a Gbozifu when discussing
marriage ceTemony % serious
was spread of

gocinl issue in Gvogifu

consummate marriage in oraer %0 determine the cuastity

-4
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of virginity of the girl by drops of blood*.

g attention is the

An important aspect that provoke

impact of religion on the exisbing socio- culbural atti-

tudes of the Gbogifu peopleo

A3 studied Shaba Gbogifu (1983; P.19) while presen-

ting a paper on marfiage in Gbogpilu nhe present day

Ghogifu youth Lend to prefer to shoose girls of thedir

choices than allow parents to ghoose for then" s

of who were already

Among the youths of Ghogiliu

narried seventy eipht percent w222 charity marriages

(i.e. wives chosen Ly parent for their grooms) and

out seven often breaks.

Ty twenby marriages ab

amony eve
n the boys

nce of courtship batviee
arent decide who marries

Thig is due to abge

irls before marriage the P

and B

who the boy Pay gaddq 1.@.
arriage their dover as obligation

e girl as Allah

dowry ho th

L
say nGive toe womun on |

Q 4sh.
Further work on 30

peoplé ig pub forward by Ustaz Aliyu u

esentation (1972 pa

cio-cul tural lives of the Gbogifu

sing Isa Nuhufs

ge 3) at an annusl youth

paper pr
Symp oS M woyer Gwelby peroent of the marriagés’ in
Ghogifu in " the last two decadeg have aissolved. In most
households now exigts a divorcts Tis is because those
on the sound foundation of love

marriages were not done

and admirabions
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Bala Tanko, a student of Jociolory University of
Nigexia, Noula (Lezch 2001) wrose ar Gpln letter to the
Community council condenming the Myorivo" festival ‘Hee
seid “What senge ig there in fest pleying and chasing
cocn Other widly fize®:  woriwo is an annual festival din
Gbopifu usually done in the Liwsl Tolepic, month of
Muharan. Young boys and girls ploy and chase each other
with fire, it is usuplly done in the night and last for
about twe weeks.

This project stands tc change positively some me jor
aspects of the souio—-culsuzal gt Y irions lives of
Ghopifu poople which indndes, moc Lol parriafe, cere—
monies, traditional foustival 5, sponatitions belieis
etc. The quotation from. writers spoakers and cbservers
were cuoted significently o Aawvlon A senge of charge in
those asovio—cullurel arpect ol Gher ifv pecple that are
crude burdensome and primitive sone quotations goes to
show that some agpects of Hleir lives do Teally trampé
on peeple’ @ fundamental human =irhbo.. Above all uf:; :
gtudents of Islamic studics e 8e9 that sowe mspects are

harsh and &o not confirm to Talanic !

oveTy Juglims is a complete Woy . 1ifr NG an b odimenty

of the code of life which Alaly, the creetor and lerd of
the universe, hag reveplod top tho guidence pf menlkind ©
NE7L 25, ALl say Mwe live pont oun Le HCPEET wilth esplan

i4en and sent Ahe hecks vt tha w0 Lotima pind may
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'

conduct himgelf in fairness "Also in Q5917 Allsh staies
that "whatwoever the messengér gives Jouy take it, and
whatsoever he forbit you abstain from it' A hadith of
prophet (P.BU.H) supports this verses

"If anyone of you sees an evil, he must chang® it‘
with his hand, If he i8 pot eble Lo then he should do
so with his tongus, And if he i3 not able to then with
Wisg heart anl that is he veakeut Caith® reporbed by

liuslim.

METHODOLOGT

The mebhods used for daba solloction in the compi-
Jation of this work speludes ascellay sourcesd of data
corlection i.e. data ulresdy colrected regarding other
peoples facts and opinions asconlary data are ulso data
received on one Or more sLuges rrom tueir original sourcs
data alreudy coliecieu and tabulated i.e data collected
from previous investigation or pegesrch profects

we choose o use the secondary data collection
because of the following advan‘bagesaﬁ\ ‘

1o Putu i ocbiainable in much ;geufer hulk

than then other data tuat any L-e'ucéréhéi -
or teall OL Leseurcuers will be able to
obtain from original s0urces

It is stractured 80 that the remearcher

gan ignore arrelevant materials and use

only the data inat is related to bhis work;
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%. Ihe cellection procoss

conANMiIE.

n, Tt puves
The Disadvanbages Aosociatud wili Seoondary Pources
of Lata eret-

il 1+ s diffienlt “o d v'J?l‘T,‘i.‘.;.ll'E vhether the

dasa s up te debe o e
Mheoe couwld be vaniaihes :in the definition
s Lecting the

s meldel idity wod “ho SAoUlGESe

Also face to face jnterview and discussion to
obtain additional information for the study was conducted
for example, BOme elderly men and traditional title
holders were approached for detailed information on the
kxnowledge of the socio-cultural and religions lives of

the people of Gbogifu.

Interview means peeting with somebody Ior'rorﬁalz"i

consultation or examination €.g. between emplojarg and |
applicants for post, meeting of a reporters writers or '
researcher with somebody whose views are needed.

The advantage of interview method is that it yield
for more gatisfactory result than any other method bub

ghe disadvantages of interview method iB vVery costly.
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We chooge to interview the elderly‘ men becsuse of
their ages they have seen or would haven seen mich of the
event of the society hence they would be able to tell
better history of socio-cultural practice of Gbogifu in
the past compared to present day practicess

Traditional title holders were interview because
they were. The custodians of the traditions of Gbogifu
and could also give a good history. of the socio-cultural
practice of Gbogifu and what it is today.

Important personslities, likes Utaz and Imamg,
gcholars were also interviewed to obtain information on
the influence of religion on the socio-cultural practice

of the people of Gbogifu.

Written texts newspaper nistory books were also

source ol additionsl and useful informations
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CHAPTER TWO

HISTORIGAL BACKGROUND OF GBOGIEU

Ghogifu was founded in 1862 when some Doko
Christisns migrated from Doko and settled near the
river where they converted to islam. The villege 1is
about 20 miles from Gbaran village.

Gbogifu was more of compound than & village in its
early years, it attracted more people ‘to the river were
a huge opportunity for fishinge.

A in every society when more gettlers arrived the
need tor a village head arose this was to ensure law amd
order in the village.

Less than 10 years after the evolution of the villg
the prople were gble to come together, and gelect a lead
he was to be crowed zhubsy otherwise known a8 & village
nead the zhitsu was gelected and his responsibilities
were to handle the affgirs of the village sach as fishin
farming land distribution of 1anﬂ contlict resolution and
good huntixig .mugt be carried out, The Zhitsu ués“bfyrh-s__n
Mohammed Nma Kolo Mohammed Nma Kolo's reigned from ‘
48691920 he was know for humanity and generosity as it
was reported that no strangei- yisited Gbogifu and refurn
empty handed dufing the regime of Mohammed Nm& Kolo,

In 1921 a new Zhitsu was appointed by name Moh'd

YA'U he was & bit tough., It was during his time that
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fishes were dying people believed that he was using

witch eraft to kill the fishes the zhitsu died in 1978.

Ibrahim Ndajuru succeded Moh'd YA'U. Ibrahim Ndajuru
was succeded by Usman Ndu Zhitsu who was Very religions
and kind. He lived with people peacefully and loved
peace but died in 2001.

That brings about the present zhitsu by name Yandigi
Baba who is ruling presently he ig ruling with sincerity
he is faced with the problem of 1and dispute between
Lenfa and Gbogifu people, The two villages are fighting
themselves over the peace of land.

Originally the first shitsu said the land belong to
the people of Gbogifu but Lenfa people disagree with that
fact so they are gtill battling themselves about the land
aﬁd about % people lost their lives that case was brought
to High Court Minnpa, the layers in charge are still trying
to resolve amieably.

1t is worth nothing since the founding of Gbogitu
Nupe dynasty all along there has been peaceful co-existend
between it big and amall neighbour though not withoub sdﬁ;
minor dissgreement and dispute but resolved amieably while
capes of land disputes, ;

to resclve them diplomatically
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Climates Gbogifu has river Bu it's area cover up to

Patigi, Gbogifu experience wet and dry season, the wet
geason starts from April/May to October the village
experiences the heaviest rainfall in July and September,
The cold and dry harmattan winds usher in the dry season

which gradiually becomes hot between March and May before

.

raln.

Farmingt Gbogifu is blessed with a vast fetile land;
therefore farming is the part of their occupation. They
grow rice maize, Guinea-corn millet, cassave, groundnuts

and other cash crops.

Hunting: The people of Gbogifu are also blessed with
animals they hunt for animals for their consumption s0

also to trade some out,

Educations In Gbogifu villagelthey have Makaranta i.e.
Quranic 3chool where Quranic legson are thought, but for
Western Hlucation they go to peighboring village near
Gbogifu called Obara about 20 miles away from Gbegifu the
atudents g0 on Sundey and return home on Friday evening.

They stay over because of the distance,

gource of waters The source of water supply in Gbogifu

is Bduc river where people go ©o fetch water for demestic

uses
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Fishings Is the major occupation of Gbogifu, they

catch fishes through {3) main source - tixing of net

from pight till day bredk.

2, Blocking certain portion of water the
figher men will then put their hands into
the loamy soil of the river and start
searching for tisgh with their hand se
By Ysing Hooks- The figher men, fix-hook
to the wrope then tie it to a strong gtick,
they will then fix earth warm or tape worm
to the head so that when the fish starts

eating it the mouth gets hooked upe

THE MEANING OF S0C10-CULLURAL PRACYICES
To simplify the meaning of the term msocio=-cultural

it is necessary to first define what is gocio and culture
tor easy understanding ot thisg projectT

docios Is literelly prefixed of soclety or sociolegy it
48 shortened for the werd social it studies the behavieour|
of both man and animal living in groups e.g. Socisl, gntq
social cattle's and man as social being that lives togeth
in cities towns villages and a8 communication or sociétia
the social agpect of people ghows how they live. ~ What
they do how things influence their life, people as well &

traits or customs around them.

v
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Man does not live alone he lives in a place and
smong people where he live is his physical environment
and both affects his life. More so men lives and worﬁs
in two types of surrounding. The gurrounding made up of
things created by nature is known ag phyeical environment
e.g. water, land, climate vegeration and atmospbere
while social environment consist of things created by man
e.g. culture, which includes dresses houges language

msic religion education values and behaviouTe

Cultures- 1s all, the art, beliefs gocial institution
e.t.c. and characteristic of a community race, bribe
etc,, culture is the sum total of people's way of life
it is usually passed on from one generation to another.
It can be grouped into material and non-material culbure
material culture consists of products of man's industries
on earth e.g&. cutlasses, hoes, dress, carved status,
1iterature etc. while non-materials culture consist of
things that cannot be seen but which are asccepted as part
of our ways of life e.g- religions langusgess Music

Normg and values etc. We have divergent-culture in

Nigeria because we have several tribe or ethnic EToupings

RELIGIONS LIFE

#he belief in existence of super natural ruling
power, the crentor and controlled of the entire universe
who has given map & spiritual nature, which continue to

exist after the death of the bod¥s
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Religions life is to have faith in one God and
worship according to the teaching of thet religion and
be devoted to that one God. :

Ones mode of behaviour or pattern of life according
%o his religion in his religions life ones religion
stipulates his complete way of life every religion
stipulates it's behavioural code.

The threé main religions in Nigeria ares Traditiona

religion Christianity and Iglamic religion.

PRE- ISLAMIC RELIGICN AND S0CI0-CULLURAL PRACTICES

Miahammed Nma Kolo came with the gospel of one God
Allah and that prophet Mohammed (PBUH) is his messenger
this new faith was to the Gbogifu people &b exactly as
Prophet Mohammed's because even one of the Ehtsu had it
during his time he was using his own to stop people from
fishing.

Ega was used among farmers when they reglize some-
body fmpm product is good the place a charm ot thunder
in the farmer just to destroy the farm owner and the fa;m

product.

All these were wickness and evil practices among

the people of Gbogifu before Islam.

IMPACT OF RELLGION ON SOCIO GULIURAL LIFE OF THE PROPLE
OF GBOGIFU

Before we dwell into the actual impach of socio-

cultural lives of Gbogifu. What is impact?

s 15 i
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Impact: When a mnew idea, method or theory is formed,
ite work ability tends to affect the old or existing
one, Impact is the result or jnfluence of change.

However impact can be defined as the influence
resulting from a new idea of theory, It can be seen
also as a atrong effect or an idea, or method on gnother
body. Also the introduction of science and technology in
Atrica (through Western Education) has agreed influence
or impact on the crude oT tragitional Africa technologys
The local farm toolsg life hoes, cutlasses, donkeys and
cows uged for farming was replaced with fertilizer €.Bs
NPK urea ebtce

One can also say that electriciby has impact on

lives of many.

Religioni- Is one of various system of faith and worship
pased on the pelief in the exigtence of & gupernatural
ruling pOWET, the creator and controller of universe, who

has given to man & spiritusl nature which contimies to

exist after the death of the body €sEe Tglam Christianity

and traditional religion. :

The people of Gbogifu are predominantly Muslimal' Ty
practice the religion of Islam a8 brought and teught by’
prophet Mohammed (BAW) & descendant of the qurashcien in
the Arabian Pensinsular.

.The religion of Islam came o Nigeria through North
Africa, lslam teaches the pelief in one omnipotent God

Allah (SWT}.

e W‘-‘W{\?"W
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Thoge who follow the code Qqur'an revealed by Allah
(SWT) becauge a Muslim (believer) and one who refuses to
follow it becames a Kafir (disbe;iever). g

A man joins the fold of Islam by honesty pelieving
in God and professing faith in the oneness of God and
the prophet hood of Muhammad (3AW) Both those peliefs
are epitomized in the declaration of fKglmatul Shahada"
in the la'ilaha‘illah—lah muhammadiT UT, Rasalullah.
There is no God except Allgh(SW'T) and Muhammad peace be
upon him and his messenger).

After that & Muslim must adhere to the following

pillars of Islam:

1e Relief in God Allah
gglat i.e b0 pray five times dfi
Fast during the month of Ram
7akat Arms giving if one has the means
Pilgrimage to Mecca when pne is capable of
doing 80. 80O Iglam is not only religion buk
also a way of life it 1is this way of 1ife of ..
Islam that has impact on the socio;cultural
1ife of the péople of Gbogifu.-

The Iglamic religion as practiced by the people of

gbogifu has jmpact on their gocio-cultural aepect of 1if§

Dressesi— The traditional dresses among the people of

Gbogifu‘was‘commonly npente" (little cloth govering Just

the private parts) vgobigi" the formed wes wore by men

e svia O i ~
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while the later was to wore by wOmEI.

Men and women go about in their bente and tobigi
with their breast and hair uncovered until the advent
of Islam.

Iglam came and replaced the traditional dresses
%o more modest ones that covers all body, the men wear
kaltans with trouser and caps the elder wear it with
turbar the women wear dresses covering ankles covering
their dresses with veils gelle oT lujabs as lslam teacheq

lglem made it compulsory on a Muslim woman to
cover her head completely and Iaglam torbids here exposing
it. This was cjearly stated when the prophet (PBUH) had
the night journey trom Mecca to Heavens {NISRA) said I
gaw a woman hanged by her hair and brain was bdiling
because of affliction, then Fatima (May Allsh be pleased
with her) askes What was the deeds of that woman use to
expose her hair to some digtant man" reported by Al'
Trimidlu. ' -
Wwith this Muslims women in Gbog}fu that must go ént

most be seen always in her veil or Hijab antil she returd

for Allah said that the ‘believe my women should cast the:

outer garment over their person (when out of doors)
Qu.35359 also Muslims reported that prophet (SAW) as
gaying. There were some women that use to weéar & fight
and trangparent 4dress and they will never go %o paradise

nor ever real 1's smail.
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V

Leguage:- Is an important aspect of culture it is
what distinguish one group from another the people of
Gbogifu spesk Nupe and very few understands Hausa.
With Islem majority understand Arabic because is been

spoken in Quranic school so it helpsp them in communicatio

Marriasge:- The legal union of a man and woman as

husband and wife is marriage. This union or affairs
takes places all over the world, The manner, mode or
style differs according to tradition/customs religion

of where one belonge.
The then Gbogifu before the religion of Islam their

marriage was a Bida because they were converts so they

aid not know much about the Islam i,e. marriage during

that time was easy because all they do is when a boy

impregnate a girl they intorm their parents and then

come together and agree on the dagte that the wedding will

take place while other do not pregnant a girl but all

they need to do ia o Tun away, with the girl, if after

telling his father the father do not agree. The boy will
ay with the girl with

end people to lock for them

run aw that for securing resason th.e 2
: 4 sot 'them
parent will 8 and get them

married to each otheT.
The teenage boys and girls celebrate with their

d men and women by 4r
With this they are husb

parent and ol inking "Munge” palm
11 together.

wine and dancing &
or traditicn of those days

- and wife forever as customs

e
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demands. Islam sees marital life as an interesting and

a necessary institution not prescribed only for the
satisfaction of sesual appetite but it was intituted in
the first place as a safe guard against lewdness and
secondly as a means of procreation the legal basis for
marriage, prior to scholarly consensus end the sunnah is
gtich quranic verses as: ’

"A among his signs'is this, that he created for you
mates from amongst yourselves, that ye may dwell in
tranquility with them, and he has put love and mercy
between your (hearts) verily in that are sign for those
who reflect" O you young people whoever can atford
marrisge should marry, for that will help him lower his _
gaze and guard his; modesty (i.e private parts from
community illegal sezual power" reported by Abdullahi Ibn
Mag'ud Islam have commanded that we marry and of course
the Islamic way of marriage was preached by a quantity
ot ustaz and Zhitsus who condumned the traditional ways

of marrisge.

The mmariages according to Muslims rites were

established. Tslam established five pillars as necessar

as necessary condition tor marriage one is forbidden to

take in marriage his mothers daughters, sister, paternal

and maternal ﬁunts that the daughters of your brothers
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and sisters, your foster mothers, your foster-sisters,

the mother of your wives, your step daughters who are in

your charge; born of the wives with whom you have kin

(it is no oftence to marry your step daughters if you

have not consummated your marriage with their mother)
and the wives of your own begotten sons, you are also
forbidden to take in marriage twg sister at once 'Allah
is torgiving and merciful”, The evil, indecent and
abominable tradition of the farmer Gbogifu had no reser-
vation in terms of who marries who.
Marriage formula, Engagement:- Islam permits and recome~
mends that the person who intends to get married to look
at the woman whom he has chosen to be his bride, Islam
does not recommend a man to get married blindly otherwise
he might be curprised with something he does not like.
Abulturayrah reported. "I was with the prophet when a
man ceme and told him that he was going to get married"
The prophet going %o get married" The prophet (PBUH)
agked him "Did you look at her" the men said "o" the
Wolliyi— The quaidian no marrisge contzsct can be velid -
without the consent of the quardian. '

Sagaq" Dowry, mo marriage is valid without dowry.
It is determined by agreement in marriage contract. The
dowry is not only essential but a necessary condition for

ﬁarriage as stated in the Qur'an Q44 that "Give the woman
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(on marriage) the dower as an obligation" therefore
even if the woman sgrees that the marriage could be
contracted without dowry, it will not be acceptable
by the Islamic jurist but she is at liberty to drop

any part ot the dowry. The minimum amount required

by the lslamic law is a quarter of a gold dinar, which
is now equivalent to 22300 on thousand two hundred and
thirty three naira Wigeria currency.

Validity of the prospective husband wife, The

bride must be clear of the things that make her marriage

unlawful she should not be 'forbidden to marry him

according to Lslamic law for Allah prohibited marriage
i between certain men and women as in Q4.22-23 '"Hence fort
you shall not marry the woman who was married to your

father prophet said, "Go and have a look at her before

you get married".

Islam forbids a woman to give herself in marriage
there should be & guardian who at the engagement procee-
.5 ; dings where the man or groom ig expected to give hig f 

? deughter's hands in marrisge saying "I seek you, alaught

hand in marriage” the girl or bride will answer" I accep

your hand in marriage" Her the guardian will say "I mar

you to my daughter"” and her name should be mentioned,

The groom or his réprehensive will reply, "I accept her

marriage to me" The hadith of the prophet (PBUH) repeate]

by Ahmad saying pubstantiate,
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This proceeding: "Marriage is invalid without a guardian

and two upright wiftnesses - invalid is a marriage without

a woman's guardiasn, The prophet (PBUH) repeated this

statement thrice, Today most marrisge in Gbogifu is

conducted according to Muslim rites as discussed above.
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CHAPTER THREE

There are various aspects of the lives of the people
of Gbogifu as it ig with other ethnic groups in Nigerie.
This chapter shall discuss the most interesting aspect
of life of the people of Gbogifu, Which is marriage.

Marriage‘is one of the social institutions in our
society today. L1t could be defined as the union of a
man and a woman as husband and wife, 'here are many
reasons for marriage., However, in Nigeria the main reaso
is to have children, other reasons include acting as a
comforter, a counselor to each other in every day life
improving the status of man and the woman etc.

In Gbogifu marriage system is mostly polygamous,
A man is entitled to four wives.

The people of Gbogifu practice any of the following

three kinds of marrisges:
INTRA MARRIAGE:;- Within the same family this type of
marriage is usually found where the couple’ parentg are

elated In order to keep the chain of relationship and
T .

other social and economic, reasons, coursing are

for ,
arry in Mupe land. Flrstiy, 1t s belleveq

encouraged to m |
that marrisge within the family strenghtens its tie and
. opeases love and regard for relationship. This type of
incr

marriage also curtails the arduous task and at times, hot
a
at follows the search of a girl for one's son

argument th



28.

from i i
outgide ‘!:he family, In intra (relationship)

marriage, it ig glso believed that money sgpent is consi-

dered money retained within the family, In this type of

there is not any difficulty at all, the only
thing the family will do ig to hold a meeting and get

marriage,

their children married instead of going to another

femily where a lot of money will be demanded,

YAWOSADQA"-CHARITY MARRIAGE: This type of marriage is
where the parents will conclude all necessary preparation
to marry out their daughter without telling the giml who
will be her husband, ©On the day of the merriage rites,
the marriage will be sét with the name of either the man
the parents wish to give their daughter for marriage or i
the name of Muhammed, when they do not want to reveal the
name ot the boy proposed te the girl. BEverything is kept
under strict confidence.

In the evening the bride will be mounted on the back
the howse will be led round the town followed

of a horse;

by her relatives, friends singing, charting and dancing

hLanilla illallay oke gl Bteul .o WEES (SRS

Allah he is the king atter all this formalities the bride
a o

i11 be taken home, Where the father will neme the perso
wi 3

he wishes te give his ‘daughter to as charity.
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COURTSH
1P MARRIAGE; When Islam gettled in Gbogifu boys

and girls bégan to marry on the basis of free marrisge

according to whishes, their firgt meeting usually startin
with a simple love, which later grows to an extent whereb
the two will think of marriage from that time they will
start meking approaches to each other about marriage. Th

boy will be giving her gifts., Host a time he will give

her money depending on the boys' capability.

MARRIAGE OF WIDOWS/DIVORCEES: 1t is called "Kwopipachil

in Gbogifu marriage it does not only involves teenagers’
but also women who losts their husbands through divorce,
The widow's are called "Ekpo" will divorcees are called
"Bazawura'.

In most houses widows are being retained in their
first home, the elders will meet in the process of her
niddsh" legal period of retirement and decides that a
younge? brother to thé deceased re-marries the woman.
jfu because Lslam permits it. It

Tt is common in Gbog

also allows the widow to stay and loock affer her children

There are situation where by if the widow marry outside

the house, she will be requested to stay in the houses

In this case she will only go to the husband's house

anytime ghe cooks. The husband will only be allowed

entry into ¢

to walk to see hime

he house when she falls sick and cannot stand
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F
marria;’: iz:z:ziezofl::s:ases are very regmpant due to
i ' ip as practice in Gbogifu "Yawo
0 seek repudiation of marrisge
contracts between their husbands in the court of law
falls victims of not being re-married in Gbogifu. For
voluntarily divorces the woman she could be easily re-
married. In this situations parents dc not often
influence their choice of new husbands in Gbogifu women

can still go back to her former busgband) house depending

on the pronouncement ot divorce, For three pronouncemen
(Saki'Uku) the woman can not go back, but for one or two
pronouncement the woman can go back to here former husba

where the marriage rite is usually observed as it was in
the first marriage.

SEEKING FOR MARHIAGE IN GBOGIFU
' In Gbogifu when the family of a boy wants to ask fo

the hand of a girl in marriage for their son, they will

appoint two eldeps from the family who will in turn dis

and look for

a responsible pérson within the neighbourho
as the Ndarlna there repfesentative or go—petween. The
Ndarina gtands petween the boy's parents and the girls
parents up to the end ot the marriage procedures, At
the Ndarina whi

h at list 8-10 shillings and £ifty Kolanut;'

ie going to the girls house,

this state,
_he will go wit
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in those days
- ay8y but nowadays a cash sum 0% ELrs e
neira onl
N 7 'After presenting the money and kola nute the
darina wi
: will then deliver the message of the boy's father

to the gi .
g1irls parents or his representatives, usually his

brother. They will say for example. "We are sent by
Mallem Abubakar to you, He is asking you in Allah's
name and for the strengthening of relationship, to give
him the hand of your daughter Amina, Whem he wishes to
marry to his son Yahaya'.

Then the Ndarina will handover the meney and the
kola nuts to the girls parent, who will in retarn, give

a fraction of the money and few of the kola nuts to the

Ndarina that will prove that the messege has been delivere

And in return the giris parents will show their apprecia-

tion and acceptance by saying, #ye have heard what you
all send reply to your request”.

gaid and we sh
ima will go back to the girls'

After two days Ndar

a casgh sum of three hundred naira (¥300.00)

parents with
is money is acocepted, it shows that

as a reminder if thi
is being given attention. But if the second

the matter 1

L 4 to the Ndarima it m
our of the marrisges
0 back. This time he
and explain'tha.t'

eans that, the ‘

 egent was returne
" After

! family was pot in fav
three days Ndarima will B
W ,h another three hundred naira
= na. ra for the fathe_;l:., Oue huntired ng;_gar
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the glrl
after accepting the
Money,

Will be told t
. 1d that by the St he delegates
Ilah

'what the
: final decision Th tein s Jou will hear
8 SOon"

A bh»e 1 n t; ve e e n emen‘[‘;
g

| ' fbel‘ i I‘lS pare ha reach d an agre

| ive thEJr daughterls hand

in marriasge, th i
send the Narina to go and hear t o
Ndarina will be % e
old, tell Mallam Abubskar that in th
interest T
of our grand parents". We are ready to
| give
our daughter to his son in marriage,
In G j
od name and his prophet (PBUH) we are ready and
with a :
all pleasure you can come with all necessary needs

for marriage.

ENGAGEMENT; When this is done, the Ndariman then

prayer's and different inv

and parents and all Muslim

Vcontinués'with ocation for
the deceased great gr s from

am A.A to the las

ef BEmikpe gather
y trom the day onward.

peophet Ad t deceaseds
a1l friends relavives

The occasion
wishers of the bo Amina

oms of Gbogifu

and well-
f the

'.l:_la's by the cust
phet (PEUH)
a1ly ten 0

and the teaching ©

become Yahaya's wite ngadag" is

holy pro :
_eigﬁt thoﬁsand

bioned usu

usand nairs,
depending on th
jon of engegem®

o sey he will

e decision

gand naira
nt i8

'ra nnd gix thou
he jmplicat
wist

e E:Lrls family t 7
will come oub gormerly b
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J$AHDQI THE BRIDE PRICE

Whet the par.
parent of the boy take to the girls parent

in cash is ¢ ol
alled Saddagi i.e. the bride price or dower

in the present ti i
ime t i
. hings are indeed very expensive and
8
at 1s the reason why Saddaqi in Gbogifu rose exorbitant

What wi i

will coset one shilling in those days cost above one
thousand naira at the present time.

In those ‘day Baddaqi in Gbogifu was something arcund

gsever pounds. Bid around Six thousand Naira minimum and

Ten thousand Naira maximum depending on what the parents
resolves Saddagi could be paid install mentally or once.
Beside Saddagi i® "Kpahshe" i.e buying of gets of
boxes containing expensive items ranging from cloths
jewelries, fool wear 8ets, Kpahshe ig in categories depen

ding on the capability of the boy or his parents, though,

few educated girls d
prefer for their boys so

1atest and expensive echolac boxes

o select the types of boxes and the

items they me boys indeed will

vKpahtaya" the
npive items enclosed
present ordinary or

present
while those who are not

with expé
financially buoyan
oMt Qith 1ess costl
AL BATH

aving paid all agreed
ath to mark the begging of

the sub standard
i “Kp.ahot y items.

' YAWORUFADAN BRID
The ‘poys parent B
ed for the bridal b
ony in Gbogitu ©

amount, a dat

fix

n the eve of the

ge~cerem



water will pe Put on fire, Thig ig usually at do

geldom in the afternoon when the yater is hot it :zlini
taken to the back of the house or bathroom. ap ole wom:n
will then go there and wait customary Prayérs for bathing

the bri i
ride will be called to the bathroom by the old woman

a
and unexpectedly., When the girl reaches the bathroom wher:

the old woman has been waiting the warm water will be

splashed on her body. Then the old woman will start an

alarm of hurry (Ayooyi) three times indicating that the
firl has been caught and it will be her first step of
going to her matrimonial home, The glashing of water on
the girl is done three times each follows by the killing
of "Ayooyi'.

The girl will then burst out carying and wailing

while crying a fiend of the bride,will receive calabash

from an old woman and then break it three times from that

point she knows she has became a bride it also signifies

that the bride is pure because that birth is said to be

and,  After thab womsp within the compound,

purity in Nupe 1 ) s
f husbands house and neighbourhood will gather in the
rom hus

nzhanpa" because the girls parent share

middle of the houseé

co, gione
invitd them to the occa |
lanut inviting : . . | |
invited will set water in P1g container and tl'{e_:

People invi |
hited will give & drum like gound one o:

gh when !
.place calaba o praise followed by chorous

them will lead them in 8 8

i
B i (1 e



Some friends will gather round the bride
1

singing,

inside her room
clapping and dancing round her till about eight
o' clock in the morning,

YAWUPA OR WEDDING FATIHA

This is the wedding solemnization i.e., the religion
rite performed in a weeding. As in case of Emipke of
‘Emipke engagement on the day of Yaworufadan or the seventh
day as it was practiced, befére people will gather at the
"Katanba" of the girls house usually in the afternoon
immediately afterFriday prayer af two O'clock. The Ndali
will be the only one to wait form once he arrives. The
Yawopa begins with an opening prayer by the Iman leading
in prayers, the usually that of the town or areas as the
case may bes.

After the opening prayer the Ndaliman will call the

Ndarina to enter and ask him openly "ig the girl pregnant"

he will ask three times before p
hen ask the Ndarina the neme of the groom

roceeding with the
Thus

Yawopa he will *t
d the bride, the Ndarina will answer, for example the
an ?
t the groom is Myhammed and name of the bride is
name O

n will then 833 for exsmple the marri

the Nadalima:
hter Amina and Mohammed as busbal

Amina,
emnizationrbf his daug
ording to the traditic

sol

ns of Gbogifu and teach
and wife acc ‘
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of p tho nd
P (PBUH) and the bride Pri ce of Ten h :
t he rophe t usa;

aira Pa
N id tllen he will buIn bO the Gol’lgregabion alld 8ay

"0 people you
you all hear and hear me witness, the angels

bear witnesg" : :
88", This he will say for three times gnd imvok

Allah t : i
ah to bless the marriage prayers for the peace and

security of the town, prayers tor prosperity for all in
all endeavours, prayers for all decease Muslims tfrom
prophet Adam (AS) to date, prayers for fore fathers learne
scholars of Lslam and prayers for safe journey back home

for those who have come from far and near to attend this

After the prayers, praise and blesses of Alleh and

the peophet (PBUH) is song by a group of Madiwu i.e. Islam

singers, the Yawopa is uslaly the most important aspect
of marriage in Gbogifu are usually well attended praises,
ce to add colour %o

flatter etc., are glways in attendan

the weddinge.
Money and kolanuts are shared at end followed by

oth at the house of the bride at the

heavy refreshment b
groom's house.

¢ THE BRIDE
usually at night arou

YAWOGO MOV.IN 00 EER HUBBAND'S HOUSE :
| The ceremony is nd eight 0'cloc

rayers ¢he Ndaripa, other representativé of
Y

after Ishal

the friends of the
i Pt ) and the

: ‘the groom y (men and women
. g will arrang®

vehiclesB, car, motorcycles bicycles

 groom



including those whe 8re ready tq break to

the brige'
house early enough :

v after Ighg Prayers,
the bride will 8it at the Katamba
)

other representative of the groon'g

'bayawatshi begt man,

The parents of
with the Ndarima ang
family and hig friend
This sitting ig mainly for a formall
handing over of the brige to groom's porents and a ground |
where the parents I.'inaily gives admonition to the bride ‘cc:i
be a good ambassador, behave wll ete. The pavent of theé
bride will also use the forum to enjoin the parents of thé
groom to see their bride as trust and kindly handle her, |
as they will hand their own daughter. In most case, t:mchi
discussion ends in tears and after that the bride is hande
over to the Ndarina and the representative of the grooms, |
parents and celebration begins at the groom's house.

On reaching the groom's house the bride will remain
in the car unt‘il the chief bridegroom settles the brides
friends ot their demands money tfor the bride to enter the
grooms hcuse and room meant for her in the grooms house
unless the chief bridegroom pays the money to bride frif
before the bride enter the grooms house,

YAWOWODZUN
Yawowuozun/Unveilin is done, et D e
S Yh

- th dding when the pride is taken to her husbands house.
- € weddl :

practiced before) or all the
be taken inside the

All these days (as it was
. 1
night (as it is today) the bride wil
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hous or the I'Qo
m i
e h re she is kept with her lead
whe ad covered,

8c0 at night at ap
Ut eight 0'clock the bride is brought cut

of the room >
where she ig kept from the Unveiling ceremony

S8ince in the mo; :
TRing message must have be sent to the bride:

tie
aun 8 and sisters "Nnayawo zhi! temasting then t7 éone

and unvelil the bride at eight 0'é&lock or only otﬁer time

convenient for them since it is’ customarily the responsi=
bility of the Nnayawozhi to do the unveiling,

In the afternoon the bride friends will wash and place;
their hair very nearly usually grooms friends will pay for
the plating of her brides' hair.

In the evening the Nnayawozhi will come as requesting

to dréss the bride gorgeously in new cloths and glittering

necklace round her neck. After the dressing beautiful mats '

will be spfead all over the courtyard for all Nnayowoshi
i.e. all women who are relatives of the bride to sit on
bride will be lead to position where women are sitted but
it or a cushion seat as the case may be. A

will also be dresse

she will 8
4 along with the

(Small girl) "sauci"
i lives
beide in beautitul and elegant manner. The Sauchi 1%

p to the time she is grown up to take 8

up the couples U
..‘thahand too. nb out and geated the whole

When the bride is Broué out and
; until the app©

open that veil

: . i te
= 1nted,wlll gtep
house will be gilent L bk i

Ve nearer go the bride
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geeing the ide!
B bride'g face, every body Sl A e |

repeate i
peated three tlmes each followed with "Wulelle" yeding

of " s . -
aycoyl® expressing joy immediately after the third
process of opening the veil covering the brides faces,

gifks and cash will be rained on the bride. This money

is called vthoyawzhunyelun 08 Tareuall olotHe And gii‘t.

Some give items or material e.g. clothe when everybody has
finished contributing out of the contributions, made by
friends of the groom. Some will be given to Nnyawozhi the
remaining amount will be given to the bride. As the names
of every contributors loudly mention, the names of the
groom's friend are not mention individually but collectivel
But all this thing are Bidi's because is not allowed in
Islam and they spend many money is prophet gaid the most

blissful marriage is that which tittle money is spent.

B st
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CHAPTER FOUR

Pregnancy;- ‘net :
3 We 'néed to know what pregnancy is?

Pregnancy is h ;
uman in whieh
a woman carri
one or more ova in t tries dm her bedy
n the course of development pregnancy
starts wi ;
with fertilisation and ends with delivery and it
c o
occurs when a man and woman meets (make love) when they

have seen.

When a woman becomes pregnant from early stage she

gtarts observing some abnormal sign, like headache,

vomiting, feverish condition depending on the individuel
The|

while some pecple do not experience or fell anything.

ound not to be

woman who experience sickness everything ar
|

interesting. i ;

In Gbogifu village when a woman start experiencing

these signs or symptoms, she is expected to tell her

husband, the husband will then tell his mother or any

gon close to them (rel

aughter in law feel sy

abtives) the mother will

elderly per
after narrating

ask her son how her 4

the mother will then ask again the last tim

to hig mother, :
the elderly woman will

gow her menses,

her daughter in law
jfe will soon be a m

man that bis ¥
e slderly womsh
ine (harbs) fo
ring pregnancy) t

othero
- then tell the
. after that th
rch for medic
( sickness du

will then g0 into the
r the tratment of

3;,bush o s he woman
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After Some day (po

SPecirj, day) the ohilg will Le
t

8Prinkleg g

brought before the Prie
g

5 2
nd he wil) 84y all gorts of
me,

incantationg
L}
Substance op the Childg!

Will herb the child's hair to
on the center 6f the head

tsogif., After that the

seven to eight years or age circumsicions were done fop
both girls and boys for boys the local barbers use their
blades to remove the foreskin of the Denis and they are
usually done during harmattan seasons for the girls the
local barbers "gozan" use %heir blades to remove the

coteries. Although, Islam met people of Gbogifu practicii

the act of circumsision only that children were allowed %

overgrow before they are circumsiged. An Hadith of

prophet (PBUH) reported by Al-Bahagi recommends circumsi-
sion for Muslim it states that "the prophet (PBUH) circum
ain on the seventh day of their birt!
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B1ving Bukbari and Muslims reported the
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of Allah are Abudullah and Abdulrahman!
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n gbogifu, when a child is born the "Wullelle! being
sounded three times is a replaced by call o prayer in the
ears of the new born baby, rubbing the child's mouth with
a date, supplicating for the child, giving the good name,

and pacrificing a rem and circumcing the child in the

sevehth day of their birth.

NAMING GEREMONIES: Names are words by which a person,

animal place thin etc., are know and called everything

animgl plants and human beings have names peculiar to
]

n and called, These names are

'Only which they are know

nan beings at birth, only the way and manners,
a

given to hu

ven differs according to the tradition/

" which they are i
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: Praise singer ang artists a11
1fattering the father o

f the new chiig and hig friends

"Ndayensunnazhi the praige singér comes and go uptill
about four 0'clock when an artist will perform to commoratei
the naming of the new child to the pleasure and ecstasy

of the father's friends and the mother's friends all
dancing, and rejoicing together till Maghrib time around
seven 0'clock in the evening when people begin to despised.
Intimate friends of the mother usually pass the night.

For every woman that attends the naming ceremony goes
back with a bowl of "ejezowa" i.e., cooked rice with beans
soup for her husband and kids she has left since :Tlorning-,
gome do go with all kids of food depending on their

relationship with the mother.

Th ing ceremony is expensive and exotic they
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inviti "Ejeadua
r kolanuts for inviting people. "Ejea
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tood oftfer prayerss nd
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CHILD UP GBRINGING:

Child upbringing is the process of nurturing a child
from birth till maturity when the chid is old enough to
take care of him/herseld child upbringing in Islam is the
responsibility that eolemnly carried out by the mother and
father as in other culture and religions, in Islam the
responsibility of bring up 2 child could be shared by
giving out the child to a foster mother who can breast
4 from birth to about
nybody but gomeone with good character

nil a months the foster
feed the chi

mother is not Just a : h

£ (Shogify the child upbEinelie e
+ from birth the m
months from thab .

"Ege Ekkuni e

other breast feed the child
- T ijme the child start ;

up to about W

olid food like

anikuka" and rown
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will be taught Islamic alphavets e .

When the Chi o th ‘e |
ld I'eQ.CheB the age of seven e mother will
then bea(:h the C]]i!d how e ertform ablution she also
P : i

menit i :
or the child when perforning ablution and prayers

she teaches the child how to respect elders parent and

people around them,

When the child, reaches the stage of maturity the
mother will tell the child the dos and non't for example
if the child is a temale the mother will caution the
daughter not to get close to the opposite sex (have sex)
if she does she could be pregnant the mother goes ahead’

by telling her daughter that prayers are ¢compulsory on

the daughter so also the daughter must fast during the

tasting period she is only allow not to fast when she is
sses baut she will compengate tor the number of

on mense
Latere.

days's she missed sy %
‘The father takes most of the respongibility of

je child so also not forgetting to teach
ale

training the m
1 becomes compl

ete grown up man.
bim how to farm til




RECOMMENDAT T0w

Gbogify ig POularly calieg vill

ig also
8 also called the toyp of learneq ones, it will be &
thi i

7 °° Ruide %o hoth the trsditionsl institubfon amd

village head if i

ag Islamic schools are established to teach
mainly Islamic religions knowledge in order to impact
knowledge on the growing youths religions knowledge and
Islamic conduct from the infant stage this will as well

encourage the reading and learning of tajweed among the

youths.
Intensive education enlightenment should be launched
on discouragement of street hawking among young girls this

will go a long way in checking child abuse immoralities

like fornication etc. A serious step should be taken by

the zhutsu of Gbogifu village along the line.

A erful council of Ulama could be inaugurated to
pow

d intervene in case€s of masrriage of teenage girls
check and 1in : :
’ or council
d wid against their wishes the committee or
and widows

to approach parent .
ce them and enlighten them on i
n

such girls when
could be empowered
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. practices allowed and

which gpe i
Mosgt husbangdg do bprohibiteq by Islam,

DO% know theip s
J-I‘ v
wives as mogt wives a1 rights over their

80 do not know their rights over
The |
- Wamas ¢oyld also take up thig issue.
st husbands today think their duty is only to feed

their husbandsg,

their wives while most wives glgo think that, their duty

ig to cook food for their husbang onlys

Adult education classes should also be egtablish it
will effect immediate change in the society for example
families need to be educated on their responsibilities
towards themselves and wives towards their children

neighbours etc.

CONCLUSION;

"What this project has tried to make elaborate is
Gbogifu yesterday and today in it's religions and socio

cultural practices Gbogifu of Yesterday was compared to

pegans of Makkah during the advent of ?Slam- Glearlyk
Gbogifu was in the age of darkness when Mallam® Shaba

comes with the message of on¢ God Allah. Hence the prople
4 their old,

f one God Allah up to date.

done crude way of worship and
of Gbogifu abandor

tools to the worship ©
ocio’ cul tural
question 1i

practice were greatly influenced

Their 8 ke who marries who and how? |

by advent of Islam
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Were all answereg
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Was replaced by bathing here wearing inner
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knickers the COVer up her sengitive part
L

The
meth i i
od Df Consulnln&tlng marriage before a Waibiug old

woman and or a piece of white cloth for blood stain is
replaced with the mating off the bride and groom secretly.
Outrageous gatherings (of men and women) and displays
during marriage and naming ceremonies have declined giving
way to Islamic style of banquests wolimat the Islamic

wolimat is less expensive than the exorbitant traditional ,

dances and money sprayed on singers in conlusion nothing

is done today in Gbogifu without weighing it with Islam

what does Allah says about that deed and how did the

prophet (PBHU) did it of what is Alleh's Statement
(allowed or prohibited on a matter of argument or what
a

(PBUH) say ab
g concerning the socio culbtural 1if

& t it. Are the questions
does the prophet

that determine most act
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of people of gbogifu today
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